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nIE 16'{l'H ASSAUIll' HELlCOPl'ER COMPANY 

During these, th~ final dnya in the history of the 1671;h ASEk'lult Heli­

oopter COmpMY, it in only juct to honor the ~-unc "CruJlnders" by reliving 

a fe1-r rnm:mts of its prouu po.st. 

Sinoe the 187th wns Mtivuteu on 1 September 1966 at Fort Dmee. North 

Caxolina, it hns become, through the efforts of hundreds of officers 

and DDn, a oombat ready, highly tmined, intregal part of the airmobile 

ooncept. 

The initinl arrival of the 167th to the Republic of Vietnam was on 9 

March 1967 and by 1 April 1967 the 167th was flying combat missions out 

of Te;r Ninh. 

ThroU6hout the yaar 1967 the 167th oontinued to distinguinh itself 

against a strong, organized enemy force at places like ''Parrots lleak", 

"Imn Trianelc" and "Hobo Woods". 

Durint; the years of 196B and 1969 the 167th continued to carry on the 

tradition of the "CruJladers". Although oombat losses were SOlllltimeS 

h:l,gh, the mission WElB alwe;rs completed. The hi€;h mission readiness ~rns 

a direct refleotion on the high momle and professional attitude of the 

orm-rs ani support units. 

The year 1970 found the "Crusaders" flying long ani hard hours into Ca,m.. 

bed1a.. The 167th was the first assonlt helicopter compony in the 1st 

A.viation llrieade to enter Cambodia. 

An ~l.'9ssive reoord of over 6000 hours of combat flying t.im9 into Cam­

bod:!.,. without a oasualty or injUl.7 due to oomba.t was the result of and 

a dil.'eot refleotion on the professional attitude nnintllined by the 

"Crusader" orews. 
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The "CruD::1l1er:;" bo;::nn 1971, their firth year in Victn.-un, stUl BUpport-

in(; ARVN units throughout the Third MilitnryRegion, and on 29 July 

a. ne\" hone wo.a adopted at Di An Base Camp. 

We all ODknotrledee th::>.t the oomplete story has not been told here. 

~1."l1Y lOOn mde the suprene sacrifice to their oountry while serving with 

thir- unit in Vietnam. Ib'ly otheJ:9 offered themselves for tho eo.crifioe 

but wel.'e not ohosen; a.lw~s; 110 matter how personal the oost, the 107th 

Assault Helicopter Company hall JD:".intained its h~h etandD.rrls, contirmed 

to perform its mission, and aJ.w~ rmintc>ined 0. h~h oombat readiness. 

We entered the conflict in Vietnam as a. new unit under the name "Bla.ck-

hawks" and will leave it as a. highly l/Uccessful organization with the 

designation of "Crusaders". It will be a long time before the members 

of the 187th Assault Helicopter Company or any of the many units ,{hich 

We have supported will forget the shield, cross, and orossed lanoes of 

the "Crusaders". 
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