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AT THE HAT T AL e |

THE 487TH ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY

During these, the final days in the history of the 167th Assault Heli-
oopter Company, it is only just to honor the name "Cruﬂdders" by reliving
a few roments of its proud past.

Binae the 187th was nctivated on 1 September 1966 at Fort Bra{;g; North
Carolina, it has become, through the effoxts of hundreds of officers

and men, a oombat ready, highly trained, intryegal part of the mirmobile
concept,

The initial arrival of the 187th 4o the Republic of Vietnam was on S
Maxrch 1957 and by 1 April 1967 the 187th was flying combat missions out
of Tey Ninh,

Throughout the year 1967 the 187th contimed to distinguish itself

against a strong, orga.nized enemy force at places like "Parrots Beak”
"Iron Trianglc" and "Hobo Woods".

During the years of 1968 and 1969 the 187th contimued to carry on the
tradition of‘the "Crusaders", Although combat losses were sometimes
high, the mission was alwaye completed, The high mission maﬂiﬁess wag
a direct reflection on the high morale and profsssional attitude of the
exeve and support units.

The year 1970 found the "Crusaders" flying long and hard hours into Cam-
bodin. The 187th was the first aseoult halicopter company in the 1st
Aviation Brigade to enter Cambodia.

An impreseive recorﬁ of over 6000 hours of combat flying time into Cam-
bodia without » oasualty or injury éue to combat was the result of and
a direot reﬂectq.on on the professional attitude maintained by the

"Crusader' orews,
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The "Crusalders” begznn 1971, their fifth year in Vietnam, still support-
ing ARVN units throughout the Third Military Region, and on 29 July

a nevw home was adopted at Di An Base Camp.

We all acknovledge that the complete story has not been told here.
Mony men made the supreme sacrifice to their country while serving with
bhir unit in Victnam. Mony others offered themselves for the sacrifice
tut were not chosen; always; no matter how personal the cost, the 10T7th
Assault llelicopter Company has maintained its high stondords, contimed
to perform itz mission, and always maintained a high combat readiness,
We entered the conflict in Vietnam es a new unit under the name "Black-
hawls" and will leave it as a highly successful organization with the
designation of "Crusaders”. It will be a long time before the members
of the 18Tth Assanlt Helicopter Company or any of the many units vhich
we have supported will forget the shield, cross, and crossed lances of

the "Crusaders",
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