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tRE\t~ CHLEF FlIE.S l~fTER PILOTS \-\-\.\R\ 

~ 
What had b8f(U!l as a routine oanbat assault mission tor the lB7th Assault 

Helioopter Co~, The Black Hawks, (269th Combat Aviation Battalion) sud­
denly became a lite and death drama for the four orew-members of the num­
'ber four ship in the formation. The flight had just taken off from a laIIId!.ng 

~ 
zone ten miles north of Snigon were i. _ 

~ J troops had been unloaded. A burst of ! R V In r L [) \\I 5. U ~\ \,,1 1,::\ R Y is' ,many fire rBked the Ship, wounding' cHOV ~ 11. c"TH UNIie.. 
~ I 1\ both the pilot and tm niroro!t com- : .:1 II _' 0 I \ ...) 
~\ ('...::J l!IIlJlder in the legs. The Aircro!t ' V'I' R Y ~ t -, I\./ -
~ ~ont into n dec ending left turn \tJile I::- ,~ v t. \ 'Y the pilot fought to regnin control The following arc noerpta taken-

\() before the ship orc.shod into the from the USARV Daily Avintion 8u. -
~ ,,'Ound. Although unnblo to use his mary. They will appear in each issUo 
~ I--. lebs, the pilot succeeded in regain- of the BLACK BARON RELEASE. 
~ ~ "<'___ i:lB control and started to climo a- 1 JULY 1967 
~~ ~~' wny from the hostile fire. In a late report of Wednesdr~y's 
'~ Meanwhile, spaoinlist Fourth air action, the 269th Combat Avic-
~ ....... "Clnss Lo.ny W Mackey of Buckhonnen, tion Bcttalion'e 116th Assault HeU-
'\. \.b West VirginiCJ., and Specialist Fourth copter Company reported that '\wo 

-.. I:"; Class John W. :lurke of Fronlclin, Jew J.rm:s flie~piloted their "Stinger" 
!:-J ~ '4.. ~pshire rushed forwo.rd to remove gunship into two swarms of Viet Cong 
~ ~ ~ the nircrnft co=nder from his seat killing 29. 
-0 ~ SP4 Macke~ then cliltbed into the V(l- The only helicopter shot down by 

--- CQl'lt seo.t while Si .. .burke 0.<'-- i:lis- enemy ground fir') in the nction was 
\\ ;> tered first nid to the o.ircrc..ft com- piloted by Major Wyatt lI, Schneider 
~ t;lnnddr who was suffering temporary of Gansv:l., Nebraska, and Warrant Of-

';: muscular sp~sms of his arms end legs ticer Christorpher R. Vnlentine of 
resulting from a bullet d.amlleing a East Patterson, New Jersey. The Buey 
nerv~. Although he had no flying ex- slick was hit before it reached the 
peN.1l!lce, Specialist Mnckey took LZ and unloaded its troops. 
control of the o.ircrnft while the 'rIhen the ship touched down, Val-
pilot tried to stop the flow of antine, the pilot, killed the power 
blood from hDB wounds. Mackey turned while the aircraft commander Sdhnei-
the nircrnft toward Qu Chi wile a- dar called for gunship rover end ll. 

nother o.ircrnft piloted by Captain recovery ship. Valentine and the 
Jorry Wagner of Front Royal, Virginia crew chief, Private First Class '«il-
provided cl ose escort and renssuring liOl:l Gear of Arlin,.",,:')., Texas set up 
rodio messo.ges. Uncble to stop tho I a defensive perimel;ur with tho ~ .. -
:10\1 of blood, the pilot eoon beg:m fantrymen passengers. 
to turn very pale. Mackay then fb" A few minutes leter, an Army Chi-
the aircraft with hin left hand nOClk c!ll!le into ':hc landing Z~lIe anf· 
whHe he c.pplied direot pres cure on ' picked up the disabled coopper 
on~ of the pilots leg wounds with while Euey sisterships of the llHh \ ~" 
, .. l.ight hand in en effort to stcp extracted the crew am :po.sssngerc. ' 

: bleeding. (Cont on page 3 Col 1) 2 JULy 1967 
L I~ P. ~ E. A. k PI: SON PI L _ Gunships from the 1~7th J.ese.u1 t 

Helioopter Company killed -six encr.s· 
r_ II D r C-t: ::., A~ s y, t::) wile escourting slicks of the CCL~ 

pany on "Engle Flights". Their Ec&iB 
" LA LV. 13F\ R D t\\ ~ t. 0 flight netted them the trouble th~ 

"Chasing the Army o.s n cc.:reer is a vary\ (Con't on pago 4 ) 
personal choioOI e~h ~n must cnko tho doci-
sion himself." BOYS lS:; Jerry A Wydt, 1st 
Serge3nt of the Hee.d~u.~ters and Headquarters WE!~lmR FOnCASTI 
Compcny, 269th CombLt Aviation Battalion-This 
weeks KEf NCO. 

Tho Leesville, Louisiano. soldier began his 
." "1'"1"''' ~ ... _ r!. , .• _ .... 

Cloudy ,··ith occc-sionnl rain 



sault. During the unlonding of in- end protect the ohopper until '!t 
. fantry, the gunships ldlled the six oould be reoovered~ A. ''Blcokcats'' 

enemy and silenced eutomn tic weapons Chinook recovery' ehip of the 11th lln 
:positions. The l=ding zone was 27 2l3th isS3Ult Support Heliooptor 
Diles south of ]):.u Tieng in Hau Com~ recovered the ship end car­
NghiIl Province. .ris.d it back to repair facUities ct 

"Stinger" Gunships of the 116th Phu Lei. 
Assault Helioopter CompB1\Y killed 8 JULY 1967 
eight enGDy whils providing gun oov- "Slicks" end guIlships of the 116th 
or for slicks carrying 25th Infantry ASS3Ult Helicoptor Coc~ flew in, 
Division troops on combat assaults support of the U.S. 25th Infantry 
into multiple lending zones west of Division, conducting tw~ combat ns-
Duc Hoa.· saul ts 15 tliles !,"l1th of Duo Hoc. 
6 JULY 1967 near the Orientnl River. The lforMt!1 

I. "Slick" Huey from the 116th carried elCtlents of the 2/27th 1:.-
kssaul t Helicopter Company was w;/n fentry into two LZs while Stinger 
ed by intense enecy automatio wea- gunships provided overhead firepower 
pons fire 2 I!lilas ou'j;side the Cu They met enGDy r'isimnce at both 
Chi scouri ty parmeter at 4130 p.tl. si tes end the "stingers" 'olamod 
""Maeday. Gunships were imediat~ four VC killed, SClVen fcrtificati, " 
called to protect the ohopper which destroyed .,nd one sQlJpan sunk. 
lias in the middle of unsecure area. 11 JULY 1967 
The d~~ed chopper also called for Two Beli~tars 'of the 187th As­
USl.F fighter-bClDber strikes to drive sault Bl)licopter' CompB1\Y saw actinl 
beck tho approaching enamy. during support activities for ele-

/,. ''Robinhooil'' slick chopper cof ments of tha Army's 25th Infantry 
the 173d Assault Helicopter Company Division. 
(11th Comb~.t llvic.tion lIattalion) was The first ship, cCl:ll:lended by CPT 
in the e.rea end wes diverted fro;:J -Jerry We.gnc' o~ Fcyetteville, N.C., 
its orginial Dission , to try to e;r- and piloted by WO John M Yirat Of',' 
tract the crew me: passengers. Oclaha, Nabraska, flew its support-

"Hornet" slicl:s of the l16th were Ilissions over the S:1ic~on Rivor near 
scramb10d £It Cu Chi to insert 25th the village of Lai Thieu, 12 miles 
Infantry Division solilil)rs into the North of Saieen. Tho crew chief anil

J aree. Mcjor Hr.rold I Smell, .I.1e=- doorgunner, SP4's Bruce D. Matthews 
dria, Virgini~, cODJ:lmding officer of North Jackson, Ohio, and Richard" 
of tho 116th, \/<'.s flying in a Sting- J. R:ingwood' of Wo.lnut Creck, Co.li­
p.r gunship providing gun cover for fornia, wera the lDI.'.chinegun Ol'.rks­
the slicks. '~e don't like to leavo men vho killed two arm~il enemy cw~~ 
our people out in en area like thnt sank the sampan in which they werl) 
for any lellBth of time without pro- riding. 
t(3ction, II reported Major SJ:r.ll. The Socond ahip, commcndec. by 

Ill!C Jnnes H. I':erryman, .Arlington, "CPT John Quesenberry .cor- San DiC60 
Virginia, co=c1ing Officer of the California, anil piloto(\ by we stove 
269th lll[!ck Bc.rone, tock over the'" Bertman of Flor:' "'~t, Missouri, 
c'c.:;,nd ~.nd control Ih ip and direc- was flying nee.r tho vi.llage of 11- , 
_,," his slicks and gunships during Trai, 21 miles East Northeast,' 
the cction. ''Whon WI) arrived on the Saigon, when they spotted sevorcJ, 
soene the fighter-boobers were there enemy troops rwming f:eom advancing 
end the 'Rodwine' airplo.ne ws di- elornents of the 25th Infantry Di vi­
l':>cting thGD in air strikes against aion. • ThCl ''13hcY.bawk" crew chi~f 
tha onemy along the river' a ed€o anil doorgunner zeroed in on . tl:: '1 

from which the chopper was still wi th thair mnchineguns. SP4s Imants 
drawing heavy anel:\>' fire. Tho Robin Cel tnieks of Washingtorn, D.C., and. 
ho· d Blick we.s tryinc to get in to . ~bert N. Gibault . of Attleboro, 
rescuo the crew end po.s"enllers" ross30liusotts,cnught. -tho enemy in 
pro toe LTC Merryncn. the open e.nd killed th :ree of them 

The "Robinhocd" ship c=c riBht with a hail of automo.tic wecpona 
in on top of the downed chopper anG fire. 
euccessfu.lly erlrccted tho er"w elld 

._---,--- --------_. __ . __ . __ ._.-._---------_._----_.-
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I-IE.Rvi:.NL~ 1lI: LO\) E 
Just before I left the states, thorewas a 

song thnt was quite popular, the words of 
which went something like this. 

"What the world needs now; 
Is Love sweet, Love, 
That's the only thing that there's 
just too little of" 

Those of us who find ourselves in the war 
aro quick to agree. If men throughout the 
world could lean to "Love o;;~ another", we 
would not be here. 

By now you have probably guessed that the 
word under consideration this time is "Love" 

The English l~e has shortchanged us 
by affording us only cne exprossion for sev­
ernl meanings in many of our words. One of 
these is 'Love' The Gre~ks, for example, have 
~t least three words to express the different 
concepts for which we use the term 'Love'. 

One of these concepts is that to which we 
refer when we use the phrese "making Love". 
That kind of love portrayed in many movies in 
which very often there is hardly any love in­
vrl vod. 

Another is the concept of the love \hat 
exists within a family: Between parents and 
child or brC'ther and sister. 

The third ccncept is tl e ene most often 
~e~t when the term 'Lova' is used in the New 
Tostament. This is the idee conveyed in 
I John 3:11 'Tor this is the message which 
:,ru have heard from the beginning that we 
~h uld leve ene anrther". The 13th Chapter of 
I Corinthio.ns, mown 8S the "Love Chapter" 
gi ves D. ge' d explcJlatirn of this le-ve. It 
seys in pat: "Love is pati(:nt and kind; Love 
is not jealous or boastful; it is nrt arro­
gant or rude. Love does net insist en its own 
wny; it is net irrit~ble or resentful; it I 

doen not rejoice at wrong, but rejc·ices in 
the right. Lcve bcc=s all things, believes 
all things, h0pen ell thlJlhu, endures all 
things. Love never ends. 

Surely ".'hat the world needs new is Love", 
this kind of love between all men. So, let m? . 
sUSCest that wo nIl start right here to do as 
Paul B!\IS, ''Make love ycur aiJn." 

Chaplain Peterson 
cERVICE SCHEDULE 
Cath--Sun 0830 & 1030 bra 2d Ilde Coopel 
Prctestant-- Sun 1100 hrs llHC Do.y Room 
Jewish-- Fri 1900 hrs Div Memorial Chnpel 

Sat 0900 hrs Div}lemorinl Ch"pel I 

'" Pti"" ... 

Lutheran-Sun 1300 hrs Support Ilda Chape_l __ J _______________ .. 
L BI s,r·:..ys ~()N DS IMP (I{(T~NT: 

::In! N THE. r-r(~HI 
F LJ ~. 1:- P r: F. D (l !'II 

President Johnson 
82.Y5, "'-~e C2.l1 do nc less 

---~--

must ~uietly and firmly 
do what we c~n. ]uy~n~ 

---.------.--.--.----.-."----.-.. -.-.-~-.. --"---
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LH~w LKIcF FLr~ s c:.HO i'PER AF-T£K·· 
:: Continued fr~m page 1) 

Concern over the two wounded a­
viators proopted SP4 Mackey to the 
small helipe.d at the Twelfth Evacu. 
ation Hospital at Cu Chi rather than 
the longer runwny of the airfield. 
Tho fPoct that Mackey had no flying 
o;rl'erionce -did not deter himl he was 
tel' interested in getting the two 
wounded aviators to a medioe! facil­
i ty. With advice from Captain W£l8ller 
and the pilot, Mackey accomplished 0. 

n=ul approach and a smooth landing 
rn the small hrspital pad. Waiting 
c~dica1 personnel rushed them inside 
for treetoent. Mekey's ordeal ._s 
over. Captain WS6ller, \/ho had landed 
his own aircraft, OStle forward and 
flw the aircraft to the maintellllnco 
aren at Cu Chi airfield. The still 
unrtlffled Mackay then began a survey 

of the damage to the aircraft. 
Shortly, .however, groups of amn-

i zed officers and ~n1istedtlen found 
hil:l und the showers of cOn&rntula 
tiona begun. '!'he two words most art:.<n 
heard were-"'J'antastic" -and "1lilbeliev 
able" in discribi.'l,:. Mackey's feat. 
The most rewarding congratruatirnc 
to Mackey and Burke came two hours 
later When they visited tho air­
craft commander and pilot in the 
hospital.· No flowery words of gra­
cious phrnses were spoken. The sil:l­
ple words, handshakes end looks on 
the pilots faces said oore than any 
words coud even hc.pe to e::press. 

F~ his heroic notion, Specialist 
Mackey recoived the Distinguished 
Flying Cross. and a promotion to 
-Specialist Fifth Class. 

K CV Nt. 0 . I-I r-\~ LG ~ rs ?R~S \JfDUS C!=\\<H R 
(C~ntinued froe Page 1) wns sent to the 7th In- tenonce course, Wyatt 
_. Moving froe Califo!'llia fant.:y Division in Ko- was 3{'nt to Vietnatl and 

to J't LeCllla.rClwood;.)IO; rea as a PFC, and the the 147th Avn Co at 'Vllll 
vus 'nort on tho' agenda '. 1eng bord climb back up Tau. 
fer Wyatt. He worked as tm latter began. There he e.dded a d:l a 
an instructor and as Jan of '57 wns the mond to his stripes and 
cadre prhr to joining next change of station came to the lllack llaron 
the 5th Regimente1 COI:l- as Ft Leonard .. ood wel- Batt31ion undor the in­
bc.t TeOT.l in Korea cs en cooed the then "SGT" fusion progron. 
};CO in April of 151. Wyatt back. Since being assil')1od 

Participating in the The baautifru German to the 269th, 1$ Wyatt 
S=er, Fall and Winter cmntrysidc, and duty has encouraged the ren­
cD.t1paigns, the =eer with the 3d A=ored Div ovation progren. Board 
soldier earned his CIll COl!lC in April of 195B. walks .. ere :iJ:Jproved; 
and a purple hec.rt. After a 1cng and prcs- two mo:ro:> hooohee wero 
Prmoted to SFC(E-6) porous tour in Europe, constructed, the enlir­
uncer the Amy's old "SSG" Wyatt .. ns sent to ted men got their muc: 
prograo, Wyatt moved to Ft Polk, to work.:lB an desired club, and sev­
Canp Cnrson, COlorado instructor end cadre. er"l other projects are 
and service with the Picking up another planned or in progress. 
l1~h Amoree Ca.vaLry stripe, Wyatt ooved to The 36 yenr old 50)­

. ',~il discharged in '53 Ft Rucker, Alabena, lll'ld dier Who is noaring tl' 
~tor a short stint the ~ Avintion s±001 end of his 20 year en­

l... civilian life, Wyatt UtaI' sucessfru1y COl:l- listmant indicnted that 
rc-enlisted in 19551 plcting the tough =in- no definite plene were 

fj L.I~ [l~ IJ :Hi DN f{EliF\:S~ :~~.f~~k:t~~t~!~~--· -
THE llLACK llARON RELEASE is an euthcrized bi­
oonth1y publication of the 269th Combat Avia­
tion llattalion, Cu Chi, Victnnn. Opi.~ions ex-· 
prossed in this publication are not neoes~­
sarily those of the United States Army. 
Opinions oxpresscc. b", authC'~'~ of articles 
appearing in this publication are not neces­
... ~,...jl·l the v:ir:? ..... ·~ ("f trl\; ~"..ttr:li(Tl CC't'lm-:.nr1lJr, 

the best nttitude for 
a young soldier to 
take .. hi1e on active 
.:uty; The lllack llaron 
Top Soldier statedl "To 
serve their obligation 
to the bost of thoir a­
bility,'irregardloss of 
._.,,",..+I·,~,'-'· y' .... '" if ~1fln-


