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(REW CHIEF £LIES AFTER PILOTS WURY

What had begun as & routine oombat assault mission for the 187th Assault
Heliaopter Company, The Black Bawks, (269th Combat Aviation Battalion) sud-
denly became a life and death drama for the four orew-members of the num-
ber four ship in the formation. The flight had just taken off from a dmding
zone ten milee north of Seigon where | .

CiAMMERY

troops had been unloaded, A burst of ! RVinTLUN =

oncny fire raked the ship, wounding ’ H

both the pilot and the niroraft come | SHows 269 UN[TS

mander in the legs. The Adrcraft ' \/ T ™ '
ent into o decending left turn while | VEP\Y (:\E ‘ IVL

/

Rofoid 1
Sty o /o,

the pilot fought to regain control
before the ship orushed into the
wvound. Although unsoblo t¢ use . his
legs, the pilot succeoded in regeine-
ing control and stocrted to climb a-
way from the hostile fire.
Meanwhile, Specialist Fourth
Closs Larry W Mackey of Buckhannen,
West Virginia, and Specislist Fourth
Closs John W. Burke of Franklin, Few
Hompshire rushed forwnrd to remove
the cireraft commonder from his soat
SP4 Mackey then c¢lirbed into the va-
cant scot while S burke of..inis-
tered first aid to the aoircreft com-
pander who was suffering temporery
miscular spcesms of his arms end legs
resulting from o bullet damsging o
nervo. Although he hod no flying ex-
periance, Speelalist Mackey took
control of the gircraft while the
pilot tried to stop the flow of
blood from hiis wounds. Mackey turned
the aircraft toward fu Chi while a-
nother eircraft piloted by Captain

Jorry Wogner of Front Royal, Virginia |

provided d ose escort and reassuring
radio messages. Uncble to stop tho
“lov of blood, the pilot soon bYegan
to turn very pale. Mackoy then fl.w
the aircraft with his 3eft hand
whlle he cpplied direot prescure on
onc of the pilots leg wounds with

- 1ight hand in an effart to stcp

: bleeding. (Cont on page 3 Col 1)
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"Chosing the Army as a career is
sion himself,"

weaks KEY NCO,

The Teesville, Louisiana soldier began his
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personnl choiooj ecch mon must mako the doci=-
soys 15G Jerxry A Wyctt,
Sergeant of the Headquarters and Hecdquerters
Company, 269th Combet Aviction Battalion-This
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The following aro emcerpts taken.
from the USARV Daily Aviation Su -
mary. They will appear in each issuo
of the BLACK BARCN RELFASE,
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In & late report of Wednesdny's
air action, the 269th Combat Avic~
tion Battelion's 116th Asseult Heli-
copter Compeny reported that ‘two
irmy flierspiloted their "Stinger
gunship into two sworms of Viet Cong
killing 29. :

The only helicopter shot down by
enemy ground fire in the action was
piloted by Major Wyatt L, Schneider
of Ganeva, Febraskn, and Warrant Of=-
ficor Christorpher R. Valentine of
East Patterson, New Jersey. The Buey
slick wes hit before 1t reached the
17 and unloaded its troops.

When the ship touched down, Vel-
ontine, the pilot, killed the power
vhile the aireraft commender Schnei-
der called for gunship cover end a
recovery ship, Velentine and the
crev chief, Private First Class Wil-
lian Gear of Arlins+en, Texas set up
a defensive perimeter with the -
fantrymen pesscngers.

A few minutes leter, an Army Chi-

. nook came into ‘he londing zeno and.

picked up the disgbled chopper

! while Euey sisterships of the 116th ;\;‘-

extracted the crew and Ppassengerc.
2 JULY 1967 )

“Gunships froo the 18Tth Asseult

Helioopter Company killed six enery

while escourting slicks of the con
pany ofi "Ecgle Flights". Their Eoge
flight nettcd them the trouble th
(Con4 on page 4
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eault, During the unloading of 4in-
.fantry, the gunships kdlled the six
eneny and silenced eutomatic weepons
-vpositions. The londing zome was 27
niles south of Deu Tieng in Han
Nghie Province,

"Stinger" Gumships of +the 116th
Asspult Heliocopter Company killed
eight enemy while previding gun cove
or for slicke carrying 25th Infantry
Division troops on combat asssults

., into multiple lending zones west of
Duc Hea. ‘ :
6 JULY 1967 . A

4L "Slick" Huey from ¢he 116%h
4sspult Helicopter Company was down
ed by intense enemy autometic wea-
yons fire 2 piles oupside the Cu
Chi security perineter at 4130 p.n.
Wednesday. Gunships were irmediately
called to protect the chopper which
ves in the niddle of unsecure ares,
The divwned chopper also ealled for
USAF fighter-bomber strikes to drive
beck tho approaching enemy.

4 '"Robinhood" slick chopper of
the 173d Asseult Helicopter Company
(11th Corbet Aviction Battalion) was
in the ercc end wes diverted from
its orginisl nmission ,to try to ex~
tract the crew (n¢ passengers.

"Hornet" slicks of the 116th were
scrambled at Cu Chi to inscrt 25th
- Infentry Division soldiers into the
aree. Mojor Brrold I Smell, Alexcn-
dria, Virginia, coommding officer
of the 116th, wos flying in a Sting-
er gunship providing gun cover for
the slicks. '"We don't like ¢o leavo
our pecple out in on eree 1like thet
for any length of time without pro-
tection," roported Major Sm11.

ITC Jomes He Merrymen, Arlington,
Virginie, comnonding Officer of the
269th Black Borons, tock over  the
crirmand end contreol dhip ond direc-
w2 hip slicks and gunships during
the action. 'Whon wo arrived on the
scene the fighter-boobers were there
end the 'Rodwing! nirplane was di-
rocting thon in air strikes egainst
the oneny along the riverls edge
froo which the chopper wzs etill
drawing heavy enermy fire. Tho Robin
ho' 4 Blick wes trying to get in to
rescue the crew ond pas-engers" ro
proted LTC Merrynen,

The "Robinhocd" ship come right
in on top of the downed chopper ond
successfully extrected the crew and

|

and protect the ohopper wuntil &t
could be recovered, A  "Blcokcats"
Chinook recovery ehip of the 11th Bn
213th 4ssault Support Heliccptor
Company recovered the ship end cax-
ried it back to repair facilities ct
8 JULY 1967

#Slicks" and gunships of the 1i6th
dssoult Helicoptor Coopony flew in
support of the TU.S5. 25th Infantry
Division, conducting two ocorbet as-
soults 15 niles s-nth of JIue Hoo
near the Oriental River. The Hornets
carried elements of the 2/27th 1:-
fantry into two LZs while Stinger
gunships provided overhecd firepower |,
They met onemy risistcnce et bath
pites and the "Stingers" -dlained
four VC killed, sovon fortificeti : o
destroyed .nd cne sanpan sunk.
11 JULY 1967

Two Helicoptars of the 187th As-
sault Belicopter Company sew acticn
during suppart ectivities for ele-
ments of the Army's 25th Infantry
DiViSiont )

The first ship, cenpanded by CPT
“Jerry Wegnc» of Feyetteville, N.C., f
and piloted by WO John M Yirat of*
Coohz, Nobraska, flew its support-
missions over the Saizon River near
the village of Lai Thieu, 12 miles
North of Saigen. The crew chief and y
doorgunner, £P4's Eruce D. Matthews
of Narth Jackson, Ohio, ené Richard”
Jo Ringwood-of Walnut Creck, Cali-
fornia, were the mnchinegun marks-
Den who killed two crmed enemy snd
sank the sampan in which they wero
riding. '

N The Socond ophip, commonded 1ty
CPT John Quesenborry .of San Diego
Celifornia, and piloted by WO Steve

~Hertmen of Flord :vent, Missouri,
wvas flying neer the wvillage of B 7
Trai, 21 miles Eest Northeast .
Saigon, when they spottod soversl
enery troops ruming from advancing
elenents of the 25th Imfantry Divi-
sion. " Tho "Blackhewk" crew chi~f
and doorgumner zercved in eon -tk .n
with their machineguns. SP4s Imants
Celtnieks of Washingtom, D.C., and

: Sobert N. Gibanlt of  Attleboro,

ssaghusetts, cdught. -the enenmy in
the open end killed three ¢f them
with a hail of putonatic weopons
fire, : :
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Just before I left the states, there was a
song that was quite populer, the words of
vhich went something like thiss

"What the world needs now;

Is Love sweet, love,

That's the only thing that there's
Just too little of "

Those of us who find ourselves in the war
areo quick to agree. If men throughout the
world could lecrn to "Love o.i2 another", we
would not be here. ,

By now you heve probably guessed that the
word under consideration this time i1s "Love"

The English languoge has shortchanged us
by offording us only one exprossion for sev-
ernl meznings in meny of our words. One of
these is 'Love! The Grecks, for example, have
&t least three words to express the different
concepts for which we use the term 'Love!,

One of these cencepts is that to which we
refer when we usc the phrase ‘"making Love'.
That kind of love portrayed in many movies in
which very often there is hardly any love in-
velved.

ancther is the concept of the love ghat
exists within a family: Between parenta end
child cr brother end sister.

The third e ncept is t'e ocne most often
mecnt when the term 'Love' is used in the New
Tostament. This is the ides conveyed in
I Jehn 3:11 *For this is the message which

ycu have heard from the %beginning, that we
shuld leve cne ancther'. The 13th 6hapter of
I Corinthigns, known es  the '"Love Chapter"

givas o gr'd explonaticn of this love.s It
sgys in part: "lLove is patient and kind; Love
is not Jeelous or ©boastful; it is net arro-
gant or rude. Love does net insist onits own

way; it is nct  irriteble or resentful; it
dces not rejcice et wrong, but rejcices in
tre right. Love bezrs all things, believes
all things, hcpes 211 thing., endures =all

things. Love never ends.
Surely "wWhet the world needs now is Love",

this kind of love between all men. So, let m= .

sugrest thot wo all start right here to do as
Paul saye, '"Meke love ycur aim,”

Chaplain Peterson
SEAVICE SCHEDULE
Cath~-Sun 0830 & 1030 hrs 28 Bde Chapel
Protestant-~- Sun 1100 hrs HEC Day Room
Jewish-= Fri 1900 hrs Div Memorisl Chaopel
Sat 0900 hrc Div Memorial Chapel
Lutheran—Sun 1300 hrs Support Bde Chapel
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LBT SAYS CONDS INMPORTANT:

President J chnson

sevs,™e cen do nc lees do what we czn.

must cuietly and firmly
Buyine
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.. Moving from California
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‘Continued frem page 1)

Concern over the two wounded o-
vietors prompted SP4 Mackey to the
small helipad at the Twelfth Evacu-
ation Hospital at Cu Chi rather than
the longer runwny of the airfield.
The fect that Mackey had no flying
experiance did not deter himj he was
tenr  interosted in getting the two
wounded eviators to a Redieel fecil=
ity., With advice frem Captain Wagner
and the pilot, Mackey eccomplished a
noronal approach and a smooth landing
rn the small hrspitsl ped. Waiting
rodicel personnel rushed them inside
for treetment. Mekey's ordeal .was
over. Captein Wagner, who hed landed
his own aircraft, ceme forward and
flew the aircraft to the maintensnco
area &t Cu Chi airfield. The etill
unruf fled Mackoy then began e survey

KEY NLO

(Centinued from Page 1)

t4 P4 Lecnardwood, Mo.

269th Cbt Avn Bn

Page 3

of the damage to the pircraft.
Shortly, .however, groups of ama-

i zed officers emnd enlistedmen found

hin and +the showers of congretula
tions began. ‘the two words most oftan
heard were "Fantastic" and "Imbeliev
able" in discridbin, Mackey's fesct,
The most rewarding oongratulaticnc
to Mackey and Burke ceme two hours
la tar when they visited the air-
croft commander aend pillot in the
hospitnl.  No flowery words of gra-
cious phrases were spoken. The sinm~-
ple words, handshnkes and locks on
the pilots faces seid more than eny
words coud even hcpe to express.

Fa his heroic action, Specialist
Mackey received the Distinguished

Flying Crosse and a promotion <o
tpecislist Fifth Class,

1ARAs LONG PROSZEOUS EF\\?EtR

wes sent to the Tth In-
faniry Division in Ko- was
rea as a PFC,

tencnce course, Wvatt
sent 4o Vietnen and

and the| the 147th Avn Co at Vuag

was next on tho =agenda

for Wyatt, He worked as
an instructor and as
cadre prirr to Joining
the 5th Regimentel Come
bat Tean in Korea &s ©n
YCO in April of 151,
Participating in the
Surmer, Fall and Winter
ccmpeigns, the career
soldier earned his CIB
and e purple heort.
Procoted to  SFC(E-6)
under the Army's old
progran, Wyett noved to
Carp Carson, Coloredo
and service with the
11%h Arnored Cavalry
-+1%i1 & scharged in '53
ifter o short stint
i civilian lii‘e, Wyatt
ro-enlisted :Ln 19553

CLAEDK

leng hard elimb back up|{ Tau.

the latter begen.

Jan of '57 was the
next chenge of station
as Ft Leonardwood wol-
comed the then "SGT"
Wyatt back.

The beautiful German
ccuntryside, end duty
with the 3d Armored Div
camc in April of 1956,
After a long and pres=-

‘perous tour 1in BEurope,

"55G" Wyett was sent to
Ft Polk, to work as an
inetructor end cadre.
Picking wup enother
stripe, Wyatt moved to
Ft Fucker, Alabana, ond
tte 4rmy Avistion Sdwool
Aftar pucessfully com-
pletin.g the tough noin-
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THE BLACK BARON RELEASE is an euthcrized bi-
nonthly publication of the 269th Combat Avia-
tion Battalion, Cu Chi, Vietnam. Opirions ex-
pressed in this publication are not necese-
sarily those of the TUnited States Army.
Opinions expresseld by suthouve of articles
eppeering in this publication ere nct neces-
c-vily the viowe ¢f the Pattelicn Commander,

There he cdded o dia
mond to his stripes and
ceme to the Black Baron
Bettalion under the in-
fusion progran,

Since being essignod
to the 269th, 13 Wyatt
hee encouraged the ren-
ovation progran. Board
walks were improveds
two more
constructed, the enlie~
ted men got their muc.
desired club, and sev-
er:l other projects are
planneé or in progresss

The 36 year old s0)-
dier who 1is noaring t@-
end of his 20 yeer en-
listnent indicated that
no definite plzns were
mado for after.- retirc-
ment. Asked what he felt
the Ybest ettitude for
& young soldier to
take while on active
luty; The Black Baron
Top Soldier stated: "To
serve their obligoticn
to the best of their a-
bility, irrcgardless of

vk ptlomtl s rev de mlape

FLLES CHOPPER RAFTER-:

hooches wero -




