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The 19lst Assault Helicopter Company, although younger than many assault 

-Ii OOttpani8e in Vietnam, is one of the bput known rod respected in its area. 

of operations. It I S assigned aviators are young but quiokly learn to 

function effectivelY as part of a combat asaaul t team. In the past six 

months the compeny has flown over seventeen thousand eight hundred hours 

and spent one hundred seventy five de,ys conducting combat assaul ta. E!II)h 

aircraft has an orange boomerang painted on the noae section and just as 

the name implies I the 191st "Boomerangs" always come b!ll)k. 
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A. recapitulation of history and honors as described in the history of 

lineage sho,ols the 191st was constituted on 23 September 1942 iii the Army 

of the United States 'as the 2029th Quartermaster Truck Company, Aviation, 

md activated on 1 October 1942 at Hensley Field, Texas. ;~ter partici-

pating in the Rome-Jlrnd Campaign, the company was inactivated on 20 June 

1946 in Germany. It was converted and redesi. gnated on 1 August 1946 as 

the 2029th Transportation Corps Truck Company and again on :;0 September 

1966 as the 191st Aviation Company. The Company was activated on 1 Deo-

ember 1966 at Fort Bragg, North Carolina. 
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By d1rection or General Order Number 4'3 dated 18 November 1966 the 1911111 

A8se.ult Helioopter Company waa organized at ~'ort Bragg, North Carolina • 
• 

The 26th Signal Detachment and the 606th Transportation Detaobment were 

attaohed at this ,time. On 23 Februar.lli 1967 these units were assigned to 

the 82nd 1.viation Battalion. 82nd iJ.irborne Division at Fort Bragg. 

The 191st was attached to the 627th Supply and Service Battalion (00), a 

host unit. ror the purpose or providing administrative. training, ope1\-

ational. and logistioal support. Due to a tremendous reourring progrel!l 

subjected by the 627th, the 191st />ssault Helioopter Company did not have 

a romal orderly room, nor did they have a great deal or administrative 

control. The 191st was grently stablized upon aasignment to the 82nd 

Jiirborne Division just three months prior to its deployment to Vietnam. 

The 191st training program oonsisted or sevQl weeks or rormal training, 

a SClVEn d~ FTX, and a three d~ ORT. Oper"tions waa established at 

Simmons :.rm;" JJ.rf'ield, Fort Bragg, north Carolina. The 191st then 

received a ra.ting or combat ready. 

The 191st .Ilsssult Helicopter Company was given until 10 :.pr: il 1967 to 

move all airoraft to Sharpe :=y Depot. ,. orash maintenanoe progran had 

to be established Qld:the rirst airoraft departed Fort Bragg on 30 }1a.ro'h 

1967. The remainder or the aircrc.f't departed during the next five days 

and were all rerried to ShA.rpe Amy Depot by the specified date. 75% 

or the unit's personnel were on the rerry rlight. Upon their return 

finN. pMking was completed on 20 .. pril 1967. 

The 191st arrived in Vietnron on 24 May 1967 where it was assigned to the 

2l4th Combat :.viation Ba"vtplion. In-oountry orientation was oompleted on 

21 June 1967 and the co, l' any was deo1ilred operational. 

Upon its =ival at Bearcat, Republio or Vietnam, the 191st was raced 
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with the enormous task of building a now base. Hclp in building the 
• 

mess hall was given: by the Engineers, but the men of the company bad to 

em struot Aircraft revetments, bunke:t'#l, tents, mainten.moe sheds, ell , 

orderly :room and an operations hut. The oonstruction was greatly ha.mpe~ 

ed '\ly the heavy monsolllls, but the end p:roduct was a. fine example of work-

manship and determination. 

Prior to oompletion, 9th Infantry Division Headquarters moved to Dong T~, 

RVN and rumors of the 19lst following them were spread quioklyo In mid 

Ootober 1968 the word beo~e official and the :Boomerangs prepared fer the 

2 November move. ., • - . 1 • , . . 
After uneventful road and air movements the men set down to ohange m area 

of dust, sand, and wa.ter into oomforta.ble living and working areas. Due 

to careful prior planning and hard ~rlr:, no one had to spend any time in 

tents or had to do without EmY of the basio oomforts. t. smooth move suoh 

as this is a fine refleotion of the esprit de corps md determindion of 

the :Boomerangs to al>w"s be first. 
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"-. -"~III 1 .eoember 1966 the 191st :.esaul t Helicapt"r Company has boasted e. 

distinot line of oommnndera. lIe.jar \i1nesette and the Company COll1lD8Zlders 
• 

that followed have boosted the unit to the proud station it hold 8 tod~ • 

. CQl P hNY COIllli.1IDl!1HS 

Major Riohaa:d C. \{inesette ..• 

liajor Clarence ... Patnode Jr. 

Me.jor William W. Spurlook 

MajClt' Colbert L. Di1da.v 

tla.jo r Carl vin J. Griggs 

Ma.jor John 1 .. Petrie 

PLi_ToeN COMJ:'&JIDERS 

1ST FIIGHT fL:,Tq01:T 

• • 

• 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • • 

• • 

• • • 

• • 

• • • 

• • • 

• INCLUSIVE D,Tl!§ 

• • • • • 1 Dec 66 - 2~ Ma.v 67 

• • • • • 24 Ma.v 67 - 4 Nov 67 

• • • • • 5 Nov 67 - 11 Feb 68 

• • • • • 12 Feb 68 - 19 Jun 68 

• • • • 20 Jun 68 - 9 Oot 68 

• • • • • 10 Oot 68 - Present 

nTCLtlSIVE D;.TES 

Captain Harold K. Ta.vlor • • • • • • •••• 24 Jun 67 - 14 Jm 68 

CaJtain Ollie D. Kennedy Jr. • • • • • • • • 15 Jan 68 - 9 Ma.v 68 

Captain Lambert J. Essp~ Jr. ••••••• 10 May 68 - 19 Jun 68 

First Lieutenant Ra.vmond P. ;lugg • • • • • • 20 Jun 68 - fresent 

2ND FLIGHT Ph.TOON 

Captain John V. Hedriok • • • • • • • • •• 22 Deo 66 - 24 Sep 67 

Major Car1vin J. Griggs • • • • • • • • • • 25 Sep 67 - 23 Nov 67 

Captain John S. CrosBl!Ian • • • • • • • • • 24 Nov 67 - 19 NFlI' 68 

20 Mar 66 - 10 Ma.v 66 Captein Stephen O. Fetty • • • • • • • • • 

Captain t.mold \1. Luke .' •••••••••• 11 Hey 6a - 12 :.ug 68 

First Lieutenant Robert C. Wren 

Captain John D. F Aloon • • • • • 

Captain Edson O. Parker • • • • 

• • • • • • 13 J~ug 68 - 8 Sep 68 

9 Sep 68 - 31 Oot 68 • • • • • • 

• • • • • • 1 Nov 68 - 18 Dee 68 

First Lieutenant Henry F \Islburn • • • • • • 19 Deo 68 - Present 

10 

, 



.. 

• 
ARMED PLATOON 

Capt a.1.n No rDlAIl Ki dd . . .. . • • " . <II. . • • 

Captain David Bergllll'.Il • • • • • • • • • • 

l1 Jan 67 - 26 May 67 

27 r1ay 67 - 20 Nov 67 

Captain Robert C. Stack , . . . , . 
• • 

Captain Stanley Che=ie • • • • • 

• • j 21 Nov 67 - 4 reb 68 

• • 5 Feb 68 - 18 Nay 68 • • • 

Capt ain Harry J. i:ifmds • • • • • • • • • • 19 ~jay 68 - 2 Aug 68 

Ca;1tain David C. Burch • • • • • • • 3 l~ug 68 - 3 Sap 68 

Captain Bruce vi. Palmer •••••••••• 4 Sep 68 - 30 Nov 68 

First Lieutenant John L. Cook • • • • • • • 1 Dec 68 - Present 
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,~iEA OF' OPW;_TIONS 

The normal area of operations for the 19lst Assault Helioopter Company" 
• 

' is from Nha Be on the Dong I!ai River extended south and southeast to 

Dong Tam on the My Tho River. 

The terrain is extremely flat. Average eleVation in this area is frOm 

o to 10 feet. The countryside is dominated by a vast netwark of rioe 

paddies which are Oovered by water most of the year. 
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UNIT OP!i:IlJ.TIONS 

The present mission assigned to the 191st AssaJUt llelioopter Comp~ 

al though unstltted in a. mission sta.tement, is the direot support of the 

operations of the 9th Infantry Division. Approximately 98}G of the 

'operAotions Aot the present time are combat a.asaul t operations in support 

of 9th Division units. 

On 2 July 1966 the 191st Assault Helioopter Company sun ships were 

credited with 5 enemy KB.\, 1 WBA and 1 KBh/WBI, probable while supporting 

the 2/60 Infantry Battalion, 9th Infmtry Division. The 191st had just 

coll1RletrJd inserting 14 sorties when severel va with weapons were observed. 

Pemission to fire wa.a -quiokly obtained and the "Bounty Hunters" immediately 

engaged the foroe wHli devafltA.tt~ aoCllrP,ay. 

On 15 July 1966 the Boomerl'.ngB supported the 1st Brigade, 9th Infantry 

di vision. From 0130 hours to 2200 hours the 191st l.ssaul t Helioopter 

Company flew constFllltly and wss the only supporting element whioh en­

Flbled the 1st BrigFlde to oompletely surround a va B~.ttaJ.ion. The 191st 

gun ships throughout the day fired suppressive fire in support of the 

ground troops. The COmpFlllY flew 156 hours EIld ha.done UR-IC hit by 

enemy automatic weapons fire. Approximately 1,020 men were lifted 

during the day's operA.tion. On the roorning following these insertions 

the 1st Brign.de units found 16 enemy dead. Captured weapons included 

10 rifles, two maohine guns and four mortars. 

On the night of 17 July 1966 the 191st began a series of night operatiaJ. s 

for units of the 1st Briga.de, 9th Infantry Division. Insertiona m d 

extre.ctions were conduoted in a. manner similAr to day operations 
14 
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enooWltered in this night operation nnd t~10se tb".t followed Wal 

oannisters from the illumination roWlds. One of the first night 

operations a gWl ship wa.s hit by a Qannister whioh Almost demolished the 

co-pilot's door and broke the left skid. The Wlit quiokly leaxned to 

avoid the ,area. of cannister "fAllout" and no other mishaps were encoWltered. 

J.viators of the 191st logged 992 Murs of night tiIne during the month of 

July. 

On 26 July the 191st Boomerangs new elements of the RoyAl Thai Amyl s 

"Blaok Panther" Division on their first in-oountry mission. In essenoe 

the mission wa.s a praotice combat a.ssaul ~ from Bearcat to the grass 

strip at Long ThanP. South with the intended ptu;pose of familiarizing 

the Thai soldiers with helicopters and airmobile techniques. For 

realism, one light firo te/llll from the "Bounty HWlters", the 191st gWl 

platoon, reconnod the LZ and dropped smoke to mark the touoh down point 

for the first lift. Thouga for nost of the Thai soldiers this was their 

first enoounter with helioopters, the operation went without inoident. 

During an insertion of troops into an LZ 10 nautioal miles southea.st 

of Tan Tru on 4 August 1968 the flight WI.\S qaged by heaV7 automatio 

weapons fire from the nearby woodlines. Five ships were hit. One 

orp.shed and was destroyed due to enemy fire. Three of the orew members 

wsre hospitalized. 

\lhile supporting the 9th Infl'tl. try Division on a night combat I.\Ssault 

operation on 5 August 1968, Warrl'tl. t Offioer Gary D. :.llred, a member of 

the 191st Bounty Hunters Gun Platoon, experienoed en engine failure in 

his 00-10 and had to exeoute a foroed landing., The ship was skillfully 

15 



landed, oe,using no damage. The following rooming Na.jor General Robert 

• 
R Williams, Commanding Ganeral, 1st j,viation Brigade, flew to Bea.roat 

to oongratulate WO Allred on his suooessful night foroed landing. • • 

On 12 August 1968 the orash of a UH-ID one nautioal mile west of Raoh 

Klen olaimed the lives of four orew members and six passengers. The Ship 

w!lS returning to Bearoat following the oompletion of a oombat operation 

for the 9th Infantry Division. 

Fiftean airoraft from the 191st Assault Helioopter Company departed 

Bearoat at apprOximately 0645 hours on 18 ..... ugust 1968 to support a 

Battalion of the 9th Infantr)' Division north of Vinh Long. The 

following is an acoount of that days events I E Company, ;/60 totaling 

1; sorties was inserted at approximately 0830 hours. L2 was oold IIld 

troops moved south to a oanal IIld starteri sweeping south east. Inserted 

B Company, 3/60 totaling 14 sorties. LZ was oold and troops IlIOved 

north east to flank E Company and move south east along oanal. At 

approximataly 11;0 hours an J.ir CaT unit made oontact. C Company oon-­

sisting of 13 sorties was to be inserted to develop the situation. On 

{ 
,. first insertion of C Company the flight reoeived intense automatio 

weapons fire from woodline to the N, NE, IIld E of LZ. Lead aircraft 

rsoeived several hits and landed at Vinh Long. Aircraft was unflyable. 

Ifwnber two aircraft in the flight also took hits, wounding two 

infantrymen. t.ircraft Commander:}lDloosied to Dong Tam with wounded In. 
upon landing ohecked his aircraft for battle damage, finding it unflyable. 

The night also received fire on second insertion and lead aircraft took 

hits. tdroraft was shut down in l'Z, cheoked for battle damage and 

found unflyable. By this time ; gunships of the 191st were down for 

16 



lIIa.1ntenance. Following tho insertion of C COti,}MY OIiO gunship f:Olll 

• the 19lst and one Huey Cobra prooeeded to attack enemy empl913em~ts 

to the NE of where they (0 Company) were pinned down by en~ fue. . , 
After a short engagement both ships received hits from enemy 6Ii.ltomatic 

weapons and departed sta.tion for Vinh Long to check for battle damage. 

;Both were damaged and unflyable. Another light fire tealll reported to 

the l.ir Mission Commander and were given the mission of reoonnaissanoe 

of an LZ in whioh to reinsert E Company. :Both received heavy automatio 

weapons fire and were damaged to the extent that they had to depart 

station. ,.t approximately 16;0 hours five UH-l troop carriers and 

one light fire team was att9l3hed to the 191st. One 19ht gun Ship had 

been repl'ired and was flyable by this time. E Company was extreoted EIld 

inserted. The flight received fire on both insertions but all ships 

oontinued to fly. At 1700 hours the Command and Control a1rqraft took 

hits at 1500 feet from an enemy automatic weapon and was foroed to land, 

airoraft was unflyable. i11l0ther airoraft was taken out of the flight 

for the 0 and C Party. At approximr.tely 1800 hours B Company was ex-

treoted and reinserted. The flight reoeived fire from buildings md 

tree line on fin~pproo.ch. The flight departed station for refueling 

and a check for battle damage. Another light fire team was att9l3hed at 

approximntely 18;0 hours and was assigned the mission of flying cover 

for B Company. l.t approxim'ltely 1830 hours both airoraft received 

intense automatic weapons fire and departed station for Vinh Long. 

Neither were able to return due to bullet damage. ;.t approximately 

1845 hours, two companies !lad been att9l3hed to y'60th and were inserted. 

17 

--'--------,---------------------"'-,---------



, 
" 

No tire WI;lS raooi ved on the first ::'r.~<..Ct I Ch. (" the seoond insertion 

the oompany reoeived heavy automp.tio (mu:,hine glU,) Hre whioh engaged 

the flight while in the LZ and ai'ter taki!l€ orr from the LZ. The 
• 

seoond lift of this insertion was inserted 500 meters farther BOuth. 

ll.i'ter oheoking for battle damage it was determined that the 19lst had 2 

L!H-l troop oarriere, the oommand and control aircrai't, and one gun ahip 

plus a spare UH-l troop oarriEir that were still flyable. Of all attached 

assets (12 Ilirorait total) there were ; UH-l troop oarriers a.nd one gun 

ship flyable. Beginning at approximately 2000 hours these 8 aircraft were 

utilized to oomplete a 5 ship extraction and insertion of troops from one 

fire support base to another one (these 5 ships reoeived fire trom two 

unknown looations enroute) and to resupDly ; oompanies with one resupply-

sortie to eaah oompany-. No fire was reoeived during resupply- missions. 

The flight was released e.t 2200 hours. The 606th Maintenanoe Detachment 

personnel had boen at Vinh Long and the initial PZ sinoe 1500 hours 

repairing airorait and determining recovery- prooedures to be used. Seven 

aircrait had to be left at the l'Z end Vinh Long. The remainder of the 

damaged ships were temporarily- repaired and flown to Bearcat. The 

Flight arrived at Bearcat at 2;;0 hours. The following de~ me.rked the 

rirst time in the history of the unit that it was unable to execute its 

assigned mission due to battle damage. 

The oompany lost!!. UH-1C gunship on 24 .. ugust due to enemy ground fire 

2C Mutioal. miles north of Vinh Long. The aircraft engulfed in flames 

from bullet damage, exeouted a. forced landing and burned, the orew 

esoaped uninjured. 
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On 25 August 1968 a. 1lH-IC gunship at:ruck f, rio€J dike end was d •• t:r:oyed 
• 

while a.tte!llpting a take off from a. field looation northwest of Sa.:!.&on. 

The orew esoa.ped without injury. • • 

The company suffered the loss of three orew manbers on 3 Septe!llber when 

their ship was shot down while supporting a oombat oper'l.tion near Raoh 

Kein. The airoraf't. a. UH-IC gun ship, was being used to suppress 

known ene~ positions when it came under intensive enemy fire rnd crashed. 

On 5 October \10 Ros s was on approach to a. piok.up zone when the tail rotCIt' 

of hie airoraf't struok a high dike. The airoraf't began to spin, a 

hovering auto:r:otation was attempted and the airoraf't landed hard. The 

main rotor blade flexed down and struok the top of the oookpit orushing 

through IIDd impacting with the pilot I s haad. WO Ross died of a severe 

concussion on 9 October 1968. 

On 24 Uovenber 1968 the Boomerangs were again conduotjllg oombat assault 

operAtions in the va infested Bon Tre area. Though six airoraf't raoeived 

numerous hits, the Bounty Hunters oonfirmed 9 IalAls IIld aasist€Jd in 

oapturing 35 detainees. Later on in the d~ the flight enoountered 

.- enti.helioopter mines in en LZ, These oons,isted of grenades placed on 

long bamboo poles set at a 45 degree angle with the sround. These were 

the first suoh devioes enoountered in this area. 

On 21 Decruber the flight spotted e.pproximate1,y 20 Viet Cong with wea.pons 

while on short final. The Bounty Hunters eng~ed th" enemy killing 

at least 15 of them. Later on in the d~ the Rlinters bagged 4 more 

that were taking avasi va a.otion. 
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24 Deoanber 1968 durir.p- f< rinp' pp.p.~e6 to ('ove!' the ground elemante 

• wi thdrawel t Bounty HLln:c ~r 111 s ~. rc;~o4.'t reo I'll vad a hit tX'Om a X'Ocket 

pX'Opelled grenade in the angina cOlllIlsxtment and maohine gtm fire 
~ 

opened up hia fuel oella. The aircraft immedi.atej.y burat into flames. 

The aircraft waa landed sa/i-ely and the orew reoei ved 110 injuries. 

After extraction of ita crew the aircra.f.t was d"stroyed when its own 

exmemont exploded. 
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~PlNER STlll! 

&HI • 

Major John 11 Jones 

we Eric Rebstock 

WO L~ D Miller 

PFC Bobby E Robinson 

DISTINGUISHED FLYINg CROSS 

Major Carlvin J. Griggs (Aohievement) 

Major Carl vin J. Griggs (2nd Oak Leat Cluster) 

Major Carlvin J. Griggs (3rd Oak Leaf Cluster) 

Captain Edson O. Parker 

Captain Bruoe W. Palmer 

Captain Bruoe W. Palmer (1st Oak Leaf Cluster) 

1LT John P. LaSalle Jr 

lLT R~nd P. Rugg 

CWO Edwin P. McKee (1st Oak Leaf Cluster) 

CWO Edwin :f. McKee (2nd Osk Leaf Cluster) 

CWO Robert Holt 

cwo C eoil Andrews 

CWO William J. Campbell 

CWO William Gill 

CWO Riohard W. Van Dusen 

CWO Fred Williams 
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D@E OF wnON 
18 Aug 68 

18 Aug 68 

3 Jun 68 

4 Aug 68 

20 Jun - 1.3 Oat 68 

8 Jun 68 

9 Oat 68 

24 Nov 68 

24 Nov 68 

18!ug 68 

1 Jun 69 

18 Aug 68 

24 Aug 68 

16 .Aug 68 

1 Jun 68 

11} Aug 66 

24 Aug 68 

24 Aug 68 

30 Sep 6e 

._------_._-------------
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cwo Riohara Inskeep 

ClIO Donald Nioholas 

CWO Donald Nioholes (let Oak Lee.! Oluster) 

CWO 'Il6nal d WiU,f:GllI 

WO Timothy Sherman 

WO Da.vid Sohwartz 

WO Irwin Sohneider 

WO Larry D. Miller 

WO Robert Kund 

WO Terry Wilund 

WO Stephan Brundage 

WO Clyde Wilkerson (Achievement) 

WO William Wells (Achievement) 

SP5 Robert Heinmiller 

SP5 Bobert Heinmiller· (1st Oak Lea! Cluster) 

11>5 Miohael L. Ja.ok80n 

SP5 Deniel Leonardo 

SP5 Deniel Leonardo (1st Oak Lea! Cluster) 

l!' 4 RandaJ.l L. Edwards 

SP4 Gerald C. Kahn 

SP4 George Reliford 

1 Jun 68 

1 Jun 68 

4 Av& 6. 

1 Jun 68 

24 Aug 68 

18 Aug 68 

30 Sep 68 

30 Sep 68 . 

30 Sap 68 

18 Aug 68 

30 Sap 68 

l~ Apr - 1 Jul 68 

4 Apr- 8 Aug 68 

16 Aug 68 

24 Nov 66 

4 lug 68 

18 aug 66 

14 Nov 68 

18 J.ug 68 

24 Nov 68 

18 Aug 68 

._--_._-------------------_.-._--_ ....... . 
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E:'~nlR PC! E -_ .. _----

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • J Sep Ce 
Ronald M. Cederlund • J • • • • • WOI •••••••••• 5 Sep 68 
P a.ul R. Frazi er • • • • • • 

SGT • • • • • • • • • • • • • 5 Sap 68 
Glenn R. Lawf'1eld • • •• • • • • • • • • • •••• • 7 Oot 68 

,!)NIT XEMBERs KnJ,ED NOT AS A M3tlLT OF HOSTP.!il ACTION 
Arnold W. Luke • • • • • • • • • cPT • • • • •• • • • • 12 Aug 68 Terry R. JEitlS • • • • • • • • • • WOI • • • • • • • • • • 12 Aug 68 Morris J. Ross • • • • • • • • • WOI • • • • • • • • • • 9 Oot 68 Gerald A. Wilson • • • • • • • • SP5 • • • • • • • • • • 12 Aug 68 Arturo D. Hontion • • • • • • • • SP4 • • • • • • • • • • 12 Aug 61 
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SJnoe ita errival in tne Republio of Vi<iltnam Reoo:rds incl1cato 1Ihe follo'll1Jlg atat1at:l.c8 th:rougn Decelllber 1968. • 
Tot.al SUpport Rotu:e Flown • • • • • • • ••• 55,907 
Total VO X111ed by :Boay Oount • • • • • • •• 554 
Total VO X111ad (?oss1ble). • • • • • • • •• 42 ru Due to Oomba.t • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 9 Non-Comba.t Fa.talities • • • • • • • • •••• 18 

WIA due to Oomba.t (Losses) ••••••••• 17 
Non~Combat Losses (Injw:ies) •••••••• 22 
Wounded in Aotion, Retu:med to Duty. • • • • '5 
Oourt Mart:l.alsl Summa,rJ ............. . Special • • • • • • • • • • General • • • • • • • • •• 

o 
4 
o 

Artiole 15'.. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 35 
Mele.ria. Cases • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 

, 

._--..,...\. ---,------------...---------~-----'-
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wI Et!YlLll. 
AmORAFT pTD ,W7;¥JOR, FLY!NG HQURS 

• l1ON'm UB-1D UB-1C UB-1H MAL HIGH. A'llfITOJ AJllR4GE Jul 68 •• 2450 • • 796 • • 0 • • '246 • • • 148.0 • •• '110.0 • 
AUS 68 • • 2606 • • 665 • • 0 • • '270 • • • 155.0 • • • 118.0 
Sap 68 • • 2265 • • 629 • • 0 • • 2914 • • • 161.0 • • • 118.0 
Oct 66 • • 2205 • • 654 • • 0 • • 2656 • • • 160.0 • • • 112.0 
Nov 66 • • 1876 • • 545 • • 0 • • 2421 • • • 1~6.0 • • • 96.0 
Dep 68 •• 2202 •• 717 •• 14 •• • •• 160.0 • • • 104.0 

API'ENDIX C 

AIRCRJ\.lf'l' 1,VUL:..BILITY l'lliRCBliTJ~GE 
MONTH Type 40 /;,V1l11 NORS - NQRM 
Ju1 66 • • UB-1C/UB-1D • • • 72.2/81.'5'/0 • • • 6.2/2.~ •• • 19.6/15.~ 
Aug 68 • • UH-1C/UH-1D • • • 56.0/69.9% • • • 4.415- 7% • • • 39.5/24.~ 
Sap 68 • • UH-IC/UB-1D • • • 60.7/59.2% • • • 10.1/14.2% •• 29.2/26.6% 
Oct 68 •• UH-1C/UH-1D ••• 52.9/65.,r. ••• 18.'2/01.~ •• 28.9/33.~ 
Nov 68 •• UH-1C/UH-1D ••• 60.0/73.6'/0 ••• 15.1/5.4% •• 24.9/21.0% 
Dec 68 UH-1C/UH-1D/UH-IH 48.5/71.2/30.9 14.3/3.9/0.~ 37.'2/24.9/69.1" 

. __ ._------.--.-.--------,--~-
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Jul 68 • • • • • • • 0 • • • • • • • OO.~ • • • • • 
Aug 68 • • • • • • • 3 • • • • • • • 93.0}£ • • • • • 
Sep 68 • • • • • • • 2 • • • • • • • f8.6% • • • • • 

Oct 68 • • • • • • • 1 • • • • • • • 30.9% • • • • • 

Nov 68 • • • • • • • 0 • • • • • • • OO.O}£ • • • • • 

Dec 68 • • • • • • • 3 • • • • • • • 95.4% · • • • • 

l'RESEtfj.' Jl.mC~\FT STRENGTH 

, .-.. . 
• AUTHORI7.1'D --'._- ASSIGNED 

UH-1D/UH~lH • • • • • • 2:; • • • • • • • • • • 20 

UH-IC • • • • • • • • • 8 • • • • • • • • • • 8 

28' 

• • 34.~ 

• • 51.~ 

• • 47.0}£ 

· • 31.4% 

• • 29.4% 

• • 32.7'/0 
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DOWlWIW2Jl!'D DDREBOm 
Silver Star • • • • .• 13·· . 9 • •• 2 ... " ..2. . " " . 0 

Soldier's Medal •• • • 8 • • • 2 • • • 4 •• • • 2 • " " .. o 

Distinguished 
Flying Cross • • • • • 131 • • • 107. • • 14 • • • • 14 • • • •• 2 

Bronze Star W/V • 

B:ronze Star • • • 

Idr Medal W/V • • 

Air Madal (Basio) 

Army Commendation 
Medal W/V •••• 

Army Commendation 
11adal • • • • • • 

l'urpJ. a Heart • • 

Air Medal (OLC'S) 

• • • 12 • • • 11 • • 

• • • 61 • • • 48 • • 

• • • 208. • • 169 • • 

• • • 391 • • • 358 • • 

• • • 10 ••• 10 • • 

• • 128 • • • 112 • • 

• • • 12 • • • .!)6 • • 

• • • 336 • • • 304· • 

• 0 • • • • 2 • • • • • 0 

• 6 • • • • 7 • • • • • 0 

• 47 • • • • 0 • • • 8 

• " • • • • 0 • • • • ~ 0 

• 2 • • • • 0 • • • • • 0 

• 23 • • • • 0 • • • • • 0 

• 1 • • • • NA • • • • • 0 

• :n • • • • o • • • • • 0 
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LET T E R S 0 F A l' l' R Eel A T ION 



, t,! , ' 

• 
§.!A!.U1!!! 22 June 1968 

, . . 
The 19ht Assw t Helioopter Compsny distineu1shed itself' by gal18llt:r:)" 

in action against a hostile force in the Republio of Vietnam on 1 June 1968. 
On that date the oompany Waf! in Sl1.pport of the 2d Battalion, 39th Inf'ant:r:)" 
on an operation in the l'lain Qf Reeds. At approximately 12;0 hours an el ... 
ment of Company C, :V39th lnfa."l"t!.'y was inlllerted at looation xs 385716. 
Withj.n mintltea a.t'ter being on the ground, the elements oame under intense 
automa.tio ~iea.pons end rooket fi.re f:t'Om enemy entrenohed in a bunker oomplex. 
Throughout the remainder of the de,y the battle grew in intensity a.s additional 
ground forces were inserbed in an effort to enoircle the enemy, later deter­
mined ·to be a va Battalion. Time end time again the airora.t't of the 19lst 
valorously braved hails of fire includi.ng rookets timed for airburst direoted 
agsir,at them. Without the slightest hesitation or oonoern for their own 
sa.t'ety the oompany oontinued t;1roughout the day to make possible tactioal 
anoirolement of the enemy. AlthCtJ.g!l night fell, the orews of the 191st 
persisted. At one point the oommand and oont:rol Ship, in almost total 
darkness, landed in the thiok of the fight to land the Battalion Commander 
and his sta.t'f, making it possible for him to ~sonally direot the operation. 
The oompany oontinued on into the night, spending every effort in the face 
of great risks, end in spite of the fact that virtually every Ship in the 
!lnit had sustained hits, to a.;'oompl;.&h its mission. Every orewmember of 
each Ship, beth lift snips 9l'il f.,'.t1lflt:iFo deserve the highest praise and 
reoognition for their brav":~' and dedioation to duty. Each of them, IIld 
the oompany as a whole performed in a manner whioh is in the highest tradi­
tions of the~tlitary serviae and reflect great oredit upon themSelves and 
the United states Army. 

s/William T. Leggett Jr. 
i/WILLlAM T. LEGGETT JR. 

LTC, Infantry 
Commending 

-_. __ ._------_. __ . __ .•.....•. 
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DliI' A,(~IT CF 'rl:2 t.P-NY 

HEAllQUARTEl.'f;!, Z} BNVTAL:;JJt 60'l'H INFANTRY 
~'O Bell P'rallcisoo 96'}7} • 

19 Jull1968 

SUBm!r. Letter ot Commendation 

TO. Commanding Ottioer 
191st Assault Helioopter Company 
Al'O 96530 

THRU, Commanding General 
1st Aviation Brigade 
&'0 96384 

, 

1. During the past six months the 191st Assault Helicopter Company, 
better known as the "Boomerangs," has perfomed its mission in sup­
port of the 2d :Battalion, 60th Infantry' in a truly outstanding man­
ner. The Boomerangs alwBi}'s revorted on time to the proper location 
with an operational Command and Control ship, ten litt ships, and tour 
gunships. On the few and intrequent oc~alions when a helicopter de­
veloped maintenance problems, the aircraft was either quickly repaired 
or a replacement aircraft was immediately turnished. 

2. On 8 June 1968 the eupport trom the :Boomerangs lett nothing to 
be desired. Th:roughout the dBi}' all men in the unit continuously ~_ 
onstrated supreme act!! ot heroislil while supporting the Infantry' unite 
which were in heavy contact with a large enemy force. Although all 
landing zones were hot and were covered by a heavy volume of enemy 
small arms, automa.tic weapons, and mortar tire, the Boomerangs never 
hesitated to land their aircraft where and when they were directed. 
This was true th:roughout the dq and night whether the mission was 
airmobile assault, resupply, or medioal evacuation. 

}. The lur Mission Commander, Major Griggs, alwqs tunctions in an 
outstandingmannerl however, his actions on 8 June 1968 were partic­
ularly cOllllllendllble. Throughout the insertion of Companies A and C, 
which were immediately engaged in heavy contact, he oalmly antioipated 
requirements which greatly simplitied the ooordination required be­
tween us And drastioally reduoed the reaction time ot the airmobile 
oompany. :Both rifle oompanies were inserted in a minimum amount ot 
time whioh allowed the air assets to be quickly relsased to another 
battalion that was inserted into the SaJlle area. l'rior to releasing 
the :Boomerangs, however, I requested that I be landed with COL1Psny C. 
In spite ot the intense volume cf enemy fire Oil the landing zone, Major 
Griggs unhesita.tingly landed his aircraft so tha.t my oommand group and 
I could join end better control the units on the ground. 

4. i'ersonnel assigned to the 191st Assault Helioopter Company have 
alwqs provided superior support to this battalion. Their high level 
or performance and unoolllLlOn valor has set a standard yet to be equaled 

--,-----

, 
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AVDJIIo.m Letter ofCollllllotndation Cont ~d 

b1 tI¥lY airmobile unit. The lloomerq •. an. ~«Ol1bie\IJ.y the. b.it aill'­
IIII'IWe unit with whiOh this bo.ttalion hall .... w02: •• d~, ~eb oontin­
uing per1'01'lllanoe has proven this i'dot. ' 

JAMES J. LINDSAY 
LTC, I:ntantry 
COllllllending 

.--- .------,---_._------------
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Dlil' J..I'm1llm OF THE ARMY 
IiEtJ)(lU.'l.itTlilRS 9THJ:N'F :>l:TRY DIVISION 

Aj:O San Franoisoo 96370 

• , 

AVDE-CG 1, Sept8lllber 1968 

Dear Major Griggsl 

I want to thank you for the fine job the 19lst Aviation Company has been 
doing in support of our opera.tions. The 9th Division depands on its aiJ,\o 
mobile support and we alw~s like to work with the Boomerangs. 

I understand that during operations with tha:.First Brigade on 3 September 
you lost an aircraft and three men. I em really sorry and extend the sym­
pathy of the entire division. Unfortunately victories are not won without 
cost. vie look forward to)fOrking with you md your unit in the future. 

Hajor Carlvin J. Griggs 
Cowman ding Officer 
19lst Aviation Company 
!ii.'0 96530 

Sinoerely, 

s/Ewell 
t/ JULIAN J. EWELL 

Major General, USi. 
Oommanding 



Dl!1JIHTHFlrr ,OF T:llll .'JUIY 
Hll:;J)QU,.RTl'1P..S 9!l.'lI niIL\lI~RY DIVISION 

ill'O San Franoisuo 96~70 

, 

SUlIJECT$ Letter of COll1lllendation 

COll1lllanding Offioer 
2l4th Aviation Battalion 
Dong Tam, Vietnam 
AI'O 96'10 

, 

1. I ~riBh to extend my oongratulations to you, your officers, and men for 
their outstanding support 0 f 9'ch Infantry Division elements over the past 
few weeks. Deserving of special mention is the outstanding support rendered 
by the "Bounty Hunter" gunships of the 191st Avia.tion Comp~ on 24 November 
1968. . 

2. In additio.n to 10 KB,\ with whioh they were oredited, the Vigol'OUS and 
suooessful exeoution of all ass:Lgned missions, oontributed sicni£ioantly to 
the suooess enjoyed 'by the Division that d&;'/'. 

3. Again, oongratulations to aU on a job well done. 

._--------._-",----

s/Frti1lk L. Gunn 
t/FRAllK L. GUNN 

Brigadier General, USA. 
Acting COlllllander 
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,AVGC-:m (26 Nov 68) lilt Ind 
StlBJEl'TI Letter ot OOl!llllenda.tion • 

\. 
I 

DA, lIEIJ)QUARTDUJ, al4TH CQ1BAT AVIJ.TION B.\'l'rALION, APO 96:510, 12 ])eo __ 1". 

!l'O1 OOl!llllanding Of1'1oer, 191st AIIs\uJ. t Helioopter Oompany, .APO 96:5'TCi 

1. I wish to extend my personal oongratulationll on a job well done~ l'e:dQJ:I­
manoe suoh as this is indioative of a. hiS'h level of training and diaoipline, 
both a.t oOl!llllend end individual levels. 

'2. I II1II coni'idm t th!\t your unit will oontinue to perform with suoh & h1ch 
degree of pDOfessionalism in the future. 

s/Walla.ce R. Dietderioh 
t/WIJ.LAOE R. DMDJiJRICH 

L!l'O , Artill ery 
COl!llllending 
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\' 
Dlil.!.imIENir OF 'THE All)!Y'" ·i/· 

HEiUlQU./.JtTlilRS 9T11 m ll.NIl'R'lDIVlSXON 
lil'O San lrllZlOillloo 96,10 • 

AVDJ).CG 

BU, COllll!landing Of1'icer 
2l4th Combat I~v1at:Lon Batt a.lion 
111'0 96530 

TO. Commanding Offioer 
191st Assault Helioopter Company 
lilO %530 . 

Dea:r Major Griggs. 

·_---------_.-

I wasfK)rry to learn that one of your crewmen, Specialist Four Glenn Lawfield, 

was killed by hoetlle fire nea:r Ben Tn. 30 September 1968 while del1vertng 

troops of our Seoond Brigade onto a hot landing zone. On behalf of tl:le 

Ninth Infantry Diviilion, I ext and to you 0l1r sympathy 8ld oondolllZlOea. 

I hea:r nothing but good about the quality of support you are providing 

me. VIe are all grateful to you and look forward to working with the 

"Boomerangs" in the future. 

Sincerely. 

slEwell 
t/ JULIAN J. MlLL 

Major General, US.A. 
Co_ding 

:57 


