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The 191st Assault Helicopter Company, although younger than many assault
coupanies in Vietnam, is one of the beut known end respeoted in ita ares
of operations. It's assigned aviators are young but quickly learn to
function effectively as pert of a combat assault team. In the past six
monthe the company has flown over seventeen thousand eight hundred hours
and spent one hundred seventy five days conducting combat sssaults. Each
aircraft has an orange boomerang peinted on the nose section and Just as

the name implies, the 191st "Boomerangs' always come back.
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A recgpitulation of history and honors as described in the history of

lineage shows the 191st was constituted on 23 September 1942 in the Army

of the United States 'as the 2029th Quartermaster Truck Company, Aviation,
md activated on 1 October 1942 at Hensley Field, Texas. .fter partici-
pating in the Rome-Arnd Cempaign, the comi)any was inactiveted on 20 June
1946 in Germanv. It was converted and reded gnated on 1 August 1946 as
the 2029th Transportation Corps Truck Company and again on 30 September
1966 as fhe 191st Aviation Compeny. The Company was activated on 1 Dec-

ember 1966 at Fort Bragg, North Carclina.
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By direction of General Order Number 46% dated 18 NOv;ﬁhnr 1966 the 191et
Agsault Helioopter Company was organized st Fort Bragg, North Carolina.
The éGth Signal Detachment and the 606th Trasportation Detachment were
attached at this time. On 23 February 1967 these units were assigned to
the 82nd Aviation Battalion, 82nd Airbome Division at Fort Bragg.

The 191st was attached to the 627th Supply and Service Battalion (GS), a
host unit, for the purpose of providing administrative, training, op &=
ational and logistiosel support. Due to a tremendous recurring program
subjected by the 627th, the 191st issault Helioopt er Company did not have
a formal orderly room, ner did they have a great deal of admiﬁistrative
eontrol. The 19)lst was greatly ata,blized upon assignment to the 82nd
Mrborrie Diviaion Jjust three mogths prior %o itg deployment to Vietnam.
The 191st training program consisted of seven weeks of formel training,

& seven Gay PTX, and s three day ORT. Qperstions wes established at
Simmons /rmy iirfield, Fort Bragg, North Carclina. The 19lst then
received a rating of oombat reedy.

The 191lst issanit Helicopter Compeny was givem until 10 .pril 1967 to
move ell aircraft to Sharpe ‘rmy Depot. . oOrash meintenenoce progren had
to be established mithe first sircraft departed Fort Bragg on %0 Maroh
1967. The remainder of the eircroft departed during tpe next five days
and were all ferried to Sharpe Army Depot by the specified date. T5%

of the unit's perscnnel were on the ferry flight. Upon their return
final packing was completed on 20 .pril 1967.

The 191st arrived in Vietnrm on 24 May 1967 where it was assigned to the
214th Combat .,ivietion Battelion. In-oountry orientation was completed on
21 June 1967 and the co:pany was declaresd operational.

Upon its arrival at Bearcat, Republio of Vietnem, the 191lst was faced
7
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with the enormous task of buillding a new base. Help in building the

mess hall was given by the Engineers, bl.:t the men of the company nad to

e atruct alreraft revetments, bunkerp, tents, maintenance sheds, m .
orderly room and an operations hut. The construction wes greatly hamper-
ed by the heavy monsonns, but the end product was g fine emle of worke
manship and determination.

Prior to ocompletion, 9th Infantxy Division Héadquarters moved to Dong Tam,
RVN and rumors of the 19lst following them were spread guickly. In mid
October 1968 the word became offieial and the Boomerengs prepared f@ the
2 November move. . ™ * - LT R T S

After uneventful road a;pd alr movemento the men set down to change m area
of dust, sand, and water into comforteble living and working areas. Due
to cereful prior planning end hard werk, no one had to spend any time in
tents or had to do withoﬁ.t eny of the basie comforts. .4 smooth move such

as this is a fine refleotion of the esprit de ocorpe md determinstion cf

the Boomerangs to alweys be firet.
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distinot line of commenders.

- COLP COMLLITDERS

Mejor Richard C., Winesette « »

Mejor Clarence .. FPatnode Jr.

Mejor William W. Spurloock
Maje Colbsrt L. Dilday .

I-Iajoi: Carlvin J. Griggs

Major John fe Petric « +
PL.TOCH COMM NDERS
15T FI.IGHT EL,'*TQOI‘T

Captain Harold K. Taylor .

Captain Ollie D. Kennedy Jr. + .«

Ceptain Lambert J. Essexy Jr. .

First Lieutensnt Raymond P. Hugg

24D FLIGHT PL..TCCN
Captain John V. Hedrick .

Major Carlvin J. Griggs .
Captain John 5. Crossmen

Captein Stephen 0. Petty .
Captain Lrnold W. Luke + »
First Lieutensnt Robert C.

Captain John D. Fploon . »

Wren

. & @

Captein Edson O. Parker .+ « « «

Pirst Lieutenant Henry F Walburm

<
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-« *From )} december 1966 the 191st .asault Helicopter Gomi)any has boaatﬁd a

Hejor winesette ond the Compeny Commanders

. that followed have boosted the unit to the proud station it holds today.

INCLUSIVE D TES .
o ¢ 1 Dac 66 « 23 May 67

[ ]

24 May 67 -~ 4 Nov 67
5 Nov 67 = 11 Feb 68
12 Feb 68 = 19 Jun 68

20 Jun 68 -~ 9 Oot 68

s+ « 10 Oot 68 =~ Present

DICLUSIVE D.TES

24 Jun 67 = 14 Ja 68
15 Jen 68 = 9 May 68
10 May 66 - 19 Jun 68

20 Jun 68 - Pregent

22 Dec 66 - 24 Sep 67
25 Sép 67 = 2% Nov 67
24 Nov 67 = 19 Mar 68
20 Mar 66 - 10 May 68
11 liay 68 ~ 12 .ug 68
1% Lug 68 - 8 Sep 68
9 Sep 68 ~ 31 Oot 68
1 Nov 68 = 18 Dec 68

19 Dec 68 - Present
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ARMED PLATOON

Captein Normsn Kidd . . .

Captain David Bergmen . .

Captain Robert C. Stack
Captain Stanley Cherrie
Captain Harry J. Sands .
Captain David C. Burch .
Captain Bruce W. Yalmer

First Lieutenant John L.

-
- .

11

11 Jen 67 =« 26 May 67

. 27 May 67 - 20 Nov 67
| 21 Nov 67 = 4 Feb 68

5 Feb 68 - 18 May 66

19 May 68 = 2 Aug 68

'3 4ug 68 - 3 Sep 68

4 Sep 68 - 30 Nov 68

1 Dec 68 « Prasent




Lk}

——rn LML AL 4 S are e - e —————— r—

CHAPTER IV

|
L.

UNIT OPERATIONS

e L TEu—, a—

12




"1e from Nha Be on the Dong Nai River extended south snd southesst to
Dong Tam on the My Tho Riveri
The terrain ig extremely flat, Lverage elevation in thig area 1s from
0 fo 10 feet. The countryside is dominated.by & vast netwark of rige

paddies which are coversd by water most of the year.
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UNIT CPYER.TIONS

The present miseion asslgned to the 19lst Assamlt Helicopter Compa.ny;
although unstated in a mission statement, is the direct support of the
operations of the 9th Infantry Division. ipproximately 98% of the
operations at the present time are combat assault operations in support
of 9th Division units.

Oﬁ 5 July 1966 the 19lst Assault Helicopter Compeny g ships were
credited with 5 enemy KBA, 1 WBA aﬁd 7 KBA/WB.."L probable while supporting
the 2/60 Infentry Battolion, 9th Infentry Division. The 191st had just
completed inserting 14 sorties when several VO with weepons were observed.
Pormission to fire was .quickly obtained and the "Bounty Eunters" imedia.teln‘r
engaged the force witli devartating accurrcy.

On 15 July 1968 the Boomersngs eupported the lst Brigade, 9th Infentry
diviaion. From 0730 hours to 2200 hours the 191st Lssault Helicopter
Company flew constantly end was the only supporting element whioh en-
abled the 1st Brigade to completely surround a VG Battalion. The 19lat
gun ships throughout the day fired suppressive fire in support of the
ground troops. The company flew 156 hours and had one UH-1C hit by

enemy sutomatic wespons fire. ipproximately 1,020 men were lifted

during the day's operation. On the morning following these insertions
the 1lst Brignde units found 76 enemy dead. Captured weapons included

10 rifles, two machine guns and four mortars. ‘

On the night of 17 July 1968 the 191st began a series of night operatims
for units of the lst Brigade, 9th Infantry Division. Insertions ad

extraotions were conducted in a manner similar to -day operations

14
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with the addition of illumin~tioh. Ome of the".‘biggeﬁfsdméwl
encountered in this night operation am.i thi08e thrt followed was
cannisters from the illumination rounds. One of the first night
operations a gun ship was hit by a aennister whiech almost demolished the
co-~pilet's door and broke the left skid. The unit quiockly learned to
avoid the area of cannister "fall out! and no other mishaps were encountered.
Aviators of the 191lst logged 992 hours of night time during the month of
July.

On 26 July the 19lst Boomerangs flew elements of the Royal Thai Army's
"Blaok Panther" Division on their first in-country mission. In essence
the mission was a prectice combat assault from Bearcat to the grass
strip et Long Thanh South with the intended puxpose of familiarizing

the Thai soldiers with helioopters and airmobile techniques. For
realism, oneg light fire team from the "Bounty Hunters', the 191st gun
platoon, reconned the LZ and dropped smoke to mark the touch down point
for the first 1ift. Though for riost of the Thal soldiers this was their
first encounter with heliocopters, the operation went without inoident.
During an insertion of troops into en LZ 10 nautical milss scoutheast

of Tan Tru on 4 August 1968 the flight was enZaged by hoavy automatio
weapons fire from the nearby woodlines. Five ships were hit. One
ersshed and was destroyed due to enemy fire. Three of the crew membeps
were hospltalized.

While supporting the 9th Infartry Division on a night combat assault
operation on 5 fugust 1968, Warrmt Officer Gary D. .&lired, a member of
the 191st Bounty Hunters Gun Platoon, experienced s engine failure in

his UH-1C and had to exeoute a forced landing.. The ship was skillfully

15
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landed, csusing no damage. The following worning Major General Robar‘l;-
R Williams, Commanding General, lst ﬂviation Brigede, flew to Bearoat
to oongratulate WO Allred on his suc;,ceaaful night foroed lending. .
On 12 Lugust 1968 the orash of s UH-1D one nautical mile west of Rach
Kien oleimed the lives of four crew members and eix passengers. The ship
wes returning to Bearoat following the oompletion of a combat operation
for the 9th Infantry Division.

Fifteen aircraft from the 191st AQSault.Helioopter Company departed
Bearocat at approximately 0645 hours on 18 .Lugust 1968 to support a
Battelion of the 9th Infantry Division north of Vinh Longs The

following is an aceount of that days events: E Company, %/60 totaling

13 ;aortiea was insérted at epproximately 08%; hours. LZ was cold ad
troops moved south to a oanal md sterted sweeping south esst. Inserted
B Company, 7/60 totaeling 14 sorties. L2 was cold and troops moved

north east to flank E Company and move south east aleng canal. 4Lt
approximately 1130 hours an Lir Cay unit made contact. C Company oon-
sigsting of 1% sorties was to be ineerted to develop the situation. Om
first insertion of C Company the flight received intense automatio
weepons fire from woodline to the N, NE, end E of L2, Lead airoraft
received several hits and landed at Vinh Long. Aircraft was unflyasble.
Number two aircraft in the flight also took hits, wounding two
infentrymen. Aircraft Commander:ymoseled to Dong Tam with wounded md
upon landing ohecked his airoraft for battle damage, finding it unflyable.
The flight elaoc received fire on seocnd insertion and lead alroraft took
hits. Jdircraft was shut down in P2, ochecked for battle damage and

found unflyable. By this time 3 gunships of the 191st were down for
16
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malntenance. Following the insertion of C Coupeny one gunship from
the 191st and one Huey Cobra prooeedea to attack eaemy emplacementas

to the NE of where they (C Companyz were pimned down by enemy fire.
Lfter & short engagement both ships received hits from enemy sfitomstio
woagpong end departed station for Vinh Long to cheok for bettle damage.
Both were damaged and unflyable. Ancther light fi;e tean reported to
the Lir Mission Commander and were given the misaion of reconnaissance
of en LZ in which to reinsert E Company. Both received heavy automatio
wagpons fire and were dameged to the extent that they had to depart
station. At approximately 1630 hours five UH-l troop cerriers and

one light fire team was attached to the 191st. Ome 19lst gun ship had
been-repnired and was flyable by this time. E Company wes extracted md
inserted. The flight received fire on both insertions but =11 ships
oontinued to fly. At 1700 hours the Commend end Control alxcraft took
hits at 1500 fcet from an enemy sutomatio weaspon and was forced to land,
aircraft was unflyasble. Jnother alrcraft was taken out of the flight
for the C and C Party. At spproximrtely 1800 hours B Company was sx-
tracted and reinserted. The flight received fire from buildings and
tree line on finaMapproach. The flight departed station for refueling
and s cheok for battle damage. Another light fire team wggraxtanhed at
epproximntely 1830 hours and was assigned the mission of flying cover
for B Company. it app;oximataly 1830 hours both alreraft received
intense sutomatic wespons fire and departed station for Vinh long.
YVeoither were eble to return due to bullet damage. Lt epproximately

1845 hours, two companies had been attached to 3/60th and were inserted.

17
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No fipe was received on the first Inscrticue (i the seocond insertion
the company received heavy autematio (’mu,ﬁhine gui) fire whioch engaged
the flight while in the LZ end after taking off from the LZ. The
gecond 1lift of this insertion wos inserted 500 meters farther south.
Lifter ohecking for battle demage it was determined that the 191st had 2
WH=~1 troop carriers, the command and control eircraft, and one gun ahip
plus = spare Ud-1 troop cerrier that were still flyable. Of all attached
assets (12 airoraft total) there were 3 UH-1 troop carriers end ons gun
ship flyabl_e. Beginning at approximately 2000 houxrs these 8 aircraft were

utilized to complete a 5 ship extraction and insertion of troops from one

fire support base to another one (these 5 ships received fire from two

unknown locatioﬁs enroute) snd to resupuly % companies with oné resupply
sortle to eash ocompany. No fire was received during resupply missiona.
The flight was released st 2200 hours. The 606th Maintenance Detachment
persormel had been at Vinh Long end the initiel PZ since 1500 hours
repairing aircraft end determining recovery procedures to be used. Seven
aircraft had to be left st the PZ and Vinh Long. The remeinder of the
dameged ships were temporarily repaired and flown to Bearcat. The

Flight arrived at Bearcat at 2330 hours. The following day marked the

- first time in the history of the unit that it was uneble to execute its

assigned mission due to battle damnge.

The oompahy lost a UH-1C gunship on 24 .ugust due to enemy ground fire
20 neuticsal miles north of Vinh Long. The aircraft engulfed in flames
from bullet demage, executed a foroed landing and burned, the crew

esogped uninjured.

18
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On 25 August 1968 e UH-1C gunship struck . rice dike and was destroyed

‘while attampting o take off from a field losation northwest of Saigon.

The orew esosped without injury. . S
The company suffered the loss of threc orew menbers on 3 September when
their ship was shot down while supporting a combdbat operation near Rash
Kein. The aircraft, a UH-1C gun ship, wes being used to suppress

known enemy positions when it came under intensive anemy fire md crashed.
On 5 Qctober VWO Ros s was on approach to a plokeup zone when thé tail rotar
of his airoraft struck a high dike. The niroraft begen to sping a
hovering autorotation was attempted and the aircraft lended hard. The
mai'n rotor blade flexed down and struok the top of the cockpit ¢rushing
through and impacoting with the pilot's head. WO Ross dled of a severa
eoncussion on 9 October 1968.

On 24 Hovember 1968 the Boomerangs were agein conducting combat assault
operations in the V¢ infested Ban Tre area. Though six alrcraft received
numerocus hits, the Bounty Hunters confirmed 9 KBL's md assisted in
capturing 35 detainees. Later on in the dey the flight encountered
anti=helicopter mines in an 1LZ,s These oconsisted of grensdes placed on
long ba=mboo poles set at a 45 degree angle with the ground. These were
the first such deviees enco@tered in this area.

On 21 Decarber the flight spotted appro::ima.te’;y 20 Viet Cong with weapons
while on short final. The Bounty Hunters engaged th: enemy killing

st least 15 of them. Later on in the day the Hunters basgged 4 more

that were taking evasive sotion.

19
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24 December 1968 during firines pagoase to covei- the ground elements |
withdrawal, Bounty Hunter 1l's aircreft ‘reoeivad a hit from a rocket
,hﬁf propelled grenede in the engina oompa.};tmmt and machine gun fire
opened up his fuel cells. The airoraft immediately burst into flames.
The sircraft was landed safely and the orew weosived no injurles. |

After extraction of its orew the slrcraflt was dustroyed when its own

armemont exploded.
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¥ATCR_SWRDS_EVRECIETTD 70 UNIT ME.BERS

JLVER ST
AME .
Major John B Jones
WO Eric Rebatook
WO Larry D Miller

PFC Bobby E Robinson

DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS
Major Cerlvin J. Griggs (Achicvement)

Major Cerlvin J. Griggs (21’1& Oak Leaf Cluster)
Major Carlvin J. Griggs {3rd Oak Leaf Cluster)
Capteain Edscen 0. Parker

Captain Bruoce W. Palmer

Captain Bruoe W. Palmer (1st Osk Leaf Cluater)
1LT John P+ LeSalle Jr

11T Raymond P. Rugg

CWO Edwin P. McKee (let Oak Leaf Cluster)

-CWO Edwin T« McKee (2nd Oek Leaf Cluster)

CWO Robert Holt

CWO Cecil Andrews

CWO William J. Campbell
CWO William Gill

CW0 Richard W. Ven Dusen

CWO Fred Williamas

22
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18 aug 68

18 Aug 68
3 Jun 68

4 Aug 68

20 Jun -~ 13 Oct 68

8 Jun 68
9 Oct 68
24 Nov 68
18 Aug 68
24 Nov 68
18 fug 68
1 Jlm 68
18 Aug 68
24 hug 68
18 Aug 68
1 Jun 68
18 Aug 68
24 Aug 68
24 Aug 68

30 Sep 68
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OWO Richard Inskeep

CWO Donald Nicholas

CWO Donald Nicholes (lst Oak Leaf Oluster)
CWO Tonald Willtams

WO Timothy Sherman

WO David Schwartz

W0 Irwin Schneider

WO Lerry D. Miller

WO Robert Kund

WO Terry Wilund

WO Stephan Brundage

WO Clyde Wilkerson (Achievement)

WO Williem Wells (Achievement)

5 Robert Heinﬁiil exr

SP5 Robert Heinmiller (1lst Osk Leaf Cluster)
&% Michael L. Jackson

5 Danial Leonerdo

SP5 Daniel Leonardo {(1st Oak Leaf Cluster)
& 4 Randall L. Edwards

8P4 Gerald C. Kahn

SP4 George Reliford

25

1 Jun 68
1 Jun 68
4 Aug 68
1 Jun 68
24 hug 68
18 Aug 68
30 Sep 68
30 Sep 68 -
30 Sep 68
18 Aug 68
30 Sep 68
18 spr - 1 Jul 68
4 Apr -~ 8 Aug 68
18 Aug 68
24 Nov 68
4 Aug 68
18 sug 68
14 Nov 68

16 Lug 66

24 Nov. 68

18 Aug 68
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Pa.uer.Frazier......... 36T .,
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« 5 Sep C8
5 Sep 68
5 Sep 68
7 Oct 68

. UNIT MEMBERS KTILLED NOT AS A REBTILE Q& HOSTM ACTTON
Arnold w, Luke

I'....... CPT

TerryR. Jensg , LI I
MOIT’iBJ. Ross LI TS

wol o, .,

W0l ‘e

Gerald A WilBOIl . @
Arture D, MOl'ltiOIl . 0

SP5 e »
@4 L ]

....-.....12.&1:363

« 12 Auvg 68

.12Au368
v 12 Aug 68
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Sinoce its &7Tival in the Repudlio of Vietnaen
stetistiop through December 1968,
Total Support Hours Flowm ., , . s e e,
Total O Killed py Body Cownt , ., "% e e o
Total VO Ki11eq (Posstble). . , , , . , .
KT\ Due to Gombat MR I
Non~Combat Fatalities , , A
WIA due to Combat (Losses) . , . s e s e,
Non-Combat Losges (Injuries) e,
Wounded in Aotion, Retumed 4o Duty . . . .
Court Martisla; Summary , ., e ats o o o
Special.........
Gmud.........

Artiolel'S's..........-.....

Maﬂac&seﬂcoooo'-ooc-o-..l

Reoorda indicate the following

55,907
554

42

9

18

17

22

%

Ca o

35
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AIRCRAPT #ND 4 +TOR FLYING HOUR

O B mae mas gy LG AVLUIOR  AVERAGE

Jul 68 , , 2450 , , 96 , e 0 + 3246 ¢ v s 148.0 , + » 110,0
AugGB..2606 . 665 ..

. 0 3270 LI 155.0 « o« 118.0

Oct 68 . , 2205 .., 6% .,

0
Sep 68 , , 2285 .. 629 ,, o * e Dl4 .., 161.0 « ¢+ s 118.0
0 .+« 2856 * e 160.0 ., , 112,0
0

Rov 66 .. 1876 .. 545 . , T S 1360 4., 98,0

Deo 68 v . 2202 , . n7 .. 14 LA 5139 * + o 180.0 I 104-0

=
=
g

MON'TH Type 4/C. AVATL NORS NORM

Jul 68 . . UH-1C/UH-1D . . . T2.2/81.% ., . , 8e2/2.886 . o 4 19.6/15.9%
Aug 68 . . UH-1C/UH-1D . , . 56.0/69.9% o« o 44/5 M o o 3945/ 24, 7%
Sep 68 . . UH-1C/UH-1D . . . 60.7/59.2% . . . 10.1/14.2% . . 29.2/26.6%
Oct 68 . . UH~-1C/UH-1D ., , . 52.9/65.%%6 + o 18.2/01.% ., . 28.9/33, 4%

. 60.0/73.6% . . . 15.1/5.4 . . 24.9/21.0%
Dec 68 UE-1C/UH-1D/UH-13 4845/71.2/%0.9 14.%3.9/0.0% 37.2/24.9/69.1%

Nov 68 . « UH~-1C/UH-1D . .

Lok}

27.
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Jul 68
Aug 68
Sep 68
Oct 68
Nov' 68

Deo 68

[
.

AIRCRAFT SCCTDIY EXPERTENCE

NUMBER
« 0 . o 0y
] 3 L R R Y Y )

4 2 L ) - » . . L

PRESENT ATRCRAFT STRENGTH

" RATE

. 00.0% .
. 93,04 .
. 68.6% .
» 30.9% .
« 00.0% .
. 95.4% .

-
-

. o 34Tk
o o 51.8%
e o 47.0%
314 4%
. o D%
s e 32,7

ASSIGNED

UH"'ID/UH"].H-....-ZB----00000-20

U.H"lCo.coooooo
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\ARD
Silver Star ¢« «
Soldier's Medal .

Distinguished
Flying Cross . »

Bronze Star W/V .
Bronze Star « «
Ar Medal W/V .

Ar Medal (Basic)

Army Commendation

Medal W/V 4 « « &

Army Commendation
Hedal s w e« % 8 @

Turple Heart « o

Ar Medal (0LC'S) .

BECOMMENDED  APROVED 1LENDING
15 . o » 9 « s = 2 ave
8+ ¢ 2o 00 4 ] ..
151 L) - L 107 L ] [ ] . 14 L L]
12 * b 11 * o 0 .« &
61 *« 4 & 48 . o B 6 . @
ZDB « v @ 169 ¢« & o 47 L ]
91 4 s« 35840033,
10 L] * @ 10 a [ ] L 2 [
128 . & @ 112 . ¢ @ 23 LN ]
12 LA ,56 . * 0 l. L]
336 . & 8 304 e » 3 53 LI ]
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STATEMENT 22 June 1968

The 191st Assault Helioopter Company distinguished itself by gallantry
in aotion egainat a hostile force in the Republioc of Vietnam on 1 June 19686.
On that date the oompany was in support of the 2d Battalion, 39th Infentry
on an operation in the Flain of Reeds. At spproximately 1230 hours an ale-
ment of Company C, 2/39th Infantry was inserted at locatlon XS 385716.
. Within mninutes after being on the ground, the elements came under intense
entometic weaspons and rocket fire from enemy emtrenched in g bumker complex.
Throughout the remainder of the dzy the battle grew in intemnsity as additional
ground Iorces were inserted in an effort to encircle the enemy, later deter-
minad ‘to be a VO Battalion. Time and time again the aircraft of the 191st
valorousely braved halls of fire including rockets timed for airburst directed
egainat them. Without the slightest hesitation or concern for their own
safety the company continued taroughout the dsy to meke possitle tactioal
encirolement of the enemy. Althcvgh night fell, the crews of the 191st
persisted. At one point the command and control ship, in almost total
darlmess, landed in the thick of ths fight to land the Battalion Commander
and his staff, meking it possible for him to personally direct the operation.
The company continued on into the night, spending every effort in the fage
of great rieks, und in spite of the fact that virtually every ship in the
unit had susteined hits, to accowplish its mission. Every crewmsmber of
aach ship, both 1ift snips and gruebire deserve the highest praise and
recognition for their bravery and dedization to duty. Eaoh of them, end
the company e a whole performed in a manner which is in the highest tradi-
tions of themilitary service and reflect great oredit upon themselves and
the United States Army.

g/William . Leggett Jr.

t/WILLIAM T. LEGGETT JR.
LTC, Infantry :
Commanding
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HEADQUARTERES, 2% BATTALIGE 60T INFPANTRY
L0 San Frahcisog 96373

AVDE- IE: | 19 July 1968
SUBJEOTs Letter of Commendation ‘ Co

TOs Commanding Officer
191st Assault Helicopter Company
A0 96530

THRU: Commanding General
let Aviation Brigade
A0 96384

1. During the past six months the 1918t Assault Helicopter Company,
better known as the "Boomerangs," has performed its mission in sup-
port of the 2d Battalion, 60th Infantry in a truly outstanding man~
ner, The Boomerangs elways reported on time to the proper looetion
with an operational Command and Control ship, ten 1ift ships, and four
gunshipas. On the few and infrequent oc¢asions vwhen a helioopter de-
veloped maintenance problems, the aircraft was either quiokly repaired
or a replacement aircraft was immediately furnished.

2. On 8 June 1968 the support from the Boomerangs left nothing to
be desired. Throughout the day all men in the unit oontinuously gem-
onstrated supreme acts of heroisu while supporting the Infentry units
which were in heavy contact with a large enemy force. Although all
landing zones were hot and were covered by a heavy volume of enemy
small arms, eutomatioc weapons, and mortar fire, the Boomerangs never
hesitated to land their aircraft where snd when they were directed.
This was true throughout the day and night whether the mission was

" ‘edmmobile assault, resupply, or medicsl evacuation.

3« The Alr Mission Commander, Major Griggs, always functions in an
outstanding manners however, his actione on 8 June 1968 were partice
wWlarly commendable, Throughout the insertion of Companies A and C,
which were immediately engaged in heavy contact, he oalaly antiolpated
requirements whioch greatly simplified the oocordination reguired be-
tween us and drastioally reduced the resction time of the airtobile
compeny. Both rifle companies were inserted in a minimum amount of
time which allowed the air assets to be quickly released to another
battalion that was inserted inte the same ares. irior to releasing
the Boomerangs, however, I requested that I be landed with Company C.
In spite of the intense volumo ¢ enemy fire on the landing zone, Major
Griggs unhesitatingly landed his alreraft so that my commend group and
I could join and better control the units on the ground.

4+ TPersomnnel assigned to the 191st Assault Helicopter Company have

always provided superior support to this battalion. Their high level
of performance end unoommon valor has set a standard yet to be equaled
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AVDE-IHF Letter of Commendation Cont'd

Yy any cirmobile unit. The Boomersngs are undoubtedly the. tebt air-

PR A

mobile unit with which this battalion has ever workeds Their combine .

uing perfommanoe has proven this fdot.

JAMES J. LINDBAY
1TC, Infantry
Commanding

3




DEL ARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADOUAGTERS 9TH TNFANTRY DIVISION
A'O Sen Francisoo 96370

L} LY

AVDE~CG | 13 September 1968

Dear Major Griggs:

I want to thank you for the fine job the 19lst Aviation Company has been
doing in support of our operationa. The 9th Division depends on its air-
mobile support and we always like to work with the Boomerangs.

I understand that during operations with thel First Brigede on 3 September
you lost an eircraft and three men. I em raally sorry and extend the sym-
pathy of the entire division., Unfortunately victories are not won without
cost. We look forward to working with you ad your unit in the future.

Sinoerely,

g/Ewell .

4/ JULIAN J. EWELL
Major General, USi
Commanding

Major Carlvin J. Griggs
Cogmanding Officer
191st Aviation Company
A0 96530
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DR ARTMRNC OF TIE AlMY
. HILDOULRTERS 918 OfFANTRY DIVISION
/10 San Franoisco 96370

‘ .

AVDBwOT 26 Novamber 1968
SUBJECTs Letter of Commendation

Cormanding Officer

214th Aviation Battalion
Dong Tanm, Vietnem

A0 96370

1. I wish to extend my congratulations to you, your officers, and men for
their outstanding support o £ 9th Infantry Division elements over the past
few weeks. Deserving of epecial mention is the outstanding support rendered
by the "Bounty Hunter" gunships of the 1918t Aviation Company on 24 November
1968I

n, In addition to 10 KBA with whioh they were oredited, the ‘vigorous and
succeasful exeoution of all assigned miseions, contributed significantly to
the succeas enjoyed by the Division that daey.

3, Lgain, congratulations to dl on a Jjob weoll done.

8/Frank L. Gunn

t/FRANK L. GUNN
Brigadier General, USA
Aoting Commendexr
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. AV30-B (26 Nov éB) 1lat Ind
SUBJECT: Letter of Commendation

DA, HELDQUARTERS, 214TH COMBAT AVILTION BATTALION, APO 96370, 12 December 1966
T0+ Commanding Officer, 191st Asshult Helicoptexr Compeny, APO 96370

l. I wish to extend my personal oongratulations on a job well dene. Iexfar-
mance Buch as this is indicative of a high level of training and dieoipline,
both at command and individual levels.

2 I an confident that your unit will continue to perform with suoh a high
degree of professionelism in the future.

8/Wallace R. Dietderioh

t/W4LLACE R. DIETDERICH
17C, Artillery
Commanding
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HEADQUIKTERS OTE INYAMTRY DIVISION
40 San Franciseo 96370

AVDB-CG - 3 Cotolisr 1968

THRU: Commanding Offioer _
. 214th Combat aviation Battalion
O 96530

TOs Commanding Officer
" 191st Assault Helicopter Company
L0 96530

Dear Major Grigge:

I was sorry %o learn that one of your orewmen, Specialist Four Glenn Lawfield,
was killed by hostile fire neer Ben Tra, 30 September 1968 while delivering
troops of our Second Brigade onto & hot landing zone. On behalf of the

Ninth Infentry Division, I extend to you our eympathy md condolences.

I hear nothing but good sbout the quality of support you are providing
me. VWe are sll grateful to you and 1ook forward to working with the
"Boomerangs" in the future.

Sincerely,

8/ Bwell .

4/ JULIAN J. EWELL
Major General, USA
Commen ding
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