


JSEEAHC sl Dek Dereen

CONFIDENTIAL & /%= fzee

AVHGC-5ST (10 Aug €8) 2d Ind (C) MAJ Klingman/ds/LBN LA33 ©
SURJECT:  Nperational Peport of Headquarters, 16th CAT for perlod ending k-
31 July éf, RUG, COFOH - &5 (RI) (1) l

HOAQUARTLR S, URLTID JDATLE ARMY, VILTHAM, ATO fan Franclsco 96375 o - ACT 1969 2

T0:  Commandsr in Chief, United “tates Army, Pacific, AITH: OGPOPUT, APD g

Q€558 ™
1. (U) This hepdquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-lessons D
learned for the quarterly period ending 31 July 1968 from Headquarters, 1
1éth Jombat Aviation Group.

2., (C) Coments follow: C

a. FReference item concerning aviation assets, page 6, paragraph 2b(2): (
ilo additional assault helicopter companies are now avallabla or forecast to ‘
e avallahle In the near future,

h, ieference ltem concerning ballistic helmets, page 7, paragraph
2£(1)(a): <Conecur. lesearch is teing conducted on the overall wearability
of the tmllistic helmet. Modification kits designed to correct deficiencies
in helmets currently in HVY have Leen lssusd to using units.

c. ‘eference ltem concerning the use and training of field sanitation ;1;
toams, under the provisions of UCARY fegulation 40-19, page 8, paragraoh ‘ﬁ
2£(1)(v): <Soneur. There is no plan to discontinue this program. o2
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CONCIIT I AL

' DEPARTHENT OF THE ARMY
HEADGUARTERS, 16TH COMBAT AVIATION GROUP
APO San Francisco 96337

LVGM-5C . 10 Aug 68

SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 16th CAG for period ending 31 July
68, RCS, CSFOR - 65 (RI) (U)

T0: hssistant Chief of Staff for Forces Development
DA (ACSFOR, Dh)
Washington, DC 20310

1. (C) SECTION I, OPERATIONS: SIGNIFLICANT ACTIVITIES
a. (C) Command:
(1) General:

(a) This guarter was characterized by the utilization of the group's assets
to provide aviation support throughout the ICTZ. Major activities were high-
lightad by divisional operations along the mountain ranges bordering the coastal
plains from Khe Sanh to Ba To. In support of these divisional operations the
thres battalions of the group were actively involved with combat agsaults, troop
lifts, resupply, repositioning of artiilery units (including the 155 HOW battery
by usec of the CH-47B helicopter) and extensive use of the groups visual recon-
naissance and surveillance capability.

(b) Enemy activities: On 27 June and 12 July 68, Marble Mountain Air Facili-
ty was attacked by enemy fire with 122mm rockets (8 on 27 June; 9 on 12 July).
Resultant damage was the destruction of one building and minor damage to one ve-
hicle. There was no significant aircraft loss or damage during the above attacks.

b, (U) Mission: 16th CAG continues to remain under operational control of
CG, III MiF with the organizational mission of providing command (less operational
control), administration, technical supervision and professionalism of all non~

‘divisional US irmy units in the ICTZ. There has been no change in this unit's

mission during the period covered by this report.

DOWNGR,.DED AT 3 YEAR INTERVLILS.

COMIITLDENT/AL DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
| DOD DIRECTIVE 5200,10




™

LT TDENTIRL

AVGM-SC

SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 16th CAG for period ending 31 July
68, RCS, CSFOR - 65 (RI) (U)

¢. (U) Organization:

(1) Structure:

b L]
j 16th CAG l
, !
! |
SO R U I —]
‘ HHC l | 14th CAB | J212th CSAB;

(2) Organizational Changes:
(a) The 132nd ASHC was assigned to the 14th CAB on 23 May 68,
(b) The 272nd ASHC was assigned to the 308th CAB on 6 June 68.

(c) The 308th CAB was released form attachment to 16th C4iG on 1 July 68, and
20#iznad to the 101st Air Cav Div.

{3) Ctation List: (Inclosure ?)
d. (U) Personnel:
\1) Command Relationship
(a) Group Headquarters
CO: Col Daniel G Gust 036330 Thru 3 July
Col William C Tyrrell O70541 4 July ~ Fresent
DCG: LTC Thorveld R Torgerson 069818 Thru 29 Junc
LTC Rennie M Cory 065207 30 June - Present
S1: MAJ James a Boyd 0402196
S2: MAJ Herdon Codfrey Jr. 01935345 Thru 31 May

CPT Jorj C Head 05218635 1 June - Present

CONSFTLENTIHL
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AVGM~SC
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 16th CAG for period ending 31 July
68, RCS, CSFOR - 65 (RI) (U)

S3: LTC Rennie M Cory'065207 Thru 29 June
LTC Milton Benz 01861990 30 June - Présent
Sh: MAJ Franklin N Harris 089499 Thru - 30 June
MAJ George P Johanknecht 074734 1 July - Present
(b) Unit Commanders
14th CAB LTC Ray M Carson OF106541 Thru 6 July
LTC Charles 4 Klopp 071820 7 July = Present
212th CSAB LTC Wilber . Middleton 070141 Thru 13 June 68
LIC Bernard W Burns 073296 14 June - Fresent
308th C/iB LTC Charles S Steen 066513
(2) Unit Strength
&) Military
Subordinate Unit

HUC Off iuth O/H WO iuth O/H EM.uth O/H Total iuth O/H

17 22 2 3 5 o8 0 123
(b) Civilian

HHC DAC VN siuth ©O/H 3DNAT Contractor

v 0 5 3 0 0
e. (U) iircraft Status
UH-1D U-21 OH-64  U-ba
Auth 2 i1 2 1
o/H 2 1 2 1

f. (C) Operational Results (See Inclosure 2.)
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarter, 16th CAG for period cnding 31 July
68, RCS, CSFCR - 65 (RI) (U)

g+ (U) Intelligence

h. (C) Plans, Operations, Training

(1) Plans: fone

(2) Operations: Group operational activities were coordinated through the
three group irmy iviation Elements (Au/E) located in the three m jor headquarters
supported by the group. Significant activities occurring during the reporting
period for these .iE are outlined below.,

(a) ALE, III MAF:

1 Increased support of Prairie Fire operations from the Phu Bai FOB and the
evacuation of Kham Duc Special Forces Camp.

2 ZEstablishment of radio relay and command and control aircraft support for
frairie Fire operations.

3  Flight Following and 4ir/Fire Support Coordination instructions for ICTZ
were updated.

4 Helipad directory for ICTZ was updated.

2 Goordinated helicopter support of 1st Marine Division operations Mameluke
Thrust, .llen Brook and Swift Saber. These operations invelved the clearing of
arcas 15-20 miles around DaNang.

6 Coordinated helicopter support of operation Eagor Yankee in the TF X-Ray

coastal area. This operation involved cxtensive helicopterborne operations in the

3rd Marine Division area. .

Z Re-evaluation of aerial surveillance (OV-1) aircraft missions to effect
improved support for PCV,

(b) I Cofps AAE: ..ction undertaken by the I Corps .\iE during the period 1
May 1668 through 31 July 1968 that arc worthy of note follow: :

1 Increased VNiF support of .RVN combat operations. Close liaison between
the I Corps .\E, I Corps G3 .Air .dvisor and .ir Forco idvisory Team #5 (4F.T 5)
has resulted in a marked incrcase of VN.F helicopter support of ARVN combat oper-
ations. VN.F helicopters have participated with 16th Gp fislt Helicopters in all
4fVN combat assaults during this roporting period with the exception of one oper-~
ation where the LZ's were not capable of accommodating CH-34 helicopters.

CONIFILEN 77 /":) L
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LVGM~SC
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 16th CiG for period ending 31 July
68, RCS, CSFOR - 65 (RI) (U)

2 Increased helicopter support for Province idvisors. Senior fdvisor of
Gu~ng Nam Province and Quang Tin Province are now being supported daily by heli-
c.sters OPCON to the Commnding Officer, I Corps idvisory Group, Senior idvisors
oz Guang Tri, Thua Thien and Quang Ngai Provinces are receiving helicopter sup-
vort from Provisional Corps Vietnam and the /merical Division on a daily basis,
This arrangement for helicopter support of Provinece Senior .dvisors was approved
oy the Commanding General, III MiF and has resulted in a marked increase of heli~
copter flying time available to Province Senior idvisors.

(¢) LAE, FMAW: The iAE, FMiW was actively engaged in the planning and exe-
cution of the following significant activities. .

1 4 UB-1 pilot exchange program between FMAW and 1st 4CD (1/9th CiV) was ef-
fected during the period 1 May -~ 10 June 68. The purpose of this program was to
evaluate operating procedures of the 1/9th CAV for possible adoption by Marine
Torces. iilthough Marine reports were critical on sore arcas of operational pro-
ccdures, they recommended that the exchange program be continued.

2 Operation Duckblind which was in the planning stage for two months became
¢perational on 15 July 68. The irmy has provided two officers and one EM to give
. tochnical assistance, ecuipment support and crew training to the Marine personncl
iavolved in the operation.

3 Operation Thor: ./rmy aircraft were used to support this operation as re-—
quired visual reconnaissance aircraft requirements were beyond the capabilities
o Marine assets,

4 The /[AE is presently involved in a study to determine the visual reconnais—
sance/observation requirements for the 1st & 3rd Marine Divisions.

2 Conducted briefings for Marine Staff Personnel on the intelligence gathering
capzbilities of the OV-1 and the capabilities of the OH-6 observation helicopter.

:3) Training: Nome

i. (W) Logiséics: None
j. (U) Information: None
k., (U) Surgeon: None

1. (U) sSignal: None

m. (U) iviation Safety:

CONFIDENTIAL
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 16th C.G for period ending 31 July
68, RCS, CSFCR -~ 65 (RI) (U)

(1) 4viation Safety: The group flow 66,282 hours during the quarter, with an
~ectdent rate of 24,13 per 10C,000 flying hours, There wore sixteen (16) msjor
nuidents:  ten UH~1s, four O-1s, one OH-6 and one CH-47. Eight were pilot inducec
seven were matorial failures and onc was supervisory ecrror.

(2} Total accident experience is as follows:

R/W F/W Total

Major accidents 12 4 16
Minor accidents 0 0 0
Tncidents 13 4 17
Forced landings 8 1 9
Frecoutionary landings 13 7 20

2. {U) Section II LESSONS LE.RNED: COMMiNDERS OBSERV.LTIONS, EVALU.TIONS AND
RECTMENDLTIONS ¢

a. (U) Personnel: None

b. (C) Operations:

(1) Night target tactical air support.

(a) Observation: Wight tactical air support is difficult to obtain.

(b) Evaluation: It is extremely difficult to get responsive night Tactical
Ar %o strike targets developed by irmy SLiR/Infrared Systems in mountainous ter—
rein, The present USLF/US./USMC tcam concept ornly works for targcts located on
the chastal pleains and for most daylight targets. It does not provide the respon-

siveness and reliability on night missions as that of organic asscts.

(¢) Recommendation: ELvaluate present system for possible renovation to mect
the requirement to provide support against night targets developed by night sur-
veillance means. :

{2) 4viation assets

(a) Observation: The drain on aviatlon asscts is undermining the mounted war-~
fare capability of IIT MAF and the ICTZ.

COMFIDENT/AL
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SUBJECT: Operation2l Deport of Headquarters, 16th CiG for period ending 31 July
68, RCS, CSFOR - 65 (RI) (U)

(b) Evaluation: Bascd on a recent US/iRV study, therc is a requirement for
£ odditional 4HC in the ICTZ. These jiviation Units are needed to support Frov
-:v2s Vietnam, two ARVN divisions, CORDS and the Special Forces. In addition, one
‘xined Helicopter Company is needed to support the many US and ARVN operations
which frequently extend beyond arty range of firc bases,

(¢) Recommendations:

1 To reduce the deficit of utility helicopters within the ICTZ, an additional
~ Tfour iHC should be assigned to the 16th Combat Aviation Group to provide general
support to PCV units, two ARVN divisions, CORDS and the Special Forces.

2 TFurther recommend that one armed helicopter company be assigned to the 16th
Combat .viation Group for general support of tactical operations within I Corps.

c. (U) 1Intelligence: None
d. (U) Logistics: None

e, (U) Organizational: None
f. (U) Other

(1) Surgeon

(a) Ballistic Helmets

1 Observation: The greatest problem with the ballistic helmet seems to be in
sizing which does not corrcspond with that of the AiFH~-5. Few can wear the medium~
sizzd ballistic helmet and find it comfortable. This problem has resulted in a
near depletion of the stock of large ballistic helmets and an abundance of medium
and small sizes.

- Evaluation: The role of the ballistic helmet in the prevention of head
injury seems to have been fairly well cstablished since its introduction into Viet-
man. It has been found, however, that many crew members do not wear this helmet,
rreferring the older APH-5. The most common reason given for not wearing the bal-
Listic helmet is discomfort. It has been learned that the helmet can be modified
for better fit and better wearability with no decrease in protecticn., By cutting
out a semicircle in the polystyreme liner so the earphone can reccss more com~
pletely, aad removing a coil or two of the carphone springs, a more confortable fit
is possible. It also helps to tie the earphones fully out and to use the older
sizing pads. . block of wood may be placed between the carguards when the helmet
is stored to effect 2 slight increase in lateral sizec.

COMNEIDENTIHL
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 1éth GiG for period onding 31 July
68, RCS, CSFOR - 65 (RI) (U)

3 Recommendations:

Reasearch be conducted on the ballistic helmet to afford overall wearability

I

b Individual modifications be made on helmots which may improve the fit,
(b) Field Sanitation Teams

1 Observations: The role of the field sanitation teams in environmental
health is an established fact in those recmote areas outside fixed installations
where F/&E or Fublic Works does not function,

2- Evaluation: In the fixed base operations where Pi&E or Public Works is
responsible for environmental hoalth, the field sanitation teams appointed UP
USARV Reg. 40-~19 supplement the major duties of theso contractual agencies, On
cccasion, as recently, PAGE loses cortain of these contractual responsibilities
and the field sanitation teams becoms immediately of instrumental importance in the
areas of rodent control, insect control and field sanitation. The 16 hour in-
struction period set up by the surgeons section under the USARV Reg. 40-19 then
becomes an invaluable asset in maintaining the health of the commond.

3 Recommendations:

2 That UF USARV Reg. 40-19 the Field Sanitation Teams continue to be ap-
pointed and properly instructed in ficld and environmental health.

b  That surgeons make full use of these toams as .an invaluable aid, sup-
plemental or primary, in maintaining the health of tho command.

3. (U) SECTION III HEADQUARTERS, DEF;RTMENT OF THE .RMY SU:VEY INFORMATION. NONE

Wbl C1Lgrcl

2 Incl WILLIAM C TYREE

1 15th C.G Sta List . COLONEL, CE

2 16th CAG Operational Results Cormanding Officer
DISTRIBUTION:

CINCUS..RP.C, ATTN: GPOP-DT 2 cys

CE USARV, ATTN: AVHGC-DST 3 cys

CG ist ivn Bde, ATTN: 33 2 cys

CG 1at Avn Bde, LTIN: AVBA-MH 3 cys
FIIE 15 cys

CONSCIDENT/RL




CCONTED: =14 L
AVBA-C (10 Aug 68) 1st Tnd p

SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 16th Combat Aviation Group
for Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

DA, HEADQUARTERS, 1ST AVIATION BRIGADE, APO 96384 SEP 5 ggg

?

THRU ¢ Commagding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVIGCNST,
APO 90375 T ’
Commander in Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATTN: GPrOP.(T.
APO 96558

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Develcpment, Department of the
Am’ Waﬂhingtm’ D.C. 20310

-

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed this report, considers it to
be adequate, and concurs with the contents,

2. (C) The following additional comments are considered pertinent:

a., Paragraph 1b, page 1. The 16th Combat Aviation Group's mission
1s incorrectly stated. Correct mission as stated in tle Brigade LOT 4s
to provide aviation support, as directed, to US, ARVN, and other Free
World Military Assistance Forces for the conduct of combat and logistical
counterinsurgency operatios,

b, Paragraph 2b(2), page 6. This headquarters is unable to
evaluate the requirement for additional ANC in the I CTZ. Assignment
priarities for AHC are determined by MACV besed on recommendations mde
by major tactical headquarters,

c. Paragraph 2£(1)(a), page 7. Research on the anti-fragmentation
helmet has been and is being conducted by the appropriate Department of
the Army agency. Recommended individual modificetion to the ballistic
helmet :is contained in DA MWO 1G-8415-202-30/L which has been rOpro~

duced in the October 1967 Supply and Maintenance Ietter of the 1st
Aviation Brigade,

FOR THE COMMANIER:

2 Incl

2 ) JOHN D. MIXSELL., .

CPT, AGe
Assistanl Adjulant General

9

Downgraded at 3} vear intarvala;

.’ GGNEE‘EBEq ‘l ,?:‘%E_A_L Unclasnified alter 12 yrars,

DOD Dir 5200,10
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STATION LIST

16th COMBAT AVL.TION GROUF

Chu Lai:

1hth CiB

21st RIC (212th CSiB)
71st LHC

132nd ASHG

176th AHC

178th /.SHC

DaNang:

16th CAG
212th CBiB
24 5th SaC
282nd AHC

- Due Tho:

174th LHC
Hue Thu Bai
131st SAC (212th CSAB)

220th RiC (212th CS4B)
Corps Frov .ivn Co (212th CS.B)

Incl 1
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AFO 96325
AP0 96374
APO 96325
APO 96325
APO 96325
PO 96325

4F0 96337
AP0 96337
AFO 96337
APO 96337

AP0 96217

" AP0 %6308

AFO 96308
APO 96308
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AVHSU-OP (8 Sep 68)
SUBJECT: Analysis and Evaluation of Cperational Reports -~ Lessons Learned
for 16th Combat Aviation Group (U)

TO ACofS, G3 FROM Surgeon DATE 10 Sep 68 CMT 2
ATTN: AVHGC-DST LTC Territo/mlm/4419

Reference item concerning the use end training of Field Sanitation Teams, UP USARV
Reg 40-19, pege 8, paragraph 2£(1)(b). Concur. There is no plan to discontinue this
alreedy established and effective program. '

FOR THE SURGEON:

s
5 %
ot
2 Incl C KIéTIéR
ne Colonsl, MSO
Executive Officer
AL o T S A SRS AL A L RGOS
SATED FASM CLAdsIFED INCLUs L LS

[ V]
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AAWTO0T (8 Sep 68)
SUBJLCT: dnalysic and By

S-1l Sep 60
for 16th Combat

aluation of Operational 0530n35 Learned

Aviation Group (1)

& ]
t

deport

Y0 ACofs, G3 POl Aviation Gfficer DATE 13 SEP 1968 ¢y
MAJ Scogging/rom/TB L322
. (U Attached ORLL, 16%h Combat Aviation Group, for the quarter

1y period ending 31
sul 68, has been reviewed IA7 Cmt 1.

ra

() eference item concerning aviation assets, page 6, baragraph 2b (2). 1o
additional assawlt helicopter Comanics are available now or forecast to be available
in the near future. decormend MACY review this recormendation versus nresent require-
“ienss throughout RVH.

3. (C) Reference item concerning ballistic helmel
Soncur. lesearch has been and ig
ballistic helmet. Modification ki
cwrrently in RVN have been issued

Lsy, vage 7s paragraph 2f (1) (a).
being conducted on the overall wearability of the

t5 designed to correct deficiencies in helmets
to using units.

1213 D
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_ lgiel, Infaniry
Y{‘:‘: g @ Aviation Officep
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. GROUP 4
L DOWNGRADFD AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS
2 DFTY ASSITIED AFTEL (7 YEARS DoY) DI 5200.10
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