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DAPC-PDH-P fi6 DEC 1987 

SUBJECT: Distinctive unit Insignia for the 17th Aviation Brigade 

Comma nde r 
17th Aviation Brigade 
APO San Francisco 96301-0043 

1. The distinctive unit insignia redesignated this date tor the 
17th Aviation Brigade, with symbolism revised, was originally ap­
proved for the 17th Combat Aviation Group by letter AGAR-A, The 
Institute of Heraldry, 31 December 1968. 

2. The description and symbolism of the design are as follows: 

DESCRIPTION, 

A gold color metal and enamel insignia 1 1/4 inches in 
height consi.sting of a blUe disc bearing a gold eagle 
1n flight, wings extending beyond the upper edge of the 
disc, grasping in its talons a sword, blade white, hUt 
and pommel gold; all above a gold scroll inscribed 
"FREEDOM'S EAGLES" 1n red letters • 

. SYMBOLISM 

The colors ultramarine blue and gold are used for 
aviation units. Gold and red, the colors of the national 
flag of the Republic of Vietnam, allude to the activation 
and initial combat service of the unit as a Group in 
Vietnam. The eagle, mythological guardian of the air, 
refers to aviation power; the sword stands for cOlllbat. 
The sword is white for the purity of the cause of. freedOlll 
for which it is raised. It appears on the shoulder 
sleeve insignia of the United States Military Assistance 
Command, Vietnam and of the 1st Aviation Brigade under 
wbich the Group served and identified the Group, the 
predecessor organization, with those organizations. 

3. This authorization is in accordance with paragraph 
28-21a, An 670-1. 
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NONC:OLOld:~E:ARING UNiTs -- _.-. -~ ~. 

: ACTUAL SIZ.E l;f"~ dzt~ . 
METAL COI,..OR---GOLD 

\ 'fISH---------MIRROR-LIKE POLISH 
,VICE--------

,J ENAMEL--VITREOUS Ofll'oQUE 
. CHARGES-FLUSH':'-DETAILS INCISED 

LETTERIN~---VITREOUS OPAQUE ENAMEL (R~D#t) 
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DESIGN ORIGINALLY APPROVED 3l D ec:68, 

. MANUFACTURING DRAWING APPROVED 
12 AfJ9fJsr 1975 / 
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CHARLES R. SPITTLER. C LONEL. 
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PIERCING- 4' NONE-RECESSED 6 LINEP BETWEEN DEVICE 6 SCROLC'T .---...... - ....... - .•. ~.-
CHIP NO.----BLUE4'IB WHITE-ItZB' REDlFl 
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