
r ... -_ ..• _--_._--------------, ., 
.... _ .. _J; 

.!: ' 

~.l 

" 
I 

; 
'j 

,.--- -1,1 Ii 
... - ! 

. "" 
\ , 

I 

, I 

: f 

----U 
i « c __ 1 

In 
':.1lri 

" 

I 
; 

, 1 ... ., --

25 

, .,' ifill, "t, 

:ClT.~ 
•. <_...1 

DeC8.;.;';cr 1 C;6J 

~-,<>X:', . l~:CC 
Co .. ~· ::. ; .:~ ~.r. . 

,; •• ',.'~ J , ., -, 
",., 

.• ', • .J.:. ••• ~ 

c _ 

('" ':" 
".:'-



,. o (J 
I' 

, i , 
FORl!.WORD , I 

Born in canbat, the llBth Aviation Canpany (Air lful Lt) began its 

existence on 25 June 1963, at Bien Hoa Air Base, Viet~m. 

Created by General Order N\lIIlber 236, Headquarters, United States 

I furl'';'' Pacific, the llBth lfas a new, streamlined, flexible' organization 
designed under the ROAD* concept of organization. 

The mission of this ne'lT unit was to assist 'the Republic of Vi,etnam 

in defeating the ,ccmnunist inspired Viet Cong by providing the capability 

to move troops and equipment throughout the battle area. The unit also 

was responsible for providing aircraft for reconnaissance and liaison. 

! ' In the beginning, the 118th Aviation Canpany lfaS just an 'organization; 

a n\llllb.er indicating a particular amount of men and equipnent. As the months 

wore on, the llBth became more than a n\llllber. It represented a spirit. No 

job was too difficult for t.he llBth. As experience among personnel increased, 
I the impossible became the ordinary. What Nas once considered to be dangerous 

I 

became just another job. 

The llBth was people working togethel'. It had aviators with t.housands 
of hours and it had aviators fresh from flight school. It had mechanics and 

crew chiefs that had worked with the first types of Amy aircraft. It also 

had men who had little or no experience l'1ith aircraft maintenance. 

Most 'importa~t to the llBth lfaa the frict that it had a spirit of getting 
the job done. 

This History of the llBth Aviation Canpany is dedicated to those men 
'Who changed a n~ber to a fighting spirit. 

* Reorganization Amy Division 

----~-.~---------------------.-----
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PilliFACE 

Tne pur~ose of this uuit histcrj' is to outline the events (lnd ha.p-

F-cnings of the 118th Aviation Cor:ilxm~' (Air 1.])1 Lt) durinl.: tho j'oar 1963. 

It is intended to give an accura.to l·icturc of the comrnny a.nd its :;:er-

oonncl and c:c:.uij:ir..ent.t a~~ (iell CLG the co-nditic1.'15 lU1dcr ~':I.lic(j the unit has 

o j:or~.ted. 

Only the more n:c:,:oro.blt.: events ha.ve 'Deon covered ilGl'c. 'i'he every-

everyday jobs ',;ere accoi.l}jli:;r:Gd Hith enthu3iC'.s:·,~ ::.nd dctel":::j.r~.rl.tion. It 

'CoI1C uni'C "LO j:~cct. ~hc cotlaitions V.n(l :)j.t.ua t,io~!:i 

;ictureci in thiG unit history. " 

._--------------'_.,._---"-" "---
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I'ART I GEHERAL 

General Order 236, Headquarters, United states Array, faciJic cre'J.ted 

the 118th AviE,tion Cord]:any (jcir ;;'01 Lt), on 25 JW1e 1963. It lias to be 

one of the two nelico]:.ter co:::ranies of the 145th jeviation Battalion. 

i',l1en this neNoorn w1it l'il'st opened its eyCls it i'oulld itself' at Bien 

Hoa Air1'ield in the Reg'blic 01' Vietna'1l. 111e 118th \'ras a war baby 

Organized and equined from the recently deactivated 33rd Trans)::orta-

tio.n CO:!lrany (light Helicopter), the ll8th found itself outfitted liith CH-2lC 

I helicopters. 'lhe unit h'_\d inherited sOlae of the 1::OSt ,.ncient hclico:·ters 

still in fJervice. 

AInone the f-erso:mel 01' this nc,\'lly ;",ctivated 11:1it -.:ere so:r.e 01' the old= 
I 

t:iJ:;ers of the 33rd TranDT,ortation Co_q_anj', hm,ever the l:\:)_jority of the 

, l_ersonnel were new to Vietn:1_':1. 

'i'hrough the Ftier:ce an:l [',uid,mce of th" J::en \,;ho hc.d orout;ht t.he J3rJ 
-. 

to Vietnam a :/(;ar '0ei'ore the unit began to gain valu.ible e:q:e1'ien<:e. -"hen 

the last 01' the old-timers left it, . the 11Sth lias ready <:-Iid HiDing to do 

the job. 

The unit i'le~1 the. CH-21's in resuI):ly, liaison, ir:s}~ectioll und cO:';;'oat 

assault missions until the 15th of Sertc::.ber ,·:hen thej- received the nel'l 

turbine j:owered'UH-lB. 

The unit continued to 1'1y ol:eratioJ"w.l missions '.-,hile I.er~orulEll ::ere 

being trained in the ne\'l drcra_·t. All dt;rillG this ~eriod oi' trallsition, 

the 118th continued cetting the job done '"ithout a break in stridEl. 

After the transition ~.eriod i'rola CrI-2l's to the ll'~li UH-lB's the unit 

proceeded to l'ly missions not heretol'ore ;ossible due to the character'b-

tics and ;:;ainten('.nce rc<uire:::ents 01' the CH-21's. 

, 

! 
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In the first six months of its existence the ll8th acculnulated almost 

: [7000 hours in the air. llyillg 1),000 sorties, thcl Unit cc..rried over 4500 

; f troopS, unlimit'ed cargo and yurtici[.ated in )0 r.:ajor orerations. 
, I 

: f The llath earned over 700 air meda.ls and aircraft 01' the unit were 

i 1 hit 51 times ,by Viet. ConE !'ire. 'fhree of the Units men ~'Iere killed in act-
, 

, , ion, 12 wounded. 
, f 
![ 

In a sint;le "leek the ar:lled helicol.ters oJ:' the llath scored 117 con-, , , 
:: firmed kills asainst the Viet Cong. 'ibis new unit l'laS becoming a i'iEhtine 
, .. 
I', 
! ( 
I " tenm of the first order. 
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PART II ACTIVITIES 

During the first six months of its existence, the 118th Aviation 

Company participated In 12 major combat assaults and four large scale 

Eagle FlIghts, as well as flying everyday missions such as resupply, 

liaison, and reconnaissance. 

The 118th was activated on 25 June 1963. The unIt was in direct 

support of ILi Corps (ARVN). Major Joseph E. Henderson commanded the 

unit until 15 July when Major David B. Hayes assumed command. 

During Its first few months of exsitence, the 118th sent elements 

north into the mountainous terrain around Ban Me Thout and Nha Trang tCl 

support the 23rd Division (ARVN). Early in August, the units were recalled 

to their home station at Bien Hoa. 

Meanwhile, at the home base of the 118th, missions continued as 

normal. Daily missions included outpost inspections, resupply and numerous 

other activities, including an occasional combat assault. 

Late in August, the 118th suffered its first casualties. On the 

morning of 30 August 1963. a flight of CH-21 's from the unit were enroute 

to Tay Nlnh, about one hour northwest of Bien Hoa. 

In a flight of five, the lead aircraft was shot down in a Jumbled 

wreck, Ki 11 ing the pi lot, Capt James Wenzel, and the co-pilot. lILt Tim 

Lang. The gunner was seriously injured. The crew chief received superfical 
• 

wounds, but was capable of walking. 

When the lead ship went down, every ship in the formation followed to 

help the survivors. Landing in a hall of enemy fire, the helicopters 

immediately returned fire as crew chiefs ran to the downed aircraft to pull 

the crew out. 

3 
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This Jay valor was the rule rather th~n the exception. landing in 

, " .{, the first aircraft \':ere Sgt. FeteI' 1'/. Hilbauer and FFC Hobert A. Gr;;.up-

t 1:'.ln. They ran through concentrated sm.:;.11 arms fire D.nd pulled the pilot , 
I i from the \,.1'eckage carryinG him back to the neareot aVlaiting helicopter. 

! ': Returiling to the wreclmge, they then pulled the co-pilot out WId placed 
i • 

him in the same helicopter. 'fhey returnEd once more to the wreckage to 

, dcstroy anythinG th<.:.t mi[ht 0e of value to the Viet Congo 

, , As one o.ircr"ft slOl,;e(. to a stop an ine:q:crienced younc r"rivate leaped 

, ! 
I 

: I 
: i 

I 
I 

. ! 

, i 
• 

. : 
I; 

to the grour:d c,nd ran throubh o.nkle deep "later to l,u11 thc injured gunl',er 

from the stricken helicol;ter. firinG his ril'le .2.5 he vient, }Vt Brayton 

:.itherell I·ulled the injured Lunner onto his rock .. nd carried h:i;Jl back to 

Mliting helicopter, ao,li.n firin{;; as he splashed thre;u,.:h the rice j:adt.:.ies. 

lUter dej..ositing, the gunner, i:itherdJ, starteu back 1'01' the "Il'ecka;;;e; i:le 

Otol;ped momentarily to fire at a group 01' Viet. Cons adv,:mcing u]:.on his air-

c~,(:.i'tand \las hit by a bullet in, the leg. FaUinc to the ground, he con-

tinued to fire forcing the enel11;;- to keer: tileir heads dOl'in. He i,,",int:lined 

his fire until he \'iCS c:',rr;.ed bael; to the uircl'c..i't bJ his pilot ,~,nd gunner. 

This day was a hot 01',13 ~'or the gunr.ers <lS ~;ell. -"hen :itt. Llonald ;j. 

Curry had e:x:rended all but one box 01' his ::."chine'-L'Un ilril;;;W1ition he I'ias shot 

throut;h the left leg. Contilluinc: to fire, he ceJJ;11y told the pilqt 01' his 

shorta:.;e of w:::ur:ition, :~entioninL casuall./ that he I d been hit in the le2;. 

~'.'hen the rnachine-::;uIi ran dry, Curry Fulled his f:iotol and conti:lUed to 

fire as the helico~ter lifted 1'1'0::1 the rice radd:;:. lie shot one of the s~rarll\-

int; Viet Cong' from the landing gear of the helicoFter. Alter e::lj:tying his 

4 
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i :i$tol, he borr01"led a sub":;nachinegun frem the co-pilot c.nd .t'ired it until 
f ' 
'it. \las enpty. Then he borro;red the :;ilot 1 s carbine ,~nd key.:t i'iring. l:ot 

I 
i o:,ce did he seem to be excited. 

l'he total time the aircmft 1'Iere on the ground 1'i£'S 7 minutes. Zst:iJll£:.tes 

:!' ellsmy strenGth !,ut at Ie st Olle battalion in the ure.:,. At lea~t 60 were 
• 

::vclved in the 1'il'e-i'iI;ht. 'lotal rersonnsl iwolved 011 our side; 21, ten 

'J;' Vlhola vlere pilots and eould not :rire back. '1'1-10 of the re::1aini;' g eleven 

\,~re ine1'l'ective as they \':ere in the crasiwci helicopter <,.ud either seriously 

i .. jul'sd or in a state of shock. 'l'hc.t 1e1't lline ),!(m to hvld 01'1' those 60 

'; let Congo 'ih, ciid it, jlli'lictillg an es L:L~:a ted 50,j casu~'.lties on the enor:'Y. 

;:10 actual fire-tir;ht re~1,;lted in two l'ioundod on OUl' sicie, fer i:. tOtal of 6, 

i 
.;,Cluding tho crel'l of the 3tl'icken aircraft. 

;Irter comr1etil1t; thu reseu0, th0 l'lic;lr~ continued to 'l'ay j',inh to r..ar-

l~cipate iIi a comh.'1.t assault. '!'here, the unit encou)~'.:.eI'd ;',~ore rire "/hieh 

.. ~Ul:ded one cre1: chiei' u);d shot or,e ;:10re "ircra!'t dOi:n. 'lhe do\':ned ere'" 

:,:13 resc~ed by Wlother C;I-21. ,\11 but one 01' the unit I::; 15 ilelico).ters in-

';olved. 1'Iith the mis5ion ,fllre hit b,' ener:.j' 1'ir.e. 

30th da;)' of iiu:.,ust lS'63 WC.D (,uitc a d::~y 1'01' the llBt.h. Sonl1 ~'Urrle 

;,Cc,rts ,Iere earnet! th:o.t da;,.-, blo 01' U;e:,l rosthlL,'Clus1y. 

The 118th got a li.ttlo rest l'or about t1'lO l'leeb <..'toer that, flyinG only 
• 

:cutine ridssions with the::'r l'ew rOii!Lliuin2: aircra.rt. 'i'hen the one event oc-

~~r:'ed 1-Thiell l.robab1y did the 1',10St to brini~ the tll1it's iilorale to a ~ed;. 

On 13 September 1963" th0 llcth ,~vn Co (Air 1~D1 Lt) received its .rirst 

i.:~-lB. In the' next three days a total of 25 of the sleek, new turbine-fAlW-

~l'ecl aircraft l'fere received. 

5 
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~ The transition from CH-21's to the nel1 UH-lB's 'liaS a hany occasion, i 
! ~ and somewhat strenuous. 

, , 

Problems in housing 1111 the new personnel 'iere becoming serious. The 

wlit still had a great [.ortion of the 33rd l'rans. [.ersonnel residing with 
, I I :. t. These people, when added to the nel'lly arrived :::orsonnol, created iL 
I I ' , shortacie of, living space. The problem was gradually solved as the personnel 

of the 33rd rotated 'oack to COI.US. 

Even a greater rroblem than B):ace was the training of nev' personnel. 

:he unit I',as divided in half. One hali continued as oj;eratiollal while the 

other hali' ;laS trained in the new helicopter. 

Instructional crOl.S wore sent b~' the Dej·artment 01' the. ;'lr,ny ~? give 
! I. ~ransition traininz to the units receivir.g the nOl'1 helicol·tars. 'I'hroq~hout 
I the transition period the co: .... rany remained ol:erationul. 

I, 
'l'he last CH-21 mission Has a cO::luat aSsilult liIis::;ion conducted <,.t than 

I' 

:'hiet, located on the seacoast east of ilien Iloa. 'l'he mission 'Ient 01':::' "lith 

',' ',\ lllnir,lUm of p:'obler.ls and uJAln returning ;;.0 Dien lioa, the old 011-21' SHere I, 

I 
I ';.i.;.rned in. 

The first UH-lB i,usc;ion ,';ao rlm'ln that mu::o da~r. J.. nicht \,;edical ev<l.~-

':: ·~·,tioll mission to 'l'ay ~iinh l,as called. 'l'he ~,Iis';io,n \'las acco;"olishcd IdtLout 

i::cident. 

l"ly~ne both the last Oll-21 lIIissiol1 ana the l'irst Ull-l!J mil:lsion, "ins 

liLt Chadl'lick C. Fayne. He I';as the only pilot to r,nrticirate in Doth. 

From the 15th of September to the 15th of October, the comranyls Third 

,: i latoon trained ;Iith their ).011 armed he1ico~.t(lrs. CarryinG four rna. chine-[!uns 

.! .IId 16 rockets on each of their ei:.;ht aircra .. t, the Third Platoon I s job uould 
it 
, '0() to escort the transJ;ort helicoj:.ters 0.' the iirst and ::lecond Airlift flatoons. 

6 
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The 15th of October saw the armed platoon become operational after a 

brief training test in a range area north of Bien Hoa. While on the test, 

the platoon was fired upon. A more realistic test could not have been asked 

for. The platoon leveled the target area satisfactorily and passed the test. 

Upon becoming operational, the platoon became known as the "Bandits". 

During the month of November, elements of the 118th were sent to Phan 

Thiet, once more on temporary duty. A fire team consisting of two armed 

helicopters of the "Bandits" located and destroyed an enemy troop concentratIon. 

Up to 40 dead Viet Cong were counted. 

Meanwhile, back at Bien Hoa, the remaindel' of the "Bandits" were busy. 

During one week of November, a single fire team, of the Bandits accounted 

for 117 Viet Cong dead, plus an undetermined number wounded. 

Combat Assaults were comonplace now. Every week the unit flew at least 

one, with an Eagle Flight every Sunday. 

Eagle Flights became a specialty of the 118th. An Eagle Flight is a 

type of airmobile combat patrol. An aircraft flies around an area of suspected 

enemy activity until a probable target is observed, then the troops are called 

in and landed under the protection of the armed helicopters. The troops hit 

hard and fast, then the helicopters return, the troops climb back on and it 

starts allover again. One Eagle Flight resulted in the capture of 21 suspected 

Viet Congo 

During the mortth of December an aerial assault was conducted on the 

hamlet of Bo Tuc, north of Tay Ninh. During this assault six Bandit aircraft were 

hit by ground fire. The aircraft of the Company Commander, Major David B. 

Hayes, was shot through a hydralic line, forcing it to land. Upon retrieving 

the aircraft, Major Hayes was again shot down and slightlY wounded in the arm. 

7 
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Every "Bandtt" aircraft was hit that day, and three personnel, Including 

the Major, were slightly wounded. 

On one of the first missions flown in support of the 7th Division 

(ARVN), located in the dangerous Mekong Delta region, 2Lt Lynn Rothenbuhler 

was shot through the head and killed by a sniper as he was escorting an 

unarmed transport helicopter from the town of Mo Cay. The incident occurred 

on the 28th of December 1963, Lt Rothenbuhler was the third man killed 

during the first six months of unit operations. Twelve more were wounded. 

Operating In the hottest area in Vietnam, the 118th took 51 hits 

during the period 25 June 1963 to 31 December 1963. This area, controlled by 

iii Corps (ARVN), reported nearly three times as many hits on aircraft as the 

next-reporting unit. .' 
In spite of increased Viet Cong activity in their area of responsibility, 

the 118th Avn Co flew 6893.25 hours and 13,000 sorties during the first 

six months of existence In 1963. They carried 4500 troops and participated 

in 30 major operations. 

Displaying the utmost in professionalism, the 118th was regarded as 

the unit to do the Job by those whom they supported. Is there a higher 

recommendation? 

8 
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"COMBAT ASSAULT" 

The typical combat assault mission-flown by the 118th required many 

hours of planning and coordination. When this had been completed, the crews 

were briefed. Then the mission depended largely upon those crews. The 

following is a brief sketch of the combat assault type mission as seen 

by an aviator. 

"The grey dawn was streaked with red as the sun rose behind the 

formation of helicopters. Twenty minutes before, the sky had been a collection 

of colored lights, blinkLng off and on intermittently. Now the flight was 

on the way toward the landing zone." 

"I was vaguely aware of the Vietnamese troops packed into the cargo 

compartment behind me. My foc"l point of- interest right now was the next 

ai rcraft in the formation. Was my formation too tight? 

"My thoughts drIfted out to the flanks and rear of the formation 

where the armed escort helicopters were positioned. it must be nice to fly 

around without having the worry about maintaining a tight formation, like 

those armed ones. Then I thought of the Job ahead of them, protecting us while 

we are in the landing zone. If there's much Viet Cong fl re, they'll be the 

ones getting it. 

"My thoughts were lnterupted by a voice on the radio, 'Romeo Papa 

now', at release point. Now the flight would split Into two elements, one 

for each of the tiny landing zones ahead. 

"The sun was brlght as landing zones came into view. There was the 

one we are supposed to 1 and in. Damn, it was sma 11. A patch of woods ran 

ne)(t to it and on the other side of the woods was the other landing zone. 

The Viet Cong were supposed to be in the woods. 

9 
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"The intelligence briefing said the Viet Cong were strong here. Good, 

that usually means we'll meet pretty light resistance. It's those landing 

zones that aren't supposed to have anything near them that I sweat. 

"The lead hel icopter of our eight ship formation suddenly started a 

decent. We were on final then. 

"As the aircraft in front of me touched down in the moist high grass, 

the troops behind me were moving about in anticipation of unloading. 

"A bu 11 et snapped by jus t as I touched down, and caused me to jerk the 

aircraft al ittle. Finally the troops unloaded. I said "6 up" and heard 

the chatter of machine-guns on our flanks. The escorts had run into 

something. 

"[ grew apprehensive as I sat in the landing zone waiting for the last 
,-

shipload of troops to unload. After what seemed like hours, the word came, 

'Pull Pitch'. The formation lifted from the landing zone as one single 

aircraft and struggled to climb out of range of the Viet Cong weapons. 

noticed my clock. The flight had been in the landing zone 6 seconds and yet 

it seemed like hours. 

"Then we were back in the air and on the way home. The mission was 

complete and we'd taken no hits. The escorts now pulled alongside after 

covering our take off. 

"Finally, the home fleld came into sight. It was only 8 o'clock in the 

morning, yet I was already soaked with perspiration . 
• 

"Upon landing, the crews attended a quick debriefing then prepared to 

go out on a few everyday missions. 

, a 
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PART I II REFLECTIONS 

In six short months, the 118th Avn Co (Air Mbl Lt) grew from a 

designating number to a symbol of determination, skill, and sacrifice. Its 

personnel changed from a collection of different people in uniforms, to 

a hard working, close-knit team. 

The 118th took men fresh from the AviatIon School and showed them what 

they were capable of doing. It .. trained them. It watched some of them die. 

There were old-timers In the 118th too. Experienced personnel soon 

found themselves sharing treasured little secrets of long years at working 

on he 1 i copters. 

The men lived and worked together. Some of them died together. The 

118th was no longer a number. It was work, sweat, a job well done, and 

close friends gone. The 118thl':was an indomitable spirit. 

11 
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