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existence on 25 June 1963, at Bien Hoa Air Base, Vietnam.
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FOREWORD

Born in cambat, the 118th Aviation Company (Air Mbl It) began its

Created by Ceneral Order Number 236, Headquarters, United States
: [
| Armys Pacific, the 118th was a new, streamlined, flexible' organization

) d051gned under the ROAD* concept of organization.

f

' The mission of this new unit was to assist ‘the Republic of Vietnam

in defeating the .camunist inspired Viet Cong by providing the capability

" to move troops and equirment throughout the battle area. The unit also

was responsible for providing aircraft for reconnaissance and liaison,

| In the begimming, the 118th Aviation Campany was Jjust an organization;

a numpgf indicating a partiéular amount of meh and equipment. As the months
wore on, the 11l8th became more than a number. It represented a spirit. No
Job was too difficult for the 118th. As experience among personnel increased,
@he‘imposéible became the ordinary, What was once considered to be dangerous
became just another Job,

The 118th was people working together. It had aviators with thousands

of hours and it had aviators fresh from flight school. It had mechanics and

. Crew chiefs that had worked w1th the first types of Army aircraft. It also

- had men who had little or no experience with a1rcr¢fb naintenance,

Most 1mportant to the 118th was the fact that it had a spirit of gettlng

the job done.

This History of the 118th Aviation Company is dedlcated to those men

| %ho changed a number to a flghtzng splrlt.

. ¥ Reorganization Army Division

|
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PREFACE o | .
The purpose of this unit histcry is to outline the events and hap-

cenings of the 118th Aviation Company (Air ibl Lt) during the year 19463,

It is intended to give an accurate victure of the comgany and its per-

sonnel and ccuiprent, as well as the conditicas under wiich the unit has

oparated.

Cnly the more memorable events have veen coversd nera. ‘ne every-

day narpenings can be seen 1t any unit in the United States Arsy.  These
N £ O 7
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; everyday Jjobs vere accouplished with enthusicss ond deteraination. it
j
1

i? was this spirit vhicn enmanled the unit To iseet vhc conaltiens and situavions
[. cictured in this unit history. ' . N
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" the last ol the old-timers left it, the 118th was ready ard wiliing to do

FART 1 GEMERAL

General Crder 236, Headquarters; United States Arny, Tacitfic created
the llSth‘Aviation Company {iir ibl Lt), on 25 June 1963. It was to be
one of the two nelicorter comyanies of tbe 145th Aviation Battalion.

then this newoorn wnit rirst opened its eyes it fouhd itself at Bien
Hoa Airtield in the Republic of Vietnam. The 116th vas a.war baby

Organized and ecuijred from the recently deactivated 33rd Transporta-
tion Comyany (light Helicorter), the 118th round itself outiitted vith ChH=-21C
helicopters. The unit had inherited some of the rost ancient helicoiters
still in service. |

Among phe!personnel of this newly activated.unit iere some of éhe ola=
tirmers of' the 33rd Transportation Co.:pany, houever the'nnjority of the
rersonnel weré new to Viétnam.

Through the j:tience and guidsance of the men who had orought the 23rd
I ’ ' ’

to Vietnam a year velore the unit began to gain velusble experience. ‘hen

the job.
The unit flew the CH-21's in resuypily, liaison, inspection and coibatl .

assault missions until the 15th ol &ejtecber vhen they received the new

*

turbine yowered* Utl-1B.

The unit continued yp I'ly operationcl misszions whilé perﬁonnel ere
being trained in the new sircrat. All during this gériod of transition,
the liBth conﬁinﬁed getting the job done without a oreak in stfide.

Arter the transition ieriod from Ci-21's io the uew UH-1B's the unit
proceeded to 1ly missions not heretoicre :osszible due to the characteris-

tics and maintenance rcouirements or the Cii-21's.
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j : The 118th earned over 700 air medals and aircrait ol the unlt were

nit 51 times by Viet Cong tire. Three of the Units men aere killed in act~

.% jon, 12 wounded .

] .

! In a single week the armed helicojters of the 118th scored 117 con=-
'

;% rirmed'killé against the Viet Cong. This new unit was becoming a tighting
;: team of the tirst order.
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PART Ll ACTIVITIES

During the first six months of Its existence, the 118th Aviation
Company participated in 12 major combat assaults and four large scale
Eagie Flights, as well as flyling everyday missions such as resupply,
liaison, and reconnaissance.

The 11Bth was activated on 25 June 1963. The unit was in direct
support of [Ll Corps (ARVN). Major Joseph E. Henderson commanded the
unit until 15 July when Major David B. Hayes assumed command.

Puring [ts first few months of éxgitence, the 118th sent elements
north into the mountainous terrain around Ban Me Thout and Nha Trang to
support the 23rd Division (ARVN). Early in August, the units were recalled
to thelr home station at Bien Hoa. -

Meanwhile, at the home base of the 118th, missions continued as
normal. Daily missions included outpost inspections, resupply and numerous
other activitles, including an occasional combat assault.

Late in August, the 118th suffered its first casualties. On the
morning of 30 August 1963, a flight of CH-21's from the unit were enroute
to Tay Ninh, about one hour northwest of Bien Hoa.

fn a flight of five, the lead aircraft was shot down iﬁ a Jumbled
wreck, Killing the pilot, Capt James Wenzel, and the co=-pilot, 1/Lt Tim
Lang. The gunner was seriously injured. The crew chief received superfical
wounds, but was capgble of walking.

When the lead ship went down, every ship in the formation followed to
help the survivors. Landing in a hail of enemy fire, the helicopters
immediately returned fire as crew chiefs ran to the downed aircraft to pull

the crew out.
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This day valor was the rule rather thun the exception. Ianding in

the first aircratt were Sgt. Peter W, lfilbauer and FC Robert Ai. Graup-

' ran. They ran through concentrated smzll arms fire and pulled the pilot

I'rom the wreckage cafrying him back to the nezrest awvaiting helicorter.
Returning to the ﬁreckage, they then #ulled the co~pilot out und placed

nim in the same helicopter. They returne.i once more to the wreclage to
destroy anything thut might e of value to the Viet Cong. |

As one a;rcraft slowed té a stop an inexperienced joung [rivate leaped

to the ground and ran through ankle deep water to yull the injured gurner
from the stricken helicopter. Firing hiu:rirle 25 he wvent, Iﬁt LErayton
sitherell rulled the injured gpunner onto his back zrnd carried him back to
waiting helicopter, again firing as he splashed threugh ﬂhe rice paduies.

atter depositing. the gurner, ijither:ll started back tor the vreckare. He

‘;topped_momentarily to fire at a group of Viet Cong advancing upon his air-

cgart‘gnd.uas nit by a bullet in. the leg. Falling to the ground, he con-
tinued to fire forcing the eneny to keep tneir heags down. He raintzined
his fire until he‘was corried bacl to.the aircrait by his pilot ocnd gﬁnner.
This day was a hot one Jor the gunrers as well. “hen 5gt. Donald .
Curry had expended ali.but one box ol his tachine-gun ammunition he vas sﬁot
through the left leg. Continuin. to iire, he calnly toldAthe pilot of his
shortase of axémnition, ;mentioning casually that he'd been hit in the leg.
“hen the maéhine-gun'ran dry, Curry pulled his pistol and continued to
‘rire as the helicoiter lit'ted irom the rice paddy. He shot one of the swvarm-

ing Viet Cong from the landing gear of the helicopter. After empbying nis
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:istol, he borrowed a sub-machinegun Ifrem the co-pilot end fired it until
it was enpty. Then he borrowed the :ilot's carbine und kept Iiring. tot
once did he seem to be excited.

The total time the aircrait were on the ground ves 7 minutes. Zstiuztes

' or eaeny strength put at le si one battalion in the aret. At least 60 were

‘i.yclved in the rire-right. Total rersomnel insolved on our side; 21, ten

it whom were pilots and cculd not iire back. ‘iwo of the reneinic g eleven

-were dnerfective as they were in the crashed helicopier and either seriously

i.jured or in a state of shock. Thet left nine men to hold ofr ‘those 60
viet Cong. The did it, intlictiug an estimated 50,5 casvilties on the encry.
e actuel tire-right reculted in two wounded on our side, for & tdtal of' 6,
JScluding the c;ew of' the stricken aircrait.

Arter compleling the rescue, the ilight continved to Tay hiﬁh to par-
Licirate in a combat assault., ‘here, the unit ericountered iore iire which
vurded one crew chiel anrd shot one rore aircraft dovn. ‘'the dovned crew
118 reﬁcued by znother Ji-21. 4ll but_one ol the unit's 15 nelicoiters in-
volved with the mission were hit oy enewy rire.

30th day of Au:ust 1963 wes cuite a doy for the 118th. Seven iurple
icirts were earned the day,‘two or thew posthuaously.

The 118th got a little rest for abeut two weeis sl ber that, lying only

- reutine ndssions with their few remeining aircratt. ‘Then the onc event oe-

curred which probably did the most to bring the unit's imorale to a pezk.
On 13 Sertember 1963, the 11€th \vn Co (Air 1501 It) received its tirst
Ui-1B. In the next three days a total of 25 of the sleek, new turbine-row-

¢red aireraft were received.

A {
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The transition from CH-21's to the new UH~1B's vas a hayry occasion,
and somewhat strenuous.
Problems in housing all the new. personnel vere becoming serious. The
unit still had a great rortion of the 33rd Trans. Lersonnel residing with

‘t. These people, when added to the newly arrived rersonnel, created a
i

shortage of llVlng space. The problcm was graduaJJJ'uolved as the personnel

ol the 33rd rotated ovack to CO LS

Even a greater problenm than space was the training of new personnel.

" The unit was divided in half'. One half continued as operational while the

oter half vas trained in the new helicopter.

' Instructional.crems #ere sent by the Dejartment of the Army to give
:raﬁsition traininz to the units recelving the new helicoyters. Throughout
the transition period the company remained orerational,

‘The last CH~21 mission was & comuat agssault miséion conducted at Fnan

‘hiet, located on the seacoast east of fien Hoa. the nmission went o#¥ with

R

+ mininum of rroblems and ugon returning o Lien lioca, the old ChH-21's wero

:umed in .

‘The tfirst UH-1B miscion was tlovn that same day. A night medical evac-
wition mission to Tay tiinh was called.. The nission was accoulished without
luc1dent.

rlylng both the last Ci{-21 mission and the ¢1rst Ull=13 m1b31on, vias
}/Lt Chadwick C. }ayne; He was the only pilot %o jarticipate in both.

From the 15th of “epterber to the 15th of Cctober, the company's Third

;f llatoon trained w1th thelr new armed helicopters. Carrying four ma"hlne—guns

ad 16 rockets on each of their eizht airera.t, the Third Flatoon's job would

% to0 escort the transport helicorters ol the First and decond Airliit Flatoons.
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The 15th of October saw the armed platoon become operational after a
brief training test in a range area north of Blen Hoa. While on the test,
the platoon was fired upon. A more realistic test could not have been asked
for. The platoon leveled the target area satisfactorily and passed the test.
Upon becoming operational, the platoon became known as the "Bandi ts''.

During the month of November, elements of the 118th were sent to Phan

Thiet, once more on temporary duty. A fire team consisting of two armed

helicopters of the '"Bandits' located and destroyed an enemy troop concentration.

Up to 40 dead Viet Cong were counted..

Meanwhile, back at Bien Hoa, the remainder of the “Bandits!' were busy.
During one week of November, a single fire team of the Bandits accounted
for 117 Viet Cong dead, plus an undetermined number wounded. “

Combat Assaults were comonplace now. Every week'the unit flew at least
one, with an Eagle Flight every Sunday.

Eagle Flights became a specialty of the 118th. An Eagle Flight is a
type of airmobile combat patrol. An aircraft flies around an area of suspected
enemy actlvity until a probable target is observed, then the troops are called
in and Ianded under the protection of the armed helicoptérs. The troops hit
hard and fast, then the helicopters return, the troops climb back on and it
starts all over again. One Eagle Flight resulted in the capture of 21 suspected
Viet Cong.

During the month of December an azerial assault was conducted on the

hamlet of Bo Tuc, north of Tay Ninh. During this assault six Bandit aircraft were

hit by ground fire. The aircraft of the Company Commander, Major David B.
Hayes, was shot through a hydralic line, forcing it to land. Upon retrieving

the aircraft, Major Hayes was again shot down and slightly wounded in the arm.
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Every '"Bandit" alrcraft was hit that day, and three personnetl, includfng
the Major, were sllghtly wounded. : .
On one of the first missions flown in support of the 7th Division
(ARVN), located in the dangerous Mekong Delta region, 2Lt Lynn Rothehbuhler
was shot through the head and killed by a sniper as he was escorting an
unarmed transport helicopter from the town of Mo Cay. Tﬁe incident occurred
on the 28th of December 1963, Lt Rothenbuhler was the third man killed
during the first six months of;unit operations. Twelve more were wounded.
Operating in the hottest area in Vietham, the 118th took 51 hits
during the period 25 June 1963 to 31 December 1963. This area, controlled by
I11 Corps {ARVN), reported nearly three times as many hits on aircraft as the
next reporting unit, ’
In spite of Increased Viet Cong activity in their area of responsibility,
the 118th Avn Co flew 6893.25 hours and 13,000 sortles during the first
six months of existénce In 1963. They carried 4500 troops and participated

in 30 major operations.

Displaying the utmost in professionalism, the 11Bth was regarded as
the unit to do the Job by those whom they supported. Is there a higher

recommendation?
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'"COMBAT ASSAULT"!

The typical combat assault mission flown by the 118th required many
hours of planning and coordination. When this had been completed, the crews
were briefed. Then the mission depended largely upon those crews. The
following is a brief sketch of the combat assault type mission as seen
by an aviator.

""The grey dawn was streaked with red as the sun rose behind the
formation of helicopters. Twenfy minutes before, the sky had been a collection
of colored lights, blinking off and on intermittent]y. Now the flight was
on the way toward the landing zone."

"I was vaguely aware of the Vietnamése troops packed into the cargo
compartment behind me. My focallpoint of Interest right now was the nextv
aircraft in the formation. Was my formation too tight?

"My thoughts drifted out to the flanks and rear of the formation
where the armed escort helicopters were positioned. It must be.nice to fly
around without having the worry about maintainlng a tight formation, like
those armed ones. Then I thought of the job ahead of them, protecting us while
we are in the landing zone. If there's much Viet Cong fire, they'll be the
ones getting it,

My thoughts were interupted by a voice on the radlo, 'Romeo Papa
now', at release point. Now the flight would split Into two elements, one
for each of the tiny landing zones ahead.

'"The sun was bright as landing zones came into view. There was the
one we are supposed to land in. Damn, it was small. A patch of woods ran
next to it and on the other side of the woods was the other landing zone.

The Viet Cong were supposed to be in the woods.
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“"The intelligence briefing said the Viet Cong were strong here. Good,
that usually means we'll meet pretty light resistance. It's those landing
zones that aren't supposed to have anything near them that | sweat.

'"The lead helicopter of our eight ship formation suddenly started a
decent. We were on flnal then.

"As the alrcraft in front of me touched down in the moist high grass,
the troops behind me were moving about in anticipation of unloading.

A bullet snapped by jusf as | touched down, and caused me to jerk the
aircraft alittle. Finally the troops unloaded. i said '"6 up" and heard
the chatter of machine-guns on our flénks. The escorts had run into
something.

"I grew apprehensive as | sat in the landing zone waiting for the [Pst
shipload of troops to unload. After what seemed like hours, the word came,
'"Pull Pitch'. The formation I1fted from the landing zone as one single
aircraft and struggled to climb‘out of range of the Viet Cong wéapons. |
noticed my clock. The flight had been in the landing zone 6 seconds and yet
it seemed like hours.

""Then we were back in the air and on the way home. The mission was
complete and we'd taken no hits. The escorts now pulled alongside after
covering our take off.

"Finally, the home field came into sight. [t was only 8 o'clock in the
morning, yet | was already soaked with perspiration.

"Wpon landing, the crews attended a quick debriefing then prepared to

go out on a few everyday missions.

10




PART {1l REFLECTIONS

In six short months, the 118th Avn bo (Air Mbl Lt) grew from a
designating number to a symbol of determiﬁation, skill, and sacrifice. Its _
personnel changed from a collection of different people in uniforms, to
a hard working, close-knit team.

The 118th took men fresh from the Aviatlon School and showed them what
they were capable of doing. It.trained them. It watched some of them die,

There were old-timers in the 118th too. Experienced personne! soon
found themselves sharing treasured little secrets of long years at working
on helicopters.

The men lived and worked together. Some of them died together. The
118th was no longer a number. It was work, sweat, a job well done, and *

close friends gone. The 118thwwas an indomitable spirit,

11




" T
LT O IRITE L
LS (R ]
Ey € 1 ! l'. "J;...,' * . . H
L] Ty T -
whe oy,

1. X020, Falleving
) . - P o B .y

sl Inl AL DO SOns Y

..."..l'-.. :Qi’gilllllrz'.a VERVIVAT AT

LR TU Ly .
Yadb2OATADTON Ca sty

bt R R

T

-
Prath
l U

HEADQUA RTERS
UNITED STAWS aRMY, PACTFIS

AFO 958; San F‘r-anm.&co, Cullr,

1h Juie 1v4]

Suetion
L e e R T ) [ B LI L R T I B
. . - . L} . * L] . . . * » L] . L] L] - 'II . |I
» v is L LI T | . . III ’

. ‘
T
LoniCd VAT 0 0w i
- e

.
ey, rir LN X T -
‘-..-U-.‘ dtis 'l by wad oy

(L u Lisors k) ' ,
(idl ni..JL.IL- .:\':‘i .-.f.) .

PR e e
L IPTPIrU BT §

s N e T [ Y SO e
N h.-’.u"u '-Ln-»l oA e v ,.u¢~u -.JL.-.-) A
o Bty rea vy .o i
MR R Y I RS LA PRI B SOt Iy ‘
R o st s [TV - o o [T At
PR R el LHJ. R Y A 10 _\". Al dasa g .ll\."r. Covaml 0! w8 A e
Trative dote:r 25 Jua e ' .

By Misooanas ol in

duowart: LY bl S S rbives,
peaaaals YLTY B eanegn can 4 e Tﬁl Sty
LIV T S B - ~ . o e .
ea/records d 1l S B TSN il
‘ S0

b ‘.:lt: K'O."'J..‘l"u: .\ ‘. nl i . Ny e J ‘,l“ n.,‘:).
L et A . . e e )
L., ».'".1.,': coe o [T S TP P
cuer dnstruntblonss ndt Soods v : ime e e ey

RN Py oL, T tnt Lmnsdisents witd
- ) . FISA QPR TOTN KN s PR Platdy ETL L el WL L,

Petilyady,

dent ol

Wil b

¢ .
(ki oL LT 20010 A0y

YO T AN TR

BN ey uiue
PR RO IS

TYLY 1 e e
a4 s 1
Yo T 00L. Follewine 'mits 4™t o iy Glhonnntlaa lndientad
innure 1, ‘
S AT LATION COwPiY ORI Al NS N TR P B0 Clent)
SRR L ST N DY G SN T A A IS SIS SRS WAL S O R
PN IRE W B BN AP SN R AR B N RSN RO R & P GRCRTE A
'.\"I--al.-‘;'l Ck."i'if’n..fl (illll'. ....i.- .'u.J.) . ‘\..-J ! lf{ ' l". |.'.- ( '-f..l\
VS TadLOH SCLraY L i Iebrn lar Ty

iq USARPAC, 1993)

Cant
—

=

—
[as ]
AU
o
-

- .




FCUTILY ¥LYIne

1 July &3 - 31 Decomber .63

....JLJCOl'l""‘

Lk SR
PO P

O

 c T (TOTAL)  AVC/AIEORET g WATL
Jul 436355 23 63
g 346155 30 ¢0
Sep 922:10 | 37 L
Oct 1'261:-55 50 G
Hov ‘1485:45 ‘GO Gl
~Dec . IClo 1618150 ol 91
Total (272:30 |
PLED UING
Ly A O ALt SN
Jul | e 29 ¢l
Aug - 115:50 ;s 50
se TR 33 i
Oct 7€:1C 26 i
ov 107:00 ‘ 26 ‘R
Dec 132:45 ) %
Total 620:45 ,
13

¥ "Mrensitien l"I‘LO..‘ to Uil-

TOTAL 63%3:15 hrs

CE~2

Cli=21, UH-1Z

Ui=1Z
UHH-18

Ci-1B

-
I A
O=-21)

1]

]

]

]

H]




