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' FOREWORD '

The 118th Assoult Helicopter Company was activated on 25 June 1963
by General Orders 230, Hendquarters, Urdted States Army, Pacific. It
was one of two helicopter ccnpanies assigned o the 145th Aviation
Battalion = the "First in Vietnam". Since its activation, the 118th
#Thunderbirds® have been in continouos combat for three years,

The company, born in combat, was organized and equipped at Bien Hon
Air Base following tho deactivation of the 33rd Transpcoritation Company
(Light Helicopter% vhich arrived in Vietnam in the fall of 1962, The
mission of the company was to cxpedite combat oporations while jroviding
direct tactical and administrative air mobility to combat units ongaged
in the allied counter~insurgency efforts in the Republic of Vietnam.

The 118th adapted quickly, and, guided by the ciperienced aviutors
of the former 33rd Transportoiion Coupany, attained a high degrec of
combat proficiency. The company participoted in combat asscults end
largo scale "Eagle Flights" from the day it was creatcds In adaition,
doily missions of rosupply, cormand liaison, medicel cvacuation and
reconnaissance - .ro cxperily accomplishced.

In the fellowing pmges, cignificont actions and cvenis dvring 1947
are named. They illustrate the 118th assaull ilelicopter Company in its
contributions to the allicd forces! counter-insurgency.efforss in
Vietnen. Morcover, it is a roport of drmy Aviation accomplichnents in
counter-insurgency warfarc.
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Cn 8 January 1967, the 11€th issault Helicopter Company, while participating
in a combat a2ssault three kilermeters erst of Chu Chi, Hau ¥-hin Frovince, ilepublic
of Vietnam. The assault wns made by nine UH-1D s:med troop transport helicorters
and two UH-1C runships. The mizsion was the airliftin: of the 1lst Batt:lion, 27th
Infantry, 25th Infantry Division, into » landing zone in the vicinity of coordin-
ates XT 740200. The assault was a part of operation Cedar Falls.

At 1430 hrs., as the flirit ap.roached the landin- 2one for the first time,
the helicopters came under iritensed enemy autematic weapons fire. The transport
helicopters maintained strict [ormaticn integrity while the gunships dove on
enemy targets to draw the fire from the troops. :

During the secorid airlift into the lancing zone the fli~ht was attacked with
automatic weapcns Tire and 2 barrare of mortar rounds. Tearin- through the for-
mation as the nine transvort helicopters touched the ground, the mortars serious-
ly damaged eight aircraft and wounded six aircraft crevmenbers, liraculously, the
eight aireraft and the two runships escapued danaze.

The lead aircraft received a total of five hits, one frem » picc. of schrep-
nel which wounded the door gunner. The numser two ~ircraft h=d bolth its 2ireraft
cormander and pilot wounded when two .30 caliber rounds and three pieces of irap-
mented shrapnel slam ed into it. Four pieces of shrarnel siruck the third heli-
copter. The fourth aircraft recieved four hits and the [ifth helicerter in the
formation recievsd multiple strikes in the nmarn rotor blade 'nd left windshield.
The number six ~ireraft wes struck by two pheces of shraprcl, one o’ them wounc-
ine the crew-chief, Afte. a mosta: round explcded less then two feet from it, the
seventh aircraft recieved twentv-two shrapnel hits, several of the frogmente
wounding the door runner. In the trail sirersft the aircraft commander wns wounc-
ed when eight .30 coliber rcunds slam ed into it,

.11 through the attack, decrite the wounds suffered by vhe crews and tre
severe demage inflicted on the -~ircreft, the hulicopters maintzined sirict {for-
mation inmtegrity and =11 crewienbers n~de certsin the nirlifted trocps were
successfully unlcaded befcore icavin~ the landing zone. The runships inflicted
scvere damage on the enerw positiens and sericusly hmapcered the Viet Conp fire
power in the area, jot cne sirc.aft was lost to tje cnery mortars ond greund fire.

On the mornin: of 6 Parch, the 118th airlifted cne cenpany of the 6th Bn-lst
ATF to sucure an LZ south erst of Pear Cat and spent tie rumainder of the mern-
ing conductins a 20 sortie resuprly of the same LZ. The wo.nin:s cperations vicre
uneventful with orl- mederste ~rcurd fog hampering lnndin~s in the first LI,
That afternocn, 2 cenpanics of the 3/47, alene with I recon plt. VWere airlifted
intc 4 seperate LE's. Full suppression ~nd sicke screens, rrovided by the 145th
Bn smcke ship, were employed in the LL's which were preped by air strikes prior
te entry, t'o ground fire was reported during the cpesstion and later that after-
nocn, the recon plt. was airlifted inte n fire supreit hose, & the clese cf the
days cperaticn, the Thuncderbirds had coispleted A tod 1 cf 86 hours of flyin; tine
utilizing 15 aiier~ft tc airlift, resuprly, and provide air ccver icr 430 troors
in 223 sorties,

On the 11th of March, the Thunderbirds jeined ferces wath.the 335%E zliccrt-
er Co. in suprort of the 2/39 Bn, 9th Inf Division, lumercus corbat rssavlts and
extractions filled the days operaticn, Threv lifts were scnecduled fo. the morn-
ins and on the first 1ift, 3 Thuncerbirds airerafts reccived hits from the sror-
atic eround fire received on aprroach to the LZ. fne pilet sustainec a ninor leg
wound, Cf the 3 aircer~ft that sust-incd bullet damare, two were [lewn to Saigon
and the 3ra remcined to cerplote ths d=ys crernticn. Lster the same afternocen,
the 3%5th departed the cper~tisnal area leaving the Thunderbirds te finish re-
surply missions befcre returning to the Bird Cege tc¢ end the days cperstions,
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Cn 12 March, the 11£th Thunderbirds were assirned the mission of suppertine

. ~lements of the 199th Lgt Inf Bde in a series of multirle combast assaults. iction

" at morning was confined to 3 lifts into wicely spaced LZ's scuth of Saigcn,
.aich were thorcughly preparec¢ by artillery fire, Upon entering the LZ, the
Phunderbirds employed full suppressicn to ensure ~dequate protective fires into
and out of each LZ, no reports of ground fire were reportcd. The mame »fternoon
saw the Thunderbirds invelved in 4 extractions which were acconplished wit'out
incident. Upon their return to the Rird Care, the 12 Thuderbirds aireraft logped
111 flying hours, having lifted 520 troops, and completed 40O sorties.

On 30 March, the cfficers and men of the 118th put the finishing touchea cn
a month long building ~nd remecdelin: project at the cffice a villz in Hencur~Smith
Compcund on Cong Le Street, Bien Hon, Numercus projects were assigned to the 3
flizht platoons of the 11€th and with alot of imagination and even mere harg werk
the end result assumed a "face lifting" cn the cld French Villa like nc ore hac
ever im2pined possible. The 3rd Flt Flt "Bandits" set sbcut remcdelins their
"hide~out" at the villa by ccopletely redeing the interior of the bar are~. This
wes acconplished by inst :1linrs indircet lighting, bambco wall ronelling, ~nd a
thatched rcof over the bar area. The 2nd Plt. "BlueJsys" tackled an ambitiocus
task of expandin the dining voom floor space by laying new ccncrete flcors, addirg
stained wocd ponelling to the walls, and ccmpletely repainting the entire dinin:
roorn area, The lst Flt "“Scorpicns' set about be~utifying the ccurt yard arer and
improvine living ruarters., Their cutstanding job of cementing the court yerd,
adding additicn~l sand bags, and pot plonts significantly bertified the drab c¢ld
face of the 11€th Vills, COther additicns were .an suxilli~ry bar in the lst Flt.
Tatio cpened evenings for ccupeny members. In 211, the ¢nd result met with: sbund-
ant preise by =11 thcse within the bsttalicn. A fine t:ibute to the departicn C.C.
ajor Boggs, who was respensible for the incepticn o this self-imprevement program,

On 31 March, change of ccmmand cereronies were ecnductad =t the Birdecsre in
front of operations. Prior te the ccmmencement of the cerencny, thunderclouds
threatened the activities, but once begun, all eyes were directed frent te the stalf
and words from the 12th Crcup Cemmznder, Col. Camobell, the cut gaing ! ajor Boggs
and the incceming commander,

Cn the 18 \pril the Thuncerbirds were once zgrin 2ssirned the missichn of
supporting the 9th Inf Div. Stoging out of Tn n, the 11fth joined ferces with
the 67th Avn Co in a Bn opersticn involving combat 2ss~ults ~nd relceation ef
elements of the 9th »lenp the river »nd canal cerplex northwest of Ten An, Twice
operations were temrorarily suspended =3 the appreaching rainy seascn made its '
presence known with brief, but heavr down pours. Through the d=y, Thunderbirds N
we:e alkternstely in and cut of heavy rain showers as they dodged r=in cleuds
rnd heavy overcast conditicas, it the end of the days cperaticn, the Thunderbirds
returncd to Dien Hoa leaving several birds to {inish the isoloted resurrly Aand
extracticn missions.

Cn 21 April, the Thunderbirds depsarted the Birdeare at 0430 hours in rcute
to °n area west of My Tho. The darkness of the early morning was brecken by the
periodic spl sh of lightaing from the thunderstorm scutheast of the 118th's fliecht
prth. Airiving at Dong Tam, the Thunderbirds immedistely beg»n their mission fer
the 9th Inf Div. as daylipht brcke the dorkness of the early merning, Four lifts
were plrnned to an areva 2000 msters west of Deny Tem airstrip, With a trcop
londing of 7, the Thunderbirds performed the 4 ccmbet assaults without incident
cecelving no reported greunc fire. Returning to Dong Tam, the Birds refueled and
shutdcwn ~uaiting ny further develcpements with a resction ferce. It was during
th@s time that the Thunderbirds received an heonored vigiter, the lst Aviation
Brirade corrirnder, Cen.rel Cecrge P, Seneff, who 1 nded for » shert briefin-.cn
the mernings operation, Seversl hours later the 118th extrrcted elements of the -,
9th from s near by field site and after topring cff, tock «ff fcr -nother AN

\|




o

' . () e (;> race 7

operation in the Rung Szt area. The afternocns mission involved the extrection of

company size force from 2 single PZ kacked out of the dense underbrush in the

1lta area, Each ship oroke off frem the erbiting formation with 1 minutes
seperation and plucked their wziting passengers frem the PZ. A Shuttle was formed
to Vung Tau. Upon the Thunderbirds return to the 1.,0., sniper fire wa2s reported
by the Bandits who were caping the zrea, The birds continued the extraction with-
out further incidences and returned to Bien Heca completing ancther days success-
ful operation.,

On 22 April saw the 118th in support of the 173 L.I.B., in 2 massive Bn
relocation and extraction, Stagging frem the Hew Biid cage, the Thunderbirds
flew L 1ifts to an area north of the Seng Deng !ai River, near Bien hoa. The
fifth lift involved a sling ldad extraction from the field site, all ten slicks
were rigged with external slings which were nsreuvered back te the new bird cege.
Departing the PZ individualy, the Thundertircs returned to Bien Hoa and =fter
releasing their respective loads, shut down tc refuel.

After several more pirlifts and extractions, the Thunderbirds expieriencad
a tragedy that struck deep in the hearts of 2ll members of the 118th, Returning
from the LZ, a Redtail slick running low on fuel expiorienced on engine feilure
near Long Binh, The Aircraft crashed and burned, killing the aircraft ccrmender
gunner, and 6 troops who were returning to base camp. 1LT Paul Stimpsen =nd SFh4
Adams will long be remenbered and will join the ranks of fallen Thunderbirds
who have given their lives durihg this time of canilict, was with heavy hearts
the Thunderbirds ceontinued the mission until the 1400 ralease tirme, Later the
same afternocn, three ships were sent on resurply and -sh and trash, clcsing
a sad dey in the his tory of the Thunderbirds.

On 25 April 1967, the 116th departed the Birdcage at 05C0 in route to Dong
Tam for a combat nssault with elemunts of the 9th Inf D¢v, Uron =rr1vql, the
overcast and ground fsg began to dissipate with the cerming of daylight. The
troops were lifted to ~n area rpproxinmately 2000 meters enst of Deng Ten cqnp,
because of the numerous casuaitics incurred by the acundant apti-perscnrel mines
placed around the campe outer perimeter by the enemy, Urcn ccmpletion of the
3rd 1lift, the Thunderbirds were recleased to join other clements of the Gih Div,
At Tan An., AMfter refuelinc at Tra in, troops were airlifted to an area north
of the river and the Thunderbirds rceturncd to a pesiticn nezr Tan Tru fer o
company relecation and extrnaction missicn. Three lifts accemplished the mission
after sporatic rreund fire wiich wre reported by several of the ships in the
rear of the farnaticn, Negative s .urrressirn wng ordered because of the abundance
of friendlies in the area, The Thunderbtirds rcturned to Tan in and after refueling
set out for Bear C=t tc finish the days operations with the Qth, Stacing frem
the Long Thanh airstrip scuth of Dear Cat, the 11£th flew ccrmbat ~ssaults inte
the river area scuthwest of Fenr Cat. Numercus Thunderstcrms and rainclouds
hzd formed by this time sn¢ the Thunderbirds enccuntered brief showers while
inroute, Several eof the LZ's were very wet and recuircd hovering to allew the
troops tc get out. In the secend L3, full suppression was ordered and on finsl
spproach -nd dep~rture frem the 12 ships reperted ground fire frem the tree
lines to the left of the flizht prth. Upen cempletion of the fifth 1lift, the
Thunderbirds depnarted the aren for the Bircd cage after cempleting a full days
cperaticn lifting 610 trcops.

On 27 april, the Thunderbirds depnrted the Birdcege fer an operpticn ncrth
of Vung Tau (Baria) with elements of the iustralizn ferces at fwei Do, After
lan ing at the newly cuspleted air strip near aussie base crmp, the Thurderbirs
recieved thier 7in-~l briefing and aleng with snother sister coppany from the
145th Avn En, departed Muci Do with jussie strip in a ten ship Ilight, Upon
reaching the LZ scme 40CO meters west of the buse camp, the 115th wra cleared to
fully surpress the left [lsnk of the LZ. The additicnal cther airlifi company

S RETEY. M
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. was assigned the right side of the LZ. and beth ccmpandes lancded in staggered

“ rail abreast pf one ancther, o grourd fire was repcrited and #fter the following
one other lift inte the szme area, the Thunderbirds were released tc Bien Hoa
with one flight of Rectails diracted to Tay Minh for a single airlift sortie,

On the 29th of April the 118th was cice ag-in involved in a company cpera
tion supporting the 199th Light Inf Ede in uperaticns in anc arcund Einh Chanh
and various arens scuth of Seigon. Stag ing out of B.C. and later Nha Be, the
Thunderbirds.... Isolsted grouni fire was reported in the twe LZ's near the Bina
Chanh area but nc¢ suppressicn was orcered due to the presense cf frierclies
and adequate prctection by the Thunderbirds orgznic proteciion, the Bandits,
That afternoon, the 11€th airlifted U,S. and .\iVH forces from severnl isolated
PZ's south of Saigon tc LZ's along the majer river network south cf Fhe Be.
Full suppressicn was ordered in two of the LZ's with no ground fire reported.
Later after a severazl hcur wait, the Thunderbirds returned tc extract the air-
lifted forces back to their orifinal PZ's, and were released,

On 30 April, the 118th was involved in a suppert of the 173 L.I.B.
airlifting troops inte the area ncrth of Bien Hoa near Xom Cat. L-ter that after-
noon they were dispatched tc Ben Cat for several lifts in the immediate aren,

The entire days .peration was with cut incitdent znd the Thunderbirds returned
the BC after a light days of flying.

0 29 April the Thunderbirds staged out.of Tu Duc for cpernticns scuth ezst
of Snigon. Three lifts were assigned into LZ's that were surrcundied b dense
mangroves, Scme difficulty wes enccuntered in the first LZ becausc of its sm=1l
size, Upon departing the LZ and bresking north, cne cf the Pedtails received
several hits in the contrcl tubes and windshield, Upcn return to Tu Tuc, 2
delay was called to the operntion until a replacement aireraft could be flown
in, Ko suppressicn was allcwed iue to the presence of friemily ferces in the are:s
The remaining flights inot the LZi's wers withcut. incident after the landing
sites were softened up by the Bandits.

On 5 May the 118th began its day with a pitch being at 0655 from Birccage
with destinaticn being a FZ in the Can Gicuc arca. Ten slicks and four guns
assaulied 3 1Z's which were in close preoximity of each other. These ass=ults
were carried cut withcut incident and the compeny was back in Bien Hoa for °
refueling before 0900 hours. The Thunderbirds departed B.H. for PZ scutheast
of Thu Duc where 6 1lifts werc extracted, two going to Leng Binh Recdcatcher Pad
and the remainder reloczted in the Thu Duc drea., The extractions were first
Americans, then ARVH's ond then Americans., Again negative fire was reperted..
Back to BH and shutdewn fcr lunch and refueling.

On 8 May pitch-pull from the Cafe was at 0630 with Lt, Jackson 2nd
WO-1 Wieland lsading the birds. The first takecff was called back to the
cage before the flight reached Szigon becruse the P2 at Ben Phuce was still
having scattered fog upon arrival. Troops werc taken tc the 1Z northwest of
Tan An and the PZ was nt Ton An strip (PZ Richey). These trocps were also
taken to LZ A ~nd the flight returned to Tan in and the first five ships
refueled while the second flight of 5 Rechbirds carried scrties of equipment
tec LZ A. Aftur all birds had returned and refueled, the flight shutdewn and
awnited the call to proceed to Rach Kien whers the 3rd P2 wes located, These
troeps were lifted tc LZ B, which is 3 clicks ncrthwest eof 12 A. This 1ift was
followed by a lift frem a Lth PZ at Ben Luc, All lifts were successfully
executed and without a2 single shet fired in anger.
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_ Upon the completion of this phase, the flocks set down nt Tan /in and
nched on scrumptuous C-rations. The afternoon's activities cemmernced

with some off-wall Eagle Flights, which rre planned, but with nc detail.

These were carried on in the area west of the merning's lifts. These
consisted of abecut 5 mixed relocation lifts with scme troops being lifted
into an area and half being removed again. M1 these meescures were cesigned
to confuse and baffle "Charlie", but thev zlso seemed to ccniuse the Ground
Commanders and the flight leaders, but the ureration was carried to a golden
conclusion by the Bien Hoa Thundercirds, these magnificent men in their
flying machines. The already full day was rounded cut with apprcyimately 20
sorties of resupply to LZ's 4 and B, being conducted by the 2 flights of five,
Redbirds and Bluebirds. 'The Birds returned as 2 flights of five and were back
in their cages befcre six, As a point of interest all cf the formations were
V's of 5 except the Bluebirds had a flight of V's of five plus 1 as Cpt Moore
took up the number 6 slot. ‘

On 1l May, Thuncderbird lead (Hostler & Michel) pulled from the cage at
0745 with a flight of ten, First PZ was 10 miles southeast of Xuan Lcc cn
a road where we were boarded by elements of the 173rd airborne Brigace.
There was a second PZ a few miles scuth dovn the road, a 3rd at Blackherse,
and a Lth at Xuan Lcc. Six lifts come from PZ's 1 & 2, five from Slackhorse
and one from Xuan Lo¢c. The lifts intc LZ 1 were mace by three ceipanies
{(335th Cowboys, 118th Thunderbirds, and 68th Tcp Tigers, in this crder),
the companies trailed cne another by 2-5 mirmutes intervel. The lifts inte
LZ 2 was Bn Echelon rights with ccmpanies in staggared treil. It was tight
for the 116th in the middle and turbulence wns very btad. Tep Tiger and
Jowboy ships near trail presscd in very clese to the Thunderbirds several
times. Some re-supply sortics wore carried externally and internally from
Blackhorse to LZ 1.

On 12 Hay 1967, ten Thunderbirds with It Ximzey leacing pulled pitch at
0610 hours proceeding to the PZ at the Hiep Hea 3ugnr il strip. ARVil's were
loaded eight per on the ten ships. Three lights were made to LI's about seven
clicks nortiwest of the Sugar !ill ~nd ~ click west of the Vam Co Dong Aiver.
The LZ's were within a few hundred yards c¢f each other. OSniper fire was re-
cieved by the number three ship as we crosscd the main river, but no hits.
No resistance wss encountered by the force as we cntered and departed the L2
with full suppression. The lifts were ccupleted znd the Thunderbirds proceeded
to Duc Hoa where they refueled and stood by for 3 hours. Thunderbdirds were
released at ncon and home in time Ior lunch.

On 13 May 1967, the Redbirds =nd Sluebirds operated :s seperate elements
and werked fer the 9th Infantry Division out cf Ten ln, takeoff wss at shortly
after 0700 wours, with Captain Moore and Mnajer Jay le~ding respectively the
Redbirds and the Bluebirde. Th¢ Zagle Flights were ccnducted to the north
and northwest of Tan An, and were inturspersed with re-supply. The scven or
eight 1lifts and extracticns wiich each platcen nace were cf the 9th troops
and scme ARVH's alsc. The extractions were mede n~mid late afterncon showers
and rain storms. The operaticn was climaxed ~s the Bandits lit afire some of
the LZ's with smoke. Few rockets were expended nnd scme work for the flex
guns, was about the size of it fcr the gunnies, The time figured o six and
a half hours with some stencby time acccunting for the grcund cevn time,
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On 16 May 1967, Mha Be, 199th Lt Inf Bde, the Thunderbirds left the Bird-

% age at 0650 hours after a slight weather delay with Captain Moore and WO Lonnis

-

shmidt leading the flight. The pickur point was south and e little west of
Nha Be. There were two lifts frem each of the three P2's that went to three
seperate 1Z2's, The T-Birds were accompanied into the 1Z's by the Bandits with
full suppression being the order of the day. The six lifts were executed
quickly and efficiently and the T-Birds were back at Bien Hoa by 0930 hours.
After lunch the flight returned to Nha Be for the extraction of the six lifts
and finished the afterncon's work in short order for a 1500 hours release

time.

On 19 May 1967, Dong Tam, the operation was scheduled to kick off at the
Birdcage at 0630 hours but was delayed until 0700 hours because of cloucdy
conditions. Bluebirds lead the 10 ship formation with Major James Jay at the
helm. The first order of the day was to make 2 sorties of extracticn of night
kits. {(These are night operation ecuipment packets that the Infantry uses.)
Then the flight proceeded to Vinh Leng to refuel and receive the briefing for
the mornings cperation. Take-off for the operaticn was at 1000 hours and the
PZ was north across the ¥y Tho River abcut 10 miles frem Vinh Long. The first
take-off from the PZ, Bluebird 2 with AC J. Mickey, Pilot Conway, CZ Waymire,
and G Collins los* RPM after attempting to clear a barrier end lanced in A
canal st coordinates XS 0748. The rescue operation lasted about an hour and
the med evac's were taken tc Dong Tan, That portion of the creration was
cancelled and the remainder of the cdsy was spent in the repesiticning of treors
from field positions tec Fire Support Bases. The flight was back in the Cage
at 1730.

On 12 August the Thunderbirds were assirned the mission of cembat assault-
ing elements of the 25th Inf Div into an area scuthwest of Chu Chi. The first
PZ was near Bao Tri end after iifting, the flight was divided so that a simul~
taneous touchdown could be cbtained into 2 LZt's, sererated by a sm=1l can-l
which emptied into the large river west of Chu Chi. & slight delay rut the
2nd flight (Bluetails) cn short final as the Redbirds pulled from their LZ.
"Taking fire from the left..." was rercrted by muaber 2 ship of the Red flight
as they cleared the trees surrounding the 1Z. Shortly after, the decmed air-
craft dropped out of the sky after a ruffled sxplosion in the engine campart-
ment, Landing in the main river to the west of the 1Z, the Redtail #7 sank
almost immedintely, with the crew scurring to exit the fast sinking aircraft.
LTrail%, a Bluebird, after a hasty off-loading of its troops, sped te the
crash site ard hovered cver the water to insure thet all four crewmen were
afloat. It then hovered over the trees ant sat dcvn in the 1Z, but not before
the zunner, an off duty Spartan Centrol tcwer operater who flies with the 118th,
leaped from the hoverin: Bluetird tc save the bobbins and stunned aircraft
cormander. As the downed crew was pulled from the water and directed to the
waiting ship, the "Bandit" gunships gave both crews close fire cover, suppres-
sing the tree line to the south of the LZ where fire had been received. The
remainder of the Thunderbirds continuec the mission with crea! relief knowing
that the crew were safe and enrcute to Chu Chi for mecdical at!entien. Threough-
out the day, the Thunderbirds continued to cembat assault, relccate, and
extract trcops who swept thru the river aren. The performance of the T-Birds
after the loss of one of its birds typifies the cecdication to the mission
and reaffirms the 118th's motto, "It shall be done!"
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o on 24 August 1967, the Thunderbirds began a busy day, departing the
pirdcage at 0630 hours for a Battalion speration on the west side of the river
south of Phu Cong. s the lead element of the Cl, the 118th departed PZ
Tucker flying low level cue tc the reduced ceiling and approached the IZ
with only right door gunners suppressing. Isolated ;round fire was rerorted
by the Bandits and the 68th Tigers followed the 118th intc the 1Z, The next
1ift was acccmplished withcut incident and the 118th was released to return to
Bien Hoa befcre departing for Dau Tieng for a brief extraction missicn. Upon
arrival at Dau Tieng., the ccmpany awaited the last extractions mace by Chincoks
before proceeding to the PZ located near a canal and abandcned hamlet scutheast
of the famed Michaline Plantation of Cperation Attalborouch. After two ofbits
over the plantation cemplex north cf the PZ to allow the Bancdits and an air
strike to werk cver the scuthwest forest area ground fire, the Thunderbirds
janded in the PZ. Shortly after touchdown, a "Turkey-Shcot" took place (the
detonaticn of Claymore mines which "ruffled the feathers" of sevarsl of the
Thunderbirds) befcre the troops trudged thru the swanpy brush covsred FZ to
the awsiting aircraft. Upon resturning to Dau Tieng, the T-Rirds refueled anc
waited 30 minutes before the second extraction was cancelled sencing the
T-Birds on their way back tc the Birdcage. The afternoon missicn invclved
splitting the Blue and Red [lights fer sererate combat asssults from Long Binh
and Tan Tru respectively, Severzl 1ifts vere accemplished by beth Tlights
without incident before the birds were turned lccse Lo resupply at Eear Cat and
Tan Tru. Later that afternccn the Redtails were dispatched to the PZ 5 miles
south of Bear Cat cn Hwy 15 tc join the Hornets in » Batirclion CA te an area

southeast of Bear Cat. The Bluctails joirned the :eitolls after completing their

resupply missicns. Three lifts wore mete Crom the FZ with no ground fire
reported in the LZ. The Thunderbirds returned te the Birdcage and heme as
dsrkness fell over Bien Hoa and the clese cf snother day of =ssirned oissicns,
Well dcne Birds! -

On 13 August 1967, the Thunderbirds ccmypleted the final phase of their
long anticipated move to the new Birdeaze. Various cther elements of the
118th had preceded the physicsl movement. of the aircraft tc the reveiments
in the helipad area, The operaticns officer snd the cemplete mainterisnce
facility hat to cemplete tiie move the sy prior to the sctusl event of noving

the Birds. Ceremcniously, bthe Bilue and Zedbirds ¢nlled Spartan Centrel for

a final clesrance "...for scuth deprrture Irem tne old birdcage". The driz-
zling rain dampened the occasion ¢ven more 25 the Birds 1ilted fcr the last
time from the Cld Birdcrpe which had been thw home ¢f the Thunderbirds for the
last three yenrs prior tc moving frem Ten Scn Mhut in the latter part of 196L.
_.The Thunderbirds will be sharins the new heliport cemplex with thc newly
arrived 190th ivn Co. .5 for the cld birdcnge, it will undergo » face lilting
tc serve a ccrpsny of "Hocks", CE-47 Chincoks who will remsin there until
their trensfer to Chu Chi. Thus »ncther page in the history of the Thunder-
birds closed, opening a new pzge it the New Birdesge.

On the evining cf the 17th of iugust 1967, =2n informal awsrda ceremony
was conducted in the Thunderbird lounze, Only recently approved awrrds were
presented to fcur departin. Thunderbirds, The follewing awards were presented
for actions ~nd service curing their tour &f duty in Victnsm to LT leed Kimzey
went the Distinsuishod Flying Cross ano gronze Star, nd Purple Heart., Lt
Tom Psyne received the Brenze Star rnnd +O cel Winner received the Silver Star.
The ceremcnies were ccncluded znu a "Free Zer' was craered by the departing,
awarded Thunderbircs.
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On the following pages is a narritive copied fronm the Army Times,
It describes a typical operation, a tyoical day, with the 118th Assault
Helicopter Company.

A silence fell over the mission crews as the corpany cormander
entered, He walked directly to the front of the room and turnad facing
them. His face was hard as he spoke, miission commsnces at 0530 hours.
The 118th Avn Co will conduct a heliborme assault as part of the 1lhSth
Avn Bn." He punctuated the statement with a finger on the large map to
his rear. He then continued with, "The arza is in Viel Cong territory.
There are plenty of zutomatic weapons in the area, so listen closely to
this briefing: Operations OIficer."” The major steppad aside and sat
down as the operations officer, surrounded by maps, diagrams and charts,
continued the briefing, concluding with instructions for escape and
evasion.

The major again spoke as he rose from his chair. "Tnis one can be
a tough one iI we don't think. Remember to call any fire you reczive
and mark it with smoke grendss., That's all."

The crews gathered in little xnots for & few lust-mirute coordinating
instructions, then went into the dark outside to board the awaiting trans-
portation, The ride to the flight line was a bumpy one. Faces were lit
occasionally by someone taking a decp drag on a cigurette. The truck
halted by each helicopter and the crews jumped out, Low voices wers
heard up amd down the darkened flight line =2nd 2n occasicnal flashlight
indicated a preflight inspsction in progress. Craws donnad flak vest,
armor chest plates ond made last minute checks of personal weapons, then
took their places aboard the aircraft as the cppointed time for starting
approached,

Capt Gurald Cubine and Cant Johnny Phillips started the lead heli-
copters, Quict was broken vy the whine of a turbine snginz winding up.
It was joined almost immsdiately by sevarcl others., Ths whine soon
built up to a crescendo beat of turning rotor bledas and formation
lights flickered con up and dowm tha line. GOrim faces appecrzd in the
red glare of instrument iights. The uniform roar of engin2s and rotor
blades was interrupted by the cracikling of radios as corrmunications
checks were completed. "Thunderbird Lead, Alpha Two, Delta One, Delta
Two, UHF check complete."

Two aircraft moved cut in turn, lights making en enriched glow
on the rotor blades as thay hoverzd to the ramp and sat cdown in a
colum of Vs, S¢conds laoter, the escord helicoptars came along-side
with rockets and machineguns hanging from them as if added to the fuse-
lage as an afterthought Comnand.:d by Capt John C, Bahnsen, “he gunship
platoon known as the pandits is the mest honored ammcd helicopter
platoon in Vistnom, A voice breaks into irndividual thoughts, nPull Pitch,
30 seconds," Gloved hands make last-minute adjustments and then 18
helicopters risez as one and climb into the cerly morning sky, The sun,
not yet in sight, creates a red glow in tha cast,

With every passing moment the sky grows lightsr as the sun climbs
steadily over the dark rim of the horizon., Pilots concentrate on the
myriad of dials and gauged in front of them. Except for the aircraft in
the formation, their whole world i3 in the cockpit. Their only link
with the outside is their headseis.

Crew chiefs and gunners also live in a different world., Theirs
is a world of jungle passine benezth and probatle hiding places for
Viet Cong untiaircraft positions, Their eyes fixed on the jungle
below, they searcn for telltals flzshes end puffs of smoke.
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The landing zone appears in the half light of the climbing sun.
Lines of awaiting troops materialize as the helicopters near the tiny
dirt airstrip. Upon landing “he now unnecessary navigation lights go
out and rotor blades slow to a standstill., Fuel trucks move down the
1ines of helicopters, filling half empty tanks and crews step away to
light cigarettes. As the POL truck pulls away from the last helicopter,
the crews board their aircroft,

Engines again whine, as tough little Vietnamese troops crowd aboard
the aircraft, laden with weapons, ammunition and packs filled with rice.
Black bottom little pots used for cooking hang from their packs as they
jam themselves into cargo compartments., The helicopters appe..r to have
arms and legs protruding from all openings as this mass of humanity
within each helicopter scarches in vain for comfortable positions.

Again the radio crackles and circraft 1ift off the runway. This time
the next stop will be the Viet Cong infested jungle. There will be no
friendly fzces waiting there.

As tie flight cruises over the jungle, the aircraft constantly
adjust their positions in the formation, Mild turbulance marks the:
sky with small clouds and bouncing of the closely packed helicopters
increases the tension of the crews. Earphones begin to feel likc they
are crushing ears and chin straps chafe throats. Although it is early
morning, the day promises to be long and hot,

A column of smoke appears on the horigon, Tiny black specks move
around white pillars, 2s Super Saber F-100 tactical fighters bomb and
strafe the lznding zone. The company comandsr was now talking to the
Air Force fight leader on the radio. nJungle Jim, this is Thunderbird
Six. The troop carriers are at check point three, UYWe're 10 minutes
out," A "Roger" is reczived and thz radios are agzin silent &s the
formation of helicopters approaches the lending cona.

Minutes later the landing zone comes inio view, It is exactly as
it appeared in the aerial photos taken by the OV-1B Mohawks the day
before. BEach dstail appears the same. The voice on the radio brezks
the silence as the CO calls the Air Force. The helicoptsrs are only
a few seconds out now. The Air Force lifts jts tactical cover as the
Bandits speed ahead of the formation into the k. nding zore, They form
two chains, one on 2ach side of the landing zone as tho troop-laden
transports approach their touchdown points.

The radio comes to life, "Bandit three one receiving zutomatic
weapons fire 100 meters southwest of smoke." A column of white smoke
drifts up through the trees Iroa the smoke grensdo thrown by the Bandit!s
glert gumners, The Bandit immedistcly behind the marking aircraft puts
heavy mochingun fire into the crea, then the air socoms to roar as he
fires rockets., The ground fire becomes intense as the troop carriers
touch down.

The troops pour out, Scparating and firing toward the enemy position
as they move, Crew chiefs and gunners fire from the now empty doors of
the slick ships as the flight lifts off from the landing zone. The Bandits
break off firing passes and pull in alongside the slick ships, firing
into the jungle beneath as the flight climbs to altitude, The sounds of
the fight taper off as the aircraft gain aititude. it this altitude,
relatively few of the Viet Cong can hit themn.

The flight moves back to the pickup point for its second load.

Each crew begins preparing for tke next 1ift as soon as the helicopters
touch down, Quick checks for bullet holez, computation of fuel require-
ments, distributien of individual ammunition and a quick crew check by
the pilot insure the readiness for the next 1lift.
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As fuel trucks move down the line of hclicopters, crews load
machineguns, rockets and rifles. Preparations corplete, the crews
walk to their aircraft, put on flak vest, armor chest plates, untie
rotor blades and stznd by ready to start.

The crews hzd been instructed exactly where each aircraft will
be in the loading zone, the formation, and in the landing zone. Each
crewmember knows his iob md repetition has made it hebitually perfect,
Upon landing, aircraft had been inspected for bullet holes and other
damage. So far no hits,

The blades on the lead aircraft begin to turn. Soon the others
are turning and the radio zgain come to life, The command comes, "Pull
Pitch, 30 seconds."

The Bandits wait until the troop carriers are in the air, then
take off and join the flight below and to the outside of the formation,
The gunners of the Bandits sit poised in the doors, smoke grenades for
marking enemy fire are in their honds and M-60 mechinguns in their laps
ready. The pilots can tel: when a gunner specks becense the zir from
the open cargo door rushes around the gunner's micropncne. Tke rushing
noise comes through to the pilot now as gunner suddenly reports enemy 7
fire. Quickly he pulls the pin of his smoke grencde and throws. Then
his. M~60 chatters and trocers find the target. The Bandit behind
the ship that marked the fire engages the tarzel as the formation
passes over, MNover does a Bandit break from ths formatien. OSuppres-
sive fire is put on the area as cach ship passes over.

The londing zone aopecars and the troop carricrs stor
approach through the turbulent air created by tha preceding aircraft.
The lead Bandits move ahead into the londing zeme, This time they
will not fire unless fired upon, The first lozd of troops is still
on the edge of the lading zone fighting hard.

As the armed nelicopters pass thic end of ihe 2anding zone they
turn 180 dogrees away reconncitaring parallel to the directicn of
lading, but in the opposite cirection. When thay reach the approach
end, they will turn again to fly alongside the slick ships preparing
to 1ift off from the landing zone.

Daknsen 1s the second Bandit in ihe doisy chain on left Surns,

A erack is heard then several more are heard, The pop of a smoke
grenade fuse is heard and agoin the 1~8&0 chatters., The gunner reports
fire in the tallest patch of treces west of the smoke, zbout 5C mojers.,
The pilot relays the report and the next ship ir the daisy chain puts
fire on the target, lachine guns scarch oud the area, Ho movement is
scen, Fire is only heard and not seen, The aread is engaged and the
invisiblc enemy in the jungle below is neutralized. Whether he was
alone or one of sevsral, wasther he ran or wis killed or wounded, will
probably never be known unless tns ground troops find him and report it.

By this time the last slick is off onc the landits disengage and
join up. This is the lest 1ift; they are through fcr the day., The flight
home 1s a long onec. Everyons is tired, The mission involved thes iension
of being subjected to enemy fire and of flying as aircraft heavely loaded,
in a high density altitude into tight jungle clearings, ooilinrg with
rotor wash is overwhelming. Soon the hone field comes into sight, The
formation suddanly tichtens up and leoks neat, without a word, After
landing, f£illing out necassary reports, checking aircraft for damage
and other incidentals, including the debriefing, it was a good morning,

The big payoff is mowing that the mission has been accomplished
and knowing that the 118th Awn Co of the 1LSth Avn Bn has satisficd its
customers,

art their

- b ot
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LETTERS OF APPRECL.TION

During the year of 1967, the 118th ..ssault Helicopter Company received
many letters from commancers and individuals who were much impressed by
the outstanding support they received from the "Thunderbirds". Some of the
most illustrative excerpts are included in the following p~ges.
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AVGC (25 Sep 6%
SUBJZCT: Letter of Commendation

HQ, 12TH COMBAT AVIATION GROUP, APO 96266, L QOctober 1967
THRU: Commanding Officer, l45th Combat siviation Rattalion, APQ 96227
TO: Commanding Officer, 11fith Assault Helicopter Company, APQ 96227

1. It gives me great ploasure to note and forward the high praise
of Lieutenant Colonel Schrceder in recognition of the outstanding support
renderad by your unit to the L/12th Infantry cn 22 September 1967.

2. The professional skill displayed and the outstanding support
established with the suoported unit are goals for which we in Army Aviation
must strive daily. '

3. Please extend tc all who participated my psrsonal appreciation
and congratulations for this praiseworthy achievement,

NICHOLAS G, P3aXI
Coleonel, Infantry
Comnmanding
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AVGC-C (25 Sep 87) -

SURJECT: Letter of Commendation

DA, HEADQUARTERS, LLSTH GOMBAT AVIATION BATTALION, AP 96227, 6 Oct 67
TO: Commanding Officer, 118th assault Helicopter Company, APO 96227

1, The constant professionalism displayed by all of the men of the
118th Assault Helicopter Company has showm up in the many successful
engagements against the common enemy while in suppert of Amsrican For:ues,

2. Please extend my personal praise and appreciation along with
the comments of Colonel Psaki and Lieutenant Colenel Schrcedar to the
men of your command for their fine judgement and aerial skill cn this
operation.

JOHN A, TODD
LTC, Infantry
Commanding
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DEPARTHMENT OF THE ARLT{)
HEADQUAATTRS LTH BATTALICN 12TH INFANTRY
199TH INFANTRY BRIGADE (S3P) (LIGHT)

AP0 San Fracisco 96227

AVBH~DOT 25 September 1967

SUBJECT: Letter of Commendation

THRU: Commanding Officar
145th Aviation Battalion
APO 96227

TD: Commanding Officer
118th Airmobile Company
APO 96227

1, The purpose ¢f this letter is to express my appreciation for
the outstanding mamner in which your pilets and crew menbars and sspec-
ially the command and control pilots, Major Guidioz and Major Bilbrewv
performed their duties in support of the "Jarriors" ani "Ransers" during
an oparation in the Hoe Mon aresa on 22 September 1957,

2. The fine spirit of cooperatior and flyins skill displayed by
your pilots contribut:d fo the succescful accomplishmant of the missien,
Particularly noteworthv was the professional mani:r in which wour
persinvel worlied with the trscps on tiie zround., Fnemy contact was
present going into the landiny zons anc contact was heivy liftins out
of the pickus zone. 0On both ceccasions wour pilots and crewmen oparated
in a cool professional manyaer in supportine our operation, ajor Guidrogz
and Major Bilbrey commanied the Clight in a well orsanisz:d mannar anw
made timely decisions when thev had to be made,

3. Thanks again Tor a job well cena., I wish vou and your company
all the success in future operations :nd lool Tarvard to the time when
we might have the opportunityr to call on the "Thunderbirds" asain, against
the common encmy,

WILLIAM 5, >SCHIAOELER
Lic, INnF
Zomnanding
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AduRDS AND JECUA LLChe

puring the yo.v of 1967 the following individuals were decorated
for their meritoriong and heroic acts while serving with the 118th
Assault HC:liCOptOI‘ L‘,ompany.




Warrant Officer Noel Winnor
- Ajrcraft Commander Silver Star

Major Robert Ulzheiuer
Aircraft Commander Silver Star

SP/ Michael Peppa
Gunner Silver Star

Major James Jay
Aijircraft Commander Silver Star

1LT Charles Jackson
Adrcraft Conmander 3ilver Star

SP4 Bobby Cuttino
Gunner Silver Star

Warrant Officer Lonnie Schridt
Adrcraft Commandcr Silver Star

Warrant Officcr Daniel Heart
Aircraft Commander Silver Star

Warrant Officer Michael Burke
Pilot Distinguisned Flying Crecs

SP4 Ray A. Schold
Crew Chief Distingvished Flying Cross

sGT Francisco Delacruz
Gunner Distingul .hed Flying Cross

Major Robe:t A Langworthy

Aircraft Commander Distinguishec Flying Cross
Warrunt Officer Focl Vinner

aircraft Commander Distinguiscd Flying Crocs

Moj or Robert Ulzhoiner
Aircraft Conmander Dictinguishcd Flying Cross

Major Charles Utomon
aircraft Cormander Distinguishcd Flying Cross

1LT Peul Stimpson
Aircraft Corwcnder Distinguish.d Flying Oross

Varrant Officer Sidney Schmid®
Aircraft Commanaer Distinguished rlying Cross

Captain Edgar Safile
Aireraft Commander ‘Distinguiched rlying Cross

Uarrant Officer George Rhondcs
aircroft Commander Distinguished Flying Cross

Captain Bobby loore
adreraft Conmandcr Distinpuizhed Flying Cross
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Major Robert Michel '
Aircraft Commander Distinguished ¥Flying Cross

Warrant Officer Rickey Mattern
Adrcraft Commander Distinguishecd Flying Cross

SP5 Ken Jokercst
Crew Chief Distinguished Flying Cross

8P4 Willian Jacobs
Crow Chief Distinguished Flying Cross

SP4 Ray Schold
Crew Chief Distinguished Flying Cross

Werrant Officer Carl Garret
Aircroft Commander Distinguished Flying Cross

Captain James Williams
Alrcraft Commander Bronzao Ster

Captain Jeffery Thomason
alrecraft Commander Bronzc Star

1LT Paul Stimpson
Adrcraft Commander Bronze Star

PFC Morris Bridwell
Gunner Bronze Stur with V devise

8P, James adons
Gunncr Army Commendzation Medal=Killed 1n sction

Corporal Rooscvelt amison
Gunner arny Commendation Medal=Killed in ..ction

SP4 Raynend Ernst
gunner army Commendation Medal

SP4 James Horden
Gunner Adr Medal=Killed in ..ction

SP4 Woodrow Muzller
Gunner iArmy Commendation Hedal=Killed in action

Major Dcnald P, Wroy
Detachnont Commander Legion of Morit

Major William L. Bradner
Commanding Officer Legion of kerit
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MAINTENANCZ ARECORD
November 1966 August 1967
of aircraft receiving crash er incident damage - 27
of aircraft requiring maintenance recovery - 10
returned to service after repair by maintenance - 10
of aircraft recciving combat damage - 51
requiring recovery - 1l

returned to service after repair by mainsenance - L8
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Tho historical sccount of the "Thunderbirds" sct forth in these
past pages relates tho continucd and increasing ecntribution of the
118th Assault Helicopter Company to the overall mission of the 145th
Combat Aviation Battalion., Constant praise was the cormon factor
which marked the activities of tho fThunderbirds"  in 1967. ERumerous
letiors of appreciation from grateful ground commanders citoe the
courage and dedication of the men of tho 118th.

|

Throughout 1967, the "Thunderbirds® Demonstrate many times a high
quality of professicnal training and cnthusiom toward the complction
of their mission. 4s cvidenced by the wide varicty of difficult requi-
rements and missions assigned. the 118th have covered every aspect of logistical
and combat support. In all instances, the auccess of the missicn was a
rosult of the "Thunderbirds® giving untireingly of their efforts towsrd
the ultimate gonl. The price was high for thosc deparded Tiwnderbirds
who unselfishly gave their lives in the performance of their duty.
Though tho missions were often demanding, the 118th wao always preparcd
with "Can D" spirit engrained in each and every member of the Coniponye




