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FORE'~IOi1.D 

The ll8th Assuult Helicopter Com:~o.ny 1-/US activated on 25 June 1963 
by General Orders 236, lie~dquartGrs, Urited S'.;ates Arr.:y, Pacific. It 
was one of two helicopter ce;'pD.des assigned to tho 145tJ. Aviation 
Ba ttalion - the "First in Vietnarl". Since its activation, the ll8th 
lIThunderbirdsll have been in continouos combat for three Y8ars. 

The company, born in combat, was organized and 8quipped at Bien' F.()(l. 
Air Base fono\fill!l the deacti vatioll of the 33rd Trallspcrta tion COlilixmy 
(Light Helicopter) lIhich arri7ed in Vietnam in~ho fall of 196;;:.. 'me 
mission of the cenpany was to GY-podi te combat oporations Vlhile ):r oviding 
direct tacti()al and acupj.r.istrative air mobility to combat units cngagod 
in the allied countor-insurgc,ncy effort.s in thc Republic of Vick=. 

The 118th adi:\pted qui cl::l;r , and, guided by the o~:pori(;need avi,,':ors 
of the former 33rd Transport-.,tion COI:p::my, uttainod a high degree of 
combat proficiency. Thc comp':ny participated in cOl':bat asoD.ults and 
largo scale "Eagle Flights II from tr.o d::ty it was creo:ced. L"l udtii.tj.on, 
daily missicns of rcsupply, cor,~.D.nd liaison, ;~cdiCD.l ovncUJ. tion :(r.d 
recoll.'1uissanco .. ro oxpertly ucconplishcd. 

In tho follo"Jing p:.gcs, cignific;lnt action::; n:cd CV0nts dt1rjng 1967 
axe llWllCd. The:r illust,l"'fl.tc ·~hc 118th A.sS~l.ult lIolico:ytcr Co::-.pa:jY i:i. it.s 
contributions to tho nllied forcen I cOlll1ter-insureo::cy. o1'fo1';:'o i:: 
Viotnru,t. Norcovcr, it is a rsport of krmy .ivin Hon c.c(;ol:lpli.:hr.1cnt3 in 
counter-insurgoncy Im.rfo.rc. 
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en 8 Jl'nuary 1967, the 11Fth· ;\ssAult Helicopter Company, while pr.rticipotinr 
in a comb~t essault three Idlor.:etGrs e~st of Chu Chi, lI'1u ti,'hi" rrovince, n.epubUc 
of Vietnam. The 1'.ss"ult ~I."'.S r.:g.d~ by nini:: UB-lD ~:r.ted troop tr3nsrort hclicorters 
lind two UH-IC runships. The mi~sion w's the p.irliftin.' of the 1st Batt;,lion, 27th 
Infantry, 25th Infantry Division, into" landin" zone in the vicinity of coordin­
ates XT 740200. The ass~lllt Has a part, of operation Cedllr Falls. 

At 14.30 hrs., as the flir i:t ~Pi.r02.ched t,lle 13ndln' zone for the first time, 
the helicopters came under ir.;:.er.s~d enemy nutom'ltic 'deopons fire. The transport 
helicopters mnintained strict [ormation interrity wh:il", the gunships dove on 
enemy tarr.ets to draw the fi re from the troops. 

During the second airlift into t.he lAIlGinr. zone the fli-:-ht W'lS attpcked ~Iith 
automatic weapens ·~ire and ~ b~rraf.'e of Ulortnl' rounds. Tearin' through t.he for­
mation I'S the nin" transFort hOlicopters touched the rrounci, the morte.rs serious­
ly dllmaged eight .,ircraft and wounded six aircrnft crel-lmenbers. I~iraculously-, th" 
ei,ht aircraft Rnd th<. tl-IO ! unsh!.ps esc~p"d dn;:\p.pe. 

The le1'.d aircraft received a total of five hits, on" frcn 0 phc. of schrr-:-­
nel which wounded the door F'UI'.!\cr. The ntLT.::'er two ~ircraft h 'd bo~~h its pircrr..'t 
cOI"J:lander and pilot wOl1.nded -~Ihell t\·/O • .30 caliber rounds and three pi"ces of .;:r~F'­
mented shrapnel slam; ed into it. Four pieces of shrp.;nel struck the third heli­
copter. The fourth aircraft recievud f~lur hits nnd the fIfth heliccrter in t"e 
formation reciey'd multirle strikes in thu nil:'l1 rotor b1"de . nd left ~Iindsh~eld. 
The nu:nber six ~~rcrpft \·I<'.S struck by hlo p!l:eces of shr.qpnc:1, one 0: them \~011.'1C:­
inc the crew-chief. ; .. rtf),.' a mO/tn: rour~rj exrlcded less th~n blo feet from it, th., 
sevunth aircraft reci"vcc b;f:nt:;-tl'lo shr.'tpnd hits, s"v~rc.l of the fr"gnent~ 
wounding the doo:, [unnel'. In tho trpil .1ircrrft th'J aircr~ft con·::l.ond"r w~s wound­
ed When eight .30· c"liber rc.ur.ds slan~ <::d into it • 

.. 11 throu£,h th", '3tt~ck, ci~:).'it" th .. \'IolI"ds suff"nd b;' ;~hu CN>!S and t~e 
sev"re d~m".g\) inflict"d on the -i[craft, th ... helicopter: ,..nint~ir.\J~ strict for·, 
mation integrity ;;nd ' .. 11 CN\'r.~"";b,,,rs r:."de certdn t.!'100 ;!irlift"d t:roo~"! >lc;;re 
sUcc('ssfully nnloOld",d bd( 1'(; 10('.vin~ thu 1.ondi:lg ~on.,. Tilt. runships inflicted 
s(;:v~re damage on th~ ent,;1'.~:," positions .1nd serlc,~!~l; ... IV~::lr-cl<:d th0 Vi .... t Cenr. fire 
power in the are.1.. i···'ot cne ~il'c, nft was lost to t,ie "n~!7 r.:ortnrs ~nd Erolmd fir". 

On the r.omin,: of 6 ['arch, th" 116th airlifted eno ccr.par'l' of the 6th 8n-lst 
UF to s';cure an LZ south '" st of B(;lIr C"t 1nd spent til" rtJmr.\inder r.;f the morn­
in~ conouctin[, a 20 1:01 tic rt':~urpl~' of th" Sf',"".(; L7.. Thu 1:'0, nin::·s cpurations ~I,"re 
uneventful with 01'\1"· ::1o(\ercte ''rol1nd fog h?_"'p'.:rinc l::ndin~s in the first L2. 
That afternoon, 2 cCI~lr'mi(,s of th~ 3/47, "lent with I 1econ rlt. :';0"" "ir-lift'Jrl 
wto 4 seperptt; L~' s. Full ~upF-r~ssion "nd Sl'.~ckt; screens, ,rovid<ld by th", 145th 
Bn smole", ship, "Iere emrloy"" in t:,~ l~,' s Which ~rE:r.., prepbd by air strikes prj.or 
to entry. Po ground ii,'", ~;~.s t'(;pol't<:d dlirin~. \,n.; Cp;J,: .;tion a:1d l~tt;r thllt after­
noon, the recon plt. w~s nirliftL:l into ., .c'ir<: sup'ort b"s~. ·.t th<- clos" cf t]-,,, 
di!Ys operatic.n, t1".(:; Thunc!erbiros hr.C: cOi;:rlct"d " tct 1 cf 86 hours of flyinC tir:~ 
utilizine 15 ai;'cr"ft to airlift, r"5u!)l'ly, Ilnd provide air ccvcr i'or 430 troop 
in 22.3 sorties. 

On th", 11th of 1';<1rch, the Thur.cerbirds jrin,jd forc(;s ",:>.1;)1. t!!e .335'1:P. ",Ucert­
er Co. w sup~·OI't of th<.l <'/39 £3:1, 9th Inf Division. ~:ur..ercus cor:-bl'.t rssnl11ts and 
extractions filled th" days "perr.tion. Thre" lifts \'Iere sc,~"C:uled fc " thl: ;::orn­
in: and on the first lift, 3 ';hun, erbirds aircl'"fts recoiv"d hits fron the sror­
"tic ~round fire recei'led on t.p'Tonch to t.h" L':. Cn" pilot sustained a r.linor 1"1: 
~1('lmd. ('f th" 3 aircrrft th'lt sust'incd bulh;t drunp.,,,, two \~"'N .flcwn to Saigon 
and the 3ra l'er.,oin"d to cc~·,,,lct,,, t:::; d';vs C'T'cr;,t.i.C'n. Leter the sar~e I1fternocn, 
the; 3:<5th dcp~rt"c.' the cp"r"tic::nal area It:;,'lVinp th" 'l;lur.dcrbirdG tC' finish l'~­
Surply nlissions befon: returninG to th" Bird Ccge tc: (:nd the days cperotions. 
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en 12 ~larch. the ll!'th Thunderbirds were assi("ne.d the mission of supportinc 
~lements of ti'e 199th Lft Inf Bde in a se.ries of 1'1Illti: le ccnb"t assRults. ~ction 

/ at morning was confine.d to 3 lifts into wir:.dy spac"d LZ's scuth of SaiEen, 
.• rlch were thorouphly prepared by ".rtille.I""J fir." Upon enterinr the LZ, the. 
~underbirds employed full suppression to ensure ~dequate protective fires into 
and out of each L2, no reports of E'roun.d fire were report(;d. Th; same pfternoon 
saw the Thunderbirds involved in 4 extractions ~Ihich were ~ccor.tplished wit'out 
incident. Upon their re.turn to the Bird Ca!:'e, the 12 Thuderbirds "ircraft logeed 
III flyin€ hours, hnvinc lifted 520 troops, and cor.tplet~d 400 sorties. 

On 30 11arch, the cffi~ers ,~nd !!len of the lleth put the finishing touches on 
~ month long building 'nd r6rr.odclin:· project Ilt the office a villa in Honepr-Sr..ith 
Compound on Ccng Le Street, Bien f!o,~. NUr.terous projects were a~signed to the 3 
fli;.::ht platoons of the lleth ~.nd With 1l10t of imagimtion ,1nd even r..0re h"rd work 
the end result 'lesumed a "face liftinc" on thtl old French Vill'! like no one h~d 
ever im2rined poseible. The 3rd Flt nt "Bnndits" set ~bcut remodelinr their 
"hid<.-out" at the vilh b.y cwrletely redoing the interior of thE: bpr are". This 
we.s accomplished by in~t ,llin~ inC:irl:ct lightine, Bilr:lboo wllll p."nelling, "nd a 
thatched rc:of over the bar area. The 2nd Plt. "BlUbJ"ys" ~Dckled an ambitious 
task of exp~ndin the dininr ,'001'1 floor. sp,,"ce b:' byine new ccncrete fleors, addr t. 
stained woed ponelling to the w,~lls, ~nd ccmrletely repailltin;;. the "';ltiI'e dinin; 
room area. The 1st Flt "Scorpicns" set about be "utifyinS. the ceurt y~rd arep and 
m.provinl/: li vine r u,'lrters. Their vutst:1.",ding job c:.f c~r.;E:ntine- the court y~.rd, 
Rdding Ildditien"l spnd b.1gS, lind pot rlonts siL!nific'\ntl!' beotified the (I.r~.b old 
face of the ll8th Vill,. Other addiUcns we:re .. 2n ?llxJlli o ry b.'r in the 1st Plt. 
ratio cp",ned evenings for Cc.f.lp,ny mcrr.bers. In ~ll, thb end result mc:t ~ri th ?bund­
ant prnise b~' ~ll thcse Within the b.tt.~lion. A fine t~'ibute to the dep:uticn c.r. 
'~jor Boggs, who WAS respensihle: f"r th", illception c,' this self-imprcv~,mtlnt prcf'rm. 

On 31 /1'!rch, chanE!; of ccm.~nd cerer.lonies WbI·tl cc:nducted ,t th., Sirdc.or-, in 
front of operlltions. Prior to tho cc;;n",nccnent of th", cbre;;!On:T, thund"rclouds 
threatene:d the Rctivities, but onc~ begun, all eyes were directed frent tc the stqff 
~.nd words fro::! the 12th (,·rcup Ccmr:-';ndel', Col. Cpmpbell, the "ut ['cing 1 "jcr BoC;gs 
:uJd the inccr.ting corn.":mnc"r. 

en the 18 ·\pril the Thunc'erbirds were c'\e" .grin ~ssi(n(>d th" nissien of 
supportinr th" 9th Inf Di v. St."einf. \Jut of T'n .~n, th", llrth join"r!. fcrct:s with 
the 61?th ;\vn Co in ~ En l'peroticTi invnlvin[ cO;;lbat~s~."ults ,nd relcc1'tion of 
elements of th", 9th ~lcnr t~le river 'nd c"ln<>l cor.n:.lex northwest of T?n An. 'J'I.lictl 
opt:rations \~ere te!'l"or~rilY suspbndbd ~s tho) oppr~achinlJ r~.in;r se.~scn mode its 
pr"sence known wi th brief, but heavy dOlm pours. ThrOUGh the d •. ~r, Thunderbirds 
we, e '11tern,.tely in ~nd eut of he:-'lw. I'pin showers "s they ctod('(,!d r,'il1 cleuds 
~nd henvy overc"st conditic·ilS •. '.t tho; end of th" dnys creration, the Thund .. rbirds 
return~d to.Bien Hop lellvinr. severel birds to finish the isolut~d r",supr1y ~nd 
f:!xtrllcticn missi()ns. 

en 21 ,\pril, tho:! Thunderbirds depnrted thlO. Birdcllre at 0430 hours in reute 
to .on area west of r .• y Tho. Tht.l d;;.rlmess of th., e-,\rly morning w~.s broken by the 
periodic spl sh of lighthlng frO"l tht; thundt:rstonn s(uth<:.1St of the ll(lth I s fli.'~ht 
p.oth •. \; riving at Dong Tam, the Thunc!erbir<!s :ir.u!1",dir tely beEon t!leir missic>n fer 
thb 9th Inf Div. as d~.yli[ht broke th." G'rlm",ss of the e~rly mc,rnins. Four lifts 
\<Iere plpnned to 'In .1r(:;.q 2000 r.l(;ters ~:est of Denl' Tpm I'irstrip. With II troop 
lo~dine of 7, the Thunderbirds perfor.T,ed the 4 cc~b·t ~ss"ults without incident 
:ecr;i Yin, no rerort"d grc.und fire. aeturninr; to Dc·ng T~m, the Bird~ refueled Ilnd 
shutdown """,iting ny further developE:ments with ~. re~ction force. It WI'S Ct!riniT 
this tim .. that the Thundel'birds rec.,ived 'In honore.d visiter, tho 1st l.vi,.tion -
Bri.mde cOI'l!.1;>nder. ('",n. r,-.l C.ec,ree P. Seneff, who 1 nded for 0 shert briefin' ""cn 
the mcrnincs oper.otion. S('!verl'l hours l~ter the ll8th e}ct.r~cted elements of the 
9th fror.l .~ ne~r by field site pnd "fter toprinG eff, took cff fer "nother 
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operation in the Rung Sat area. The. afternoons mission invol\~d the extr~ction of 11 

I,,..···· company size force from" sillf.le PZ l:'-\cked out of' the dense underbrueh in the 
,lta area. Each ship brolre off froo the orbiting fOI'!!l".tion with 1 lIIinutes 

seperation 'lnd plucked th",ir ~:,dting ppssengcrz from the PZ. A Shuttle was formed 
to Vung Tau. Upon the Thunderbirds returr: to the A.O., sniper fire w~.s reported 
by the Bandits who were c!',ping the p..r"'~. The birds continued the extraction with­
out further inoirlences <cnd returned to Bien He:l. completing .qnother days suocess­
ful operation. 

On 22 April s~w the llSth in support of the 173 L.I.B. in a massive Bn 
relocation and extraction. Stagging frem the I'Jw Biro cage, the Thunderbirds 
flew 4 lifts to an area north of the Song Dcp.g !1ai River, ne~.:· Bien Ho,'l. The 
fifth lift involve,d a slin~ load extraction fror.l the field site, all ten slicJl:s 
were rigged with extern"l slinGS which I.ore lJCLeuvered bl!ck to the netl bird cefe. 
Departing the PZ indi vid;'l.~l:i, t!:e Thunderbirds returned to Bien 1l0a e.nd ,fter 
releasing their respective loads, shut dOh~ to refuel. 

After several more Pirlifto and extractions, the Thunderbirds eacpierienc,"(l 
a tragedy that struck deep in the hC2.rts of .ill r.:embers of the llSth. iteturning 
from the LZ, a REldtail slick running 10~1 on fuel expiorienced .~n engine fllilure 
near Long Binh. The Aircraft crashed n.nd burned, killi"g thtl aircraft cct:n:l~nd(;r 
gunner, and 6 troops who were returning to bl'se cm!lp. lLT Peul Sti:::pson ,"nd Sf4 
Adams will long be remembered and 11111 ,join the ranks of fallen Thundtlrbirds 
who h;ve given their lives during this time of cOllflic t, was Hi th he".vy hearts 
the Thunderbirds continued the !:.ission until the 1400 releasll ti.:::e. L.ter the 
sruJe aftElrnl')on, three ships I'lere sent on resupply and osh and trash, clcsir.g 
a sad day in the his tory of the T!1Underbirds. 

On 25 April 196'1, the llSth d"'p'.rted th" Birdc~[c at 05CO in rc·ute to Dong 
Tam for a combat !'ss,mlt ~ri'.:.h elc:C::'!!1ts of the 9th 1m Di'!, Upon arriv'd, the 
overCAst and ground f0g beg.1n to dissip~.te wi.th th~ c·:::.1nc of d1Wli!,;ht. The 
troops were lifted to Nl .1re,:J, c,pproxi;::atcly 2CCO r .• eters e.~5t of DonG T.'r.\ c"np, 
beCllllSe of the nlE.erous cllsu'.ltiLs incurred by the .ocu:1r1ant ,onti-perscm-,el mines 
plp.cbd around the C'l!:1p~ outer perim<.Jter by th" en..,:!!y. Upcn cO:7lpletiCln of the 
3rd lift, the Thunderbird3 WHO n.,leasec to jcin other olcments of tIl{; 9th Div. 
At Tan An. :'.fter refuelin: r<t Te!'", ;;n, trooFS ,/81'1'0 ~irJifted to <'.n r,ron north 
of the river r.'.nd the T:'lunlicrbirc:s r1..;t1J.r!10C! to ., ;-:ositicn nu~!' Tp..n Tru fer ~ 
compr,ny relocation .,nd extr".ctic.n cission. Thrbe lifts Ilcce!nrlishec the mission 
after sporatic rrC'und fire ~/hich w r- reported by s8ver"1 of the ships in the 
rear of the fornntic.n. ~;er..::.tivl'l surrreosicn \·:,,5 ordure::! bec~\lse of the pbund1).nce 
of fri~ndlies in the p.re~. The Thun(~ert;ir~ls rotul~:1Cd to 'Tr~n :\n Rnc after rcfuelln:r 
set out for Bear C~t to fini~h t-he da:;s op<::rr.tionn I'li th thE> 9th. StAf:inr frcm 
the Long Thanh ~irstrip s(''.ltn of !:'''''lr C"t, the IH~th fle,ol co,-b~.t "ssaults into 
tht:: river :Jrea scuthwest. cf Peqr C;.-~t. :·:t1r.1erou:,,) Th'..!!1ders'.:,('·r::~s ·~nd r.;inclcuds 
h(!rj fomed 'by this ti.":1tl c.ne tho;. TI.unr;erbirds enc~unt0rc'd brief shc\iers "hile 
inroute. Severpl cf the L2' s w~ro; vcr?, w"t ,onci renuir(;c! hcverin" to sIlO'. the 
troops tc; get out. In the s()cond LZ, full suprrc30ior: W,os Cln\eren ~nd on fin~,l 
"pproach -nd deprture frem the 12 ships r<.JFcrtcd grl')u:1~, fire frem the tree 
lines to the left of the fli,:ht p"th. Uron cC::1plvtiC'n of the fifth lift, the 
Thunderbirds der~I'ted the are." f(.or the i3ird C'lre .oft"r cc.;;-,ph:tin,:' " full d!lj's 
operaticn liftir~ 610 trcops. 

On 71 ';pril, the Thunderbirds dcp,o.rted t!1o Birdc1'.[b for pn ')panticn nc·rth 
of Vung Tp.u (Barb) l.rith ele:::~r.ts cf the ;~ustrali,," fcrces P.t i'ruoi Dr .•. ifter 
1~.n. in,; at the n~;trly cc;:::rl'Jtcd "lir stl~ip nep ... l' ,;",ussif;:: b!.!sL: cr'.r::p, the Thur.dE:rbir~::3 

recieved thier finol brie:fin;; ,'\n(! :lle:1.:; with "lloth~r sistllr C(~lPlllj" fro1:1 toh" 
145th !,vn En, de:p.~rted Nuci D,~ :-lith iiussi", strip in 11 ten ship fli;;ht. Upon 
reaching the LZ some 4OCO ::;etal's ~;.c:;:t of the Ir,se camp, t.he 11Sth ~mJ cle"red to 
fully surpress the.left flr:nk of th" LZ. 1h<.: ndditicn11 ether nirlift co;np~ny 

• ." • • ~ 1 

_____ 0 ___ • __ 
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. "Ias assigned the right s:i.de of the' LZ. and both comp?.!".ies l'nde(; in stc.ggered 

( .... rail abrellSt of one p .. nether. lio r,rount! fire WllS l"E>f.'crterl and efter the following 
.me other lift intc th~ S?r..'3 ore 'I, the Thunderbirds ~!ere rele.~sec1 t,. Bien Hoa 
with one flight of Re..:tnils diracte,'. to Tay !-linh for a sil'.gle tirlift sortie. 

On the 29th of April thE: llSth Wl\5 ~llce ~g'in involved in a compony oper~' 
tion supporting the 199th Licht Ir.,f &ie in u;:.erations in pn,l around Binh Chanh 
a.'1d various are:1S se-uth of Saigon. st".g in!;' out of B.C. ~nj 1l1ter t-.'ha Be, the 
Thunderbirds .... 1501~.ted L;rc.un·! fire w~s reported in the t~/0 LZ'5 nellr the Sinh. 
Chllnh area but nco suppression was orc:ered clue to the presE:nse cf frier.·c!lies 
and adequ~.te protection by the Thun:!erbirds org,mc protection, the Dand.its. 
That aftE:rnoon, the 118th urlifted U.S. il.!ld .~iiVi'! forces from sever."l isolded 
PZ's south of Sl1igon to LZ's .lont; the m'!jor river network south of Nhc. Be. 
Full suppression ~I?S ordered in two of the L2'5 with no grotL'1<l fire reported. 
Later I\fter a several hc.ur wait, the Thunderbirds return8d to extract the ilir­
lifted forces back to their ori:;innl PZ's, and ~Iere released. 

On 30 April, the 118th was involved in a. support of the 173 L.LD. 
tirlifting troops into the Are.~ north of Bien Ho.'! near Xom Cat. Loter that ~fte,:,­
noon they were dispatched to Ben Cat fer sever:ll lifts in the il:;;"edip.te are.". 
The entire days .. peration l'IIlS with cut incil!ent and the Thunc!erbir<:!s returned 
the BC lifter It light days of flying. 

em 29 April th(; Thundtlrbirc:3 st.ged out. of Tu Duc for cperctions seuth east 
of Snit;on. Three lifts ~/ere assibne<i into LZ' s that ~rere Burr, un·.\ed b.·· .. dense 
mp.ngroves. SCl:le difficulty \</.'5 enccuntered in the first 12 because of its sm~ll 
size. Upon departing tl:e LZ und bre.ilill(; north, ene cf the l~tldtails .recE:ived 
several hits in the control tubes and l'lindshielc!. Upon return to Tu Duc, a 
delay was called to thu oper~ti()n until .~ rePlacement 'll.l'cr.:>..i'L cuuld be flOl</fl 
in. lio suppression wns pllc:.;eti ·.iue to the presence of frien:21y fc rces in the ~re" 
The remaining fliGhts inot the L,;' s ~lerG without. incic!ont after the l'-!nding 
sites were softened up by the B~ndits. 

On 5 I'lay the 118th bee1:n its day with a pitch being at 0655 from Birt:ca!;e 
with destinatic:1 beine a FZ in the C.m Giouc area. Ten slioks and four guns 
acs?ulted 3 12'3 which W'3re in oloce prcrir.J.ty of each other. Ther.", 'l.ssoult& 
were carried cut wi theut inci,;ent ~nd the cc"'pl'ny w.,s bp.ck in Bien Hop for . 
re:fuolinG before 0900 hours. The ThtU1<ierbird5 del':,rted D.H. for PZ southeast 
of Thu Duc I·[here 6 lifts w",ru extractod, two going to Lent; Eil'Jl itec!catcher Par..! 
and thE: re::lair,der reloc:.ted in the Thu D'..lc are:!.. The extractions ""ere first 
Americnns, then :,!tV:~15 .:!.nd then .\t;!eriCflI"ls. '\Gnin ncgf~tivc fire w~s ~epcrted. 
Back to BH ~nd shutdcwn fer lunch .,nd refuelinG. 

On 8 Hay pitch-pull from the Ci:!;e W1S 'It 0630 with Lt. JD.ckson 9nd 
1'10-1 l'iieland le.dint; the bires. The first t;lliecff ~Ias called back to the 
cage before the flir,ht reached S,igon b(:c"use the PZ at l3€.n Phuoc was still 
having s.cattered fog upon C'rriv:,l. Troops were te.ken to the 12 northwest of 
Tan An and the PZ ~Ias :l.t Ton .\n strip (PZ :li.che:r). These trocps ~Iere also 
ta.'<en to LZ A".nd the flight returned to Tnn An1nd the first five ships 
refueled ~lhilG the second flig~t of 5 Redbirds c'lrried scrtiE:s of equipment 
to LZ I~. Aft(:r all birds had returr.e(: and refueled, th(; flight shutdcwn .'lnc. 
al'l<>ited the call to proceed to linch !\ien v/here the 3rd PZ "'25 loc9.ted. These 
troops '",ere lifted io LZ B .• ~;hich is 3 clicks :1crthh'Gst ci: L2 .\. This lift ~[.'s 
fQllowed by " lift from a 4th PZ at Ben Luc. j,ll lifts ~/';l"e successfully 
tlxecuted and without a single shot fired in 3nger. 

__________ ._. __ . __ . ____ .. _ ............ _ ......... _ ...... _ ........... I 
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Upon the completion of this pha::;e, tho flocks set dOlm ".t Tan ,\n and 
Jlched on SCl"\llllptuous C-r!'.tions. The afternoon's acth"ities ccrmr.enced 

with some off-wall Eagle nights, ... hieh ~.re pl:um&d, !Jut lri th no detail. 
These were carried on in the <!l'ca llest of the corning' 5 lifts. These 
consisted of about 5 mixed reloc:~.tion lifts ~rith se:;:e troops being lifted 
into an area nnd half being removed ~g.un. .ill these mepc;nres llere designed 
to confuse Md baffle "Charlie", but they also see~led to ccnfuse the Ground 
COllUll!lnders and the flight lcnders, but the oreration was c.'!.l'ried to a golden 
conclusion by the Bien Hoa Thunderoirds, those mngnificent rr.en in their 
flying m::lchines. The lurel'dy full ".<:>] l·!~S rounded cut with approY.:im;!tely <D 
sorties of resupply to LZ's A and 3, being conducted by the 2 flights of five, 
Redbirds .,nd Bluebirds. The Birds returned ?s 2 flights of nve !lond were hp.ck 
in their cages before six. As a point of interest~ll of the for;7lations 'tTere 
V's of 5 except the Bluebirds h?d a flight of V's of five plus 1 as cpt Hoore 
took up the number 6 slot. 

On II '{ay, Thunderbird lead (Hostler & I.Uchel) pulled from the cage at 
0745 with a flight of ten. First PZ lTil.S 10 miles southE;£,ot of Xuan Loc on 
a road where we were boarded by elements of the 173rd Airborne Brigp.de. 
There was a second PZ a few miles seut~ dOlm the ro~d, a 3rd at Blackhcrse, 
and a 4th at Xuan Loc. Six lifts c:·.r.le frC'::1 PZ's 1 (, 2, five from 51ackhorse 
and one from Xuan Loc. The lifts ink LZ 1 \"lere I:l'!(c by throe cc.:~panies 
(335th Co\{boys, 118th Thun:l~rbirds, ~.nd 68th Tep Ti&ers, in this order), 
the companies trailed one another b:: 2-5 mir.ut.es ir:torval. The lifts into 
12 2 Has En Echelon rights .·I::.th c:;:c\p.~:1ies in Gt,.~u_r"d trB.il. It ~laD tiGht 
for the ll8th in the r.'.iddle Rnd t.urbul,mce WC.8 ver;{ bB.d. Tep TiGer ~nc! 
]owboy ships near trail presscc! in v(:r'J clese tochn Thll1"l,·;eroirds severnl 
times. Some re-supply sortieD were carried externnlly .end intcrnG.lly from 
Blackhorse to LZ 1. 

On 12 '·Iay 1967, ten 'i'h1.:.n1erbirds llith Lt Kimzey le<'.C!in[~ pulled pitch at 
0610 hours proceeding to the PZ at th" Hiep !-!ea SUE:'r ;·!ill strip. ,\RV:i' s ~Iere 
loaded eight per on the ten ships. Three lights ~:ere p.:p_de to L2' 3 about ueven 
clicks nortl1l~eot of the SUG".r ;;n:.. ond ~. c1.ick went of th() VAIn Co Dong River. 
The LZ's were within a few hundred ynr,!s of e.1ch other. sniper fire was re­
cieved by the number thr'~e ship as ~Ie cross(;d the !:lain river, but no hits. 
No resistence lIPS encountered by tho force as lie entered pn:.i de;:2.rted the 12 
with full suppression. The lifts were cC!:lpletcc! 2nd the Thu:1derbirds proceeded 
to Duc Hoa where thGy" refueled ?nd stood by fC'r 3 hours. Thunderbirds were 
released at noon and home in ti.'Tle for lunch. 

On 13 l':ay 1967, the Redbirds ,.ne! :j1uabirds o]:,Gratell ·,S seper'l.te· elements 
3nd wcrked' for the 9th II:f~I'.tl7 Divi;;ion out cf Tpl1 : .. n, tal{ccff \·Ioo,t shortly 
·?fter 0700 ;,our5, with C".ptti:1 '·:oo:-e ~nd ::,'jcr Jay le-:dinc :-csFocti'lely the 
Rec.birds :md the Bluebirds. Thl.; Eacle nichto VTere cC'nc.llcte,i to the north 
Me. northwest of Tan An, ",nr.. ~l(;re int0rspcl'sed lrith rC-Gl:Fpl:;. The seven or 
eight lifts and extr9.ctic:ns lli1ich e.,e!i platccn ,-,a'::c llcre cf the 9th trooFs 
and seme ARVll's alsc. The extr.~ctions Here !:lode "nid Ip,t.e aHerne-on showers 
'1nd rain stoms. The oper"ticn was clba.xed '5 the I3andits lit afire some of 
the LZ' s with sI::oke. Fel'l rockets ..... ere eXF~nded "r.d sene ',Tc'rk for the flex 
guns, was about the size of it fo:- the Gunnies. Th,' tir:;cs figm?d ~o six <1nd 
Il. half hours with sor.:e st~ndby tir:.e ~cccum.in;;: for the [TC'und del·m time. 
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On 16 May 1967, Nha Be, 199th Lt In! Bele, the 'rhunderbirds left the Bird­
(': >qge at 0650 hours after a slight weather delay with Captain Hoore and ~:O Lonnie 

~hmidt leading the flight. The pickur-- point was south Clnd ? little west of 
Nha Be. There were t~ro lifts frcm e"ch of the three PZ' s that wr;nt to three 
seperate 12' s. The T-Birds wt)re a.ccompanied into the 12 's by the Bcmdi ts with 
full suppression being the order of the day. The six lifts were executed 
quickly and efficiently and the T-Birds ~rere b'lck Itt Bien Hoa by 0930 hours. 
After lunch the flight returned to Nha Be for the extr;:,ction of the six lifts 
and finished the aftern00n's work in short order for 3 1500 hours rele~se 
time. 

On 19 May 1967, Dong Tam, the operation w~s scheduled to kick off at the 
Birdcage at 0630 hours but was delayed until 0700 hours because of cloudy 
conditions. Bluebirds leCid the 10 ship form'ltion with 14njor James J~y at the 
helm. The first order of the day was to mQ,ke 2 sorties of extraction of night 
kits. (These are night op~ration ee,uipment packets thnt the Infantry uses.) 
Then the flight proceeded to Vinh Lcng to refuel and receive the briefing for 
the mornings operation. Take-off for the operation w,o.s at 1000 hours (1!,d the 
PZ WaS north across the r·:y Tho r'.i ver about 10 miles frc<:l Vinh i.ont;. The first 
take-orr fron the PZ, Bluebird 2 l'lith AC J. Hicke)', Pilot Com;."], CE l~aynri.re, 
and G Collins los· RPM after atte!:',pting to clear a barrier and IpnC:ed in ,~ 
cM3l ,ot coordinates XS 0743. The res'cue operation Insted about an hour and 
the ced evac's were taken to Dong ~a~. That portion of the c~crlltion was 
cancelled and the recainder of thc c.Py WD.S sF-ent in the r"Fcsiticning of trC'ops 
from field positions to Fire Support Bases. The flight w?,s b'tck in the Cilge 
at 17.30. 

On 12 August th~ Thunderbirds 1'lOre nssir:ned the mission of ccmb,ot assault­
ing elements of the 25th Inf Div into M area scuthl-rest of Chu Chi. The first 
PZ W'ts near Bao 7ri and after liftinG, the flight was divided so th1t A ~ir.,ul­
t,~neous touchdCl-ln could be cbt.uncd into 2 12' 5, s,opcre,ted by a sm,11 can:1 
which emptied into the large river I'lest of Chu Chi. :~ slight del~;r rut the 
2nd flight (13luet::dls) en short fin.,l ~5 the Redbirc~s pulled from their LZ. 
"Taking fire from the left ••• " was re"cl'ted by munber 2 ship of the Red fliGht 
ilS they cleared the trees 5urrQumlint:: the LZ. S~ort1y ,11ter, the docmed air­
craft dropped out of the sky ,ftcr a ~!uffled sxplosion in the engine co:npart­
ment. Landin£ in the main river te. t.he west of the LZ, the ?edt,?il #7 sank 
almost immedintely, ~rith the crC'oI scurrins to e;d.t the fast sinking aircraft. 
'Trail", a Bluebird, After a hasty off-loading of its troors, sped to the 
crash site ar:d hovered eycr the ~r,'lt~r to insure the.t 'l.11 fcur crewmen were 
afloat. It then hoverec! over the trees pm, sat do~m in the 12, but not before 
the gunner, an off duty Spartan Centrol tc~rer operatcr who flies Id.th the 118th, 
leaped frcr.l the hov..,rin:~ Bluebird to S'l.ve the bobbinc and stunned aircraft 
cor:nnander. ;'s the downed crew ~IAS pulled from the wl'lter ".l1d c!irected to the 
wP.iting ship, the "Bandit" gunships gave both crel'iS close fire cover, su;:pres­
sing the tree line to ~he south of the LZ ~rhere fire hr,c been received. The 
remainder of the Thunderbirds continuet: the mission Idth o:r&", relief knovrinc 
that the crew were safe ,,11<1 enrcute to Cht! Chi for medical att enticn. Thrcugh­
out the day, the Thunderbirr:ls continuec! to comb,t assRult, relccate, and' 
extract trcops who S',rept thru the river RrC'1. The perforrn~nce (·f the T-Birc!s 
after the loss of one of its birds tJTifil;s the c!edication to the mission 
end r!:,o.r firms the l1Sth' 5 :::ot to, "It shAll be c!one!" 

....... - ... _-----------_._---------- -_._-----'------------_. __ ._--_._-_ .. _ .... -._._.- .•.. -- ........... - ...... -._---
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t<·;:· On 24 August 1967, the Thunderbirds began a busy day, departing the 

, Birdcage at 0630 hours for a Batto.lion operation on the ~Iest side of the river 

south of Phu Congo As tha le,'\d ele::Jent of the C:" the lleth departed PZ 

Tucker flying low level due t,; the reduced ceiline; :.m.d apr-roa.chad the LZ 

with only right door gunners 5upprtlssin[. Isol~.ted .,·round fire was reported 

by the Bandits and the 68th Ti[,er5 followed the IHlth into the LZ. The next 

lift ~Ias accomplished without incident and the 118th ~12S released to return to 

Bien HOn before departing for Dau Tieng for a brief extrllction mission. tipon 

arri val at Dau Titme, the conpan:r aw~ited the l<lst extractions m;,,' e by Ch~ncoks 

before proceedin£ to thc PZ lecated neRr a canal and abandonect h'l.!!'lot sou';heast 

of the famed l'.iohaline Plantation of Cperation Attalborough. '\fter two orbits 

over the plantation complex nOl~h of the PZ to allo·.~ the Banc:its :md on air 

strike to work over the sc·uth~last forest area groun': firc, the Thunderbirds 

landed in the PZ. Shortly '!fter touchco\·m, a "Turkey-Shoot" took plilce (the 

detonation of Claymore P.'ines which "ruffled thE: feath()rs" of sevar.;>l of the 

Thunderbirds) before the troops trud;;ed thru thesw~nP"J brllsh cov.3red PZ to 

the awaiting aircraft. Uron returning to Dau Tien6, the T-Eirds refueled ~nc 

wl)ited 30 minutes before the secone. extraction WC'.S ca.'1celled sen.:ing the 

T-Birds on their way back to the Eirdcege. Tho afternoon nission involved 

splitting the Blue and Reel flights fer sCFerate combot assr:ults fror.t Lont: Sinh 

and Tan Tru respccti vely. Severl)l lifts ~;E;re a ceo~plish(;d t>7 both fli.;hts 

without incident before the birds were turned loc3c to resupply ~t Eeo.r Cat ~.nd 

TpJl Tru. Later that afternoon th", Redt'!ils Wbre.: dspatehcd to the PZ 5 miles 

south of Bepr Cat cn ~Iy 15 teo join the Hornets in 0 Bat I;r.lion C,\ to an ~rGa 

southeast of Be.?r Cnt. The illuotrJ.ls jeincel the !'.C;:;t.~il5 ~fter ccmpletin[ their 

resupply missions. Three lifts ',l0re r.t.-'.de [rem the FZ :',i til no f,ro:md fire 

reportcd in the LZ. The Thunderbirds returned to t.he Birc~e~CE; :!r:c: hOlte as 

d~rknes6 fell over Bien Hoft ar.d tho clese cf .3nother (by of ,s6i['1ed mssions. 

Well done Birds! 

On 13 Aur;ust 1967, the Thunderbirds eC::l;·let.ed the find phl>.se of thedr 

long anticip.,ted move to the new Bil'dc.o,L:e. Various (;t.hcr elcl1ents of the 

llBth hl>.d preceded the ph:fsic.11 rr:ovcn"nt. of' the aircr?..ft to the rGvet;:;;:nts 

in tho helipad Il.re'l. The oparrttiens officer ,nr! the cemplete 1t3intenonce 

f<leility h~d to cor.tplete tile r.,ove the cloy prior to the pctud eV0nt of l:1oving 

the Birds. Cerer.teniously, tl".e Blue :'mi ::ec~bird5 c.~lled Sp~rt;m Contrel for 

a fin~l cle ~rance 11 ••• for scuth c.cpl'.rturc l'rcr.1 t.h0 old birdc ~['cu. The chi. 2.­

zling rain dClIil}:cnEc the occnsion even r.!or l'; .1.5 the Birds lift,ad fei' the 1-"1 st 

time from the 01·:; Bi.rdc~"e Which hrtd been t,h,; heme c-f the Thtmc:crbirds for the 

last three ie~rs prior tc moving frc::! T?n Son lJi1t;t in tho latter l',rt of 1964 • 

. The Thunderbirds ~rill be shari •• z th", new !lcliport ce:::plex ~rith the newly 

arrived 190th ;':'111 Co. :,5 fer tho old 5ir':c~[,e, it ,·rill under::;o .0 f?co lifting 

to serve 1'. cCMp'·ny of "Heoks", CH-47 Crin00ks .:ho "ill re::1~in thbre w,til 

their tri'nsfer to Chu Chi. Thus "nc ther pose in the history of tile Thunder­

birds closed, opening l' n(:~1 p.'-fc 'lt the ?lev! Birdc"ge. 

On the evil".ing of the 17th Oflusust 1967, an inforn"l w~rds ceremony 

~ms conducted in the ':'hunderbird lour.co. Only recently npproved al'lrrds \lere 

presented to fcur departin~' Th~.lndE'.l'bir~~, Tho fcllcHinf; ,\o1::11'C.5 "1ure presented 

for llctions ',nd service durin!; theil' tour mf duty in 1Jictno ffi to LT :~eod !(i!:'.zey 

went the Distin<;uir.hud Flying Cross 1nc: Erc,m.e st?r, :>nc. PurFle He~rt. Lt 

Ton Payne: received t:1C 9rc.n'l() st~r';nd \':0 ,:cel :iinnilr roeoi ved the Silver St~r. 

The cere!.lGnies 1-1ere cc:ncluded '::.r.(.! {l I1Frec Err" \>las ordered by the r.lep~rtin~, 

a~l?rded ThunderbirC:s. 
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on the foliClting III ges is a narritive copied frot:! the Army Tim"s. 

It describes a typical opero.tion, a typical day, with the ll8th i\ssZlUlt 

Helicopter Company. 
A silence fell over the mission crews as the company co~ander 

entered. He walked directly to the fron·. of the roo;:} and turn~d facing 

them. His face w.:!s h::..rd as he spoke. ":·iission COlmn:nces [It 0530 hours. 

The li8th AVll Co l~ill conduct a heliborne aSSlllllt .:!S part of the 145th 

Avn Bn." He punctuated the statcr:'.e:1t 'Iii th a finger on the large map to 

his rear. He then continued dth, "The ::..r3[l is in Viet Gong territory. 

There are plenty of automatic weapons in the area, 60 listen closely to 

this briefing: Operations O:ficer." The major stepped aside and sat 

down as the operations officer, surrounded by maps, diagrams and charts, 

continued the briefing, concluding ;uth instructions for 3scape and 

evasion. 
The major again spoke as he rose from his chair. "This one can be 

a tough one if we don't think. Remember to call o.ny fir2 you receive 

and mark it with smoke grer'l.das. That's all." 

The cre~13 gathered in little knots for (l feH last-minutc coordinating 

instructions, then went into the dark outside to board the amliting trans­

portation. The ride to the flight line was a bumpy one. Facos ,-Iere lit 

occasiona~ by someone takinb a deop drug on a cig:~ette. The truck 

haltud by each helicopter ;md the creHS jumped out. LO\-I voices wer" 

heard up am dOlm the do.rkened flight line ".!ld :J.n occasional flashlight 

indicated a preflight inspoction in progress. Gre"ls donned flak vest, 

arll10r chest plates mid In.:lde l?.st minute checks of por30nal H(:apons, then 

took their placds aboard the aircro.ft as the :J.ppoinkd time for starting 

approached. 
Capt (k;rald CUbine and C.:lpt Johnny Phillips startud "he le.'ld hl:lli­

copters. Quiet was broken by th" whine of a turbine sngi.:::; Hinding up. 

It '~ilS joined almost iJl;m;;,diately by sev:;rc.l others. Tho ,;hL"lS aoon 

built up to a crescendo be·:lt of turning rotor bladils and for::tution 

lights flic~red on up and do;m th2 line. Grilli fac,)s appe •• rod in the 

red glare of instrU1TlCnt lights. 'fha uniform rot>!' of enginJs and rotor 

blades W.:!S interrupted b~' the cruci;ling of radios :l.S corm:;unic:1.tions 

checks \~ore completed. "Thunderbird Lead, Alpha 7\'10, Delta One, Delta 

T~10, UHF check complete." 
Two aircraft mov.::d cut in turn, lights mo.~ting un enrich<)d glOl'/ 

on the rotor blades n.s th3y hovcr:..d to t.he r=p and sat dwn in a 

oolUllU'l of Vs. Sdconds l ... ter, tha escort helicopt'·)rs c ... 1I:e .'llonr:-side 

~th rockets and machineguns hangin~ from t..holll as if add"u to the fUSe­

lage ilS an afterthought GotrJ:w.nd.,d b;r C.:lpt John G. Bahnsen, the gunship 

platoon Im01ffi as the B-:lndits is the no~t honored :llmcd helicoptar 

pll\toon in Vietr.:l1:l. A voice breaks :"'1to ir.:ii vidud thouehts, "Pull Pitch, 

JO seconds." Gloved hamis r:l<J.:W last-minute adjust-monts <l;1d then 18 

helicopters rise as one nnd climb into the c::..rly morning sky. Th" sun, 

not yet in sight, creates a red glow in the cilSt • 

• lith every p!l.Ssing !':'lomont the sky grm;s lighter ilS t!1c sun climbs 

steadily ove:- the darlt ri:n of t.he horizon. Pilots concentra.te on the 

myri().d of dials o.nd BaugeG in front of them. Except for I.he aircraft in 

the formation, their \:hole Horld is in the cockpit. Their only link 

~lith the outside is their headsets. 
Crew chiefs and gunners :lIsa live in .'l different Horld. Theirs 

is a "orld of jun~l~ ?a5sin.~ ber.e~th and probable: hiciin~ plc.c\!s for 

Viet Cong :;.ntiaircraft positi·Jns. Their eyes f:i.Y.:cd on tho jungle 

below, they se:J.rch for telltale fl~shes and puffs of smoke • 

------------_._-



() () 
---~---..-------

-.. - .. 

.' t" 

Page 14 

The landing zone appears in the half light of the climbing sun. 

Lines of awaiting troops mnterializa as the helicopters near the tiny 

dirt airstrip. Upon landing ~,he no;; unnecess:;ry navigation lights go 

out and rotor blades slow to n standstill. Fuel trucks move dHm the 

lines of helicopters, filling hill empty tanks and creWS step away to 

light cigarettes. As the POL truck pulls away from the ]:>~t helicopter, 

the crews board their aircTt'i't. 
Engines o.gnin whine, as tough little Vietnamese troops crolld aboard 

the aircraft, laden with ,zeapons, ammunition and packs fillcd with rice. 

Black bottom little pots us~d for cooking hang from their packs as they 

jam themselves into ccrgo compartments. The helicopters appe .. r to have 

arms and legs protruding from all openings as this mass of humanity 

within each helicopter searches in vain for comfortable positions. 

Again the radio crackles !lIld drcraft lift off the runway. This time 

the next stop will be the Viet Gong infested jungle. There will be no 

friendly faces waiting there. 
As tre flight cruises over the jungle, the aircraft constantly 

adjust their positions in the formation. Mild turbulance marks the. 

sky ;.d th small clouds and bouncing of the closely packed helicopters 

increases the tension of the cre-,rs. Earphones begin to feel like they 

are crushing ears and chin straps chafe throats. Although it is early 

morning, the dny promises to be long and hot. 

A column of smoke appears on the horizon. Tiny black specks move 

around white pillars, IlS Super Saber F-100 tacticnl fighters bo~b and 

strafe the l:-.nding zone. The COlr.p:my command"r was not; talking to t.he 

Air Force fight leader on the radio. "Jungle JiJil, this is Thunderbird 

Six. The troop carriers are at check point three. 'tIe're 10 minutes 

out." A "Roger" is recaived and th3 radios are 19D.in silent cs the 

formation of helicopters approaches the landing zone. 

Ninutes later the landing zone comes into view. It is exactly as 

it appeared in the aerial photos taken by the OV-lB Mohuwks the day 

before. Each detail appears the sa.":le. The voice on tho radio brcc.ks 

the silence as the CO calls the Air Force. The helioopt~rs are only 

a few seconds out now. The Air Force lifts its tacticul cover as the 

Bandits speed ahead of the formation into tho ]a nding zor.o. They form 

two chains, one on each side of the landing zone as the troop-laden 

transports approach their touchdoun points. 

The radio comes to life, "Bandit three one receiving 2.utomatic 

weapons fire 100 metors southl;est of smoke." J. colUli1Il. of white smoke 

drifts up throu!;h the treas frc:ll tho smoke srenade, thrown b'/ the Bandit IS 

alert gunners. The B=dit irmnedi"tcly behind the mm-kbg oircraft puts 

he8.:'r.r mo.chingun fire into the crea, then the air S'Je."!1S to roar as he 

fires rockets. The ground fire becomes intense as the troop carriers 

touch dOIID. 
The troops pour out, separating and firing toward the ;:nerny position 

as they move. Crew chiefs cmd gunn~rs fire from the now empty doors of 

the slick shipa us the flight lifts off from the londing zone. The Bandits 

break off firing passes and pull in alongSide the Slick ships, firing 

into the jungle beneath as th~ flight cLL"bs to altitude. The sounds of 

the fight taper off as the aircraft gain altitude. At tl:is altitude, 

relatively fe,/ of the Viet Cong can hit them. 

The flight moveS bc.ck to the pi.cblp point f or its second load. 

Each cre,r begins preparing for tl:e next lift as soon as the helicopters 

touch down. Quick checks for bullet holes, computation of fuel require­

ments, distribution of individual ammunition and a quick cre,r check by 

the pilot insure the readiness for the next lift. 

-_._-----_. ~--'-. - -- -.--~.-
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As fuel trucks move down the line of hdicapt.ers, cre~ls load 
machineguns, rockets arxl. rifles. Prepo.rution3 cOI'.plete, the creus 
walk to their aircraft, put on flak 'rest, armor chest plates, untie 
rotor bladeS Ulld st;md by read;)' to start. 

The crews had been instructed exactly Hhere ench aircraft ;Iill 
be in the loading zone, the i'orm,.tion, and in the landing I:one. Each 
crewmember knOl-lS his ~ob md repetition has made it h:lbituo.lly perfect. 
Upon ~.nding, aircraft had bee~ inspected for bullet holes ~d other 
damage. So fur no hits. 

The blades on the lead aircraft begin to turn. Soon the others 
are turning and the radio again come to lif<J. The comm~d comes, "Pull 
Pitch, JO seconds." 

The Bandits wait until the troop curriers nre in the cir, then 
take off and join the flight belO1; and to the outside of the formation. 
The gunners of the Brundits sit poised in the doors, smoke grenades for 
murking enemy fire are in thdr h':'"lcis and H-60 muchinguns in their laps 
ready. The pilots can tel:;' ,;hon 0.. gunner speaks because the :.ir from 
the open cargo door rushes around the gurr.er's microphcne. The rushing 
noise comes through to the pilot no,1 as gur.ner suddenly reports enemy : 
fire. Quickly he pulls the pin of his smoke Grenade and thro',rs. Then 
his H-60 chatters and tI'o.cers find the target. The Bandit behind 
the ship that marked the fire engages tho target as the formo.tion 
passes over. Nover does a Bandit brenk from the i'or:'laticn. Suppres­
sive fire is put on the arca as GClch ship pusses o\·er. 

The l::"'1ding .:.ono a!,pears and the troop ~a.rricrs stnrt their 
approach through the turbulent air created b;r tr.,1 proceding aircruft. 
The lead Bandits move ahead into the lm1dinr, zcne. This time thev 
will not fire unless fired upon. The fir3t lo:.d of troops is still 
on the edge of the hnding "one fiGhting hard. 

As the armed helicop.ers pnss t.he end of tr.e landing zone they 
turn 180 degrees a~T<!Y reconnoit.dl'ing parallel t.;. the direction of 
lmling, but in the oppOSite direction. l·,nen th·JY reach th~ :lppronch 
end, they Io/ill t.urn again to fly z.longside the slick ships preparing 
to lift off from the landing zon~. 

Balmsen is the second B:?ndit in the d:l.isy chain on left turns. 
A crack is heard then sev"r:J.l !1ore' ore h2ard. The pop of a smoke 
grenade fus-:! is haaX'd l.lnd as.:!in the ;';-60 chatters. The gunner rcpo~s 
fire in the tallest p;.tch of treos l-rcst of the smoke, cllout 50 r.!:lj;ers. 
The pilot relays the report :md :;he next ship ir! the daisy chain puts 
fire on the target. l!r.chine guns search out the area, No movement is 
S06n. Fire is onl;;· heard ,.nd no·~ seen. The :'.rna. is engolgcli .:.nd the 
invisible ena:ny in the jungle belol, is ncutro.lizco. \-Jhother he was 
alone or ene of sev.:rr!l, ;·r!letltc-r he rr!n or ;:~.s l:i1100 or Houndi)d, ;·Till 
probably never be knO;ffi unless the r,rounli troops find hh and report it. 

By this til7le the last slick is off ~d the 3nndits disongage and 
join up. This is the lest lift; th"y 1:'.1'8 through fer tb.n dc.y. The flight 
hor.te is Il. long one. l:.'vEJr:rona is tired. The rais3ion involved the tension 
of being Subjected to cnclll'J fire 2...'1d of flying as aircraft heo.vely loaded, 
in a high density altitude into ti.ght jU11[;le cleo.rings, ·ooiling uith 
rotor wash is overwhelming. Soon the hone field comes inte Sight. The 
formation sudd"niy tic;htcns u? cnd lcol:s nE'ct, ."ithout a I,urd. After 
landing, filling out nec~ssar:r reports, checking aircraft for darncgc 
and othdI' incid:.:ntals, ir.cludin?, t!':a ·~ebriefing, it I,'as a geod mornin;;. 

The. big payoff is knol;in[; ~hat the mission has been acconplished 
and knowing that the H8th .\vn Co of the 145th Avn En has satisfied its 
customers. 

-------_._-. . __ ' ____ . ____ .... __ ._ ... _ .... __ ._._ .. __ .. _ .1 
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LETTERS OF APPREGL.TION 

During the ye!lr of 1967, the 118th ,~ss~ult Helicopter GompMY received 
many letters from CO!lUMnC:ers and individuals who wore much impressed by 
the outstMding support they receiveu from the "Thunderbirds". Some of the 
most illustrative excerpts are included in the following p~ges. 
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SUBJZCT: Letter of Co~~endation 

HQ, 12TH CONB;,T AVIATIJll GROUP, APO 96266, 4 October 1967 

THRU: Commanding Officer, l1Sth Combat ilviation Batt<.llion, APO 96227 

TO: Commanding Officer, llDth Assault Helicopter Company, APO 96227 

1. It gives me great pleasure to note and fOrHard the high prai~,e 
of Lieutenant Colonel Schrceder in recognition of the outst"-ll::iing sup~)ort 
renaered by your unit to the 4/12th Infantry cn 22 September 1967. 

2. The professional skill displayed and the outstanding support 
established with the su')ported unit are goals for which we in Army Aviation 
must strive daily. 

3. Please extend t, all who participated my personal appreciation 
and congratulations for this praiseworthy achievement. 

NICHOLl,S G. P3A:a 
Colonel, Infantry 
COmrfKl.nding 
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SUBJ1~CT: Letter of Commendation 

DA, HEAilQUARTERS, 116TH CJNBAT "VIATION BATTALIJ(,l, APJ 96227, 6 oct 67 

TC): Commanding Officer, 118th Assault Helicopter Company, APO 96227 

1. The constant professionalism displayed by all of the mGll of the 
1l8th Ass&ult Helicopter Company has sho,m up in the many successful 
engagements against the common enemy while in support of AmiJrican For::es. 

2. Please extend mer personal praise and appreciation <llong \<lith 
the comments of Colonel Psaki and Lieutenant Colonel SchrDeder to the 
men of your command for their fine judgement and aerial skill on this 
operation. 

JOHN A. TODD 
LTC, Inf autry 
Commanding 

------_._--

I 
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AVBH-DOT 25 September 1967 

SUBJECT: Letter of Commendation 

THRU: Commanding Officer 
145th Aviation Battalion 
APO 96227 

TO: Commanding Officer 
ll8th Airmobile Company 
APO 96227 

1. The purpose cf this letter is to express my apprsc iation for 
the outstanding man."1er in which :rour pilots a'1ci Cl"evi meT,1~)erS and espec­
ially the conml<:nd and control pilots, ;-!ajor Cr'utcli'OZ and "Iajor Bilbrey 
performed their duties in support of the w.1arr:.ors ll (:.I.n,~; II Ran~~~rs" during 
an operation in the Ho,", rl"n D.rea on 22 September 1967. 

2. The fine spirit of coop~ratior, and flyin'c skill displayed by 
your pilots contrE'ut ,d to the successful accomplislm'3:1t of the ll,iss ion. 
Particularly notew-lOrtll'r was the professional IOla,"1.1L:r in -;.;hich ~rour 
pers:'nnel wor;':cd Hith t1'!e tr~cps on t:'ie ~round. EneMY contact. ~::as 

present eoinE! into the 1 andin~.:; zon:;~ ar~(~ contact ' .. :as h9~:'vy liftin~ out 
of the Jlic!a.:~) zone. On both occasiolls "our pil~ts and crel'itlE'n op·crated 
in a cool profcss:'.Jnal ;na:;'t-.~r in suppor:'inl"1; cur o;cra:ion. ;'.lajor G1Jidroz 
and Hdjor Bilbrey ,;o:~:.r:lan:.~~d the flighl. in a ".;e11 or~~.3.ni~:::c1. r::an:';'~~r an::';' 
mnde timely decisions :·!h8!1 the7 had to be made. 

3. Tha:1k:s ag:dn _~or a job t.;e11 Gon:::. I .. :ish you and your company 
all the success in futl:r~~ op )Y'J.tiOl'lS :.nd 100\: ~'-Jr".Iard -1:0 the t'ime ""hen 
we m.i.~ht have the opportunH:r t.o call on tile "Thunc'erbirds" a?ain, against 
the COl'lJ:lon encm:r. 

UILLLJ',I S. 3CHa08J2H 
LTC, INI<' 
C;om:llanding 

----.--_.---_. 
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iJurillG the Y'''' of 1967 the folloHing individuals Here docorated 
for their meritol'.i,,,w and horoic ::tcts \,hilo serving Hith the 118th 
As saul t H81iooptol' GO:Jlpany. 
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Warrant Oi'i'icElr Noel IHnnor 
Aircraft COIlll:1a1lder Silver Star 

Major Robert Ulzheil,:er 
Aircraft Commander Silver i>t~ 

SP4 Hichael PIlPpa 
Gunner Silver Star 

Major James Jay 
Aircraft COJ:'.nander 

lLT Charles Jackson 
Air craft COI.1!r.andElr 

SP4 Bobby Cuttino 
Gunner Silver Star 

Silver Star 

Silvrir Star 

'Tarrant Officer LoI"~'1ie Schr.;id t 
Aircraft COH!ln13.ndcr Silver Star 

Warrant Officer Daniel He.:,rt 
Aircraft C~~nder Silver Star 

Warrant Officer 1·11c1-.£<;:,l Burke 
Pilot Distingui:;!loc; Flying Cro:s 

SP4 Ray A. Schold 
Crbl/ Chief Distil1[;",.,ishc,d E'lyir.<; Cross 

SGT Frllnci~co Delacruz 
Gunner Distinguioh()d Flying Cross 

}hj or Llobe. t 1.. Lang'dorthy 
Airr;raft COF.;:mnder ;)istin(;UishcC: Flying eros:; 

Warrunt Officer 1I0el ,Iinrwr 
• .ircraft COl:llxmder DistinguisGd i"lying Cros:> 

~1Ilj or Robert Ulzh~bor 
Aircraft Gor::r.m.nder DiotinG'..:.i,;hc.d FlJrbC Cross 

~lnjor ClI:lr1e~ Ut:Z.:ln 
.ri.ircraft Cl'~·:r~lr!d(jr Distin[;ui3hcd Fl~{inG Cross 

lLT Paul Stimpson 
Aircraft Com .• mder Di~tinGUisr.~c' FlyinG Cross 

'Tarrc.lnt Ofi.'iQ(;)r Sidney Sch::Jici t 
Aircraft Coruno.nclor Di"tinguLh~d ,'1yi;1[; Cross 

Captain Edgar Saffle 
Aircraft Cor.J:J:.\ndor 'Distilleuishcd Flying Cro~s 

Ilnrr:mt Officer George R!:o<J.dc~ 

idrcrcft Corru;;:mdor Distinf,uinbcd Flying Cross 

Captain Bobby Hoore 
:u.rcrnft Cor.1";".andr:r Dj ..:; tinbui.:::~(;d Fly:inJ Cross 

--------------------
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Major Robert Michel 
Aircraft Commander Di~tin~~i5hcd Flying Cross 

Warrant Officer Rickey Mattern 
Aircraft CO!!llJander Distinguished Flj-ing Cross 

SPS Ken Jokorest 
Crew Chief Distinguished Flying Cross 

SP4 Willian Jacobs 
Crow Chief Distinguished Flying Cross 

SP4 Ray Sehold 
Crow Chief Distinguished Flying Cross 

~Iorrant Officer Carl Carrct 
lircraft Comma.nder Distinguished Flyi:Jg Croas 

Captain Jameo Williama 
Aircraft Concander Bronze Stcr 

Captain Jeffery Tho~son 
dircruft Cornrr~nder Bronze Star 

lLT Paul Stimpson 
Aircruft Cor.1l:under 

PFC }!orris Brid~lell 

Bronzc Star 

Gunner Bronze star with V devise 

SP4 Janes .adans 
Gunner ,{u:ny COI:il:lendu tion Noda.l=Killed in '.etion 

Corpora.l ROOSGvol t ,-.raison 
Gwmer ;.xny COIJ:::ondn tion 1·\c.dal=Killcd in •• ction 

SP4 Raymend Ernst 
Gunner .u-my COr.llJonda.tion Nodal 

SP4 J=03 Hr.rden 
Gunner Air Neda.l=Killod in •• ction 

SP4 WOOdr01, HUElllor 
Gunner il.rr:,y COI;lf.'!ond:.tion J.jc.dul=Killcd in ';"ction 

Najor Donald P. Wr:.y 
Dotachrlont COr.JI:l!mdcr 

}hjor William L. Brudner 

Legion of Hori t 

COJ:llJUnding Officer Legion of l-lcrit 
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MAINTENJINCZ ilEOJHD 
November 1966 August 1967 

Number of aircraft receiving crash or incid~nt damage - 27 

Number ~f aircraft requiring mainten~~ce recovery - 10 

Number returned to service after repair by maintenance - 10 

Number of aircraft receiving combat damage - 51 

Number requiring recov~ry - 14 

Number returned to service c.fter repair by main~en~ce - 48 
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Tho historical account of' the II Thundcl,birds" set ferth in thoso 

past pages relatos the continuod and incY'oading cO:1tribution of tho 

118th Assault Helicopter COr:Jpany to the ovorall 1{1i551o:1 of tho 145th 

Combat aviation Battalion. Constant praiso Has tho con:-,lon factor 

which r,lD.rkod the :lctivi tios of tho "Thur,dorbirds" in 1967. r:umorous 

letters of appreciation fror:l grateful ground con::1andors cite the 

courago and dedication of tho mon of tho llath. 

Throughout 1967, the "'J.'hul1derbirds" Demonstrate me-ny times a high 

quali ty of profossienal training and cnthusirun tOHard the completion 

of their mission. As ovidenced by tho lIide varioty of difficult requi-

I 

roments and r.rissions assigned tn() 118th havo coVcred,ever:; aspect of logistical 

and combat support. In all instancos, tho nuccess of the r.1issio:l 1ms u 

result of tho "Thundorbirds" giving untireingly of their efforts tCM,~l'd 

the ultimate goal. The price was high for those do par dod Thlmderbirc1s 

who w1solfishly gavo their lives in the perfornanco of their duty. 

Though tho missions ,lore of'Gon dc;;unding, tho 118th HUO ul1fD.Ys prop(>.rod 

wi th "Call Do" Gpiri t ongrainod in oach and overy member of the COL:puny. 

----------------------


