
( 

._-_._--------_._-------------------------_ .. 

HEAWUARTERS_AND HEAWUARTERS DETACHMENT 

H adqunrters and Headqunrters Detachment stnrted the new year 

under t e command of: Capta.in Russell Ao waters nnd executive o££icer 

1st Lie tenant Gilbert Fredrick. As the year progressed, two more 

company commanders and executive of:f:icors saw duty with Headquarters 

Detac Captain Robert L. Neal assumed conunand of: the Detachment 

from Ca win Waters on 18 April 1965 and 1st Lieutenant John C. Budd 

he new executive of:£icer a month later •. When Captain Neal 

dquarters D1ltachment on 21 August, to become the Battalion~s 

Liaison O££icer to the 22d Division (ARVN) in Qui Nhon, Major Leland 

J. n assumed co=nd. The last change of the year was made when 

1st Lie tenant James ~ Huebner assumed the duties of: executive of:f:-

icer f:r m 1st Lieutenant Budd on 1 December 1965. 

ere were two major unit changes made to Headquarters Detach-

ing the year. On 29 July the 52d Fixed Wing Platoon became 

~~ 0 the 219th Aviation COnqk~. The 145th Airlirt Platoon was 

attachC1d to Headquarters on 10 Januar"J under the command of: Major 

Fred T. Yalll'lgata. Since that date the platoon lk'1.s had two command 

cho.nge. On Christmas day, the 145th ''lnS reassigned to the loth 

A~ti n Battalion. Many other smaller units have been attached f:or 

ratio and quarters, including a platoon of: the 125th Air Traf:f:ic 

Company, and detnchments f:rom the 68th Ini'antry, 77th Field 

J\rtill ry I 205th Quartermaster I 24th Quarterm<'1.Ster, 3d Quartermaster, 

danance, 61Sth Ordamnce, 56th and 40th Sigml - 115 men in 

all. 
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though Headquarters Detach8ent is primarily an administrative 

unit, rsonnel became very familiar with field conditions on Battaltion 

sized. 0 erations. Mechanics, signal men, drivers, POL handlers, mess 

and ope at;ons personnel assisted in the operation of the Battalion 

stage f eld in all Battalion airmobile operations. 
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It should be realized immediately that due to the structure and 

missio of the 52d Aviation Battalion, the Battalion Intelligence 

Officer is not so much in the position of generating intelligence within 

the bat alion as he is of obtaining intelligence from other sources and 

disse ating it to subordinate units. Indeed, the 01Fs of the 219th 

Aviatio Compa.ny, whose primary mission is visual surveillance, report 

not to the Battalion S-2, but to the respective Sector Headquarters 

(. where t ey are assigned. Nevertheless, pilots of the 52d are debriefed 

after eJch mission and often turn in valuable infonaation. A prime ex­

ample w s the sighting of a camouflaged arms boat in Vung Ro Bay, in late 

( 

Februa ,by a pilot of the 117th Aviation Company. The boat was sunk 

rge cache of arms, ammunition and medical supplies unoovered, 

providing the first undeniable proof Chinese Communist support of the 

Viet Co effo rt. 

the presence of two see_son weather in II Corp, air operations 

were conlstantlY affected by the weather. During the first portion of 

the yea~, f\'rom Janurary to May, the weather was good to the \/est of the 

mountai+ and generally poor on the coast. Pilots f.ly.ing in the coasta.l 

areas eifher flew-at relatively low altitudes of 1000 to 2000 feet or 

else flek on top of the clOUd cover, hoping to find a hole over their 

~etinatibn. Since few pilots were instrument rated, the risk factor WD-S 

~ncreaseb. 
Jun bro~ht the reverse conditions, with the coast being clear and 

the Plat au Region undergoine low ceilings, much rain and poor visibility, 

"leather as a definite factor in tJl,e loss of a 119th Aviation Company 
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helicop~er on 19 June. lihile on a mission to Dak Sut Special Forces 

Camp, i~ a valley wh~re 3000 feet absolute altitude is considered a safe 

altitud1 due to enemy activity, the helicopter could only attain 1500 

feet abjolute and was shot down by intense autoDlatic weapons fire with 

the 10 s of the entire crew. 

Th ughout the rainy season there were occasional breaks in the 

weather which occured at opportune moments. \Jhen the District Head-

quarter of Thuan Manh was attacked in June, the weather broke and the 

Air For e gave round the clock close air support, causing a good number 

casualties. Similarly, when the 32d PAVN Regiment surrounded 

the Sp cial Forces Camp £t Duc Co, the weather broke and the Air Force 

agein b, ke the back of the attack. During both of these operations 

the pre ence of the Air Force, due to good weather, had a decided effect 

on the onduct of helicopter operations. 

Th largest terrain effect on operations in the operational area 

of the 2d Battalion was, as alw~,ys, e.ltitude. Average density altitude 

at Camp Holloway runs at 4500 feet, so loads are restricted severely, 

requiri 6 more lifts into the landing zones. Another effect of the 

terrain was the small sized LZ' s thr..t were available. Two and three 

ship LZ's were not at all uncommon. The poor condition of the landing 

zones as another problem often encountered. StumPSI elephant grass 

and sc ttered trees were frequent hazards that had to be overcome by 

good pitot technique. 

Inlthe case of the two Special Forces Camps that CDme under attack 

this ye4r at Plei He and Duc Co, both camps were situated on terrain 

overlo01ed by high ground. At Duc Co the VC did not make use of the 
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high gro~nd, whereas at Plei }Ie they most certainly did, making these 

factors ~lPortl1nt in planning 52d Battalion operations. 

The I attack' on Camp Holloway on 7 Februa~ was just an indication of 
, . 

the incr~ased tempo of VC ~.nd PAVN C'.ctivity in the II Corp area in 1965. 
! 

I 

Up untillJune, 52d Battalion operations were conducted against company, 

or at tht largest, battalion sized units. The beginning of the rainy 

season 0t the plateau, however, saw the initiation of Regimental sized 

operl1tio*s and with it, a tremendous increase in enemy anti-aircraft fire. 

The VC a{tack on Thuan l'.anh District Headquarters was of regimental size 

and 52d $attalion helicopters came under the fires of automatic weapons, 

30 calib1r machine guns, four 50 caliber machine guns, as well as the 

helicoptrrs receiving mortar fire while in the LZ. iIhen the 32d PAVN 

Regiment I enveloped Duc Co Special Forces Camp in July, ships of the 52d 
i 

Battalio~ continued to go into the camp even though at one time there 

were thrJe 50 caliber machine guns just south of the airstrip, adjacent 

Here again, the North Vietnamese used mortars when our ships 

strip, but luckily, scored no hits. 

The !VC tactics at the battle of Plei Me showed an interesting re­
I 

action t4 our methods employed at Duc Ce. Evidently expecting a heli­
i 

borne retief force to land on the strip at Plei lie, they ringed the camp 
! 

with twetve 50 caliber machine guns. These guns did shoot down three 

AlE's an4 an armed helicopter from the 119th Avie.tion Compa.ny, but in 
i 

doing 50! they gave away their 5trenght and a relief force was success­
I 

fully aitlanded to the north of the camp. 
I 

Ano~her new tactic employed this yeqr by the VC was the use of a 

60mm mo1ar w.ith a time fuse for anti-aircraft purposes. As yet no hits 
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have be¢n scored by this weapon. The VCend. PAVN units are defiilit.l'ly.. 

! 

'a'\imre or the potential of our Army aviation ann here in Vietnam and have 

tailore~ their training toward new techniques of firo at helicopters. 
, 

Fo!~owing the attack on Camp Holloway, and the introduction of 
I 

more and more units here, the defense plan and perimeter has been 

constal\tly changing. The story is one of hard work and many sleepless 
, 

nights ispent in wet bunkers during the rainy season. Vlith the addition 
I 

of the !52d Security Platoon, a pennanent type defense unit was available 

to hel~. As the rail\y season drew to a close, our new concrete bunkers. 

I 

were n4arjng completion, further strengthening the defense. December 

1965 st;.w Camp Hollowayts security still being improved. Any future 

attack! on Camp Holloway will certainly find a vast improvement made 

since tebrua~J 7, 1965. 

I 
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Th~ 52d Aviation Battalion SiCnr.l Section begEn the yee.r .lith a 

major ptojoct, the construction of the Battalion Combat Oper~tions 

Center ~ CO:;) Bunker. The Bunker houses the Cm'1p ~;olloway s'/itchboard; 

rndio ¢omnunicaticns systellls for the Bdtalion Signe.l Office, to in­

clude V-.kC-10 and FRC-25 FE re.c\ios, allowing ground to ground cOnlLuni-

catioi1S i bot-mon the various units in the Camp P.ollowuy - Pleiku Defenso 

Area; Vo$ .Iell as til' to grounc. cOliluunic8.tions provic:il1G an i11stantaneous 

moms f~r pilots to report i.'1telliccnce inforuatiGn to ·the Eattalion 5-2 

Section! a I·'}.UC 95 single side band stntion which allOlJs continous com-

municr.tions with parent and suborc!ina.te units, an(i e... MlGRC-M radio-

telety;1'll system presentl:' not in use. A separate securit" s.litch boa.rd 

is also: locatee. in the COC BunJcor G.nd is indepenc'ently operntcd fror.l the 

CruJ1P Eo~lo)ray s.dtch board, ello,linc; COmDl.U1ica.tions '~ith the bunkers 

e,long the Camp Eollo;"ay perimeter. The hunker is provided ldth its Olm 

genordcprs, giving it the capabilit3' of opere.tion inc'.ependently froB tho 

rest of'tho post. The bunker wes COMpleted on 4 February 1965, just 

three days prior to the surprisG Viet Cong atte.ck on Camp Holloway. 

Af1;,er the attcck on Eollo'lay leroy Airfield., a completely ne.1 intr'vo .. · 

post tcle)1hone systel.l was (evised rnci il1Gte lIed by the J3::\t talion Signal 

Officer, CalJtain T:inothy 5toc:c:ard. At '~he present t:i.."1o, due to the 

ID.rge ewansi0l1 of Calp 1[01101/8.;r Lm: the influx of new persormel and 

units, )112.n6 8.re being I·mde to or:l<"::'::;o c.nd modernize the intrapost COl'il-

ElUl1icc.t:).on syst()J.1, to inclub.l the usc of di"l telephones. 

Several Ion."; rango raG.io systems 1IGre engineered anel. set u;'> during 
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the yeaI' by the Sig.lal Section. \;1'.C11 the 117tl1 l~viation COL1,l<ny r~ovod 

from QulJ Nhon to Dong Bn Thin, en nrca ,nth liuitcd cOrlnmmications 

cnpa';)ilities, a sir.Jlc side band rar'io communications !3ystem was esta-

blishedo: A similz,r system was ostabhshcd with the 155th Avia.tion 

Compv.,y !at Ean Eo Thuot, llhich was espccit.lly helpful during October 

~Ihon otbcr ueans of cOl1ll:1unications failed. Upon the arrival of the 

161 st ord. 170th Aviation Companies in the Qui lilion area and their 

e.ssi:::n;l,,~t to the 52d Aviation Battalion, the Signal Section immedivtely 

l est"blis6ed single side band cnpnbilities l~ith them, insuring continous 

cej:ll1lunic~t:i.ons • 

DurtLng all Battalion field Op(ll'ntj.ons the Signt,l Section provided 

both ra(:~o and lfire COnlllUD.icctions from the sta.ging v.ret.s to the 

porl. for the Battdion stage field. 
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, ,.", 1. ,mGANIZATION AND FUNCTION: 

the S-4 sec'tJ.on 01' the 52d A'Ti"tion B"tt,.lion is I'uthorized ,.n 

S-4 Offi~er, ,. W"rr~nt Officer Supp~r Technici"n, a Supply Serge~nt, a 

Supply Cierk and a Clerk Typist., The section Wl'S headed by Capt8in W ... lton 

H, Capps I until 1 July, at which time Capt8,in Bill Jones Jr, assumed the 

duties, ! On Ie December, the present S-4, MR.jor J~mes W. Napier, took control 

of the sti!ction. 

Uniil recently normal supply requisitions snd issue ch,.nnels, for 

the Battalion's subordinate campRnies, h,.d heen direct from the Consolid"ted , 

Supply A¢tivity, Saigon. This is due to the dispersion of the units of the 

Battalio~. With the transfer of responsibilitie~ to the Qui Nhon and Nha 

Trang Su~port Commands, and their establishment of liaison with the Batta­

lion, im~rovement in supply flow is beginning to be realized. Naturally, 

a tremen40us improvement in this area occurs when we are able to establish 

land rouies of supply, by road opening operl'tions. 

In;addition to the normal S-4 functions of monitoring supply 

activitits and solving logistical problems, as they occur, three other 

function$ are of major importance: POL Operptions, Supply,. and R&U 

activiti~s. Due to the increase in the number of BPttalion-sized airmobile 

opera'hi,ol'/s, it ws.s necessary, on 15 August, to assign 'st Lieutenent Adam E. . t 

Runk to the S-4 section, with the task of controlling?OL used 

ward are~s and pre-s~ocked by the Battalion. 

2. ~UPPLY: 

in for-

4s of 20 December, the Battalion had ee% of TO&E and TA 50-901 
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property' and 97% of station property on hand. On 22 December, two new 

companie~ were assigned to the 52d Aviation Battalion. They had an esti­

mated 5~ af TO&E and TA 50-901 equipment and 0% statian praperty. The 

Battalian has spansared faur Aviatian Campanies during the year and all 

statian ~nd expendable praperty h~d to' be set up in a temparary cpmp site, 

priar tal each arrivpl. 

A ~jar lagistical prablem cantinues to' be the flow af supplies 

fram thel support elements to' the requestinlS units. Due to' the n/·ture af 

this 'War" where there is nO' definite FEBA, all road-baund supply systems 

are subj~ct to' interdiction, at any time. Beginning in August, with the 

U.S. 'kc~ buildup, requisitians have become harder to' fill. Raad clearing 

aperatians and the establishment af a "Red Ball Express", reminiscent af 

\varld l'la:r II, has begun to alleviate this prablem. In Navember, a change 

aver fra/Ji the Saigan Cansalida.ted Supply Activities command to' the Area 

Command :System, at Qui Nhan and Nha Trang, has alsO' greatly alleviated 

the prablem. By the end af December, liaison had been firmly established 

with th~ area conmmc. and a quicker and better supply flaw is loaked for­

ward to' 'in the new year. 

A~sa af great assistance, in the smaath flow af supplies, is the 

Battali~nls Liaison Office in SailSan. During the past year it ~s found 

necessaIty to increase it in size to' two officers, ane NCO, and five en-

listed ~en. The liaisan affice primarily handles emergency type requisitians. 

;3. :POL OPERATIONS: 

Until 16 June, all POL far Camp Holloway and the Pleiku area 

was trar\sparted, vill road, from the 21st QuartermE'ster Compll.ny, locpted 

.in Saig~. 



On thRt day, all roads in the Pleikii area were int~rdicted bY'Viet'Cong 

Forces. This necessitated the costly and tj~e consuming shipment of 

POL by Air Force C-1:30. This condition existed until l!lte Nove~ber, 

when, with the arrival of the 1st Log Command, concurrent With road clear-

ing oper4tions on Highway 19, this costly method could be abandoned. 

Since November, all PeL has been shipped, via Highway 19, from Qui NhOn 

to the P+eiku area. 

Lo¢ated at Camp Holloway, at the beginning of the year, were 

<-. bulk storage facilities to accomodate 110,000 gallons of fuel. With the 

arrival ~f the 1st Log Co~and, in November, these facilities have been 

increased to :310,000 gll.llons. POL facilities of the l55th Avi9.tion Comp!lny 

(AML), at Ban Me Thuot, accomodates 90,000 gallons and is controlled by a 

52d Quartermaster team. 

In addition to the above, the Battalion has pre-stock and 1200 

gallon tankers located at Tan Canh, Kontum, Cheo RiO, Phan Thiet, Tuy Hoa, 

and Bao Loc. There is also pre-stock fuel and 15 or 50 gallon-per-minute 

( pumps located at Oak Pek, Plateau GI, DaJ.at', and Gill. Nghia. These locatione 

are used I to expedite refueling of Battalion aircraft operating in those 

areas. 

During 1965, this Battalion has seen increasing use of forward 

POL areas in combat airmobile operations. The fuel arrives in the for­

ward areas in 55 gallon drums and 500 gallon collapsible rubber bladders, 

by Army CV.-2 Caribous or Air Force C-123 or C-130 transports. With the 

experienpe gained and use of 50 gallon-per-minute airmobile assault pumps, 

the Battalion has been able to refuel up to 14 helicopters at one time. . 
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This savee valuable time "1'ld helpe to provide continuous sUpport to the 

ground troops~ 

4. R & U: 

In the R&U field, the Battalion 3-4 COordin~tes with Pacific 

Architects and, Engineers on all \:lost engineer work for Camp HolloW!'Y. The 

manager for PA&E, in the Pleiku /lrea) 1s Mr. ~n D. Price.. Since 1 May 

1965) when the, contz.act was made with PA&E j R&U support for nelot construction 

lind existing fjacilit:l.es; Me gl'eatiy in\proved~ A very slll!l.ll, partial 

list of new const~ction during i965 inelude~i 

,8 cohcr~te slabs \ot:l.th teht fr~mes and tent$ (billeta arid adM1nis-

trative facili~ies). 

35;760 sqUllre feet of temporary building spaod (billet area) 

4880 square meters of sidewalks 

38 concrete (reinforced) bunkers 

14 additione to existing buildings 

1 deep well 
, .' 

5 shower-latrine buildings 

2 mess'l'\alls, complete 

7 pit ~trine buildings 
, . 

..•. ' I .. ,-

10,500 square feet f:\Xed wing parking ramp (psP) 
1 ., '. ~ , ",',,' , • 

2400 square meters gravel on roads and ramps . " 

." " . --: ·.f· "'- ., 

12 meta~ roofs on slabs and tent frames 
,:.' -,. 

1. dog kEmnel 

119 perimeter lights 

1 Battalion co=nd post bunker 

19 cement helipade 

," .' 

;, . ,.', 

.. 
"', 
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1 ammo bunker (50 feet X 100 feet) 

1 special services library building 

1 laundry building 

1 water purifier. complete with building 
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The 52d Avi~tion Battalion lu.intenance Section is responsible for 

staff nirintenan4d supervision of all subordinate units of the battalion. 
! .;'1 
I ... . 

During ~he months of January thru April, maintenance supervision was pro-
, 

vided f~r two airmobile companies, two airlift platoons, and one fixed 
'I 

wing surveillance platoon - a total of 70 rotary wing and 15 fixed wing 

aircraf}. In late ~~rch preparations were made to receive an additional 

25 helitoPters of A Company, 1 st Aviation Battalion. 

T*e influx of many new units to Vietnam during the months of May 

and Jun~ seriously hampered the movement of aircraft and equipment spare 

parts. lIn all attempt to alleviate this problem, this section recommended 
I 
, 

that th~ Arm1 Support Command establish a system for the movement of cri­
! 

tically!needed aircraft spare parts from the supplier to the user, via 

Arm1 ai~craft. The suggestion was adopted and given the code title of 
i 

"Free Lqader". It proved to be most effective. 

A~ditions to the Battalion continued in June with the assignment of 

the 2l9~h Aviation Company (Air Surveillance Light). The company absorbed 

the fix~d wing survei11ance platoon, making it the largest aviation com­

pany in IArm1 aviation, 48 01F aircraft. Shortly after its arrival in Ple-
! 

iiru, ai~craft from the 2l9th w.)re initia11y assigned to six major locations 

,<.$11; the r'p: Corps Tactical Zone, with this number subsequently enlarging to 
.l \"~' : 

lJ'·locat~ons. This wide dispersion of the company's aircraft presented 
, 

numberoup cha11enges in the performance of proper mAintenance, movement of 

parts, c~nnnunications and supervision. These obstacles were overcome by 

requirin~ that a11 aircraft be returned to the company's maintenance secti?n 
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for all major ~intenance requirements, by frequent visits to the outlying 

platoons and sections by both the company and the battalion maintenance 

~fficer, and by timely information on nnintenance, proceC:lll'es ,mel pre.ctices 

published in a monthly maintenance directive. 

Beginning in June, the overall mission requirements for the battalion 

made a ~teady transition from company size to battalion size missions, often 

operati~ from field locations for extended periods of time. This presented 

many pr~blems not previously enc'ountered. The lack of secure land routes 

prevent,d the movement of the maintenance support equipment required for 

~ substa~ed operations. Instead, field maintenance personnel moved to the 

field s~te carrying with them only minimum equipment necessary to make 

essential repairs so that the aircraft could ma~e a one time flight to the 

nearest ,battalion fixed base maintenance shop. Field maintenance personnel 

normally included an electrician, an airframe repairman, an engine technician, 

a techn~cal inspector and a maintenance supervisor. 
! 

Parts scarcity became even more critical in August and September. 

Added e~phasis wus given to mechanic training for repairing rather than 

( replacin:g. As a result, the Battalion was able to m:J.intain an extremely 

high peI1centage og mission re::ldy ::Iircr::lft. 

In, the f::ll1.. maintenance and supply for equipment other than air-

cr::lft W:l!S placed 011 an area support basis. The battalion units stationed 

at PleiJru and Qui Nhon were suppcr-ted by the Qui Nhon Support Area, while 

those sUibordinate units in the Nha Trang and Ban He Thuot are::ls were sup-

ported by the lfua Trang Support Area. In theory the support plan is feasible. 

However, the lack of free roads has prevented the rapid movement of parts 

and support echelon personnel necessary for the system to function effec-
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tiv:ely in the inl.:md areas of Pleiku ilnd &.n He Thuot. 

In September, during cleilring operiltions in the An Khe villley in pre­

pariltiorts for the ilrriVill of the 1st CilVillry Division, the 117th Aviation 

Compo.ny ho.d eleven o.ircrilft do.maged by enemy ground fire in one operation. 

One o.ir~rilft was toto.lly destroyed in the J.anding zone while the remainder 

required extensive repairs which rendered the unit ineffective. A short-

o.ge of replacement fuel cells o.nd rotor blo.des cD.used extended repair time 

for 0.11 p.ircrD.ft. During the repair process the company was reloCD.ted to 

<- Dong Ea Thin, il primitive field lociltion, which further prolonged the 

repilir period. In lilte October the unit ~s ilgilin fully operiltional and 

( 

was su~aequently transferred to the 10th Aviiltion Batto.lion. 

C,~;nrot losses and ilircrilft downed o.S 0. result of enemy ground o.ction 

continuod during the later months of the year. However, ilircrilft recovery 

was si~ULficently improved with the assistilnce of CH-47 helicopters from 

the 1st CilVillry Division. Previous recovery efforts using the CH-37 hel-

icopter had resulted in extensive damage to some aircraft and, in one 

instance, totill destruction of a recovero.ble aircraft. This was a result 

of the high density altitude which previlils in the Central Highlands. 

Preparations were begun in November for receiving an additional ilir 

mobile company, the 161st Avi~,tion Company, enroute from CONUS. The maint-

enilnce section prepD.red a pilcket containing instructions for obtilining 

maintenance ilnd supply support for all types of equipment, formats and 

e~mples of requ.tred reports, and il suggested list of ilircrilft repair parts 

to be kept on h~,d. 

Hh¢n the 161st Aviiltion Company arrived, a sister company, the 170th 

Aviation Company (Al>[.), illso ilrrived ilnd WD.S in turn assigned to the 52d 
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A~ation Battalion. This increased tlle battalion aircraft population to 

120 rotary wing and 49 fixed wing aircraft. H:lintenance informtion was 

distributed to these units and r~inte~nce-assistance visits were made. 

A formal battalion maintenance inspection of all subordinate units 

was conducted in December. nesults of the inspection were given to the 

con~X1nders; On the spot corrections were made, when possible, and contin­

ued corrective actions are in progress, A follow up inspection is tent­

atively s:cheduled for January, 

At the present time the battalion lllD.inte~nce section exercises staff 

<- maintenance supervision for five aviation companies, two airlift platoons 

and t1>E.nty-one separate detachment to include Security, SignD.l, Hedical, 

Transpc~'t.ation, Qooterm:J.ster a.nd Artillery Radar Detachments. This is 

accompli<.;;,.ed utilizing a Battalion lfu.intemnce Officer, a vehicle m:J.int­

enance lk:r::'o.nt Officer, one Maintenance Supervisor, E-7, And two aircraft 

technical inspectors. 

The section publishes a monthly paper giving the l~test maintenance 

information received from other headquarters, tips learned from actual field 

( contact, sugge::.tions fo::' improvement, and a recap of all lI1Ilinteoonce THX's 

received. This pa.per is written for and distributed to the unit maintenance 

supervisors, :;,lochnnics ZLnd cre,w chiefs. 

Even with the in~J.'cJ.Gingly critical shortage of aircraft sp:l.re parts, 

the Battalion's all'Crl1!'t a-.rnilability rate has averaged 85 percent for the 

year. l'lith the additional third echelon support level increase, it is 

expected that even greater strides will be made in maintaining aircraft and 

other equipment during the forthcoming year. 
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~~l ACTIVITIES 

During 1965 four different Chaph~ins wero assigned at Camp Holl­

oway. CllJaplain (Hajor) W.I1. Withrow, Chaplain (Captain) R.E. Saunders, 

Chaph1.in (Captain) D.C. Britton and Chaplain (lIajor) R.G. Swager, who 

is tho current battalion chaplain. ;1oligious coverage for Protestants 

has b. on provided by thf) above named c:lnplains who a.re Protesta.nt, 

Catholic coverage was provided by lfACV chaplains until Jay 1965. At 

that tll10 an Air Force Catholic chaplain, Chaplain (Captain) James R. 

Fuemmeler, arri vod in the Pleiku area and has gi von us e:h.'i:.ensi va Cath-

(, olic coverage. 

F~J'haps the largest single accomplishment was tho compl(.ticm of 

tho d\_,,~'ill building, a Butler-typo, ~lith native stone work, in lay. 

Since th(,>-:1 most of the chapel furnishings have b'3en procured by don-

ation f:~.:;m members of the battalion and we have a very attractive 

chapel at Camp Holloway. 

Th'il le.rgest civic action proj'oct undertaken by th" 52d AviAtion 

Battnlion dur:ing 1965 was the Ploiku Orphanage Preject. In l·!:l.y, Capt-

( ain John 1\elbyc, t.h" r~\~tnlionls Adjutant, had the idea of the 52d 

Battalion PI'~'\i:i.c;ing nu ·)r.Jhan<1go for Ploiku Province. This project was 

VO'r~r much fa'v"o:r0.d by t,hu lccal Provinco Chief. Plans were organized 

and <lpprov",: r,nj 'm 10 D3ccmbL!.' a contract was signed for the cons-

truction of the ol-;,h& ".ge, I)n 14 Da comber a ground breaking ceromony 

was hold. Cor.t!'lt!'uc:'ion is new in pregress, ~lith 10 l,larch 1966 as n 

targ·,t complotion date. 

The 155th Aviation Company is involved in the rehabilitation of 

the Catholic orpmnago at Ban 110 Thuot. This project ",-as 25% comp­

loted at tho end of December. 

-----,------" 
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PAHT III 

Reflections 

In 1965, the fortunes of the Battalion seemed to J!lS.1."a.l.laLthoae 

of the entire United States effort, in VietnaD4 The year began fairly 

quiet and then erupted in the shattering mortar attack on Camp Hollo-

way. When the initial shock had worn away and the debris had been 

cleared; the Battalion began the job of rebuilding and strengthening 

of our defenses. 

'OUT fortunes started to pick up, right away, with the sighting, 

of the camouflaged Chinese Communist gun ship in VUng Ro Bay and con-

tinued through the rescue of the trapped Americans at Oak Sut. The 

climan came with the relief of the Special Forces camp at Plei Me 

and tho subsequent partiCipation of the Battalion in the Ia Drang 

VallOj- operations. The denouement was the beginning of the influx of 

large m:r,].')e!'s of American tl'oOpS. It seemed that the Battalion was 

right back to the point that it had sta.rted the year, with one great 

exception - ~t':-,'.) job of further expansion would be much easier because 

of the wealt> .. of: experi'31,Ce gained by the Batt.1.lion, in the preceding 

year. 

"'lhe .";-"':l;'"' ,':-," •• ,4--~5 ,,--'c 01 ,u. ~~"""':t , .... .,.1.::. or." of g;.'eat personal pride and sense of 

have paved ti:o '~b.y ~,ef()~-", \18 ~nd loa': forward to even greater accomp-

lishments in 'the year to comeo 
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COJolBAT HOURS FLCMN 

COMBAT SORTIES 

TOTAL PASSENGERS 

TOTAL CARGO 

STATISTICS 

52D AVIATION R\TTALION 

1965 

NUMBER OF AIRCRAFT HIT BY ENEJoIY GROUND FmE 

76.152 

134.403 

113.836 

2~048 TONS 

138 

2d Platoon. 49eth Hodical Comp:my (Air Ambulance) 

(Located at Camp Holloway) 

HOUR2 now 

MISSIO~~S 

NTJHruR OF FATIENrS 

2,682 

1.736 

2.738 
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AWARDS & DECORATIONS 

52d Combat Aviation Battalion 

Silver Star '<l/"V" Device 

Silver Star 

Distinguished FlylL~ Cross 

Soldiers Medal 

Bronze Star W/"V" Device 

Bronze Star 

Air Modal U/"VII Device 

Air Medal 

~'Purple Hep..rt 

1965 

Army J'Jnunendation Medal W/"V" Device 

Anny C:ml'!lendation Medal 

CertiLcatro of Acheivement 

1 

7 

7 

6 

5 

24 

18 

749 

18 

19 

124 

6 

In addition to the above awards, DOD Directive 1348.15, dated 1 

( October 1965, established the Vietnam Service Medal for all members of 

the ;,::med L~'ces, of the United States, serving in Vietnam from 3 July 

1965. 

;, This figure includes only the awards processed through this Bat-

talion. All other awards of tho Purple Heart for personnel KIA and HIt. 

are initiO-ted by the Field Hospital through which these personnel are 

processed. 
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DEPARTHENT OF THE J>fRMY 

LINEAGE AND HONORS 

HEADQUARTERS AND HEAlX).UARTERS COMPANY 
52D A\r.l\TION BATTALION 

Constituted 1 June 1940 in the Regular ArrrIIr as Headquarters and 
Headquarters Detachment, 204th Quartermaster Battalion (Gas Supply) 

Activated 10 June 1942 at Compton, California 

Reorganized and redesignated 1 July 1942 as Headquarters and 
Headquarters Detachment, 204th Quartermaster Gas Supply Battalion 

Redesignated 10 December 1943 as Headquarters and Headquarters 
Detachment, 204th Quartermaster Battalion, Mobile 

<- Inactivated 13 October 1945 at CamP Kilmer, New Jersey 

( 

Converted and redesignated 1 August 1946 as Headquarters and 
Headquarters Detachment, 204th Transportation Corps Truck Battalion, 
and concurrently activated at Fort Benning, Georgia 

Redesignated 20 May 1947 as Head~tk~rters and Headquarters Detachment, 
204th Transportation Truck Battalion 

Redesignated 16 May 1949 as Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 
52d Transportation Truck Battalion 

Redesignated 1 April 1954 as Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 
52d Transportation Battalion (Truck) 

Inactivated .10 M9.y 1955 in Japan 

Redesignll.t(;.J. 13 October 1955 as Headquarters and Headquarters 
Detachment., 5Zd it'3.nsportation Battalion (Helicopter) 

Activo.tr;C_ 7 t·'ovember 1~155 at For::' Bragg, North Carolina 

Reorgu.rj.7.(;~!. r:~.i.Y!. c3dec:,.',,;ni.:.tod 22 :'(-::I~c;.:nber 1962 as Headquarters and 
Headquarters Cr.:ili~"2.J.\~V'; ;'2(~ A~Jj.b.·;~-i:n, :>,L-I-JClJ..:ion 
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HEADQUARTERS AND HE.i\.1J(,}Ui.RTERS COMPANY 
52D A VIi,TION BATTALION 

CAMPAIGN P1.RTICIPATION CREDIT 

ivorld War II 
Po Valley 
North Apennines 
Nap1es-Foggia 
Rome-Arno 

Korean War 
UN oftensive 
CCF intervention 
First UN counteroffensive 
CCF spring offensive 
Ul~ summer-fall offensive 
Second Korean winter 
Korea, summer-fall 1952 
Third Korean winter 
Korea, surmner 1953 

DECORATIONS 

Meritorious Unit Commendation, Streamer embroidered EUROPEAN ~,TER 

MGritorious Unit Commendation, Streamer embroiderod KOREA 

Republic of Korea Presidential Unit Citation, Streamer embroidered KOREA 

( By Order of the Secretary of the 1ll'lliY': 

- ------------------,------' 

sl J. C. UIMBERT 
J. C, !".\MBERT 
Ml.;:O(' General, USA 
The, j,,[utant General 
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52d Aviation Be:" t: :'.ion 
Roster of Key Pm.'so:lI101 

All of 31 De cember 1965 

~ Grade SN Branch DUty 

Battalion Hea1;uarters 
Lt Col 0559$0 In! Bn COllllllander Cody, Robert 

Deloach, William !-I, Maj 0676$$ Arm Bn Executive Officer 
Wyatt, James I. Maj 01$7629$ In! Bn 3-3 
Boswell, Leonard 1.. Capt 07$572 Arty Bn Asst 3-3 
Iatham, Bobby R. i Maj 01$$105V In! Asst Div Avn Off. 
Elton, Robert G. Capt 0905$2 In! En Safety Of! 
Sorenson, stanley L. Maj 04030$42 In! Bn 3-1 
Dixson, John J. Capt 055137$2 SigC Bn 3-2 
Napier,. James Wl Maj 072172 In! En 3-4 
Cooper, Nelson J. Capt 099495 SigC Bn Signal Off 
Swager, Robert G. Maj 0$$963 ChC En Chaplain 
Friecl.man, Gary D. Capt 05712125 MC En Flight Surg 

(:.eadquarters Detachment 
Li=n, Leland J. ~j 01$$17$6 In! Hq Det CO 
Huebner, James N. .Lt 05532064 f.rty Hq Det XO 

Battalion Yaintenance Section 
HcKinney, John W. Maj 079300 TC Bn Maint orf 

Airlift· Platoon Headguarters 
Whitman, Paul R. l"laj 04009229 .l.rty Plat CO 

, I 

112th Avi.~tion Com~n! {Airmobile Light} 
Mooney, Charles Wo }!9.j 0$2211 Arm Co CO 

1~2th Aviation Compan! {Airmobile Light} 
Farlas, Joseph L. Jr ]ll9.j 019352$3 In! Co CO 

~- ;12th Aviation Com2~ 
:Wst, Robert A. Maj 01$90154 J\rty Co CO 
McPherson, Robert. ,.J., Capt 01937917 Arm Co XO 
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On Christnms Day, General Harold K. Johnson, Chief of Staff, United 

States Army, visited Camp Hollmmy. Here he is shown debarking from a 

119th Aviation Company helicopter, escorted by Lieute'1ant Colonel Robert 

L. Cody, 52d Aviation Battalion Commander. Background personalities are 

(1 to r) Colonel Theodore Mataxis, Senior Advisor, II Corp Tactical Zone, 

Hajor General George V. Underwood, and l-Iajor William ll. DeLoach, Executive 

Officer, 52d Aviation Battalion. 
• 
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In December, Christmas parties were held by all units of the 52d 

Aviation Battalion for 700 needy children and orphans, at five different 

locations in the II Corp Area. Above, Staff Sergeant Harold M. Edwards, 

68th Infantry Radar Detachment, plays Santa Claus for a party held ~or 

the dependents of the Camp Holloway EaCle Flight. 

• 
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