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12 June 1964, ()

Ath Slgnal Detosbmoens
G158 Transporhnbu.y Tohachment
g2 Signal Dabasiend
662nd Tronsportacion Satachment

(3) Additional f-inticn Support Elements, OPCCN to the 52d CAB dur-
ing Operation Matthews wares

Light Fire Team npe ot Aeganlt Haliconter Company
92nd Assaulb Felisoplfer (ompany

243rd Lsaault SuzptoT ialicopter Company (=)
180th issault Suppon i Hellccpter Company (=)
196th Assault Supuort Iiaiicopter Commany (=)

2, (C) Intelligenes

a, Lo early ac &"s a.aend weak in Hay PCW's captured by 3/8th Inf
vyic ¥B 877 291 confir wd iie prasoence of the 101D Regt of the 3250 NVL
Division, Intelligearoe veonrhs indicated the possible presence of two
other regiments fro- %he 3750 in Western Kontum Province. During the
pericd 16-21 May actilvity wegan to increass. Two members of the 101D
Regiment rallisd te GV troops in Kontum,

b, During the period 22,28 Mavy, cnemy initiated activity increased

L

signiticantly in Konsu Province, with the offorts diracted almost ex-

clusively against 452 Pivaiohon firs support bases.

(1) On 22 May, Ben Ho% ST Camp (vic YB €63 256) reccived five
rounds of 60mm mortar, and + /ath FeB (vic B 835 188) recelived 3 rounds
of 82mm, and en unknowh aoihoe of 120mn mortar rounds.

(2) The 1/12%2 FG3 f4ie YL 983 853) recelved 16 rounds of 82mm mortar
£ire from the wes®, During the affernoen and early evening, the F83 re-
ceived 40 rounds of &0mm, 37w, and 120mm mortar, and ovar 100 rounds of
75mm RR, 60% of whica lanasd inside of the perimeter. Friendly clements
reported hearing 2 btagie blowing during the atiack. Gunships, srty, and
airstrikes supportod. fasulsa: friendly - 10 US WIf; enemy = 2 XIi.

(3} ¥SB 29, 22km wesh of Dak To (vic Y8 839 223} received mortar,
B-,0 rockets, S/h fire, and & ground attacik ty an estimated NV, battalion.
Lt one point the enshy occupied six bunkers within the perimetcr. The
perimeter was reestablished by friendly forces in the early morning hours
of 26 May, with fighting continuing throughout most of the day. Approx-
tmately 308 rounds of mixed n5mm RR, 60mm, 82mm, and 120mm mortar fire

was received. Results: friendly - 14 KIi, 1 MIL, 56 WIL all US; enemy =
129KT4 (BC), 1 P¥, 55 S/; and 3 C/S weapons CIL. One FY identificd his
unit as the K-2 Bn/101D Regt.
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AVGD-CC (20 June 1968)
SUBJECT: Aftor ictisn Renort, Operation Mattheus, (40 Matthews), 25 May ~
12 June 1968, (U -

(L) On 25 May 1/35%h FSB, 15%m SW of Dak To (vic YB 859 137) received

75 rounds of g2mm morsar fire. Six of the rounds contained GS §as. Rem -
87

sults: friendly - neg; -enchmy unknown. FSB 15 (vic IB 853 1 recéived
an unknown number of B2 mortar rounds and 75mm AR, fire resulting in 3
Us Wi.l. |

(5} .On 25 May 2laomenes of 2/1st Cav. received B-40 and S/A fire

from an estimated compniiy sizs force 12km NW of Dak To (vic IB 895 272) .
Arty, gunships, andairstrikes gupported. Gunships, recelved heavy ground
rire during the contact, Samults:  friendly - 2 KIA, 11 WIA all US;
enemy - 48 NVA KIA (ZZs. Fgbimated more enemy casualtles that could not
be confirmed. Negatiie noguaities or damage in these incidents, Elements
rrom 3/12th Inf Pound saven 223 rackots at vic ¥B 959 171 completely
set up and ready %o 2ire from the ground. '

(6) On 28 Yay, IS0 79, 20xn west of Dek To (vic Y5 B39 223) received
20--22 Tounds of mixes inpe and 82mm, and 3 rounds of 120mm mortar fire
from the south. A% fired, reosulis: friendly - 1 US KI4, 1 US WIA;

encny = unknowle

c. During the periol 2% May ~ L June, tho FSB of the 4th Div (US)
received sporadin zbuhiad v fire throughout the week with the most
significan® attack ¢aing &% DL50 nours on 30 May. FSB 29, loc vic
¥R 839 223 {16km U ci Tex no}, rTacaived 12 x 120w nortar rounds and 6
rounds of 105mm Howiimer £ird. to km MW of there (YB 817 2.48) on
30 Mzy at 0230 hours, a/}fﬂﬂth Trno was ettacked by al unlmown number of
eneryy trocps., ResvLte ezt Triendly - 8 KIA, 47 WIA; enemy - L2 KIA,

1 WViC, The POW was waia jfoniified as & merwber of the K-1 Bn/101D Regt.

d. During the rariod 5 Toreedl June, atbacks by fire against FSB in
W Kontum Province conbinuad, Nser the 2nd of this periocd the operations
by Ancrican units i wuis aroa hagan 49 have a telling effect. Attacks
by fire began to de Gronge and POWYs and Relliers from the 325C Division
told of rapidly 3 Laricrati g morale 2mOLG the WVA troops io this area.

3, (C) Ogperations:

n, The 52d CAR wn3 tra principal supporting aviation element during
Operation Matthews. Yee battelion's normal daily operational commi tment
to the 4th Infanury Divicion was 34 UH-1Hs, 15 UH-1Cs, 10 CE~47s, and 1
CH-54, the majority of vbich wos cllocated %o the 1st Brigade at Dak To.

b, Significant Events. A day by day sccount of significant eventa l1s
listed below, Operation Motthews was charscterized by & najority of com-
bat troop being moved from gecure to secure bases. This was especially
trve in the Dok Pek area vhere infaniry eclements were pir-1ifted from the

sk Pok Airficld to surrounding Fire Suppoert Beses., Although thore werse
numorovs Combat Lssaults during this operation, tte majority of troops
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AVCD=CC (20 Juae 1963)
qUBJICT: After Actlct Resort, Operstion “atthews, (AO Hatthews), 25 May -
12 June 1968. (U)

hauled were in Air Transnort Category rother then Conbat Asgsanlt CategoTy.
Due t0 the heot of vattle and the masimom effort required, only the mosab
jmportant events are wecordad, Single ship opsraticons and nisecellonecous
nisaions will only ke raflacted in the overall statistics.

(1) 25 May 68 - Tue 57th Assault Helicopter Comnany and the 119th
Aszavlt Helicopter Gemreny narticipated in a Corbet Assarlt (CA) for the
3/8th and 1/10th Ipfantry. A 119th Assanlt Helicopter Campany aircraft
was hit by ground. fire while on a Med Bvac vith a resvlt of ome gcrevmenber
WIA.

(2) 26 May 68 - Ageda ki 57th pssanlt Helicozter Gompany and 119th

&

ha=avlt Heliconter Cauazly commr.red thelr ass2ts to cirlife (AL) the 1/22nd

Tnf to Fire Suppery I'ass (#5B) 3., This air]ift resulted in 61 hours veing
flovn by UH-1 Aircratd of these WO comnanies,

1@ day of the overaticn the 574h ANC, 92nd
& mewrs in sopport of tactical troop lifts.

K Jany Infontry PO FSB 3, This was followed
by a CAof B gnd D Lo 7 Too, The 92nd AEC participated in 2 CA for
tne 1/6th Inf widle v AWk AHG A the 2/506th Abn to FSB 12 and ‘the
3/187th Abn to I s¢ Tra 575h ANC had one UP-1H loss to heavy ground
firz end the pireraly wos later caztroyed, This was ene of the mejor days
of Cmeration Mattheirs fror 29 aviailon stendncint,

(3) 27 Mey 62 ~ ™2 et
ATC, and the 1194 A7 Toass
The 57th AHC atir1iined

(4) 28 lay 63 o CHEL LhaunE Were Moya by aviation assets of the

524 CaB. Tae B7th Ak, S and 116th AMC participated jn an AL for

ne 1/8th Inf plus Caty for the 2/506%h Abil. One UH-1H aircraft from

the 57th AHC was nivs Li oaoe firs. :
(5) 29 Fay 68 -~ Th2 wyn ANG, 9Rnd AiC, and 119th AHC flew 60

hours vhile pertizipehing 5w g CA Cor 2/35th Inf,

&

(6) 30 tay 68 - T f1ouh ARG partici~ated in a cA for 3/8th Inf,
with support from s 5745 AHS and gand ANC, 7¢ hours were floun on this

I
ca Vol

(7) 31 May 68 - C1ze agein the 574 AN, 92nd ANC end 119th AN com-

bined asgets to AL the 3/185th Abn and the 2/506th Abn.

(8) 1 June 63 - Tt 57th AHC particiratec in @ GA for the 1/12.
The G2d ARG and 1134 AC airlifted the 2/506th Abn, 3/187th Abm, end the
2/35th Inf. A total o 3 CA hours were flova.

(5} 2 June 68 - Tho 92pd ANC participated in a CA for the 1/35%h
Inf, vbile the 57th ARS and 119%h AHG combined assets to AL 2/506th Abn
cnd 3,187t 2. Cpa. CHe1E of the 92nd AC vas hit by heavy ground fire
and crash landed in the Lz, This aircraft wes later recoversd.
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AVGD-CC (20 June £8)

SUBJECT: After Action Repert, Operation tatthews, (A0 Matthews); ZS'Ha& -
12 June 68. (U) S

(10) 3 June 68 - The 57th AIC and 119th AHC participated in an AL
for the 2/42nd ARVN Br.

(11) 4 June 68 - The 419th AHC conducted a CA for the 2/506th Abn.

The 57th AHC participated in a CA for the 3/8th Inf. The 92nd AHC conduct-
ed an airlift for the 1/35th Inf and the 1 foth Inf. A total of 72 CA
nours were flowm by battalion aircraft. o

(12) 5 June 68 - Two eirlifts wers conducted for the 1/12th Inf
and the 1/35th Inf respectively. The 57th AFC, 92nd AFC, and 119th AHC
vere the participating units and a total of 108 CA hours were flovm.

(13) 6 June 68 - A total of 80 CA hours wyere fiown by the 57th
AHC, 92nd AHG, 119th AHG, and 170th AHG, A&n airlift and a combat agsault

were conducted for the 3/12th Inf.

(14) 7 June 68 ~ The 119th AHG conducted & GA 1n support of the
tion of the game force theb svening.

3/187%h Abn followed by a final extrac
The 92nd AEC and the 170th AHC combined assets to airlift the 1/22nd Inf,

1n addition, a CA was conducted for the 1/35th Inf,

(15) 8 June 68 - The 119th AHC cupported by elerents of the 170th
AMC, conducted an airlift of the 3 187th Abn and the 1 mond Inf, The 57th

AC participated in an AL for the 3/8th Inf and the 3/12th Inf.

termination of Cperation Matthews, this

AL of the 2/506th Abn and 2 Cots of the
g for 2 Co's of the 1/506th

(16) 9 June 68 - Neering
day was characterized by a lorge
1/506th Abn back to Dol To. CA's were corducte
Abn and the 1/8th Inf reapectively.

(17) 10 June 68 ~ The infantry elements participating in Operation

r To with the AL of the 3/8th Inf and

Mattheus continued to clese On Dalk
3/12th respectively. The 119th ARC conducted a CA for the 1/506th Abn.

(18) 11 June 68 - From oo aviation viewpoint, Operation Metthews

closed with a massive reshvffle of troops. There wers numeroul AL's
as infantry elements were renositioned to continue Operation Vac Arthur.

Supporting units from the 52d CAB wers 57th AHC and 119th AHC. A total
of 131 CA hours were flovm this date.

(19) 12 June 68 - Operation Matthows officially terminated per Lth
Division order. On this last day of the operation the 119%h AFC canducted
o CA for the 3/8th Inf.

The following is a Tesume of gstatistics
¥atthews, and reflects total sul-

jaclvde the performance of the

¢. Operational Statistics.
arenned by the 52d CAB during Cperation
nort to 4th Division, These totals do
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AVGD-CC (20 June A8)
_SUBJECT: After Action Report, Operabion Habthews (A0 Matthews) 25 May -
12 June 1968. (uU) \ :

92nd AHC, and the other units attached or OPCON to the battalion during
the operation.

CBT SORTIES yH-1 HRS - CH-47 HRS TOTAL HRS
25,500 4,460 1,347 - 5,07
CBT ASLTS ATR LIFTS " BATT MOVES TOTAL PAX

18 29 17 37,683
G0 TONS MED EVACS EN CBA . A/C HITS
54540 255 . UNKNCOWHN 17
A/C DMGE . A/C DEST A/C RECCVERED

22 :

1 7
L., {(C) Maintenance

, &, During the period 25 May - 12 June 1968, elements of the 52d CAB
flew in excess of 5,000. hours, the majority of which were flown in suppert
of Task Force Matthews. The aviation units performed 191 FMI and 93 P
inspections during this period,

‘b. The 179th Assault Support Helicépter Companj recoversd 7 aircraft
in and around the Dak To area during this operation, All aircraft were
damaged by hostlile fire or confined area operations,

¢. Approximately 35,000 maintenance man hours were required to per-
form the inspections mentioned in paragrafh 4a. Additionally, it took
an estimated 12,000 maintenance man hours to perform unschedwled mainten-
ance., ‘Maintenance crews were often called on to go to Dak To or Dek Pek
to perform maintenance so that the operation might centinue or the air-
craft could be f£lown back to established maintenance facilities, The
battlaion was able to maintain an avallebility rate of 66.4% on UH-1H!s
and 65,7% on UH-1C's throughout the operation,

5, (C) Commanders Observations, Discusazion and Recommendations.,
* a, Mission Planning

(1) Observation and Discussion., During Operation Matthews, airmoble
requirements were seldom known in sufficient time to allow detailed plan~
ning by the supporting aviation unit, Tho tactical situation and re=
sulting 1ift requirements frequently changed until 2300 hours or later.,
This would often necessitate a reconnaisance of the area by the Ar Mis-
sion Commander at first light followed by nothing more than hasty coordin-~
ation and the conduct of the combat assault during the eerly morning hours.,
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AVGD=-CC (20 June 68)
SURJECT: After Lcticn Report, Operation Matbhews, (A0 Matthews), 25 May -
12 June 1968, (U)

(2) Recommendation, Commanders should place increased emphesis on
the need to make airmoble requirements lmown to the supporting aviation
slementa as soon as possible, If a CA is to be made at first light, the
misgion requirement should be made known early enough the day before to
provide time for a deylight reconnaisance of landing zone, flight routés,
and pick-up zone, Execution of immediate combat assaults should be held
to a minimum and used only in the event of a combat emergency. |

b. FEstablishing Priorities

(1) Observation and Discussion, In many instances the 1lift and re-
supply missions planned by ground forces far exceed the capabilities of
aviation support allocated,

(2) Reconmendstion, Ground commanders should determine requirements
as early as possible for the following day., When requirements exceed the
capabilities of eviation support allocated, priorities must be cstablished
as soon as possible and followed so thet tactical necessitles are ac-
complished, S '

c. B-52 Ar Strikes (Arc Light)

(1) Observation and Discussion. Cperaticn Matthews made extensive
usa of Are Lights, due to heavy enemy concentrations throughout the oper-
ational area. This was especially true in the vicinity of Dek Pek., On
onz cecassion safety requirements were waivered regarding alr advisory
warnings and the proximity of friendly troops, In addition, transnissicns
Tan guard" frequency were not always roadeble when at low altitudes in the
Dak Pek arca, This lack of information endangered aircraft supporting
the operation, In one instonce an aircrew had no indication of an fre
Light in the area until the ground ccrmender in a separate C&C giroraft,
infopried them thed they were flying through an Are Light that was in pro-
-rcas, This needlessly endangered the sircraft and crev.

(2) Recommendation. Cround commanders should inform the supporting
srintion elements well in advance of any proposed air strikes. Inform-
cticn of this type should also be included in the daily pilot or mission
bricfing., In caze of immediate air strikes, it is the ground commanders
responsibility to insure that all aireraft working in the goneral area
are notificd of the time and location of the intended strike.

d. Police of Lending Zones and Load Out Areas,

(1) Observation and Discussion.  Nunerous ineidents invelving Foreign
Object Damage (FOD) occurred due to lack of police in the landing zones
and load out areas. This was especially true on FSB and battery moves
acconplished by CH-47's. Loose ponchos, poncho liners, C-ration boxes,
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CONFIDENTIAL

AYGD-CC (20 Junc 68) :
SUBJECT: After Lction Roport, Cporation Matthews, (40 Matthews), 25 May -
12 Juno 1968, (U)

empty cans, and loose sand bags were to be found in quenity in and around
most landing zones, During this operation a total of 6 CHE=-47 engines were
damaged due to FOD, These alone cost thegovernment'approximately $264,,000
put more important it denled the ground forces support by gireraft which
werc in critical demand.

(2) Recommendation, Cormanders respongible for landing zones and
load out ereas take pesitive command action to insure the proper police
of all areas., This ection is a must if continued aviation support is to
pa reodily avallable.

e. Preparation of CH-47 loads.

(1) Observation and Discusslon. A continuing problenm at Kontum and
~ Dak To CH-47 1oad-out areas hezs been the delay in having hook loads prée-
- pared so thet delivery cen begin when CH-47s arrive on station. Almost
deily CH-47 flight hour requirements to support 4th Inf Div oxceed the
total time aveilable., If moximum utilization of evailable assets is to
be geined it is ossential that delivery of supplies be continuous through-
out the day.

(2) Recormendation. Supported units rust have sufficient loads
prepared and ready for delivery by 0800 to insure madnum utilization of
CE-47 flight hcurs.
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