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SECTION I - Significant Organizational Activities 

.1. (C)· General: This report covers the period 1 August 1967 

through 31 October 1967, and is submitted in compliance with Headquarters 

I Field Force Vietnam Regulation 1-3 dated 23 March 1967, and Headquart­

ers 17th Combat Aviation Group Regulation 1-3, dated 12 July 1967. 

a. ~lission: The mission of the 52d Combat Aviation Battalion 

(Flying Dragons) is to provide aviation support to U3 Forces, Republic of 

Vietnam Forces and Free liorld Assistance Forces operating in the II Corps 

area, with priority to the 4th Infantry Division. 

b. Station Plan: The 52d Combat Aviation Battalion is' stationed 

at Camp Hollo~lay, Pleiku, RVN, and is commanded by 1TC Edward P. Lukert 

Jr. Subordinate elements consist of the following units: (Detailed list 

of detachments is shown in inclosure 1). 

(1) Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment - Pleiku, RVN. 

(2) 119th Assault Helicopter Company 0' Pleiku, RVN •. Equip­

ped with UH-1H and UH-1C (A) helicopters. 

(3) 155th Assault Helicopter Company·. Ban Me Thuot, RVN. 

Equipped with'UH-1H and UH-1C (A) helicopters. 

(4) l70th Assault Helicopter Company - Pleiku, RVN. Equip­

ped with UH-1H and UH-1C (A) helicopters. 

(5) 189th Assault Helicopter Company - Pleiku; RVN.. Equip­

ped with UH-1H and UH-1C (A) helicopters. 

(6) 57th Assault Helicopter Company - Kontum; RVN. Equipped 

with UH-1H and UH-1C (A) helicopters. (Not operational as of 31 Oct 67) 
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OH-23G helicoptars • 

c. Type aircraft authorized and on hand as 

AUTHORIZED 

(1) UH-IC (A) 32 29 

(2) UH-IClc 2 0 

(3 ) UH-IHlf 92 Sl 

(4) CH-47A 16 16 

( 5) U-6A 1 1 

( 6) OH-23" _0_ -2. 

TOTAL 143 129 

" issued to 179th ASHC in lieu of 2 UH-IC aircr~ft. 

OH-23 , s utiltzed by_ Hq, 17th CAG. Totals do not include 57th AHC o.ircraft. 

(For 0. more detailed account, see inclosure 2) 

2. (C) Intelligence: The Battalion S-2 Section continued to publish 

0. daily INTSrn~ which is distributed to all units of the battalion, non­

bo.ttalion tennants of Camp Hollowuy, Hq, 17th Combat hvio.tion Group, Hq, 

4th J.viation Battalion, Hq, 4th Infantry Division and 633d Comb:\t Support 

Group at New Pleiku l~FB. - < 

a. memy activity in the Central Highlands has btlen cOl:lparative-

1y light for the entire period. In early August there was a limited contin­

uation of enemy activity in Northwestern Konturn Province. The expected 

build-up of activity before the September 3rd election failed to material­

ize. Throughout the remainder of the period, activity ho.s been character­

ized by a great deal of unit movement With a noticeable increase during the 

last half of October. This activity seemed to cuL~nate in the 26 October 

122mm rocket attack against US/GVN installations to the North of Pleiku 

City. Significant isolated events were: 23 August, 1/4 Division forward 

CP rec"ived 40-50 122mm rockets; 26 August, 155th i,ssault Helicopttlr Com­

pany compound, Ban Me Thuot, received 60 rounds of 60rnm mortar fire; 23 

September, a fire of suspicious origin in the class III Y:lrd of tho Seth 

S&S Battalion, Camp Holloway; 26 Octobbr, 45 rounds of 122mm rocket fir~ 

received in the general vicinity of II Corps Headquarters and the I~CV com­

pound, Pleiku. It is expectbd that the are,'lS of enomy activity Will be 

directed against the Special Forc~s Camps along thtl border. There Will be 

increased sabotage activities and a continu0d strong probability of mortar/ 

sapper and rocket attacks on the airfields in Konturn and Pleiku. Convoy 

ambushus on Highwo.ys 14 and 19 should be expected. 
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members were kil18d, however 9 

WO'llnClea in action. Of th" aircraft shot at, 33 were UH-lH' 

and 7 were CH-47's. Altitud~s of aircraft rec~iving hits 

feet to 4,500 fe~t; specifically, 10 received hits below 500 

ceived hits between 500-1000 feet, 7 between 1000-2000 fe\lt·.<c!3~lr~~ 

,3000-4500 feet, and 7 at an unknown altitude. 

c. }~jor activities of the S-2 Section during this 

been th~ implmentation of USARV ~eg 190-20 and the issuing of the new 

USARV Form,361, Standard Gate Pass, for Camp Holloway. However, 

security checks will be necessary since local nationals apparently 

able to "purchase" the required MSS clearances. An immediate result had 

been an increased awareness of the indigenous employees on post. It has 

also caused employing agencies to account for their employees which was 

not done in the past. It is expected that a ceiling will be placed on 

hiring of indigenous employees by controlling the number admitted on post. 

Distribution facilities are being installed in central locations on post 

to distribute le~flets encouraging all indigenous personnel to provide 

any information pertaining to enemy activities. (See inclosure 3) 

d.The Intelligence Section of the 155th Assault Helicopter Com­

pany continues-to have the responsibility of gathering intellig()nce infor­

mation on the Ban Me Thuot area and receiving reports from all local civil­

ian agents and military organizations in the Ban Me Thuot area. 

e. Intelligence briefings and indoctrinations were given to 

the newest member of the battalion, the 57th Avietion Company, in Kontum. 

A basic load of maps and other necessary forms and r0ferences were provided. 

3. (C) Operations and Training Activities 

a. Opera.tions 

(1) Support: The 52d Combat Aviation Battalion (Flying 

Dra.gons), supported numerous operations including; Francis Marion (73 days) 

Horace Greeley (22 days), MacArthur (19 days), Project Omega (92 days), 

FOB #2 (92 days), 52d Arty (81 days), Press Camp (81 days) and Project 

Delta (10 days). In addition aviation support was provided II Corps Hq 

(92 days), Co "B", 5th SFG (92 days), Pleiku Sub Area COJ1lllW.nd (1 day) and 

other units within 17th Combat Aviation Group (11 days), In general 

during the reported period, the "Flying Dragons" supported II Corps with 

one assault helicopter company; 4th Infantry Division with two assault 

helicopter companies and one assault support holicopter company, and II 

Corps ARVN with one assault helicopter company. The percontage of the 

battalions lift capability allocated, by month, was as follows: 
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4th Inf Div 64% 

ARVN 

Other 

11% 

26% 24% 

(For a detailed sequence of significant evonts and statistics, see inclos­

ure 4; for a map of operntiona1 area, see inclosure 5) 

(2) Operational Statistics (1 Aug - 31 Oct 67) 

CI1BT OTHER UH-IC UH-1H CH-47A 

SORTIES SORTIES ~Hi-HOURS "f*~ lH~HOURS 

S9,038 21,529 6,297 23,678 3,756 

• Alc Alc 
TOTAL CARGO 

If-!cHOURS !:M !2!:@... HIT lfDAMiDBST 

'33,731' 155,851 21,994 45 50/7 

CRm 11EM Et-'EMY STRUCT MED SORTIES DRLA Y 

*INJiK ~ 
DEST EVACS OR CXL FOR 1<IX 

18/s 58 11 310 3,065 

If includes results of hostile fire nnd accidents 

lHf adjusted DA Form 1352 time 

(3) Valorous Unit Award: On 21 September.1967, by direction 

of the Secretary of the Army, the Flying Dragons with assigned and attached 

units, received the Valorous Unit Award (First Oak Leaf Cluster) for extra­

ordinary heroism during milit~y operations agninst a hostile force near 

Duc Co, Republic of Vietnam, (28-30 May 1966). See inclosure 6 for thp. 

complete text of the citation. 

(4) Airmobile Opern.tions: The 52d Combat Aviation Battalion 

conducted several battalion size airmobile combat assaults during this re­

porting perion. This employment technique, although no·t u'1('.OJ!!l!lon in Viet­

nam, is unique in this aren. and inoreasec1 the ground commanrler I s effective­

ness immeasur!'.bly. Loss of some reaction time was experienced, due to the 

absolute necessity for sound prior planning by the lifted unit. 

(5) CH-47A Support: During this quarter, the increased de­

mand for CH-47 support in the Central Highlands continued. This demand 

~~de it necessnry to reinforce the l79th Assault Support Helicopter Company 

on several occasions with aircraft from the ISoth Aslt Spt Hel Co e.nd the 

196th Aslt Spt Hel Co, for short periods. The 179th Aslt Spt He1 Co 
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report"d p"riod. In th(; month o! ,,~t. 

0.11 timG record of 1,415 hours flown, oVvr 177% a! the OJ\. 1l1",gr;~ 

(6) 335th "ss:1.ult HelicoptE:r Company: In ml.d ;)el:JlO1Il1II: 

335th }l.slt Hel Co depo.rted this operational area with the l73d Abn 

The 52d Cbt ,\vn Bn W.:l.S relieved of logistical und administrative re:s·! Pol\~'f:; 

sibility to the 335th Aslt Hal Co at that. time. Statistical 

in this report does not include data on that cacpany. 

(7) 57th ASsault Helicopter Company Arrival: 

party of the 57th .:l.rrived in Pleiku on 14 October 1967. They were 'weJlcoiiied 

and briefed by the battalion commander and staff, and immediately st~~Sll' 

prepar~tion for the min body. The main body o! the 57th Assault Helicop­

ter Company deployod to Vietnam beginning 23 October 1967, und completed 

thG move on 26 October 1967. The company was aSSigned to the 52d Combat 

Aviation Battalion and will operate from their base camp at Kontum, RVN. 

The unit's aircraft and equipment arrived at Vung Tau, RVN, on 31 Octobe.l;' 

1967. A small delegCltion from the cOr.!p.'lny was sent to Vung Tau to organ­

ize the shipment of aircraft end equip:r.ent to Kontum. The remainder of 

the company worked feverishly on the b:1.se camp to complete it before the 

arrival of their TO&E equipment.. Pi.lots and crews were given their in­

country orientation and truin'i:o witl, (:Vlsr orgc,nic units within '"he 52d 

Combat 'Aviation Battaiion frem 29 oc't;O~el' t11rough the end of the month. 

The proposed oper.!ltional date for the 57th is 15 November 1967. 

(For problem o.r<lClS of receiving, processing and training new aviation units, 

see Section II, Part I, para 1). 

. (8) Major Opentions Supported: The 52d Combat J~viation 

Battalion completed support to Operations Horace Greeley and Francis Marion 

during the reporting period. (For aviation support statistics, see in-

closure 7). 
' 

(9) '{e.:l.ther: During the month of August, the weather was 

characterized by low ceilings and poor 'risibility, due to ground fog and 

rain. Early take-offs w~re precluded by D1C conditions until mid-day 

and gonerally required the return of aircraft prior to 1700 hrs. Winds 

were predOminately out of the WS1!/ during this period. In late September, 

the winds began shifting to the NNE bringing better weather and improved 

flying conditions. Early morning ground fog, lifting after O?OO r~s local, 

continued through mid October. From 16 October until 31 O~~cbcr thu Weather 

was generally CrtVU. The winds shifted to ENE, bringing cooler temperatures 

and exc~llent flying conditions. (For mor~ detailed meteorological data, 

see inclosure 4). 

b. Training 

(1) Replacement training was reorganized and given increased 

command emphasis during this period. This training is now conducted bi­

monthly at battnlion level and covers the entire training spectrum ns 
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~*vo"'J.y monit . b:.ttJ.lion tr:lining officer. 

ability of training elids, continues as '" problem area. 

(2) Aviation Training continues at comp:my ... <:>" ....... 

mand emphasis on the following subjects: 

(a) Instrument training,,,. 
. " . 

(b) Pre~Flight inspections 

(c) 11onsoon weather procedures 

(d) Emergency procedur~s 

., .... 

(e) Cross-country flight planning 

(f) Use of "go-no-go" chart 

(g) Use of "i.<I.J.x Gross ~1eight" chart 
• 
(h) Rules of engagement 

.. ( i) Escape llnd Evasion 

(3) Battalion safety has developed a combinJ.tion of charts, 

extr'olcted from TI,i 55-1520-211-10, en:lbling gun pilots to make quick, accur:lte 

computations of max gross weight for current geographic and atmospheriC 

operating conditions. This chart is readily available in all UH-1C air­

craft. (See inclosure 8) 

(4) The standardization section plannod :lnd initiated a 

comprehensive training program for 45 newly assigned avi·ators of the 57th 

Assault Helicopter Company. Initi:ll in-country orientation requirem~nts 

were completed in four lli~ys by a tr:lining team comprised of experienced 

instructor pilots. Following this initial training, the aviators were 

assigned to fly on combat missions with aircraft oommanders from operation­

al units. 

(5) Selected aviators from units within the 52d Combat 

Aviation Battalion attended a four day instrument Flight Training program 

which was designed to prepare them for instrument instructor pilot duties. 

c. Research and Devolopment: Vithin this reporting period, tho 

52d Combat riviation Battalion took part in, continued or e~"pleted the 

following tests to the degree indicated: 

(1) Special purpose eqUipment: a zeon light was installed 

on a UH-1H model helicopter for testing. This light is employed with 

armed helicopters and used for night r~connaissance missions in conjunction 
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___ • in tho immedintol ~;~!~;~ 

Holloway TAOR. Howaver, its effectiveness is limited in 11 

vegat~tion. Testing continues. 

(2) "Snoopy" - The testing of the JDrul 

devices installed in OO-IC aircraft was, completed C1W~:Lll~tl~~:~~~~~~~~~~ 

Results of this test indic~ted that this device, when i 

ters, is ineffective. The device has a sensing rate of once ever7"J L5~~O 

seconds, and in addition, 9 to 15 seconds are required for readings', 

register. rl.irspeed of the aircraft averages 80 KPH (132 FPS) and th"ret'o! 

the t.:u-get a.rea is 800-l3 50 meters a.wa.y before readings a.re ~e,ce'LvEid.:"'~~ 

It was :llso found that the air spe<:d sensings were too small to be efJrec';; 

tivefor aerial employment. 

(3) "Ringtrop" - ,.irdrop of anti-personnel devices in large' 

quantities. Testing on this device is complete. However, results of 

these tests h:lve not'reached this headqu~rters. Large qu~ntities of these 

devices are on hand, and will bv employed upon request from major ta.ctical 

units operating in this urea. 

4., (c) Logistics: 

a. Class I: 

(1) No significant problems. 

(2) .The 57th ,~ssllult Helicopter Compnny established Class 

I account in October. 

b. Class II: The follOwing -equipment shortages were received 

during the period: 

(1) 350 GPM pump and filter at Holloway. 

(2) Rough Terra.in Fork Lift a.t 155th Ass:lult Helicopt"r 

Compa.ny. 

c. Class III and IlIA: 

(1) No signific:lnt problems. Short fuse missions continue 

to require fuel to be tr:msported by org,::mic helicopter :lirlift, however 

close coordina.tion a.nd timely warning orders have kept this requirement 

to a minimum. POL stor~ge and pumping f:lcilitios at three fixed loc:ltions 

a.nd five field sites handled a tota.l of over 3 million g:lllons of fuel 

required by ba.ttalion a.ircr:lft. 

(2) The mini-port POL system continues to shoW improvement. 

Use of the 350 gallon per minute pump and filtar allowed a reduction in 

ta.nker roquirements of 50% at Camp Holloway. I.ll UH-l slick :lircraft a.re 
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d. P,rsonnel Problems During the Period August 

T~e battalion is still experiencing di£ficulty r:i:~~~:! 
placements in ?ur critical MOS shortages: Communications (MOS 

Helicopter Tec~ Inspectors (MOS 67N), Helicopter Crew Chiefs (MOS 

Clerk Typist (~ljOS 7lB) and Armament Maintenance Personnel (MOS 45 'Be]~1aB 

The battalion ~ontinues to be extremely short of personnel in, 
, 

e. c~mmand Changes 
I 

T~e following new commanders 
September and pctober 1967: 

assumed command during Aue~-t; 

I 
COMHANDERI 

LTC Edwar~ P: Lukert Jr. 
, 

HAJJess1e E: Stewart 

NAJ Wilbtjr R. Mixter 
I 

J.lAJ Davi~ C. Whitworth 
, 

I 

lJAJ Dona~d R. HcCabe 
I 

*W,.J Berml-rd R. Allman 

CPT Phil~P C. Ashley 

*~jAJ Nile~ C. Clark Jr. 
I 

52d Cbt Avn Bn 

170th Aslt Hel Co 

405th Trans Det 

~ 

6 Sep 67 

20 Sep 67 

20 Sep 67 

402d Trans Det 1 Oct 67 

179th Aslt Spt Hel Co 3 Oct 67 

57th hslt Hel Co 14 Oct 67 

545th Trans Det 17 Oct 67 

6l5th Trans Det 25 Oct 67 

NOTE: 

~
*'does not indicate date individuals assumed command of re-

s ective units, only when they reported in-country as ele­
nts of this command. 

, 

!. 
I ,Gains and Losses 

1(1) The following gains and losses occurred during August -

October 1967 

(a) Q£ill!§ £IT B:.! 

August 18 41 

September 30 66 

October 24 54 
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August 28 

September 25 

October ,,25 

(2) At present the battalion is 133 EM I!l'I!:L"lo.' 

Warrant Ofticers below TO&E strength. "~",~ml 

g., Morale - The morale of enlisted and officer ~~~s~~:!i;~~~ 
out the battalion remained exceptionally high. This was d 

(1) Maximum recognition for job accomplishment through 
motions, awprds and decorations, and letters of appreciation. 

(2) Liberal leave and R&R policies. 

()' Continuully improving standards of living. 

(4) Availability of post facilities. 

orientatio~. 
(5) Continuul indoctrination in job performance and mission 

h. Religious lictivities During the Period August - October 1967. 

(1) During the quarter the Battalion Chaplain was responsi­
ble for al] religious activities at Camp Holloway and at operational 
sites. Pr~testant services were conducted by the Battalion Chaplain. 
Religious ~ervices were provided for the l55th at Ban Ne Thuot on a weekly 
basis by tHe Protestant missionaries and the Catholic Chaplain from VillCV. 
Catholic s~rvices for Camp Holloway were conducted each Sunday by the PSf.C 
Chaplain. ,Transportation was provided from Camp Holloway to the 18th 
Surgical H~spital Chapel each Friday for Jewish personnel. During the 
quarter, a ,Sunday morning Protestant worship service wae started at the 
604th TC C~mpany theater. The Protestant congregation continued to attend 
the hymn-s~ng at the CNA compound each Sunday. Two cook-outs wore held 
jointly wi llh the CMA missionaries during the quarter. The evening service 
for the Protestant congregation increased during the period. Dramatic films 
produced b~ the Billy Graham ~ssociation were shown twice each month. 

(2) The following additions and improvements have boon made 
to the Chapel and grounds in the quarter: 

, 

(a) A piano was donated to the Chapel by VJw Kraph of 
the l70th 4ssault Helicopter Company. 
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(c) 

7. (U) PSYOPS, 

The battalion continues supporting the Chieu 
Programs, and distribut~s leaflets and rally instructioriii Ph~~l~~~ 
The battalion has now distributed more than one million ,C 

safe conduct passes. This augments the 4th Infantry Division 'ti~,itj~ 
the ~restern portion of Pleiku Province. These activities are'tlr'ollri 
in known or. suspected enemy areas of operation and are the re5p()n5~o:~Ll~ 
of the Psyops Officer. (See Inclosure 10) 

8. (C) Safety and Standardization 

a. Staff .Visits, The assignment of an additional officer to this,', 
section has permitted increased staff visits to subordinate battalion units. ' 
During these visits, instructor pilots are briefed on items of flight 
standardization and training; check-rides are conducted. Unit operations 
are observe~during single and multiple-ship missions. After action re­
ports are furnished the unit commander with recommendations. 

b. Safety: Statistics reflect that nine aircraft were destroyed 
and twelve lives were lost as a result of the eleven ma,10r accidents that 
occurred during this period. The accident rate for the 33,731 flight 
hours was 32.2 per 100,000 hours. The following represents accident cause 
factors and frequency of occurance: 

c c 

CAUSE --
(1) Maintenance or material failure 

(2) Inadvertant low level weather entry at night 

(3) Tail rotor struck revetment 

(4) Aircraft overloaded and lost RPH on take off 

NUtIBE!1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

(5) Contaminated fuel 1 

(6) Loose equipment struck tail rotor causing 1 
antitorque failure 

(7) Late recovery attempt from descent 1 

(8) Antitorque failure (Investigation in Progress) 1 
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'taKen to rooccurrenco. An airfiold trorV~1 
in August, hall boon tho basis for many canpleted and 
to tho Holloway airfiold facilitios. Th18 8Gotioo 
design of tho bulk CS gas dieponsor, which eliminatod 
of a previously used systom. (Sae inolosure 11) 

9. (C) Post Headquarters, '(Camp Holloway) 

a. :Camp Holloway is the home of the 52d CAB in the . . 
lands of Vie~. LTC Lukort, COIlllll!lnding Offioer of the 552d!::~~~~~i 
Battalion, is also the Post Commander of Camp Holloway. T 
Camp Holloway are: 

c 

(1) 52d Combat Aviation Battalion 

.(a) HHD, 52d C:.B 

(b) 119th hslt HoI Co 

"(c) 170th Aslt Hel Co 

(d) 179th Aslt Spt Hel Co 

(e) 189th Aslt Hel Co 

.(f) 52d Security Detuctment 

(g) 68th Radar Detachment 

(h) 344th 1,vn Co (!.OD) 

(i) 125th i.TC 

(2) 604th Transportation Company (DS) 

(3) 21 9th i,vn Co 

(4) 628th Haint Det 

(5) 88th S&S Bn, 1st Log COIlllll!lnd 

(6) 283rd lIedical Evac (Dust Off) 

(7) 85th EOD 

(8) 212th Sentry Dog Platoon 

(9) 3rd Preventive Medicino (Det) 
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10. (C) Signal 

n. The installlltion of the conmrunications ~~~~t~ 
COC bunker was completod in Oct 67. Communicntions 
multiple FM radiOS, telephone lines to nll units at camp 
visions for (lIl HF radio. All antennas were mounted on A",.,"A .. 

thirty foot telephone poles, eliminating the need for 1<1Zl'.W:U 

a more secure installation, 

b. The project of replllcing field wire telephone 
Holloway with ~ultiple pair c~ble was completed in Oct 67. 
three miles of 'cable was used in this project, greatly inll)rclv:i:ruz, thEI!;i;(. 
appearance of Oamp Holloway and faCilitating maintenance of te:le"!lhorie/l1 

• 
c. A new AN/VSC-2 jeep mounted HF /RTT radio is now in use' w ittd: 

the battalion. The 'rndio will be utilized for voice and teletype commun;';" 
ications betwe~n the 52d .CAB and 17th CAG. It is anticipated the,t aecurity 
equipment 'for teletype will be added in the near future. 

n. (U) Aircraft Haintenance 

a. Maintenance Statistics: 

UH-IC !!!!::!!! CH-47A 

Aircr'aft authorized: 32 92 16 

A/C assigned (avg),: 31.1 34.7 16 

Availability rate: 35.3% 35.3% 63.3% 

EDM rate: 9.3% 3.6% 24.4% 

EPP rate: 1.9% 3.5% 6.8% 

(For detailed statistical data, see inclosure 13) 

b, During this reporting period the issue of the UH-IH model 
helicopters, equipped with the new T53-1-13 turbine engine, was completed. ' 
Problem areas with this model aircraft have continued to build at a ~hen­
aminal rate. More specifics are presented in section II. 

12. (U) Flight Surgeon 

a. During the reporting period, several improvements were made 
to Camp Holloway medical facilities. 
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,.\.c/''-'·A~t'i'irs~=~~ 
pn tientg and f:'lster inforrnn tion on previoull po.t.1lmt'll 1D0lI~ 
position. 

(3) Installation of new lighting in 

b. The battalion Flight Surgeon initinted a tlrcUI:r'l1III 

ing avio.tors, high on flight time, for possible fatigue. ~:~~:::~~ 

ations were performed in the unit area and provided unit Cl 

invaluable information. Problem areas involving fatigue 

section II. 

Section II: Commander's Observations and Recommendations 

Observations (Le$sons Learned) 

1. (C) OpeJ;fl.tions 

a. llil!! : Flying Hour Progr1l!!l 

Discussion:" Pilot fatigue, shortag'3s of aircraft parts and 

excessive maintenance demands can be attributed to overflying the flying 

hour program; in the case of the 52d Battalion, as much as 150%. 

Obs.ervation: A flying hours progra.m of 5 hours per day per 

allocated aircrnft would reduce pilot fatigue, ease parts short?gas and 

allow adequate maintenance support with the personn~l available. In­

creased renuirements for flying hours would be met by committing more air­

craft. The altsrnative would be an incr-ease in maintenance p')rsonnel, 

parts and aviators to units and a r'l.tio of 1 : 1 based on average percen­

tage of flying hours over the Dil flying hour program. 

b. ~: New Aviation Units 

Di~cussion: Vew units cO'.lld be more efficiently orgD.."lized 

in-country utilizing the following method: 

(1) Package unit TO&E ec.uipment in CONUS uti2izlng civil­

ians and modern packaging tec:ei'1UGS p.nd ship to COMZ. 

(2) Pack'l.gp. personnel in the proper gr'l.d", a1)-'\ In:;, by TO&B, 

and ship to ·COMZ. 

(3) Select in-country personnel in the appropriate grade 

and HOS structure to provide 75-80% of the authoriz.l;!d strength of the new 

unit with the nppropriate DEROS balance. 

(4) Progr~Jn arrivnl of n~~ personnel as required and replace 

one for one with in-country personnel selected for the new unit. 
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ring n nUlI'''T 
n t.C)t.:tl ·)C ~ r~~ of t.ho 

i~nc0(1. ,\ tQtd of OM hunrlrcr! Mr! .oighty 
b.me. Apo.:t.rcnt C'luae of fp.ilur'l~ willi· wnter 
mechanism during tr~sminsion9. 

Observation: A scaled floor IlW:L~c:n "'~'"'''''' 

use in UH-l helicopters. 

e •. Item: Repair of AN/ARC-54 Radio 

Discussion: The AN/ARC-54 B4 radio 
est failure component of the avionics s~stems. It is 

to vibration Olnd moisturo. A pllrtilll answer to the constant fail'lrEI'e,f 

rndio set is resealing thebming slugs on the RF amp module with lin en,~~r":':l:f: 

material. 

Observe.tion: A more reli.'l.ble FM r8.dio is necofld in the UH-l 

helicopter. 

4. (C) Maintenance 

a. ~: Changing of T53-L-13 FngiMs 

Discussion, From 1 Aug 67 to 1 Nov 67 this unit has changed 

75 T53-L-13 engines on an avernge fleet of P5 UH-1H helicopters. Many of 

these replacements were required because of the mandatory 300 h:>ur engine 

change caused by cracking Nl nozzles.· During this· same period these air­

craft flew an average of 94 hours per aircraft per month. This amounts to 

an engine change every three months on many aircraft. 

Observation: By utilizing the same crew (one supervisor, 2 

mechanics and the aircr(\ft crew chief) of prnctical personnel, it was 

found that the average engine change could be made in (6) hours. This 

time included the uncanning, build up and r"canning the old engine. It 

was also found that if the engine could be prepositioned and built up ~Iith 

the necessary components, that the actual chanrre took about (2) hours. 

Two (2) additional hours are required for run-up, tr~uble shooting and final 

adjustment s • 

b. Item: CH-47 Preventive lJ!ainttmance Inspections 

Discussion: Th8 179th f.ssault Support Helicopter Company 

Service Platoon and the 402d Maintenance Detachment completed one hundNd 

and sixteen (116) preventive maintenance intermediate (PMI) inspections 

and thirty eight (3S) preventive maintenance periodic(~lP) inspecti~ns 

during this quarterly period. !4ajor inspections completed and/or progress 

c o 
~ r' 1:' - ... u. VIJ'm :1:P '(g 

7 7 )l L ~ J :J:~j Ai:J.'Jl)r.T~ 
n:ll .. I:C¢....,.,"";1"'I 

F 
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insp~cti()ns thlll IUlticioatctl, an ll."a1"l1Cc'.;~~ 
has be"n maintrcinod during t.his qwu'ter:. 

Observation: Continuation or 
will require completion of seven to eight l2l:h Jie:rti;iU 
the next qu"rtcr. Requirements for repair pnrts,:: 
ents, have been for'"cast and requisitions sul:mittod: 

needs. A. weekly parts run to AMNC in Saigon has been '~" S:~~.~~~:g: 

uled to begin in the forthcoming quarter, in an attempt 

of available parts to CH-47 units. The key factor'i;ln~~~~~~~~ 
aircraft availability rate during the forthcoming q 

equate and timely supply of repair_parts. 

c. Item: Repair Parts (Aircraft) 

Discu'ssion: 
the preceding quarter, as 
this period: . 

May 5% 

Jun 1% 

Jul 1% 

A comparison of current NORS rates 
indicated below, reflects a marked 

Aug 7% 

Sep 3% 

Oct 10% 

Observation: It h~s been necessary to revert to a highly 

inflated but carefully controlled cannibalization program in ord~r to 

maintain flyable aircraft at a level commr,,"surate with operational oemands. 

The requirement to cannibalize parts from one aircraft to another increases 

the maintenance workload by 200% resulting in a "loss" of many productive 

manhours. This necessary but undesirable situation can only be alleviated 

by the constant and ready availability of repair parts. 

5. (U) Aviation Safety 

a. ~: Pilot Fatigue 

Discussion: Pilot fatigue continu8s as a rrv,jor pro~lem area 

in Army Aviation Accident Pr'lvention Program. The aircraft commanders of .... 

two (2) UH-~model helicopters, which were involved in fatal accidents, ha~' 

each flown in excess of 120 hours in the 30 day period preceding ·the ac- '. 

cidents. Each of the accidents involved errors in judgement which may 

have been caused by fatigue. There is a definitp. direct coorelation between 

the group of aviators who consist~ntly log high flight time and those who 

have experienced accidents. Although background or reseArch information in 

this area is very vague, ever increasing statistics are being accumulated 

daily in this field, During this reporting period, 52d CAB pilots who 
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(lh"·'rv~t. \ "n: 'rh., rOI\~'n ror 

dttv in p'lrt L·) ~ !1h'lrt.:\g') ,.,c nVi''\to~r:;1!:r~1n~:,~~~iii 
time is nut nhmys reflcctcr~ in It 
the t.ota.l flying h.)urs to be rlivirleri by the 't;O·'t;8..I;'cIL1I 

fortunntely this docs n:Jt r01)rCs~nt 0. true figure;'.' 

hours spcmt by gun pilots on st;:mdby missions. In"Q~~~~~~ 

op?rnt~ nny organization, it requires many position 

flying as pa.rt of the rluty. The inadequacy of th~se 

In view of this, an effort to maintain avia.tion comoanies at 

is imperc.tivG. New investigations or st.:\tistics sh~uld be kept on 

flying hour pr'Jgre.m. Openting as we do in Vietnam, it would be ideal. 

new research on tho aviator fatigue PNblel11. 

Pnrt II: Recommendat ion' 

1. (C)' Operations: )leference Secti.?n II, P(lrt I, paragraphs a 

and b: 

a. Rec:lJJ1P.lenc\ re,o.listic flying hour progr.:tm be D.llccated· or, as an 

!'.ltGrn.'ltiv8, that units consist'Jntly overflying the Di, progr:un be Msign­

ed additional p"rsonnel and be given priority on a1rcrClft parts. 

b. Recummend that a study be made to determine the pr~cticnl­

ity of f'Jrming new units in-country and equiping theM with prcp".clmge(', 

equipment. 

2. (C) Signal: Hcfercnce Section II, Part I, pamgraph 3r.. Pe­

COI'1Jllrmd that the present system of requisiticming be inspected. Several 

sections· have reported difficulty in rf!ceiving r"'qu'.lstec! items through 

supply chtmnels. This would indic~.tc requests are not being properly 

processed. 

3. (C) Signal: Reforence Section II, Part I, paragraphs d and e. 

Recommend that tho high failure r.<:te of AN/ARC-54 Fl1 radio be replncen by 

a more reliable FH radio and that the floor mike switch bo se1<led against 

foreign p~.rticles (\t tho time of manuf1<cture. 

4. (U) Safety: Reference .')ection II, P,,,-rt I, pamgr.,,-ph a. Fe­

commann that every effort be made to ke'"p operationnl aviation units up 

to full strength in Vietnam. The possibility of fatigue as an accident 

cause factor, shouln be thoroughly researched by USABIlAR teams. 

c"... '/1':;'-;/"". / /'/ 
_ ... ~>'<flcl(.elj . ,lC,·jf·..( .Y-, 

EDI·TJ:.RD P. LllKERT JR . 
13 Incl 

LTC INF 
Cornrrillnning 
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!.VGD-CC 

SUBJECT: Orgnnizational Structuro 

.tl1ll1 

52d Cbt J.vn Bn - "FLYING DR.AGO!IS" 

52d Security Platoon 

119th f.sit· Hel Co ":.LLIGJ.TORS" 
"CRooS" 

545tb .Trans Det 

70th Signal Det 

94th Hod Det 

155th Aslt Hol Co "ST,~GECOi.CH" 
"Ff.LCONS" 

165th Trans Det 

208th Signal Det 

8th Med Det 

170th :'slt Hel Co "BIKINIS" 
"BUCCl.w'..ERS" 

405tb Trans Det 

44Sth Signal Dot 

755th Mad Det 

179th l.elt spt Hel Co "SHRIMPBOAT" 

402nd Trans Det 

344th I.vn Det (op) 

\ ,~~~d~(.(;77rt~~a;z;Ga~'\I;~;' '::J~+~r~,(a:-!N 
7 7 tll h Jf\J:1; ,{j!J,~i:'f" 

F o E 

en Philip C. Ashler 

VACI.NT 

}U~ Charlie P. Fleming 

Nlu! Richard B Stephens 

en Albert E. Fisoh 

cn David L. Heinborg 

M!~ Jessie E. Stewart 

HI~ Wilbur R. ldxter 

CWO Harold B. Percy 

Vl.CJillT 

MLJ Donald C, McCabe 

rIi~ Dilvid C, Whitworth 

cn Edwin R. Clubb 

N T A 
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6th Signal Dot 

57th /,sl t Hol Co IfGUJ)IJ.TCRS" 
If COUG:.RS" 

615th Trans ~t 

822nd Signal Det 
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Z SUBJECT: 

11 Unit. 

119th 

CJ 
155th 

rrl 
170th 

Z 
., 

--j 11l9th 

52nd * 

» Unit 

I 179th 

• 

DEPfJ\THENT OF THE .:.RNY 

HEWQUi.RTERS, 52D Cel-lEI.T INIl.TI()N B:.TTi.LION 

IJ'O San Francisco 96318 

"FLYTIm DRAGONS" 

Recapitulation of Flying Hours 

UH-1C 
UH-1D&H 

Honth J.vg Nr. Hours l.vg. 1.vail- i .. vg Nr. Honrs Avg. .t.vail':' 

Guns on Flown Hours ability Slicks Flmm Hours ability 

Hand Guns on hand Slicks 

f.UG 8 562 70.3 90.7 21.6 2012 93.1 93.2 

SEP 8 488 61.0 92.1 21.1 2112 100.1 85.6 

OCT 7.4 384 51.9 85.1 21.0 2167 103.2 86.0 

l.UG 8 427 53.4 96.0 22.0 1705 76.5 92.6 

SEP 8 441 55.1 92.7 22.0 1932 88.7 89.4 

OCT 8 552 69.0 93.9 21.6 1820 84.3 86.5 

i .. UG 8 335 41.9 80.1 22.9 1665 72.7 

SEP 8 520 65.0 89.1 21.1 2166 91.4 

OCT 7.8 589 75.5 90.1 21.0 2644- 125.9 

l .. UG 8 572 71.5 81.0 20.2 2038 100.9 

S"p 7 .1 473 66.6 93.8 19.8 2010 101.5 

OCT 7.0 524- 74.9 81.2 20.0 1678 83.9 

*************************J,.f
*{"(*,**********~~** . 

32.0 

I.UG 16 1415 88.4 

SEP 16 1028 64.2 

OCT 16 199 

I> Bn Total for AUG • 
NarE: Totals do not ,eflect. any statistics for the 57th ARC. 

5 ;!OVelJber 1 

Combined 
Total Coobined 
Hours f .. vg 

Hours 

2574 
2600 
2551 

2111 
2373 
2372 
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