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KEPRODUCED AT 1l NATLONAL ARGHLVED

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

HEADQUARTERS, 52D COMBAT AVIATION BATTALION
APQ San Francisco 96318
"FLYING DRACONS™

.-

AVGD-CC 6 Fobruary 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report For Mmarterly Period Ending 31 Jannary 1968 |

RCS~CSFOR |
TO: See Distribution

SECTION I - Significant Organizational Activities

1. (G) General: This report cevers the period 1 November 1067
through 31 January 1968, and is submitted in compliance with Headquarters
I Field Force Vietnam Regulation 1-3, dated 23 March 1967, and Headquar-
ters 17th Combat Aviation Group Regulation 1-3, dated 12 July 1967.

a, Mission: The mission of the 523 Combat Aviation Battalion
(Flying Dragons) is to provide aviation support to 18 Forces, Republic of
Vietnam Forces and Free World Assistance Forces in the IT Corps area, with
priority to the 4th Infantrv Division,

' b, Station Plan: The 52d Combat Aviation Battalion is stationed
at Camp Hollowsy, Pleilku, RVN, and is commanded by L¥C Rdward P, Lukert Jr,
Subordinate elements consist of the following vnits: (Detailed list of
detachments i1s showmn in inclosure 1.) '

(1) FHeadquarters and leadquarters Netachment - Pleil , RVH

(2) 57th Assvalt Helicopter Company - I ontvm, RN, FEqripped
with "H-TH and "W=1C(A) helicopters,

(3) 119th Assavlt Helicopter Company - Pleikw, RV™, Equip-
ped with H-1H and TH-1C(A) hélicopters. '

(4) 155th Assavlt Felicopter Company - Ran Me Thwot, RVN,
Equipped with "H-1H and "H-1C(A) heliconters. '

. : (5) 170th Assanlt Helicopter Company - Pleilv, RWN, ' Equip-

ped with "H-1H and 1"H-1C(A) heliconters.

(6) 189th Assavlt Felicopter Company - Pleiks, RVN, Equip-

ped with MH-1H and "H-1C(A) helicopters. )
(7) 179th Lssault Support Hellconter Company - Pleilw, RVY, ,.\@3‘5
Equipped with CF-474 helicopters, " ' w T‘_\‘&‘ )

(8) 355th Assault Support Helicopter Company (Feavw) - RO
Pleiltw, RVN, ZEquipped with CH-54 helicopters, < 2, (‘\6\ N
Ly Wy Q *

%
AR YA
¢. Type aircraft avthorized and on hand as of 31 J\a‘ﬂﬁ%.p}ﬂ\"lggﬁlb
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APTHORTZED ON_FAND
(1) TH-10(2) - 40 32
(2) TH-1C - 2 0
(3) MMH=1H - 115 92
(4) CH-47A - 16 13
(5) CH-54 - 9 3
(6) T-bA - 1 1
TOT AL 183 12T

(For a more detailed account, see inclosure 2.)

2. (C) Intelligence: The battalion S-2 Section published a Daily
INTSUM in November and Dscember, Starting 1 January the INTSUM was deleted
and & numbered Intelligence Bulletin was published with distribution to
Battalion units and selected Holloway Tenant 'nits, (See section II para 2)

a, Fnemy Activity: The enemy activity in the Central Highlands
was extremely heavy during the reporting period., Activity during the
oarly part of the peried was hcaviest in the Dak To area but shifted south
to the Pleiku arca towards the latter part of the period, The Pattalion
suffered losses both to persomnel end eqiilpment as a result of attacks on
its installations at Ban ¢ Throt, Kontum, and Camp Yolloway. Tntelligence
cstimates of the attack on Kontum on 10 Janwary 1968, and Camp "olloway on
26 Jenuary 1968 are included in the after action revorts attached as Tn-
closures 7 and' &, The first two attacks on Ran Me Thnot were both condvct-
ed by the 3013t Local Force Battalion. The first attack, on 7 Movember
1967, was initiated at 2340 howrs and lasted for 10 minutrs., From fortv
to fifty rounds of 82mm impacted within the 155 Mainteonance area, regult-
ing in 2 ships destroyed and @ damaged. Thern wore no casmalties. The
socond attack on 4 Janvary 1968, was initiated at 0320 and consisted of
270 to 25 rounds of 60mm and #2mm, satchel charses and B-40.rockets. Tarent
arain was the 155 Maintenance area and there were 2 shivs destroved and
11 damagod, 1 fire truck destroved, 1 fire truck damaged, Maintenance arca
destroyed and 2 jeops damaced., There werc no casnalties, The last twvo
days of the period saw the beeinning of an a'l ont effort bv the encmy to
either koep us tied down in place or to take and hold one of the Province
Capital cities, Of particular interest to this battalion were the hits
taken by Fotr-, Ban Mo Throl, and Ploiku, 411 threec installations were
undor atteck on these two days. Fesvy activitv continned into the next
period and comphrehensive anlysis is not yet possible,

(1) 1In addition to the hits on 52d Aviation Rattalion Install-
ations, other sigmificant itoms were; the Battle of Dak To (See incl &) the
rocket attacks of II Corps Hgs, Arty Fill, 71st Evac and 433 Sig on 20 Jan
68 and again on 27 Jan 68, tho Sapper attack on 937th ®ng Rn Compound on
21 Jan 68 and the ground attack against the citv of Pleiku on 30, 31 Jan 68,

(2) Sitwation:

(a) Kontum: The 24th MVA Regiment is located, with
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olemonts of the 174th NMVA Regiment in the Toumerong Base arca, north cest
of Dak To., The 66th VA Regimont and possible olemonts of the 174th NVA
Rogiment arc occupving positions west and north west of Dek To, The 4Cth
WVA irty Regiment is currently tnlocated in the tri-border aroa. Tho 304th
Local Forces Battalion is locatod approximatoly 15 ¥m northoast of Fontum
city., 'mlocated, btut last reported headod for a terget in the Fontum area
1s the 40%th Sepper Battalion, As of the close of the paried, the 24th
NVA Regiment is reportod massing north of Fontum City.

(b) Ploilr: Tho 4th Battalion, 95B Regiment rnd slements
of tho 5th Battalion are located anproximately 25 I VE of Pleilw City.
‘Eloments of the 5th Battalion are glso locatod in an aroa approximetely
15 ¥m East and South East of Pleikn City, The K101 Battalion, ©5B Roglment
is unlocatod, last bolicved in an area nprroxinatoly 25 Km Wost of Ploiku
City, Tho K=6 and possible the ¥-4 Battalions {of tho 32 NVA Rogt) last
contunotod at Dak To, havo moved soubh thromgh tho Ploi-Trap Valley and aro
boliciad located in an area approximately 15-20 ¥ms W of Pleikv City.

The 200th Arty Pn, on olement of the 40th Arty Regiment,was bolieved locat-
cd in the samec general ares, The H-15 Local Force Rattalion, last seen in
the in Khe eres,is helieved hending to the Ploiky arnn. The 407th Sanper
Bn ia cnrrently vnlocated in Pleil Provinco, The ¥-17 and X-18 Sanner
companics are currontly mloented,

(¢} Darlac: Elements of tho 33d 7% Rogimont arc cvr=-
rently operating hoth sowth and north (40 ¥¥) of Ban e Thvot, The 301st
Local Force Bathalion is wnlocated.

(3) Capsbilitics:

(n) Kontum: To attack in the DPnlc To arca with vp to 6
NVA Infantry Battalions svpperted by heavy mortar and rockets from the 40th
’rty Regiment., To attnck Kontvm City with vp to 3 regrlar Rattnlions of
the 24th NVA Regimont and 1 Sapnor Prttelion, the 408bh, Continmved inter-
diction of highwayisll vtilizing possible clemonts of the 24th NVA Rogiment
and the 304th Local Force Rattalion, o

(b) Pleiku: To attack Pleiku City with vp %o 5 N/ Bate
talions, 4th and 5th of the 95B and possibly, K4 and K6 of the 32d Regt,
sunported by artillory olements of the AOth Lrty Regiment, 1 Sapper Bn
plvs local units and guerrillas from VG districts 3, 4, ~nd 9. s an al-
ternatc course, vsing olements of both Vi Rosiments, condues mlti-Rn
attrck against Due Co, Plei i‘orong, or Plci Djcrang. Contimmows interdice
tion of highwavs 19E and 14N nsing ~loments of tho VC 39 district and the
L0th Sappor and ¥-15 Local Force Battalions.

(¢) Darlec: Conduct. a multi-Pn attack on Ran Me Thuvot
nsing elements of the 33d NVi Regiment, with local haragsment and inter-
diction of highways by the 3Mst Local Force Battalion,

b. Cround to eir firc was roported on gg oceasions rosvlting in

;ijhcﬁ,tyf\]' A7 7,11
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62 alrcraft hit, 3 crew membors killed and 25 crew mambors wounded in
action, Of tho aireraft hit 29 worc "H~1H's and 32 wore "F-1C's and 1 wasg
a CH=47, Altitudes of aircraft recoiving hits varied from 25 feet to
4,000 feot, Specifically 26 rocoived hits below 500 foet, 17 roceived
hits betweon 500 and 1000 feot, 14 hotween 1000 and 2010 feet, nud 5 above
2000 feet,

¢, The Intellisonce Section of tho 155th %51t Pel Co continues
to have the responsibility of gathering intelligence snformation on the
Ban Me Thuot ar:a and receiving roperts from local civilian egencies and
military organizations in the Psn Vo Thuot area,

d. The Intelligrnce Section of the 57th Aslt Uel Co in ¥ontum
hns effocted direct liaison with the Se2 advisory elements of Kontum
Ssctor Headquarters. '

c. Intellisence briefinms nnd indoctrinations wore ziven to the
newest membor of the Battalion, the 355th Weavy Holicopter Companw, sta-
tioned at Cnmp Holloway. A basic load of maps was vrovided tho Company,

3. (C) Operations and Training Activitios
a, Operations:

(1) Support: .The 52d Combrt iviation Brttalion{Flving Dra-
gons) supported numarons oprretions inclvding Mae Arthur (92 davs), Tran
Son I (7 days), Michaol (10 days), Co "E", 20th Inf (42 days), FOB-II (92
days), /RVN (92 dnys), CRID (4 days), Press Camp (66 davs), In nddition
aviation support wns orovided IT Corps Fas (92 davs), Co "R, 5th SFG
(91 days), 520 Arty Gp (91 days) and 17th Aviation roup (78 daws), 1In
goneral during the reported period, the "Flvine Dragonst svuported I Corps
with one Assanlt Helicopter Company and onse Assault Pelictpter Company
rimis. The 4th Tnfantry Division wms suprorted with two fAssault Felicop-
tor Companies, and the IT Corps ‘RVN with on issault Peliconter Company,
The percentazo of tho battalions 1ift capabilitr allocrted, by month, was
as follows: .

Newr DeC JAN
4th Inf Div - 66% 65% 63%
ERVY - 129 139 134
Other ~ 229 227, 2%,

(For dotalled scguence of significant events and statistics, sce inclosure
4; for a map of tho operational aren, sce inclosvre 5.)
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(2) Operational Statistics (1 ¥ov - 21 Jan 68)

CBT OTHER UH=~1H UH=-1C CHa4 74
SORTI®S SORTI®S HOURS#*  HOMRS®  HOTTRS*

85,319 43,228 29,391 7,527 3,597

TOT.L CARGO  A/C pAJcee -
HOMTRS# PAX TONS HIT DAM/DEST
40,515 175,270 21,380 62 120/22

CREM MFM  ENEMY STRUCT ~ MED SORTTES DRT.AY
INT/X**  KRA DEST EVACY  OR CXI, FOR WX
37/6 217 167 1,506 62

¥ Ldjusted DL Form 1352 time, .
¥# Tncludes resvlis of hostlle fire snd accidontas,

{3) TH-1K egnd TH-1C(A) Support: Diring Movember, tho ine
crensed demand for "H-1 aircraft, brought on by the Battle of Dak To, had
2 lasting effoct of thls battalions availabllity for the remalndor of the
reporting period, Demands made it necessary to rcinforce this battalion
with slemonts of severalunits within the 17th Combat fwviation froup. This
supnort extonded anywhore from a day to in excess of one week, (For a
more detalled analysis of this problem area; sec Soction II, Part I)

(4) 355th Assanit Holicopter Company (Heavy) arrival: The
main body of the 355th Lssmilt Helicopter Company (Fenvy) deplovad to
Victnem beginning 10 January 1968, and completed the move om 12 Janvary,
The company (-} was assismed to the 524 Combrt Aviation Battalion at Camp
lolloway, Pleikn, RVN, The TC4E equipment began arriving on 24 Jaavunry
1968, 4 small delegation from thc company was sent to i Whon teo orenn-
ize tho shipment of aircraft and equipmont to Pleilw, RVN, Tho remainder
of the company worked to corplote facilities prior to the arrival of
their cquipment,

(5) CH-474 Support: During this renortine period the de-
mand for CH-474 supnort in the Central Fighlands continned at o phenomennl
rate, Agnrin, it was necessary to reinforce the 179th ASPC with aircraft
from other units wlthin the 17th Combat iviation Grovp, for short noriods,

(6) 335th 4slt Wel Co: In mid-Novemher the 335th roturned
te the Central Highlands and Pleiku arca in support of the 1732d Aba Bdo.
Although COPCOW to the 173d, the 335th wns attached for ndministrntion and
logistics to tho 524 Cbt ‘vn Pn. The statistics rcflected in this report
do not include thosc of tho 335th Aslt Hol Ce.
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(7) Major Operations Supportod: The 52d Combat fviation
Battalion swpported oporations Mne firthur, and the Battle of Dak To dnre
ing the reported period., (For aviation support statisties of Dak To,
s00 inclosure 6. )

REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

(8) Yeather: During the wonth of November, tho weather was
characterized by hirh coilines, modorate winds and enod visibility.: Winds
werce predominately out of the VMR during this period, In late Docombor,
the winds beogan shifting to tho ENE bringingeoolor tomporatvres and oxeel-
lent flying conditions for the romainder of thg reporting peried, (For
moro dotailed moteorelogical data, sec 3nclosure L)

(9) Enomy ittacks: In tho prat quarter all vnits of this
battalion have beon attacked. Both NVA and VC units conducted attacks on -
Kontvm, Ban Me Thuot, and Holloway airfiolds. The enemy used 82mm mortars,
122 & 140mm rockets, sappers and Infantry assavlts during his campaiens,
(For detailed information on each attack see inclosure 7, &, and 9,)

b. Treining:

(1) During the reported period, the following subjects were
stressed:

(a) JAvintion Training:

1. Pre~flight Inspections
2. Rules of Encagement
2+ Instrument Trainine
4. Formation Flying
2+ Escape and Evasion
6. Monsoon Weather Procedvres
Z. Cam Ranh, Vha Trang and Saigon control ‘zone
Procedures
8, TWmersency Procedures
(b) Ground Training: .
1. Code of Conduct .o«
2+ Rules of Tngagement
3. (enevn Convention
4. (as Chamber Exercises
5. Viet Cong Tactics
6. TIrredinte Action Nrills
Z. Pines and Booby Traps
8. Security and Sentrv Duty
8. Yenpons Snfety
19, Familiarization and zero firing of individnal

‘weapons
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(2) Portinns of the ground training program have been elime
innted dvring this reporting period. This was primarily due to higher
Peadguarters assuming responsibility for the initial in-couvntry training,

REPRODUCED AT TILE NATLONAL ARCHLVEY
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(3) Instructor Pilots from the 355th ASHC(H) were sent to
the 478th ASFC(H), located at Mn Khe, for training with that wnit. This
training incluvded ground, flight, and operationel, procedures peculier to
these units,

¢. Research and Development: Drring the reporting period, the
524 Combat Aviation Battalion tnok part in a minimum number of evaluations
and no significant advances were made,

4e (C) Logistics
a. Class I: No sipnificant problems.

b. Cless II: Comrand emphasis’ placed on control and turn in
of excess equipment and conex containers thronghout the period,

¢, Cless ITT & TITA:

(1) Over 4,000,000 gallons of JPL used by the battalion
during the period,

(2) Molloway mininort relocated on the new heliport tn
vacate previous location for the 355th Assonlt Surport Felicopter Company
(Heavy). The 350 A™M POL purp provides ndequate pumping pressure over a

lateral distance of 810 feet,

(3) ipprovel was received from 1st Log Cormmand t5 rotain
the 3-3000 barrel POL storage tanks at Yolloway shovld the Class ITI
storapge facility be moved,

d., Class IV: WNo significant problems, Command emphasis placed
on class five accomtnbility and storage facilities during the meriod,

5. (M) Civil Affairs

a. The Battalion Civic Aiction Officer, the Bettnlion Chaplain
end volunteers from subordinate units 212 now engaged in civie nction
activities in five Montagnard villages in the battalion arsa of operations,
The battzlion continues to recsive rany boxes of so0ap, vitamins »né cloth-
ing from friends in the "S, 2As new persormel arrive, so do new sources
of donations, These itoms rre being distributed through villnse chiofs,
the Pleiku Province Fospital, the Evangolienl Fospital, nnd the Christinn
and Missionnry Alliance, The battalion conducts medieal assistance clin-
ics with emphasis on hvegiene; eg, washing nnd trenting skin diserders.

The Battalion Civic .ction Pund continues to receive donations from organ-
izations interosted in the prosram, (For r pictorial account of Civie
Action similar to that of the 52d, sce inclosvre 3, )
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b, T®mphasis in the Civic “ction Prosram is being placed on
estrhlishing channels of commmications between GV and the Montagnard
Chiefs, The Montagnards definitely prefer to work directly with the
Imericems, althovgh resistnonee to the idoa is present on both sides,
c. Specificnlly, the Chaplain contributed:
(1) Over 20 boxes of sheets, clothing, soap and drug items
wero received from churches and individvals in the States., These were

distributed for vse by the CMA missimnaries and the VNCS Clinic - Hognital,

(2) Two sewing machines found in the Special Services stor=
nge building wore given to the Pleikv Meontagnard Farm and Schonl,

(3) MApproximately 300 cases of surplus food from vnits at
Canp Holloway n~nd the PX warehouse were distribvted to the Montngnard
tribes through the CMA misslonsries,

{4) Tho Protestant congregation receivod specinl offerings
for the following causes: -

] (a) $668,95 1o Joerai Church for ceonstrunetion of library
and reading room,

() %50.75 to the Rible Societies of Vietnam.

{c) $80,00 t» tho CMA missinnarics at Ban Me Thuot for
the Montagnard Church vnder construction,

(5) The Catholic conrregntisn received $128,53 1n nffhrlnpq
for Gatholic migsionury activitios in the area. -

6. (C) Personnel
a. PIO activities dvring the peried Navember 1967 - .irmumr 1068,
(1} TFoaturc storios submitted: e
(2) Pictorial relenscs (homatown and in-country): 30
(3) Taped interviews: 23
(4) Formal press intervicws: 4
(5) MNowsmen and representntives svpperted: 48

(6} The "Dragon Fire" was rovived and inecronsed in sizc and
scope during this perled. It provides locnl news of interest and scloct-
cd news service itcms,




YhRLLnOOIrIEL)
] Auberity MNP 97 777 L
184 maRa 02 [ )14i4]

. \ ; :
CUNFICENTIAC
(7) The nightly report of daily aviation activities has
groatly improved during the peried, TImit PIO's are beginning te submit

better reports,thereby enabling the Battalion PIO to sntnit more effoct-
ive reports, '

REPRODUCED AT THE NATLONAL ARCHLVES

b. Special Services activities for tho period Nnvember 1967 -
Jamoary 1968,

(1) During the period, a total nf 506 cut of commtrv RER
quotas were roceived; of these, 396 were filled,

(2) 2 totrl of 6 in-covmtry RER cuotas were rocelved, 3 for
i and 3 for officer., This is a notable decrease from the lnst roporting
peI‘iOd .

(3) The arts & crafts shop as woll as the library have ox-
nonded to o seven dny a weok operation,

1

¢. LMwards and Decoratirns:

(1) Total mumber of awards and decorations subritted dwring
this perind are as follows:

MYLRD NIT'RER _SUB LSPPROVED
Silvor Star 22 n

. DFC - 477 1¢
Soldicrs Medal 6 3
Bronzo Star 36 28
Mir Modals 1487 2025
ACK 37 34
Turple Heart 14 . B
TOTA 1640 2127

d. DPersnnnel problems during the pericd November 1967 - Jemuary
1068, '

(1) Tho problems of receiving replacements in our eritical
MOS arons still oxists. VMost criticnl dvring the perind were holicopter
Toch Inspectors (MOS 67W), Aircraft ‘rmament Ropairmon (»0S 453), Potrol=
oum Storage Specialists (MOS 76W) and Cooks (MOS 94B). The shortage of
persannel in MOS 1iB continucs to be a matter of grave concern,

e, Command Changes:

The following new commenders assumed cormand on datos indi-
cated: ’
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COMMANDER TTT DATE

Maj Billy R. 7%oodall 155th 'HC 6 Nov 67
Mnj Eugene P, Malkoff 165th TC Det 6 Nov 67
Maj Joseph R, Compbell IITI 119th AFC 20 Vav 67
Maj feorgo E, Purnison 57th 'FC 1 Dec 67
Maj Mell I. Leva 189th AFC 2 Jan 68
*Maj Glenn E, Morgan 355th ASHC

¥Maj Willi~m H, Finds 622nd TC Det

NOTE: Docs not indicate date individuals assvmod command of respective
vnits, only whon they reported in-country as elemcnts of this crmmand,

f« Galn snd Lossos

(1) The following gains and losses nccured during the ner-
ied Vovember 1967 - Januvary 1968: .

(a) GAINS OFF M
November 18 212
Docomber 36 140
Janupary L2 114
(b) LOSSES OFF M
November g3 282
Cecenber 26 150
Tamary 28 164
(2) ¢ peosont the battalion is 298 M and.4Q officers ~nd

warrant officors twilos TORE strength,

g. Morale: The morale nf officor 2nd cnlisted personnel throvgh-
out the battalion eontimmcs to bo exceptionally high, This wvos due pri-
morily to the following:

(1) Maximum recognition frr job accomplishront thrangh
promotions, awerds and decorations and letters of approcintion.

(2) Liberal loave and R&R policies.
(3} Continually improving stonderds of liviag,
(4) Avialability of post facilities,

(5) Continual-indectrinatirn in jab verfrrmagce and mdssion
orientation,

10
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h., Relirious Activities:

T iy,

(1) Durin~ the quarter the Battalion Chaplain vag responsi-
ble for zll religious activities at Camp Hollowny and nt the operational
gitos., Protostant services wero conducted by tho Battalion Chaplain,

(2) Religious services were provided for the 155th ‘vn Co
in Ban Me Thuot on a weckly basis by the Protestant missionarics and the
Cathnlic Chaplain from MACV,

(3) Religious scrvices for the 57th ‘vn Co in Kontum were
provided by tho Protcstant Cheplein and the ARVN Catholic Chaplain,

(4) Catholic services for Camp Followay wore conducted each
Sunday by the PSAC Chaplain,

(5) Transportation was provided from Camp Followay to the
71t Evac Hospital Chapel ench Friday for Jewlsh personnel,

(6) The Protestant congregation contimes to attend the
hymn sinzs at the O compound cach Svnday. One cook ovt wns held leointly
with the CMA missionaries in Janvary.

(7) In November, a bus tour wias teken of all the missionary
institutiong of the Pleiku area,

(8) it Christwas time, scoveral packagos were recelved frfom
individuals and churches for distribution to men of the wnits.

(9\ ir Janvary, a regular planist/organist wes socured for
the Chapel, and £ cioir was started,

{10% Tu~ing tho quarter new lisht fixtures were installed
inside the shap:l, outside speakers wore erocted to play roligiovs mesic
on Svndey and 2t oiaer speclal times.

-

7. (1) PSYOPS

Tho battalion continucs supporting the Chin Hei and Hel Chanh
prograns, The battnlion werke jointly with the 4th Infantry Division,
distributing leaflets and in aerial sownd brosdcasts, Thesc activities
are programed in knovn or suwspocted enemy areas of operatinn end rre tho
responsibility of the PSYOPS Officer.,

8, (C) Safcty and Standardization
a., Standardizatipn: The Battalion gtandardization Pilot flew

24, eheck rides in November, 21 in Decombor nnd 14 in Janunry. These
chock rides are broken down as follows:

i
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(1) _5 STP (Strndardizatinon Pilot)
(2) _9 IP (Instructor Pilot)
(3) _7_AC (Mreraft Commander)
(4) 42 Owarterly check rides and in-country standardization
and orientation,

(5) _3 Post Accident Check Rides

Primary emphasis during all rides has been upon aireraft and omergoncy
procedurcs., Young aviators soon develop n high degree of proficiency bnt

may arrive at AC status withovt ever having a review of emergencv nroced-
cedures, This is an wnderlying cnuse of Mecomplacengy"and leads tn unnec-
essary low level flight, take-~off over ummecessary barriers, disrogard for
routes offering good forced landing areas, failure tn make precanticnary
landingsand tn execute successful autorotations. Dally committment of .
a1l flyablo assets precludes ndequate scheduled unit flight training,

b, Safety:

poriod was 24,6 for 40,515 flizht hours, . A1l were major accldents.

(2) MNovembor -~ Three accldents, rate; 21.6
(b) Dscember - Four accidents, rate; 27.3
(¢) Jamary -~ Threec accidents, rate; 23.8

i
|
(1) The acecident raﬁo (por 100,000 flight henrs) for this }
|
|
(2) The following cnuses (all were major accidents) nre sited,
fa) #391 22 Nov 67
“, TFOD
<. MYalintensnce error
2. Lock of forced landing sites-in 20 -
o0 #390 25 Nov 67
1. Matorial failure (swm genr shaft) ‘
2. Failure t~ exccutec successful antorntation
(c) #759 28 Nov 67
- 1. Crew crror, hit tree
(@) #577 6 Dee 67
Crew errecr

Fatigue

1.
2.
3« JPossiblo engine deficiency

(c) #219 16 Doc 67

1. Over londed

12
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2.

IR A
AN qor A

Possible engine deficlency
Poor scloction of flight rrute

20 Dee 97

7. Crew errer, hit tree
2. Fatiguc
Cat iR & Dac 67
D Uraw OrroT
2. Yoor judgament

() #0735

" poor oporating conditions (dust, crowded, no
contral)

6 Jan 68

1., Over londed

2. DOrow error :
(i) #1453 10 Jan 68

« . 3hort shaft failure

#E

Q

[ [P — LN
s Dring o
n

Ll
% Tack of forced landing gite in LAO -

24 Jnn 68

verwelght

2. denb IYR in dust

w peried an alr traffic flow pl~n hrs boen

devised for tn. Pleilku otmeselitan area, The plan, acce ted by the
e I8 ’ :
Tl

Mr Forco nnd ALL
implimentation,

; Dhvisim, 1s still being staffed prior to

(4% Tho eirficld at Followny has new improved runway mark-
ings, runsay lighting and a lishted niniport. Several.major dust areas
havo been prima-primed, ond saveral hazardous wires have been marked.

(£} A new Lwintdoa fecident oreventinrn SOP has been writteon

and a new Ground Safety ©C
boon consolidated int~ one
commanders span of contral
qualified perscnnel te éir

T i+ olama 5~ crmpletinrn, Bnth functinns have
office, This nction will nnt only reduce the
fo= sifaty matters, but will provide the best

cet the frovnd Safety Progream, The twe proprams

nornally overlap and irtegration should not create any major problens.

9, (C) Post Headquar

a, During this r
nermal operation and contd

ters (Camp Holloway)

eportiﬁ% perind, Post Feadguarters continved
med offrrt was oxponded on varioms projects

13
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with the goal of improving Post Hoadquarters and Defense Structures:

(1) WIgh ~r suacroass in availability of materiel the peri-
moter 1lirht project inde couvidoralile progress durlng the period, Approx-
imntely 50% of the aystom i operatlonal and approximatoly 307 is cur-
rently in vse, The majcr problon ercmmberad during the period wes the
inabllity to gt 2 coave ilso o gwamp to ercet light poles, This problem
was solved by siing toodineg €h: poies with n TH-1H holicopter.

{2) The #15th Eagineor Tattalien ceontinued to progress on
the 70 pad Chrislmas Trec Feliper’, FProgress was doloyed due to incroascd
Cambat Fngincer suppnrh and emergoncy road werk during this period, Esti-
mated complotisn date s new i Varsh 1968,

b. Tha Airfiold Operations Detachment was reorganized under a
new TO&E., Thers were changes in personnel and equipment with the major
change being %he vperading of the Commander from Captrin to Lioutenant
Colonel,

10, (C) Sipgnai

a. Dial telepnonc sorvice was installed at. Camp Holloway during
the month of Decembor, Although this system is not complete, all major
staff sectirns and comprnios have dial. telephone service., This now dinl
systom has groatly inecrensed the quality of tolophone service and reduced
tho t'moc noedod te plaze ealls,

b. Two types ~f telophono sarvice have been inatalled. Class A
and C service. Class & survice gives tho subscribers access to the long
distenee tolephone systom, A1l major steff gectiom and crmpanies have
Class & dial sarviso, This ia espe:izlly important in an aviztien battal-
ion where units are sewarzabted and cperabe ovor a large gengraphical area,
Class C sem=ce within th-. “loiku area has provided faster service for
subseribera 2t Ganp Follovey who still do met have dial telephenos.

¢c. Tho dinl telachene system will ewventually replace the Camp
Holloway AM/TTC-7 swiichbonrd, Existing dial tclephones at Camp Felloway
have groatly redues? the ameunt of traffic handled by the Hellowny switch-
boerd. This in turn hos provided faster switchbonrd service for snbseri-
bors at Camp Followay wio still de nnthavé dial telophones,

&, VFF radi. reley-carrier commmunications are prasently bheing
used to link Cwp Holioway with tre 155%h SFC nt Ban Me Thuot and the 57th
LHC at Kontum. Dircct XT3 to *“hnse companies has groatly improved com-
mand and administration betweon 523 CAB end these twn companies, s soon
ns the new AN/VSC-2 or AN MRC-119 rading are issued tn these ermpanies a
more reliablo voice commuuicatirng net will be osteblished,

0. The new AN/VSC-2 HF/RIT radio has proven to be a roliable
and useful pieco of equipment, This S$38B radin hes provided the battalion

14
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with a reliable means o E}LO cOHWunicE;;ons with the 1$Eh Avintion froup
Hendquarters, Previcos radina wiilined were not as reliable and voice
comminicatice s oftern waai and distorted.

£ Mhp N2 or ANATLLTIC radlo set will be issned one ench
per aviation cb“pﬂrt A8 saun g Whey rvive within the commond, These
radios will nebt with sncll other £ provide an HF fet between battﬁ1ion
nnd ccmpany operatzons.

11, (U) Mretaft Maintenana-
a, Meintenance Statistics:

TH=1H UHE=1C CHE=47A

Mreraft Authorized - 115 40 16
AfC hssigned (AVG) = 18 6 13
Availability Rate =~ 80,8 75.7 58.1
A Rate = ' 14.'? 15.7 28.8
EDP Rate - 3 6 5.6 13.0

(For detniled statigtical data, see inclosure 10)

b. Des be the dnerense in enemy attacks on vnits of thig brttal~

ion availakility nne drovned to some extent Powever, after attnck repairs

end round ta» ~lock raintenance hes kept the aveilability nt a phenomenal
rate. lore specifice aore presented in Section TT,
12, () Flizht Surpoon
T er*na e .1qt three mnnths the Camp Followny Despensary

has been amra ing 0, catpatients -=isits per meonth while supporting a-
bouu -.y\d\l(t ]"-‘: ;C ;\.-l

. Thers heve Meen no significent ontbreaks of wmsual or epld-
amir Aizeases durins th: prst reportine period. T'pper respiraforv infect-
jonu, van.veal ilzeases end dermatclovical conditions are the most ore-
vailant disuassc. Tie rte for these diseases have remained about the
game mench ©o Lomuh "fﬁ the sxception of an upsvr~e in TRI during Novem-
ber.

3. T2 gloiiieant aviation medicine nroblem is nviator fntiguse.
This prehize corced b solved untdld sufficient avintors nnd egqnipment are
ar. Tietnam, ‘wiators sre awtomrticnlly erommded at

aveilable ror rss
140 howrs by 1? 3¢ ceivany and nilowed to fly 1f the mission dictntes
only if cleures I*r *l.e flirht svrgeon,

SRCTIOY IT - Cormanders Obdervetions and Recommendations Part T, Chserva-
tions (Lessons Learned)
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1. (C) Int@li\wthN F E F N T ‘ AL

e Jtem: Daily INTS'M

Discungsion: The Daily INTSM pnblished by the Battalion S-2
Sectinc congisted of, for the most nar, 2 listine of contacts, neent re-~
pexiz, ¢te, extracted from INTSUMS pu: lished by varions "2 sections in
thae Yiejku, and Kentum aren. A time #tudy revenled that preparation and
publication of the INTS™M cost vpwards from three {32) hours daily. Coord-
in-~iion with adjacent and higher henduuarters subscribers revealed that
they were merely receiving fro- this Battnllon, seversl days later, itoms
that they had already prblished, Conrdination with swbordinerte svbscrib-
ers revealed that a daily listing of Corps wide contacts, incidents, agent
reports, etc., was of no benefit to companv size aviatlon nnits.

Observation: & nvmbered Intellipence Bulletin containing
Flph Hazard areas, 24 hour weather forecast, alreraft Shot Ats, and a dis-
cussion of current enemy capability and probnble course of nctlon, would
parform a much more beneficlal sorvice,  Bulletin wns initinted 1 Jan 62
and time saved by not preparing and pnblishing the Corps wide listing,
was vsed to prevare the more comprehensive "Discrssion Section”,

»2. I} Operations
o, Stom: Bomb Crater Landing Zonos

Jscussion: The use of the bomb erater landine zones in-
creascd ‘43H3fiu“Q513 during the past gquarter., During the pnst several
rmonthz this bati~lion has oxperimented with the use of these landing zones
on mauy mirr operations, However, during the Battle of NDak To, it became
an opeiraticnal necesslly to use them in nlmost every airmobile oporationm,
The Serrain wivvdn b .Hantz AD (Zalk o) is characterized by double and
tripla CARROTL feezla, taiisk undergrowth, and 200 -~ 30NT trees; landing
2075 Are Almost roneszistant, Secking the uwtmost in airmobile flexibhil-
ity, the 1,3, Ai: Fuiec vas frequentiy cnlled upon to develop helicopter
landing avcaz, . poerorr this task hey emploved the use of several 750
mad 1,000 psoad toet s concentrated dnto a small nrea. ™fortunstely
prec et ol : -‘3Jwiqucs precivénd nuy two bombs from falling into the
RN .+ 0d tre bombs fell onto steep slopes in the terrrin, leave
ing large gapiiaz ° WL,v that were vnusable for helibornoe operstions, Tt
was foud thet af :;ﬁ“, only one ship landing zones covld bs exvected.
Howaver, aven %reze .2l the one sinpgle tree or stump in the wrong placo,
reguirtig oo ohis v hover at 15 - 20 fect to discharge its passenpers.
The vrdavrabiings 507 this is obvious; personnel injuries, rotor blade
atrikes srne 2o vy ancidents rates went sparing, :

O

e A mrir .

It brosdens the on Jloyment of helicopter forces immecastrably, Fowover,
extonsive 1Wp40J3“a1tS mist be made in both delivery technigves and the
type ordinance used, The uvse of h=1E alrcraft equipprd with 2,000 pound
deisy cutters, hes been the wost effective in this arca, This is primar-

tbseryation: The basic concept of this technique 1s excellent.
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ily dve to the Increase in accuracy by slower deliverv speeds and the
ineroarec effectiveness of the 2,000 pound daisy cutter, "nfortunately
the iorh shackles on this airceraft were fonnd to be unsafe to carry this
lead, ard the use of this type of ordmnance was discontinued,

b, JTtem: Dust Hazards

Discussion: During this reporting period several incidents
have cecurred as a result of dust hazards. These incidents have ranged
frow the close~call category to the major accident. Operational require-
ments compel contimued usage of the mwmerous simi-improved airfields
located in the Central Hichlands, This fact alone does not always create
the hazardous conditions, These conditions norrmally arise with the select~
ion of these sitos for major operations, With this selection comes s vast
armaca of men and equipment to an airfield never designed to accomodate
the ircreased traffic, The area is quickly loveled by bulldozers and
vehicular wraffic over the dirt roads i1s donbled. In addition, the in-
crcaco of air traffic aggravates the already hazardous dust conditions.

Obsorvation: Obviously it would not be tactically sound to
make major improvements to an airfileld prior to a major operation, Fow-
ever, if immediato engincer assistance could he made available, many of
the dust groblems would never occur, Immediate construction of necessary
road nets wounld preclvde the taxi-ways from becoming mejor highways for
resuprly. lelipads and hoavy traveled roads should be peneprimed as soon
as posaliez t~ further improve the arna, In most cases if the ahove
improvesanls 20uld be made early in the operation, the dust problem could
alncey 5o @iminatad, '

¢, Item: Labte Releases by Support "nits

Discrssion: This unit is still encountering a recrrring
problem of supported ground vaits failine to rclease their C&C and ro-
supply alrcraft at the appointed time, Aircraft have heen rcleased as
late as 2100 hours which in several instances has contrimted to crew
fatigus, delayed intermediate inspections, and late arrivals for other
missions assigned the aireraft, '

Obsorvation: Aircraft scheduled to be released at a specific
time should be relcased at that time. The supported unit shomld be made
aware of the problems incurred by their failure to observe the rolease
time,

d. Item: Low Level Approaches in Support of Clandestine Recon-
naissanse Operations.

Discussion:’ On numerons occagions this battalion has been
required to perform the covert infiltraticn of reconnalssance teams into
arcas known or suspected ancmy activity, as well as effecting the ex-
filtration of these units, ofton wnder fire, The clendestine natire of
those opcrations created a requirement for recounaissanco at altitude
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scvoral days prior to the infiltration, and inscrtion during those
hours of limited visibility, »tilizine technionas which would rinimize
tho possibllity of enemy dotection. A covert exfiltration was also re-
quircd to limit the oxposure of the oxfiltration aireraft to cnemy fire,

Obsorvation: It was dotermined that the best technigue to
perform this mission was a low lowel approachy controled throughont its
cenduet by an aireraft at altitudo., The command aircraft is positioned
gn that visunal contact with the primarv landing zons can be effected.

With both the landing zone and the infiliration aircraft in sisht, the
corand aireraft dircets the infiltration aireraft to tovchdown u1th tho
L%, It was fennd that the infiltration pllot nécd not have seen the land-
i.g gone prier to the flight, The sarme procedwre is vsed for exfiliration
.2l emergoncy cxbraction, with the nxception that the reconnaissance teams
1:lect the pickup site, and idontify their location to the commend ship

7 the vse of panncls, signal mirrors, or sroke.

-t

e, xuem: Dally CH-A7 Operational Commitments
Discussion: During this pericd, as with the lnst, the battal-

ion has had to fly many loads to areas where airfields are availeble. The

number of sorties involving rmoves of the supnorted rnits continue to in-

crense. There have been many instances where the loads were not "CHeA7"

loads in that the weight was far below the desired 7,000 pounds. 17lso

the Chinook is still being used for londs thot are canahle of belng car-

ried by smaller, less expensive aircraft. Many hours of CH=47 {lyine tire

are still beins vsed to transport units to an area accessable hv roads.

In rmost cases these areas are but a few milrs from the rasupply point,

Ohservation: The Chinook shonld scldom he msed in flying
loads into arzas whers airfields are available, With improved planning
and ¢rordination, fixed wing aircraft aro svailahle for thcse nissions.
Continued oemphasis must ba Dlacod on the requircment for reduvciune sorties
in vnit moves. 'nits should monitor all Chinool sortics and:-make certain
thet the loads are as close to 7,000 pounds as possihle or tht thev are
ot least an item that a smaller Plrrrﬂft canot carry. Everv effort should
be made to vtilize the existing road metworlk for unit movement 2nd resyn-
plv of vnits th~t are accessable by roads,

f. Item: Flying Four Progranm

Discussion: DMwring the reportins period a scries of inevi-
tablé eircumstances led to some interesting develonmnnts. ™Te to the
maxirum support effort of thisorsanization durins the Dak To campaigu,
rost Dak To aireraft availability was vastly decreased. FHowewver, cven
with tho loss of aircraft, vsing units appoared to be functioning morral-
ly. Scrme investigation of this metter revealed, that when aircraft werc
only evailable for a few hours, wsine. coﬂmanders became keenly aware of
his aireraft utilization, PFissions well well plenned and oreanized to
achieve the maximum, with the allotted time.
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Observation: Considering the above; a possible soluvtion
to the present shortage of rission rendy aircraft is aprarent, A closely
monitored, five hour flylng day for other than tactical reguiroments,
could be ostablished, This shovld be sufficient svpmort in alrmost every
case, Exceptions to this rvle covld be taken on a migsion basis only.
This wonld keep blade time st a minirmum, and allow for sorely needed deay-
1icht maeintenance, If additional administrative time is noeded on .one
d~y, an equal epovnt of grovnd time should be allowed the follosing day.

REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCILVES

g. Item: Sapper Attacks

Digecnssion: During the roporting periocd assavlis on thls
“ibalions instmlletions havo inerrased consideralbly. In almost every
i-.stance the eneny has succasefully employed the nge of sappors., Analysis
o7 after action reports clearly indicate, that damage snffered at tho

2ands of the sapper far exccode that of the damaco cavsed by mortars.
-t P e
QObsorvationt In an attempt to roduce the effectivenoss of
tae sappers, new precautions have heen takon, WNew ~nd strategically
pinced positions have been constrvcted in the eircraft parking areas.
mes0 positions are automatically mannod when the units arc placcd on
fifty per cent alert, Persouncl *n these positions are to ston the sap-

per beforc thoy have the time to place their charges.

3. (C) signal
a, Item: Shortagzo of Maintcnance Tlont Fﬁ, UHF, VHF RT TTnits

Discussion: Mailntensnce float B, TWHF, VHF RT units never
scon to reach the 52d CAB Avionics Shop. Tquipment hrs beon released by
the 58th Transportation Bn and never arrlved here. . .

Observation: The close Jiaison with the gumporting facilitwy
15 often necessary in order to detcrmine whether parts have heon shipped
and to which location. c

b. Ttem: Shortaze of APH-5 Parts ) s

Discussion: The Avionics Shop has cxnerianced oreet diffi-
enlty.in rocoiving parts for the APP-5 protective helmet. "ccording to
the Avionics News letter prblished by the 3.th fencral Supnort fromp,
these repalr parts are in corntry. Repalr parts for the APH-5 oftcn take
more than sixty days to receive on an 02 priority.

Ohservation: That immediate nction ig received if reonisi-
tions nro carricd to 34th Ggneral Svpport frovp.
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4Le ()  Maintenance
d. Ttems Revetments

Discussion: The value of revetments in heliconter main-
tenance arcas can not be minimlized. The last four attacks azainst units
of this battalion havo becn concontrated against maintensnco arcns, The
enery has used mortars, rockets, and hand carried sapper charges or. a
combination of all three, In general, the maintenance areas offor the
lavger structuros, the greator concentration of eauipment and aircraft
and are lightod at night. In addition a svccessful attack limits a
mits maintenance repari capabilities. Whon aircraft are revoted a mor-
tar rownd landing outside a rovetment will couse dnmage to a single ship
111 usually only to tho erea extending above the revetment, Extensive
damage to main rotor, tail rotor, and pylon assemblv (TH-1) is often in-
ﬂorred however, this is wsunlly repairable, When a helicoptor is not
revcted which 1s frequently trve in crowded maintennnece areas, a round
falling gono distsnece away will cause extensive damage., Alreraft in
this situation suffer considerable sheetmetal, wiring and window damage
vwhich requires much time and effort to repnir. Even in case of fire a
ravetment will confine the damage to onse aircreft which is not the crse
vhen unreveted ships are parked some distance apart, The tendency of
naintenance personnel to pork the aircraft ns clogse to the work area as
possible is a common error,

Observation: TRevetments should be as high as practical and
long encugh to protect the full length of the ailrcraft, FExtra revetments
should be constructed in maintenance area in anticipation of penk input
of aircraft, Consideration should also be given to parking 2% tons trucks
on the open side of the revetments this also giveg dispersion to vehicles,
vhich are also prime targets of the enemy,

b, Item: Radio Retrofit Program {(Project ZYR)

Discussion: WH-1 aircraft continve to be received without
tho KY-28 rotrofit being completed. This program places an additional
barden on maintenance, administration and operations. This unit hns
had two eircraft at a time in Project ZYR for six month, This is two
aireraft that con not perform a mission,

Observation: The retrofit on new aircraft should be accomp=
lished in CONTIS before they are sent to RVY,

ce Jltem: Repair of Helicopters Lfter At*ack

Discussion: Followinz n concentrated ground atiack on a
helicopter unit thers will be n considerable amount of shoctmetal renair
to bo performed, uswally beyond the capabilities of the unit, The unit
will often times be reluctant to turn work over to support maintenance

to repair knowing that glven enovgh time they can makc the repairs them-
sclves,
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Obgervation: 'pon notification of an attack the support
maintenance unit should be proparod to provide a sheetmetal reonir
team., In the case of extensive aircraft destructlon a contact toanm
should be provided to assit in classificetion, inventorving and exped-
itious processing of aireraft to supporting maintenance., Tnit mrin-
tenonce porsonnel should be oncouraged to turn is ns much work as pos-
sible to their support and not to get tied up in major repair projects,

REPRODUCEL AT 'THE NATLONAL ARCHLVES

d. Item: Armoment Capabllities

Disoussion: Due to the lack of armament personnel (9 on
haé of 35 anthorized) assiemed to the units at Camp Wollowny (3 AFC and
1 .SHC) oonsideration is being given to establishing a consolidated
awmament shop., This will provide a pooling of peraonnel end physical
TOSOoUrcos.

Observation: Whon an ndequato physical facility is located
and a qualificd shop commander is fovnd, this consolidation will take place.

c, Item: Dispersal of Vehicles and Equipment

Discussion: During January this battalion lost numerous
vchicles and equipment, This combat damege was incurred by satchel charges,
and could as well have been by mortar fire,

Observation: By diapersal of equipment the number incurring
damaze would havo becn roduced, Compound areas do not lond themselves
for wide dispersal, also sccurity of oquipment cannot bo maintained with
wide dispersementi The equipment can bo spread throunghout the compound
and eliminate congestion, When possible, rovetted areas should be pro-
vided for prime oquipment ie,, Wreckers, Fuel Tanker ~nd Alreraft Service
vohicles., Maintcnance shop areas should never be allowed to becomo con-
gosted nt night, During good weather most maintenanco can be performed
by oporators within assigned parking areas. '

Ll

5. (7} Aviation Snfety
a. Item: Torclgn Cbject Damage

Discnasion: TForelgn object dnmage (FOD) was identifiod ns
s major cavse of engine usaze. ° request for assistance is the degign of
s "last chance" filter for thc T-53-L13 enpine installation was requested
of MSABAAR., In nddition the units have been instructed to perform a
last chanco inspection of the sand and dust seprrator and plenum chamber
area.

Obsarvation: TFallure of thce sand and dust scparator to stop
FOD and increased-night Tmintonance are believed to bo the primary causes
(Seo incl 11)
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b, Ttem: Accident Cause Factors

REPRODUCED AT THE NATLONAL ARCHLVES

Discussion: Tn our continuing sesrch for accldent cavse
factors an analysis of the Crash Facts Message Tile was made. (See incl
12 from 1 Jun 67 to 22 Dec 67 time of analysis). The 41 events lead to
the following conclusions. First, that there were no nccidents, inei-’
dents, forced or precautionary landing from (700 - 0920 hours, Second,
thot 67% of the major accidents occurcd after 1500 hours or during the
1ast 25% of the normal flyina dey.

Cbservation: It appears that aviator fatigue may be more
closely related to the number of hovrs flown in one day than it is
r~lated t0 flying time per month, Consideration for a 5 hour non~tact-
tenl mission flying day ond a 1700 hour aircraft releass timo has been
rogquested, This will not only provide for aviator fatigue provention,
but will provide some deylight hours for mnintenance.

¢, Item: Maintenance Personnel

Digecvssion: The fatigue factor of maintenance persounncl is
also serious. Contimious daily committment of £lyine assests beyond the
flying hour progrrm and the shortage of skilled personncl, especlelly
supervisors, camnot help but effoct the ovality of malntennnce,

Obscrvation: The aireraft are flying moro and more hours
then programmed, Trained maintenance personnel become fewor and errc for-
cod to work longer snd harder under poor 1lighting (or nonec at all). The
inovitable resuvlt can only lead to mistakes and accidents, We must
either reduce the flying hours and forco the user to improve his usc of
the nircraft and increase the mmber of maintenance personnel or accopt
lowor standards and high nccident rates.

ART II:. .Rocommendations:

,’f &~1, (C) Operations: Reference Section II, Part I, para a, b, ¢, 0, T,

. L a. Recommend increased use of the 2,000 pound daisy cutter for
this type operation. 1In addition, that tho neccssary modificrations be
mede on the A-1E aircraft be made to carry the lerger loads,
b, Recormond closer direct liaison between the major avintion
unit and enrincer support wnit concerned, prior to the cormencement of a
major operation in the vicinity of an airfield,

¢. Recormend command omphasis bo placed on the absolute nocess-
ity of scheduled relesase times being honored.

d. Recommond a study be mode to determine the reason behind the

phonomonal increases in sorties for battallon moves, In o2ddition, thnt
raquests for CH-47 support be clesely ronltored,
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e. Rocommend a study be conducted to dotermine a roalistic fly-
ing hour prograrm, that would meot operational roquiroments =~nd increase

nocded sround time for aviation wvnits,
&

2. (C) Signal: Reference Scction II, Part I, para 3b, Recormend
preaent system of requisitioning be inspected, Several sectimms still
report difficvlty in receiving regnested items through supply chamnels.
This would indicate requests are not being proporly vrocesses.

3, (1) taintonance: Referenco Section II, Part I, para 4b.

Rocorrend futvre ncquisitions of aircraft bo retrofited during
production,

L. (M Safety: Reforonco Sectinn JI, Part I, para 5a.

a. Recommend irmediate implomentation of a "last chance" filter
for the T-53-113 engino, That tho snnd and dvat separator inspection
be emphasized to other aviation units with similar difficvlties in this
aroa. .
b, Recommend a study boe conducted by n TSABLAR tearm crencorning
the fatigue problem. Thls should encompass both nvintors and melntennnce
persomncl, In addition, that airer~ft utilization be monlitored for a
possible increase in daylight maintenance time,

o ..'7/ : e

12 Incl ' EDMARD P, LUKERT JR. .
- as LTC . Inf 7
Comranding

23




LT NI NI,
] ey ANP 17 7711
1 BT mnra 0z2  D4f4]

REPRODUCED AT ‘[HE NATLONAL ARCHLIVES

CONFIDENTIAL

DUPADTMENT OF THE ARMY
FEADOARTERS, 52D COMBAT AVIATION BATTALION
APO San Trancisce 96318
"FI.YING DRAGORS!

AVGD~CC 31 January 1968

SUBJEGT: Organizational Structure nf 524 Cbt Lva Bn

TRIIT : COMMANDTR
52d Cbt Avn Bn - "FLYING DRAGOWSH LTC REdward T, Lukert Jr,
524 Security Platoon 1/Lt Breman W, Baker
57th Aslt Bel Co - "GLADIATORS" ¥M.J George L. Burnison
"COUGARSY
615th Trans Det MAJ Wiles C, Clark
g22nd Signal Det W01 Warvey Baker Jr,
119th Aslt Hel Co - "ALLIGATORSH MAJ Jogeph N, Campbell TITT
HCROCS™
545th Trans Det CI'T Thilip C, fshley
9th ¥edionl Det CFT Valentinn Menis
70th Sienal Det CW3 "loyd V. Gavison
155th Aslt Fel Co - "STAGRCO:ACHY ¥rJ Billy R, Goodall
TFALCONSY s
165th Trons Det ¥&J Twgene P, Malkoff
8th Medical Det CI'T David L, Veinberg
208th Signal Det CT'T Albert B, Fisch
170th Aslt Hel Co = "BIKINI3" MAT Jessic E. Stewnrt
WBICCANTRERS!
405th Trans Det MAJ YHilbur R, Mixter
755th Medical Det o CPT Davic¢ L. fcus
 448th Signal Dot o CW3 Harold B, Tercy

\NCR )
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179th £slt Spt Hel Co -~ "SHRUIMPBOATM

402nd Trans Det

189th Aslt Hel Co - "GHOST RIDES!

"AVENGFRS"
604th Trans Det
6th Signal Det
344th Avm Det
355th Aslt 3pt Hel Heavy

662nd Trans Det

CRLLAOOINID U

1 Aatery NP 97 7771

1 By KT NARADxa | -484]
T ! A
i\J U ﬂ—x|lﬂ

MAT Tonnld ¢, Macabs
MAJ David C, Whitworsh

MAT Neil I, Teva

MAJ Richard D. Coldwell
1/%t -James R, Conley
LTC Rcbert D, Craig Jr,
MAJ Glen ®. Morgsan

MiJ Willlam H, Hinds
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DEPARTMENT CF THE ARMY
FEADQUARTERS, 52D CQUBALT AVILTION BiTTALICN
PO Ean Francisco 96318
WFLYING DALGONsn

AVCL--C% ' 5 February 19

SUBJECT.  nmecapitulaiion of Flying Hours

JHA 0 UR-1# L Combined
__] NNii Menta o wvg Pr. Hours Avg.  Avail.. Lvg ¥r, Hours hAvg. fvail~ Total @ Combined % of
ftaans on Flown Hours abilivy  Slicks Flown Dours ability Hours Ivg '
L Guns — onlend ~  Slicks ____Howrs _ Prog.
— 5rEh e < 1,66 58.3 63.0 21,0 1622 772 76 let:1: B A3y 120%
— Dan 4 605  75.6 68,0 21,0 2456 117.0 73 3061 105.6 176%
dan 5,7 359 52.0  50.0 18.5 1928 104.2 63 2287 50.0 150%
<2 119%th Nov 7.2 L% 57.5  $0.0 20,5 2176 106.2 86,4 2672 96.5 162%
Ui Dec 7.4 438 5%.2 8.1 20,1 1545 76,9 60,8 1983 2.1 119%
dan 8.4 aoL  63.1  &.6 9.0 1626 23,6 1.6 2030  19.9 133%
Cdoooin v 741 WML 583 7.9 20., 1948 95,5 91.8 2362  85.9  143%
— Dac o L30 71.7 80,6 20,0 1827 91,4 87.4 2257 86.8 14L5%
L Jan & 461 76,7 92,3 17.5 1591 90.3 83.4 2052 87.3 14,6%

=~ Vit Moy o3 519 69,2  77.0 18,7 2397 123.4 8, .1 2826  107.8 . 180%
e 2 62k 79.3  &e.7 18,9 2518 133,2 8,.2 3152, 117.2 1944

) cen el 5,0 €9.2  Bi.1 18,6 1972 i0o.u 73,6 2512 95,2 159%
O i&sa fov 7.4 575 77.3 89.% 20,2 1809  £9.6 83.2 2385  86.4 144
Dae 75 556 71,8 CL.9 20.2 2182 108.0 80.3 2728  98.1 164%

Jan 8.0 639 72,9 §£5.0 18,0 1884 104L.7 7.1 2523 97.0 162%

B e e B kI e e e e e s S

520 Nov  37.2 24T 63.5 13-4 100.8 9862 97.8 2.6 12333 89.4 149%

Dec  37.0 2653  F1.7  80.6 100.2 10528 105.1 81,1 13181 95.3 159%

Jan 35,5 243 67.7 68.2 82, 9001  98.4 76.9 11404 89,1 148%
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