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SUBJECT: ifter fAction Report, Operation ¥AC LRTHUR (AO SPAATZ), 25 Oc-
tober -~ 30 November 19467

TC: Sec Distribution

1, (C) GENERAL: This report covers Operation MAC ARTHUR (40
SPAATZ) in tho vielnity of DAK TO, Kontum Province, Republic of Vietnam,
for the period 25 October ~ 30 November 1967,

a. Command Headquarters, The command headquarters, from the
standpoint of aviation operations, was the 17th Combat Aviation Group.

b. Mission., The mission of the 52d Combat Jviation Battalion
(FLYING DRLGONS) was to provide aviation support to the lst Brigade, 4th
Infantry Division and it's attached and supporting elements within the
confines of A0 SPAITZ (see incloseure 1).

¢, Participating Units.

(1) Units organic to the 52d Combat Lviation Battalion,
commanded by LTC Edward P Lukert Jr, which purtlcjﬁated in Cperation KL
IRTHUR, are as follous:

Headquarters, 52d Combat Aviation Battalion

57th Lssault Helicopter Company ot

11Sth fLissault Helicopter Company

155th fissault Heliconter Company (-)

170th fssault Helicopter Company .ot
189th lLssault Helicopter Company {(-)

179th Lssault Support Helicopter Company

(2) Supporting detachments organic to units in paragraph
lc(1), which supported the operation, were:

545th Transportation Detachment
70th Signal Detachment

94th Medical Detachnent

405th Transportation Detachment
448th Signal Detaciment

755th Medical Detachmont

402nd Transportation Detachment
604th Transportation Detachment

AARNCINENTIADN
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fth Signal Detachment
615th Transportation Detachment
822nd Bignal Detachment

(3) 4dditional aviation support elements, CPCOJ to the 52d
CiB during Operation LiLC [ATHUR, were: -

Cun Platoon, 192nd .ssault Helicopter Company
180th Lssault Support Helicopter Compony
196th lLssault Support Helicopter Company
213th lLassault Support Helicopter Company
243rd Lssault Support Helicoptcsr Company

2, (C) INTELLIGENCE:

a. INTSUES pertaining to Operation HLC [RTHIR were published as
early as 15 October 1967, containing repoerts showing the build-up of enc-
my forces in preparation for the Battle of DiX TO, Howover, taken as
thay oceurrcd, the reports wore not significant until on or about 29 Oc-
tober whon they began to indicate a pattern.

(1) During the period 15-21 October, there werc soveral re-
ports of small arms fire directed at alrerals in an area 20 rilometers
(km) northeast of DAK TO., TLH CLNE City (4 lm northeast of DiK T0) ro-
coived 5 rovnds of mortar fire,

(2) 2229 Cctober, contact was made with an unidentified
company size unit 8 km southeast of DiK TO. Heavy trail building activi-
ty was reported 30 km northwest of DiK TO. /[n agent reported that a 4000
mon force would use the trails indicated to move into XONTUM Province,

(3) From 30-31 October, an agent reported the 24th NVL Re~
giment in an area 25 km northwest of DLK TO, 4 Speelal Forces vehicle
hit a minc 12 km nortlwest of DLK TO. ot

(4) During the period 1-7 Hovember, several mines were de-
tonatod along Highway 14, betwoon DX TO and KOWTUN City. Ground con-
tacts took place daily in an arca West and 3outh of Dii TO. The National
Police reportcd extensiwe propaganda and anti-govermment lecturos through-
out XOMTUL: and PLEIKU Provinces. They also reported plans to cuv Highway
1/ and hit KOJTUM with roclkets and mortars, NVL Sgt Vu Hung, 66th NV.L
Regiment, rallied at DX KRI Village, near D/K TO. He gave locations cnd
battle plans for the 66th, 32nd, 2ith and 174th Regiments, He also men-
tioned the 40th Heavy Lritillery Regiment, These units werc reported by
Sgt Vu Hung to bo deployed in the vieinity of DIX TO, and plenned to roc=-
ket D.X TO and KOUT! and overrun DIK TO.

(5} TFrom 8-14 Wovcmber, savage fighting occurrcd in the DiK
TO arez, with almost contimuous heavy contact, 8-10 November, contact
contored 7-15 km wostsouthwest of DK TO. After the 10th, the heaviest
concentration of activity was approximately 15-20 Mm westsouthwest of DAX
TO.
>
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(6) On 15 fovombar, the second phass of the DK TO battle
orran.  Frem 15-21 Hovembeor, heavy contact continued, Encmy troops socm-
¢ to bo well ontronched. Their objective soomed to b an attempt to in~
rlict as rwny US casnaltics os nossible, rathor then attenpting to over-
rva DK TO itself, Taits rentioned in parasrenh 22(4) had by now baza
coafirmed in contact.

(7) Drring: the noriod 22-28 Joverbor, enany activity do-~
craased sirndficantly. In what appsarcd to be an attampt to divart 7§
Forces from DI T0, the onemy he-an to incroasc ambnsh ond herassia~ ace
tivities in the KOJTIL. City, PLIINT arca. K074 City was moriared on
the 27th. The 32nd, 65th aad 174th Repirents were badly mavled and at-
tomnted to pull btck and resroup and resupyrly, w1th the 24th remainias in
contact northeast of DX TO.

3, {(C) OPER.TIONS:

6, The 52d CLB was the principle suprerting aviation elewment
duriag Operation iL.C ZRTH'R, Tho battalion's normal daily opcratisonal
compittment e the 4th Infantry Division was 22 UE-1Fs, 10 UH-1Cs and 7
flI-47s. the majerity of which was allocated tc the lst Brizade at DiX TO.

b. Significant Events. i day-by-cday account ¢f significant
events is listed below. Due to the heat of battle and the ma:imvm effort
recuired ef tho operation, only the most important eveats are recorced.
Slnhlo ship operations and iiisccllancously missions will only bz reflect-
cd ia the overall statistics.

(1) 25 October &7 - 170th ..ssault Helicopter Cumpany
IC) particizated in a combet assault (CL), liftias the 1/8th Inf and
2ad Taf, for a total of 550 passenzors (P/X) and 150 sortics. 11Sth
moved a portion of the 1/12th Inf, totalin:

o

( &
L 2
R 54 PiX in 2Q sortics,
(2) 26 Octeber 67 - 170th [FC conductoed a C&, lifting

he 1/Fth Inf, totaling 225 PiX and 143 sortics. 110th AHC coaducted a
‘final extraction for the 3/12th Iaf, totaling 150 PLY.

(3) 27 Qctober 67 - 170th AHC. condneted a CA for the
3/12th Inf, 1liftiag 132 PLX in 40 sorties. 11Cth LEC condictad a Ciy 1ift-
ing 1C& PZX then conducted a final extraction for 3/fth Iaf, totalia- 261
P,

(4) 28 Octobor 67 ~ 170th LiHC serticipated in a CA for
th2 1/Cth Iaf.

{5) 20 Octobar 67 - 170th :FEC condretnd a Cf for 37/12th
Inf, totaling 254 PIX in 158 sorties.

(6) 31 Octobar 67 . 170th LHC conducted a Ci fer ist Bde
lifving 72 PiX in 45 sorties,
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(7} 3 Yovember &7 - 17%th iIC condvetad a CL for the
3/¢th Inf, lifting 254 P/x ia 131 soriias; followed by 4 agsanlts for tha

i

3/12%h, totalins 240 pir 14 105 sorties, Thae 119th then assanltad with

the 1/12th, airliftiac 211 Piy.

(£) 6 Yoverber &7 170tk ZFC condvetad a of for the
2/504th abn, liftin~ 120 ooy in 55 sortizs. Eravy suomv fire was €1l
coratared in the lanéing zone (12), 1 "B~1H received 5 hits and 1 croy.
'an vas woundeg,

() 7 Yovember &7 - 170th JEC particinated in g Ci for
tho 1st Fee, |

|
(10) S Joverher &7 - 17"th AHC condreted a O/ with the
3/¢th Inf, liftias 121 Pox in 54 sorties. wirerait recaived ikt srall
crmg Yire epvroaching the 12, fs atreraft vors departias the LZ, heavy
rorter fire was ragaived, 1 TH-1Y wes hit =nd desiroved, woradin: 1
Crawean, Tha 177th then assenlted wvith elowonts of the 3/¢th Inf, 1lift-
ing 162 PAX in &7 sortics, That sare day, the 11%th lifted B/ 2/4th Cinc,
totaling 130 pix, '

(11) 10 lovairber 67 - 119th Airg 1if%ed 2 4th Div ela-
ment, totalins 80 Piy, 1 tF-1% vas shot down while provicding coveriag

finra,

(J2) 11 jovspmber €7 - 119k fpg conductad a O for the
3/12th Inf, totaling 120 Fix.

(13) 12 “Jovembar 67 - 110ty Irg condusted a CL for the
1/€th Inf, lifting 180 pax, Sniper fire was reccived in ang arovnd the
L% with nerative results, The L73th, oa the sarme 1ift, -ha¢ 1 TH-1F hit
Ly 2 ronnds of siall arrs f{ira, sustaining miner damage,

(14) 13 Yovembor 67 w 110th MO assaulled with B and ¢
Somdanies, 1/6th Inf, lifting 210 Prx ¢ 4 additional 31ing loads, Sni..
par fire was recoived from 6 locations in 23¢ around the LZ, with no~ative
results,  On the sano assanlt, the 170th had 1 TF--1E hit by roclcot fire
(B=4D), Tha aircrafit vag destroyed and 4 crevien weundagd,

' t15) 14 Yowvembor &7 - 11%th irg conducted 2 CAs for the
2/{th Inf, totaling .\56 P2, Sniper fire was arain reccived from all
quadrants,

{16) 15 Vovember 67 — 1/0th Arc confucted 2 Cls with the
AV ds s ort of the 1st Rde, . total of €00 244 were I-fted in 182
sorties, 1 UH-1F was nit bv spall arrs fire and 1 erew merbor wasg wopnd..

5
oo,

(17) 1€ Jovanber 47 - 179th rEC articipated in a 4th

Fy

Inf Di- ca.
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(18) 19 November 67 - 170th AHC participated in 4th Inf
Div Ch. 1 UE-1C was hit by small arms fire, susteining only minor domage.

(19) 22 November 67 ~ 170th JHC participated in a CA for
the 4th Inf Div, The 119th assaulted with the 173rd ibn, lifting 120 PLX,
2 aircraft were hit by small arms fire without major damage.

(20) 23 Hovember 67 - 170th JHC participated in a Ci fer
the 4th Inf Div, The 119th conducted an assault 2nd final extraction for
the 3/8th Inf, totaling 120 P.X. Another final extraction for the 3/12th
Inf rosulted in the movement of 240 PiX,

(21) 24 Wovember 67 - 170th end 119th LHCs conducted as-
saults with the 1/12th Inf, vieinity HILL &75, 120 PiX werc moved. Lu~
tomatic weapons fire was rocoived from all quadrants of the LZ., 2 air-
craft worc hit; 1 by 8 rounds, the other by 10 rounds, 1 crew member was
woundad., The 116th then made o final extrection for 2/503rd Abn from |
HILL 875. 150 PiX were cxtracted. %

(22) 25 November 67 - 119th LEC conducted an assault and
final extraction for the 1/8th Inf, totaling 240 PiX and 10 sling loads,
< final extraction was olso cxecuted for the 3/8th ond 3/12th Inf with
370 P:X. Immodiately following, the 170th assaulted with the 3/12th with
300 P:X in 100 sortics.

(23) 26 November 67 - 189th 1HC cxocuted 3 night modical
ovacuatuins under cmergoency conditions.

(24) 27 Hovembor &7 - 185th LHC moved 73 PiX and 1600
sounds of cargo for 4th Inf Div. ' _

(25) 28 November 67 - 170th IEC conducted a Ci with the
1/6th Inf, moving 121 PiX in 58 sorties. Thc 1/12th Inf was then lifted,
totaling 353 PLX in 183 sortics, Tho 186th zlso participatcd'in this
1ift, moving 372 P.X, 1 U§-1E crashed in the LZ with nopative injury to
ths crows

(26) 29 Novcmber 67 - 165th [HC conducted o finel ox-
troetion and on assault, moving 252 PiX.

(27) 30 November 67 - 189th [HC conducted anothor move,
1ifting 565 P.X, 1 aircraft roceived automotic weapons firc, suffering 1
nit with nogative injury to the crow, Howcover, the battalion commander
of the 3/12th Iaf rcecived minor faoial wounds from flying motal parti-

clesa

¢. Operational Statistics. The following is & Tosumo of sto~
tistics omasscd by the 52d CLB during Operction MALC ;RTEUR, Thesc totals
do not include performances of thosc anits attzchod or OPCON to tho bot-
tolion during that opcration,
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CBT TH-1 : TOTIL

SORTIES EQURS EOURS HOURS

17,563 6325 1225 7550

CBT BTRY TOT:L LRGO

43LTS MOTES PoX TONS

b4, 20 32,516 5075

¥ED DE.D TNELY ../C

EViCS EVLGCS ¥.B.. EITS

¥720 %320 UKW oM 16

L/C L/C Do 4/C CRIW FEM

DiELTED DEST RECOV:D 19 /KILL

24, 3 #4/,0 15 / 3
SMPUITION EXPENDED

7.62un 2.75mm 2200

577,900 3488 6329

# Pigurcs include LRV ovacuations.
## Figuros include cireraft cvecuated for the 335th [lslt
Hol Co (attached to 1753rd 5bn Bde and B/229th lwvn Ba
(attached to clements of 15t Cav Div)e

L. (C) LATITENLICE:

a. During the period 25 October ~ 30 Hoveiiber 1967, clemcnts of
the 524 C.LB flew in cxccss of 10,000 hours, the majority of which wero
flown in support of the 1lst Brigode, 4th Iafantry Division, om Opuration
}.,C .RTEUR. The olements involved performed 330 PIs ond 121 PP inspcc~
tions during thot samo poriod. , -

b, In cnd around DK TO, 40 aircraft were cvacuatzd by the 17Gth
Lslt Spt Hel Co. L1l of theso cireraft had becn drmogod by cacny fire or
duc to operating in oxtrems confincd ocrcas. Host of these aircraft were
ropaircble, bub may have bcon othorwisc lost =xcept for the profcssional
compotence of the 17Gth,

¢c. 1t roquired approxirately 25,000 maintenoncs nonhowrs to per-
forn the inspsctions nentioned in paragraph 42, dditionally, it took an
cstinated 25,000 mainterance nanhours to porforn uaschoduled maintencnec,
2 ceusc of the shortoge of maintensnce perscancl in critical skills, crows
ofton worked around the clock to supply zircraft to ncot operational ro-
gquircnents, Boedusc of thoir offorts, the battcllon was able to naintain
throughout the operation an availability rate of 78.4% on UH-1Cs and &4.6%
on UE-1Hs,
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5, (U) ZM.RDS L0JD DECCRATICHS: The following rocoumcndotions for
awards and ducor tions have beon forwarded or arc being preparcd as o
rosult of the Battlc of DX TO.

Silver Star 25
Distinguishoed Flying Cross 4]
Bronze Stor 13
Lir iedal with "VY% Device 74
irny Comrendation hiedal 16
Purple Heert 13

6, (U) COCiiZMDER'S CBSERVALTIONS, DISCUSSION Z¥D RECON: TND.TICHS:
Q. -Landing Zoncs,

(1) Obscrvation and Discussion, During this opcratien, cn
inercased rete of combat end operztional damoge wes expericaced in infan-
try battalion and conpeny size landing zones., On scvercl combat assaults
bomb crators werc usced for landing zoncs. This situation, alvhough ox-
‘rorcly hezardous, was uncvoidoblo duc to the terrain and location of the
cnony. Howcver, thosc samc hazardous landing crees were used again and
agoin with littls or no improvemcnt. In addition to the oxtremely sncll
landing orcas, trash in thess landing zoncs doubled the risks to incone-
ing cireraft, Loosc ponchos, C-ration boxcs ond cans, as well as cipty
szndbags, woere to be found in quantity in and arownd 2ll landing zoncs.
During this oporation alenc, this battalion rcpleccd 38 main rotor blades
and 35 tail rotor blades, the rojority of which were caused by flying do-
bris, The incidents cited cost the governnont approxirately 123,500,

(2) Rocommondation, I recormend that commaondors place ine-
.082¢ cnphasis on propor londing zons soloction 2nd preparation. The
olice of thc arca should be the responsibility of the individuvel within
i Jtrj u1lt UhO is re upﬁdsiblu for vnit r’"upply by circraft, cnd

a
v

b, Lircraft Utilizo.tiono

(1) Obscrvetions and Discussion, During the Battle of DUK
TO, 2 nisutilizotion of circeraft was rp,rlcncud on o murber of occasicas,
This was due pricerily to inndeguate planning or o lack of sufficicnt
plomaing tiie, On suveral occasions, aireraft worce nssciblod from all
over 11 Corps for o priority 1if% when oxisting asscts could hove scrved
tae purposc, prowsrly utilizad, GCormenders failed to scck aviation ad-
vice during uission plonaing. Conscquently, cviction supporting cloizznts
suficred. Lireraft weould arrive oa station, ca tine, only to find locds ;
not ready for pickup or the inteaded delivory point had not hoen decided

upon. Due to cxeussive idle tine, critical blade tire was oxpended,

thershy rcducidg the aviation offcctivencss during pock opgr tionel pe-

riods, Lviation roquircrents wore constantly changed without waraing,

cad using units hod difficulty dotermining what night be necded two hours

hone2, The rore airceraft allocated o unlt, the nore sortics added on to

7
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: (1) Obserwvetioas and Discrseion, Dwrias the Rattle of DAY
TO, several axtremely uafortuvnate accidents nccurrad; accidents wich
covld have casily boen avoided. Passen-ers loading ond off-londine be-
liconters contimmed to welk inte tvrning rotor blacdes. TorainT hlades
are o hazerd at any tire; however, then averstians on nther than lawal
sromnd, the hazard inerezses ten-fold, A& rotor strile will alrost alievs
resvlt in dscenitation and dasth to the ladividral involwed.

(2) Recorrendation. Personiel operatiag in the vieinity of
helicopters shorld be constantly rerinded of the danrers involwed, Glass-
o5 or deroanstrations shonld be ~dvea as to the nroncr method of boarding

ar Csparting a belicopter, Cn the just conelnded operation, 3 lives wero
mnecessarily lost dre to carelessnsss ia this nanner.,
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