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D~~I~l~~~TrbAkcr 
HEADQUARTERS, 52D ClliEAT l:VIATION BATT1.LION 

APO San Francisco 96318 
"FLYING DRf.GONS" 

AVGD-CC 10 December 1967 

SUBJECT: Mter Action Report, Operation Y1.C flRTHUR (AO SPAhTZ), 25 Oc­
'tober - 30 November 1967 

TO: Seo Distribution 

1. (C') GENERAL: This report covers Operation }lAC f.RTHUR (1.0 
3PM.TZ) iI1 tho vicinity of DIJ\ TO, Kontum Province, RGpublic of Vietnam, 
for the pett'iod 25 October - 30 November 1967. 

8J. Command Headquarters. The command headquarters, from the 
standpoint of aviation operations, was the 17th Combat !,viation Group. 

b. Hission. The mission of tho 52d Combat :.viation Battalion 
(FLl'ING D1W~GONS) 1010.5 to provide avj,ation support to the 1st Brigade, 4th 
Infantry Division and it's attached and supporting clements within the 
confines df 1.0 SPJ;l.TZ (see incloseure 1) • 

c. PartiCipating :Jnits. 

(1) Units organic to the 52d Combat f.viaticn Battalion, 
cm,);nanded 'by LTC Ed;Tard P Lukert Jr, which pc.rticipated in 0?eration i'il.C 
I.RTHUR, are as folJ.oHs: 

Hoadquarters, 52d Combat Aviation Battalion 
57th I.ssault Helicoptor Company 
119th I.ssault Helicopter Company 
155th Lssault Helicopter Company (-) 
170th l.ssault Helicopter Company 
lS9th Lssau1t Helicopter Company (-) 
179th !.ssau1t Support Helicopter Company 

(2) Supporting detachments organic to units in paragraph 
lc (1), "hich supported the operation, ;rere: 

545th Transportation Detachment 
70th Signal Detachmont 
94th Hodica1 Detachncnt 
405th Transportation Detacrunent 
4l,Sth Signal Detachr,lent 
755th Hedica1 Detachmont 
402nd Transportation Detachment 
604th Transportation Detachment 
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6th Signal Detachment 
615th Transportation Detachment 
822nd Signal Detachmcnt 

0) Mditional avic.tion support e10ments, OPCml to th0 52d 
Gi~ during Operation W.C i.Jl.THlJR, were: 

Gun Platoon, 192nd i.ssault HClicopter Company 
180th f~ssault Support Helicopter Compcny 
196th l.ssault Support HelicoptGr Company 
213th l.ssault Support HGlicoptcr Company 
243rd 1,ssault Support Helicopkr Company 

2 • ( 0 ) INTELLIGENCE: 

'"'. IllTSUES pertaining to Opcr::.tim r'J~C LRThLTR ,Tore publishGd as 
e~ly as 15 October 1967, containing reports showing the build-up of ene­
my forces in propuratiou for tho Battle of DIJ{ TO. Howovor, taken as 
+h,.,~r occurred, th." reports l,ore not significant until on or about 29 Oc­
tober when thoy began to indicate a pattern. 

(1) During the period 15-21 October, thero loTore several rG­
ports of sooll arm3 fire directod at u.ire:,.'"ft. in an are8. 20 kilom0tcl's 
(lon) northeast of DfJ( TO. T1.N CUlli City (4 km north0ast of DiJ{ TO) re­
ceived 5 rounds of mortar fire • 

(2) 22··.29 October, contact was r.!ade 1-1i th an unidentified 
company size unit 8 km sou.theast of DiJ{ TO. Heavy trail building activi­
ty IoTas r0ported 30 1an north,Tost of DIJ{ TO. 1.n a.gent roport0d that a 4000 
roan force would use tho trails indicated to move into KONTUfi. Province, 

(3) From 30-31 October, an ac,ont reported th0 24th NVL Re­
giment in an area 25 Ian northuest of DIJ( TO. Ii Spoci::tl Forces vohiclo 
hit amino 12 km nertlwost of DIJ\ TO. 

(4.) During tho period 1-7 llovomber, several ll1ines were do­
ton£\tod along HighHay 14, between D:J; TO and KONTU;; City. Ground con­
tucts toolt place daily in an £\rea Vest and 30uth of DI':, TO. The National 
Police relPorted extonsh·G propaganda and £\nti-govornment lecturos through­
out KONT1Ri and PLEIlW Pr·ovinces. Thoy also reportod plans to cut High"ay 
14 and hit KmlT1Jli with rockets and mortars. NVl'. Sgt Vu Hung, 66th rlV:. 
Regim9nt, rallied at DD: KRI Village, neiJI DfJ{ TO. He gave locations c.nd 
battle plans for the 66th, 32nd, 24th £\nd 174th Regiments. Ho also men­
tioned th<il 40th Heavy I.rtillery Regim€mt. These units were reported by 
Sgt Vu Hung to be dopleyed in the vicinity of D!J( TO, and planned to roc­
ket D.:.K TO and KO:·lTTIT' and ov~rrun DIJ\ TO. 

(5) From 8-14 November, savage fighting occurred in tho DIJ\ 
TO aroe., ,lith almost continuous heo.vy contact. 8-10 november, contact 
centered 7-15 km westsouthwcst of DfJ( TO.. ;'.f'ter the 10th, the heaviest 
concentration of activity \-las appro"dmutoly 15-20 Ian wcstsouthHest of 'J/J. 
TO. 
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(6) On 15 i-Jovomlic:r, t:JC ~CCO:,1C, phn.se of the D.J\ TO bi1.tUe 
b:-J;-<".n. .Frcm 15-21 N'ov-::Jlilbcr, ho..1vy conte-.ct cOi1.tinllod, En:::my troops s~x~m­
I;C to be Holl :;ntrD::1cl1cd. Thrd.r objcctiYG s~~mod to b') i:1l1 att3mlJt to in­
flj.ct as ~ :2.ny 1,":-,s cc.sno.ltics ;::8 I)Ossiblc, rc.tl1(')r th<.;:n att8T11ptinG' to ovor­
rl);:1 DJJ: TO j.ts0lf. F.n.its r'cntio'acc. in ;:'~.r(:~::r;;"'::'h 221.(4) had by l10VT b:)O:.1 
cO!J..~ir~;).;)(~ 5.;.1 co::rcc.ct. 

(7) Dprinr; th:; ]!~r~:.od 22~,·?8 ;;IOV(1ljl.1J,Jr, rnl:IIil~r :leti vi ty dc­
crc2..sod sir.iuficantly. In wn.:lt 1..1p~JCai,:,,(x1 to on ;:t.n attffillpt to div8rt FS 
}"'orcos fl"'om D ... .l~ fro, the o':1.sr·1,Y her'an to _i.i.'lCr0[!'s~ 2l.mb11Bh o.;1d harc:.sfd.:.l::· ac­
t:i.viti0s in tho KG·.rr"::'} .. City, PL;£IJ:.E ere.?. KO~\~Fi' Cit~r \TaS mor-(.cxcc. on 
th::J 27th. Tho 32.nd, 66th al1C 17~,th J.oc:1J\ents w,,:co badly l-'at'lod and at-, 
tC'lllpt"d to pull b2,ck and rc;;roup and rC)su,p;:-l~r, with th0 24th ror",'.~.;1inc: in 
contclct nox,theast of D:.K ~O. 

a. The 52d Cl.B wail the principle su.p;crting aviation 0l0n·cnt 
duri.n:); Operation L.C :_"TErR. Tho battalion r s normcl.l daily opcrati.";1al 
eomrdttment tn the 4th 1n:tantry Division was 22 DE-1Es, 10 PH-1Cs and 7 
r,II-!,7s. tho f'laj ortty of which was allocated to tho 1st Bric.ade at D:.K TO. 

b. Significant Events. 1. day-by-c'ay account cf si,;nificant 
ovantil is listed bolOlT. Due to the heat of bae;tle and the r,la::iml'm effort 
rec:uired of th,~ operation, only the most irnport,)~1t 0V8i.1tS arc rccorc:8d. 
Sii1r:.;le ship oporo.tions and j·iiscc:lJ.anoously mis·'1ions will only b3 rDfl(':Jct·~ 
cd Ll the oVGrn.ll statistics. 

(1) 25 Octobor 67 - l70th .~ssault Eclicoptor CU;:;Xl:::ty 
(;'J-IC) )arti.ci::a.tod in a coroba.t assault (C1.), liftL1<: the l/$th 1nf ,me' 
1/22'ld 1nf, for a totCll of 550 passon,cars (p;.x) und 150 sorties, llSth 
;J:C moved a porti_o:::t of tho 1/l2th 1nf, totc,lilO€, 54 P;',Z in 20 50rtios. 

(2) 26 Octotl'lr 67 - l70th LYG cmducted a cr" liftinc; 
tho l/tth 1nf, tokli:lG 225 PI.X and 1/,3 sorties. nC'th I.HC cO:1ductO<l a 

'fi:,Hl o;:·tracticm for the 3/l2th bf, tot,:>.li:lE: 100 PH. 

(3) 27 October 67 ., l70th l.Ee condnctcr' a Cf. :[ or tho 
3/l2th I~f, Ufti,:l~; 132 PI~v.. in 40 sortie~. llS'th l.RC condl'ctod a CI., lift­
i;1C; 108 P;:.x; then conducted a find Qxtractio':l for 3/rth bf, tote.lil1~ 261 
P:.X. 

th3 l/Cth Inf. 
(4) :<8 Oct"bor 67 - l70th alC p2.rt'cl.pl'.t.ed In a Ct. for 

(5) 30 Octob8r f>7 - 170th n·:c condl'cto(~ a CL for 3 '12th 
he,', totaline; 254 PI.x in 156 sorties. 

(6) 31 Octob'lr 67 '.' l70th IJIC conducbd a Cf. f",r ist Bde 
Hfti:1:, 72 P.;X in 45 sorties. 
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(7) 3 ~:<aV3mber 67 - 17'lth ,·.re condp.ct:3.! 0. Cf. for tho 3/[th luf, liftiu2 2S4 P;.x h 111 sort13s; falloweo by 4 assadts f"r th" J/l.2th. totalii.1,".,: 2,t .. 9 PJ'Jr i:l 105 sorties e Th8 l.l.~th th8n asq(tPl t.::.c~ with "n' a l/l"th ai~l' ~+. n" 211 ..,,-r v.1..:. .'_} ........ .J...1, 'J.'.1. ,,', ~ .l~~. 

(C) 6 '{OVCj·:~b0r 67 - 17r:·th .!J~C cO:lc1t'.ct;~C1. a CJ'.. for t.he 2/5()'~th .:~bn, liftL12: 12() :? .. ::X in 65 8orti8s. E3D.VY ~.::m/'HJ"r fire was en··· COl':llt::;red in thl3 _l.and.inc: zono (r...Z). 1 ~7i{-lR recsi vod 5 hits and 1 Cr01:r .. • T'an tins wounded. G 

(10) 9,avem~)er 67 - 1 Tth LHC ca:1c1l'ctod a C/. with th" 3/Hh bf, IHtin,' 121 PI .. \. in 5L. sorti0s. .,.ircrJ.:[t rec8iv(.(' li.'. ht s!~Q.ll ~~,r-,1'·S fira 0.P~:)J~o2.chii1(·; tho L2. L.s a:·.rcrait Fore d8pa.~ .. ti~1,~:, tho L2., heavy p.ortc?l" fj.re "",,"'1.8 rsc·?lv8d. 1 ~"H-IH "'U.s hit F.'.l1d c1.0frt.roYQc, wOP:.1dij,1':: 1 cr·')"n '8.n. TI~o 17()th th8:1 8.,.<)sp..pl tod l,[j. th <)lc:··1onts of the 3/(·th Inf;; lift-1:18 162 N:.X in 67 sarti::"" Tha.t sare day, tIl" 11':th liftod B/ 21,th CIDe', tot2.1i;1:; 13() pa. 

(J.l) lO,Tav-cFhol' 67 •. 11Sth ;;~'G lifkd 8. 4th Div 01.0-r,'cnt, tot.:.lin~· 60 P.(~..x. 1 i""r·-llJ ua.s shot (1.ovn Hhil'? :)rovidin..;' covC'ri~1t:; fi:~0 • 

(12) 11 ·TOV:)jllb8r 67 - ll?th :;J~C cO~ldpct':ld a C .. :;. for tl"!.o 1/1:2th Inf 1 toti).lin::; 120 PIX • 

(13) 1?loV8!"b3r 67 - ll"t11 l.EG conc'l1.ct2d a c:, for tr.'~ l/t th Ini', lift.til~: 180 f. .. J(. Snip~r firo ''''llS rocci vod in a::10 DXOt'nc1
: the 1;0 1-,j. th ;1():c. ti 'Ie r0.sults. The 17')th, a'l tho SilJOO lift., ·haC: 1 T'H-IE hit b~r 2 rOH:1ds of 8:'· all <9.1";"1'1 fir::, Sll.stairli!l2· minor d.-:J?'3.e;O ~ 

(14) 
CQi'l;Jc.nios, l/Sth l;lf, 
p·::;r fire \',l,<) r-:c(.:i vod 
r0,<)nlts. On the SaI'lO 
(B-i:-O). Th·3 e.~.rrr2.it 

13 ·.'rov('.mb~r 67 - JJ ...... th 1: .. T-!C t?3sau.l ted t..Tl.t11 E 2.nd C lift.i:.1t 210 FLX ,).:.1<1 4 a.c'c'·i.ti.0l1'~.1 '11il1.[4 loads. ·S.ni~· irom 61ocatio:l8 tn r.t:.l(~ <l.ronnd t~~lC LZ} with n8">~lti'IC as sal' It, tho 17Jth h"L~ 1 i'}'··lE hit by roc;~ot firc Has o0stro;:rod and 4 cr(:n .. n;!on VI ":1..'~.l-itCC .• 

(15) 14~(,.,\,mbor 67 '- ll'?th !J.~i~ condt'ct8o 2 C.~.s for tho ; If.th Inf, totuliur .~50 p:~~. Snip~r fj.ro \-ra·s ,~<nil.1 T'3cc:ived fran :111 q1,.1a.dr3.:-:ltG. 

(16) 15 \J'l,.lvolYl.bcr 67 ... l'lDth L?C CO·<1·.:~,,)~tcc~ 2 G~~s '<lith t.l1o ... ·lI.V,~~ :'1.:3 S1':J ort of the 1st B(2(~. ~. total o:~: 6~O Pf~~ 1·;er0 1= ftoo in 164 f.lvrt .. GO. 1 T'E-IE ".r.3.:') hit bv Sjjl,a.ll arr·~s f:1.1'l""'. .. 1.nd 1 crew pop.bar ..... ar; w0t~:'!d··· 

(17) Ie "Jov8mbor 67 - 1'/')th LEe part:1.c5 pc.teo in u. 4th Llf Di'r C.\. 
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(,~o ::;Pf.ATZ), 25 Od0-

(18) 19 November 67 - 170th f~C participated in 4th I~f 

Div C1.. 1 UH-1C was hit by small arms fire, sustaining only minOI' d::.mage. 

(19) 22 November 67 - 170th jJ{C participated in a GIl fur 

the 4th Inf Div, The 119th assaulted with the 173rd Lbn., lifting 120 PJ..x, 

2 aircraft Here hit by s:nall arms fire without maj or dw.uge, 

(20) 23 November 67 - 170th !'JIG participated in a CL. fer 

the 4th Inf Div, The 119th conductod an assault and finc.1 ex.traction f0r 

the 3/8th Inf, totl:1.ling 120 P:.x. l,nothGr final extraction for tho 3/12th 

In1' rosultGd in tho movement of 240 Pf.x. 

(21) 24 NovGmber 67 - 170th and ll9th flICs conducted as­

s~l.Ults with the 1/12th Inf, vicinity HILL 875. 120 p;.x Horo moved. ..u­

'Gomatic w0apons fir0 was rocoivod from all quadrants of the LZ. 2 air­

c.caft woro hit; 1 by 8 rounds, tho othor by 10 rounds. 1 crow momber ,rus 

Houndod. Tho ll9th then r,JUdo a final oxtrc.ction for 2/50.3rd I.bn from 

HILL 875. 150 p:.x \;oro oxtr",ctcd, 

(22) 25 Novombor 67 - ll9th :~C conductod an assault and 

final extractien for tho 1/8th Inf, totaling 240 PJ.x and 10 sling loads. 

,,', final extraction was 2.1so oxecutod for tho 3/8th and 3/12th Inf Hith 

370 P:.x. Imrr.odiatoly follo\ring, tho 170th assaultod with tho 3/12th ~,rith 

300 P,·.x in 100 sortios. 

• (23) 26 Novomber 67 - 189th tJ{C DXGcutod 3 night m0dical 

C'v8.cuatuins unc;()x' emergency conditions 0 

(24) 27 Novembor 67 - 189th UIC movod 73 p;.x and 1600 

pounds of cargo for 4th Inf Div. 

(25) 28 Novembor 67 - 170th :~C condu.ctod iJ.. Ci. Hith tho 

l/Sth Inf, moving 121 Pi.X in 58 sorties. Tho 1/12th Inf ~IaS thon liftad, 

totaling 353 'Pl.X in 183 sortios. Tho 189th ::.lso partici.pc.tcd'i!1 this 

lift, moving 372 P;.x. 1 HH-IE cr::.shed i!1 the: LZ Hith nog:,tivo injury to 

tho crcw o 

(26) 29 Novembor 67 - H;9th LHC conducted a find ox­

trc.cti.ol1 o.nd '-'.1"1 assault, movi:,g 252 p:.x, 

(27) 30 Novomber 67 - 189th !.lie co:,ductod <J.noth"r ",ove, 

Eftbg 585 p:.x, 1 o.ircraft rocoi vod autoL'lc.tic Hoapons firo, suff oring 1 

hit ~lith nogative: injury to tho crow, Ho"ov0r, tho b<J.ttalio1"1 cO!1U1lander 

of tho 3/12th Inf roc\)ivcd minor facial \·rounds fror.! flying met::.l pc.rti­

clc:o (' 

c" Operc.tiona1 Statistics. Tho follo;ring is (l resumo of stc.­

tis tics c.r.lassod by the 52d Ci.B during Opcrc.tiol1 111.C i.RTHUR. Thoso totala 

do not include porform:J.ncCls of thoso \nuts o.tt2.ch"d or OPCO:; to tho b~,t­

t,:lion during that operation. 
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CBT UH-1 CI:!-47 

'l01lTIE8 Hom,s !:i.Qllilli 

17,563 6325 1225 

CBT BTRY TOT:.L 

i~ fiQifES p, ... r 
~ 

64 20 32,516 

~·;ED DE:J) Elm~Y 

~y-~ EVLCS lillL-

*720 *320 In:lKNOVN 

I·/c 4c Do,rN :,/c 
1dQ~L~:SJ2 PEST REQ.OV~D 

24 .3 **40 

:Y.1;LJ)lITIOiI EXPENDED 

.7_&:g'l!l! 2 . .]5)]]!J! .. 4Omn 

577,900 34813 6329 

•. Figuros include :.R,r,T o'!o.cl)c.tiol1S. 

7550 

Cl.RGO 
TONS_ 

9075 

;-Ic 
1'ITS 

16 

C;:U11i l:Eli 
nlUr~JLL. 

15 13 

** Figures inc1udo o.ircraft wc.cuatod for tho 335th Lslt 

Hal Co (attc.chc:Cc to 1731'd :.bn Bdo c.ud B/229th I.vn Bn 

(attc.chod to 01080nts of 1st Cc.v Div). 

0.. Duri.ng tho poriod 25 Octob~r - 30 NOVCDbor 1967, 01",.lonts of 

tho 520. C:.B flOH in oxcoss of 10,000 hours, tho mejo:;-ity of .. llhich "oro 

f10',m in support of tho 1st Brigc.do, 4th I:1fantry Division, on Op(,rc.tion 

hLC :.ltTHUR. Tho olor,:onts involved porforr.lcd 330 PLIs and· 12.l PFP i:1spec­

tions during thc.t S8.mo p8rj.od. 

b. In C.lld around D,'X TO, 40 aircraft ,·Ioro ov::\cuatod by tho 179th 

I.s1t Spt HoI Co. ,~11 of thoso c.ircrc.ft hed been o.n,nc.god by o:.1cmy fire or 

duo to opora.ting in cxtrcTJiJ confined CIOQ.:::) ~ J: .. :ost of the-so circrnft were 

ropo.irc.b10, but mo.y hc.vo bC;)l1 othorHiso lost eXcopt for the professional 

conpotcl1cO of tho 179th. 

c. It requirod approxil'lato1y 25,000 naintcno.nc() L1C'.nhours to por­

forn tho inspections r,1(.ntionod in pc.ragrc.ph LeO.. .:dditiollal1y, it took an 

cst:lrutod 25, 000 t1r!intcr.[tl1cc [l.,uiliours to p:rforn u;1.schcdulcd r.tD.intl.;i.1c.ncc. 

B::.c~'.1).SO of tho short::;;o of eo.Lltonc.ncc personnol in critical skills, crGWS 

of ton worked nround the clock to supply ·::ircrnft to l:K,ot opcrr.tio:lo.1 re­

quirCnC!lts. Becnuse of their efforts, tho bc.tte1ion '·1":8 o.b10 to ;]c.intD.in 

throu~ho1.l.t tbe opordio:1 nn nvdlc.bility rato of 78.4;; on DE-1CG c"nd 84.6% 

0:1 l'E-1Hs. 
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5. (U) HTi:.RDS LJD DECO"cl~TIOi;S: The: following rocoLil"8nd~.tion:3 for 
o.\olO.rds end docorc.tiol1s have boon fOrl;!c.rdcd or CX8 bci:1.g prcpc.rod as c. 
rosul t of tho Battle of D[~1( TO, 

Sil'Ter Stc.r 
Distinguished Flying Cross 
Bronzo Stc.r 
f.ir liodal with "V" DO'Tice 
i:rrJ.y COY;)I1~)ndo. tiol1 i ~oda.l 
Purplo He~:rt 

25 
41 
13 
7L, 
16 
IS 

6. (U) COl'L'.NDi1:R' S OBSERVi.TIONS, DISCtTSSIOll L;:W RECOLi mW:.TI0rlS: 

a. Ln~ding Zoncs o 

(1) Obsor'Tation ai1d Discussion. During this operation, c.n 
illCrC2.scd rc.to of conbut cnd opcr!ltiono.l dOl:12.gc HCS experiencod in info.l1-
try bc..ttD.lioi1 c.nd conp[~ny' size l."nding zones.. On scvcro.l cor,lbo.t c.r;8,:~ult.o 
bonb crc:.tors uoro used for lo.ndil1g zoncs. This situo.tio::1, a.lthou.e:;h cx­
troT·.oly hc.zardous, was u:lCl'Toidc.blo due to tho torrain o.nd locc.tion of tho 
o ncr.:y " H01.rcvor, those SCJ71C hC':.zo.rdous landing ~:rCo.3 wore used G.e;~in o.nd 
ago.in Hi th Ii ttl.::, or no inpro'Tcncnt, In o.ddi tion to tho oxtrcLO ly snc.ll 
1::mdi:1g o.rcC'.s, tro.sh in those; knding zo.:~~s doubled the. risks to i!1cOD­
ing =.ircrc.ft. Looso ponchos, C-ro.tion boxes ;).l1d cc'.!1s, as v[011 0.0 cnpty 
sc~ndbo.gs, Horo t.o bo fOUJ."ld in que.nti t~r in "~:1d o.rol1..nd 0.11 lc:.ndi:lg zoncs" 
During this oporCltion r.lono, thin bccttnlioa rcplc.c'"a 38 r.:""lin rotor blo.dcD 
::'.:1d 35 tail rotor ble.dos, tho Ix:.j ori ty of Hhich 1,./oro cc.uGcd by flying de­
bris. Tho iacideats citod cost tho gov(;rnT'cnt c.ppro;::U:c.tcly ;)123,500, 

(2) Ruc or.::.l0ndc.ti 011 , I rccor~-.:.8~ld th2.t co;:,;nc.nd:)rs pl;-:.co in­
cr".t."os8C1, c;!'.lphc.sis 011 prop8r lc.nc.ing ZO~lC s<Jloctiol1 C'..::1d prcpnrai!ion~ Tho 
police of the aroc. should b;:; tho responsibility of thu 'indi'Tiduc.l Hi thin 
tho iai'CLl1try u;:rlt i·rho is rospo:lsiblo for u:1it resupply by a.ircrc.ft, l'.1.1d 
tho Cl(;C,ll--UP progrm:: should bo closely r.~ol1itorcd. 

b. ;·.ircr~.ft Utilizc.tion. 

(1) Obocrvc.tions u:"1d Diocus,sim1" Du.ring the Bc .. ttlo of D.I::.K-; 
TO, ::. r.usutilizo..tion of r:.ircrc.ft H(.~S exp.jricnc·:o_ on D. nnr:'.bcr of occG.3iC':lS, 
This wo..s duo prir.:('.ri1y to in. ..... dcqua.t:.:: plo..nni:lg or a. luck of suffieie:nt 
pl::.ni.1ing til.'.c. On suvcr[~l Deco.sions, .:lirer.-.ft "lOre c.Dscr!b10c1 fron c .. ll 
over II Corps for c. priori t~r lift. wh(;n oxistin:s assets could h~'.vc served 
t:1C purP::lSO, prop:orly utiliz:::d. CO[~'l'l:1dors f:~ilod to sock uviL~tio:1 c.d­
vic:: dtu"i:_l,2; l.lisaion pl<:w1i;1g., ConG·JquQi.1tly, c.vic.tion supporting ol-.:;r.:.·.::nt:3 
Guffcr:::~.. ~~ircrc.ft Hould ;;.rrivc on st"'l.tion, Oll tir.:o, only to find lor.ds 
not rc::dy for pickup Oi- the intol1c1ed d0liv:ry point hud not heon d,;cicJ.od 
v.pon~ D-u.c to ('xc(·.ssi vo idle tino, critical blc.do tir.u vlf'.S expanded, 
th:...rcby roduci:.1g the c..viCl.tion Qff(;ctivc.:noss during p..::.:.k opc.;r:;.tiol1<-:l po­
riod3, f.vi:-:.tion r~quirGl:onts vlcro constc.ntly ch2..nGcd \.,ri thout vlc..r:1iag, 
~lld using u;'li ts he.d difficulty doterl:1i;,1i;1g ,Ih .... t night ho needed two hours 
hQaco. The r~oro n.ircrc.ft a.llocC\.tcd a. unit, tho r.:orc sortio3 c.ddod on to 
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REPRODUCED AT TilE NilTlONAL AI'UI.lVI'C; 

CONFIDENTIAL 
;st'J":,'!LG'l': Af·r.;~r Acti.Y,1 R3port., Operation rAG AR'i'HTrR (AO SFA.,: .. T:';), ~5 Octo­

ber - 30 ij0'''Jr.,1)",:" 1<':)7 

t.:':,~; 0:. -j. "JG:i.:1 7·:J~~n;.7 ::.:: -~; 'ltn • ", ':(,':)1', ,·c ',ltly, ·-.~.rcJ.': ... ;: L. ••. -:-.:;.':2. -?:~~t/:·.(lC.\~c" tc. C .:.Yl'· pet 

c;' or C'1C;'~ rCrl1 1:.:" ,1~T •.. t. '1i~; t, t"Ol~J" -c.l'e:1;"~ ;.):-~,'. .:~.:"c:r ... -:·;;'·' .:'.'/ ;-:(.~.:-':: i:O:);' : .. in. (~ 

i(~J.-.:1 "'or pr0lo .. 1:':;'·- ':'·:~r·:(,l!.f;o t>rc",..l::Jll-c. ';;'h,~ c":;.:r.. :·!~>l:;".i·;;j:' l)l):.::~i1:1.j, ~';.,r:;-

!'d.(np, shm'l(~ ~).:; .. :i."-~;1 to tJ.J ·J.rcrl~f't c('):.I-''''.~J1C\·~~C, "]("-(. j~·:;t ;1 cc:: itt.: :-.. )1"(. 

i'l:'~ ,_: c,~j,·t.:.:i:,1 l1";,'i~)'~'! 01' .::j.rc.",:,":,,;:'t. Tl-:~.·l '.!::.~" J:"~}.J. ·,"t.iJ.~.~~;'.t~.(j'1 01' t>,:; .:i:t­

c.X"c,j't C.:.l:l })2!--:t. "''':'' : .. t.\1~.'.~ .. :"r:1 '·.r:i"G~,·. , .. !:t:-:i:' "'X' ,1o:.-:ibiJJ:i::.:;r. 

(2) :i·:CCO· :.:13-:1(. t.ir.'i~'. Co;'.' ;.~ 1r'8:r~ nf !=;'.1!.',.0r-c..;::;{ Pi.lits S:."l(;1:J.d 

·,l·c. ... ~.··~CY·OD.A3f) ~;;!, ~)L,J.si.9 0.1 t.h.~ ·100(~ to j~·t}.1,::; l'::'~10'1i1 t;·!.:...·,~:c :,:"cc.p:~r:>~,·c :1.ts .:.1·'=; 

:(:.11" i1. ,1.~~"''':·.1C''J ~'ts y'!(yv"ible, l't:1.1~,.:-::i.n:·.· 'JCJ:'·.li·,y" 0rr"~:;:~"s ·.'>:3.ch ::;h0"~J.C1 ( •. i!1-

R"U:: to :.:, .... ,:L:d:.:tf:>!1 t;:·1~.ts ,1fi c(lll .:ts to 'l"O'~',l(~ ... ~),.:, ~'o1.tS. If.:': CJ~ 1~;:'.t '.s­

f;:,:.,'lt ;,tl t,) h~ C0::1erCt;,(~ ~:t f:o..rst J.\:,·:'tt, tb.2 j·.,j.A(ojio,·l rcc •. 'd:::·~~~-'~::lt q~.~,::'t:11c; 

~).:"; J :..~l"'7J '-1:)1;-.1 "':06i.~"1:~" ·;;n:m.Jl t.he (.!.;"'.i,r b:.:-.f'or~3 t,0 :: .. r:)~J:i.\:,: t:i.: ... ~ f()j:' :: (l.."""'..yl:~,:'llt 

T.:)C0.Yl'1:i.n0<.1.:.1C',) of It.:l'·' i ,1: . i',O/l.S S, f11.;::: ... t l"O"-C~':; t.i1( };:tC1.T·: Z·O!.l':: 0;;. .:;~,::Ct).­

t-: -:-'1,1. ~).y.' i'. :,-:;~ 5,:.d~:, c0j"b.?~t ~·::··1.~,"J.t,5 .f'l~,\opl[ r,,:. l':';",.·t t.') ::. ~·l·J.i:, '.~:'! ~'.~.lC: :"'Ir6Gr,~,(o 

o·.1J.;,' .~,:1 t!18 C"'~D"': .:):.( ~~ c');··~):~.t ;'·;::'nr··~~·:lcy. !:i.th ~-:/'~;(~p:':".tr.: ::1·:~.:.1.1i·'1; t3~·",;" ,~ 

. ~:': !,~.'t.:::(' :"¥vi:.:tio<':1. '?'?''''Ctrt (;;;.'.11 1·x.' . '['.(.'03 1 d.,'~;:, ';:','Z','OX' ;'liL"'c:(,,(7,:·~t. 

(1) O')s8r':r;-"ticnn ~ .. ncl TiiflC1}8r~~.cY_1. cr:r. ':.'(")'1 r,rc..ctic':. ~f 

r0'1·.lC~ cn~····"·;1··.lc~cr8 i8 t ..... ::;Bt":.hJJ E'l: t~:.,::!ir '_\'·~.:':1 o.f o), .. ·(',r,:'.tiC'1.'1 c.C\jl---.c·:;·"\t to 

tl.~.'. ':.5 .. 1" .:: (: Ci.lj t., .. 8':;1"-:7::. l' ';:L,:::~ :?!',]C.. Of' C'.)'~2~S.J, ti<.is ..1...-_) :r 01"' co;rr.; .. 1i.n1CC o? 

t~J.8 ;~3;J.0ql.~.:·.1 .. tC·(·r-" C~{ ~,·,~-:lJ. LA ··t.c:i.:.:1.tat.'J~l:" ~.::.l" ;';1'.r:··~Ort. ti f01",~c:Y(r' .~.l.:...­

:,'",::',yCS. : (i1,~O"'I:,r, C'~; .. t8:;:~ "'=. t~. '~' ;'0 '::;1~r :, . .:::,·:t.i."iCt:i,C"'l.~ :,l~,) :.:L~.c,~~( nn tl.'c 

('.V:· ... ::.t:;.0i.l ' lc:.c.T;~.,) i1V01V:2it: i.:.;" ..... t :l.t c:'),;'.nC1 t.O :11" ,1Ct:i.O,,1 2.'~ eXl ::.'dn:c.1.on b,'\S,; 

0::: ::)·· .• 2j.';·;.ti0i1.~; .S .. 11.:i ~".c. ti: '":', .~.:.i.rc:c.-'.it ":~I'C :r'lri~.~.:(" 'G,! Gi"'~';rt to <.""I.}:t.:::~,·l.·:(,·,~ 

",ool"'l~:'" o(,pip :xl .:"!Ti'?C.R t.o C0·1'i::.i ~'F,' :r;-:i.~r"'.t:'.G.1A. 'l'~.r' l--· ""'~':'''''~l'c" 1";-:'·; l' or 
: .. ir ~i"~'rc:~ ce.:.:':::) /'.:i.rc:::'.:.L·1~, h-~lic .. )~~t,-·.;~;~, J.i ht ii.:::::';~ ~.:i\·. ", j~:,~er,-,,~~:··t:·,. :·.1(',\. 

1C '.:;, :ll'.'3 t~>::; J,:lC': :11' ::''',_:' rr:'.'.c r) ,.:.:.lr i'.1.,;:"(· '··'qt'::· .. ;·:; \' ~~·;>~.)1:~.1., ':::'.l( ~,:::- .:.::.~; :5:,1' .. 

... ~.cil·~.tj.us, C:).~,·s·:; cn'l.:,I··1.:~~i·."''-\ ,7~i1(: :C~~S'L'lt,J, 511 ':. (:i:'it:t:1C-C .'S~.'Gt7 :·!:.~":·1"C~ r:1'.l"­

i 1. '1:.1" .• ) ···;i;:t"i:.l,.:! ot: r; ... ··'C 

(2) "(..sco:.' <.~lC\.'.ti.o·:l:1. .:~·~t~~"",J' ';. C .. r.:; ~ho','l(~' 0·:) c~::,rc:i.<)e.(' j.l 

t~i:; t~"GJ.O~.~LC)t of L~ 8:':::lJ. ':'.:~.J.~:i.'i:::"'ll~ i11to ·_~.n UC:8(·1·':-:t.;,~ ::_':·.cj.:.:;t~'" i"J:;''' n,F·-

,...· .. '·~·1 t' ~ ~ .. , ... .;,.....~ -, .. .: '···~n·l '''''''"'I''l-''~ I"'--'~' '.,- ~ ;, -.. A' •• 

~"'!.l.\ • .,!.,:' ,"1 V; .• .l..1.1J1·,. ( ..... _~,.J.,.':. . .:...'_ •.••• ".l..) ,_.· .. lJJ.II...( ).)..1, U. 1!J.:'.Jn::.~ (;-~ .. ,·.r·,·~(.1. ... ·1. 

~-r:.'.Qr;.t"l C',V:i.:ld31" SU).: Ol .. t :. :.1.1,c;t ~XJ • __ :ll':)CL1t.:~.t~ t,:,} cv51C:: c.('~c_"c·.t.:.: ~"·I?~:('l~:i..T 

:~" .... ..r,:~i3, (:i:1~)Gr'3::.(" ~-'CL 11oi·.:1ts ,~"'lci ::'''0f;U.''~ ~in ·"Q)_'.1tr.. Co \.qi(~crc.ti":='l nl'st ~)n 

. ·j.:· ... :Pl to 8·'J.;,').1"::.t:. :l:~ fi:~s( 1:i',1'" 'cr':.f<' ,i,e :~.:l(J .· .. < ... 1"ki(I.,. :rl"01'~ l2.GJ.:.c,"):·;\~tr tr,:.f­

:~'ic ... ·;1(; ~.,.-:.r~:i,1·.. 'S.i:_ht .:::'1( J.nft !-:~"'.nd t;,.'.:!·':,_:·':.c ·::'.:t"·~:,:i"'·.l.3 5110,,1(1 1YJ L15.ti,~\­

t·,.£ • :\.l!'-1!1, h0~;,m."' 1!: .. 10;; nJ~01,l(~, b~ .·pr'Jv:'.(5-:;{ :Y~1:lj.!.::':,~,s, 50 t]:I7·.t ti.\··;:.'" :"·:.:·.7,=­

)'0":;(; 'C.') t~':~;; r'? ... l':·';.~" for :). r":1:·1~.:1,~ tt'.h:'()f:~' ::,·,~tc:,~ X',;:tll 1:'.':1 '-~':'t~ ·.:"r::~r:·~·,.F:. 

" ;l,:~_"I'l ):'"'j.?r5_t- r sh~n.'lt ~).:. ~Y::~l to e,'pst cin,trol. :J:t5J.1..;;1'~r ·A'I,'1::t·~.').1.~ 

'·:::'o:.-lt· ~:;:0 j:.l .. ,.c:·~(' so tl:07:,-:.~ c'n '10'(. .f5,:i."'v t>i"')1..~ ~.'; ·C.T'~.) lC ~··:·.t.t'':;::·:l:=; 01-' ot'·.,':l"-

.. ,jJ:,: .l"'··:~tj"ict. ttc ;:-'1.'11 ,~·c.i15,:;:'2ti:);1 oE "cl'<~; .~j.I·fi;:J.c~ .• ~.j_l'.:'j:JJ.o.' ;~.,)l"'.i.T;':.·(.;~~,~s 

! ',l',::t h.~ r~ov(£ (")'It f'8.r \' :101' 'l~ ':,',O T'O€t t;.~e f'J':'OV2 ~"'-::"'l·;.X·::)".C'1t ;:':".1(' t,; · .. ·:;:"0-

... ,d.(: 0: for ~(~8ql'.:.tO cliGl-·~jrs:i.n:·l 0'" ').~.T.cro:rt. to ~:,).'Qc11'c\) r.;~cce:.~i"';:1 l()c;",:)s to 

·~')c: ,1t or. !'~.ort'-'.l" c:1;-cnc}·. ~!.')(:,icJ.-7 t:r .. :'.:~fjc .·,:·:1-'!:'.t. bE. r~~lt .... c~ ;::,~,!·.\"r ·~r.'):· t.>:~ 

:.' c';' 5. 'TC rl'~"l' . .'r..7( s), ta:;:.:i. fd~l'i '::'P. ;'~:'l(: ")f::.r'd. l' ::.T8;~ .. S. 'T!i.\:; J.rocE'.t.io·"l of ~rJ-;: 

-/','l, L=,'~0~1V,"lC : .... .(",r:,:-; 2:1c" nt,;·,,:1:' c::l,t.ic.:11 i:15t2.1,~.,::ti·::"1.'-:; ... ;hOl,JC~ 1,"'IG ('"5.rF'0rSp.c' 

:·"~:l.r;.'.lJ.el t·") :.1'H.:' :\)."""·1 t;·(-'l '·'.cti .. ,r3 r1pl~r""~'T. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
.:\l't.:-:: /~cti(.q ::~G!,1ort, C1i8rntio'1. 1 ,C 
hcr - 30 'Tovcr(11x~r 1967 

c1 • SD..fat~.r., 

(1) Observc.tlo·,").5 a~1(1 nisc" .. s~i('ll1.. J)"r.L'l~ the '1::ttln of Dtj:: 
TO, sevoral o;rtrer'~ol~r lFtfort1.1.nate acc:ldc'.1ts occurrr.cl.; accideJ.lts l·rhic1" 
co"lc hnvo oa~:i.J.y bC0.n nvo2cled. :nnsS0).1~'et·s 10l".cJ~.n,,:,: ;".)1(~ off-l.ofl.r'in.r.: be­
lico??t()rs conti:1'.100. to 1!c,lk i:.1to tl'rn.l.n;· rotor bl,?.r~8s. T".r'liu::" ~JJ.C.('08 
nx'e n ho.zcrd n.t. a.ny t:ii":lC; hO\·T0'rer, '..rhen 0·'~er:;~.ti;1."· on nther than lennI 
,··'ropnd, th8 ha.~arr' in.crBc,R8,." tei,l-folr1, A rotor striJ"e Hill o.lr~OAt €tl'.r~ys 

res1'1t in C3C2.:oitr,tion ('.n0. 08o.th to the in('i.v5.cl'r.1 i11'101'1eo. 

(2) P..scorT'8nco.tir.m. Perso:rnel o1?--~rati:'l~: i:1 t~lG vicinity of 
h:.;11icopt0rA Ahoplc~ be const8.ntl~.r rcri:ndec1 of. th~ d!3.n:"Gr:; involvQ('. ClnsA­
os or (!"er'o~1::;trations ~ho11.1c1 be ;::i.ve'1 o.R to tr.c nrn;JC1" metboc of boarojn,"! 
0r c:aparti:1E a helj.cort,?r. ex') th~ Just CQucl"dcc' opc:ration, 3 l~.vcs 1!,-;ra 

1nlnecosst'lIily l()st (\1 10 t.o c~1"r81!~:1,9n;JSr. itl tJ~is no.niler. 

I Jncl 
" n:Q (~O SPA,'.TZ) 

Distri l'l1.,tion 
2-1nt j\vn 'Ar10 
L;.-l?tl1 Cbt ;~vn ~~}) 

2-!,.th 11f Di'T 
I-lRt il,~0, 4th J1f r'j" 
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