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AVBACB=CO — o . -, 13 November 1970

SUBJECT: Operational Heport - Lassons Learned, Headquarters, 52nd
ﬁ viation Battalion (COmbat), Period Lnding 31 October 1970,
CS CSFEk-65 (hz) (U) - -

SEE DISTHIBUTION

1. Section l = Operations: Significaﬁt activitieéﬁ .

a. (C) General, This report for the period l nugust 1970 through 31
October 1970 is submitted in compliance with sk 525-15, USaMPAC heg 525-16
and USsHV Supplement 1 to LK 525-15,

- £1) Headquarters, 52nd aviation Battalion (Combat), LTC honald H. Merritt,
Conmanding, remains at Camp Hollowey, Fleiku, HVN. Inclosure 1 reflects the
station list of all assigned and attached units with location and ak0, as of 31
Qetoboer 1970,

(2) During the quartor the.battalion underwent a significant change of
missions as 20 VNAF .aviators reported to the 189th:-a»HC on'20 sugust 1970
anc 20 VNAF aviators reported to the 170th «HC.on 15 October 1970, Both
groups were involved in rhase 1 & II of Improvement anc Modernization Program,
The 57th »lC and 119th LHC saw a reduction in comnitted aireraft as the 4th
Intantry Livision conducted a stancdown prior to redeployméent, The battelion
continues to support the 5th Special Forces Group, ‘airborno; II LWVN Corps;

. MaCVs other forces in the Central Highlandsy and the remaining deployed

elements of the US Fourth Infantry Division, (See Inclosure 2). &ll opera=-
tional and acministra#ive functions and activities of Camp Holloway, Holloway
amy airfielc, and Kontum Army airfield are controlled by the 52nd aviation
Battalion (Combat),.
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SUBJECT: Operational Keport ~ LoBdgld
Aviation Battalion (CoybR%),
K0S CSkFUK-65, (r2) (U) |

b. (C) Frursonnel

(1) hawarés and Decorations. The following awams- were approved and
presented during this reporting period.

X

Silver Star - 4 . 0 &
Soldlers Medal 1 3 1] A
Distinguished Flying Cross S 560 R0 . 9 79
Bronze Ster nV¢ 3 15 . 0 18
Bronze Star 32 65 27 124
ariy Counendation Medal "VW - R 0 0 2
army Comuendetlon Medal : 174 220 118 - 512
Air Medal ®"yn 27 15 6 48
air Medal 128 79C . 589 1507
Furple deert , 3. 2 Q- 5

424 1130 749 2303



(3) Fersomnel turnover for the reporting perled was as follows:

uFF ICkLS
HodTH  GeINS  LUSSES  CHalGH Lan NS
- alG 2/ 11 +13 ‘ 152
SEV 12 13 ~1 113
o 16 14 +2 96

(4) The battalion total strength is 1652 us of 37 Uchuabor 147v. The

Ex

i GaalGE
37 415
Jan e
135 -37

battalion is short 18 comuissivned ofticurs, 32 wurrenth o 'flcers, anc 154
enllsted uen. Strengths by units ere shown in Inciusure iIZ,

(5) Informetion uffice activities:
(a) krinted heleases 196
(b) rictorial heleases 75
(c¢) Houetown rrinted heleases 661

(¢) Hometown rictorial nelesacs 25C
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4VBLCB=-CC (13 Nov 70) ‘

SUBJECT: Uperational keport - Lessons Ieerned; e 5
hviation Battelion (Gumbat), keriod knding 31 uetuber 1970,
nCs C8FOh(5 (h2) (U) :

(6) heenlistnent Lata

HIC 524 Sety  57th 119tk  17uth  179th ~1e9th  2L0th  30lat Total

Al U 1 o 1 0 CRN - 1 3
SEP G ¢ G 1 1 v A 2 4
oor 1 ¢ 3 ¢ o G 3 2 11

(7) Lueal wctivities.

The legal section was formed in wugust, 1970, with the assignoent
of tus non-Jall certified lawyers to the Battslion, . These lawyers gsswicd all
cuties of treil anc defense counsel for emses arising out of ths 52u, 7/17
Cav, and 43¢ Signel Battalion, at the tiue the legal section was fourned, the
524 anl elght cases pending with charges in sone of the casecs Gating back
to early in the year. The ducket was reuuced to nothing anc at thig time there
arc 1l new cases pending in this Battalion, Eight of the 11 coses pending et
this tine are crug rolated offenses, This can be attributed to the inerease
in the use of crugs throuphout Vietnan and to the inercasec enphasis on drug
control in the battalion, The legel section has coubined offorts with the
Ghaplain and Flight Surgeon to present arug prograss - to all k4's oné below and
the CIs gave a class to all officers and CNu's on urup Control,

¢, (C) Intelligences The 8-2 section c¢ontinues to publish a deily
intelligence swwuary of significate activities in the rleiku - kontwa = Uinh
vinh rrovinece area. Intelligence information is gaticred frowm the Headquarters,
Military segion II: 4th Infentry Uivision; 5th Speeinl Forces; 525 MI wetache
merts; other supported units; lialson visits to.other -2 utflces; snu de-
brisfings subiitted by aviaters anc air mission cur.za.ers,

(1) Ency wcltivity: buring this re.orting pericd the 52nd aviation
Fattalion (Coubet) assets were subjected to one (i) waely iaitiated attack
by fire. This attack tuok plice during the nonid of Septeaver when the alre
stiip locaved et Lok To recciveu six (6) 122mm »ockets. Trvs attack resulted
ir ope (1) WH-1G Gestruyed end one (1) AH=1G i,

(2} movenent: vuring the last week of Uctor the a-20 Snpper Battalion
whick was previcusly thought to have been loeated in bastern Casbocia has been
identified Southwest of Ls Unsis. The 631lst sattziica has set up a base
ce.ip in the Chu rrong Mounteins approximately 20 ku west of rleiku, Luring
the :ionth of Septemver clevients of the 4U8th Sepper Battalion umoved fron
their noriel locction in Bose area 229 to site due *est of L Weight-bavis,
Also, the 1-954 Duttelion woved into the vieinity of L% Blackhnwk on QL 19,

(3) Wew Units:  The 394 srtillery battalion which kas been curricd ae sn
unknown unit has been identified in contact 10 kil.gouth of Caup Enari, This
unit'’s last known location was IBaker, Caubodia,

—x,
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SUBJECT: Operntional heport - Lessons Learned, Haauquarters, 52nd
hbvintion Battalion (Coubat), lFeriod knding 31 vetober 1970,
HCS CSMUk=65 (n2) (U)

(4) Enery capabilities, vulnerabilities and probable courses of action:

(n) Capabilities: The eneily pussesses the .capability of conuucting
battalicn sized operatlons against allied installations, base cawmps, and
populated arens in buth Kontwa anu rlelku rrovinces,, - In addition the enemy
canh conduct stunu-off/sapper attacks employing wortars up to l22im, 75mm
recoilless rifls, and rockets up to 14Gas throughout the aren. The eneny
can also interdict Qi 14 anc WL 19 with conpoany size units, Friendly air
activity may be restricteu with fire frow small arhs, autonatic weapons, and
12.7ma and 37im antiealrceroft weapons,

(b) Vulnerabilities: Enemy units ere subject to airstrikes, and
artillery fire while moving, in bivagho, or wuassing for an attack, Munitions
an. fool caches are vulnerable to alllew search and clear opesratiuns,

Bivoygac sites can be located by airborne personnel anc red haze détection
devices; alsc, novement can be Cvtooted by alrborne anc ground sensor aevices,
kneiyy lines of coinwunication sre over extended anc 5ubJect to interciction

by allied forces, -

(¢) The enemy should continue to limit thedr actions to political
activity, siall scale attacks, anu ccts of terrorism with a noticable absence
of large unit actions, allled installations and base camps along with logis-
tical compleres will probobly be tergeted for attacks by firevwhlle local
BF + IF units involved in the GYN pacification probram wlll recelve the bulk
of the sigll unit harrassing attacks.

(5) knery Battle Losses:

(2) Confirmed Kfi 187

(b) kstisated KBa 260
(c) Structures Lestroysd 352
(¢) ostructurss Laneged 92

{4) Ground to air Fire: Luring this repocting perloc the 52nc avigtion
Batteilcn had sixtyesix aircrzafti hit by ground-to-air fire, From the total
nunber of aireraft hits, thirty sircraft were hit with Sa fire; thirty-une
were hit with autonntic weapon fire of the .30 callber type; three were hit
with .5C calibcr fire; and two alreraft were hit by fire larger than 50
caliber,

(7) Security Clearances: The following clearances were granted/validated
by the 5-2 section during this reporting period.

alG  SkP Q6T Iulal

SECHET 31 L A o LUNE FBEN TIAL
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SUBJECT: Uperational heport - Lessons Leamew, Heawguarters, 52ng
avietion battalion (Corbat), serieu knding 31 Uetober 1970,
nCS CsFun~65 (n2) (U) ' '

de (C) Operations.
(1) Luring the reporting perioC, the 52né aviation Battelion (Combat)

has supported combat, combat service, anc pacification operations throughout

the II Military hegion. The battalion flew a total of 29,395 hours during the
period, incluwding 13,407 hours of combat asscult, Units or activities récelving
daily aviation support ineluded the 4th Infantry Livision, MaCV, 5th Speecial
korces Group (airborne), IFFV drtillery, II Military hegion, enc fleiku, Kontw,
rhu Bon, and Einh binh Frovinces. Tabulated date of operationsl results is
shown in Inclosure 4.

(2) The following operations wore supported cﬁ}ing the poriod,

WiERT Tul o SLanT . Tl INATT Ul
rark Silver Continued Continues
rutnain raragon Continued e 12 mugust U
rutnair Valley 13 avgude 30 oo 28 august 70
Wayne span : Continued i T august TG
Wayne rierce . 7 hugust 70 : 27 wugust 76
Wayne lorse ' ‘ 26 august 76 ' 14 vetober 7C
Brandeis Blue Centinued _ 2% mugust 7¢
Npuyen Huo 13 uvetober 70 17 Getober 76
Nguyen Hue o 23 wetaber 70 25 Jetober 70

(3) The 57th aviation Goupeny (assault Helicopter) continued to provide
support priuarily to the 4th Infantry Livision, II Curps, IFFV artillery, 5th
Special Forces Group {(airborne), and Coumané anc Control Central,

{(4) Until a L.Us standcown on 30 Cetober 197G, prior to redeployment, the
119th uviation Coupany (assault Helicopter) hac the priuary nission this
quarter of suppurting the 4th Infantry Livision. The unit also supported
MaCV, IFFV Artillery Group, 5th Special Forcos Group, II Corps Heauquarters,
173G ubBN gde, anc &nVN units, :

(5) The 17Cth aviation Coapany (assault Helloopter) continusd in a general
Support roles The nain idssion support went to AHVN units, Coixaend and Control
Gentral, 5th Special Forces Group (airborne), 22nc Livision Forwarc (auvi)

II Corps HeaCquarters, anc eleuents of the 52nd aviation Sattalion (Uombats.
un 15 Jetober 1970, the mission of the 170Uth changed significantly with the
adcition of 20 WNak avintors to the company. The 17¢th pilots are training
the VNAF in orcer to enable thea to beeoue proficient in coubat helicopter
operations in the hepublic of Vietnam. s of 31 uetober 1970, the VHLF
avietors had flown an averape of 24,1 hours, '

(6) The 179th aviation Coupany (Support Helicopter) continued to support
the first and second brigades of the 4th Infantry Livision in the an fhe arco,

CONFIDENTAY,
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AVBLCB-CC (13 v 7C) S :

SUBJECT: ‘Uperational neport - lessons Lenrned, Heauwquarters, 52nd
Aviation Battalion (Combat), reriod Ending. 31 uct.ober 197¢,
hCS O8FuR-05 (n2) (U) ' L

It also supportec the 224 Livision (hrVN), DbV artillery, 5th specinl
Forces Group (airborne), II Corps Heaaquarters, the 17th avietion Group
(Conbat), end the 7/17th Cavalry, o

(7) The 1£9th aviation Conpany (sssault felicopter) providew support
to the 5th speclal Forces Group (hirborne), I1 Corps deadquerters, anc the
4th Infentry Livision. The aission of the 1£9th underwent s trciencous change
on 2u sugust 197C, as they receives 2G Vietnauese ni Foree aviaturs, recent
gracuates of flicht schoul nt Hunter kb, savannah, Georgia. The mission given
the 1t9th was to train the VNa¥ aviators in the art-of air mobllity and
techniques «f combat helicopter operstions in the Republic of Vietnau, &8 of
31 uctobur 1370, the 20 VNik hes flown the minfinz: number of hours required
(1&C) under the I&M klan 7(=51,

(6) The 219th aviation Company (Utilit kirplene) was transferred to the
52nd avietion Battalion (Combet) on 15 wetober 197C, The 219th ecntinued its
air support for MaCV advigory Tean 36-Fleiku, MulV sivisory Tean 4l-ontwa,
HnCV sdvisory Teanm 42-binh Linh, MalV saviscry Tema 25-Larlac, 52¢ artillery
Group in Bontum ancd rleiku rrovinces, the 4th Infentry Livision, the 173d
airburne Brigede, ‘Comend end Control Central (CCC), Go.sanc anc Control Socuth
(CC8), and 5th Special Forces Group (sirborne). un. 24 uctober 197G, the
acuitional mission of supporting MalV aGvisory Team 31-rhu tdon, at Cheo hwo
WAS TECeived, ‘ » -

(9) The 361st aviation Cuupany (kscort) has hac the priuvery uission of
supporting Counund and Control Central (Fuo II) deily curing the reporting
perios This support consisted of aix (6) nﬂnlu's;'four-(4§-of which sup.crted
Fuli I1 at Kontum, In adcition to the six (6) «H-1G's that supported Comend
anc Gontrol Centrul, the 36lst aviation Coupany iaintains two (2) ad-1G's on
II Corps thirty (303 rinute standby at night, anc, when requestec, curing

" daylipht hours,

(10) Luring the perice the Battalion experiencec hazarcous flying condis
tions cue to the nonscon season anc high wincs caused by tropical storns along
the const.

e« (U) Treining, The Battalion has continueu its extensive training
progran initiacted last quarter. Keplaceient trainin. of new eviators ang
orientation of supporteu pround unit coiwisanders hes received utiiost attention,
Liaison hes been uade with ahVN units of the IT military hepion (47th anVh
hegt, 42nc sV hept, ane 22nd wnVN Livision Healquarters) anc classes are
being prepared on the tactical empluyixent of rotary-winged airernft. These
classes, toupht to all suborcinate yrounc unit coumenuers, will cover all
aspects of cirmobile operations frou the selection of the r%4 to the actual
assault into the L4, These classes will be taught by the battalion Liaison
ufficer to LI Gorps Militery Heauquarters. The Usttalion stancarcization
section has undertaken a prograir of instrunent instruction for pilots to
insure that they are proficient for instrunent flights. also, an (H-58k
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AVBACB-CC (13 Nov 70) :
SUDJECT; Uperntionsal heport - Lessons Learned, &eauquarters, 52nd

sviation Bottalion (Gowbat}, rerio. knding 31 uctober 1970,
rCS Cskum=65 (n2) (U) o ‘

Anstructor pilot was assigned to battalion healquarters anc trensitioned ten
of the staff, This quarter the 52nc Battalion requestes 232 quoutas for
AsiTS Courses anc received 6. This is in comparison to the first quarter
when (1 quotas were requeste. and 3L were received, an extensive ground
school in the concept of alrmobile operations was taught the 2C Viak of the
170th onc the 20 VNAF of the 189th. «lana arc underway at this time to
train personnel of the 229th VNat Squacron being iommed at rleiku 4B in the
care ang use of rUL procucts, This training will be domducted by persommel
fron the Battalion 8~4 office. ilans are also belng drawn up anc olasses
preporsd on the preparation ant use of rll's, uaintenance reports, and

care of the aircraft, Members of the battalion staff will assist in this
instruction. In addition, durin; the last week in iLctober .wubers of the
5and rathfinder Letachment began training 24 wewbers of the 3rd sbVu Cavelry
II Corps hangers in the techniques of Pathfinder ewployuent,

fo (C) Losistica.

(1) Class II: The problew of non-availability of flight gloves was
alleviated. This was accoaplished by our BEn Supply technioisn hand carrying
our consolidated 1ist of all valic due cut requests directly to ICOV Long
Binh, Upon subidssion’ of our requisitions we received an approxinete 92% f£11l.

(2) Class III:

a. We aro cxperlencing an apparent problen in nsintaining en stequate
supply (15 Says) of Class III & on hand, -

be Total Jie4 cispensec by this Dattalion curing the regorting period
was 1,161,G0C gallona, e

(3) Class Vi

oy Ammnition issues an¢ expenditures for helicopter gunships, by
type, were as followss o f

2.75" hkt 6,149 : 5,324
40 26,550 19,600
7,624 M 574, 000 726,536
20 m 16,60 14,452

be un geveral occasions curin, this past quarter we have expericnoed the
problen of our LSk having soveral types of ordnance listud on thelr ask
that are not included on our aShe Exanples MO23 (C~4), M456 (Let Cord), GES1
(Frag, gronade) .
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