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.... VBJ.OB-C0 13 November 1970 

SUBJECT I Operational Report" Lessons Learned, Headquarters, S2nd 
~viation Battalion (Combat), Feriod 1nding 31 Ootober 197C, 
Res OSF0}(...65 (lt2) (u) .....' 

S~ DISThIBUTION 

1. Section 1 - Operations I Significant ~ctivities., .. 

n. (0) General •. This report for thu period 1 JiUgust 1970 through 31 
October 1970 is submitted in oompliance with ~ 525-15, USahP.O hog 525-15 
and USbhV Supplement 1 to Ah 525-15. 

(1) Headquarters, 5200 Aviation Battalion (Combat), LTC honald H. Merritt, 
COIllmanding, remains at Camp Holloway, l'leiku, INN. Inolosure 1 reflects the 
station list of all assigned and attached units with looation and ~O, as of 31 
Ootobor .1970. 

(2) During the quartor thfl. battalion underwent a signifioant change of 
missions as 20 VNJJ1'aviato),lS reported to thel£9tl • .iJIC on' 20J.,ugust 1970 
anc 20 Vl'/&P' aviators reported to the 170th .HO·on 15 Ootober 1970. Both 
groups were involved in l'haseI&II of Improvement and Hodernization Frogram. 
The 57th AHO and ll9th AHO saw a reduction in comnittod aircraft as the 4th 
In1antry iJivision conduoted a standdown priorto'rodfJploymerit. The battalion 
oontinues to support the 5th Special Ji'oroesGroup,': ... lrbornoj II bhVN Corps; 

, MJ,.CVI other 1'01'00$ in the Central. Highlands; and thE; remaining deployed 
elements of the US l"ourth Infantry Division. (See Inclosure 2). All opera­
tional andac1ministra~:".· funotions and aotivities of Camp Holloway, Hollow/.V 
l!.l'llI¥ .... irfielc, and Kontum i,l'Ir\Y airfield are oontrolled by the 52nd J. via tion 
Battalion (Combat). . 
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Jl,VBJ.CB-CO (JJ Nov 70) 
£ OBJECT I Opera ti enal ,t(o port -

Aviation Battalion \IiO~a.uJ 
hOd CS~'O~65, (.l1.2) I_~ ___ --''':::'--'-:'-----' 

b. (0) ~ersonnel 

(1) Jo.warc,s and Decorations. The follow:ing awardS- wer" approved .and 
presented during this r,)porting period. 

Silver Star 
Soldiers i"ledal 
Distinguished i'lying Cross 
Bronze Sw.r nv" 
Bronze Star 
ar--\y Co"lllondation Mcdal nvu 
Amy Comendc.tion Medal 
!dr Hedal "Vn 

Air Medal 
Purple lke.rt 

4 0 
1 .3 

50 20 
.3 15 

.32 65 
20, 

174 220 
27 15 

128 790 
---l . _--4' 
424 11.30 

.Q9I 

o 
o 
9 
o 

27 
o 

118 
6 

;89 
.....Q 
749 

~ 

4 
4 

79 
18 

124 
2 

512 
48 

15U7 
---2. 
2.30.3 



(3) h;rSOM&1 turnov"r 10r t.h" r()p()rtin,~ pcrici was as follows: 

I,Jn~ClltS It~ 

!ilJ..J\i1'.F. Q.!4~ LuS.::lif.§ ClW!Gl!. ~IN§ :~:iL".l~. (; riJJ~c, E. 

.hOG 24 11 +13 152 13'7 +15 
SBf.' 12 13 -1 113 l3? -20 
(X/II 16 14 +2 9& 1J5 -37 

(I.) The butt(\lion total strl:ngth is 1£52 I~S of 31, v~t,)b"r 1')7", The 
btltta1it.>n is short 18 cO~lliJissiuned ofiicvrs, 32 "fJrl a,; +, o;:'f::'cers, and 154 
enllst6Q l:~n, Strengths by units are shown in Inclvsur", HI. 

(5) Inforr.ll.~tion Li:f'fiCEl hCtivi tiE>s: 

(a) i:-rintod lL(;lenses 196 

(b) i-ictorial Mlt'ItS()S 75 

( c) HOllotOwn hint .. " MIElases 661 

(c,;) H01OllltOwn Hctorial ltElICasLs 250 

3 , GONFIHENTIA.L 



"V&.CD-CC (1.3 Nuv 'Ie) 
SUBJi.!;GTI lJperntillnal ltbPort - Lossons 

hviation Battali'Jn (C,xlbnt), 
"Od 0s}'Oh-(,5 (.h2) (U) 

karnbt;" hUaCqlldXtC.PS, 52nd 
.h,riod l!.ndinl .31 uct.ob0r 197(" - .. 

(6) hCE.nlistuGnt uata 

Hi:ill 52d Sety ~ 119th ~ .J12.:t.!l '1.1d.:li.!l ZJ.:2!h 361st Total 

.,!Xl I.J 1 G 1 () G 0 1 .3 
S]!;P L v ( () 1 1 C 2 4 
OCT 1 C .3 C c v .3 2 1 lC 

(7) 1<-<al J.ctivities 

l'h." legal so'ction was form.d in .. u"ust, 1970, with til" assignmmt 
of tw non-J"CC c~rtified lawyers to the Battr.lion. 'i'hese lawyers aSslLJL.C: all 
cl<ti.e~ of trr:.H Cln~ defense counsel for cases arising out of tho 52", 7/J.7 
Gav, and 4.3(l Signal Battnlion. ..t th" till'" thE l6[,al sGctiun was f'vrLl(;d, the 
52a :lllC eight cases pending with ch:,rges in 8011(:; of the caSGS (;nting back 
to cnrly in the yoar. The docket was reuuc(,(! to nothint; une at this till(; thbre 
arc. 11 new ensE.S pondinf: in this Battalion. E.if:i1t of tho 11 cases pending e.t 
th:Ls tL!E<: arc (rue: r(;l'l.t€t: (,ffenses. This can be attribute.; to th,~ increase 
in tl~o use of crugs tl1rOuthout Vi"tnnI:! ane to the in"rc1we<. ",raphc.sis on Grug 
control in th" va ttalion. Th~ logul section has COU'-linLd offorts with the 
ebnjlJ.ain and r H,ht Surgeon to present c:ru(, jJr ,;grt:\)OlS to till l!.Lf' S C,l!(', b .. low and 
the eli" gave a class to all officurs an<: GNu's on urue C'ill'trvl. 

c. (e) Inttllipcnce: Tho 3-2 section 0 mtinues tel publi.sh a "aily 
intelligenco SUHJary of siE.nificnto activities in the Heiku - j\On'tUl.l - Dinh 
Linh i"rovinc() ar('a. IntE,llieoncE) infonJa tion is L c. til,jreU fro,;! the Ikatlquart0rs, 
Military "ogion II: 4th Inf'r:ntI'Y Jjivisionj 5th SpecLl ~orc",s; 525 MI uetach­
uont; othcl:' Buppor'tot: 'units; liaisoll visits to nth",:.:' ,'-2 uffices; e,nl.< do­
br:~I:::.ln£:s S'.1.bl.U ttcd. by aviators o.n~ air r:lission C',J;,'r..~~·~~11 .. ers" 

(1) E;ncqy ","citivity: Lurin, this re,;ortinb peT'!.cd thl 52n(; hviation 
l",c'~t,1:,.ion (G,)ubat) assets w"rb subj(.cted to on~ (:l,1 ,-i]Ol,;Y i.:1Hiateu attack 
bj" :,ir<:;, This attack t'Jok pLc() ,:,urint thE<: lJor:Gll 01 .kpt(;,.l~Gr when th" air­
stc:'i.p locateCi at 10k To receiveu siX (6) 1221:u.l ~·,)ckets. Tl',:'.fJ attack r8sultecl 
in :~l1f,;) (1) j~J-:t (:.(.struy",: e.n( or~u' (1) ,Wi-In c"1~.i,t2/:'t;. 

(2) l'101TGl:lcnt: Lurint: the last week of Uct", ',I' the 1, .. 2U Sllppcr Battalion 
whier. W1S previvusly thought tc hnvu b0(.n locatr,,: L~ l:.astcrn Gai.lbocia has bctm 
id,J!1tHieG Southwest of 14 Vasis. Th" 6.31st datta:':h,::l has set up a baso 
ca,.lp in th.:, Chu rront Jvlountains approximately 20 kll west of ,deiku. uuring 
the Llonth of SepteraoGr olenents of th& 40Sth Sapp~r Battalion 1,10V0d fron 
their norn",l locntion in Br,sE; ",ro" 229 to si t~ l,Ub "'~st of U 'wbight-lJavis. 
i.lso, th0 1-95'-' Datte.lio11 1.,,>voC; into th0 vi(\initJ of J;(. B:,wkhllwk on QL 19. 

(.3) New Units: The 39Lf "rtillcry Battalion ;ihich has be,en curri~d as an 
unknown unit hus be-on ir,entifiod in contact 10 lw.. . .sou·uh uf C/,ll.lP ]!;nari. This 
uni t' s last known location wns lhkcr, CeJ;lbvCia. 
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'OOue'DArTH' NA1l0NALAHCHIV'~ ~ .. ] "ji.~ II ~'1il 
Aut',~nt'J D. ~ 

, P;f i~. HPAA O~\... ......• 
.. 

.. V&'CB-CC 
S UJ3J]'cT : 

(13 Nov 70) 
()p~rlltional hfrport - Lessons 
j,viation Battalion (Co;:lbat), 
i1CS CSl!'ul1,.65 (,,2) (U) 

Learu€.cl, Heacquarters, 52nd 
}'orioC: lmC:ini; 31 uctob.~r 197(j, 

EnetW capnbiliti~s, vulnerabilities nne.: probabJe.courses of noM.on: 

(a) Capabilities: ThE, ene;,v possesses thto.capability of cum,uc:ting 
battalion sized operations against allied installations,. basG c~ps, and 
populatec: areas in both KontUlD. an", d&iku n'ovinces •. : .:u. aC:di tion the eneltW 
can conc~uct stanct-off/sapp~r attacks E;mploying j,lOrtars up to 1221Jl.l, 75m 
recoilless rUh, ane; rockets up to 14C1Jloi throughout the area. The en6LlY 
can also int",rCiict 1.1114 ane I.,!L 19 wi th cOllpa~ size units. F'riendly air 
activity :,lOY be restricts« with firE froru small arlj,S, auto:'lIltic weapons, and 
12.71:1rl ant. 37',nl anti-aircraft weapons. 

(b) Vulnerabilities I Enemy units are subject to airstrilws, ana 
artil] ~ry firo while lloving, in bivd,aO, or 1.1Ilssinf; for an attack. Munitions 
ane. fooe, caches nre vuln"rable to alliel, search an(' clear op6rntiuns. 
BivCft,iac sites can be located by airborne personnel anl. red haZE> detection 
devices; also, oovement can b .. G"tected by airborne ane grounc; sensor GovicE<s. 
Ene,;\), 11n0s of oOliLlunict.ticn nre over extonde<.l /lnu subject to interdiction 
by allic~, forces. 

(c) The, enemy shuulC continue to linit th(Jir actions to political 
aci:ivity, s;·.:all 8calo attacks, ane c,cts of t"rroriso with a .noticnble abflonce 
of 1n::-1:\0 unit o.ctions. hlli~d installations ant'. bllse Caops along with lc)€.is­
tiu(\l cO!:IplEl.\?es will probtlbly bl tnrgE;tetl for atte.cks by firo mile local 
.QF + d units involved in th" (NH pacification program will rt;;c€liv" the bulk 
of the sr.1Il11 unit harrassing attacks. 

(5 ) h.ncl:iY Ba ttl., Losses: 

( ,:, ,., Confiroed 1I.l:l.i., 187 

(b) 18 tLlD. ted KBA 2£>0 

( c) Structure;s iJestroy·,d 352 

( ,:) btructures iJarlllged 92 

(6) Cir'::unci to hir Hre: Luring this rep():rt ... n!!, p",rioi. the 52nd .. viation 
Bat".;,llitn he,d sixty-six aircldt hit by isround-to-air fire. Froo the total 
nurlo<;r of nircraft hits, thirty aircraft Wbre hit with Sa fire; thirty-one 
wer", hit with autol:lIltio weapon fire of th~ .30 calib"r type; three wer" hit 
with .50 calibe;): fire; and two aircraft were hit by firo larger than .50 
cnliber. 

(7) bl:'curity Clearancos: l'he followin~ clearances worE< granted/validated 
by the S-2section during this reportine puriod. 

all1i 

'~'-

SEC}1]:r 31 
C01~mE;NTIAL 1 

lllit 
12 
10 

21 
9 

TuTjL 

64 
20 ~o l'\1F IDEN1'lAL 

5 

" 
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.... V&.CB-CC (1.3 Nov 7C) 
':>UBJECT: Operational :nbport - Lessons MaI'lWO, licaoqUc'.rters, 52nc1 aviation iil;ttalion (Cor.ibllt), ,I eriou lnG1ng, 31 \"ctobbr 197c, :nCS CSF'\Jt1.o65 (.t\2) (U) 

u. (C) Oporations, 

(1) i"urin[ the reportinG periUL, the 52n6 J.viation IJatte.lion (Corabat) has supporteQ cOllbat, cOl:lbat servicE>, an': pacification opbrations throu~hout the II Milit"ry hegian. The battalion flew a t'Jta1 of 29,.395 hours during the perioe, includinr, 13,407 hours of cO!.lbnt assoult. Units or activities rllceiving daily aViation support includod the 4th Infantry 1ivision, l-!J.CV, 5th ::lpeclial ~orces Group (j,.irborne), D:W iU'tillury, II Hili tary. he€,ion, Me, ,t 10iku, KontUll, iohu Bon, and dnh Dinh }rovinces. Tabulat"c] aa til. 01 opera tionci r0sul'~s is shown in InclosurE> 4. 

(2) 'rho followin/i. op~rations wert:' BUpportu<1 c:urin~ tht- purioo, 

i-ark Silver 
i-utnC,l.1 J:'llrllgon 
rutnail Valley 
wayne "pan 
Wayne :t-iE>rco 
Wayne ~orse 
Brant:ois Blue 
l'Ie',uycn HUG 
N(;uyen HUE> 

Continuecl 
Continuecl 
13 .. ugu~q0 
Continued 
7 l.ugust 70 
;W hUgust 70 
Continued 
13 I.Jct"Der 7c 
23 ClC G,lber 70 

TI:JiI>IIl'i;.TI uN 

Continues 
12 .o.u~ ust 7L' 

". . 21 J.1ltust 7\0 
L I, • 7 ... ugust 7(; 

27 .,U/5ust 70 
14 uctob"r 7(; 
25 .... UfuSt 7(; 
17 uctobc.r 70 
25 0ctub~r 70 

(3) The 57th j,viation (JoJ:lpany (Assl\ult Helicopter) continuoG to proviae support priiJ<lrily to the 4th Infantry iJivision, II Corps, D'l>'V hrtHle17, 5th Sp~cial ~'orces c'roup (',irborn~'), ane.: GOl,IraanC: ant, C0ntrul Central. 

(4) Until a Id.r,. stanc1c:own on .30 vctobl.Jr 1970, jllrior to r(;cE;plOYlwnt, the 119th "vintion Co,Jpany (Assault Helicopter) haL the priL1l\ry ;:lission this quarter of supp0rting th0 4th Infantry lJivision. Tne un.it also suppurted Mi.,CV, ilF'V J,rtillery Group, 5th Special l<'oroes Group, . II Corps l'lea,-,quarteI's, 17.3u "EN 1)(1", ana J.hVN units. 

(5) The 17Cth ",viation to!lpany (Assault Hdicopter) continuGc.i in a s<>neral support role. The t1/).in • .lission support went to J.hVJ1 units, COI,lrJe.nd and Control Central, 5th Special E'orces Group ( •• irborne), 22oe: '1ivision 1<0rwarl: (J.!iV~) II Corps H(.;a(,quarters, an~ deLlents of the 52nc b.viation iJnttnlion (GOl,lbat). un 15 vctobcr 197(" th .. !:u'SSiOll of th~ 17uth chnng"C: significuntly with the addition of 20 VN~' avil\tors to the coupany. The 17cth pilots nrc training the; VNiJi' in ort (;r to <Jnablt. the," to b .. cotj~ prcfici,mt in cOL1bat helicopter op",rations in the hepublic of Vietnll.Ll. ....6 of .31 uotobur 1970, the VI-uJi' aviators hud flown an uverl\t,e of 24.1 hvurs. 

(6) The 179th b.viation Corapany (Support HGlicopt~r) continued to suppurt tho first nne.: secone.: brigades of thE: 4th Infantry i"ivision in the ",n l'.ho a:rbtl, 

6 
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,.vBl.CD-CO (13 f'lov 70), 
SUBJECT: vporc,tLmal l1.eport - Lessons Learne<1, Heu',quurtEJrs, 52ru), 

l.viation,Bntt£\lion (C0i:lbnt), hriod lmdill~, 31 uot"i.;ur 197U, 
hCS cs~ uh-65 (11.2) (U) , 

It also supporto~ the 22d 1i vision (J.hVN), I1rl, V "rtilhry, 5th "'p<..oio.l 
F'orcEJs Group ( ... irborne). II Corps lieaQquurtc:rs, the 17th' .. vieticn Group 
(Coubat), and the 7/17th Cavalry. , ', 

(7) The 1£9th Jlviuti()n COllpa~ ( ... ssault rielioupt(,r) provide ... suppurt 
to the 5th Sp"oial Ji'oroes GrC)up ( .. irborne), II Corps rleadquarters, ant" the 
4th Infantry IJivision. The ,:U.ssion of the 1l9th undervent D. tr(uent.ous change 
on 2\) i.u(,11st1970, 0.8 th<oy receive," 20 Vietnauesc" ,oll' J!'orce ",viat",rs, recEmt 
eraduntc:s oJ flibht schaul I!t Hunter AI.}, oavannnh, Goo:rllia. The mssion liven 
thl> lL9th was to truin th~ VN.J.< nviators in thE> art ',of airl:.ubil1ty and 
techniques L,f cot)bat helicoptor operc.tions in the J:tapublic of Vi<..tn(U,lo .. s of 
31 uctobur 1970, the 20 Vl'I .... huc flown the r.unii.llL. nWlbc:r uf hours required 
(18G) unc.: .. r the I&M Han 70-51. 

(8) The 219th "vintion Comllany (Utility "'irplD.n,,) was transfcrrcd to the 
52nc; .. vic.tion Battnlion (Col.lbnt) on 15 ",etober 1':17(.. The 219th continued its 
air suppurt for i'lnCV ",dvisvry TC!nI.l 36-Pleiku, t-lJ'(;V ",C:visory Teal'. 41-!\ontU::J, 
til.CV ... tivi80ry Tew 42-binh idnh. !,.u.(;V ./<Civist;ry 1'call 25-iJarlac, 52(; Artillery 
Ciroup in j,untULl nne. doiku'rovinc()s, the 4th Inf&lltry iJivision, the; 173<1 
... irborno Bri&ade,COLltl&lld an" Control Central (Ceq, CO;.ll.;an(; and C,)ntrol douth 
(COd), and 5th Sp"einl ~orces Gr()up ( ... irborne). un 24 \,/otobcr 1970, thC! 
ac~<1itione.J. mssion of supj.>ortinl:. Ili,<:.V Jt.L~visory Tt)Oll 31-.t'hu )jull, at Cheo MlO 

WAS rec€Jivl.a. 

(9) The .361st .. viation ClJllpMy (l!.scort) has hac thL j.>ril;.ary Llis6ion of 
suworting COl.ll,lL:ne and Cuntrol Central (} VD H) de,ily ~urin~ the report in" 
perier:. This SUPi,,)rt consisted of six (6) ... rl_l(,15, four, (4) of whieh sUI'},c'rteu 
FWD II at I\.ontum. In adGition to th" six (6) .J!-lu1s th~\t sUpj.>urtcocJ COll,Janel 
nn~ Control Centrul~ the 361st"vintion COllpa~ l.lnintains two (2) .wi-luIs on 
II Corps thirty (:3\.;) Minute stan(:by at night, o.nt., when request(;c,. Lurin~, 
day li(,ht hours. 

(lu) Durini. thu )Jerivc.. tho B"ttalion expericncec: hazarcous flyin!;, condi­
tions c.ue to the IlOIlBoon soason ant. hie;h winCs C<lUSOU by tropioal storus along 
the coast. 

e. (U) Trainini<. The Battulion has continUb,[ its extensive training 
progrnll initiatecl last quarter. t\t;!Jluce;.J£:nt trl\inin~ of new I!vi"tors ane, 
orientation of SUf>jJurtf,'" t:rounc:: unit CUj;i.JIJnders hns rElcciv~(. utlJost nttontion. 
Linison has been uada with lIJ.VN W1itS of th(;l II !'lilitary hetiol1 (47th lIJ\VN 
Met, 42nc". JU,Vl~ M,ct, anc 22no lIJ\VN iJivisiun Heat,quarters) ane. classes are 
bein" pr"pc.red on th" tactj cal ci:lj.>lvY;lcnt of rutary-wint;ec. aircraft. These 
classes, ta.uLht to all 6uborc.inat", t;roun<.. unit COl.llJanc..ers, will COVlor all 
aspects of cirr,lobile opc,rations frou the sel"ction uf the i't to the uctual 
assault into th( Lt. Those classes will be taught by the Dattalion Liaison 
vffictlr to .u OOl'PS Militury Heu<:.quarters. The uuttalion stunC:arl.izntion 
section has un(ertaken 0. profirllll of instrUll.,nt instructiun for pilots to 
insure that they nrc jJroficient for instrw;u,nt flights. 4160, an t:H-58 .. 
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GONFIIJ~~NTIAt 
~VBACB-CC (1,3 ~ov 70) 
SU"BJEOT; Operational heport - Lessons 1carne~, Heauquarters, 52nd 

JWiation Battalion (Col.}bat), l-'brio(. l!:m inf; .31 vctob",r 197u, 
J:l.CS CSJ)'ul;i..65 (h2) (U) 

instructor pilot was assic:n€>tl to battalion h"a~qual·t"rs unL, transi tiona,', 'ten 
oj:' the staff. This qunrter the 52nll battalion rbquest(;« 2.32 quotas for 
MilTS Courses ane receiveG 80. This is in cOLlparison to the first quarts:!: 
when 61 quotas were r"queste~ anu ,3t wer'" receive~. ~n extensive ~round 
school in the concept of airoobile operations was taur,ht the 20 VNJ~' of the 
170th nne. the 20 VNA,li' of the 1t9th. dans are unl!erwa:y at this tillo to 
train p()rsonnel of the 229th Vlw Squacron bl:>in" iol'tl(;U at ./:'leiku ,.l'l:J in the 
care an~ use of l"uL proe,ucts. This training will bill OOllciucted by personnel 
frO!l the Battalion 3-4 office, :..-1ans are also being crawn up ane olasses 
prepared on the prepart.tion ant; use of' l-LLI s, l.lSintenance reports, and 
care of the aircraft. Menbers of the battalion staff will assist in this 
instruction. In a<'.dition, c:1urinl the last week in uctober ::lbubers of the 
52nd j,"athiinder lJetaclment began traininB 24 rae"tbers of th(oJ ,3ro MVli Cavalry 
II Corps lWlg6rs in the tl;chniques of .Pathfinder elilploYl.lent. 

f. (0) Loeistics. 

(1) Class II: The probh:. of non-availabiE ty of .flil!,ht gloves was 
alleviate.::. This was acoollplished by our Bn ,sU}lPly technioian hana oarrying 
our oonsolidated list of all valia cue out requests direotly to ICCV Long 
Binh. Upon subLussionof our requiSitions we reo",ived an approxiuate 92% fill. 

(2) Class III: 

a. We are c,xperiencint an apparent pI'oble!} in I.lO.intainint I~n atiElqua te 
supply (15 Gays) of Class III ~ on hund. 

b. Total J.-"4 cispensec by this Battalion 0urint the reportin&, p"riod 
was 1,161,CCC gallons. 

(,3) Class V: 

a. JuolI:lunition issu6s ane. expenditures for helicopter gunships, by 
type, w~r(; as follows: 

2.7;" hkt 

4(, w 

7.62" l"ll-'l 

2CJ r.n."1 

6,149 

26,550 

574,000 

16,8(;0 

&,.324 

19,600 

72&,5,38 

14,452 

b. un sev6rt.l occasions curine this past quarter we have ~xperienood the 
problan of our AS~ having several types of ordnanoe liBt~u on th~ir Adh 
that are not includ~d on our ASh. Ex&lplcl M023 (0-4), M456 (1et Cord), GCSl 
(F'ra., grenade) 

-. 


