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DEP.&RTMBNT OF THE LRMY :
HEADQUARTES, 521D JVILTTION BiTTALION (GGMBJ'LT)
APO 8 Frenciseo 96484
WELYING DELGONGN

AVBACB-CC - U 13 dugust 1970
SUBJECT: Oporation Roport = Lessons Lonrned, Hondquortors, 52pd

hviction Battelion (Gembat), Poriod Ending 31 J 4 1970
ROS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

SEL DISTRIBUTION

a. {C) Gonerel. This report for the period 1 May 1970 through 31 July
1970 1s sulmitted in compliance with AR 525-15, USARPLC Rog 525-15 ond USARWV
Supplement 1 to aR 525~15,

(1) Hct.dquartera, 52nd 4viction Battelion (Combot ), LTC Ronrld He Moreitt,
Commending, romning ot Comp Hollowny, Fleilku, RVN. Inolosure 1 roflects the
stetlon list of all rssigned and atiached units with looation o.nd LPO, na of

A JuJ.y 1970,

(2) During tho querter there hne boen no Bifrnifico.n'b change of mission,
Tho battalion contdruos to provide aviction support to the U.8. Fourth Infantry
Division; 5th Special Forces Group, Adrbornes II ARVN Corps; MACV; and other
foreces in the Centrcl Highlends of Vietnem, (Seo Inclosure 2) A11 oporntional
and admindstrotive funotions and activities of Cemp Hollowny, . Hollowoy
irny dlrfield, and Kontum Army Livficld are controlled by the. 52nd Lviction
Battalion (Combet), _

be (G) Porsonncl,

(1) ZLwnards and Ducorntionss The following swaxds wefg apﬁrb;{rod and presentod
during thls reporting period,

Mmmm

Silveor Stor 0 3 ' 3 6
Distinguished Flying Cross _ 3 2, 55 82
Bronze Stap mH 3 1 P 6
Bronze Star _ 25 16 58 99
Ly Commondntion Medal 'Y 11. 19 3 a3
hrmyy Commondation Medal ' 04 35 221 350
Adr Mogal Mo 30 16 110 156
Adr Mzdal ‘ 175 132~ 782 1089
Purple Koort ' 0 14 22 36
41 260 1256 1857
{ : GROUP 4
CONFIDENT'AL DOVNGRLDED AT 3 YBAR INTERVALS
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LAVBLCB=GC (13 Lug 70)

SUBJECT: Opcrationa] Roport - Lossons Learned, Hoadquarters, 52nd viation
Settelion (Combat), Poricd Ending 31 July 1970,
RCS CSTOR~65 (R2) (U) B

(3) Xursonncl turnover for tho ruporting poriod wes as follows:

QFFICIRS B
MONTH GAINS  LOSSES  CHANGE GLINS  LOSSIS  CHANGE
NAY % L5 51 160 Wy
TUN 55 7 16 123 192 69
JUL 40 32 +€ 162 158 -+,

(4) Tho bottalion total strength is 1751 os of 31 Jul 70. Tho battolion
is short 1 commissionod officer, 30 warront officors,ond 128  enldsted men,
Strongths by wnit rro shown in Inclosuro 3, ‘

(5) Inform-tion Offico setivitions

(a) Irintod Rolonses 50

{b) PFetorisl Relensos 15

(c¢) Hemetown Printed lielenses 212

(d) Homotown Pletorial Relecsos 95

¢ {0) Intellizepge., Tho S=2 soction continuoes to publish r daily
intelligonce sunmcry of significant votivitlos in the Pledlu-Kontum nroa ond
western Binh Dinli Provinece, Intolligence informotion is gethered from the
Hendguerters, Military Region II; 5th Speeinl Forees 3 other supported unitsy

laison vieits to othor Se2 offices 3 and debrivfings submittod by aviators and
odr mission cormondors, - RN

(1) Enowy ~ctivityt Durdng this reporting period thé H52rid &vi-tion Bobtalion

(Cabrt) assots were subjocted to six enemy indtictod attccks by firc. Throo
such attacks wore in the ronth of My whon Cump Holloway, on threo diffcrent
ocenzions, receivod o total of cight 122mm rockcts. Enomy initistod activity
doarcascd slightly tho following month, Coup Hollowey only recoived <no

ottack during tho month of June when two 122rm rockets were oxpended tzainst the
ccup,  Kontum Lrmy airficld during the somc roperting period acccunted for

one stond-off attack when two 122m: rockets foll inside thoir perinoter, The
nonta of July was the quictest month roported, Comp Hollowey roceived six

622 porters durdng one stodideoff atteck,

(2) Movoment: Tho major IVA units heve noved out of tho Dek FokeDok To
region 2nd are bolived to bo loented in ond cround buse ares 609, 4n olonont
of the 66th WVA Rogt wes reportod in tho southern socticn of base cxca 702,
Tiz K394 dxrtillory Bottolion zoved fron the Daylas frovinee 4roa to on wlocated
orec. woat of tho Dus Co Specicl Forces Crnpe  4lso tho K=R20 Scpper Bottolion,
thet was locatoed to the east of baso arec 609, was identifiod in the Due Co
aren, In late June, tho K631 Coupozito Battalion thet wornelly works in tho 12
Oasls. TAM, noved out of country for epproximntoly threo wooks before returning
to on area southwest of LZ Qasis, S _
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ABAE08 (13 kg 70) CONFIDENTIAL

SUBJEGT:  Operatiouni Hoport = Lossons Learned, Houdoworters, 52nd bvicticn
Battelion (Combet), Perdod Ending 31 July 1970,
ROS CSFCR-65 (R2) (U) ‘

(3) Now Units: There hove boen ogent reports that o new unit for tho
Militory Rogion II arca is loceted oround the Dk To arce, The proposed unit
is the 18t NVA Rogt, This unit normally works in tho Militaxy Rogion I orxote
Prosently, thero arc no known sources thot can confir: tho oxnot location of
this now unit. e

(4) Situstions WVA units hove pulled back to the Tri-Border arca. The local
force units are doing nost of the harressing ot the present time. The primoxy
tergets are RE/PF units, OP's and poorly defonded villegoes, Tho onery is
genorally avoiding oontoot to conserve his strength and rosources.

(5) Groundwtomidr Firor During thls reporting period the 52nd iviation
Bettolion (Combrt) hod ninoty-thres ciroraft rocolve ground=to-oir firo.

Trom tho total mmber of aireraft hits, thirty-five cireraft were hit with

awbemotdc weapons fire, ¢30 caliber or smellory Fforty-sovon oireraft wore

ni% by epnll crms fire; and eleven adreraft wero hit by, +50 eclibor or lorger

ground-to-pir £ire. SV

(6) Copobiliticss . _ ‘ | !

. () Xontwun Province: In Kontun Province the enemy foroes enn conduct
stondooff abtacks or combinntion stond-off/sapper ottacks againsy US/cllied
installetions onywhore in the province, Tho onomy cen empley mortars up to
120mm, 75m roeoilloss riflo, and rockets up to 140m throughout tho cren,
and &5m/100my/105m ortillery cgeinst thoso instellations near- the Crmbodien
Bordur, He con conduct ground atbacks of up to reinforoed battalion strength
with supporting crtillery, primerily in the croo of Dok To/Ben Hot and Dok
Seange The onmemy con oalso interddct QL 14N end route ‘512. ZFslendly odr
setivity may be restricted with fire from sucll erns, cutomatie woopens, and -
12, 7cm oné 37m antde-oirereft woopons. -

(b) Fleiku Provincos The K631 composite battelion 1s capoble of launching
1220 rocket attacks on instellotions around Fleiku ond Conp FEnord ond conducting
nulti-bottelion operations. The 408th Sopper Battallon is ccpable of conducting
multi~coipany sapper attacks on Floiku, US end ARVN instellotions, cnd attocks
by fire on villages ond friendly units in the arec. The Hel15 LF Bn is ccpable
of harsssing vilinges, US,and fricndly units using 60 nortars cnd B-40 rockets,

de (C) Operations.

(1) During tho roporting pordod, the 52nd aviation Batialion (Conbet)
has supported combat, coubot service, and peoification operaticns throughout the
II Corps Toctieel Zone, The bettalion £flew o total of 30,538 hours during the
poriod, inoluding 14,515 hours of ccubat asseult. Units or activities recelving
dpdly aviation support inmecluded tho 4th Tafontry Divigion, MACV, 5th Special
Foraos Group (4irborne), IFIV irtillery, II 4RVN Corps, ond Floilu, Konium,
Fhu Bon, and Binh Dinh Provinces, Tobuloted dote of operatlonnl results is -
shown in Inclosure 4.
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(2) The following operations werc supported Curing

OPERATION START

Park Silver Continued

Brird Silver Continuce

Wayno Wing Continued

Putnem Plateau Continued

Dak Seang IV & Vv 1 Aprdil 70 _
Bivh Tay 5 May 70
Chanrllo Blue 15 May 70

Wayne Jump 15 Moy 70
Fredendahl Gold 18 May 70

Putnam Paragon 18 May 70

Robortson White 1 Jun 70

Wayne Hupdle 1 Jun 70

Wright Blue 23 Jun 70

Wayne East 28 Jun 70

Brandics Blue ;2 dul 70

Wayne Span 1392 70

'-~.':I'nr;zl;,;'%t.l%c’,qudrtc:rs s 52nd
Aviation: Dattalion (Cuisbat), Perded Ending 31 July 1970,

this period

YERMIHATION

Continucs

4 Mcy 70

4 May 70

"o & My 70

9 May 70
25 Jun 70

28 May 70

26 Moy 70

~. 30 May 70
- .. Continues
1519 Jun 70

.26 Jun 70

28 Jum 70

+ o 14.dul 70

Continueg
‘Continues

(3) The 119th Aviation Company (Assault Helicopter) had the prinory
rdgsion this ousrter of supporting the 4th Infantry Divigion,
unlt also suprorted MACY, IFFV Artillery Group, 5th Speeinl Forecos Group,

II Corps Hq, 173 ABN BGe, and ARVN units. 4 new nission,

Control for the 22nd ARVN Divieion, was added this quartor,

(4) The 179tn Aviation Compeny (Support Holieopter
the first and second brizades of the 4th Infantry D

area, Resupply and Operaticns were conducted fron:the

Thao

Command and

)} contdimoed to support
ivision 1in the An Khe
Mght Jumper Poe

(An Kho), irmageddon, and L2 Uplift, It also supperted the 22nd Division
(ARVN) out of Plei Djereng and Due Co in the Yoy through Juno Cambodinn
operation, Minor surport wna given to the 1/92 Artillory. and- the 5th

Speeial Forees,

(5) The 189th Aviation Conpany (Assault Helicopter) providee suprort
to tho 4th Infontry Division for a hasaive operation into Corbocia
fron 3 May 70 to 29 May 70, During the retiainder of the quarter ffeneral

Support wes given to 5th Spoeial Forces, IT Corys,

(6) During the nionths of May, June, and July, the 170th Avie

(Assault tiollzopter) sontinued in g general support rols, The
"dsaion support went to ARVM units, Command and Control Central, 5th Speeial
Forces, 22nd Division Forward, CORDS, and II Corps in the Kontun Provines

and tho Ploiku Provinee arceag,

and the 52:-¢ aviction

tien Company
nain

(7) The 3%51st Aviaticn Compeny (Eseort) has had the primary rission of
supporting Comiand and Control Central (FOB II) daily with foun ()
AH-1G'g, Additionally, two (2) AH-1G's supportod II Corps nnd the 4th
From 12 July to

in support of FOB
opurations from o seeond launch sitoe losgted at Due Co,

Infantry Division from 1 May 1970 to 12 July 1970,

- the present the two (2) abovo nenticned AH-1G's woro
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- SUBJECTs Operotionnl Roport - Iossons learned, Hecdyuartors, 524 aviction

Battrllon (Combot), Poriod Ending 31 July 1970,
RCS CSF@R-65 (R2) (U)

(8) The 57th 4viction Compony (Lssoult Hellcopter) continues to provide
support primerily to tho 4th Infontry Division, II Corps, IFTV Artillery, and
the 5th Spoeinl Forcos Group,

(9) During the period the battalion oxporioncod hozordous fiying
conditions duc to the monsoon sceson, '

es (C) Ixaining, The Battnolion hos initinted cn cxtensive training
program during this quarter to cnsure that all personnel. are propurly
treined, Roplocement training of instructor pilots has received utmost
attontion, Three aviators were trained at the instrusters pilot sehool,
oth dvn Det., Fhu Loi, ond additional instructor.pilots wore requested to
givo instruection here at Battelion, These instructors guelifled ninc traincos
s instruotor pllots. J4dditionol AKRTS aoursos havo been roguested and
rogeived in tho following ficldss ‘“uch: el Jagpect rs, E.ire.Commse, Tech
Supply, fower Tradn, and Redar Operators. . L

fo (C) Logistics.

(1) Class IIs Shortcges were experienced in certoin sizes of £iszht gloves,
This 1s o continuing problem, -

(2) Total TP dis.pensed by this bettclion durdtg the repbrting poriod
weg 1,561,000 grllons,

(3) Cless V.

Lo dmmunition oxpendituros ~nd issues were besicelly belew tho cmounts
shown on lost roport, This wns a direect rosult of limited ectivity in Duk To
end no aotivity in Dak Seang, armunition issues ond expenditures for
helicoptor gunships, by type, wore as follows: e

2,75" Rkt 6,639 4y 476
40nm 35,596 19,200
7 62mm 91€,000 819,993
20mm 4,800 2,960

be 2,75" rockots (floshottos) erc o continuing problome The 4SP 13 not
cutherdzed to stock thoso itoms aud thoy are ourrcntly on the 4SR biernthly
listings, .

- (4) Class IX: Repnir ports for tho SPHe) helmet are a problem, 4Lt
prosent &1l support units arc in the procoss of ostablishing ASL's for those
helmetes This should solve the problem, o

ge (V) Givil 4ffairs.

(1) The firet joint Unitod States iruy and Arny of tho Ropublic of
Viotnam (ARVN) civio action projoet in the Pleiku aroc wns conplotod on 3
July 1970, Thc project was conductod in coordination with tho 20th ARVN

Epginocy Battalion, CONFIDENTIAL
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LVBLGB=CC (13 dug 70) . CONFIDENTIAL

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Loorned, Hecdquarters, 52nd iviction
Battalion (Coubnt), Period Ending 31 July 1970,
RCS CSFCR~65 (R2) iu)

(2) Severnl tons of fatiguos were doncted by the:45th Generrl Support
Groups Each company of 52nd Lvn Bn (Cbt) donated food, clothing, and
building matericls, The 52nd Jviction Battelion and 20th LRVN enginoor
nmedics conducted jeint out-patient treetment cnd distributed 5,000 bers
of sonp to the 2,000 Montagnords of Plol Monu, Ploi Chuet, Flei Ngo.

(3) The 57th AHC, 4in Kno, is involved in o progrom of villege inprovement
by comstructing lotrines ond reerestionsl erens, by moving homes to beotter
locations, and by giving medieal trectment to nowly arrived rofugous priur to
relocotdon, : R

(4) The 170th AHC, Kontum, is currently involved in-a project to provide
tho Dre Foetrieln Smith Hospitel in Kontum with 1200 gnda, of potable woter on
a deily bhusis, In addition nedles from tho 154th Med, Dot, ore training
Montognards in the dutios of e loboratory toch-ician.

(5) The 189th LHC, Cemp Holloway, is providing support for cnd soleries
of two school tenchers at Tora Bri, = .

(6) The 361st Avn Co (E), Canp Hollowoy cnd the 119th AHC, in Khe, are
providing materlel ond cssistonce in tho building o Vietnomese school ot Xom Moi.

(7) approxinrtely 150-170 Montcgnards ond Vietncnose ore trootod ench
nonth in tho dispensarles at Hollowsy, Kontum, &n Kho, .-

(8) The 52nd See Dat, Cemp Hollowny, operctos o Montegnards Souvenir shop,
Hendieraft itcms are purchesod from the Montagnords end sold ot an 18% profit.
Theso profits cro in turn usod to support the detachnent's othor civic action
prograns. Rocontly thoy purchasod two orgons to be doncted to loccl Montagnard
churchos, The 52nd Sco, Dets clso assists tho 20th ARVN ENG GP (C) in its
civic cetion progren, -

he (U) Alroreft Mointonopce,
(1) Maintononce Stotisties: _
ale]G  UH=1C  UH-JH CH~47C (CHe58

Alrereft authorized#® 12 32 93 16 5
Totadl Afxornft aseignod 11 27 &8. 16 4
iverage 11 647 22 16 2
Aveilobility Rate (%) 9.5 65,8 81,3 66,6 772
EDM Rote 12,5 2169 1742 242 5.8

®Stetisties aro busod on 1et éwvn Bde Lettor, dtd 18 april 1970,
SUBJECL: ddreraft éuthorizotions,
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. AVBAGB-CC (13 dug 70) : CONFIDENTIAL |
SUBJECTs Operational Report ~ Lesscos Loarned, Hocdquirters, 52nd Aviotion
Battalion (Corbat), Porlod Ending 31 July 1970,
RCS CSPOR=65 (R2) (U}
(2) Jdreraft on-hond status cs of 31 July 1970,

LH-1G UH~1C UH~1H CH~47C . CH=-58

BNIT Auth/CB auth/OB futh/CH 4uth/CB futh/GH
57th &vn Co 87  22/21 ‘

119th Jvn Co o 8/6  22/22

170th &vn Go 8/8  22/20

179th 4w Co 16/16 . -2/2
189th ivn Co 8/6  22/22 S
3618t 4vn Co 12/11 S

HHC 1/2 - 3/2

. (3) Adrercft avallebility rotes by undt and other tabulated nedntonnneo
dota are shown in Inclosura 5, L

1. (U) Acoidont Prevention,

(1) There wero n total of fourteen (14) cocidents rooorded during this
querter, (See Inclosure 6)s The breskdown of cause fretors consists of
seven (7) materiel falures and seven (7) mman factors cceidents, The only
sigrificant trend during this reporting period ecnaists of aix (6) engine
foilures, four (4) of which oecursd in Juno. 411 suspect components wers
-sutnittod for teordown and anclysis, Tho Six~Point fnglne Prosorvation
Progrem, initinted by all bottalion units in July, should groatly roduce
engino follures in the future, N .

. {2) Thore ware 12 incldents reported during this quorter. Mdn rotor
and tail rotor strikes account for seventy-threo porcent ond hard landings
for twenty-seven percent of tho. toted, The problams in-those arvas were due
to oporational error, lack of suporvision on tho part of adr mission camanders
in the chodeo of landing zones, and lack of Judgement on the part of aircraft
commanders., Enphneis has beon placed on those wecknessos: as well ag on
operator awereness and knowledge of aireraft capabilitios.

{3) 16 preccutionary lendings were noted in this threo month perded,
Eleven of these landings ocoured on the month of July, Despite close monitoring
of ocnuse faotors, no signifioont trends have beon cbserved, Bnglne follure
2cocunted for the only forced londing during the porioed.

Jo (U} Eleht Standerdization

. {1} The Battalion Standardization soction £lew 54 hours this guorter
qualifying new ingtructor pilots and adnindstering 90 dny standardzation rides,

(2) Records hove not been adequotely maintained ot this office to
substentdate the quality performnnce of those instructor pilots trained,

Records do not refleot how many written and £light exaninotions were given
to tho applioants ot battalion level for prospectivo cdreraft cormnders,
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