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SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. Section 1 - Operations: Significant Activities.

a. (C) General. This report for the period 1 February 1970
through 30 April 1970 is submitted in compliance with AR 525-15,
USARPAC Reg 525-15 erid USARV Supplement 1 to AR 525-15.

(1) Headquarters, 52nd Aviation Battalion (Combat), LIC Charles
D. Utzman, Commanding, remains at Camp Hollowsy, Pleiku, RVN. Inclosure
1 reflects the station list of all assigned and attached units with
location and APO, as of 30 April 1970.

(2) During this quarter there hds been no significant change of

mission. The battalion contimmesto provide aviation support to

the U.S. Fourth Infantry Division, 5th Special Forces Group, Airborne;
IT ARVN Corps, MACV, and other fdrees in.the Central Highlonds of
Vietnam, (See Ihclosure 2) Al]l operational and adninistrative
functions and activities ‘of Camp Holloway, Holl oway Army. Airfield,

?nd Kongum Army Airfisld are controlled by the 52nd Aviation Battallon
Combat

b. (C) Pergsomel.,

(1) Awards and Decorations. The following awa“ds were approved
and presented during this reporting period. '

MAR ;AP

' FEB APR TOTAL
-8ilver Ster 0 2 0 2
Distinguished Flying Cross 5 2 0 7
Bronze Star "V 5 0 1 6
Bronze Star 37 11 3 51
Alr Medal "M 315" . 24 L2
Air Medal ‘ 640 185 109 934
Army Commendation Medal "V" 2 0 11 13
Army Commendation Medal 200 107 27 334
Purple Heart -0 0__ 0 G
892 322 175 1389
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(3) Porsonnel yurnover for the reporting period qas as followa:t

OFFICERS - oo
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(4) The pattalion +dtal sssigned strength yg 1,649 es of 30

 hpril 70, The pattalion is ghort 19 commissioned officers, 54

 yarrant officers and 189 enlisted men. atrongths bY unit are shown
in Inclosure 3a o o

(5) Information offioe Activitieéx

(a) P:}pted Relerses 2iu

(v) Pictoriéi Raledses L e o

N (o} Homatowp’Printéd Rélﬁa;es - N 90
| (4) Hometown Pi;to:%g? Rﬁlegéés' : 2 ?
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. CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACB=CC {14 M-y 70) _

SUBJECT: Operational Report ~ Lessons Learned, Headquartoers, 52nd
iviation Battalion (Combat), Pericd Eading 30 April 1970,
RCS CSFOR~-65 (R2) (U)

c. (C) Intelligence. The S-2 section continues to publish a
daily intelligence summary.of significant activities in the Plelku-
Kontum area. Intelligence information is gaothered from II 4IVH Corps,
5th Speelsl Porces, other supported units, liaison vigits to other
S-2 offices and debriefings submlitted by aviators and air mission
commanders . ' RN '

(1) Enemy Activity. Thore were ten attacks by fire against

52nd Aviation Battalion (Combat) ficilities. hontun AaF reccived

a total 8 rounds of 122mm rockets from threc attacks directed against
the airfield. Soven enemy attacks by fire were directed against Canmp
Holloway AAF with 82mm mortar, 75 recoilless and 122mm rockets landing
in and sround the runway. 3 RPG=7 exploded qver 'the field grade BOQ
with negative damage or casunlties. The 119th-and 57th Avn Co suif.rod
o giprer attack at An Khe. :

(2) Movement., The 408th Sapper Bn moved back into its normal
aren of operations to the northeast of Pleiku City from basc area
229, The unit has increased in strength from 280 men to 300 men during
the last weeks in April. This was substantiated by agent reports, =
eaptured documents and IR missions in the aresc. There hove beea reports
thet the 28th NVA Regt, AOth NVA Arty Regt and other support elements
are located to the east of bese area 609 stoying in constant contaeh
with the loenl forces im the Dak Pek - Dak To ragion. The present loecabicn
of the 66th NVL Regt is unknown. The last cofifirmed location wes in
base area 701, Con T

(3) lMew Units. There w.rc no new units conflrmed or reported
during the period. ‘ o v

(4) Situstion. The mission of the NVA uniie remiin uachangca,
They have conducted attacks by fire on RF/PF units, OP's and poorly
defended hamlets. Tho K~631 Bn has been conduciing attaeks by filre
against U.S. and ARVN units and installations. The 408th Supper Bu
continues to wttack installations by fire. ' '

(5) Capabilities:

(a) Kontum Province: 1In Kontum Province onemy forces can
conduct standoff attacks or combinatlon standoff/sapper attacks awnin
US/GVN installutions enywhere in the province. He cazn conduct laige
scals ground attacks in up to reinforeced battalion strength with
supporting artillery primarily in the areas of Dak Sesng, Ben iet,
and Dak To. The enemy can employ end hae employed nertars up o
120mm, 100mm and 105mm artillery have been used ‘against installations
near the Cambodizn border. Enewmy tunks have been reportod along the
flo Chi Mjinh Trail providing convoy cover for the infiltraticn route.
Frisndly alr activity may be restricted with fire from small arms,
automatic weapons, 12.7mm, 14.5mm and 37 santi=zircraft weapns.
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SUBJECT:\*Operﬁtibﬁal‘ﬂaport = Lessons Learned, herdivarters, 52nm B
T Aviation Battalion (Combat), Period Ending 30 ipril 1970,
 RCS'CSFOR-65 (R2) (U) .-

(b) Pleiku Province: -The K631 Composite Bn has the capability !
of launching 122mp rocket attacks on installations in and- around Pleiku
City and of conducting multi~company ground probes and attacks by fire on
villages and friendly units in the area. The 24th NV4i Regt hes the
capability of launching multi-battalion ground ‘attacks, attack by fire
and interdiction of lines of comminications north and northwest of Pleiku.
The 408th Sapper Battalion is cnpable of conducting nulti-¢ompany sapper
attacks on Pleiku, U.S. and ARVN installations, and attacks by fire on
villages ind friendly units in the ares, The H-15 LF Bn is capable
of harassing villages and friendly units in the area using 60mm mortors and
B-40 rockets. The 95th Regt hds the capability of launcbing multi-
battelion attacks on villages and friendly units in the aren,

ds {(C) Operations.

(1) During the roporting period, the 52nd Aviation Battalion
{Combat) haa: supported combat, combat service and pacification
operations throughout the II Corps Tactical Zono. The battalion flew
a total of 32,242 hours during the period, including 16,086 hours of
combat assanlt. Units or sctivitieg receiving daily sviation support
includéd: the 4th Infantry Division, MACV, 5th 8pecial Forees Group
{Adrborne), IFFV Artillery, II ARVN Corps, and Pleiku, Kontim, Phu
Bon and Binh.Dinh:Provinces, ‘Tabulated data of operational results
is shown in Inclosure 4. - : '

(2)’.Thé_folloﬁing 4th Infantry Division operations were supported
during .the period:. - ; -

OPERATION =~  START TERMINATIR
Hines - N 21 January 1970 Continues
Wayne Stab - 30" January 1970 - Continuws
Putnam. Shark: .~ 30 Japuary 1970 - Continues
Greene Deuce’: . © 30 January 1970 - 17 March 197¢
Wayne Wind - . - 45 April 19700 . Continues

" Earhart White .- - 10 March 1970 - . Continues
Engleberck Black = -~ - 22 March 1970 - .. .Continues

(3) The 119th Aviation Company (Assault Helicopter) rolonstmd <roi
Camp Holloway during this quarter and closed at An Khe on 22 Men 9.
The 119th AmCo (Adsault Helicopter): is continuing ‘aviaticn ..«
to MACY, IFFV Artillery, th Special ‘Forces Group, IT ARVN Doz,
and its primhryjéuppbrtéd”unit,.thé“Lth Infantry Division:' Misgsone -
QUNEOTFS s T /1O P i m fpmt by Y R h
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AVBACB-CC (14 May 70) '

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Haﬁdqu&rters, 52nd
Aviation Battalion (Combat), Period Ending 30 April 1970,
RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (V)

4th Infentry Division, and IFFV Artillery, with lesser support going
to the II Corps (ARVNS, 5th Special Forces, Engincers,.and the 17th
Aviation Group (Combat). Commencing with the last woek in March and
continuing through the month of April major CH-47 support was provided
to the 24th Special Tectical Zone, and the 5th Special TForces in the
Dak Seang/Dak Pek areas. ‘ g

(5) The 189th Aviation Company (Assault Belicopter) primarily
supported the 4th Infantry Division with some support being provided
II ARVN Corps and CORDS. Major suppori wag provided to the 24th
Special Taectical Zone during the battle of Dak Seang/Dak Pek. (2 Apr ~ 2 May .~

(6) The 170th Aviation Company (Assuult Helicopter) relogabed Lrom
Camp Hollowey this quarter and closed at Kontum on 15 Mar 70. The new
mission of the 170th Aviation Company 1s to provide support to ‘the
24th Specinl Tactical Zone, Command and Control Central (MACSCG), Kontum
Frovince, and the 5th Speclel Forces Group. R

(7) The 36lst Aviation Company (Escort) has had tho prim-cy mission
of supporting Command and Control Ceniral with four /[H-LG aircrath deily.
During .the battle of Dak Seang/Pak Pek, daily support of two LH~1G
were provided to the 24th Special Tactical Zone.

(8) The 57th Aviation Company (Assault Helicopter) relocated
from Kontum this quarter and closed at An Khe on 13 Mer 70, The 57th
Aviation Company provides support primarily to the 4th Infantry Division.
2/4th Special Tactical Zone, and 5th Spocial Forces. Tho majority of
support was provided to the 2/th Special Tactical .Zone during the bottle
of Dak Seang/Dek Pek. o :

(9) During the period the battalion again expericnced
hazardous flying conditions due to dust. Some landing zonas ware
declared unsafe until the supported unit could provide a satistasziery
landing area free of hazardous conditions. o

a. (C) Training. All units and sections continued to use
on~the-job training to meet tactical and administrative migsicn
requirements. Training as outlined in 4R 350 serles was conducted as
prescribed wlth make up classes scheduled as necessary. Commzad
emphasis was placed on jnstrument training of all aviators in re-
paration for tho coming monsoon season. ‘

£f. (C) Logistics.
(1) Class II:

(a) Shortages were expoerienced in flight gear and clothing.
- Y L I T S T SUUUT SR SR, =% el Fl'llhﬂt!lntiﬂllv I‘edUCEd. il..l tlhe I‘.'lOl'ltvh
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SUBJECT: Oporational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquartors, 52nd

Aviation Battalion (Combnt), Périod Erding 30 April 1970,
RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

(b) Motor vehicle shortages heve again become a problem. Recent
messages from the 1lst Logistical Command indicste that assistance will
be rendered in the month of May on 4 ton and 24 ton vehicle shortagus.,

(2) Class III

mWMﬂmmmmﬁwmmmmmmmmwmmm
period was 3,872,354.gallons of which 901,320 gallons were dispensged
at Kontum Airfield by the 57th and 170th Aviation Companica. This
1s an increase of 1,717,754 gallons. Increascd activity at Dak To
and Dak Seang was the-prevalent factor for this increase in JFe4.
81,300 gallons of Avgas were dispensed at Kontum to transient and torant
aircraft. As-of 29 April 1970, the 45th Group (GS) cgsumsd operab: uncl
control of the Kontum Airfield refueling point,

(3) OClase V: Ammunition expenditures and issucs wore above the
amounts of the last reporting period. This was in direcet relaticn to
activity in the Pak To and Dak Seang areas. Ammunition issucs and
expenditures for helicopter gunships, by type, were as follove;

NOMENCLATURE ISSUED FROM ASP EXPELIED
2.75" Rkt ° | 23,107 | 19,074
£,Omm - : 24,611 20,766

The only problem-qreuuwds the allocation for 8tmm illumination flaree.
The initial allocation was not realistic and ossistance wh received
from the 8«4, 17th Aviition Group to obtain additional cmoints,

g. (U) Aircraft[ﬁhintenange,
(1) Mairtenance ‘Statistics:

Mreraft Authorized - 12 32 t 92 16

Total Aircraft Assigned 11 28.5 86,2 16

. Average Aircraft Per Co 11 7.0 21.5 15
Avallability Rate (%) 65.5  48.6  67.0  6&)..
EDM Rate (z§ o 0.9 346 22,9 258

(2) Aircraft op<hand status as of 30 April 1970,
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CON ’DEN T AL
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SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lassons Learned, Headquartors, 52nd
Aviation Battalion (Combat), Period Ending 30 April 1970,
RC3 CSFOR~-65 (R2} (U)

AH-1G UH-LC UH-1H  QH-A7C

UNIT Auth/OH - Auth/OH  Zuth/OH  Auth/OH
179th Avn Co o 16/16
189th Avn Co g/6 - 23/21

361st Aivn Co 12/11 .

HHC - 2 2/2

(3) Alrcraft availability rates by unit *nd other tabulated
maintenance data are shown in Inclosure 5. -

h. (U) Accident Prevention.

(1) The number and causes of forced landing showed no trends or
specific areas of concern. There were two short chaft feilvrus, an
engine failure, a-low side governor fullure, and cne instance of biown
transmission seals. Probably the most mentlonable wes that of & forced
landing necessitated by the breakup of the 90° gear box and tzii rotor
vhich oceurred on 27 April 1970. The aircraft was landed without
injury to the crew and passengers and without further damcge o the
aireraft,. Suspect components were submltted for teardswn and anslysis.

(2) There wore seven precautionary landings in Fobruary due to
hydraulic preblems. This aren was investigated and it was found that
the failures occurred duc to lack of proper hydraulic teast eouirzment,
lack of supervision, and contamination (dust, dirt) within hyemzuiic
shops. Steps were initianted te test all locally made hydraulie lines
and fittings and to properly sanitize cll shops. With increased
supervision and more efficient maintenance opurntiqne, tbis problem
has now been alleviated. : .

3

(3) Seventy-five percont of the incidents werc eitLer m iv Tctos
or tail rotor strikes. Fifteen of the incidents lavolved IFL 1& Liins
in dust, and ton percent involved mishaps between vehicles and
aireraft. Problems in these arens were due to lack of supervision and
operational error, in that the ailrcratf't were operating at or beyond e |
limits of their design parametors. Some landing zoncs were beth il !
prepared and poorly reconned. Alrcraft commanders were operzntine #ully - ;
leoaded aircraft under high density altitudes, sometimos in dowauia
conditions, Unforecast and often very treacherous winds wore sroounvouel
in many of the mountain landing zones. ¥mphasis has been placad on
operator aworeness and thorough knowledge of the alrgraft and chapter
seven of the operators manual.

(4) Accidents were, in seven coses, due to operatioaul zoror on
the part of the aireraft commander or pilot. Crew error ani mnterinl
failure accounted for the remiinder. Contributing causes wera, in five
cases, supervision, and in-one cass, maintenance error. The accidents,
a8 did the ineldents, resulted primarily from heavily loaded a2ircraft
operating under high density altitudes, thus losing cither power or tail
rotor control, )



