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SEE DISTRIBUTION 

1. Secticn 1 - Operations: ' Significant Activities. 

a. (C) General. This report for the period 1 February 1970 
through 30 April 1970 is submitted in compliance .with AR 525-15, 
USARPAC Reg 525-15 and USARV Supplement 1 to AR 525-15. 

(1) Headquarters, 52nd Aviation Battalion (Qombat), LTC Charles 
D. Utzl'l\9.n, Commanding, remains at C,UliP Holloway, Plciku, RVN. Inclosure 
1 reflects the station list of all assigned and attached units wHh 
location and APO, as of 30 April 1970. 

(2) During this quarter there has been no significant change of 
mission. The battalion contilllilooto provide aviation support to 
the U.S. Fourth Infantry Division, 5th Special Forces Group, Airborne; 
II ARVN Corps, MACV, ana., other f6rces in . the Central Htghl:!.nc),,; Qf 
Vietnam. (See Inclosure 2) AU op§lro:l;ional al'ld adJ:linistrative 
functions and activities of Camp Holloway, Holloway Jl:rmy Airfield, 
and Kontum Army Airfield are controlled by the 52nd Aviation Battalion 
(Combat). 

b. (C) P(,rSOlIDcl. 

(1) Awards and De cora tiona. 'The following awards were approvod 
and presented during this reporting period.' .' . . 

Em !1@: ,APR ~ 

Silver Star 0 2 0 2 
Distinguished Flying Cross 5 2 0 7 
Bronze Star "V" 5 0 1 6 
Bronze Star 37 11 3 51 
Air Hednl "V" 3 15 24 42 
Air Medal 640 185 109 934 
Army Commendation Medal "V" 2 0 11 13 
Army CommendJ.tion Nedal 200 107 27 334 
Purple Heart ' 0 0 0 0 

892 322 175 1389 
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(3) P<;rsonnel tlU'nover for the reportin~ pe.x'iod ~as as fQ],low$: 

OFFICERS ," 
EM -(' (. . 

MONTH G,:.u~S LOSSE~ OHANGE GAllfS LOSSES QrlllEGE 
,', 

FEB 9 39 -30 :+,~4 .. 94 *'0, 

MAR M 33 ;'13 172, 204 -32 

AfR 2Z ~ +M lQ.2 ;;' , i12S -~2 

96 9~ +1 432 426 +6 

~ ,,,' ": l' " $ t. i :. 1"" 
\ 

(4) The biittalion total lUIsigned strength is .1,649 as of 30 

April 70. The battalion is short 19 oommissioned officers, 54 

warrant officers and lS9 enlisted men. Strengths by unit are shown 

in Inclosure 3. ' 
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(b) 
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(d) 

Information Offioe Activi,tiesl 
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C- 0 .N 'i= \ ~D E N T \ Ii L 
AVBllCB-CC (14 M.lr 70) 
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Hoadquart8rs, 52nd 

hviation Battalion (Combat), Peri cd E:.1C1ing 30 April 1970, 
ncs CS~'OR-65 (R2) (TJ) 

c. (C) Intelligence. The 3-2 section continuos to publish a 
daily intelligence sumr.'.'l.ry.of signifiC:'l.nt acti.vities in the P1Giku·­
Kontum area. Ini;,<311igence information is go.thorod from II lJ(V.i:1 Corps, 
5th Spocic.1 Forces, oth0rsupported units, lili:ison visits to oth8r 
S-2 offices and debriei'ings submitted by aviators and air Llission 
conL'lJanders. 

(1) Enemy Activity. ThGre were ten attacks by fire against 
52nd Avia tion· B~\ttalion (Combat) f 1cilitic:r;. \orrcUll iliiF recci vod 
a total 8 rounds of l22mm rockets from three att,:owks directed ,~gl.dl:st 
the airfield. Soven enemy attacks by fire were directed ag~in"t C'1.mp 
Holloway AAF with 82mm mortar, 75 recoilless and l22mm rockots ll:ndin;:; 
in ,'1nd ,9.round the runway. 3 RPG-7 exploded over ·the field gradc B()Q 
with negative do.mage or casuillties. The ll9thand 57th Avn Co Buff,red 
inJu S.:.pplr ,.ttack at An Khe. 

(2) Movement. The 408th Sapper Bn moved back into i ttl normo.l 
are~ of operations to the northeast of Floilru C:t ty from b(',se area. 
229. The unit has increascd in strongth from 280 men to 300 mon durirK 
the last weeks in April. This was sUbst:;mtiated by agent r"'f:orts, "" 
captured docum0nts and IR missions in the ,00rea. Ther.; h.:vo bc'c:1 r,ports 
that tho 28th NVA Regt, 40th NVA Arty H.egt and other support elements 
Ilre lOcated to the east of be.so Ilre~. 609 staying in const'lnt 0,,1','1',;:0+. 

with the locnl forces is the Dak Pek - Dnk To region. Tho present locatior, 
of the 66th NVA Regtis unknown. The las\;' coftrirmed location ~TCS in 
b:J.se area 701. 

(3) New Unit~;. Thero ~I. rc no no\-! units confirmed or roporter.. 
during the pOl'iod. 

(4) Situation. The mission of the NVA unht rCJ~,:lin unch.'ne, ... ". 
Thoy have conducted a ttf'.cks by fire on ID'/PF units, OP I S .::tnd poorly 
defended h(1l!llets. The K,..63l Bn h,.\s been conducting attacks by fh'e 
against U.S. and ARVN units and instD.lldions. The I+Oflth S'-'PFr Bn 
coatinues to;: ttack inst::>l1a tions by fire. 

(5) Capabilities: 

(a) Kontum Province: In Kontum Province on('my forces can 
conduct standoff attacks or combination standoff/sapper nttack" ')./},'J."I1!!i 
US/GVN ins tall:" t.1ons anywhere in the province. Hu c"n conduct, :b 1 gc 
sce.le ground attMks in up to reinforced battalion strength .\Tj~.h 
supporting artillery primarily in the areas of Dak Seang, Ben Het, 
G.nd Dak To" The enemy can cmploy' a~d pM employed mQrtars t<p '~o 
l20null. 100nnn and 105mm "rtillery have' been used iagainst inst,;llatio!ls 
noar the C'\li\bodi.:m border. Ener.lY t'.mk" have been rep<1rtod along tho 
Ho Chi Minh Tr,:l.il providing convoy eovor for thEl infiltrs.ticn rout£'). 
Fri,mdly e.:lr activity may be restricted w.i.th fire from small arms, 
automa tic weapons, 12.7mm, 14. 5mm and 37 ,o.nti-drcrl.St wc·:tpns. 
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AVBACB-CC (14 H,-70) 
SUBJECTl'OperiLtibrial Report -' Lessons Learneq, He:.d<:uarters, 52nl Aviation Battalion' (Combat), Period Endillg 3<1 Apri::\. 1970, RCSCSF0R-65 (R2) (U) 

, . 
(b) Pleiku PrOVince l ,The K63l Composite Bn has the capability of launching l22mm rocket attaoks on installations in and· around Pleiku City and of conducting multi-company ground probes al1d attacks by fir'" on villages and friendly units in the area. 'the 24th NVA Regt has the capability of launching multi-battalion ground 'attacks, attack by fire and interdiction of lines of colJllll1.in:i:caticns north and northwest of Pleiku. The 40Sth Sapper BRttalion is 'capable of conducting multi-company sapper 3.ttacks on Pleiku, U.S. and ARVN installations, and attacks by fire Oil villages :irid fdendly units in the area. The H-15 LF Bn io c,"pable of harassing villages and friendly units in the ;"rso. using 6Clmru moxtlcrs and B-40'rockets. The 95th Regt has the capability of launclJing mult:l­batti-.11onattacks on villages and friendly units in the area. 

'd. (c) Operations. 

(1) During the reporting peri,cd, the 52nd Aviation Batt/'tlion (Combat) haa ',supporj;ed combat, combat service ~md pacification operations throughout the II Corps T9.ctical Zone. The battalion fIe'. 
I! total of 32,242 hours during the period, including 16,OC6 hourR of combat a'sSault: Units or activities receiving daily aviation support included: tho 4th Infantry Division, MACV, 5th 'Special ForcEis Group (Airborne),. IFFV Artillery, II ARVN Corps, and Pleiku, Kont\-~Phu Bon and Binh,Dinh'Frovinces.Tabulated data of operational results is shown in Inclosuro 4. 

(2) The following 4th Infantry Division operations were supported during ,the, period: 

OPERATION' 

Hines 
. Wayne Stab 

PutnamShIlrk . 
Greene DeucEf, 
Wayne' Wind' 

. Earhart White . 
Engleberck Black 

. STA~T 

21 January 1970 
30'January 1970' 
30 January 1970 . 
30 JanU6.ry 1970 
15 Apr:tl 1970 
10 furch 1970' 
22 M!trch 1970 

Contiuufls 
Contimlt,s 
Continues 
17 l-hrch 197C 
,Continues 
Continue s 
. Continues 

(3) The ll9th Aviation Company (Assault Helicopter) rol<,,,:'.i:,'~J .: ,r,,' .. Camp Holloway dilring this quarter and closed at An Khe on 2;: V<:,."Cl, The ll9th Avn'Co (jllisault Helicopter) is Cbntinuingaviati(n .:' ",' .' to MACV, IFFVArtillery, 5th Special'Forces 'Group, II ARVN 0o~;'~., Illld:fts priinD.rysupporte'dun~ t ,:~he"4 th Inf fin try Di visior., H:l H ;;~,'.: :, '. ' . SUntlort.tnh 1/1n ('!.iI",. ....... A , lL.f':'I ,'....:.._~_·_·c· .. 



AVBAtB-CC (14 May 70) 
SUBJECT: Oper,\tional Report - Lessons Learned, He~dqu:lrters, 52n<1 

Aviation BattaUon (Combat), Period Ending 30 April 1970, 

RCS CSFOR-65 (Ri) (U) 

4th Infantry Division and IFFV f.rtillery, ;li th los ser support ~ping 

to the II Corps (ARVN) , 5th Special Forces, Engineers,.aod tho 17th 

Avia tion Group (Combat). Commencing with the last week in March and 

continuing through the month of April major CH-47 support W'lS providod 

to the 24th Special Tactical Zone, and the 5th Spocial Forces. in tho 

Dak Seang/Dak Pek areas.' 

(5) The lS9th Aviation Company (Assault Helicopter) prim,"rily 

supported the 4th Infantry Division with some support being provio.sd 

II ARVN Corps and CORDS. Major support was provided to the 24th 

Special Tactical Zone during the battle of Dak Seang/Dnk Pek. (2 Apr - 2 lli, 

(6) The 1.70th Aviation Company (Assault Helicopter) reloc"J.\;ed i'l'om 

Camp Holloway this quarter and closed at Kontum on 15 Mar 70. The now 

mission of the l70th Aviation Company is to provide. support to '~he 

24th Special Tactical Zone, Command and Control Central (NACSCG), K<mtum 

Province, and the 5th Special Forces Group. 

(7) Th€l 361st Aviation Company (Escort) hlJ.s had tho priln'x'y Mission 

of supporting Command and Control Centrnl with four ·1J-I--J.G ccircri.tl·, d'"i1y. 

During the b!l tt10 of Dak Seung/Dak Pek, daily support of' two A.'1-1G 

WGre provided to the 24th Special I'actical Zone. 

(S) The 57th Aviation Compuny (AssRult Helicopter) relocated 

from Kontum this quarter and closed at An Khe on 13 Mar 70, The 57th 

Aviation Comp.'l.ny provides support prinL':trily to the 4th Infantry DivisJ.on, 

24th Special Tactical Zono, and 5th Spocial Forces. Tho majority of 

support was provided to the 24th Special Tactical ZOne during the battle 

of Dak Seang/Dak Pek. . 

(9) During the period the battalion again experienced 

haz·~.rdouD flying conditions due to dust. Some landing zoms ~mI8 

declared unsafe until tho supported unit could provide J. saticitn:~'A)ry 

landing area free of hazardous conditions. 

e. (C) Training. All units and sections continuod to use 

on-the-job training to meet tactical and administrative misslcn 

rGquirements. '.rr(lining as outlined in lUi 350 sories was conductod as 

prescribed with make up classes schGduled as necessary. Coml'J)?~~.~. 

emphasis was placed on instrument training of all aviators 5.:: ~,'r',;. 

pO-rati()n for tho coming monsoon season. 

f. (C) Logistics. 

(1) Class II: 

(a) Shortages were experienced in flight gaur and clothing. 

--'--'--"1-- .-~." .... ,... ",1.\m,lY'lo+.",,.-l 1"\1'" ~llh~ta.ntial1v reduced. in the mOl1th 
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AVBACB-CC 
SUBJECT: Operat:!.onal Report - Lessons 1<:;'urned, Hcadqu:l.I'tors, 52nd Aviation Battalion (CombD.t) ,Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (u) 

(b) Motor vehicle shortages he.vo agdin become :l prob1em.>(<3cent messages from the 1st Logistical Command indic,n,t", that Ilesiak-nce will be rendered in the month of M~y on t ton and :ct ton vehicl", shortng(;s. 

(2) Class III 

(a) Tohl JP-4 dlspensedby this battilion during tho reportinG period was 3,872,354,gaHons of which 901,320 gallons were dispcYlsu': at Kentum Airfield by the 57th rlnd'170th Avio.tion Companies. Thi.s is ,~n incr6::tse of 1,717,754 gallons. Incre,'lscd nctivity at D"k To and Dak Serlng was the prevalent factor for this increnso in JF-4. 81,300 gallons of Avgo.swere dispensed at' Kontum to trllnsient end tvi"mt Ilircraft.' As of 29 April 1970, the 45th Group (GS) r.s3tunod opcrc.t: Ol.i.l control of the Kontum Airfield refueling point. 

(3) Class V: Amlnunition expendituros and Josnoa wore above. t.he amounts of the last rElporting period. This w,"s in diroct r(ll,~.ticn to :,ctivity in the Dnk To, !lnd Dnk Seang nrc,o,s. Ammunition issu(ls ,'lYle expendi ture'sfor helicopter gunships, by type, w"re :lS foc,lo1,;p; 

NOMENCLATURE 

2.75" Rkt 
4Cimin' 
7.62nim 

ISSUED FROM ASP 

23,107 . 
24,611 

2,562,300 

19 1°'7,4, 
20,'766 

2: 096 ),' .. 'Jc" 

Tho only problem area ,.was the allocation for 81mm illumirl"lt.ioll f1 .. "ref", The initial nl10ciltiQn was not realistic 'md Il.sslst:l.ncf, we','; I'(-.'cdvod from the 8-4, 17th Aviition Group to obt[,~n additional c.mo":nts, 

g. (u) Aircraft. Muint"nange. , , 

(1) Maintenance :Statistics: 

AH-IG - UH-lQ .!If.!.=1J! CH-47Q 

'urcr~ft Authotized 12 32 92 16 Total Aircraft'ASsigned 11 28.5 86.2 16 . Average Aircraft Per Co 11 7.0 21.5 16 
Availabilit) Rnte(%) .65.5 48.6 67.0 6,,~. ,,/:-
EDM Rate (% . ~0.9 34.6 22.9, 25.8 

(2) Aircraft oU-h~d st;ntus as of 30 April 1970. 
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SUBJECT: Operation.!:ll Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, 52nd 

Aviation Battalion (Combat), Period Ending 30 April 1970, 
ROS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U) 

AH-1G UH-IC UH-1H GII-l,7C 
.!l!l1! Auth/oH AuthLOH /,uthLOH AuthLOH 

l79th Avn Co 16/16 
l89th Avn Co 8/6 .23/21 
361st l,vn Co 12/11 
HHC 2/2 

(3) Aircraft availability rates by unit and. other tabuk t.ed 
maintenance data are shown in Inclosure 5. 

h. (U) Accident Prevention. 

(1) The number and caUses of forced landing showed no tr'er-ds or 
specifi(~ areas of concern. 'fhere were two shortehllft fuihr'''8, an 
engine f'J.i1ure, a . 1m, ~iide governor fuilure, and ('ue 1.nst·mcc of' b::'o'.';1 
trMsmission seals. Probably tha I!lost mantione.ble wr.S th:.\t of a forced 
1.9.nding n"cessitated by the breakup of the 900 gC(lr box and kil rotor 
which occurrod on 27 April 1970. The o.ircraftwas lr.ndlJd '"Hhont. 
injury to the crew and passengerG and without further dmi'~.F,C' 7.0 't::'e 
aircr.aft. SUSP(;ct components were submitted for tenr<'l.2.wll and anrt.ly:.lis. 

(2) ~'h8rc wora S<lven prr>cautionary l/lndl.ngs in ~'(;bI't:ary d'.le to 
hydraulic problems. This area was inv.;Jstigated and j t ~~~\G found t.r,.",t 
the f"ilures occurred duo to lack of proper h"rdr.:1ulic t\~3t, 'Y'u3.i_Ecn·L, 
lack of supervision, and contamination (dust, dirt) wHhin J:yC:';:.u:;'i~ 
shops. St.eps were initintGd to test all locally· made hydr(1.ulic lines 
and fittings and to properly s'lnitize all shops. With increased 
supervision and more efficient maintoM.nce op~rr.ti'Jhs, this p!'obl€,m 
has now been ~lleviated. 

j. 

(3) Seventy-five percent of the incidents werc eHI.e;: Ie i.:'. ! d.()c· 
or tail rotor strikes. Fifteen of the incidents involved Hi·; COr);;:':;' i..:i ':·:1S 

in dust, nnd ton percent involved mishaps betweeil VGhicl,)s !\nd 
aircraft. Problems in these aren.s were due to lack o·f sl1pcrvisi·.)n and 
operational error, in that the aircraft were ojY)rClting at or b"youCi .;:;.~.' 
lim1 ts of thdr design p~.raInetors. Some landing Z\)Jlc,G wcr<l beth iE­
prepared and poorly reconned. Aircraft connnandcrs were ope:'r,t).·.1'C ."u .• :.y 
loaded aircraft under high donsity :).1 ti tudes, s()lJlctlmos in C!~"": ,C .. ,: 
condi tiona. UnfoNcast and often vory t"-ellcherous I/inds w~l'o J;·"').:n·::.·i·f.·; 
in many of tho mountain landing zones. Empha.sis has boon placed on 
opera tor'lw~.reneS6 and thorough knowledge of the aircraft n.nd char+·er 
soven of the operators manu~. 

(4) Accidents were, in Deven cases, due to operatio~.l;..l ."_'ror O:IG 

the part of the aircr'lft commandoI' or pilot. Crew error nni rnr,i;er:;'.'1.l 
f.'l.ilure accounted for the rem'linder. Contributing causes were, in five 
cases, supervision, alld in·one case, maint8n.~noe error. The accidents, 
as did the incidents,result.:d primarily from heavily lol!ldod .~ircraft 
operating under high density ~ltitudes, thus losing oither powor or tnil 
rotor control. 


