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SEE DISTRIBUT10N 

1. Section 1. Operations: Significant· Actiyities. 

a. (C) General. This report for the period 1 November 19M through 
31 JanucU'Y 1969 is submitted in comp],iance with fi.R 525-15, USARPACReg 
525-15, USARV Reg 525-15 and 17CAO Reg 525-15 •. 

(1) 'Headquarters, .52dCombat AViation Battalion, LTC Richard L. 
Stoessner, Commanding, remains at Camp Honoway, Pleiku, RVN. LTC 
Stoessner succeeded LTC WilliamC. Chamberlain as Battalion Oommander on 
21 January 1969. On the same day the Battalion was reorganized under 
the p.rovisions. of USAR1'AC GO 771 , dated 22 1!o~mber 1965(see paragraph 
j ) •.... Inolosure 1 refleots Organizlltiol'\al Struq:t1<l'e and ,Station List for 
subordinato units o.S of .31 Jan1UU'Y 1969. 

(2) . There ha.s .been no ohange of mission during the period. The 52d 
CAB oontinues to provide .aviation support to Free World Military Assis.~ 
anoe FOl'oes (FWMllF) in the Central Highlands of Vietnam (see Inclosure 2)0 
The battalion·.also controls all aotivities and funotions of Camp Holloway, 
Holloway Army Airfie.ld and Kontum Army Airfield. 

b. (C) Personnel • 

. (1) Awards and Deeorations: During tllisreporting period, 2,264 
awc.xds were processodand4;226 were approved and received. This inoluded 
thereoeipt of two Silver Stars, 3$ Distinguished FlYing Crosses, $ 
Soldier1s Medals, 47 BronzeSt(lrS1 7 Bronze Stars for Valor, 3,922 Air 
Medals, :'92 Air Medals for Valor, 4$ Array Commendation Medals, 53 !Jrray 
Commendation Modals for Valor, and 9 Purple Hearts. . 

(2) Command Gnd StaffChdnges: The follolnng Command and Staf'f pos-
ition ohenges took plaoe on tho dates indicated: . 

POSITION . RANK. NilJllE. SVC NO (Inooming) !,FF.ECTIVEDATE 
. '. (Outgoing) 

BN CO LTC Riohard L. Stoessner 090504 
LTC Willitun C. Ohambel"2ain 070173 

,. 
I 

:.' 

, , 

21 Jan 69 
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BN 8-1 

BN 8-2 

BN 8-4 

BN SFTY OFF 

CO,94th MED DET 

CO,7.5.5th MED DET 

BN SURGEON 

CPT Carl L. Nolin 05.336679 
MAJ James T. Kearns 05513055 
MAJ Glenn E. Morgan 01,031245 

(Vacant) 
1LT Robert A. Dipadova 0521J55.5 

:t<iAJ William A. Bloemsma 0530717S 
CW3Robert E. McKow W2211130 

1LT William E. Waggoner 05/J1703 
1LT Glenn E. Spelis 05339109 

CPT_ Cur,tice T. Martin 02332452 
CPT Merill J. Mirman 0.5260680 

CPT Joseph F. Homann 0.571S690 
CPT James H. Peterson 0.5716299 

CPT JamesH. Peterson 05716299 
CPT DaVid L. Acus 05.542617 

30 Jan 69 
23 Dec 68 

16 Dec 68 

11 Nov 68 

24 Jan 69 

11 Nov 68 

2.5 Nov 68 

26 Nov 68 

CO, 154th MED DET CPT John B. Hanna 0.5716126 (NEW UNIT) 2 Dec 68 

(3) Personnel turnover for the reporting poriod was as follows: 

E!1!,;tsted Men Officer L!:larrf!ljt Offigell: 
MONTH LuSS GAIN· CHANGE' LOSS CjAIN CHf.NGE - - -
November 97 155 458 23 57 +34 

December 106 145 +39 22 22 0 

January 144 . 195 - 451 28 41 +13 

TOTAL '>,47 495 +148 73 120 +47 

The battalion total 'strength is 1906, shOrt 132 enlisted men and 39 
Officers/warrant offic0rs, as of 31 January 1969. Unit strengths are 
show in Inclosure 3. 

(4) 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

Public Information. 

Printed Rol0ases· 14 

Pictorial Roleases 8 

Hom0town Print0d Releases 240 

Hometown Pictorial Releases 65 

2 
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SUBiTECT: Opere.tioMl .Report of 52d Combat Aviation Battalion For Period 

. .Ending 31-January 1969, ·RCS CSFOR-65 (R-1) (U). 

(e) Taped Interviews 2 

(f) . The. ,Battl3.lion,t.)owspaper "Drugon Fire" oontinuos to bo published 
on a regular basis. The artioles range in soope !'rom Command Information 
to hUlllS.ll interest stories. The papel;' genorally consists of six pages 
with a unit distribution of one paper per two men. 'There is no photo- ' 
graphio oapabilitr, which ,deoreases impact of the paper, however, the 
paper is well read Within ,the battalion. 

<'., 

(g) During this period the battalion, assisted by the ilrmed Forces 
Radio and Television Service,' initiated a progrillll to produce looal radio 
and television shows of approximately fifteen minutes in length. The 
initial program oovered the battalion in general, while future monthly 
programs' will highlight the individual units within the battalion. 

(5) Civic Aotion." 
. ' 

(13.) During the p0ri0d, covered by this report the Civio Aotions Office 
ooordinatedwith'saoh oompany in the battalion so that many groups ,of 
ohildren in the Pleiku area had a happier Christmas. Children of the RF 
Mth Infantry Be.ttalion and the Nhuo PhooBuddist SchOOl; young people of 
the Pleiku Leprosy Center, 'and tIro Montagnard Villages received battalion­
sponsored Christmas portie's. 

(b) The MEDCAP and DENTCAP programs oontinued to expand with over 
eight hundred ambulo.tory pationts c~:red for by US dootors. 

~ (C) Intelligence. The 8-4 Seotion oontinues to publish a dai1¥ 
Intelligenoe Summary of, signifionnt' activities in the Ple1ku-Kontum area. 
Intelligence information is gathered from II Corps and 4th Infantt-y 
Division G-2 offices, lnte!l.ligenee briefings from other supported units 
and mission reports submitted by aviatorll and Air Mission Conunanders. 

(1) Enemy Aotivity. Attacks a.gainst Allied, Installations during 
this quarter were pr,imarily stand-off attac,ks by fire with 6amm and 82mm 
mortars, and 122mm and B-40 rockets. There were no ground attacks during 

,this quarter. The freiquency of tho' attacks remained constant during the 
quarter. Signifioant aot;l:vitios during the period: 

1.30255 Nov: Camp Holloway received 17-20 rounds of 122mm ,rooket fire. 
There were 4 US WIA, 1 UH':"1D'destroyed, .3 CH-54s with light damage, 8 
UH-1H ·w:l:th modsrate damage, 2. UH-1H with light damage and numerous build­
ings with varying amount of dr..me.ge. 

1.32020 Nov: 52d Security Detachment patrol encountered and exchanged fire 
with an estimated enemy platoon near the perimeter of Camp Holloway. ' 
Casualties were negative on both sides. 

1800.30 Nov: Camp Hollowat'roceived.3 122mm rockets with negative oasual­
ties or damage. 

'.3 
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222035 Nov: 52d Security Detachment patrol made contact with 6 VC and exchanged small arms fire resulting in nogative casualtios·. They engaged an estimatGd enomy platoon at 2330 ho\.jl's with I1GgativEl friGndly casual­ties. Estimated.5 VC KIA. 

031645 DBo: 57th Avn Co gunships fired on deserted village resulting in the destruction of 14 .structurGs· and ;feur large seoondary' explosions. Gunships roceived small arms fire with negative damage to eJ:rcraf't • 
.. 

041140 Deo: 189thAvn Co gunships supporting Clro team received c:!:'edit fo~ 9 NVA killed by air. 

131430 Dec: 189thAvn Co gunships destroyed 4 sampans on tho Yo. Krong Bolah River. 

141845 Dec: 57th· AvnCo at Kontum City Air;field received 8 rounds Of 122mm rockets inside theirper;lmetor resulting in 4 US WIA, 2 buildings received moderate damago ilnd one re\leived' light damage.. . 

161550 Dec: 57th Avn Co expended ordnance on an ab~donod village re­sulting in five secondary explosions. All.1IN artillery ;fired which resulted in 13 secondary explosionS. 

220150 DBc: 57th Avn Co received 14 unknown type mortar rounds. All rounds landod on oJ:'·near the airstrip resulting, in light damage te the strip. No fr.1endly casualties. . 

221837 Dec: Kontum AAF received nineteen 'rounds 0;f122mm rockets result-. ing in 4 friendly WIA (RF), 4 0-1 airCraf't damaged and one aircra;ft revet­ment damaged. Enemy casualties were unknown. 

081843 Jan: Kontum Airfield received 10 rounds of 122mm rockets result­ing in negative pasualties or damage. 

152330 Jam A 52d Security netachment pa.trol :!:'eceived appro:idmately 15 rounds of small arms fire which resulted in negative .tl':l.endJ:y casualties. Fire was returned and area was swept and fresh blood and lIK-47 .shell casings were found. Enemy cas~altieswere unknown. 

171200 Jan: 179th Avn Co had one CH-47.shot-down !l.ll.d destroyed by B-40 . rocket nt AS 798118,23km north o;fKontum.No fi'iOndly casualties. 

221430 Jan: 179th.Avn Co·had two aircraft receive minor damage from one round ot 60mm mortal' while supporting 42d ARVN. 

221615 Jan: Twenty kilometers north of Kontum, an insGrtion slick of the 170th carrying a LRP was'hft with one B-40 rock"t r01.U:td while on the LZ. Casualtios we,re 7 US WIll'and 1 Kit Garson Scout WIA. Aircraft roceived modorato damage and was extracted by CH-47 aircraft. An extraction slick from same unit received ground fire wIth no dcuu('.ge. 

-------_._----_. 
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(2)' Mbyement. ROCEliltlycaptured docUments. a,r.;d contacts give evid­
once that the·24th.NVAR0gi; ha'sroturnad to P16;uru Province in the Wil .. 
border area. On the Eest side of the' province 'there 8.l'0 indications' that 
tho 5th En, 95B NVA Rogt has movod.· from its baso' aroa ill Dinh Dinh Pro­
vince, into' VC Valleywith,an est1m4ted strength of 400 DIen. 

, :"; 

. (3) New Units. There have 'been no confu:.med reports of new units 
in the Kontum/PlellruProvil1ces in the l~st. thr.ee months.,' .. 

(4)' Now. Weapons. During the reporting pe;iod thero was' M incro~.se 
iiI: tho si'Shtings' of unidentified rotary winl;( aircr£\ft. There were' twO 

. tentative , identif'icatiollsmade of the aircraft; ,one w~.s identified as 
a RussiM KA-1S (HOG), ald the other one was identified as 0. Czechtrainor 
model HC2. 

(5) Situation.'. 

(a) Ko:~-t1:m The 40th: Arty Gp ,is still located in the Tri-Bordor 
arcn i.'.p}tI'oldlnately 50 Ion NW of KontUll! City. . The K"30 En/40th Rogt is 
north of PoleiKlong, 20 kn:\. W of K()ntum. The K-32 En/40th Regt is SW of 
Bon Hot operating in conjuncti()n with tho 101 st NVA R0[(t locrltod W O;f ... 
Dnk SGOll!:(. ,The 406th Sapper En is prGsumed to bo NE of Kontum City and . 
the 28th Sapper Bn 20 Ion SW of Kontum City.' " 

(b) Ploilou: The ,40Sth Sapper Bri is locatea approxima:ooly 15-20 Ion 
NE of Plem City. The 24th NVA. Rogt ,is preSUllled tb have returned to 
the NW border o.l'eao£ tho province. T4e .304th LF En is appro:xiJnately25 
km Wost of Phi Mrong and S Ion North. of Plei Djorong. The.K-31 En/40th 
Regtis along HWY14, 29 kill North of Pleiku and'tho H-15 LF En is along 
HWY 19, approximately 10 km east of Duc Co. ." , 

(6) Capabilities. 

(a) Kont~ !':rovince: The en'Omy has the capQ.bi11ty to conduct ground 
attacks against US/All:l.ed bases :41,.th6 vicinity of Dale Seang, Ben Het, 
and Dali: To with up to. multi-battalion strength, . supportod by RR,.mortar, 
rocleet and artillery fire. He caJ;l also conduct stcU1d-off al1d sapp,0r at­
taekl1 against KontUll!CiiiY .i:ind interdiethighwc.ys QL 14N, 512 Md othor 
major friendly 11nes. of ~ eOllJlnunieations. 

.' ., .. 
(b) Ploiku Prbvinee:Tho enemy has the capabi11ty to selectively 

attack Due Co,' Ploi DjerGn~, Ploi Mi'on~ or Plei Me CIro Camps Md Edap 
El1D.ng, Thanh'An alid LeTrUl1g villagos. He can conduct stand-off and 
sl.'.pper attacks agninst ,Pldik1l'City e.nd Allied installations along high­
ways m" 19E e.nd QL '4Nc.nd'·int0rdict.liighuc-.ys 509, TL 6C,437, TL 70 and 
LTL 7B with a compMY sizeVC olClmClnt, employingsmD:llarms, automatic 
weapons, recoilless rifle, rocltet and mortar fire, as well as mines and 
anti-tank grenades. 

(7) Miscellaneous. 

5·' 
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Durmg the reporting period six high intensity ground fire area re­ports were deolared and passed out to the units of the battalion. The following areas were reported: (a) YA 9468, (b) YD 2408, (0) YU 249301 within a radius of 2.5 NM, Cd) BR 773738 withm a radius of 2.5 NM, (e) Yll 8525 and (f) Yll 658259 within a radius of 2.5 NM. Two VC/NVA weapons infornu,tion sheets weredistributsd to the battalion units durmg the past quexter. One of th~ ~ormational sheets wes on the 140mm rocket whioh gave a general desorip.tion of the weapon and general ohare.oter" istics of it. Another informational sheet was distributed whioh des­oribed the RPG-7 RoCket Launoher. This informatienal sheet gave the general oharaoterestios of the weapon, the general funotioning of the weapon, the penetrating power of the weapon, the 'employment of the rocket launoher as an antiaircraft weapon and how to protect bunkers and emplaoe-ments from the weapon. 

d. (C) Operations. 

(1) During this reporting, period, the 52d Combe.t Aviation Battalion , supported oombat, oombat support and pacifioation operations throughout the II Corps Tactioal, Zone. Priority mission during the quarter was to provide e.viation support to the US 4th Ini'nntry Divisio;n in Kontum, Pleiku and D&rlao Provinoes. ' Two UH.,.1 airmobile oompnnies, one' CH-47 medium hel1Aopter oompany and a'platoon of CH-54 aircraft provided this support for 92 days. ,Omega operations were supported by one assault helioopter oompany and elements of the 'esoort aviation company for 92 days. Other Ullits oractivitios rooeivingdaily support include the Highway 19 Coord­inator, CORDS, MACV, 5th Special Forces Group, the ARVN 24th Special Tactioal Zone, II Corps Hqs" and IFFV Artillery units in the Pleiku.-An Khe area.. Six 52d C/,B UH-1Haircraft, OPCON 268th Combat Aviation Bat­talion, supported the Capitol ROK Infantry ,Division (CRID), 41st Artillery Group and other Free World Military Assistnnoe Forces (FWMAF) in the central coa.stlands for 62 d~B. Both the 119th, and 189th Aviation Com­'panies provided aircraft and personnel for these missions. While per­forming .combat Assault" Combat Resupply, Medical EVnc1llltionj Reconnais­nnoe, ,Fire Support, Comjnand nnd Control" Liaison, Logistics and Admin .. ' istrative miSSions, the'FLYI~G DRAGONS flew over 31,000 hours during this period, including 13,457 hours, of Combat Assault. Missio,n accomplishment hus been satisfactory, howev:eroporations have' been hrunpered by la.ck of experienoed aviators ,nnd other factors ,included in this report. Misutil­iZation of airoraft allocations is still encounterod frequently, and flying hour programs nre exceedod to overoome planing dClficisnoiCls of the supported units (US nnd ARVN). 'Muny timClS supported units continue to request additional aviAtioh support (which is'not available due to previous commitments) toaocoiliplish opera.tions planned beyond allocated or available aviation assets., Some units continu0 to use unimproved lnnding or pick up zones for' plD.toon and oompuny size operations, reducing the lift capability of the aircraft and causing blade strikes and sheet motal dame.go incidents to supporting aircraft. 

(2) An increasing ntunber of missions roquire single ship support, 

6 
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therefore proficiency in fo~~tion flight; ~lato9n size airlift and Air­
mobile Task Foroe Opere.tioris nap 'beon de'clining. Training snroute to 
nnd returning from assigned missions is struldq.rdprnotioo, but 1'lexiblo 
support requirements preclude regularly scheduled flight pllttoon train­
ing. Several Significant exooptions to .these routine missions were as 
f.ollows·: 

16 Nov 68: 189th Avn Co lifted an eight company Combat Assault near 
Duc Co in western Pleiku Province. 

18 Nov 68: 189th AvnCo extracted five companios'from Duc CO AO. 

20 Nov 68: 189th AVnCo inserted six 'companies into positions in 
Pleiku Province. 

24 Dec 68: 57th, 170th; and 189thAvn Co ail? assaulted two US bFlt-
talions into VC valley, 40,km ESE of Pleiku. . 

13 Jon 69: 170 Avn Co, with eight m~1H aircraft, movod519 troops 
dur.ing 0. Combat Asse.ult oonducted by the ARVN 24th Speoial Tactical Zone 
in Kontum Province. 

15 Jon 69: 170th Avn co supported a 5th.SFGp/CIDG Combat Assault in 
NE Pleiku Province, lifting· 1.36 troops with five UH-1H helicopters. 

(3) . Medium helioopter support roquirements during this quarter huve 
be(;m heavy, requiring CH-47 Chinooks to oxceed tho DA and USilRV flying 
hour level esto.blished for meintenllIloe support and replacement spv.re 
parts. The 179thAssault Support Helicopter Company flew over 3500 hours 
during the quarter, averaging 117.3 hours per month. Other 17th CAG CH-47 
Chinooks flew an additional 284 hours supporting FWMAF in the 52d CAB AO. 
5th US Spe~iql Forces Group, IFFV Artillery, 937th EnginElers and other ' 
units h;"ve been Bupportedwhile enroute to 4th Division Ba.ses, effectively 
reduoing non-productive flight time for bClth CH-47 and CH-54 aircraft. 
,lir itGms IlIld riggipg equipment encountered by both cargohel:l.copter': . 
companies are often .,!!ubstendard, oausing aconsiqer~.ble /llI1ount of dropped 
loads due to faulty or out-of-date slings or straps whioh break in flight. 
Several. aircraft have reoeived de.mage to rotor bladcs and engines from 
unsecured personal' eqUipment; CIO-fiS II or IV. suppHes and supplies and 
other debris in close proxim:!.ty to pick up and lllJ1ding ·zones. Dust 
suprossion programs have basi initiatod by supported units and are mon-
i tored by air mission CC)mmanders Ilnd Liaison Offio!lr~. fr0J? this bLlttalion. 

(4) Incree.sed·,./lv!o.t!on suppor.t has ·been £lllooated. to. ARVNunits 'dur­
ing the last month of this quarter. Liaison Officers from· the 52q CAB 
to the Senfor US f.dvisor have advised 'and trained the supported units in 
the use of both utility and' cargo helicopters in 'expMded operations. In 
coordination with the Senior Advisor, bi-lingual lectures, demonstrations, 
fact sheets and planning guides have been presonted to ARVN Co~nandors, 
stnff and troops. The plaoement'of one Chinook-qualified LNO and one 
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UH-1-qualified LNO at the regimental headqlk'lTters pas improved relations, support and safety during ARVN oporations ro uiring US Army ilviation support. The USARV 196$ HANDliQQ!£. FOR OH- OHINOOK UTUIZIlTION AND EMPLOYMENT IN VIETNAM has been of' groat value in proparing briefings and planning artillery moves. 

(5) The 3618t Avn' 00 (Escort) AH-tG. Oobras have provided daily sup­port to the Omega clandestine operat:l,qns as well as providing aerial fire support to troops .in contaot (US 4th Inf Div, 5th Special Forces units, P.RVN 24th STZ and Regional Forces); .in defense of Allied installations, airfields and outposts; and aerial escort and reconniJ.isance for roo.d con­voys, air. assaults, Long Range Reconnaisance Patrols (LRRP) and aerial Medic~~ Evacuation operations. The speed and varied armament cnpabilit,r of the Oobra has allowed this unit to reinforce othor armed helicopter, operations over a largE!. area from a central base loc,\tion. The AH-1G has proven reliable for both day and nj.ght 'fire support. 

(6) Armed Helicopter turn-around time has been reduced and safety factors increased by tho construction of a battalion arming point separate from tho airfield runway. The improved surface area has n l<\Uding/take off lane and four revElttedarming pads aligned into prevailing winds and awiiy from cantonment areus •. This 'centralized 10c8.tion, which is separated from oth",r aircraft revetmimts and POL areas, al;Lows better ammvniUon storage and accountability,consolidated rearming personnel, and i\nmed-. iate armament repairs with minimtUTl ground crews. 

(7) Pathfinder support wns incroD.sod throughout the qUe,rtor. 52d P"thfinders established air tre.fnc control on fire support bases, pro­vided rigging and hook upo.ssistanoe, coordinated US, l~VN and GIDG Com­bat As saul t 10C1.ding and rapelled into selected arGas' to improve landing zones. 
., . 

(8) The 52d SeourityDetaohll)ent continues to provide observation, illumination and fire support on the perimeter of Oamp Holloway, conducts patrols and ambush operations in the Oamp HollowdJ' .Defense AO and main­tains 0. small force at Kontum Airfield to support the 57th Avn Co com­pound defenses. 

(9) The Area Movement Control Center CAMeC) cOntinues to provide flight following, commimications relllY and lind ted flieht consolidation services, but cannot function as, desired because of sole user aircraft allocations approved by higher hcadqlU1.rters. AMCC does provide standby passengor and (largO trans.pcrto.tion to local units .and activities within the AO, and is n most}~f.t'e~tive Search, Rescue and Recovery Control Center. 

e. (0) Traininz. i:ln'the job 1;raining (OJT) continues to be the primary method of instruction .for battalion personnol in all MOS fields. Individual training is conducted by 1lnitsasrequired by .350 sories dir­ectives. ilvill:tor' training end flight standardization are inoluded in pc.rngraph 1 i of this report. 
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self operating basis. 

g. (e) Aircraft MainteneAcg. 

(1) Maintenance· officiencyth1'oughout the quarter was hrunpered by 
continued difficulty.in obtaining EDP.itoms. The Toah Supply W~ant 
Officer added to the Battal10n Maintenance section has assisted units 
by establishing . tho correct ASL, prov.iding inter-unit ooordinc.tion and 
aoting as inter-bp.ttalion liaison to looato and obtain oritioally needed 
ptXrts~ Even with this!).ddit:Lonal Ilffort and continued cOllll1lalld ettention, 
laok of reple.cement pnrtscombined with slow delivery time he.scaused ex­
cessive down time on battalion aircraft. ·EDP replacement items arrive 
1111 averaEle of 12-14 days c.fter requisition submission. Some units are 
at zero (0) balance on 1;-20% of the ASL, because of these delays. . : . 

(2) . Aircraft Statics: ~ 1JH..1D UH-1C UH-1H CH-47A .!l.::2A 
Airoraft Authorized 12 2 32 92 16 1 

. Total Aircraft Assigned 11 2 28 78 14' 1 

Aver£lge Aircraft Per Co. 10.9 1.3 7 •. 2 18.; 14.8 1 

Availability Rate (%) .• 66.7 59 7').7 7/y.4 66.8 71.; 

EDM Rate (%) 14.7 33.; 18.6 .. 20.4 24·.1 15 .. 
(3 ) Aircraft Availability, Flying Hours e.n.d other data are shown in 

Inclostire 5 to this report.· 

h. (u) f,ccidenii Pre:zent~on. 
, '0' 

(1) The 52d Combat Aviation Battalion experienced (10) accidents 
during the quarter, with most of them occuring le.te· in the period. The 
following is a summery· of the ,'OOCt1l'I'C!lOOS during this period: 

(a) 1 November 1968:· 170th Avn Co, UH-1H, #66-16110, Major Accident. 
The aircre£t made a normal take off, and at 200 feet and 55 knots the 
test pilot heard a loud "POP" from the transmission area followed by loss 
of directional control. The aircraft made a 270 degree .right turn, then 
hit the ground on .the forward portion of the left skid and rolled on left 
side~ CAUSE-MechMicial failure of the 'tail rotor drive quill. 

(b) 13 Novemb~r 1968: 361st Avn Co (Escort), Ali-1G, #67-15628, Major 
Accident. Aircraft COIllmander experienced loss of direc:tional control 
while the aircraft was in the revetment. While control was lost toe air­
cruft t~il rotor oontacted a' 55 gallon barrel which was part of the revet­
ment.· CAUSE,.. Aircraft Commander failed to eValuate and promptly over-
oome loss of directional control. . 

. 1') 
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AVG])"CC (1. February 1969) 
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 52d Combat Aviation Battalion For Period 

Ending 31 Janu<?.ry 1969, RCS CSF0R-65 (R-1) (rr). 

(c) 13 November 1968: 170th Avn Co, UH-1H, #67-17253, Major Ac­
cident. While on take off from LZ the right skid of the airoraft oaught 
on e. stump causing the airoraft to roll to the· right and come to rest 
inverted. CAUSE - Pilot failed to use proper take off procedures. 

(d) 20 November 1968: HHD, UH-1H, #66-16175, Major Accident. While 
flying 80-85 knots over jungle terrain, aircraft experienced complete loss 
of I'..nti-torque ·contro1 and. began to turn to the right. Aircraft would 
not strerunline andcontinu.ed right turnll, completing approximately. five 
revolutions. The aircraft commander entered autorotation. The aircraft 
was not turning when it settled in a small clearing. CAUSE - Material 
failure of number 2 tail rotor drive shaft hanger bearing. ' . 

(e) 16 December 1968: 189th Avn .Co, UH-1H, #66-15153, Major 
Accident. While at a. l' hover over a oement pad prior to landing, the 
aircraft started a turn to the right. With full left pedal applied the 
aircraft continued to turn' fbr 90 dogrees before a hovering autorotation 
waS attempted. The aircraft hit the pad, bounced into the air and rolled 
over, coming to rest inverted. CAUSE - Failure of flex coupling in tail 
rotor drive shaft.' • 

(f) 30 December 1968: 57th Avn Co, UH-1H, #66-15079, Major Accident. 
The aircraft commander. experienced failure of search light and landing 
light during lift-off. The ship went IFR due to dust and darkness and 
before visual referenoecbuid be rega'ined the aircraft crashed outside 
the revotment area. The darkness and tho extr~me dust oombined to make 
the aircraft IFRwhen the lights were lost. CAUSE - Loss of visual 
reference. 

(g) .31 Deoember 1968: 170th Avn Co, UH-1C,' #66-15235, Major Accident. 
While talcing off on a test flight, aircraft had.a oomp1ete engino failure.' 
An autorotation was immediately initiated, but due to the flight path be­
ing directly over a POL storage area, pitch had"to :be prematurel,v Dulled 
to avoid contact with large. fuel bladders and surround:!.ng berms •. GAUSEr 
Engine Failure 

(h) 14 January 1969: 119th Av:t; Co, UH-1H, #67-18573, Major Accident. 
The aircraft made approaoh and terIDinated at high hover over LZ. LZ 'was 
a new and incomplete single ship LZ requiring a vertical descent termin­
ating at a hover. Ground had. not been cleared, preventing touch down. 
Pilot was monitoringguages, and was cleared for descent by orew. Weight 
shifted and pilot reported RPM bleeding off. Aircraft sottled into ground 
from an altitude of approximately 10 feet. CAUSE - Pilot failed to main­
tain control of the aircraft. 

(1) 19 January 1969: 170th Avn Co, UH-1H, #67-17452, Major Ac­
cident. Aircrnftwas on a left down wind apprQach at approxllnatelY 150' 
to 200' AGL, at 60 knots, an engine failure occurod and a autorotgtive 
decent terminated with a hard landing. CAUSE - Engine Failure 
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AVGJ)..CC (10 February 1969) 
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 52d Combat AViation Battalion For Peried 

Ending 31 January 1969, ROS CSFOR-65 (R-1) (U) 

(j) 20 January 1969: 119th Avn Co, illl-1C, #66-9431, J'Ia~ 01" Accident. 
Airc):'e,ft experienced a dual hydraulic failure, while passing through 
translational lift,oontrol wall 'lost,. and the ro,roraft hit the' ground and 
rplled on its right side. CAUSE -Failure of ,number one and twohydraulio 
systems. . 

(2) Experience Chart;· Aviation Company (liML) consisting of 16 
Officers and 47 Warrant Officers. Only one officer (Commanding Officer) 
is on his, seoond tour and one offioer has extended. No Warrant Officers 
ar,e on second tour assignl/lents. ' 

§.. Months in-Country . 

Officers 
Warrant Offioers 
Offioers four months or less in.co~try 
Warrant Offioers four·months or less inoountry 

.e. AverageFlyingHours 

Offioers 
,Warrant Offioers 

Company 

409.0 
242.2 
284~7 

Average' 

. 6.69 
4.08 
6 

30 

Under,,200 Hours 

7 
,26 
33·" 

(3) Dusty areas at Kontum and Holloway ill oontinue to. be peneprimed 
to reduoe hazardous oonditions such as oaused one major accjdent this 
past period. 

(4) Monthly Flight Safety meetings have beeli h(jld by all units, with 
the Battalion Aocident Prevention Officer, FlightSurgeon, Unit Commander 
and others actively participa1;1ng in these open diollcussionswithunit 
aviators. 

i. (C) Flight standardization. 
" . 

(1) The, Battalion Staridexdization Offioer flew 221 hours qualifYing 
na1, instruotor pilots, .'adlninistering90. day standardization rides, eir­
craft commander Check rides, and.in-countrYorientationrides.for newly 
aSSigned aviators. .All, flight Hme. wa.s acqwnulated since 18 November 1968, 
when the present Battalion, Standaraization 'DUicer assumed his duties. 

, ,: 

(2) Lack of training eircraft, 'especially UH-iC models, has reduced 
tl." umount of training oonduoted by all instructor pilots. 

. (3) Rotation of instructor pilotfl, to inciude the Battalion Stand-
ardization Offioer, created a situation which left much to be desired in 
the field of aviato):' trilinil'ig. This ,situation has been improved, largely 
due to assistance by.the 17th GAG Standardiza.tion Section. At the end of 
this reporting period, the battalion has 21 standardization and instructor 
pilots, with at least oneinstruotor pilot per unitqualifiEld in all 
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of 52d Combat Aviation Battalion For Period Ending 31 Jnl11:W.ry 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R-1) (u). , . 

assigned airoraft. 

(4) Two aViatprs have; attended the 1st Avn Bde Instruotor Pilot course, in-oountry. Several other IF applicants, selected as best qua.l­ifie.d in their units, have been rejected by the Brigao.e Standardiza'j;ion section because they do not mGet the prerequisites established for in­structor pilot training. 

(5) Instrument and hooded flight training has decreased dUring this quarter, following shutdown of the Holloway GOA Facility and the increased flying time required by assigned missions. There was no RotGry Wing In_ strument Examiner availm.ble to renew instrument ratings until the final week of January 1969. Basic instruments,ADF procedures, use of the trans­ponder and a Ground Controlled Approach are all included in aviators' initial in-country orientation flight, but instrument proficiency within the battalion continues· to wane. 

(6) Aerial gunnery profi~ienoy was developed by utilizing gunnery instruotor pilots and inexperienoed aviators to test fire weapons systems after maintenance performed. A continuing need for armed helicopter pilots has ·required aviators with minimum training to obtain most of their instruction from the airoraftoommander on combat missions rather than an elaborate instructor/training environment. Current prerequisites for armed helicopter pilots are·:not compatable with the existing experience lGvel of our assigned aviators. 

j. (C) Organization. , 
(1) On 22 NoV' 68, the52d Security Detaohment and tire 68th Inf Detach­ment (Radar) were released from attachment to Headque.rters and H"adquarters Detachm(mt, reverting to control . .of the 52d Security Detachment. 

(2) On 2 Dec 68, the. 154th Medioal Detaohment, Il.new unit,· was at­tached to the 57th Assault Helioqpter Company, Kontum, RVN .• 

(:3) On 21 Jan 69, the 52d Combat Aviation reorgarlized under the pro­visions of USARPAC \10.771, dated 22 ,Nov 68.· Be.ttalion units affected and current"MTOE are shown below. . 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

57th AHO:· Redesignated 57th Aviation C.o (Airmobile) MTOE 1-077G. 615th TC Det: deactiV'ated 
8eZd Sig Det: . doaoti va ted 

119th AliC: Redesignated 179th Aviation Co (Airmobile)·MTOE 1-077G. 545th TC Det: deactivated 
70th Sig. Det: deactivated 

170·th AHC: Redesignated 1'7Oth Av.!.a.tion Co (Airmobile) MTOE 1-077G. 405th TC Det: deactivat0d 
448th SigDet: denotivated 
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SUB.:(EOT: . Operational Report of 52d Oombat Aviatio,n BattalionFbr Period " ", ~ding.31 ,Tanuary 1969,ROS OSFOR-65 (R-1) (U), ' 

(d) 179th ASHO: Redesignated 179th AVidion Co (Medium Helicopt0r) MTOE 1-258G. 
, 402d TC Det: deactivated . , 

( . 
(e) 189th AHO: •. : Redesignuted . 189th Aviation Co (Airmobi-le)MTOE 1-077G. 

604th TC Det: deactivated . 
"§th Sig Det: , deactivated" 

. 'J 

", 

(f) 
1-256G. 

Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment:' 'Reorganized MTdE' 
,'",.,,' 

(4) The Post Headquarters se-otion contin~es to support tenl'Jlt units of Oamp HoJ.loWllY. Airfield Operations, Base'Defe)1se, Post Development, Ropair UtilitY'''services, ,Pbst Exchange, Speo;l.alServioes and LE>.walld Order Activi.ties ilre coordinated and supervised by the ,Deputy Post Com­mander (.344 ASD CO), assistedby'a Post Engineer (0-2), Special Services Offioer (W-1), three enlisted assistants: and two oivilian employees. Prc­jects accomplished during the qur.rter incluqe'the oponing of the Ocmp Holloway Swimming Pool, construotion of the Battalion Arming Point, pene­pr:i.ming of POL, maintenanoe and aircraft ~king arel?s,and consolidD_t:l:on of the oivilian employee file' system. . 

(5) The tenant population of Camp Holloway wr.s incree,sed during the quarter. The USAF 20th Speoial Operations Squadron arrived on stfltioll in Januc:ry with nine UH-1F aircraft, atrcrews and.support elements closing at "HolloWfty AAF on 18 JIln 69. This 42 man unit is also provided assist­'anoe by Post Headquarters, !'LS well as by the 52d CAB. , , . 
k. (U) Other. 

(1 ). Chaplain.' 

(8.) During the quarter, protestant servioes were conduoted by the Bl'lttal1on Chaplain ,in both the batkl10n ohapel r.nd ,the 604thTC theater. Oatholio services were oonducted by the Pleiku Sub Area Command Ohl'lplain. Religious services for the 57th AHO were conducted .bythe MA(JV ProtestD.nt Chaplain and the ARVN Oatholio Ohaplain stationed in Kontum Oity~ , . " 

(b) Civic aotion pro·jeots inolude distribution of over 200 casoS of surplus vegetables and canned goocl,s. ' Ton cases of cle.ssroom chalk and fifteen'box(ls of olothing worp di-stdbuted to various sohoolsllnd orphunp in tho area. six speCial offerings, totaling $452.40, were designated to looal orphange's Mdthe.CM!, leprosarium in Pleiku. An additional $300 was donated tb theiUnerican Bible Society ,by ·the OhE'lilainsl ]\md. o • , ,t' ", 

(2) ,Surgeon. 

,(a) During the quarter, frequent ugannounoed t~aining oxercis0s were oonduoted'for battalion medics, emphasizing the field of mass and 
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COI~FIDtNII' A L 

ORGANIZ.ATIONAL STRUCTURE A.'>1D STATIm:' LIST 

!!!.tl.l COl'~,~ 1Qc..A..1W~ APO 

52d Cbt Avn Bn LTC Richard L. Stoessner Cam.p Hollol,ray, 96:318 "FLYING DRAGONS" Pleiku, . RVN 

Hq & Hq Det CPT Daryl R. Cagle Camp Holloway 96.318 

52d Sec Det lLTVictor L. Coulter Cam.p Holloway 96.318 68th Rdr Det None Authori2ed) 

57th Avn Co (Ai'lL) MAJ Rebert M. William.s City Airfield, 96499 "GLADIATORS" Kontum, RVN 
154 th Vwd Det CPT John B. Hannah 
.321st .'l.SD 14AJ'!Jackson K. Schultz 

119th Avn Co (fJ-iL) NAJ Kenneth R. CQry Cam.p Holloway, . 96.318 
,II ALLIGATORSII Pleiku, RVN 
. 94th Med Det " .. CPT Curtioe T. Martin 

170th Avn Co (AML) }lAJ Donc.ld JI. Ro berts . Camp HoUOWliY, 96.318 
"BIKINISII Pleilm, RVN 

755th Med Det CPT Joseph F. Homann 

179th Avn Co (Med Hal) MAJ Donald E. Holroyd Camp Holloway, 96.318 
" SHRIMPBOATS" • 

Pleilm, RVN 

189th Avn Co (ANL) MilJ Robert N. Morrison Camp HaUol-ray, 96.318 
"GHOSTRIDERS" Pleilm, RVI~ 

.361st Avn Co (Escort) H.I\J Robert J. Rodger s Camp HoUol-lay, 96.318 
"PINK PANTHERS" Pleilm, RVN 

665th TC Det ~Vaoant) 
6218t Sig Det None Authorized) . 

1st Plt, .355th AvA Co 
"WORKHORSE" (OPCON) 

CP:!: David E. Sullivan Camp HoUorray, 
Plailru I RVN 

9,6.318 

.. ' '! 
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52D CCt-!BAT A1JIAnO,r '3/~TTALION kLiU OF :;P::;-dATlO:';S 
5.2D CAS ORLL 

Incl.2 

SCALE 
qUJiiliG Tn. Province .'" 1:1,000,000 

. ': .. -,-~./--- .. ,--.. -,-- ... ~( 

.KONTUM Province J 
D~kPek 

, 
( Q~AII'G HOAl 
~OVince 

• 
Dill, Scang 

\.----
;'ian; Buk ------l 

~ ""-,,- .~,. /' 

• Ban Het fl 
.Dnk To 

Hatec.u Q 1,........, 
REPUBLIC Or V/£TNA M 

CJ • J(ontum,lirfield 

Kontw 
KOilTUN Provbce ....... -"" ..... "r-·-----__ -.i, 

( 
• PLEllCTJ :i?rovince 

Plei ;;x.ong 
,-/ SU01 Doi 

l BlNR DIII'l! 
Province 

,,,,,.-,, . • Pleilru JI.1B 
\ ..-" Plei Djereng Fleiku n 
~/ , . • Cl.lJ.'.p liollo~Tay 

J 
:,. 
.j Ce.lllp lnari 

" 



UNIT STRENGTH AS OF 31 J.'UifU.iiRY 1969 

1. (C) l1M~t!i.rX 

QQ 
.YW AUT!:! . .A§g; 

HHD . 19 20 
52d Secty Det 1 .2 

68th Rdr Det 0 0 
57th AC (AML) 19 18 

154th Mad Det 1 1 
119th AC . (AML) 19 16 

94th Med Det 1 1 
170th "ll (AML) 19 17 

775th Med Det 1 1 
179th AC (Med Hel) 15 7 
189th ,.0 (AML) 19 18 
361st AO (E) 16 11 

621st Sig Det 0 0 
665th TeDet 1 ;0 

. . , 
52D Oiffi "1:31'" : 112 

llNI~ 

52d HED 
57th AO (AHL) 
119th 1.0 (AML) 
170th AC (.AJ.lL) 
i79th AO (l'led Hel) 
189:th AC (ii)',j:t,) 
,361st .. C (E) 

o. 
o 

.... ; 0 ., 
o 
o 
o 
o 

liQ 
AUTI-! .~ 

.3 ·6 
0 0 
0 0 

51 10,4 
0 0 

51 48 
0 0 

51 47 
0 0 

26 20 
51 46 
13 ,.15 
0 0 
1 1. 

i ,_. 

247, . 227 

o 23 
016 . 
O· •... 14;;', 

o 11 " 
o 10 . 
o 14 
o ,3 . 

52D CAB .. --.. ·----0 -~6 91 . 

;';'. : 

... 

. 52D C,J30RLL 

EM 
AUTiI- !tOO 
~ 

1~T 
1'9 

219 
S 

a\1)9 
8 

219 
8 

228 
219 
80 

(, 
'57 

1528 

" , . 

-
119 . 
119 
' 14-
202 

5 
194 

8 
198 

8 
206 
203 
.63 

5 
'5<2 

' ~. . 
~'+"\-~ i 
. '1399' 

o 
o 

,;:'0 
;0 

. "0 
o 

1.0 

; ,'. 

.J.' 

1.~ 
AUTH 

109 
152 

2~ 
9 

289 
9 

289 
9 

269 
289 
109 

6 
59 

. 1906' 

o 
0, 

... ··,,0 
'0 

';0 
'0 

'\ ,~~(O 

~ 

11,:5 
121 

1J. 
264 

6 
258 

9 
262 

9 
2.3' 
26'7 
89 
5 

53 

1735 

-:. ~.; t. .; 

( . " : i \ 
\.....·U 

.\ : ;--~,I 'DC n, I~/,.·.· 1M L·: 
'" I. L- /V , ,.' , 
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LON F I j) E NIt A L_ 
52D Cl;B ORLL 

~PERATIONAL RESULTS 1>S OF 31 J.I\1T{JARY 1969 

1. (0) fulSlJ,lts •. 

C:"RGO 
SORTIES TROOPS LIFTED ENEMY STRUCTUR:~[I S!U'lPANS 

UN:tT ~ ,y:m...R ,(tONS) ~ J?1l.i>! DE~l.' DJlM DES?: 

57th AC (AMI.) 29,939 38,950 1116 66 4S 133 1 
" . .. . , , 

119th AC (AMI.) 18,969 23,247 49(' 1 ;; 

170th AC (A1~) 17,909 32,287 595 

179th AC (MB) 11 .. 021 
0' 

. 27,4R7 27,729 

189th llC (AMI.) 27, 1M. 10,740 242 55 1 4 

361st AC (E) 2,818 18 51 10 10 

52D CAB 107 ~800 132,691 30,190 173 56 148 1 4 

- . 
• 

2. (C) WIil&,E>§ • 

. ' .. 
Ym 

AIRCRAFT LOST 
lYPE NB 

JiIRCRAFT DAMAGED 
nfE . NB 

57th AC (.lU1L) 

119th AC (Al-lL) 

170th AC (.100.) 

179t:.. ,~G (MIt 

189th AC (AN:',:' 

361st AC (E) 
. -

UI:L-1H 

UI:L-1H 
" .' 

UH-1C 
Ul:L-1H 

CI:L-47A 

Ul:L-1H 

AH-1G 

2 

2 UI:L-1H 

2 Ul:L-1C 
:3 UI:L-1H 

1 CI:L-47A 

1 UI:L-1H 

:2 AH-1G 

1'. _ ... 52l? OA~: ____ ., .• , .. _, ____ • _____ .:U:.. ______ _ 
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AtlIMritJ_&liD9 ~~~\ 
, I() NP.R.t. Da\~': P.iY _1. __ ... , ~, .. ~".,"." w~· •.. _" 

3. (u) Recapi tulat,;Lon of Fly:i.ng ::ours. 

TYPE UNIT MONTH AVG NO HOURS AVG lIRS 

"~~. 
ON HAND FLOWN PER A/c 

"-'. 
.. - ..• - '!t1)'. 

UH-1C 57th AC NCl'l4:;"'" 8.0 67;3 
Dec' 8.0 57.S -. 6t~ 62·7 

119th AC 7.0 50.0 
7 S 

1 
28. 1551 

~~ .. ~2.:Z :l2~ ~2.g 
UH-1H - -~5"lth' AC Nov 18.3 1938 105.5 

Dec 18.0 2393 132.9 
J',;w jell &a2J J~~.J 

119th AC Nov 18.6 1679 90.3 
Dec 18.9 1551 S3.3 
,;r~ l~.~ ll:lQa 22.3 

170th AC Nov 17.6 . 1743 99.1 
Dec 1S.5 2059 111.2 
JM-. J~.:Z • ~Q~~. lQl:l.:z 

'189th AC Nov 19.2 1542 80.3 
Dec 1S.6 2153 110.5 
Jan 19.3 W9L 9SS,Q 

52nd CAB N.ov .. 73.7 6902 93.6 
Dec 73.7 . 8156 110.6 

11. .3 
10.4 6N9 
lO...L .~~ 

eft47A 179th AC 1L,.9 (,8.3 
15,0 SO.8 
14,6 77,5 

* DA' Flying ;rourPrograt:~'. per aircra:t.'t is as fol1ows: 
U 

1-.19. 5 lirs 

Inc15 

:!m::::ili M:.1Q 
74 lirs 70 lira 
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52D CAB ORLL 

% DA 
PROGRAM * 

UJi 
179% 
:1

Q8l 122 
113% 
l~~ 
133% 
150% 
M,:Z~ 
109% 
149% 
136,% 

• I , 
126% 
149% 

Z, . -112 
135% 
122% 

CH-I.'].A 
60. lira 



ll.ircraft No.intenance 

1. (C) Jl.ircr!U't Ste:hus (Authorized/On I-l<.nd) us of ·31 January 1969 

!!}!II 11.H.-1C .'W-1D UH.-~H M::o.1.I4 CH-42 Y 
57th'AC (ANL) SIS 2,,/20 

119th JiC (J~IL) , 8/7 2-'/19. 

17.oth .A~. (M.1L) 8/6 . 2.3/19 ... ', .... 
179th AC (!'frl) 16/1'4 

189th AC ,(~) 8/8 2.3/19 

36ist AC (~~) ... 2/2 . 12/11 

H}Y2 ti6. lb 
,. ~',.' ',52d CAB ')2/29 2/2 94/97 12/11 16/14 1/1 

2. (C) Ai;:" .. ca;f'.· :,~; ail/l.·b:'.l:lty (Daily Averae:e) 

"RIT'V:'''A ~. o:..+:.L ~t..@pARD ~. ,.JiCl.X .m.Q. liblL 
.. 

UH .. :: • ~vanabil:\;ty 72 , 69.7 74.5 77.0 
HissionReady . •. N/A 54.0 58.5 65.8 
EDM "' .. ,: 20 :w.o 19.2 16.7 
EDP 8 10.,) 6 • .3 6 • .3 

. Avaiif.,bil,ity 75 72.1 74.4 76./+ 
,l:ission Re~dy ,N/A 56.1 57.0 66 • .3 

EDM .20. 21.6· 20.9 18.6 
EDP 5 6 • .3 4.7 5.0 

'Ai'ailability .70 60.0 67.5 n.5 
:LSS:.0" Read.' ,N/A 53.5 59.0 •. 6.3.0 

. :~:::~y .20 13.0 14.6 14.8 
. ,-. 

"','\~ 

' "." ~ . 10 27.0 17.Q 12.7 

CH0.4" , ~>."ailabil:l. ty 65 6,.3 68.7 66.5 
.. Mission Roady N/A 56.1 57.0 62.0 

F;"< ~ 25 28,0 22.S 2~ .. J) 
10 .6.'1 .8,) 'j 1.9 

(.. ~: 2 'Pc:·f:'8 ~ 

"r I r-.;::.;'--' , , \/ .. -' 
I I.' , ' i'. I 'i:-\ '-' .. 

", 


