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. * DEPARTMENT.- OF, THE ARMY L .
. HEADQUARTERS, 52D GOMBAT AVIATION BATTALION -
o APO San Fraiteisco 96318 '
- "FLYING DRAGONSH

AVGD-CC ' o | S 10 Fobruary 1969

SUBJECT: ,Operational.Report"of 524 Combat 4viation Battalion for Period
| fnding 31 Januery 1969, ROS OSFOR~65 (R-1) (U). o

SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. Section 1, Operztion _'Si ifigent Activities,

as (C) General,. ‘Thié feport for the perlod 1 November 1968 thrbugh
31 January 1969 1s submitted In compliance with AR 525~15, USARPAC Reg
525-15, USARV Reg 525-15 and 17 CAG Reg 525-15, ' |

(1) - Hoadquarters, .52d Combat Aviation Battalion, LTC Richard I,
Stoessner, Commanding, remains at Cemp Holloway, Plelku, RVN, LIC
Stosssner succeeded LTC William C, Chamberlain as Battallon Oommander on
A1 Jamuary 1969, On'the same day the Battallon wag recrganized under
the provisions of USARPAC GO“771, dated 22 Novembér 1968 (see paragraph
1)e,. Inclosure 1 reflects Organizational Struciure and Station List for
subordinate units as of 31 January 1969,

{2)  There has been no change of mlssion during the period, The 524"
CAB continues to provide aviation support to Free World Military Assist-
ance Forces (FWMAF) in the Central Highlends of Vietnam (soe Tnelosiwe 2).
The battalion.also controls all activities and functions of Camp Holloway,
Holloway Army Airfield and Kontum Army Airfield,

be (C) CPersonnel.

(1) Awards and Deeorations: During this reporting period, 2,264
awards were processed and 4,226 were approved and recelved, This Included
- the recelpt of two Silver Sters, 38 Distinguished Flying Crosses, 8
Soldler!s Medals, 47 Bronze Stars, 7 Bronze Stars for Valor, 3,922 Adr

Medals, 92 lir Modals for Valor, 48 Army Commendation Medals, 53 Army
Commendation Medals for Valor, end 9 Purple Hearts, . .

(2) Command snd Staff Cﬁﬁnges: The following Commend and Staff poge
1tion chenges took place. on the dates indiceted: |

POSTTTON RANK, NAME, SVC NO EIncomin_gg EFFECTIVE DATE
BN CO LIC Richard L, Stoessner 090504 - 21 Jan 69

- LIC Williem G, Chamberlain 070173
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of 52d Combat Aviation Battalion for Period
Ending 31 Jenaury 1969, RCS CSFOR~65 (R~1) (U),

BN S-1 - CPT Carl L, Nolin 05336679 30 Jan 69
MAT James T, Kearns 05513055 23 Deo 68
MAJ Glenn E, Morgan 04031245

BN S=2 (Vacent) . 16 Dec 68

1LT Robert 4, Dipadova 05243555

BN S-4 * MAT Williem A, Bloemsma 05307178 11 Nov 68
CW3-Robert E, MeKown W2211130

BN SFTY OFF LT Willlam E, Waggoner 05431703 24 Jan 69
1LT Glenn E, Spells 05339709

GO, 94th MED DET CPT Curtice T, Martin 02332452 11 Nov 68
CPT Merill J. Mirman 05260680

CO, 755¢h MED DET : GPT Joseph F. Homann 05718690 25 Nov 68
CPT .James H, Peterson 05716299

BN SURGEON CPT James H, Peterson 05716299 26 Nov 68
- CPT David L. Acus 05542617

G0, 154th MED DET  GPT John B, Henna 05716126 (NEW UNIT) 2 Doo 68

(3) Personncl turnover for the reporting period was as follows:

Enlisted Me ' Officer/Werrant Officer
MONTH  LusS ©  GAIN'  CHANGE' 0SS GAIN — GHANGE
November 155 48 23 57 434
December 106 145”.H +39 22 22 0
Jemuery 144 195 451 28 4 3
TOTAL 347 495 W8 TR i w7

The battalion total strength is 1906, short 132 enlisted men end 39
officers/werrant officersy as of 31 January 1969, Unit strengths are
shown in Inclosure 3. .

(4) Public Information.

(a) Printed Roleases . . 14

(b) Pictorial Roleasos 8

(¢) Hometown P:inﬁedaﬁoleases 240

(d) Hometown Pictorial Relosses 65
2
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SUBJECT:. Operstlonsl Report of 52d Combat Aviation Bettalion For Period
Ending 31 Janmmary 1969, -RCS CSFOR-65 (R-1) (U). -

(6) Taped Interviews 2

(f£) "The Battalion Nowspaper "Dragon Fire" continucs to bo published
on e rogular basis. The articles raonge in scopes from Command Information
to human Intercst storles. The paper genoreally consists of six pages
with a mit dletribution of one paper per two men, There 1s no photo~-
graphic capabllity, which decreases impact of the paper, however, the
paper is well read within the battelion. , :

(g) During this period the battallon, asslsted by the Armed Forces
Radlo and Television Servics, inltlated a program to produce local radio
and television shows of approximately fifteen minutes in length, The
Initlel program covered the battalion in general, while future monthly
programe will highlight the individual units within the battalion.,

(5) Civie Action,

(a) During the poried covered by this report thoe Civic Actions Office
coordinated with each company in the battallon so thet many groups of
chlldren in the Plelku ares had a happler Christmas, Children of the RF
68th Infantry Bettalion and the Nhuo Phoo Buddist School, young people of
the Pleiku Ieprosy Center and two Montegnard Villages received bpttalion~
sponsored Christmas porties, : :

(b) *The MEDCAP and DENTCAP programs continued to expand with over
elght hndred ambulotory patients cared for by US doctors.

en (c) Intelligence. - The $-2 Section continues to publish a daily
Intelligence Summary of. significant ectivities in the Ploiku-Kontum erea.
Intelligence information is gathered from II Corps end 4th Infantry
Division G~2 offices, iIntelligensco hriefings from.cther supported units
and mission roports submltted by aviztors and Air Mission Commanders.

(1) Fnemy Activity. Attacks against Allied Installations during -
this quarter were primarily stend-off attacks by fire with 60mm and £2mm
mortars, and 122mm and B-40 rockets, There were no ground attacks during
~this querter, The freguency of tho attacks remained constant during the
quarter, Significant activitles during the period: :

130255 Nov: Qamp Holloway received 17-20 rounds of 122mm rocket fire.
There were 4 US WIA, 1 UH~1D destroyed, 3 CH-54s with light damage, 8
UH-1H .wlth moderate demage, 2 WH~1H with light damage and numerous build-
ings with varylng amount of damage.

132020 Nov: 524 Securlty Detachment patrol encountered and exchangéd fire
with an estimated enemy platoon near the perimeter of Camp Holloway, .
Casualties were nogative on both sides,

180030 Nov: Camp Holloway received 3 122mm rockets with negative casual-
tles or damage. = : .
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SUBJECT s Operational Report of 52d Combat Aviation Battallon Roér Period
Ending 31 January 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R~1) (U).

222035 Nov: 52d Security Detachment patrol made contact with 6 VC and
exchangod small arms. fire roesultlng In nogative casualtics, They engagod
an estimated enemy platoon at 2330 hours with negative friondly casuale
tles. Estimated 5 VG KIA, : - _

031645 Deo:  57th Avn Co gunships fired on desertod village resulting in
the destruction of 14 struetures and four large secondary explosions,
Gunships recoived amall arms fire with negative damnge to clroraft.

041140‘Dec: 189th'Avﬁ Co gunshipé supporting CIDG téam received crodit
for 9 NVA killed by air. ‘ S

131430 Dec: 189th Avn Co gunships destroyed 4 sampans on the Ya Krong
Bolah River. e '

141845 Doc: 57th Avn Co at Kontum City Airfield received 8 rounds of
122mm rockets inside their perimetor resulting in 4 US WIA, 2 buildings
recelved moderate demage -and one‘reQeived-light‘damaget

161550 Dec: 57th Avn Co expended ordnence on an abondonod village re~
sulting in five secondary explosions, ARVN artillery fired which resulted
in 13 secondary explosions, .

. 220150 Dec: 57th‘Awn-Go‘feceived 14 unknown type mortar rounds,  All
rounds landed on or'.near the airstrip resulting. in light damage to the
strip. No friendly casualties, ' '

221837 Dec: Kontum‘AAF_redéived nineteeh rounds of* 122mm rockets rosult-
ing in 4 friendly WIA (RF), 4 01 aireraft demaged and.one aireraft revets

-ment damaged, Enemy casualties were unknown,

081843 Jan: ‘Kontum Airfieid‘receiied‘10 rbunds of‘122mm.rockets rosult-
ing in negative casualtios or damage.

152330 Jan: 4 524 Security Detachment patrol recelved approximately 15
rounds of small arms fire which resulted in negatlve friendly casunlties.
Fire was returnod and area wes swept and fresh blood and AK-47 shell
casings were found, Eneriy casualtles were unknown,

171200 Jan:  179th fvn Go‘hﬁd ong CH~47 shot-down and destroyed by B-40
rocket nt AS 798118, 23km north of Kontum. No friondly casualties,

21430 Jan: 179th.Avn Co had two alreraft recelve minor demege from one
round of 60mm mortar while supporting 42d ARVN,

221615 Jan: Twenty kilometers north of Kentum, an insertion slick of the
170th carrying a IRP was"hit with one B-40 rocket round while on the LZ.
Casualties wore 7 US WIA'and 1 Kit Garson Scout WIA, Adrcraft rocelved
moderate damege and was eéxtracted by CH-47 aireraft. An extraction slick
from same unit receilved ground fire with no damage.
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of 524 Combet Aviation Battalion For Period
+Inding 31 Januery 1969, ROS OSFGR~65 (B~1). (U).

(2)- Moyement. Recently captured doctments and eontacts give evide
ence that thé 24th NVA Rogt has returned to Ploiku Provinco.in the N/,
border area.  On the Ecst side of the province ‘there are indications that
tho 5th Bn, 95B NV4: Rogt hes. moved,  from its base arca in Biph Dinh Pro-
vince, into VC Valley with an estimated strength of 400 men,

"(3)  Now Units, Thore have been no confirmed reports of new units. -

) TR

in thé Kontws/Pleiku Provinces in the lost three months,

_ #(4) " Now Weapons,: During the reporting period there was an’ incroase
in the sightings of unidentified rotary wing aircraft. There wope’ two
~tentatdve . identifications made of the alreraft; ono was identifiod as

a Russlan K-8 (HOG), ad the other one was identified as a Czech trainer
model HC2, ' S - -

(5) Situation, -

- (a) Kontwa: The 40th Arty Gp is still located in tho Tri-Bordor
aroa epmroximately 50 km MW of Kontum City. :The K-~30 Bn/40th Regt is
north of Poled Klong, 20 km W of Kontum, The K-32 Bn/40th Regt is SW of
Ben Het operating in conjumetion with the 101st NVA Regt located W of .
Dok Seanz.  The 406th Sapper Bn is presumed to bo NE of Kontum City and
the 28th Supper Bn 20 km SWof Kontum City, = . . o

(b) Plolla: The .408th Sepper Bn is locatoed approximately 15-20 km
NE of Pleiku City, The 24th NVA Rogt .is prosumed o heve returnod to
the NW. border arca of the provinse. Tho 304th LF Bn is approximately 25
km West of Plei Mrong and 8 km North of Plei Djorong, Tho K-31 Bn/A0th
Regt is along HWY 14, 29 lm North of Pleiku and the H-15 LF Bn is along
HWY 19, approximately 10 lam east of Due Go, ~ = _ : S

-

(6) Capabilitics.

- (2) Kontun Province: The entmy has the capability to conduct ground
attacks against US/Allied bases in the vieindty of Dak Seang, Ben Het,
and Dek To with up to multi-battalion strength, supported by RR, morter,
rocket and ertillery fire, He can also conduct stand-off and sapper at-
tacks against Kontum City and interdiet highweys QL- 14N, 512 .ard other
major friendly lines of cémminications. : -

(b) Pleiku Provinces: "The onemy has the capability to selectively
attack Due Co,'Plei Djereng, Ploi Mrong or Plei Mé CIDG Camps and Edap
Enong, Thanh 4n and leTrung villages. Ho can conduct stand-off and
scpper attacks agninst Plodku City and Allied instellations along highe
ways {IL 190 cnd QL 14N ond interdict. Highucys 509, 1L 6C, 437, TL "7C and
LTL 7B with a company size VC olement, employing smgll arms, automatic.
woapons, recoilless rifle, rocket and mortar fire, as well as mines and
anti-tank grenades. ' '

(7) Miscellaneous.
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 BUBIECT: Operational Report of 524 Combat Aviation Battalion For Parlod
: Ending 31 Jenuary 1969, RGS GSFOR-65 (B=1) (v).

Durlng the reporting period six high intenslty ground fire area ro-

" ports were declared and passed out to the units of the battalion, The
following sreas were reported: (a) Y4 9468, (b) YD 2408, (c) YU 24,9301
ithin a redius of 2,5 MM, (d) BR 773738 within o redius of 2.5 M, (o)
YA 8525 and (f) ¥A 658259 within a radius of 2s5 M, Two VC/NVA woapons
Informgtion sheets wero distributed to the battalion units during the
past quarter, One of the informatlonnl sheets was on the 140m rocket
which gave a general description of the woapon and general charcctore .
istics of 1t, Another informetional sheet was distributed which dog~
oribed the RPG~7 Rocket Launcher, This informatienal sheet gave the
generel characterestics of the weapon, the goneral functioning of the
weapon, the penetrating power of the weapon, the employment of the rocket
lovncher gg an antlaireraft weapon and how to protect bunkers and emplace~

.ments from the weapon, S

de (C) Operationsg,

(1) During this roporting period, the 52d Combat Aviation Battalion

. 8upported combat, combat support and pacification operations throughout
the II Corps Tactical Zone, Priority mission during the quarter was to

- provide eviation support to the US 4th Infantry Division in Kontum, Pleikn
ancd Darlac Provinces, - Two UH~1 airmobile compenies, one CH-47 medium
heldAopter company ang a platoon of CH-5/4 ol roraft provided this support
for 92 days, . Omega operatlons wers supported by one assault helicopter

inator, CORDS, MACV, 5th Special Forces Group, the ARVN 24th Special
Tactical Zone, II Corps Hqm, and IFFV Artillery unltg in the Pleiku-in
Kho area. Six 524 C.B Ui-1H ‘alrcraft, OPCON 268th Combat Aviation Bate
talion, supported the Capltol ROK Infentry Division (CRID), 418t Artiliery
Group end othor Free World Military Assistance Forces (FWMAF) in the
central coastlands for 62 days. Both the 119th and 189th Aviation Come
‘Panies provided aireraft and personnel for these missions, While per-
forming Combat Assault,_Combat-Resupply, Medical Evacuntlon; Reconnals—
ance,. Fire Support, Command and Control, Iiaison, Logistics and Admine
1strative missions, the FLYING DRAGONS flow over 31,000 hours during this
period, including 13,457 hours of Combat Assault. Misslon accomplishment.
has been satisfuctory,-however operationa have been hampered by lack of
experienced aviators and other feetors included in this report. Misutil-
ization of aireraft alloeations is st11l oncounterod frequently, ed
flying hour progroms are exceedod to overcomo ploning deficiencies of-
the supported units (US and ARVN), Mony times supported units continue
- to request additional aviaticn support (which 1s not availeble due to
mrevious cormitments) to accomplish operations planned beyond sllocated
or avallable aviatlen assets;. ‘Some wnits continue to use unimproved
landing or plek up zones for platoon gnd company slze operations, reducing
the 1if% capability of the airecraft and causing blade strikes and sheot
. motal damoge incidents to supporting aireraft. ' '

(2) in inoroasing mumber of missions roquire single ship support,
(PN I
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" AVGD-CC (10 February 1969) - -

SUBJECT: Opoerational Report of 52d Combat dviation Battalion For Poriod
-' Ending 31’ Jenuary 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R~1) (1), :

thorefors proficiency in formation flight, platoon sizo alrlift and Adr-
mobils Task Force  Operatiotis hds been declining. Training enroute to
and returning from assigned missions 1s standard practioo, but flexible
support requirements preclude ragularly schoduled flight platoon train-
inﬁ. Several significant excoptions to these routine missions were ag
follows: - : :

f .16 Nov 68: 189th Avﬁ Co lifted an eight company Combat Assault near
Due Co in western Pleiku Province, L '

18 Nov 68: 189th Awn‘Gé‘extrQCted five comﬁaniésufTOm Duc Co AO,

20 Nov 68: 189th Avn Co inserted gix companies into positions in
Plaikn Provincs, i : _

24, Dec 68t 57th, 170th, end 189th Avn Go air assaulted two US bate
talions into VC valley, 40 km ESE of Pleilm, '

13 Jon 691 170 Avn Co, with eight UE-TH afroraft, moved 519 troops
during a Combat Asseult conducted by the ARVN 24thH - Special Tacticel Zone
in Kontum Province, ' ‘ . ' L

15 Jan 69: 170th Avn Co supported a Sth SPGp/CIDG Combet Assault in
NE Pleiku Province, lifting 136 troops with five Ub-1H helicopters,

(3)  Medium helicopter suoport requirements during this quarter have
beon heavy, requiring CH-47 Chinooks to oxcoed the DA and USARY Llying
heur level ostoblished for maintenance support and roplacement spere
perts, The 179th Assalt Support Helicopter Company flew over 3500 hours
durdng the quarter,’ averaging 1173 hours per month., Other 17th CAG CH~47
Chinooks flew an additional 284 hours supporting FUMAF in the 524 CAB 20,
5th US Specinl Foreés Group, IFFV Artillery, 937th Enginecers and other
units huve been supported while enroute to 4th Divislon Bases, offectively

reducing non-productive flight time for both CH-47 md CH-54 aircraft,

Alr items and rigging equipment encountered by both: cargo heldcopter:: -
companies are often .gubstendard, causing o considerable amount of dropped

loads due to faulty or out-of-date slings or straps which break 4n flight. o

Severel alreraft heve received demege to rotor bladee and engines from
unseeured personal; - equipmont, Clags II or IV .supplies and supplies and
other debris .in eloge rroximity to plck up and lending zones, Dust
suprossion programs have been initistod by supported unite and are mon-
ltored by air mission commanders end Lidison Officers from this bettalion,

(4) Increesed aviation support has been allocated. to. ARVN unite dur-~
ing the last month of this quarter. Iielson Officers from.the 524 CAB
to the Senior US Advisor heave advised and tradned the supported units in
the use of both utility and cargo helicopters in expsnded operstions. In
coordination with the Senior Advisor, bi-lingual lectures, demonstretions,
fact sheots =nd planning guldes have been presonted to ARVN Commandors,
staff and trocps. The placement of one Chinook-qualified LNO and one
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SUBJECT:  Operational Report of 524 Combat Aviation.B&ttalion'For Poriod
Ending 31 January 1969, RCS USFR-65 (R-1) (U).

Ul~T—qualified INO at the regimental headquarters has improved relatione,
support ad safety during ARVN cperations requiring US Army Aviation
support, The USARV 1968 HANDBOOK FOR CH-.7 %GHINOOK) UTTILIZATION AND
EMPLOYMENT IN VIETNAM has been of groat value in preparing briefings and
planning artillery moves, ' . :

(5) The 3615t Avn Co' (Escort) AH-1G. Cobras have provided daily sup-
port to the OGmoga clandestine operatlons as well as providing cerial fire
Support to troops in contaet (US 4th Inf Div, 5th Speclal Forces units,
ARVN 24th STZ and Reglonal Forces); in defense of Allisd installations,
drfields and outposts; and- aerial escort and reconnaisance for rond con-
voys, oir assaults, Long Range Reconnaisance Patrols. (IRRP) and morial
MediCQ; Evacuation operations, The speed and varled ermament capability
of the Cobre has allowed this unit to reinforce other armed helicopter:
operations over a large arsa from e central base location, The AH-1G
hes proven rellsble for both day and night fire support. - '

(6) Armed Helicopter- turn-around +ime has been reduced and safety
factors dncreased by the construction of a battallon arming point separate
from the alrficld runwey, The improved surfaco area hag a landing/take
off lane and four revettod-arming pads aligned into prevailing winds and
away from cantonment arecs, This centralized location, which 1s separated
from other aircraft rovetments and POL areas, allows better ammunition
gtorage and accountability, consolidated reerming personnel, and immed-
‘iate armament repairs with minimum ground erows.

(7) Pathfinder support wns incrossod throughout the quertor. 52d
Pathfindors estoblished alr traffic control on fire support bages, pro-
vided rigging and hook up a#sistence, coordinated US, ARVN and CID® Come
bat Assault loeding and rapelled into selected areas to improve landing
zoneg, . = : : : T
(8) The 52d Security Detachment continues to provide observation,
illumination and fire support on the porimeter of Camp Holloway, conducts
patrols and ambush operetions in the Camp Hollowny Defense AQ and maine
teins a small force at Kontum Alrfield to support the 57th Avn Co come—
pound defenses, - ' S ' : '

. (9) Tne Ares Movement Control Center (4MCC) continues to provide
flight following, comminications rolay and limited flight consolidation
services, but cannot funetion as desired beeause of sole user alrcraft
allocations approved by higher headquarters. MCC does provide standhy
passenger and cargd transpertation to loeal units and activities within
the A0, and is a most effective Search, Rescue and Recovery Control Center,

"~ es (C) Irpining. On‘the job training (0JT) -continues to be the
primary method of instruction .for battalion personnol in all MOS fields,
Individual training is conducted by mits as required by 350 series dire
ectives, Aviator troining end flight standardization are included in
paragraph 1 1 of this report,

. 8
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SUBJECT: Operationael Report of 52d Combot Aviation Battalion For Period
Ending 31 Jenuary 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R=1) (U),
self operating busis, ' |
“ge (0) Alpéraft Maintenenco.
- (1) Maintenance officiency throughout the querter was hampéred by
~continued diffioulty in obtaining EDP.items, The Tech Supply Warrant
Officer added to the -Battalion Maintenance section has assisted units
by establishing the correct ASL, providing inter-unit coordinction and
ggting as inter-battalion liaison to locate and obtain eritically needed
. parts, Bven with this‘additional pffort and continued command ettention,
lack of replecement parts combined with slow delivery time hes caused ox-
ceszlve down time on battalion aircraft. EDP replacement items arrive

an-avera%e of 12-14 days cfier requisition submission. -Some units are
at zero 0)‘balance on 15-20% of the ASL, because of these delays.

(2) - Mroraft Stotiost fH<1G UH-1D UH~1C UH-1H CH-478 U=64
 iveraft Authorized - 12 2 . 32 92 16 1

v

“Total Areraft Assighed 11 2 8 78 141

1

| ivetlebility Rate (8)° 66,7 59 T U 668 T1.5
EM Rate (8) 0 147 335 18,6 L2004 Rhet 15

(3) Afrcraft Availability, Flying Hours end other data are shown in
Inclostive 5 to this report,: - g

h. . (U) Agcident Prevention.

(1) The 52d Combzt Aviotion Battolion experionced (10) sceldents
during the quarter, with most of them occuring lete in the period, The
following 1s a summzry of the (soovrrences during this period:

(a) 1 November 1968:- 170th Avn Co, UH~1H, #66-16110, Mcjor Accident.
The aircraft made a normal take off, and at 200 feet and 55 knots the
test pllot heerd a loud "POPM" from the tranemission area followed by loss
of directional control, - The eircraft made a 270 degree right turn, then
hit the ground on the forward portion of the left skild and rolled on left
side, CAUSE-Mochanidal failure of the tall rotor drive quill,

(b) 13 November 1968: -361st Avn Co (Escort), AH~1G, #67-15628, Major
Accldent, Adrcraft Comuander experienced loss of directional control
while the aircraft was in the revetment. While control was lost the air-
craft tall rotor contacted o' 55 gallon bearrel which was part of the revet-
ment, CAUSE -~ Aireraft Commander failed to evaluaste and promptly over
come loss of directional control, '

TR
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of 52d Combat Aviation Battalion For Period
Ending 31 Jmuary 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R-1) (U).

(c¢) 13 November 1968: 170th fwn Co, WH-1H, #67-17253, Major Ac~
cident. While on take off from LZ the right skid of the aircraft caught
on & stump causing the sircraft to roll to the right and come to rest
inverted., CAUSE - Pilot falled to use proper take off procedurcs,

(a) 20 November 1968: HHD, UH-1H, #66~16175, Major Accident, While
flying 80~-85 knots over jungle torrain, alreraft experienced complete loss
of anti-torque control and began to turn to the right, A4ircraft would
not streamline and continued right turns, completing approximately five
revolutions, The aireraft commander entered autorotation, The aircraft
was not turning when it settled in a smail clearing, CAUSE - Material
follure of number 2 tail rotor drive shaft hanger bearing, . |

(e) 16 December 1968: 189th 4w Co, UH-1H, #66-15153, Major
Accldent, While at & 1! hover over a cement pad prior to landing, the
alreraft started a turn to the right, With full left podel sdpplied the
adreraft continued to turn for 90 degrees before a hovering autorotation
was attempted.. The aircraft hit the pad, bounced into the eir end rolled
over, coming to rest inverted, CAUSE - Fallure of flex coupling in tail
rotor drive shaft, = = . ", : :

(£) 30 December 1968: 57th Avn Co, UH=1H, #66~15079, Major Accident.
The dreraft commander experienced fallure of search light and landing
light during lift-off, The ship went IFR due to dust and darkness and
before visual reference could bo regained the aircraft crashed outelde
the revetment aren, The darkness and tho extreme dust combined to make
tho aircraft IFR when the lights were lost, CAUSE - Ioss of visual
reference, . : _ :

(g) 31 December 1968: 170th &vn Co, UH-10," #66~15235, Major hccidents
While taking off on a tost flight, elrcraft had a domplete englne failurs,'
in entorotatlon was immediately initleted, but due to the flight path be-
ing direetly over a POL storage area, pitch had to be prematurely oulled
to avold contect with large fuel bladders and surrounding berms., SAUSEs
Engine Failure o ) :

(h) 14 Jenuary 1969: 119th 4vn Co, UH-1H, #67-18573, Major Accident.
The aireraft made approach and terminated st high hover over LZ, L2 was
a new and incomplete single ship LZ requiring a vertical descent termine-
etlng at a hover, Ground had not been clesred, proventing touch down,
Pilot wns monitoring guages, and was eleared for descent by crew, Weight
shifted and pilot reported RPM bloeding off. Adrcraft settled into ground
from an altltude of approximately 10 feet., CAUSE - Pilot falled to main-
tain control of the aircraft. ‘ )

(1) 19 Jonuary 1969: 170th Avn Co, UH-1H, #67-17452, Major Ac-
cident, Adrcraft was on o left down wind apprgach at approximately 150t
to 200" AGL, at 60 knots, an engine faillure occured and e sutorotetive
decent termineted with a hard landing. CAUSE -~ Engine Fallure

1%
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of 52d Combat Avigtion Battalion For Peried
Ending 31 January 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R-1) (U)

(J) 20 Jenuery 1969: 119th vn Co, UH-1C, #66-9431, Major Accident.
Mreraft experienced a dual hydrauliec failure, while passing through
translational 11ft, control wag lost, and the alrcraft hit the ground and
rolled on its right side. CAUSE - Tailure of number one and two hydraulioc
syatems, S . o

(2) Experience Chart; * Aviation Company (AML) consisting .of 16
Officers and 47 Warrant Officers. Only one officer (Commanding Officer)
is on his second tour ‘and one officer has extended, No Warrant Officers
are on second tour assignments, S ' : '

&« Months in—Couﬁtnyfj S -+ Average -
-f Officers: - o o ’ 6,69

Warrant Officers : o ) 4,08

Officers four months or less in country =~ . 6 . .

Warrant Officers four.months or less in*country <30

b. 'Average'Flyinngburs o = O Under: 200 Hours _
‘Officers o 409.0' C L 7 - |
. Warrant Officers 242.2. . B 26 -
Company L RB4.T : S 330,

- (3) Dusty areas at Kontim and Holloway AAF continue to be peneprimed
to reduce hazardous conditions such as caused one major accident this
past period. o o

(4) Monthly Flight Safety meetings have been hold by all wnits, with
the Battalion Aseident Prevention Officer, Flight Surgeon, Unit Commander
and others actively participating in these open discussions with unit
aviators, : ' S .

i, (C) Flight Standardizetion.

(1) The. Battalion Standerdizetion Officer flew 221 hours qualifying
new instructor pllots, ‘administering 90 day standardization rides, alr-
oraft commander check rides, and in-country orientation rides for newly
assigned aviators. All flight. time was accumiloted sinece 18 November 1968,
when the present Battallon.Standardization Officer assumed his duties,

(2) Lack of tfaining aircraft,-espeéially UH-ﬂC.modeis, has reduced
tho amount of training oconducted by all instructor pilots,

(3) Rotation of instructor pilots, to include the Battalion Stand-
ardization Officer, cresated a situation which left much to be desired in
the field of aviator tralning, This situation has beon improved, largely
dus to asslstance by the 17th CAG Standardization Section., At the end of -
this reporting pefiod, the battalion has 21 stendardizetion and instructor
pilots, with at least one instructoer pilot per mit qualified In all

15
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of 52d Combat Aviation Battalion For Period
Ending 31 Januery 1969, RCS. CSFOR-65 (R=1) (U),

agalgned gifcraft.

(4) Two aviators have attonded the 1s% Avn Bde Inptructor Pilot
course, in-country. Several other TP applicants, selected as best gQuale
ified in their wits, have been rejected by the Brigade Standardization
section because they do not meet the prerequisites established for in~
structor pilot training, C 2

(5) Instrument and hooded flight training has decreased during this
querter, following shutdown of the Holloway GCA Facility and the increased
flying time required by assigned missions, There was no Rotary Wing Inm
strument Exeminer aviilable to renew instrument ratings until the final
week of January 1949, Baaic.instruments,‘ADF procedures, use of the trans-
ponder and a Ground Controlled Approach are all included in aviators!
initlal in-country orientation flight, but instrument proficisncy within
the battalion continues to wane, - :

(6) Aerdel gumery proficiency was developed by utilizing gunnery
instructor pilots and Inexperienced aviators to test fire weapons systems
after maintenance performed, A continuing need for armed helicopter
pilots has required aviators with minimum training to obtain most of their
Instruction from the aircraft commander on combat missions rather than
an elaborate instructor/%raining environment, Current prerequisites for
armed helicopter pilots are'not compatable with the exlsting experience
level of our assigned aviators. - :

Jo (C) Orgenization,

(1) On 22 Nov 68, the 524 Security Detachment end the 68th Inf Dotache
ment (Radar) were released from attachment to Headquerters and Headquarters
Detachment, reverting to control of the 524 Security Detachment,

(2) On 2 Dec 68, the.154th Medical Detachment, & new unit,JWQS'at—
tached to the 57th Assault Helicopter Company, Kontum, RVN.:

(3) On 21 Jan 69, the 52d Combat Aviation reorgaﬁized‘undér the : pro-
visions of USARPAC GO 771, dated 22 Nov 68, Battalion units affected and
current MTOE are-showﬁ below, - _

(2) 57th AHC: Redesignated 57th Aviation Co (Afrmobile) MIOE 1-077G.
- 615th TC Det: - deactivated e
+ 8824 Sig Dot:  deactivatod

(b) 119th AHC: Rodesignated 179th Aviation Co (Afrmobile) MIOE 1-077G.
245th TC Det: deactivated o -
70th Sig Det: -deactivated _ :

(¢) 170th AHC: Redesighated 170th Aviation Co {&rmobile) MTOE 1-077Gs
405th TC Dets desctivated -
448th Sig Det: denctivated

o . 16
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SUBJECT: . Operational Report of 52d Combat Aviation Battalion For Peried
' Ending 31,Jhnuaryf1969,'RGS GSFOB—&S'(R~1)r(U),

(d) 179th ASHC: 'Redesignated 179th Avistion Co (Medium Helicopter)
MTOE 1-258G, : S o R :
..402d TC Dot: deactivatgd

(o) 189th AHC: . Redesignated .189th Aviation Co (ALrmobile) MTOR
1=077G. - S ' S S ‘
604th TC Det: denctivated

6th 8ig Det: - deactivated:

25éf) Headquarters énd ﬂeadquartera Detachment: - Raorganized MTGE
= G, ' o e ) C

(4) The.Post Headquarters seetion continues to support tenrnt units
of Camp Hollowny. Alrfield. Operations, Base’ Defense), Post Development,
Ropair Utility-services, Post Exchange, Special Services and Lew and -
Order Activities are-codrdinated:and.éupervised by the.Deputy Post Come
mander (344 ‘ASD C0), assisted by a Post Engineer (0-2), Speclal Services
Officer (WL1),.three enlisted assistants ang two civillan employees, Pro-
Jocts accomplished during the querter include the oponing of the Camp
Holloway Swimming Pool, construction of the Battslion Arming Point, pene-

‘priming of POL, maintenance snd eireraft perking erecs, and consolidation

of ths civilian employee fiIe~sygtem;

(5) The tenant population of Camp Holloway wns increcsed during the
quarter. The USAF 20thrSpecial‘0perations Squadron errived on station in
January with ning UH~1F elreraft, airerews and .support slements closing
at Holloway AAF on 18 Jan 69, This 42 man unlt is also provided aseigte

ance by Post Headquarters,‘as well as by the 524 CAB.
ke (U) Other. '
(1) - Cheploin,

(a) During the quarter;-protestant services were conducted by the
Battalion Chaplainjin both the battelion chapel and the 604th TC theater.
Cathollc services wore conducted by the Pleikm Sub 4Area Command Chaplain.
Religious services for the 57th AHC were conducted by the MACV Protestont
Chaplain and the ARVN Catholic Chaplain stationed in Kontum Clty.

(b) Civic action projects include distribution of over 200 casos of
surplus vegetables and canned goods. ' Ten cases of clsssroom chalk and
fifteen boxes of clothing wery distributed to various schools' and orphang
in tho erea. Six spdcial offorings, toteling $452.40, were designated to
local orphanges and the .CMA leprosarium in Fleiku, An additional $300 was
donated to the American Bible Society by the Chaplaing! Fumd.

(2) - Surgeon.

(a) During the quarter, frequent unannounced tfnining exorcise g wore
conducted for hattalion medlcs, emphasizing the field of mass and

| 17 o
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52D COMBAT AVIATION BATTALION ORGANIZATIONAL CHART

] S i -y = i'
e S N N
| HQ&mQ 57th 119th |- |  170th
DET AC {aML) AC (aML) AC (AML}
L L ) | (o) | o
e e e e S A
— e | o
y . | [ B
voe s - _-___"W: - ' T " & .
2186 | 1sutm | | | o4th | ysstn |
ASD . | MED DET { | MED DETJ . MED DET
! B | L P
(ATTACHED) - c ,
|
| ; ' T ]
LIV B ! SRS e W
52D | 179th ¢ .} .1 189m _ | 361t
SEG DET AC (mH) ! ’ AC (AML) AC (E)
B | (CH-47) : | {Ut1) _(ap-16) |
S 5l ) | -
- . e e ]
| i [
 esth B Au4th | | 3sstm | } 665th | 6216t |
ROR DET | | Tasp ¢ l 10 (HI-I; | | wmr SIG IET
—— P (e T ]
(ATTACHED) " {GFCoN)
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ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE AND STATION LIST

Qg

524 Cbt Avn Bn
UFLYING DRAGONS!

Hgq & Hg Det

524 Sec Dst
68th Rdr Det

57th Avn Co (AML)

"GLADIATORSY
154th Med Det
321st ASD

119th Avn Co (J‘-l_l.'ﬂa)
"ALLIGATORS"
- 94th Med Dot -

170th Avn Co (AML)
UBIKINIS"
755tk Med Det

179&1 Avn Co (Med Hel)

" SERTMPBOATS"

189th Avn Co (AML)
"GHOSTRITERS®

3618t Avn Co (Egcort)
WPINK PANTHERSH
665th TC Det
6215t Sig Dot

18t” Plt 355th A Co
"WORKFORSE" (OPCON)

- COj \u—‘rDz:/\/ TAL

" Tnel 1

COMANDER

LIC Richard L. Stoessner Camp Hollowey,

CPT Daryl R, Cagle

ELT..Victor L, Coulter
None Authordzed)

MAJ Robert M, Williams
CPT John B, Hermah

MAJ ‘Jackson K, Schultz

MAJ Kenneth R, Cary

. CPT Curtice T, Martin

MAJ Doncld 4, Roberts -
CPT Joseph F, Homann
MAJ Donald E, Holroyd

MAT Robert N, Morrison
MAJ _Rr:)bert J+ Rodgers

éVaﬁqan‘b)
None Authorized) .

CPT David E, Sullivan

" Page 2 of 2 Pages

Pleiku, RVN

52D CaB CRLL
LOCATION ARQ
96318
Pleilu, -RVN
Cemp Holloway 96318
Camp Hollowey 94318
City Airfield, 96499
Kontum, RVN
Cemp Holloway, - 96318
Plelku, RVN
Camp Holloway, 96318
Pleiku, RVN
Camp Holloway, 96318
Pleiku, RVN
Camp Holloway, 96318
Pleiku, RVN o
Camp Hollowey, 96318
Pleiku, RVN
Camp Holloway, ' 96318
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SCALE

QUANG TIN Provinee . 131,000,000

—— PR
[ BT T T

KONTUM Frovines j
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Dok Pelk QUANG NGAT

Provines
Dak Scang | I~ia=.ng. Blﬁc\\ o ;
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REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM
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Kontun
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, Hong Suol Doi
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» Pleiku 477
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52D G.AB ORLL

UI\}'IT STREN_GTH AS OF 31 JJ‘.I\TU.ARY 1969

1. (C) Mi;iggxx'

C)
O

me __rx

52d Secty Det 1
68th Rdr Det 0
57th AC (AML) 19
1

9

1

9

P

- 154th Med. Det .
119th &C (4AML) 1
94th Med Det 1
170th «C (AML) 1
775th Med Det 1
179th AC (Med Hel) 15
189th 0 (AML) © 19
3618t 4C (E) - 716. _
621st Sig Det © 0
665th ¢ Det - 1 |

h
- O

P N, 4

s
?EE N

I

e 1qg
157 119
19 “1d
29 o8
8 5
2@9 19
8
..;919 198 0
228 206
219 - 203
80 63

: 5
57~; oe

269
289 .

2199

6..
2

5,313 CAB INERSE f’!'12" R4

2 (o) * Qim_qa

WIro . Am A

524 HED

57th AC (AML)
119th A4C (AML)
1706H AC - (AML)
179th AC (Med Hel)

189th A6 (AML)
361st. 4G (E)

oo o-do Q.0

7 1528 AT

486 AUTH

3 NAT

906 -

doooo0oo
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5zn 4B ORLL
@PERATIONAL RESULTS 48 OF 31 JANUARY 1969
1. (C) Results.
CARGO
SORTIES TROOPS LIFTED ENEMY STRUCTURS®  SAMPANS
UNIT FIOWN  LIFIED (foNg) KB DA, DEST  DAM DEST
57th AC (AML) 29,939 38,950 s 66 45 133 1
119th AC (ML) 18,969 23,247 450 1 5
170th AC (AML) 17,909 32,287 595
479th AC (MH) 11;..021 27461 27,729
189th £C (AML) 27,144 10,740 262 55 1 4
361st 46 (B) 2,318 18 59 10 10
52D CAB 107,800 132,691 30,190 173 56 148 | 1 4
2. (C) L@ﬁg@g.
. | | o ATRORAFT LOST AIRCRAFT DAMAGED
spn A6 (ML) UB-1H 2
119th G (AML) ,. UB-1H 2 UB-~1H 1
roth 6 (ML) 10 2 10 2
179tn 4C QO CE-47A 1. CH~474 3
189th 4C (AM.) - UB~1H 1 UE-~1H A
361st AC (E) L AB~1C 2 AB-1G 2
52D CAB , % - 1
Inel 4
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ATRCRAPT AT TEN.CE
3¢ (U) Recapitulation of Flying lours,
TYPE UNIT . MONTH  AVG NO  HOURS  AVG ERS % DA
' . ONAND FLOWN  PER A/C  PROGRAM
UH-1C 57th AC' Nogj. 8,0 538 67.3 116%
- Dee 8,0 463 57.8 99%
119th AC Nov 740 350 50,0 86% .
Des 745 419 55.8  96%
Jan T8 485 G2l 107%
170tk AC - Nov 5.3 248 4546 79%
- Ded 6ol N 57.8 99%
day. 7,1 5 76,9 133%
189th AC  Noy = 8,0 LT 598 102%
Deo 8,0 442 55.2 95%
. Jan 8.0 491 61.3 106%
52nd CAB Nov 2843 1577 5547 06%
.ot Dee 28.9. 1551 6546 95%
_ — 29,7 1948 65,6 1
UHE-18 “5%%h'AC Nov 1843 1938 105.5 142
Dee 1840 2393 132,9 179%
Jan 1841 2251 12403 168%
119th 4C  Nov 18,6 1679 90,3 122%
Doo 18.9 1551 83.3 113%
Jan 1848 1868 9223 134% .
170th AC  Nov 176 " 1743 99,1 133% :
‘ Dec 1845 2059 11142 150%
Jan  ___ 18.7 2036, . 108,7 147%
189th AC  Nov 1942 1542 80,3 109% *
| Dec 186 2153 11045 149%
Jan 193 1892 98&.______123&__________
52nd CAB  Nov . 73,7 6902 93.6 126%
"~ Dec 3.7 : gglzs 110,6 149%
Jan /X, 7 1074 1 -
TG 36131; AC{E)Nov 1148 723 6143 88
Dee 10,4 664, '6232 9;%
Jan 1045 574, 54 vi
A 179th 5 Nov 14,69 1020 6843 112%
Do 15,0 1213 80,8 135%
Jen o kb 1131 7705 129%
% DA Flying Hour Progran’ per aireraft is ad follows:
» ,
~1C UH=18 AR-1G CHE=4TA
5 -I?I-r-s 74 Hrs 70 Hrs 60. Hrs
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52D CAiB ORLI.
Adreraft Ma:in't.enar‘:cea

1. (C) 4dreraft Status (futhorized/On Hend) us of 31 Jamary 1969

WL UBedC  DHedR  UB=lH Al QHe7  DeBd
CSTthAC (AML) g/ o R3/20

199t AC (AL) 8 2/

Cmotndo BTy efs oz
SR Gm gy
189t AC (M) 8/8 23019

Ctes A0 B) o - am 1/

HED N —RL2. } ‘ 1/1

e 520 GAB 32/29 z/:'zj S99 12/ 16/14 1/

2, (C) Aizocapih f:ai:.ab:ﬁ.lity (Deily Avera;ge)

CIEST URITHSGA ﬁTMTDABD_E MOy IEC JAN
UH-~2 Ava.ila.bility 7R | 69.7 4o’ 77.0
- " Mission' Rea.dy N 54,0 58,5 65.8

M 20 2C.0  19.2 1647
.‘ EDP B A 643 6.3
UH-18 °  Availability 75 TR0l ek 76aly
. .ldssion Regdy LN/A 56,7 57,0 66,3
EM - 20 U 21,60 2009 18.6
EDP - s 643 bl 5,0
AB~1G Avedlebility 0 70 0.0 67457 245
- -"];.SS."..OIJ. Rea.du" 'N/A Lo 53.5 59.0 63.0
_oEm .20 13,0 14.6 14.8
. e ST 100 7,07 17,9 1R47
 CHedi - vallabilit C65 65,3 687 66,5
' - Mipsion Roady U N/A 5601, "57.0 7 62,0
T F"‘ 25 - 28,0 22,8 21,4
10 ‘ 6gf 815 17,9
Incl : - o 2.'P'<;::'<‘e:-'i
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