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Double-
Header 

Airlllobile 
Operations 

In Vietnalll 
WO Bruce p, Mauldin 

ARMY AVIATION in Vietnam has seen many 

big changes. The 52d Aviation Battalion, sup­

)orting the ARVN II Corps in Vietnam's rugged 

:entral highlands, has brought into operational use 

1 conce-pt of airmobile operatioI)s which promises 

to be highly effective. 
One of the major problems encountered in air· 

mobile operations in the mountains and jungles of 

II Corps is that, due to excellent cover and conceal· 

ment afforded by the dense jungle, the Viet Cong 

can often retreat unseen from a tactical zone while 

the assault force is just beginning to land. Noting 

this, as well as the fact tha t the enemy usually re­

treated along a known or easily predictable route, 

the 52d sought a method of turning these retreats 

into ARVN's advantage, ' 

AIr. Mauldin is now attendinj~ the Helicopter In­

strument Flight Course, U. S. Army Aviation School, 

F! Rucker, Ala. 
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[ . S. Sjlecial Forces personnel ha"l.ll' 

:)'uilleri RVN soldiers to near jlerjcctioll 
'(.' ['xcr.:ute "doubleheader" tyjJe 
ofn'ratwns 
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Quicll response to air intelligence is vital to SllCcess 
of doubleheader operations 

Developed by Col Theo C. Mataxis, Senior Amer­
ican advisor to II Corps, the "l\1ataxis Double­
header" concept is based on the fact that Special 
Forces A Teams have established bases each con­
sisting of several rugged strike force 'companies, 
along a line which runs generally north and south 
near the western border of Vietnam, Two adJacent 
c~mps become, involved in a doubleheader opera­
tlOn, Theoretlcally, bases of operation could be 
:stablishecl near e~ch other specifically for conduct­
mg s~ch an operatIOn, but the Special Forces camps 
prov~de a ready-made. pickup point, emergency 
landmg area, and readIly available, source of rein­
forcements should they become necessary, 

The concept behind this type operation is to 
"squeeze" the enemy force between two friendly 
forces, This is not a new concept, except that in 
past operations of this nature, usually conducted 
wholly by ground transport, the VC have proved 

.• Special Forces A teams have trained men readily available 
for action at predesignated points 

-.. -~'-, }j , 

Let an airliJ'ted AR VN fore!; dr'Ji,)tiLe i 

then later in. thedaJ when .the e 

second force in their escape path 
highly adept at escaping out the sides of the "sand­
'wich." 
. One solution would be to use four separate 
forces moving toward each other but this would 
involve a fantastic number of t;oops. The basic 
problem was one of mobility. In other. words, the 
ground units could not get into position to begin 
the squeeze quickly enough to prevent the enemy 
from .evaluating the situation and escaping. 

ThIS was when aviation came into the picture. 
:'Vhy not move a force in by air to a primary land­
Ing zone, let the AR VN troops drive the VC: in a 
given direction, then later in the day, when the 
VC are least expecting it, land a second force in 
their escape path and trap them? In this case the 
assault would take on the aspects of an ambush, 
completely taking the VC off guard, and they would 
be forced to fight or surrender. Even if the VC did 
n~t run from the first force, but chose to fight, 
remforcements could be moved in almost immedi­
ately. Thus the "Mataxis Doubleheader" was born. 

In~tial pla~ning involves choosing a primary 
landing zone In a hostile area. The 52d Battalion 
prefers LZs at least large enough for three aircraft, 
but due to terrain limitations and the small num­
ber of .suitable LZs in anyone given area, this is 
often impossible. The LZ is often a river sandbar. 

J\':.) 

The sec~md LZ is chosen in an area usually no 
more than 20 kilometers from the first, preferably 
closer, and 111 the direction in which the Viet Cong 
force is anticipated to move. 

A staging area is chosen. It will usually be an 
imp~ov~d airfield located as nearly equidistant as 
pOSSIble from the. two camps to be used as loading 
areas.. .J,'< 

Early on the morning of the operation, the air­
craft in the airmobile force move from their home 
base to the staging area. Logistics has been taken 
care of, and command, medical, and mess areas are 
established. A lone 0-1 reconnaissance aircraft takes 
off into the dawn. The pilot' will make a last 
weather ch~ck before the operation begins. His 
radio call comes, and soon the entire field is en­
veloped by the high-pitched Whine of the UH-lB' 
turbine engines. Radio check~ are completed, the 
aircraft line up on the runway, and the empty 
copters take off, looking like so many jet-powered 
laelpoles. 
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Long befol'e dawn, a ern·"" brieunp; was conducted 
at home base, so the pilots and crews knuw exactly 
what today's oper;ltion will entail, yet there is little 
of the usual chatLer over intercoms. This is going 
to be a long, hard day. 

Soon Camp A is ill sight, ,vith its tiny dirt air~ 
strip lined with O\'er 200 troop,~. They probably 
aren't chattering 1:00 much either. These are ;\tfon­
tagnard tribesrncTl trained to ncar perfection by 
U. S. Special For({:s soldiers. They comprise some 
of the toughest fighting units in Vietnam. 

Now we're airborne ,rit11 Ollr I-ig-hling friends on 
hoard. 

The LZ is close now. 'Ne see the VN.-\F righters 
going in on pass after pass, plastering the LZ with 
their heavy fIrepower. Now the armed UH-lBs 
stan their rUIl. Same treatment, differellt weapons, 
a lot slowcr maybe. Bettel' insurallce rig-Ill nnw thall 
Lloyd's of London. 

nc~cencl, land, unload, move out before your 
buddy cats up your tail fotor on the way in. 

Second lift same routine, then hack to the stage­
field to feed those hungry choppers sonH~ .IrA. This 
is where the ground erews really shinc. They can 
do c\'crytbing hut cklnge the enginc in unoer 5 
lllinutes, including patching holes. 

Until !lOW this has been .iust like any other com­
hat assault. Normally we'd already be on our way 
home. But nO\,' we just sit and ,r;lit; 1,100 is a long 
time away. 

Bm it comc:), :11HI we move mil ag:lin. This camp 
h:15 a nice wide rU!lway, hut ,,"c're g,-one ag:lill ,,·jlh 
a load of tro()p.~ [on soon to admire it. Two lift.) 
illto the new 1] CWO' x 100', t() .~j,()OO reet clc\':!­
lion, in I SO- to 2nO-foOl trecs), :-lIH\ then ,,'e head 
hO!llc. 

\'\'hcther or nol the "squeeze" \,'orkh! we '\"Oll't 

kilO,,· ulltil later, hut ,ve do kIlO\'· that we'ye given 
it a fighting chance wilh a bunch of helicoptcrs, 
untold hours of planning, and a little sweat. \Vh;~l 
we have dOlle is conduct two airlanded a.~~au1ts 
into t\\·o ,~cp;ll"atc :Ireas, employillg troops from t\\'O" 

separate strike force camps. \Vc h;1\'(' done this [or 
the price of one operations order, Ol1e stagefield, 
and Olle logistical effort. 

Thi" is what the textbooks w()ldd p)"()bably ('(tll 
"maximum lise of U. S. Army ,\\"iatjoll in the tac­
tical wne." Or sOlllething like that. ~j 
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At 07}0 an airmobile force is lifted into an. Mea to the west 
oi tire r'C force, and immcdiatdy /(/l1es action to 
force the Fe company to the east. Trw T'e, ill this case, 
)/J/il their force as II diversion. 
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.·11)(n'1': "fhe ART'S j01"ce has sjuelld to Ih1"l~e jJla{()ow 011 

lille, (ll1ri (OIl/jUlIC,1 Ii fast castward march. Fly noon 
tilC ('e have gC11I.'rld!), regrou.j)c11, find m·e lllUliing slow!y 
II;/'ay (mill the AN VN force. 

1II'inu' . . -/1 I-IO() Ihl' .I(·umd lIillllnfJik j01"Ct: i'i airlif/t:d into 
/11(, fe/I·CIII /)(1111 0rllil' ('C, IIlId ilHIIII'llialeiy sjnc(lds 
II) flrlll/; Ihe /'C lMel'. Ail/llo/!ile force A aiso /;(;gill.l' closing 
ill Oil /II" (/rlllll.1 111/(1 /11(' I'C (/0: Ila/i/Jed. 
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