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UNIT HISTORY 

i!~C'~~~~~~~,~~.kfe~ inj§qu'the:ast Asia, the ~: Thailand 
Vietnam, 

for un'lrmed 
elementa of the 
that Army avia-

~':{~:~(.~~il~ Slavich assumed command of 
il UH-1B's armed with 

~';;,'):hi;:~ aii~~!;afi ~~~i:~::~:~'~~ a big improvement 
i~i ~ystem, but an ex· 

Thro,!ghout,1.963 t~e UT'I' w~s'l!sed as a te!lt unit for the Army 
to determme the effect.lv~n~ss of ari!\ed helicop~efS. It was de~on­
strated that arIJled hehcopteteowliiying the tactics and techmques 
developed by the UTT could provIde adequate 'protection for air­
mobile operations against an ~rient force similar to the Viet 
Cong. . 'i.e', " 

~ ~~jti~~ 
I,i., ;'{!,'l 

~~:, .. :-J'::1)~·~ 

I;' .. 
. ~ , 

On 2 January 1963 Sergeant William L. Deal was the first UTT 
man to he fatally wounded, in the heaviest fire fight to that date. 
It was realized that the effectiveness of helicopters against prepared 
positions was limited. . 

The new year also hrought many changes in types of missions. 
In addition to escorting transport helicopters) providing reconnais­
sance, convoy protection, and close support for ARVN ground troops 
became major roles. 

.The company was not always together as a unit. In February 
1963 one platoon was deployed to .upport the U.S. Marines in the 
mountainous region around Da Nang. 

In April 1963 planning and coordination between the UTI and 
ARVN commanders brought about the operation of a concept called 
"Eagle Flight." Because of its success) this type of operation was 
used extensively in the months following. Before the first year of 
combat was completed, 41 Eagle Flights had been conducted. 

In early June armed helicopters were initiated into other com­
panies) and the U'I'T armament section was requested to assist with 
Installation of the weapons and to train personnel. 

On 22 June 1963 Major Robert Reuter assumed command of 
the UTT. Throughout the summer and fall the Viet Cong became 
more bold as more weapons and ammunition fell into its hands. 
Larger units were engaged, and it became evident that the war was 
not being fought against a group of disorganized guerrillas. 

Because of its outstanding accomplishments during the year) the 
UTI was awarded the outstanding aviation unit award by the Army 
Aviation Association of America. 

On 16 December 1963 Captain Calvin R. Bean was assigned as 
commander of the UTI. The platoon from Da Nang joined the com­
pany) and for the first time in many months the whole company 
could work as a unit. Many successful Eagle Flights finished out 
1963. 

In January 1964 the most notable event was an air assault on the 
17th and 18th of January 1964. It was the largest heliborne assault 
operation ever executed by U.S. forces in support of ARVN troops. 

Because of the UTI, future armed helicopter pilots and com­
manders will have many tried and proven principles to use as guides. 
As Major General E. L. Rowny wrote, "The UTI has made an 
outstanding contribution to the deveiopment of battiefieid tactics 
for. the U.S. Army. It will be known as the pioneer unit in which 
armed. helicopters were engaged in combat." 

Over the months and years, the company adopted permanant 
call signs that became well known by all ground elements in Viet 

The section was known as the "Sabers"; the 1st 
the "Raiders'" and the 3rd 

As the Dragons and Saber elements fell to 
the task under new company designation, the 68th 
Aviation Company, and at times an amusing fact be-
came apparent: The had accomplished its pioneer all armed 
helicopter mission so that to the ground advisers in the field any 
anned helicopter was referred to as "UTT." No manner of explana­
tion seemed to avail as the members of the new 68th Aviation Com-



pany attempted to explain the name change. The name "UTT" for any armed helicopter that roamed the skys, rice paddies and canals of Viet Nam stuck and is now a source of pride to those who re­member the pioneer days of the old "Utility Tactical Transportation Company." The mottos: "The one thing we do not do well is quit" and "We lead. the. way," became indomitably embroidered into the fiber of the 68th Aviation Company and the 571st Transportation Detachment that supports it. 

As the wet ,season of August passed into the dry seas~n of December, the personnel of the 68th and the 571.t fen to the task of continued superior SUDDort of the ARVN troops. August and September saw many new' faces appear as an increased stream of replacements began to flow from the States. On 12 August 1964 Lieutenant Jarold L McNeil was awarded the distinguished service cross for having given his Hfe at Ben Cat, the largest airmobile opera~ tion held to date. In mid-September Lieutenant Price was wounded by a .50 caliber machine gun in the vicinity of Ben Cat, however Captain Timmermyer successJ].J:]l)l..31mY... the ship hack to Saig.on-Na.v..y. ~ - --11ospr tal. 
October saw the Dragon platoon at Nha Trang and Ban Me Thuot supporting Special Forces during a l\fontagnard insurrection. The Raiders, with the assistance of a certain reporter, precipitated an argument with the Air Force over a VC .50 caliber fight which received front page previewing with the New York Times. The Play~ boys began operations with the 48th Regiment at Tan Uyen, which was to grow into a deep mutual respect between the 68th and the 48th ARVN regiment. Bien Hoa and Tan Uyen mortared; alerts­alerts-alerts-alerts-!!! 
November saw the company engaged in the largest helibome assault to that stage of the coutlter-in~urgent effort. in Viet Nam. 

¥ ~~;~l"" 
Captain "Ed" Rii~:iI and cwc'-l':p'i)¢" Hoiloway were ahot down on this operetion whiril reconning;~ LZ (landing z6ne). The aircraft and crew were evacuated succi!Siifully after a lew moments of excite. ment. The Raiders left lor a motl~b'a support 01 I Corps at Da Nang after a severe flood had crippled central Viet Nam, leaving the Playboys and DragOns to cope with one. typhoon warning after an· other in Saigon. . 

December saw. the the Raiders at Da Nang and the Raiders leturned join the Playboys in the Christmas spirit" . keeping ole Victor Charlie. Mid-December ushered the into the after· action re-ports as becoming it Christmas the Playboys Dragons December 1964 Lieutenant P~~~rl~'fi~!i~~~ and were shot down by enemy g area. Lieutenant Murray 
'fft''l'i',ed injutie,; so serious that 

~:~~~~~~~~ were . ~ p~:.?i~~ of still 
and company wide contest 
men endowed with :the 
68th, and 571st, no" 
fight through another 

"We lead thij· way. 
On 1 March.19G5 the 

(Provisional) wa~ :tijlilCtivated 
born. The new patch showed 
branded on his foreleg, the 
the wings. All this fellves no 
197th Aviation Company 

On 26 AprillQS5 the 

On December 1964 
MYr&airi, Sierg:earrt Franklin Porter 

when their heli­
I~ltinel~ fire at Binh Gia 

L. Reed, was 
Binh Gia, WO 

. and SP5 Robert 
landing. Captain 

oili' Ji",,-~kirrg VC. positions for an 
was' wounded when 

on VC positions. 
Kan'~~.rer,-SP5 

~iJtlr~l~~~~~~i:J'~J O,ml'a,ny was 
u68" 

a over 
rerlU!..!i,m this fledgling 

~»,v;uiti;;n C"mlpa,rly became the first 
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Army unit in Viet Nam, to be "Winded the', ;Distinguished Unit 
Citation by the President of tbi!'.:tJnited States for action at Duc 
Hoa I .to 3 April. The hiJItory pt'ljl\i~ unit runs .<leep and ita actions 

run omit_ ," ";;;'i~~ll;l!;~ ;~,,; 
.' ~t~ ; . 

On 11 May the newly activated 197th Aviation Company was 
engaged in its first major operat,ion, an attack, on Song Be hy an 
estimated Viet Cong regimel)t: With.: supporting. 77 millimeter pack 
howitzers and anti-aircraft milp\ilrilli guns. Thel97th responded to 
desperate calls fo~ aid and the.)jt!'gons arrived Qver Song Be at 
0300 hours, to be greeted by tl>" sight of interlaced tracers, explosions 
and fires in the ~ompound :and ·lllinket place_: The Viet Cong had 

';' .. 

mortars and .50 caliber machine guns emplaced jithin 300 meters 
of the province headquarters and the American compound, and we~e 
locked in hand-to-hand combat with the Americans who were st,lI 
able to fight. 

The Dragons immediately began to fire on all the weapon 
positions they could locate and succeeded in silencing many ?f 
those that were doing damage to the defenders, who were still 
desperately fighting for their lives. Just as dawn lVas hreaking, the 
re~i1'}der of the 197th arrived and be7an to rever~e the tide i~ favor 
of the defenders. The Air Force AlE sand B-57 s were puttmg on 
a demonstr.ation of close air support that probably Was unequalled 
in Viet-Nam up to this battle: What followed was a remarkable 
exhibition of what an armed helicopter unit is capable of doing 
in time of combat. '. 

'rhe pursuit and destruction of the Viet Cong force that attacked 
Song Be continued for the next seven days and 197th helicopters 
worked closely with tbeir longtime friends, the 48tb Infantry Regi­
ment of tbe Vietnamese Army. During tbe first day of the battle 
of Song Be, the 197tb fired 429 rockets, 53,500 rounds of ma~bine 
gun ammunition, hauled 201 troops, and flew 81 hours to contnbute 
greatly to tbe defeat of a determmed enemy. ' 

On 19 May, Dragon 31 lVas reamed, making tbe 197tb fully 
armed once more. They began to develop new night tactics and 
employ the newst weapon: the M-5 40 millimeter grenade launcber. 

They did such a good job tbat they laid tbe ground work for a 
revoiutionary development called "Ligbtning Bug" tbat was to help 
destroy Viet Cong night superiority. 

June started slowly until tbe 7th, when a Viet Cong force 
attacked and overran the training camp at Gia Ray. The 197th 
responded as usual and selected, reconned an~ marked t~e landing 
zone for the relief force, After Song Be, th,s was consIdered an 
"easy" task and was a job well done. 

On 10 June tbe little-known village of Dong Xoai became all 
the Binh Gia's. Due Hoa's. and Song Be's of our past experience 
rolled into one. Onto the Sp~cial Forces team and a party of Seabees 

I 



\vho were constructing an air.:::trip fell the combined weight of the 
largest Viet Cong force ever concentrat.ed for a single set battle up 
to this point. 

The 19ith was scrambled and at 0315 hours the first fire teams 
arrived Rt Dong Xoai. The Dragons again were the first on the 
scene and were immediately fired upon simultaneously by eight .50 
caliber machine guns ringing the to\nl. The combined efforts of the 
Air Force and the 197th armed. helicopters firing at any and every 
farget 1ilat the delenders requested failed to suppress the Viet Cong 
superiority. 

At OiOO hours the Playboys arrived_ They detoured and sup­
pressed Viet Cong fire 10ng enough to land slicks inside the com­
pound to eY3Cuate all the lidng and \vounded troops they could carry 
before the enemy hegan to overrun the rompound. All three of the 
heticopers uo:ed in the. eyacuaHon lifted off from the compound and 
flew through a hail of bullets_ Mimeulo",I)" they had made it. 

lt no'" \\·as lale jn the day clOd adion had to be taken to secure 
the compound and aid the Camhodian Strike Force that was still 
holding out on the east Ride of the town of Dong Xoai. A bold 
decision \\-as made-to put thi!; last force into the soccer field directly 
south of the. compound. Saber 6 and 7 went into the soccer field 
to draw enemy fire and, in doing ~O, accurately locate the heavier 
weapons !'So they cou1d he netitrn1i7.ed. The '\"eapons were found. and 
while they \\"ere silencE'rl by Air Force ~trikes, the lift came in. 

The force that had now landed in the socrer field fought their 
way into the compotl11d and secured it for the nir,ht. Early t.he next 
morning two of ~he Playhoys e~{'orted sIkh: into the location of 
the Camhodian Strike FflTce and resupplied them with ammunition 
and evacuated their wounded. 

For the next h.:"o weeks the 197th !';upported numerous ground 
actions in and around the DOllg' Xo:d arp<,. as the Viet Cong were 
pursued and attacked at every opport.unity. 

The night of 22-23 June brought into use a new idea in heli­
copter tactics when the PI~yboys used the 5earchlight ship, flown 
by Saber 7. to illuminate target areas around Dong Xoai, which 

i ,), 

was again under Attack Contact was broken as soon 

as the helicoPt~rs:·!~r~~f~;.~\n~u~~:~~~~ at 2345 on 22 June, and reo mained overhead·' . Q745 the following morning. 
June also of the American 173d 

Airborne was a welcome pleasure 
to give close a mutual respect was 
kindled. 

"Lightning and the remainder 
. ; navig~'tioil! diercting the of 

M;";". 

.pl"to,on of PlayiJOYs and Railders 
where a district 

headquarters was under n"'no'k -1!lIiJcQ~'io~1S n,is,;io"s sup-
porting the 52d AViiition 1 ~~~~.~E'~~:~~::: had 
the unnerving exp~tjence ::-; barrage on 
the airfield. ." -. \ 

The Playboysl!iid R • .id,,,s,~!~e C.'~_·._ .•.. _, gt\ns \vith "Lightning 
Bug" and the perfection of M-5 40 millimeter 
grenade launcher; they found most effective aerial 
night weapon in th~ country. .:;. ' 

The 197tl> wiiirnylng ,uPI'6r~ raissi4ns all "ver III Corps and 
getting aC(1uainted:"'ith n('w Arn~rlhi.n nilviscrs. Support of t.he 173rl 
Airborne Brigade iuW !Jfh Spc.(~ial Forces Group took up much of 
the effort of the c~rjipany. ., .' '.. , 

The 1st Infantry Division arrived in country.nnd the 197th im­
mediately beg~n s'lPporting them}h thei~.: efforts. to: clear the Viet 
Cong from theIr perllneter. The: Playboys and the R!llders put on an 
impressive firepower. demonstration- to show all of their commanders 
what armed helicopters had to dffer when tailed upon for stlpport. 

The Dragons )vere fortl.l11at~· enough to participate in a Naval 
engagement while at Ham Tan :on: 26 J111yw Three large ocean going 
sampans were attacked bv them '~i:l(:i.·the . largest one sank before it 
could escape into jnternationaJ ~~t~·rs. ' 

I 
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In August emphasis was shifte<j from day to night operations. 
"Lightning Bug" was becoming more and more effective and as the 

.day time activity of the Viet Cong slackened, more flying hours were 
utilized to search them out during and ca.rry the light to 
them. The large !lumber of sampans damaged by "Lightning 
Bug" seriously hindered the Viet ability to· mass any force 
large enough to pose a seriQus any installation in the western 
portion of III Corps. 

'rh~ American 1st Cavalry Division sent a nhmber of the mem­
bers of Its advanced detachme'?t:t~·tr~in with!the 197th, and they 
~ere fortunate enough ~o -partJ.cIR~t~ In some relatively hot opera­
tIOns. Playboys ~n~ Dl'3!f«?~s se.~~!l~.~~;training mission for the benefit 
of th~ att~ched· !lvlatorson 21 ~If«'f~t. This res!,llted in a confirmed 
37 ~Iet Cong k~lI~? and 50 \T'~t~J:;jing w?undedin the Rung Sat 
Spe~lal Zone. "'n mtelhgence ·repo~ receIved .:.the same afternoon 
co.nf~rmed this. claim and' .verifil!\l'lhat the strike had practically 
ellmmated a Viet Cong r~glme~tal -lieadquarteIl: 

On 31 August Playboy spe'lt the day at JJam Tan and fired 
3~0 rockets and 60,OO[) roungs of m~chine gun ammunition into tvlo 
VIet Cong villages: Later intelJi~~nce reports cfE\dited 200 VC killed, 
30 ox carts destroyed, many waj:.wbuffalo killed and 20 structures 
destroyed. The province chief wa(v~rY happy, t,; say the least. 

September began with the tiagil' loss of Ra!<!er 23: liLt Carl J_ 
Mangold, 2/Lt George Guitterez; S~ William Eberhart PFC Donald 
L. Arcant, and their. ARV~ obs~1Y~r ",ere all killed i;' action on 1 
Septem~r when tbelr helicoptel! ~ struck by:J!round fire and eJ<­
ploded m the air while JlY!!lS'I_' :y cover n~r Ben Cat_ Their 
~ames are. added to the ~~. 'of those who have given their 
hves carrymg out the missiOn'.df'~· ~ 97th. ',: 

"Light'ling Bug" contlluiM;; ., ssful OPerations but activity 
had dropped to such a lo\f~Pb-t_,- it was exlf~mely rare to filid 
even one small Sjlmpan, all the lii~fi> ·indication Qf"Lightning Bugs" 
effectiveness. " - "\", ~~1-r ~{" " 

::' 
, .; ;, 

Playboys had the pleasure 01 controlling artillery and a flight 
of F-lOO Air Force fighter-bombers on targets south of Phuoc Vinh 
"in an area where heavy automatic weapon fire was encountered. 
The Air Force FAC had radio difficulties and the 197th fire team 
marked and directed the F-lOO's, who did a tremendous job. 

September 13 found the outpost at Cao Dinh under heavy attack. 
The Playboys re£ponded, and after firing on numerous targets for 
the' adviser in the compound, they organized and controlled tbe 
ammunition resupply and medical evacuation of 21 wounded. This 
mission resulted in all 197th participants being awarded the Viet­
namese Cross of Gallantry. 
. . Activity by Viet Cong in the Capital Military Region on 19 

September and again on 20 September gave the !Raiders an oppor­
tunity to demonstrate to the CMR advisers and the Tan Son Nhut 
ground defense personnel the value of the STARCOM standby 
fire team. Both times, the Viet Cong broke contact immediately 
upon seeing the fire team overhead. 

On 28 September 1965 the Dragon platoon. reinforced by the 
Playboy 13 fire team, departed Saigon for a long stay at Qui Nhon. 
The Dragons and the Playboys began to work with HMM 363, a 
Marine H-34 squadron, and the 498th Dust Off Company. 

'October was a high month for escort missions with Dust Off 
working overtime to evacuate the many wounded resulting from 
clearing- operations by the 1st Infantry Division, 173rd Airborne 
Brigade, and the 5th and 25th ARVN Divisions. The armed ships 
of the 197th also made seven medevacs themselves. 

ULightning Bug" continued its path of success, when, on the 
night of 23-24 October after being scrambled to Duc Lap, close to 
Baa Trai, 20 sampans were sunk and 13 more dama~ed. This prevented 
the Viet Cong force which had overrun Due Lap from withdrawing 
by water, forced them to move overland, and contributed greatly 
to the hody count of more than 200 VC killed, plus the body of a 
confirmed Chinese Communist adviser found the following day . 
The Playboys once again hit the sampan jack-pot. 

The 1971h added the name of one more man who gave his lile 
in this war. PFC Homer D. Nelson was killed at Qui Nhon while 
performing as a gunner with the Dragons in support of ,the United 
States Marines on 28 October. 

On 27 October, HMM 363 conducted its largest operation to 
date. Before dawn HMlvl 363 started lifting the 1st Battalion, 327th 
Airborne Infantry into landing zones two miles behind the Viet 
Cong Jines along the Song Cau river. As Marine helicopter~ lifted 
out of the landing zone, the Dragons were force~ to use t~e.lr nfles 
and pistols to protect them, because all of theIr ammumtlOn had 
been expended. Sergeant Harry 1,.1. Kitchens, gunner for Dragon 
36, kept up his rifle fire even after he had been shot through the 
left arm. -. 

November cost the 19'1th the lile of Captain Donald R. Clark, 
who was shot down 9 November by intense automatic weapon fire 
while flying a "Lightning Bug" mission. The aircr.alt was totally 
destroyed, but the other three crew members were rescued by WO 
Kent F. Paxton, who landed immediately despite the heavy volume 
of enemy fire, and pulled them from the burning wreckage. "Light­
ning Bug" continued with steady results throughout the month and 
accounted for the destruction of 42 sampans with an additional 17 
sampans damaged. 



November 27 saw the bloodiest battle yet staged in the Michelin 
rubb~r plantation, north of Dau T!eng, The 7th ARVN Regiment 
had Its h.eadquar~rs and one battah.on completely overrun by a Viet 
Cong regIment. Tne 197th armed hehcopters supported the remainder 
of the ?th Regiment ':'hile it r~formed and fought its way out of the 
plantatIOn. An Amencan advIser estimated between 100 and 200 
V<? killed bY,the 197th armed ships. Late in the afternon the armed 
shIps haull!lt out a total of 52 seriously wounded Vietnamese soldiers 
an~ 4 wounded Amerkan advisers. For the next three days the 197th 
hehcopters supported the ARVN and the 1st Infantry Division as 
they pursued the Viet Congo A few days after this the Saber fire 

team was scrambled to Bao Trai to support units of the 25th ARVN 
Division, which had been hit hard by the Viet Cong wbile on a 
search and destroy mission. Thirteen Viet Cong were caught in the 
open resulting in 7 killed and 6 wounded. 

On th~ 13th and 14th of November the Dragons once again 
rejoined the company in Saigon. " 

December was a month full of many and varied missions con­
ducted by the 197th. On L December Saber and Playboy fire teams 
provided LZ pre·strike, recon and mark for an assault conducted by 
the 173d Airborne Brigade. 

On 5 December Playboy 16 and 17 were returning from a 
mission when they heard a call for air support from ambushed ele­
ments of the 1st Division northwest of Lai Khe. Under cover' of 
USAF and 19ith ait strikes the friendly elements were able to 
withdraw their casualties and prepare for medevacs. .""' ~ , 

Another ]atgeH3ca]e operation began on 31 December when sev~ 
eral ARVN battalions were helilifted into the 25th Division'. plain 
of Reeds near the Cambodian border. LZ pre-strike, recOli and mark, 
and overhead cover were provided by the Sabers and the Raiders. 

Christmas Day saw the Dragon platoon accept one of the tough­
est combat missions of the wat--overhead cover for the Bob Hop~ 
Show in Bien Hoa. At the end of the performance the J?ragoris made 

.. ~ 

,' .. 

" ( 

an. impressive fly-by. over the stage",colored smoke trailing from the 

skldsQuin Nhon absiltbed the ~ia~~~>"'t~~ntion during the first three 
weeks of December,: Dust OffAi,i:li:!..Ml'rihe H·34c escorts continued 
to be the order of the day, wiili;Jt;lt",sll:!'!9,l;ainnobile assaults in the 
Tuy, fI~a and Song Qau areas. ,!li;~ ... prago~s_ replaced the Raiders "on 
stahon several days,after Chn~tli.l~sii""'" 

Two changes iitthe. chain __ otq:omrriand occurred during Decem­
~er .. On 10 Decemb~r First Serge~n~ Wesley Rose went to A/501st 
In BIen Hos, to be replaced by .Fu-st Sergeant Johnny V. Naron of 
t~at unit. On 14 :ti.ecember M?jor. James W. Booth turned over 
hiS command to Major Joseph H; Masterson in ceremonies at the 
flig~t Jin~. Major B9_otb was sent ,off to the U.S. the next day with 
a fIve-shIp fly-by, . ~.., 

Beginning 14, J~uary 1966v'1;11~ unit began La receive new UH~ 
1B/E 540 air~raft .. The unit wa~ a~signed 21 UH-1B and 10 UH-
1B/E 540 heitcopters. ,< /'.' , 

During January the unit 'supwfted 'the 145th: Aviation Bat­
talion in seven air a~ault operatl",,;, ln~upport ,of ' the ARVN III 
Co~ps, 10th DiviSion; AmericaQ;1.1;l~ ,Ai~borne Brigade and other 
umts. On 22 Janua~the 3d arr~Hatooil (Dragons) returned from 
a month's TDY suppOrting the;q. . . it! the II Corps area. Normal 
missions were cond~cted daily to; ~', Jilde tlLightning- Bug" operations. 
9n 26 January tM'hnit begin':rr'<!SuI,ar ,cbmmitlIJent of one light 
flte team for overhead cover of the 'Nlfa:Be tank . farms. The casu­
alties for the month 6f January:~e'hrgli; One oilk"r and two EM 
were killed when'their ship wa~mot.down 10 mil~a southwest of 
Tuy Hoa. During the month there were'ig aircraft hitS. 

During FebniltrJ' the unit>8~pjlort.,d· the 14§th Aviation Bat­
talion in 12 air. 8!\S3ult operatiph,s in support of the ARVN lOth 
Division, 25th Diviiiitin, Special Forces, 1st Infantry Division and 
other. units. The ~iiigers spent.,t.Ji,e".fI\th a'1d the, ,25t1> in IV Corps 
ar~a In support of .t~e ~3th AV!ltlii'lil; ~I!t\lliton. On .28 February the 
umt responded to a .rapId reactl!'ill)ilr,d~,of, the 145tll' Aviation Bat­
talion to support art:ARVN Inf~:IiHtalion hard hit just north­
east of Vo Dat iIi .the "Ricebow1!',,:iltea. ''The 197tll provided over­
head cover while Ii .iil-bimd reacfiJ1!i":fiitc~~Jis orga1!ized, and it also 
medevaced some o~.the more serlotl~ly wounded ARVN. 

NonnaJ daily riil$sions of ''lfii#nmg: Bug" and two light fire 
teams for Nha BEl Bt8ndby and ~ungSat overhead cover were I?er­
fonned. Casualti .... W:~i-e totaled a~,lfkilledand 6 wounded in actton. 
There were 13 aircra{~ hits. '. . ,.j 
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During the month of March th~'company performed its regular, 
ly assigned missions of "Lightning Bu~". overhead cover for the 

, shipping in the Rung Sat Speci~I. ~one area, an<i the Nha Be tank 
farm standby. On 4 February dwingi#>e RSSZ m,ssion the fire team' 
on 8ta.tion came to, the slIPpOrt !t#5~~J:eight~r ijjujer ,!,or~r attack. 
On thIS same day the fIre ,t!'lllllS,ptil m stflkes'resultmg m several 
sampans destroyed; 15 VC 'ki11Iidii'f'wounded, alid '1 VC who turned 
himself in because of the !\ighfo/')iis companiilris,' Also during the 
month the company supported the'145th Aviation~ Battalion during 
10 airmobile operations by reCOrlflinl), marking and pre-striking land .. ' 
ing zones. Two 91 the operations'"' were rapid reabtions to reinforce 
unita helilifted in which had run into heavy contact. Toward the 
end of the month· missions- were teduced to daily recurring missions 
to allow the company to make ,jts move to Bien Hoa Airbase. On 
25 March 1966 the 197ih made 'a PCS move' to Bien Hoa to a 
tent city which they constwcted.: ~'blthis point the welcome addition 
of the 774th Medical Detactmen~" commanded by Cept. Julio 
Balette, was made.-, : '<l.!--i.>-; 

. 90mmencing 23 April 1966 !118' unit began moving from tent 
cIty mto pennanently cOIllitructe4T1j1lets, closing into the last billeta 
on 28 April 1966. The orderly,tjl@j' was temp<>h1rily located in a 
building ~l~ted for ~nothe~ unit; alfilil'!'.nt to the'operations bu!ld.!ng. 
Mess faClhty still IS awaiting coll'lpletlOn of a 'IJennanent buildmg, 
currently under civilian coilttact~;'OIficers attempted to patch up a 
"new" villa built for them in BienHoa within the "Honor-Smith 
compound." . . . . 

Overhead coyer continued for the s hip pin g in the RSSZ 
operational area, and the Nha Be tank farm standby. The company 
supported the 145th Aviation Battalion in seven ainnobile operations 
by reconnaissance, marking. pre-1iitI,"i!ting, and overbe~d cover. The 
unit also participated in a rapift:'re~ction to Tan:.Son Nhut while 
it was under mor!ar attack. Ap~l i*,,:while flying advance recon for . . - - .; 

.: ;, 

, .. 

the U.S. 25th Infantry Division's mech force, one fire team en­
countered 13 VC in a trench and placed the VC un~er fire, re?ulting 
in four confirmed VC killed, On the lIth, after takmg an eshmated 
40 to 50 VC under attack, a fire team captured ~ VC running from 
an operational area and returned him to Cu Chi; On the 20th the 

first 'combat employment of the 20mm cannon system, being evalu­
ated and tested by this unit, was started. On the 25th the unit 
gave the first demonstration of the 20mm cannon and CBU system, 
On the 29th Baa Tri was under mortar attack, so the "Lightning 
Bug" was diverted to that location: the VC withdrew upon their 
arrival. On the last day of the month the Playboys ended RSSZ 
river patrol with a bang when they accidently spotted a camouflaged 
VC sampan, They received permission to fire and their fire was 
returne. In this action they claimed 2 VC killed, 6 sampans 
destroyed and 2 damaged, Later intelligence reports indicated 3 
VC killed, 7 critically wounded, and 9 sampans destroyed. 

On 1 May Raider platoon elements destroyed two sampans and 

.~ 



two structures, a Playboy platoon fire team destroyed two Village!. 
"'hile flying overhead cover for a Special Forces detachment at Hon 
Quan. In addition they flew overhead cover for two demolition 
teams who destroyed a bridge. Upon completion of this mission 
they learned of the flight of 96 men on a patrol operating near 
Minh Thanh who had been.cut off from all resupply that day. They 
stripped their. aircraft of all. unneeded non-firing equipment in .order 
to airlift in approximately 3,000 pounds of ammunition and food. 

On 9 Maya Dragon fire ,team rescued 11 survivors of a downed 
CH·47 that had crashed in Rung Sat. Around Tay Ninh a Playboy 
fire team destroyed a sampan moving to,,"aid a VC village, and 
while making a low level reconnaissance of the area they discovered 
one building after another until a to!al of eight buildings were 
discovered. The Playboys ca11ed in airstrikes on the clandestine VC 
viJIage and recorded a secondary explosion from one of the bomb 
drops. , 

l\lay 14 saw _a· Dragon fire team make strikes resulting in 17 
VC possibly kifle1l: and a dozen hootches destroyed. May 18 a 
Playboy fire team destroyed one sampan and one building, destroyed 
one 30· foot sampan and damaged another while on Lightning Bug. 
A Dragon element put in an airstrike resulting in two structures 
destroyed ~l)d, 12 da!11aged. On 21 May two Playboy fire teams 
destroyed iI '!!O·foot Mmpan with the possible "liquidation" of two 
comrades. May 29 saw a Raider Lightning Bug team destroy a 
30-foot sampan and one smaller motorized sampan with the con­
firmed KIA count of seven VC . . . certainly not a good night to 
be paddling down the river!! 

The past few months had become a constant routine: cover 
the same territory, examine it every day from every angle and 
altitude. constantly seek out the various areas the VC were prohably 
using, and suddenly the huts, bunkers, trenches, sampans and 
little' men were no )onger. impo,c;sih1e to find. By persistence we 
had found ways to deprive Charlie of his precious supplies, facilities 
and personnel. 

On 4 and 5, June a Playboy Lightning Bug team destroyed 
seven samoans and"·.!our hootehes;-:On 6 June· llnother Playboy 
Lightning Bug teail'rtshowed ~:effeGMve' the "light in the sky" 
is when they destr6ired 30 sam~ilfl: ,(me' night. It turned out that 
their target was an' 'escape fledWW He, ,tis.d by' the VC the next 
morning, and the df!l!truction ollthefleel 'meant near annnihilation 
for the VC ground':force that'!hiId'1O :.t~nd and right against a 
pursuing ARVN Force. Two da~iI JaWI'· fite. Playboys boosted their 
record of sampans Sunk by ahother 38 when they. intercepted a 
VC supply convoy moving nortH~ast of Tan An. . 

On 18 and 19 June a Raidkfire team destroyed one sampan 
and damaged threeHithers alor1I!"'with 'five' hootch .. which yielded 
two confirmed VC KIA. June 23'natl'a ;Raider fire team destroying 
two 30 foot sampans and one large hotitch, an action which gave 
them credit for aoother three;>ve. KAl's. On the same day a 
Playboy fire team destroyed thl)!e"hootches and damaged 20 with 
four confirmed VC'kiIIed. Thll.t·:'night a'Playboy, Lightning Bug 
team destroyed thtee'sampans,lhreehootches, and one foot bridge. 

The end of tlie':month reSembled the .. beginning: On the 29th 
the Playboys on Lightning Bug'.i:leSfroyed' 25 sampanS and damaged 
15 structures resulting in three diiifirfOed VC kiIIetl and one possible. 

Late June aild'hrly July!saw'the'lIddition olsome "comfort 
and convenience'" aUditions tott.ttitLcomPljny area' -on Bien Hoa 
airfield: Shelter bullkers between" lhe EM barracks, the opening 
of the new latrirtt!-showers, fuit;ii~r 'construction of, the permanent 
orderly room final setting of the. opemtions office, and the slow 
increase in the always-welcome additions to the company roster. 

The first day of, July had the Playboys out of Lightning Bug 
again: Their tally for the night, Was 23 sampans and one structure 
destroyed with one '~onfirmed arid one .. possible VC dead. The next 
night they again IV>!nt out and ,~!;opped.17, sampans, in their trac~s 
and at the same tiIi!e dropped ~~JYC,Sti t~ey would never agam 
make any tracks, J~y 3 was ~'i\~M,r ~~, mght; ,.34 sampa,:,s and 
six. structures. on; .. th .. '." fourth w,~. ;' . .a,~",works d. e. m. onstrabon by 
day and night: .Rai,ders got l, " .'; ho~ti::~es d~str0yed and two 
damaged, the PlaYbjJys on the .1'!I!lil:gQti,~.~structu.r~ and. one c~n­
firmed VC who o!>yll!"sly wasn;t4l.o1.1l~:J" .'lelebra"" .anythmg aga~n. 
The momentum, sp~"t and succ~IJl,:.L1ghtnmg B~g, 'Yas tnomentarIly 
stalled on 5 JulY'Yihen PlaY!jo;>.ir.t13 :c1'\'shed. west of Due Ho~. 
Somehow all crew .. members surV~"'!"d .the'e~plodmg f.uel and '!!"mum­
tion, although thi\c<;!lpilot had;,'!<1;;be medevaced til HawaII. Back 
in action on 11 JuI~·;",ound TaY'liwh. the;Playboy fire team showed 
it was back in bqs;gess by puml\Jllg and •. capturing ',il VC who was 
attempting to e~~i an area a~er· '" bomb strike. Raiders added 
to their box score ,ltith 24 sa~,,!ll,ld,.t,hree confirmed VC, but 
mmaged to outdo}bemselves \~!,~. ,evrryone els\,), IJn the 19th of 
July when they $~n~ 40 sampan~ .. i.i;, the bottom .. july came to a 
conclusion with the, happy repiiit,(that each day ;and night was a 
setious and dedicilllld attempt'Jo,: repeat the astounding records 
achieved by the varJous fire tearri~ in, th,ei:t\ day and iiight missions. 

The period saw)he begimljpj(of: changes on' the horizon: The 
rumor had it that ~w aircra~n~.Q. improved version of the UH-
1B540, was on the wily ... and;¢oWd thd be an augmentation of 
o model slicks oil t\le horizori!l"Arid finally, time. to bid farewell 
to the commanding officer. MaJ~r (spon to be Lt.CoL) Joseph H. 
Masterson. 
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On September 22, 1966,. Jlie .·.,197th moved again-to Fort Benning, to join the 19~tJi l;ight:lnfilntry Brigade. But its officers, men, helicopters).'and reputa.tio!l remained in gj~1I ~oa as the new 334th Aviation votnpany .. The~!'I>ft!'S, Playb0)<S' R~lders, Dragons, and Gangbusters (Headquartei'l!i:first, secon~;'; thIrd and fourth platoon call signs respectiye!y) .contlnued theiriQutstanding support of counter-insurgimcy opel,1liion3 hdKe III Corpliarea and elsewhere whenever called: The company:"C@'tinued und~r the command of Major Floyd C: Gober, Armo.:'"·: ' . 

From its inception the 334th Aviation Company assumed the mission of the rotated 197th Aviation Company: to privide armed helicopter and a limited amount .0(; t>'ansport helicopter support for the Republic of South Vietnam, as ~ssigned by the 145th Combat Aviation Battalion. In practice~ 'eas;-li of the three armed platoons had a three· week schedule that selejpm varied: l\vo weeks of day time missions and one wed. of night missions. 1'he day missions consisted of overhead cover of the Long Tau' River shipping channel from Saigon to Vung Tau in ~he RU!l~ Sat Speci~l 'Zone; emergency 
"'. '!-. 

stand-by (five ll)inute reaction time)' at Bien fi98, with two daily recons of the Dong Nai and Bit;n' fI9a-Long Binh' areas; and other light fire team missions as ,requir~d, such as landing zone pre-strike and reconnaissance, troop carrie;r>';s'cort, and -, overhead cover of ground operatiqns., The night" i missions consit;ted of emergency stand-by and Firefly, a search alld destroy misSion to inhibit Viet Cong ~ater traffic, which WaS pioIjeered and '<;leveloped by the 197th In the Spring of 196~. . .. ' .. '. .' . 
The fourth platoon, the Gall~.ilsters, equipped with UH-ID slicks, was devel9ping Task 1i'0rce~Gun-Slick at this time, utilizing an infantry platoon from thi> U:S: ~25th Division and Vietnamese nation~1 police in eagle-type flight,'! against roa~ plocks, Viet Cong tax pomts, and other sucH targets. . 
Captain Byron Byerly; Tirag~n.33, printed a bandsome first page for the history of tli". 33~#i.',·,qn 22 SepteJllber, our date of birth, he killed a confirmed thrtl!l'IJlsurgents, was credited with a probable three more, and ,de.stroyed> three sampan .. s .and a but while supporting NarrO\vSeadog;'an'A'iii<ltl~an unit ,!~r&ting near Long 

-, ~:' .",jr·"·,:';\§n ":~]< 
:1:; .. ~ 

~. " 

Thanh. southeast of Bien Boa on Highway 15. Cantain William Telfair, Dragon 31,and his wingman. Lieutenant William Wiener, Dragon 37 ,-"hile screening for a River Assault Group waterborne operation in the Rung Sat special zone landed and captured a Viet Cong suspect wbo was trying to lIee from 
the oncoming troops. . During October 1966 the 334th added. sever~1 new pr~Jects to its bag of tricks, Gober's Gasser, a gas.-Jaymg hehcopter deSigned for use during airmobile assaults, made Its debut. Toward the end 

of the month the company began experimenting with the Starlight Scope as a possible adjunct to the Fire Fly capability, The Gangbusters began infiltrating and ~xfi)trating re::ondo team.::;, and the armed platoons on 2 October commenced a daily mission in support of the Australian Task Force at Nui Oat, north of Baria. It was on this mission on 3 Odober that Lieutenant Ken Tompkins, Raider 23, was detailed to support a Vietnamese Ranger Battalion in dose contact with the enemy in the" coastal mountains southeast of Baria. After wounding two Viet Cong in a firing pass, Lt. Tompl\ima had a change of heart: he landed, picked them up, and flew them to Baria to get bandaged and ans~\'er some questions. On 6 October in the Rung Sat, Captain Fred Steiner probably saved two freighters bound for Saigon from a quick trip to Davy Jones' Locker. With 250 rockets and many 7.62 rounds he broke 

\ 



up a Viet Cong ambush of a U.S. Navy minesweeper only BOO 
meters from the merchant ships. Rung Sat operations center was 
convinced that his continued suppression of the channel banks 
prevented the VC from command detonating several' mines near 
the merchantmen. 

During a Fire Fly mission over "automatic alley" southwest 
of Tan Son Nhut on 14 October, Warrant Officer Bob Wallas and 
Warrant Officer Vince Rodel had their tail rotor shot off by a VC 
weapon they had exposed; through skillful pilotage they made it 
back to Saigon where they crashed on the active run way, with only 
minor injuries to the crew and the te:hnical ohserver. 

On 7 November the Raiders lost another ship. Alter making a 
night rescue of two crew-members from a dO\vned 120th Aviation 
Company aircraft, Captain Steiner found himsell caught in the 
middle of a severe squall line. On approach to Nha Be in 0-0 
weather conditions the aircraft struck the water. One crew member 
drowned. but the rest managed to pull each other ashore. Captain 
Steiner bounced back into action rapidly, however, and, Qn 16 
November was credited with killing a probable 30 Viet Cong near 
Tan Son Nhut. 

In addition to the 24 hour emergency stand -by requirement, 
the Rung Sat back-up requirement, and the Australian Task Force 
mission, which developed into primarily a stand-by mission, in 
November the company received the requirement to assume the 24 
hour Starcom stand-by at Tan Son Nhut. This mission normally is 
assj~ned to the 120th Aviation Company Razorbacks, but they were 
TDY at this time. "We stand by while others fly" was an oft­
repeated refrain, but the Razorbacks resumed the mission in Decem­
ber and tempers coo1ed. 

A perennial complaint on the Rung Sat mission is the frequency 
with '\vhich the fire teams are required to carry administrative 
passengers back and forth in the zone. On 28 November Warrant 
Officer Ben Gray, Raider 27, picked up some out-of-the-ordinary 
passengers!. however. In the morning he rescued the crew of a 
VNAF H-;:S4\ and in the afternoon he offered a ride to a rather 
surprised and hesitant VC suspect, who accepted reluctantly at the 
sight of the door gunner's M-60. 

,! ,'.' ." .' -,,:",::;'d:'-, .;. 
. .;; - "' 

. ,:; ~~~r}t~," '.' _ 
November also;.saw the iiltrOOlidion of the XM-47 weapon 

system to the coniliany invenlj)tY' The. ,~rly op~r~tions. with the 
system were successful. althougli·theyw~re fre~uent1y hallY_ 

In December the XM-21 mlrtl'lI\trisyStem arrive<l which greatly 
enhanced the armed platoon's iIUnoressi1ie lire capability. 

On the third, ' Decembeii.Witi1:.Artt Ol!ieer Hollis Scott of the 
Nha J:le,Jjiiard a distress cillI and hurried 

,,,:n~r~~ne picked ,Ilk.th. crew of a U.s, Navy Sea'voll 
forced laji.d,ilij!. On 8 December the Playboys 

to support ,a' ~lassified Special" Forces mission 

-2,7; __ ~vas con&uctinR the Dong 
, diverted to Tan Uyen, 

Hi'·.rr;,o;;n on SIhtltm 13 minutes 
S~;j~:i~rf;~ the enemy 

1U"'~~':" F '.- moved into 
mission had 

they abandoned two 

,;; I 

Captain Barty,Desfor's was interrupted by an un-
expected forced lailding in Sat. Witli full fuel and 
ordnance on his M,g (H(O~G~~)ll~~:~t~!;,~r."o~bserver' aboard, he had 
an engine failure' and e autorotation without 
damage to the ship lor 

On 29 Decemller training with Special 
Forces near Thu Duc The following day 
Major Gober. prior to re-
linouishing his F. Ferris, 
made a hits on a c1ass~ 
ified mission for -the' one was jniured. 

December wa,s ' suc::,e~~rul month for Fire 
Fly since its inception. On 11 rlear Can Giuoc the Raiders 
sunk 69 sampans; the Dragons escalated on the night of the 23rd, 
destroying 74. ' '. 

The 334th is yijung, but ~e.-"tilJlead the way and always will. 
, " 
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