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The 125th ATC~ the only unit of its kind in all of 
Vietnam and S.E. Asia in the U.S. Army, began on 5 Nov 65 and 
was stood down on 20 Sept 7 ~ Its primary mission was to 
provide all non-divisional air traffic control and fliqht 
fol.lowing for the entire coun·try of Vietllam. Initiall~~ it 
was a Company sized unit but, quict(ly grew to a very large 
unit of approximately 350 personnel. Its deployment and 
areas I~f respl~nsibility were: 
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Cap i t EI 1 C(-:~n t Eiy 
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The 125th ATe provide{j flight following(VFR and 
som(-:?time~~-; IFP) ~ Cont'tol Tow~":;Y· o'peYations fo·( tactical L.Z~s 

and AiY·fields~ Beacon installation and operation tactically 
and at aiyfields, RAPCONYs and GCAYs~ pl~js many rnany Radios 
foy flight following allover the country(Tay Nintl Radio, 
Dalat Radio, Pleiku Radio, Kontom Padioy Danang Radio and 
Quang Tr i F.~ad i c.) 

Oyqanic aill"CY·aft 
fixed wing aircraft~ 
replaced by UH-I D's. 

of the 125th ATC were initially Beaver 
Then in 1970 the old Beavers were 

One \JH-ID was assigned to each Platoon 
whose Platoon Leader (usually a Captain)used it to coordinate 
ahd com/nand his platoonn Eac~l platoon was quite 
large(usually about 75 plus men) and covered a whole Corps~ 
Most times the platoon members weYe attached tCI an Army 
Advisor HQ~ Airfield and even ·the USAF for support but not 
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transferred fyom the 120th Asslt Hel Co (Deans, located at 
Sanford Army Airfield at Long Sinh and, also part of the 
165th Combat Avn GYoup)to the 125th ATe Co. located on the NW 
side of Bien Hoa Air BasBn The 125th ATe Co. was then in the 
process of tuYning in all of the old Beaver Fixed wing AC. 
The new Company Commander was LTC John Falbo, Big Corpy who 
was newly assigned and pushing very hard for the 125th ATe 
Company to be upgraded ·to Battalion(probably due to its size 
and very wide deployment and mission). On 1 Jan 1971(1 don't 
have official I~r·ders)all of our order's and headings on 
coryespondance began to reflect 125th ATC 8n (PYov.) Thus, 
j,ts upgrade and birth. 1st Platoon(I Corps) became A 
Company, 2nd Platoon(!! Corps) became B Company, Etcu 

I was sent to 1st Platoon in Hue/Phu Bai in Dec. 1970 
after having been 3rd Platoon Commandsy for 2 months. When 



the 1st Platoon became A Comcanv on or about 1 Jan 71. I 
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C'~!11pany Commander after ~lavin(J beS!l Aiyfieid CI:immander at an 
:[ ~:~I~ros Airfipld ~aJned Due F'~~o 3bOLl"t Sf) nlj.l~s sOIJth of Chu 
1_2i aong the coas·t~ I became XO of A I:ompany and finished 
out my 2nd "tOll)" ;;;\!; XC) in :vk\y o"f 71~ Maj. 11al(:~v;:lw hi:'.i.d beE:;n in 
RVN for :2 stv2ight years 3nd ~lad e~tended aq3in for 5 months. 

During my toUY of du"ty with A COmparlj as XO we operated 
many ATC facilities in I Corps. A tower and Beacon at 1~2W~( 
Hill, a FSB and Base Carnp 'for t~\e 197th Light Infantr"y 
Brigade located 35-40 miles SW of Chu Lai; Danang Radi'~, CQ­

located a'top Monkey i1o\Jntain ~esilje Darlang Bay at Donanq; 
Control tower and advislJY's a'~ Phu Bai Airfield ~101,g with ·t~le 

Phl.A Bai Beacon, GCA an(j RAP(~(J~I(F:adar Apprl~ach (I~rltrol)~ Quan~ 
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Beaccln and GCA~ I was everl the Airfield Commander and OIC: at 
Donq Ha for 3(1 days dUl"ing I_anl Son 71S. 

A partial list of missions and deploY/Dent of the 125th 
AT!.:: while I was assigned is as fi~ll,~ws~ 
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Vo Dat Radio arId Raday( [noy·tar and Rocket x 
tl"acking) 
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!2. Compan~(IV Corps) Beaccln Twr GCA FIt 
Delta Center x x x 

(Vinh Long) 
Ben Luc f;:ad i c. x 
Sell: Tr'ang Radic. x 
Ca Mau ~~ ~,; x 
Can The. y; x x x 

I am sure that there were c.ther lc.catic.n's where elements 
c.f tf1e 125th ATC were c.peratic.nal. S.:.me were moved and 
changed over the life of the unit. Maybe many VHPA members 
w.::.uld remember and fill in the blanks at the RENO reunion. 
All in all, the 125th ATC was a very unique unit, the only 
one of its kind in Vietnam, which provided all sorts of Air 
Traffic Control to U S Army Aviation elements of the 1st 
Aviation Brigade as well as Divisional, USAF, NAVY and 
Marines. Its history needs to be remebered and placed in the 
history of the Vietnam conflict. 

by: Thomas H. Payne 
L 194'" 


