b AT ALY Tratiic Controll [Ceamp any
LEDER ATC(ALr Traffic Comtrel) Sattalton

The 1385th ATD, the only wunit of its kind in all of
Vietnam and 3.5, Asia in the .3 Aruny, Degan an S Nov 8% and
was stood down on 20 Sept 7. Its primary missian was to
provide all mon-divisional air traffic somtrol and flight
fellowing for the entirve country of Vietnam. Imitially, it
was a Lompany sized unit but, quickly grew to a very Large
wnit of appraximately 350 personnel. Its deplayment and
araas of responsibility wered

HE and HE Flatoon Bien Hoa Alr Fase

lat Flataoon I Corps Danang Centar
2ndd Flatoon IT Corps Zam Fanh Csnter
Srd Flatooe IID Corps Capital Usnier
4t Flataon IV Daovpg Celta Center

The 123th AT provided flight following (WFE and
sometimnes [FRY, Control Tower cperations for tactical L7I7s
and Airfields, Beacon installation and cperation tactically
and at airfields, RAPCON's and (50AYs, Plus many many Radios
for flight following all over the country(Tay Ninkh Radiao,
Dalat Radioc, Pleika Radio, Hontom Fadia, Danang Fadio and
Buang Tri Fadioo

Organic airvcraft of the 12%5th ATD wers imitially Beaver
fided wing aircraft. Then in 1970 the old Beavers were
raplaced by UH=-1 s, One UH-1D was assigned to sach Platoon
whoge Flatoon Leader (usually a Captaindused 1t o coordinate
and command his platoon. Each platoon was guite
largetusually about 75 plus men? and covered a whole Corps.
Momt fimes the platoon members were attached to an Er My
Advisor HE, Alrfield and even the USAF for support but not
QRN .

In Sept 1970, while on my Znd toor 4o EVYN, I was
transferred from the 120th asslt Hel Co (Deans, located at
Sanford Army Airfield at Long Binkh and, alsa part of the
168th Combat Avn Grouplto the 125th ATD Co. lecated on the NW
gicde of Bien Hoa Air Hase, The 123th ATD To. was then in the
provess of turning in all of the old Beaver Fixed wing AD.
The new Company Commander was LTC John Falbao, Sig Dorp, wWwho
was newly assigned and pushing very hard for the 125th aTC
Company to be upgraded to Battaliont(probably due to its size
and very wide deployment and missiond. On L Jan 1971¢1 dan’t
have official ordersg)all of our orders and headings on
covrespondance began to reflect LIStk ATC Br (Frov.) Thus,
1ts upgrade and birth. lst Flatoon(l Corps) became A
Lompany, Znd Flatoon (I Corps? became B Company, Ete.

I was sent to 1st Flatoon in Hue/Fhu Bai in Dec. 1970
after having been 2rd Platcon Commander for 2 months.  When
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I am sure that there were acther locations where elements
of the 125th ATC were cperaticnal, Some were moved and
changed over the life of the unit. Maybe many VHFA members Co
would remember and fill in the blanks at the RENO reunion. 4
All in all, the 125th ATC was a very unique unit, the only
ang of 1t5 kind in Vietnam, which provided all sorts of Air
Traffic Control to U S Army Aviation elements of the 1st
Aviation Brigade as well as Divimional, USAF, NAVY and
Marines. Its history needs to be remebered and placed in the

© history of the Vietnam conflict.

bys Thomas H. Payne
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