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DiW:' khHiJ}f£ OF 'rID) AID'IY 
H ;AD'iU.AHTE..tS, 145TH COlD3.1.!r AVIk£ION BATTALlrJF 

APO San franoisoo 96266 

AVBAUV.C 1 April 1972 

SUBJllCTI Operational Report - JJessons Learned, 145th Ccmbat Aviation 
Battalion, Period lilna.:!.ng 3'1 Haroh 1972 (RCS: CSFOR-65(R3) (u) 

I. (C) Operatiom SiG~lif3.C8X~t Activities 

1. Mission! The mission of 'o;le 145th Jl.viation Battalion' (Combat) ronle;!.ned 
relatively unchanged d=ing the reporting period; however, the assets alld 
organization of i;he be.ttali on did change with the addi tion of two assa\11 t 
helioopter companies. The battalion oontinued to support and augment the 
oapabili ties of TlU.rd. Regional J~sistance Command and the Rspublio of Vietnam 
Feroes oper-ating in ~nitary' Region III. On 4 February 1972, deaiib'lW,ted units 
within the battalion reoeived redeployment of inaotivation orders CIS a. result 
of Operation REYSTONID, Inorement Eleven. 

2. Orge.nizat:l.ol1l On; November 19'71, the 11'7th .1.viationC.ompany (J.asault 
Heliooyter) Was/lJ,ssigneo. 'bo thebat';;alion from the 222<i1.Avlatilon Battalion 
'( Combat) • The 240th i.vio:tiol1 Company (Assault Helioopter) ,wa1lJu.nd.eropera'tiol1-
al oontrol d' the battali.on (for the period ot: ; November to 15 November 1971) 
l1tdlo tho 222d Aviation Ei1ttalion was baing inaotivated. On 1 JMuaJ:'J 1972, . 
tho 120th Aviation Compe>.ny (Assa.ult Helicoptor' was asSigned to the 145th . 
AVir,tion Battalion from the 165th Avie.tion GrouP? wh,ioh was baing 111aDt1vated~ 
On 29 Fob:r.J.n.ry 1972, tho 334th J.viation Compo.ny I.i.ttack Helioopter) rodoployed 
to Fort Knox, KY, with all aviation assets, 6roun<i support oquipment, ~.l'ld. £Ii ead:iie 
detachment. On 1 ~~o.roh 1972, tha 120th J.viation COlllJ?l.'.ny was rClr..ssigned. to tho 
12th Combo.t J\viation GT.oup. On 15 March 1972, t:lO 25th Corps I.vi!:',tion COIl\Ptany 
redeployod, colora only, to USJiRlilUR. The 213th !.ssall.l t Support Helioopter 
Com;,'£lJ:ly ~lM il1!1.ctivatoo.. On 15 r-lE1.roh 1972, tho1'1'7th AviationComPMY (t>.Ssaul~ 
Helioopter) was redeployed to USlJilIGIfT with coJ.orson]y.0n31 I'Icroh 1972, 
Tho Hov,dq=te:cs (',no. Ifondq1U'.:::ters 80mpany t 'r'~'5th CC\1IIbat Aviation Br.tt(1~1011 was 
redoployod to Fort Rucker, Al!:1.bru:no., with oolors only. 
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1 kP~l1f)T~ 
Oportltion. .... l Report - Lessons wI!'=ed., 14$'th 0011])."'1: {fit. ::t.rrt'10.ll' . 
Bt'.ttnlion, Poriod anding 31 Me..roh 1972 ,(RCS, CSFoa~SlR;J;) (:'jt) 

4. Porsonnel t'.-l1d :ministration: 

!'.. Unit StJ;engthi Tho bo.tt~1ion suongth as o£ 1 Fo~11;~'.t;; 
shom'! t".3 lnololl'Uro 2. On 30 ~'k'1Xch 1972 the 145t~Conbat l.vi(1.tionlllll~~yt)~, 
he.d t'. zero b!'.11'J.l0e o£ assigned rnrsonnol. 

(1) Ass;!,gnr.lent::u 

OFFICl4lli. W[;RRlINIWllCERS; i!:NLIsm 

26 14 157 

(2) POrf.k'\l1ont Che.nge ot Stt'.tion 

OFl!'ICllilgS VUJUU.l1l' Gll;!;<m1'll· IlNIIS~ .. , 
43 52 372 

('~) C~t.1.e!J R~1Iurn~ to ~I 

OFFICBS Wllll}W OFt,tCERS llllTLISTED 

2 2 6 

\ (4) ~J.tiCl4t lili'~"e(l;l 

QFfICPfta "T~1'? ~CJ:ld.s ill1ttST2ttl 

2 f ~ 

(5) Killed il1 J~~\ 

~<;!l13. ytt,,'u.lj,rtF .@m!GI~~ ~_2lD .. 
0 '0 (1 

~~l >;:':.; :~;il,l 
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AVBl,UV-C 1 1l.pril 1972 
StlBJ;jCT: Opor[\tiOJ12.l "",port - Losc'ono Lo=nod, 1/:-5th Conb",t l.vie.tion 

B",tt£\liol1, roriod Jllding 31 rl....xch 1972 (nes: CSPOR-65(R3) (u) 

(6) Killed not [1.0 e. result of HOfJtilG Action: 

° 
lIiii:lilj>JIT 0~'Fl&"1\'§' 

2 3 

(7) HoenliGt,10nt: During tho 1'oporting period 24 personnel reon1i(Jtod 
in tho batt~.lion. l.p?roxil'lately $70,000.00 \1[\0 i)t'.1d in '_':i"Uo. 

(8) ProDotions: The fol1mling proDotions were Dgde during the re­
porting period: 

cpr 1m G':l2 E-3 B-7 £-6 P_-:2 !E:1. 
0 0 31 1 2 3 33 87 

(9 ) Reo~sifioationol Hone. 

(10 ) Rotiror.lcnts: Hone. 

( 11 ) R&i.l l'rogrnLlI The R&R Progr~n W<'.s stressed throughout the battE'.1ion 
During the roporting period the batt£\lion reeeived 232 £\llooations of which 
47 were not filled. 

(12) Lom'ool Loaves granted during the reporting period wore as follows: 

,9FFIClJIlS vTllI'JlAIlT OFFICIDri 

~reJ.1GBNCY 0 II 
COl'lI'l.sSIOlT1.TE 0 1_ 
SPECIAL 3 1 
OlIDINJillY 8 , 
14 DEl 36 16 

(13) PIO OoVOrE'.gol 

(a) Honotown News Releases: ll.QY. 
37 

JAN 
42 

li\NIiISTDJ) 

12 
3 

15 
14 
47 

~ 
21 

!1££. 
o 

(b) NO'lO Ueloosma }!a;jor events eovered during tho period were as follovlOl 

CIVIC AOTIONI t1lIDCAPS 
DEl1TCf.l'S 
Support of the Good Shepherd Convent 

.,.,-

1111 

-----------------------------_. ,.---.~-,-"-., .. , ._--_ .. 



AVBAUV-C 
S1JIlJ:JC'l' : 

1 April 1972 
OJ)G.cational "leport - Lossons warnod, 11 ('5th Coob0.t Aviation 
Battnlion, Ieriodlnc1ing 31 Larch 1972 liCS: CSB'0l1··65(R3) (U) 

Other S":ories: lL'its ..:'i-,.sic;l1od· to ~;J:·,tt8.1ion 
\J it W:anddmID, II dGI'loYT:1Gnt and Inactivation 
Chance of Cor,mands 
Reenlistnents 

5. Intelligonoe an(l Security: 

a. IntelliGence Briefinc and Disser.1ination of Intelligence Infornn;bion: 
IntelliGence b:.:icfincs were C011(lucted on a weekly basis for the unit cornD.l1dElJ$ 
and. staff. 'J~hc n2~-i.;talion Cor.u'.1ander, operations porsonnel and unit COIYliTla..nclcr-s 
received, ·u;()(12.tod and. oonfi:rned intelligence roports as tho eneoy situation 
dicated. ''':ho L12j.n on;:>h2.sis wo.s I'lacod on anti-aircraft 1·reapon positions, 
shot-at reports, emel rCI'ortod Gnor,lY Hovenonts wi'chin the batt2J. ion's arca of 
operation. 

b. PeJ:solUlol Secu:city Clearances, Hovocations, Dohial and Suspensions; 
and Personnel Scctlxit:\' Indoctrination: l:'ersonl101 security clearances \TCrC 

issuod ,men :LGquos'bod b~' tho unit conD8.nder and all preroquisites roquired by 
A l 380-5 '10re net. Socurity indoctrination of b2.ttr.lion lJOrBonl101 ,ras aceoDpHshec:. 
at two levels: fj.J:'St at tho individual's ontranco briofinG and seoond D.'b emit 
level by the uni'0 eor.1Dandor or his desiGnated reprosenti'dve. 

e. S'can'~ DovTl1 Opore.tions: Upon notification that tho 145'ch Aviati on 
Battalion lIoaclqlk'1X'ce:w 'lOuld stand dovm, all classified documonts woro rovim·rod 
to dO'ce=ino their value. Those not required for futuro oporations ,TOre 
destroyed imncc'\iatoly. Di. Porr.l 2962 was proparod for all porsonl1el aSSiGned 
to the battalion havinG 0. socurity cloarance in an effort to oX1~cdi to the 
outprocossin{.; of larGO groups of pcrsonl101. On 2 ~!arch 1972, a lett~r >las 
dispatohed 'GO lioadquarters, 12th COr.1Oat Aviation Group rcquosting porLdssion 
to destroy all :ccLlo.ininG classified documents. On 4 l'2.rch 1972, permission 
was rocu1vcd 'bo dostroy all doounonts not roquired as dirClcted by 1st .• vi8.tion 
llrige.do and 12th leViation Group Letters of Instruction. 

6. Operations: 

a. The oj,lorations soction provided staff coordination and supervision 
for all operations and airoraft nissions within the battalion. 'rhis >las 
acconplishecl 'bhrouch tho battalion oporations cemor utilizine tho ,"viation 
Liaison Officers an(l thoir ossontial oporations NCO's. Tho battalion 
operations center (DOC) was operational 24 hours a day. Lll nissions and 
oporatirms woro coordinated through tho 12th C"nbr"t 1.vintinn Group J,nly 
1.vi1o'.tion ~}lencnt of lfuadquarters, Third Rogional llssistanco Coml8Jld. Tho 
Battalion Opcrntions Centor providod liaison between the supported unit ane. 
supporting unit, assigned nissions, coordinatod tho battalion's aviation 
assots c.ml insured miSSion acc00I'lishnont. 'v1hcn roquirocl, tho porsonnel and 

"" .........:~'"-.-.----.--. -_._-----------_._ .. _--- ... _--_ .... _-_. 
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Battalion, i:'eriod Ending 31 J1arch 1912 (ROS; GSFOR.65(Ii;S) (u) 

oquipnant assets of the BOO ma.into.:L11ed the) flexibility to establlsh a Tactical 
Op~a.'l;ion3 Genter in forward area.s for extended peribdsof ttI:1Ei-. This forward 
TOG 900rdinated the battalioll'saviation assets in an ittea~ellloVed !'ron tho hone 
bases of tho iPT1atloh cmparries and noar the headquarters of .. the I3\lppo:decL 
(lonDand to facilitate close coordination of mission rirq\li~ementli!~ TGC "as utilized 
for a 45 da;y period for 21 November 1911 to 3 January 1972 in operations staging 
out of Tal! Ninh Province into the Chop Rubber Plantat±'on in Cambodia. 

- .-

b. During this reporting period the battalion sUppor-ted units in 1:R. III 
llith ooobt:>.t p.ss(1.ults, direot combat supports~ and otMr oombat IIItlPport [lis8ions. 
SpoOifio missions included, etlergenoy armed helicopter standby eaoh niGht at 
1'1t'.Xltation, Bearoat, -LoIl8 Than North and l?hu Loi B£>.se Camps" ~litt~ assault 
tr~ops and. equipnent, and providing ootllJandand oontrol airorM't, Bodovac and 
airorl'.ft reoovery. 

o. In early IlOVetlber the battalion aoquired the 111th Aviati(lll COLlI'alW 
(Assaul'c Holicoptor) and had. Operational Control of the 240th Aviation CO;ClPi'.ny 
(AsfJt".ult Helioopter). For the first tine in six nonthe, tho 145th ,'.viation 
]ctt~.1ion hc'l.d an assault helioopt.er capability. These t,ro lmits conduoted nore 
tlmn 1!i conbat assaults in .It 30 da;y period in support of operations oonduoted 
by RQlJal. Thail~.nd JI:r:cry Volunteer Forcos, Regional Popular Forces, and. J.'rovinoial 
Rooonnaissanoe Units. 

d. The 213th Avia.tion Conpany (Aslt' "l't :rol) 00ntinuoo. tr> prryyido 
gon~t'~ SUP-loort 'for all non-divisionalllXlits in }!ilitary Rogion III. During tho 
ro)?orting period, tho CIJ..47C helicopter support shifted fron support of United 
Sta.tes J:cr:rw and idr Foroeunit:s to Republio of Viotnara i=ed Forces. This was 
clue pri:. ... ....rily to the shift of t~ oonbat role to tho .A:tl.VH Foroes in South Vietnan. 

0."". 'l.'he 334th Aviation Conpany (Corps) _sassigned two nissions. Tho 
floxst 1:1ission renains olltssifieclMd 'oeyol'id alllS'cope of this report. Tho seoond 
W£'.S to provide aorial woapoPssuPPO:l:,t' 'ln oali -in lIinta:t'Y Region III. 

f. The mssion of the 25th Avi~tion COl'lPMy (Cor')s) rOl'laa.ned unohc".llged 
during the reporting period; tb pt'Q'\rideionediato and respons-iva a.victiol1 support 
to the 'fhird Rogionr>J. ll.Ssist~ce C0Brland. Durill8 Jt\l'lU8XY 191 ~ two e:,clcL1tional 
0H.58/. holicoptors wore a1;ti!,(jh~d to tho 'conpalW to provide support fer the 5th 
BattclJ.on, 42d l.rtillory '{Non...Div;l.sidp..;l}. 

';1. 

g. On 20 Hovenber 1911,. the 145th ;,viat;l.on Battr>J.ion was givon -hIm Wl'.rn-

1ng oxcl~ to propare"to llUPPO~ P. rJajor offonsivo by forcos of III COl::llS n.llcl tho 
3<1 Ail:bo:r:ne Division, both f.:)i'llT organize.tiona, ..1.,nto tho Coop ltubb~ Pl--mtt'.tion 
Ct';lb6dit'., The ba'itllliol'l TOC WlloIl estp,blishod at Tny Ninh WO,at-on 21lTovenbor 
1971. t\J:J.C\. ~ o;jQrMJ.cns <tenrmm tho follOWing day. Tho initit\l ~r:"~o:t: tho 
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1 April 1912 
O)orational Report - !,c(!:J.;ns warned, 145th Combat 1.vhtion 
lln.ttalion, Poriod Ending 3i K'1X<La 1972 (RCS: CSFOR-65(R3) (u) 

o))era'';ion required two CH-47C helicopters, two UH-1H armed heliooptors, tvTO 
AH-1G attaok helicopters, and tvro uH-1H utility helicopters. Those v~~ornft 
oonduotod oombD;t reoupply and a:nned eoeort oUosiono into fin.> fJUpport bafJOS 

"~ong tho C<'J'lboo.i.an broder fron Thicn ligon to thc "Fioh Hook". During tho hours 
of CL-.;rlcneso t,va .lli·1G ~.t'Gp.ck heliGop'Gen cU1rl. a UH-1H utility helioopter equipped 
wi th Nil. IV flnxeG were on emergency st[1I1dby at Tey Ninh Wel1t Idrfie1d. All 
elements of the 10.1';'rono Di YiM.on progressod ttl' highway QL 22 north,,,eot of Krok 
tovlr'xd the Cra1l1 ;Obnt",t5.C'n, Oll.nO crago holicopters waro required to oonduot 
rosupJ?ly missio:(ll! :t'J~om ,'hain N:; en to fire bases and mght dofonse posthions 
30 =tioo.l nilns ',IHhi n C"p:boii 1.110 The 5th fEVN Division pushed North and East 
of Krok jyto thl) "..i.lJ.a(';o of' l1~;,-,bo", On 0 :Decembor 1971, M armorod elomont of tho 
5-th Diyj.i~:t on bO\;0Ii) cO)~·.QI:)tGl~( su:c-rounc.cd by ft. regiment of North Victnru~1oso 
R~guL.. ..... rG:) :ll1 il1i~ono() rrlGl,..f.iOr und g:r.oun:! attn.ck was It"1.U11chcd by tho NVI. ill o.n 
rditcnpt to :J\To:L'l'cln the s'.~.tronl1dod unit, Two CH-47C oargo holioo11tors ,r.l.th 0. 
liGht firc to(1):! of i'\i: ... ~, o.na. light firo toam of lill-1 H £1=od helioo~,tors in 
Sttl)j)ort o.'ctC,[Ji)'i;co. to :r.0sup'!ly tho beleaguered clUes. Ono CH.-47C rooeivod 
i,r[;onsivo 51 o~;L.:'b~,r 8.nt:i,"n:t~:)rni't fire from undetootod positions S=OlUlding 
tho lc.ndtng zono !'.nd crm:hed ~-T:i thin the po:::i[Jetor of tho ARVN defenso pooitions. 
Tho oroy, OHCf\Qorl w'ith rJ:~;.\1'1:r. ~:~ljuriosOo T"no crow U[I.S Qvacuo.tod uncl tho :position 
rog-''-J.ll)lL(~ '[;h(1 follo;ling ccr>:y c;(: j;ho oost 0:' c, ,()H~'!}I :e;:om tho 11th Comb.'1.t ilvil:'.tion 
po.:li-c(.'.,liol1. to :.\':It:i ... ~,:i:l:'Q:r.p..ft f:i.:r.00 ThG Of.fC.!"1<d:\'"8 (i.:rGW to a close ld th tho CIt'dorly 
"r.i:'chclro;·,·~ of .:~}{v.~j ];o:rCG~: f.ro.7l r][\I!lbodia on :5 .JrxraH.:ry 1972. 

::1. On'! J,'m.llu;"3' '197':r tho 120th l.yif'.t::,on Ger.11Je.ny (Assault Hol!oo;)ter) 
vT[',;3 2.zr.d.f::rj .("'o. 1;0 -bAl:J 1.~~ ~s·,~~ ~ ... -rril\tiol1 BRttn.1.ion a.u r'~ :o:'Qsul t of tho inc..otivcJti0n of 
tho 165'th :o;bt5.0D, Gronp (Combat). Tho 120~: •. 1' .\,,3,;:,';;;,on Comp£1.ny I s nission VIr'.s 
·CJC.l.")M(lc£~ f.~:()::1 gO:'.1crnl CUp]lO~:'~ of Hoadqun.r.tors~ lJ?.:'J.i..Y and. Hcadqu~.rtora, Uc..av in 
FobJ..·U2XY 11.;·1 Un:i'G9 of tho 1/o.5th b. gM "t;Pl:d. ,L,'.1 op~rations. Tho 120'Gh Ilvintion 
C~PC;:'\f 1"1['.3 ::cc,.:tcgnnlzal 1Jx~dc:~ n Dc-::liri~(l 'i.'0h:1.:) of O1~.s:"'.u:!.ze.tion Mel EquiJ}tlcnt· to 
broe.don i~C3 }In.}?porb 1::('18 e.G 2. roc.:i.(h.1.~l F1v:!..~t,:fon 1.::.lJ'j:~{, Six CH-47C Qnrco holicop ... 
tOrB, fiv.:: U;:';-lH bL'lj,cOlYi;(?xs ano. f5'TQ OH"58.il. J10:'j,0('I'tCTS wore cilG.ed to tho 
~s".ir-,tion ~.8S0.l;;J of ··b!1o COt1pC\.i.~r" 

i- Tho £j,::8+· oJ.c'U('r!.J,j 0.: t~Kl 145+;:t L .. ,,~.t:?·LL,)n Dr>.:~;t,pJion to roooivc str.nd down 
2.c'1d rodopl'"PJI1on'~ :l..fis"i;rllOi;iol1.1 ~'n.t.3-tho 334"1:21 ..f.~y:Ln.ti,Xl CUt.1Pony (Assault IIclioOJ?tor). 
On 3 Fobrun:cy 1972, tho :'i3/ftn, /ll,ir,tion (lCXl;>·-:illY bog'\\1 Bt£>.nd down oporctions in 
prOll~[\tion f·')r 7:0doploYf.1ont to Fort K..."10:-C? K'L,) 

~::.; j~ Tb.0 2";31-11 ii!JOn.u.lt Support Hclicopt0:r cO:·~.:t.t(f r..nd. tho 25th Avic.tion 
COfJl'Cl1Y (Corps) :>:-::'coivoii st8A'1cl down instrJl~tj.0ns on 15 Fobrtlc"X'J 1972. Tho 
213th 1.viation Cotl}?2,!',y r;plit its nnsots b01;\fO(?n :r.od.oploymont to tho United 
Ste,tos Eighth l>rny "~'1Cl, tho ']201;h Jwiation O,)r~)'.:1Y" J'ho 25th J,vic.tion CCODnllY was 
rodoployod, oolora only~ to US.UUi1OR. Th.oso twC' ·.:mJ':'(j MOOI1plishod their stend 
dO;111 with n mL'1inum of 'bu:moil. On 1 March 1972, the 213th J.ss[1lllt Su:;.yport Holi­
OOl)tor C"lTPMY roccivocl notificntili>n th.c'1.t it "'2.S to De inactivatod rnthor th.'1J:l. 
tlcj?loyocl to USAEIGHra Tho unit roceivod instructions to turn' • thqir oolors 
avor to tho 12th C.-,Dl)~.t J'vie.tion Group ]?Onding offioip~ fo=c1ing·~1hst=ctions • 

------------_._-----_._---. . _______ .. ___ . _____ ..... __ • ___ .• __I 
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1 April 1972 
O)eo:ational Rei'ort - Lessons Learned - 145-oh Combat Aviation 
Bat"GaUon, Feriod EnCiing 31 I'larch 1972 (HCS: CSFOR-65(R3) (u) 

k. On 20 February 1972, the 117th Aviation Company started stand clown 
operations. \"lith the exceptions of ferrying aircraft to Cam Ran Day due to over­
load conditions at Vung Tau the operation "as accomplished efficiently and rapidly. 
The colcrs of the 111th "ere sent to HeadQuarters, US.AII.!;IGllT. 

I, On 1 llaroh 1912, the 120th j,viation Company, the last operational 
aviation unit'in the battalion, _s reassigneCi to the 12th Aviation Group. On 
the same date, ImC, 145th Combat i.viation Battalion received stand down instJ:ttotiol1s. 
The 120th Aviation Company rematned as a residual unit to the P>epublic of Vietnam 
and RHC, 145-Gh Combat Aviation Battalion colors were redeployed by color detaoh-
ment to Fort Ruoker, Alabama. 

7. l.viation Safety - T"o aocidents occurred during the reporting period "bile 
flying 23,244 hocu:s. 

a. On 10 Nove;llber 1971, a UIl-1H had a transmission failure "hile in flight. 
The aircarft crashed and burned on impaot. There were a total of 7 fatalities. 

b. On 15 November 1971, a UH-1H on a medivao mission had a number one 
hanger bearing failure. The pilot analyzed the trouble as a partial transmission 
failure ane. executed a do;m wind approach. -The aircraft made a hard landing ro­
sulting in damage to the skids, cross tubes, aircraft under belly, and tailboom. 

8. Logistiosl The S4 Section provided staff supervision and ooordination for 
all logistioal operations within the battalion. FreQuent staff visits and inspeo'~­
ions of subordinate un! ts by the S4 staff with Gmpbe.sis on instructional t'.Sflis-cal1oo 
and oomplianoe ;Ti-~h applicable regulations and policies were conduoted. 

II. (U) Lessons Learnedl All commander's observations and lessons learned were 
oompiled into the l.rter Aotion Report on lnactiv<?tian ~ the 145th Combat i.viation 
Battalion at'baehed as inclosure 1. ," 
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