
The 145th Combat Aviation Battalion (Vietnam) Association is a 
~raternal Veterans organization ~iled under IRS Code section 501(c)19. We 
are established ~or the purpose o~ holding reunions, writing unit and 
batt·al ion history, and to re-establ ish the comradery o~ the Battal ion, 
units and Detachments associated with the 145th CAB, (45th Trans BN in the 
early days). We are trying to locate everyone who served with the 145th 
Combat Aviation Battalion and the 45th Transportation Battalion in 
Vietnam, the units listed below: 

A'Io'ietllllnOlllm,anIQ 
HHO.;, 

. 1.l1li' 
.211t~· 
latI!r," 

Many oT these unit • • erved wi.th the 145th Battal ion Tor. just a short 
time in Vietnam. To' trullol're-establish the comraGlerlol ofth. unit. we 
welcome, and hope. for, everlolone assigned to these units to join in with 
us. To us a unit is a.unit no matter what other Battalions it rna ... have 
been assigned to beTore or a~ter serving with the 145th. 
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145th Comba.t Aviation Bat.talion (Vietnam) Association 

JANUARY, 1991, VOL. 16 

"OLD I ..... JARR I ORS" 
NelNsl et.ter 

3719 FOREST HILL (WE. FORT WAYNE, IN 46905 
1-219-483-5149 

We have had a very good responce in ren.ing Mllbershipsand joining the Association, but 
we still spent IIIOf"e in 1990 then we took in. H you check the Nil ing label of this nwsletter, 
you will see your llellbership status. Themailinglabelwillsayl.IIIer .• or ~~ease,r:er-, or 
Please join. H it says Please renew or Please join then please send in your $10 .~ship dues 
so we can keep locating new people. Salle people have asked for a reminder of when their dues are 
due and the individual mail ing label is the easiest way. The 89--'30 IIS11bership year exp'ired on 1 
July, so check your IUllbership card and please ~ if it expired in July 1990. . , 

I think I will actually get this newsletter'out on tilne. If it seems like these _I.t~ 
are close together its because the last one ",as so late. £n 1991 [ will try to have each of the 
news letters out on time. 

The T-shirt sells have been going real 1llE!1I especially the Association _ign. Along with 
the Association, we also have unit T-shirts for the 68ANC, 118AHC. 12OI'iIHC. t2U\HC. 135AHC. 
19OAHC, urr, 197th, and 334AHC, and I'm working on the design far the 72AHC. Far __ dRails on 
the T-shirt dl!signs see pages 19 and 20. And ['m working on __ of the unit T-shirt designs. 
let me know which design you want H to work on next. 

You "'ill notice that starting on page 2, is a uction called Readers ReaporlR. I look 
forward to receiving your rltSJlOflft fr_ thi!; newsletter and hopIt to find ~ __ ·of the 
details of our history in your responDS. Sf) Send .in whatever info you can and of course WI! are 
always interest in any remarks \IOU may have. The Readers ReIlJlllftH HCtlon of the _Itttter is 
your section. written by you, [ will put in allllost everythi"" you send in. unl_ [ fHI that 
you didn't want it put in, space permitting, if \IOU .mark It for the R R section or not fpr the R 
R section it will help. Let me IcnoM if you think therI!. is to IIIany Editorial !Iotas. lIDstare.to 
explain why I do things certain ways or give credit where credit is .... Writi"" the Readers 
Response section gives me a chance to catch up on the IllaH. if you have written in your letter 
and answer is probably in that section. 

r have gotten many positive cOlllllents about the articles: about the Battalion HistCll'lj, so the 
article continues in this newsletter on page 1 ... 15, 16 & 17. The article deals "'ith thetiIH 
period 10-20 June 1965. If you would like to see llare. detailS on your ti_ with the 145th plHse 
send in any information you can. Rem!lllber I was there'. i.fl 69-10 and that's the only tiM perlod 
that I can Nimember, so please put in as many details'.' as possible. And for those of you who 
served with a unit before or after it "'as assigned to the 145th please send .. info on your unit 
so I can cover them better. I1y historical infonnation f'lle is still very thin ~fter Tet of 1968. 
so please send me any information you can, try to. put as close a historical date on it as \IOU 
can. 

If any of you have any sets of orders that has any information about anyone who served with 
the units listed on the cover of the newsl.etter please send me a COPY. if \IOU haven't done so 
already. The information may help locate them. If you have any old address please send -U-. I 
need all the information you can send. If you have any current address or can get any current 
address, I ~ill put them on the newsletter mailing list. I would appreciate it if you could copy 
the top of the cover page and post it anywhere some of our former IIeIIIbers may be, VFWs, AnI. 
Leg., Mil itary Post, Guard Units, etc., etc • 

This neolsletter contains all the information about our 1991 Reunion, and includes forms for 
you to send in to the Reunion Committee. It ~ill really help the.Reunion Committee if you send 
the forms in as soon as possible (ASAP). There is infOnDation about the back-up hotels and 
campgrounds, .the Hol iday Inn is fill ing up fast. I tallcect with Sen Kenyon a few days ago and the 
Committee is really working to put together a fine Rl!!union for us. There is. a good possiblity we 
could have Over 500 peopl.e attend the Reunion including f_ily _bars. We have about 110 fOf'llll!r 
members of the Battal ion that 1 ive ~Ith in a 45 minute drive of Fort Rucker. SEE F¥l6E:S 9-13. 

I hope you enjoy this neolsletter, I tried to put in lIany interesii.l.g articles. PlNse ll!!t 
me know ~hat '1\')' think, positivli or negative. If you have anything you think would be of 
interest please send it in. I lIIOuld appreciate it. 
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. READERS RESPONS~ 

Here are Sale of the letters I have received since the last _letter. I thU1k all lOtIO..-ote in 
and I invite l!'Yeryone to write in. I think this is the best part of the _letter.· PI_read 
the letters. I think you tIIiH find thelll very interesting. And this is about the only tolay that I 
get caught up on anStolering IIIOst of the lIIaii. So please read on for the answers to the letters. 

Dear Jim .. Deb; We are looking forward to June tIIith eager M1ticipation - I think this one tIIiU M< 
a blockbuster. Have located only 2 that I don't see on the last roster: Orlie J Ik .. wood (J~). 
wHe Glynda. 11917 BrooIaoIood Circle. Austin. Tx. 78750 Ph 512-258-5437. 118thNIC 1966 "ajar 
C.O., and James J Ransbothalll, wife Janie, 1646 Greenock r."e, Fayettevill4t, PIC 2830+-2930 Ph 
919-425-1561. Exec Off. 145th C.A.B. 1968-69. I gave both applications for ae_lNIrship aaybe th4ty 
have joined by nt;lW. Also sent info and application to Michael Lindell- he is alrody on the 
Roster as norHIIE!IIIber. I have reservation at Holiday 1m - spoke tIIith Charll!S HMI4ty - he also has 
reservat ion. Getlrqe Owens 
(Editorial NOte) Thank you George, Jill Underwood and James Ransbothalll have both bMn atIIMdto the 
aailing iist. I sent both of thenI a newsletter vol. 15 and a 90-91 Directory. Hopefully both tIIill 
be at the "91 Rewlion, sounds I ike the hotel is fill ing up fast. In the next 14ttter you will rod 
that .Michael Lindell's IIG unit was activated and he is back on active duty at Fort Bra!l!l. I S4tftt 
a nllllsietter and Directory to hill at his home address. I WMIted to let him krlOlll that his friends 
frill the Vietnam War rE!llE!llber him. before he's in the middle of the next war. that ... support h_ 
and hope for his safe return home. 

Dear Jia, Have enclosed a check for 145th Aliso r_l. Hope it brings me up to date. ~ also 
throtoIn in a couple or so photos I took of the r."iat ion 1tIs_ last JIM'lIt. I most always IHIce the 
W-4 reunion there. Looking forward to _ing you next Year. t1y orrent t4tlephollll ,....,. is ('/03) 

491-62.88. The one shown in the Directory is an old one. One of 0I.r old 68th pilots (65-66) MI.Itv 
Lindell. is back on active duty at Fort Bragg. His HG outfit got activated! Also Jim. there! is a 
lIiss-speUing of a n-. in the directory Frank Rush,C6!'lth) should 1M! Rusk. Tallald to Frank a f .. 
days ago. he is fighting a second bout with cancer. Hopefully in ,..ission a second tu..! As 
Always. John Hope the 1OtI01e f_ily has a IIIOnderful Christmas and tMtst tIIishn for the ... Year. 
Jghn .. !!a.rbara Lanqwnser 
(EDITORIAL NOTE) Dear John. I received your Chris1:aas card yesterday and inclosed you will find 
ycQ' _ IHIIIIMtrship good till July 1992. Thank you for ~ing your •• hrship. that'stlhat keep 
0I.r people located list gNlWing. Deb and I were at Fort Rucker the last Part of July 19!1O and ... 
really li.kl!d the ___ • I'll sure 411Yeryone at the re\M'lion that tOIrs the _ .. __ tIIUl 
enjoy it. I'a looking forward to _ing you at the reunion. w'w caae a long way frill tha ... t 
and IIUIIdy tent in KoIa:no 1986. I'll glad General Kenyon could get our reunion set. for tha_ 
tiM as the! W-4 C0flII4tfttion. I have! corrected the spell ing of Frank Rusk n-. for the next 
printing of the directory. as well as your phone number. And I put Frank back on 0I.r _letter 
aait ing list. hopefully he tIIill enjoy reading the _letter toIhile beating the cancer. The lut 
nItoISletter aailed out has an article and SW'Yey about cancer. up he tIIill 1M! able to ·lIIhed 5I:11III 

light on NIlat kinds of cancer to look for and toIhat warning signs there are. I've talked and 
COl responed with Bob Wright a filii timK in the last couple of months. he really rINds some _al 
support now. His mother was killed by a burgler around the first part of Oct. The killer was 
caught and rIOIII they have the ordeal of tha trial. IIotoI Bob has to deal tIIith his angar about the 
IilUrder of his mother as well as his PTSD. Bob Mill be in the VA hospital frill 26 Dec !lO to 9 Jan 
91. His address there is: Bob Wright. VA.H.C. Ward 8. Itorthallpton. It\ 01060. After that he will 
be back at hoIIe. Bob Wright, 21 Arkwright Rd, Webster. It\ 015'10 1-508-943-9680. Bob says his 
faith in God and the support of his f_ily and special friends is all that is getting himthraugh 
this. You might lIIant to drop him a line every now and theft and let him krlOlll... care abaut his 
lIIe11 lM!ing. 

Dear Jim. How are you? I'm doing a little IM!tter. They changed my lIM!dicatlon a couple tiaes to 
help me after the IIIUrder of IIl\IlIOther. The hItoImeds made things NOf'St Caell:aril and Prolixon). I 
went off them after 1-2 weeks. Now I'll still very depressed. isolated, anxious and on tha verge 
of rage due to suppressed anger 'rtn lIa/il and the IllUrder. I sleep erract ically til i<th troubl ing 
dreams and nightmares but usually tIIake between 3 and 4 ttwashlng, crying and angry. w"re <IIIife & 
sons) are getting closer to God and. are getting strength from Him. Our faith is a big help. t1y 
wife bought me a display case for all my military medals. ribbons,. patches. badges. etc. Along 
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with framed Honorable Discharges (one frail activeAnly and one fNa 6 years in the Guard) 'I'. 
going to display this on the IllaH over my T.V. in the living rOOll •. ['. also including blaw-ups of 
sane slides from Ham. Jim, what I'll lack ing is a battalion crest pin (preferrably the one .. used 
in 65-67)· to include in the display, mine was lost in the shuffle over the years. [fyou could 
help out by Christmas l.'d appreciate it, if you can't COOlE! up with the older, original version 
['ll settle for the one used later. the one you use on our newsletters and .... ship card. 
Whatever it cost, let me know and I'll forlllard it to you. I'. due to go back into . the 
Horthallpton, m V.A.H.C. PTOO IJUT 12126.190 - 1/09/91. This is to help lIE! deal with my _tiler's 
IllUl'der and how it gets all lIixed up with ItaIn in my head. Would appreciate .cards or letters fraa 
Association IlEllbers while in the hospital, address is: Bob .Wri4jlt, WltC, Ward B, Itorthallpton, m 
01060. I lIet a guy named Danny the other day Mho served with the 12Oth, gave hill your address. 
phone l'IUIIIber and explained a little about the Association. The other guy, Wayne 4J'IdI, Mho also 
served with the 120th was very appreciative of your quick respOlnse of a n.sl"tter and is·eager 

• to get involved in the Association. Will sign off now. God bless you and your f.illl and have a 
wonderful Christl\as. Your Frilfnd. Bob Wright 
P.S. You can print this I"Uer if you want. Thanks for all your caring and support. Jill. say HI 
to Deb. 
(EDITORIAl IIIJTE) I calii'd and talkl'dwith Bob. he .... our caring and support now. I fftl that 
is the least I can do for a frilfnd and brother v.t. When r first ude CG'Itact with Bob in 1986 
Bob was working very hard to help other Vi"tnaI\ v.ts and everything· was going pretty Mltll in his 
life. Bob was very Milling and helpful in locating IIore P"OPle and helping to get our first 
reunion together. A few Neeks blL'fore our first reunion Bob calIi'd and askad llhat was plarw.d to . 
keep us in contact after the reunion. Hanyof the ideas for our Association ~ frIa Bob. n. 
next year everything _ to fall apart for Bob. Its bHn a long hard battle for Bob fighting his 
way back up. I've IcncMn many that MOUld have given up. but Bob is a fighter. I'. sunt Bob will 
make it back up on top. Just Nhen things MItre starting to ~ out for Bob. his IIOther was· 
murderlL'd. All I can do is to offer Bob ........ al support and bIL' here· Nhen he I'IIH!ds ... Any 
encouragelllefl'\ you can offer him will bIL' very _ICON. He .... our _al support now. His ~ 
is: Bob Wright, 21 ArbIri4jlt Rd. w.bster, m 015'1'0-1.639. Le::t let hill know _ care abou\our 
brother v.ts. I wasn't able to help Bob out with the Bn crest for the display, if An\,JIInIt can 
plHSlL' let hill know. 

Dear Ji. I IIoIOUld 1 ike to express my sinclL're thanks to you. bKause of your efforts in rIL'SIJIOInding 
to a request I IIade a whit" ago, I had a very pleasant surprise. I was sitting in my dan watching 
T.V. one ni4jlt Nhen the phone rang. I let the _ing llaChiM get it. My daughter a.n 
downstairs to tell III! I had a phone call fraa _III in Alabaa. This was quite a surprise since 
I don't know anyone from Alaballla. Much to my surprise it was Roger Dillow my pilot in NaIl. I 
t.aediatelll call1'd him back and WE! spent an hour or so on the phone. I'. looking forward to 
meeting up with him and others from the 68th at our Mxt Reunion. So Jill once again thank you for 
lIaking this possible. In appreciation please accept my SIIIilll donation to the Association. Good 
luck and keep up the great work \IOU are doing. Thanks Again. Walter Warren 
(EDITORIAl IIIJTE) Thank \IOU Walter for the $15 donation. How you really Icnowwhy we have our 
Association. to reunite old friends and have re ... ions. on the phone and/or in person. That's what 
.akes all the work worthl!lt! ile, and I pass on the thanks to all those Mho help locate IIore P"OPle 
for us. Most of the work of locating IIIOrE! people for us is done by our _bel s I!It!o very sel .. 
get much credit. so to all those, [ say thank you and [ pass along Wal tersthanlcs. Each till!! I 

• print a New People Located I ist in the newsletter many of QUr IIII!IIbers have a SIIIiIII reunion Mith a 
very good friend frtll many years ago. Every now and then stIII!OrIe will write in and tell about a 
special call they received. it happens hundreds of tilll!S a year. that's what keeps our 

• Association worthwhile. Thank \IOU Walter. 

Dear Debbie & Jim, Our family wishes you and yours a very specia!- Harry Christus and prOSlJl&rous 
New Year!!! Both of you have done an outstanding job, a job- above and b4!I,IOnd the call of duty. 
Mahala and Mele.Kalikilllaka and HaualiHakahihi HOlY. Ruth & stan Takeuchi 
(ED ITOR IAl 1fOTE> Thank you Ruth & Stan. Each year we get IIan\I IIany Chr isaas cards fraa 
Association _bers and we appreciate them all. SOllIe express best Wishes. others have short 
notes, and other contain letters. All of U- let us know that they are thinking of us. I want to 
thank all of you who have sent cards. we are thinking of you too. and wish you all thebest 
thrOlU\tl out the year. They llake Ale feel very special. and show the closeness of our Association. 
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as in clIDparison to na'tiotlal offices of V;F\W.s,' D.A;V.s,and ~ican Legions. A,5 far· as the 
"above .and ,beyond the caUof duty-. I'm Just followlng an idea. a dre;a. I had as I ~s 
preparing to leave Vietn .... , that some day we could all get toge'ther again, in a: peaceful relaxed 
surrounding. Hybiggest wish is that more of us be .able' to get together. all of us. The saddest 
part is that not all of us made it back haRe. And that many of those that have made it back haDe 
have not gotten the peace and joyes that life should bring. The best part is that . sO IIllIlY have 
joined and share the idea. I'll not quite sure if I got the spelling right or eXllctly what the 
translation is on the last part of the note. but it SOU'lds nice. 

Dear Jim, Enclosed you will find Illy dues for the continued support of the organization. Also I 
have taken a picture of the BOth Trans Detadnents Patch wh ich is enclosed. The two negat iVll'S 
should be of qual ity that you can work with should SlIDe one want to silk 5crN!l. The 1..., 
picture is. actual patch size. Should some one ~nt SOlIe patches there is a patch store outside of 
Yokuska naval base which does this by computer. Would have to check on his price first. lilt has 
more than '1000 patches on the walls of his busl_.· llIiil ia·nat the originilil"lIlltch· that tM 
detachment left Ft Dwen& with. I don't have one of those. to offer as a historical SllllPle. The 
unit had been in IIaIII two wears when I arrived. The patch ~ unfortunately rather drabllfldtM 
troops. wanted SllDeth ing br ilJhter and al so to set thai apart frill the 121st wh ich WI! were attactlad 
to. So what you see is what evolved frill a contest. Then they wanted blue hats to set U- apart 
on the fl ight I ine. So when the 121st Cdr observed the first Vi.","- laborer _ing a blue 
baseba.~l cap he asked .... CO if that was one of his _ repla~ts. And you CllII IA'Idarstand V­
is not enough time or space to explain the corMIf'SllUon after that. Also hwe anclosed.,' 
Ganaral Onders relating to to awards of the Presidential and liIalorous UnitCltationstM 1.WIit 
rllCeived.Thera is also DIll 6039 dtd 19"/0 which WIII'dIId tMMerltorious Citation. I _ unable to 
(i!)d'!-,PlPY out here in the Pacific Rill. Stateside posts lIllY have it. SaaeoIIII IIay be 10llking for 
this'tq, write the big story. Hang in there keep up the good work. Would enjoy to atWnd .... 
r~.ion.but [ will be in Europe .at the tiM~ '1Il!.We next tille. Yours Truly. Marcell. A Kl!'riMn 
0#. AVIi lISA Ret 
(EIHTORIAL NOTE) Thri you for renewing your m.bership Marcellus. And.thank you for tM pi~ 
of the SOth Trans Det patch. tf)eyiili11 be placed in the Battalion Display and IIIUI be availible 
when we are ready to start on Trans Detsilk sa eens for t-shirts. It would be nice to· get a list 
of the AnIy Avo patches that. the patch store outs ide YoIcu$Ita navd base has on its wall. IIaybe a 
few are ones were looking for. If anyone has one of the original patches that the BOth Trans Det 
left Ft Devens with plNse let me krIow.The information fraathe two8enerd Orders lIIill be addIId 
to the Bn and unit histories •. And the copies of the General Orders lIIill be added to the dispi'ay 
of lIilitary orders that we have. [f an"one knows where and how to get copin of General Orders 
please let me know. 

Dear Jim, Thank you for the .flIIOISletter I received recently - lIIas really great to hear frill you .. 
the Assoc iat ion •. Enclosed iii l1li bank draft for $77 US to cOYer l1li IMillbersh ip. to 30 J_ 92 plus 
the merchandise as listed on the green fann. Best wishes to all in the Association for Christmas 
90. together with a prosperous 19'31. GriM!!!!!! Price RAtHV/135th AHC. Oct 69 - Sept 70 
(EDITORIAL NOTE) Thank you fQr your outstanding support. It's always great to hear frill our 
IIlEIIIbers in Australia. HOpefully ['11 be in contact with more of the II8IIbers frill the 135th soon. 

Dear Jim, Am sending you money for T-shirts, use the rest of the tIOrlIIY as \IOU _ fit. Also 
enclosing a set of orders. hope they CIIDe in handy for locating people. [think· you llfIdyour lIIif. 
Deb are doing a great job on the newsletter. 1 look forward to receiving it. Keep up tM good 
work. Robert Raffaelo 
(EDITORIAL NOTE> Thank yOu Bob for your order for 2 T-shirts. one Association design. and one for • 
the 121st. and the $34 donation. I'm logging the information, frIJD the set of orders into the help 
find file. The first three. nlAbers of the social sl!Curityfll.lllbers on the orders tell me what 
state the people w.ere frIJD. so hopefully slIDe can be located soon. 

Dear Jill, Received the newsletter last week and to lilY suprise real iil:~ I hadn't paid lllldues.at 
the. reunion last Aug. Enjoyed the entire letter. and was .e5pel:ially happy to hear Bob,AnderSllrl 
had won the primary in North Carol ina. Hope he won the seat in the 8en11raIEledion. Also ~ 
Bill Frakers c~r,~s concerning Joo.,Jobe, Dlc:k Jarrett and Marv Dorr. All of us go bade to a 
time when Army Aviation was in its infancy, so to speak, and the entire Corp of Aviation wouldn't 
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equal half the rn.mber that ended up serving in the 145th.in "1IaIII". Enclosed is lIlY checIc for this 
year 'lIld neKt years dues,. "lIote, lIIYaddr-e!is c;hange back, to lIlY penaanent ,addr-ess in BryanICoUege 
Station" ,TeKas. StiI.! have,a couple of business enterprises in the Austin' Area, one with lIlY' son 
and another ,with another "Old Warrior" by thenilllle of Bill Rhyan. I(eep up the great work. 'See you 
in June at Rucker. Cal Dodd 
(EDITORIAL NOTE) Thank you Cal. Bob Anderson hasn't said how the election C<1III@ out. hopefully 
I'll hear fran him before long. I heard a fa.! of the stories BiU Fraker has. rII!Yer 'a dull 
IDOLlJlent, hopefully they all will be able to make the neKt reunion. lIopeofuIly all your busiflltSS 
enterprises will work out fine. When you see Bill Rhyan teU him were still around. bring hill to 
the 91 Reunion, it wil I be a great tillle for everyone. 

Dear Jim. [would like to thank you and [ enjoy your rt9!Isletter every t_ [ get it., I _'alot 
Qf name of people I knew in Texas in the 135th AHC, that I went aver to Vletna. with. I NDUld 

ike to say one thing. we didn't knoIOI what we was getting into. We didn't know it was going to 
.:ane back to hound US in the fona of PTSD. I was in a PTSO progr_ in the \.¥\ Hospital. Where they 
turn Veteran against Veteran. ~t there is a faw people who lied alot about ttII!N ViArt.naII 
experience just so they could get disabl ity and it lIakes it hard on other people trying. WIwI I 
was in the progr_ there was IMII"e drug addicts & alcohoUcs then straight people. ~tthe PTSO 
program in VA is trying to straighten it out. What I klXM of the 135th started in Bray ANy 
AirfieldTeKaS when the 135th was know as the I..Qne Stars and we went to VwIg Tau Vietnlll where 
the Calp<Uly' was reFlllllled and &pI it up and sent to other a.panies inVietnall. I went to the 
Greyhounds In Bear Cat. Host of lIlY pit went to. I went back to Vietn.l In 1971 and I helped stand 
the 135th doNn at ZeOlI and fralll there they went Mae. they served at VwIg Tau, Black Horse. Bear 
Cat. Dong TiIII. and Zeon. The 135th 1S1!f'Yed there Country in tiM of war. So this _letter is one 
of the best I've read. I would like to ask everyone that reads this _letter to get out and 
support the j:8erican Legion. DI¥J. and VFW. these people do alot for Veterans who need help. I 
belong to the DI¥J. We need to belong because the old lletsare dieing off, they need younger Vets 
to take lIIIer and fight for the ben if its the !JOVeIftIeIIt is trying to take, aIiIay frIa us. Also we 
Vietnillll Vets ought tp recognize the nurses and other ~ who also was Oller there to. who also 
have PTSO. So we should recognize these ladies. they went thraugh alot taking care of us when .. 
were all shot up. I got the T-shirt and I really I ike It. I washed It I ike you said and all 
colors are still there. In closing. I'll proud of belonging to the 145th C.A.B. Asso. Yours TrulV. 
R ichaN C Starkeu 
(EDITOR.IAL IlUTEl Thank you Richard. I think you will find that each group of Vets going through 
the PTSO prograll will be different. One tiM the progr_ will s_ like a waste of tiM and the 
next time it might be great. The aJIIOI.nt of trust built up between the guys in the progr_ usuallV 
detemines it effectiveness. There usually is a lot of drug addicts and alcoholics in the PTSD 
programs, both conditions are sOOletillles a SlIIlPta. of PTSO. In that case both PTSO and addiction 
must be treated. And there are cases where pepple claiming disablities frta PTSO never SE!fVed in 
the mil itary. One good thing about our Association Is the honesty, in 1I0st cases there is _ 
else in our Association that can verify the main part of each event. It would be nice if all of 
our people in need of a PTSI) program could be matched up and sent through a progr_ with other 
they lillere with 1Iam. Smething like this could be done with an origanization like ours but -.ould 
probably be to intense for VA to want to handle, and the counselors N.YVIing the progralll NDUld 
just aboUt have to have a Vietnam hel icapter creo.nember background. And I agree about supporting 
the Vfl,Js, Df¥Js, American Legions, etc., within a few years Vietnam Vets wil I be the biggest part 
of their membersh ip. And In just a fa.! years after that another group of Vets will take they turn 
when lIIost of us are gone • 

• Dear Jim, I don't know just how to start this letter. I just found out about your Association. I 
have a copy of your naoIsletter. I fOWld it interesting. [s there anyway possible. I would like to 
here from anyone serving with the Hath AHC Bien Hoa. I was there froID 70-11. I WOUld also like 
to koow more about your Association. [am also interested if you have any of lIlY unit patches. I 
saw in your letter you print T-shirts •. I need to see the designs you put on the shirts. col_, 
etc. I am in the V.A. hospital in Johnson City, Til. I ill having a hard t_ with IIy PTSO probl_. 
I would I ike any information you have on lIlY unit. This to help merE!li8ber what went on while I 
was there. I would also like to see if you can help .. locate a brother of lIine. His n_e is and 
all I know are as f(,')lows: SP4 Will iam Pierce, Hath AHC, Bien Hoa, 70-71, He c .. fraa Pagosa 
Spring. CO. he was our wrecker operator. This is all [ can rEIIIElIIber of hill. I want to join your 
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Associat ion. I am sending you $10 for my IIM!Rlbershlp. My naAle and address are as foll_: IVan L 
Gill ian. P.O. 80)( 613. VAHC. HOImta in HaRe. TIl 37684 [ MaS an EM. [ served with the 145th CAB 
with the l1ath AHC, Bienlioa frtlll Hay 70 thrtl Apr 71. I 'was a cook, ration person etc. IIIOpI! you 
can make heads or tails oflly letter. Ri91t now [... not thlnlcing very wH. ThankS for being 
around. Sincerely, Ivan L Gillian 
(EDITORIAL NOTE> Thank you Ivan. I'm sending. in another package, mr latest ,...letter, a 
dirKtory. Battalion historical info. T-shirt design info. and yoIr aeabership card. \top4tfuUy 
there are many naJIIe5 you rEIIRslIt.er frOll you to!.r in the dirKtory, and that __ of ~. people 
will be able to help you with !lOre infomation. [was with the 68th AHC frm July 69 - Dec 70 and 
raaeaber sene of the tillll! period you were there. I r~ the CIlIIIfIan\I areas. lIOVie area, day 
~. the Action 1m EM ClldI. gift shop. etc. [ don't rauabar the date right now but [ r._1Jer 
the Hath AHC Mess Hall being hit by a 122"" rocket. I'll add Sp4 Will iall Pierce to _ Help 
Find File and hopefully _ of _ people in Colorado .. ill look for hill. Pagosa Springs is aboQt" 
50 tom aUn due eas1; of Dlrango •. The 118th AHCpatc:Ms_ haw are r~·i_ ... .fraI 
David ,Ev_. origtiMI"""candition patch. the blow ttt ......... Utu..IIUdarter· ... ' ... he·,Gn 
the T-shirt _'gn. 
Dear Jia, Debbie. Ni! ,JIape this finds you guys •• ,.1l1li',.. fine hire. 8etting ...... · '.',.., 
holilrdtlp.·1Iorry to be _niH,. ~dues later U. t.IIIUaJ.. Wlth _ IIIWttchlf1tl Jabs.,., ... 
he.ClUe'! We'.,.. ,tanni,. on talclng _ vacation for the 9t ,RIuI-1on so we'll _ yau ...... ii"lf~ .. 
. aII·hlillP "",!WI .q'th'il1tI lftII\_call us! Bv the ..... ~ ,"- ,GIll _ ordIIr T"'1IIIWs .. iUl "h,68th 
lGI!Io! ..... ., ~ good Jab." ua at FtRuckar! aUI , __ 1114 , Blll 
BmllAtmE) ThaI1k yau BUI ,Joyce. I hope Jag likes till_ Jab. We',.. lOdlC4ng fCMll'd to 
_q _ at theRlulion. Everything going ral good.......... kids are dDt,. ·rol, .... ln 
schact1.. lI'IRd as per_ . .-- conversation till Top Tlgar T-.dIirtli are on there way. Take c .... ~· 

Dear Jill. Var effarts are greatly appreciated. Enclosed is an &Ktra $48 far the gaadof the 
.... 'IlhuIIts jtilll!tmt!heil\er 
<ED~_IIR1E) Thank yaw Jill., its so nice to be appNCiated and ~ing he.Ips. 

Dear Jill. I ... that _1 MIl are _ so [ thoutII'd I'd include a NIta. I enJav Nadq :the 
nwsletter , rwilllltng ~ 11.llBrship directory to _who's in thaN that 1 kIIIIW.·1 lik., to'Nad 
till unit hts_in too. I departed Travis in June 62 .. ith a> 01lher offlcers. MSt·of ..... bad . 
onlyMlClllfltly been dlecked out in the!liM (28 hours, I bel i_). I bel 1_ we __ till first 
NwevlllRfit tn •• We_ to get ro !Ii lAs by shlp in till near futI.re. we __ ... U-ted on VIe 
old .57th Trans in tent city at Tan Son NhIIt, Saigon. We didn't haw anyone with enough t_ to fie ",' 
an IP nor did we have a Mint. officer. The.y located 2 guys in country .. 3 of us who __ otter 
qualified drlllll straws to see who had to go to the 18th ~ Co (OTI'ER). Hone of the 3 of us wanted 
to go but Jack 1IiHn .. [ Lost. so we lllere transferred to the lBth at Hha Trang. The "!liM o.t 
mission was to support HII\CV HQ .. the 3 Corps HO <later 4). After they got their birds, that's 
lllhat they did. Ray '1inning (0I'It! of your -mars) MaS a ...tIer of that Nuey o.t .. stayed with V-
for a year, so he. can provide IIIore info. I _tion this because I've 111M!\'" seen anything in the 
fIIIIIIsletter about this Det. The amed gunships. \ITT. callie later in '62. tty second to!.r . _s in 
66.,67 with the U9AIilV Fit Det in Saigon, Tan Son NhIIt. We had 18 - UllFstil Aug 67"- the 112111 
started cOIIIing in. We also had 4- 6 !liIDs which we fLlIIII out of Hotel 3 OIeliport 3) at Tan Son 
Nhut. Also had ... DeHavilland Beavers (L20s) for close-in fl igllts, prillarily in III' IVCorps 
arN. I don't a- if.the Fit.Det ever -got a __ leal desiption or not. After [left in Sept • 
67. they lIOVed out of Saigon to Long Vanh (?) just south of Long Binh (lJSARV ..0), that was' the Co 
HQ of USARV Fit Det. While in Saigon they werllcolLocated right across fre. the 145th In HQ in 
that cClllpound at Tan $en. NhIIt. LTC Dick Johnson _s _ Co Cdr, by the way. So 1 don't know where • 
you can list .. for ay sec:ond. tour .O\ff!!rthare. &rI\iIIAII [ retired in '70 as a LTC. ['a working on a 
3 year civil service tlMr in 6erIIIany but will be returning to Patrick AFB in Florida MKt year- , 
thats haae. IIcIpI! to attend one of your .reunions one ofthase davs. Knp up the good work. [ .. 
sure you have a lot of thankful supporters. Best regards, Bob. Her:bold LTC, Retired 
CEDITORJAL NOTE) Thank you Bob and your ri91t. not enough has been said about the 145th Fit Det. 
or as sCllle called the Huey Platoon.ln.Newsletter ·Vol. 14, page 9, Bob LaHonte, tells a little 
bit about it. Hopefully _ will hear IIIOI"e about tt.. fMIA 0Ir readers. Fre. the inf_tion [ 
have the. 57th Med Det _s the first Junit to arrive in Vi",')111 with Hueys in FeIJruary 1962. But 
the 145th Fit Det was the first to arrive in Vietnam .. ith Hueys for the purpose for which they 
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used them, -(or cargo and troop transport. We should also have IIIOre info on the history and.ission 
0-( the 18thAYn Co, they held together all the AYn twlit in Vietnalllin the Hrlydays. I think that 
the USARV Fit Det used that as their name the whole tille they Nere· in Vietn.. H. ~ else has 
more' info please let us know. And Bob if· you arrive back in the states before J1nl!7th, 8th,and 
9th hopefully we will see you at the Reunion at Rucker. 

Dear Jill, Here are the ten patches you had asked for. As they are sold, Just dIIpositthe total 
proceeds ($40.(X» in the Association bank acct. I have already deducted that .".. the total due 
the Association frm projected patch sales. The Association (by ay figures) has received a total 
of $70.20 not COtwlting the projected $40.00 frOll these patches. It was anticipatad that sales 
NOUld be s10111, and it is no btrden on me what~· that it will take CJjite a ..tIUe yet to rK1Mlf" 
the cost of having the patches made. We will have than available for _ tillll to CUll! yet. and 
that is good. Ad ios for IKM, and have a HaPPII New Year! II iller !Dave Eyans) 
(EDITORIAL NOTE> Thank you Killer. I really appreciate \jIU' dedication to _ Aaac:idion and\jlU' 

8laking the 118th "ThunderIIird- patches available to the '''''11 of the U8th.lwant· to 
congratulate you and Sharon on the _ of your first baby being due on J ... 10. 1991. 

Sorry to be a late dues payer. Uncle SaIl gave III! a call and on Awg 1, 1990 I ... at n. 1tudcIIIP.and 
on Sept 20, 1990 in Saudi Arabia. Just retlrned Dec 15th so CCII rnpolldllllC:e is IIUghtlybehind. 
Albert J Willett QI4 USAR. "Spartan 28-
(EDITORIAL NOTE) I call and talked .. ith Al right after I received his let""". AI_II with. the tJtth 
AYn Bde lIhich consist of two Ikttall.ons of CH-47s and _ Ikttallon of IIt-Ss. I talked to Al aIIout 
the 145th Association adopting his unit, sending let.... cards. pac:kages, to .llbet II of the tJtth 
AYn Bde. He thou4.IIt it was a VIII"\I good idH. He _tad .. send the letters to the OIaplain to 
be distributed to the troops. So here is the address: 

Chaplain 
1fIC. 18th AYn Bde 
APO ttY 09657-4000 

Haw that ... have a unit and an address I would I ike each crt us, as an Anaciation .... -.11 a 
letter and let ttt. know that we support ttt. as soldl.ers doing their duty as ubd. and that_ 
pray for their safe return. By the time this _letter is rec:eived by you IIII! .. ill..t linly 
know if _ troops are in battle or if War _s avoided. [aslc each of you to think IN.dc 20+ years 
ago IIhen we served in Vietnaa, not klKMing fraa day to day what NOUld happen to us. and '- 1_ly 
it was with no .ail at lIIIlil call. As an Aviation Bde with CH-47s and tIl-1 aircraft _t of us can 
relate to the jobs these troops are doing. It's ay.... that the linaoe of the 1Itth liNn Ide 
includes the 18th AYn Co that served with the 45th Trans In and 145th Calbat AYiatlon Ikttalion in 
Vietnam. Let us let these troops knlllll that they are not forgotten and peopt. back here really do 
care. 

Dear JiIII, Just received the ~sletter, sorry for the delay in ay dues. no excuses. Inclosed find 
chec:k for th is and next years dues. Also inclosed is nIIIIIeli of t..o I ters of 335th AIle. 
Joe Harrison, 211 Hogan, Coppera's Cove, TI( 76522 1967 
Robert E Luke, RR-3. Box 188-1), Junction City, KS 66441 1968-69 

. Also inclosed are copies of orders, 1st AYn Bde 1967-68 with _ IIS.bers nIIIIIeli. Again, Sorry 
for lIlY delay. Keep up the good work. Sincerely, John BonacorP 

• P.S. 1 lllade lIlY reservations today (12128190) at Holiday 1m. they said tNy had plarRy h",t •. 
P.P.S. I think your Idea about adopting a unit is great. [ .. a Red Cross VoLunteer for Operatm· 
Canteen with 1st Div • 

• (EITORIAL NarE) Thank you John for renewing and for the address. I have sent both of .~ a 
newsletter and a Directory. I "'ill be adding the info frOll the 0NIet s into the Help find fU ... [ 
want to thank you for filling oUt the survey, when I80re are retumN I will CCIIpHe·.,. 
inforaation and separa~e by units, jobs, dates, etc, etc. and Sf!fI if we can aan sanct! out of'-IIfI\I 
of it. The individual information will be kept confidlmtlal and the OIIerall inf_tion ,.., 
conclusions will be publish in the newsletter IIIhen available. Hare and lore people _saying they 
have made their reservations at the Hoi iday Inn so it should be getting pretty well fill tlythe· 
tille .this newsletter is delivered, a ctIIIPlete Reunlon 91 package is on page 10-13. 

(')ear Jill, Returned herewith are your surveys on effects of Agent Orange and Pos1;-Tralal.tic stress 
Disorder <PTOO). Many of us, of course, supported the Ranch Hands in their defoliation • iss ion, 
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especially in the earlier days of the conflict ••• no effects here toIhat~. ill or otherwise. ·1'. 
saving a PTSD episode so I can exterminate _ liberal puke trying to follllu against our guys in 
SouthNest Asia. Texas cmrts .have already freed several veterans OIho've c1a~ fluhbad!s Iud 
theaI U- to violent behaviour ••• generally after prolonged sessions involving beer and tequila. As 
a tnatter of infonnation, the 57th l1edical DetachMnt (Hel icopter AlMluhnce) , one of the original 
145th CAB Ia'lits, deployed to Saudi Arabia this past August. Please include in your list of ·other 
organizations", one that is closely allied to the 145th CAIIVA, the Dustoff AsSOCiation. The 
organization consists of aet'tDedical evacuation crl!l>llllllbers, aviation ~ical officers. and 'others 
supporting the Army aeraaedica\ prograJII, past and present, in war and in peace. It's gennis NaS, 
of course. the experience in the Republic of VietnaAI and it's ftu'lder MaS a Dustoff crew c:hiltf' 
fran the 1965-66 time frame. The address is: Dustoff Association, PD Box 8091. Wih.riaM Station. 
Sao Antonio. TX. 78200. Hang in, Jill Truscott. Col. HS 
(EIllTORIAl IIITE) Thank you Jim, for any survey to be helpful It,... a larg. nu.ber of 
participants. When more of the surveys are returned the infor'llAtion .ill be a.piled and the 
resul ts printed in the ~sletter. All survey fOl"llls are confidential, _ parts of _·of the 
rmris .aybe printed but no authors given. I ... hoping that evt!f'\PM! .ill return their f_ soon. 
There has been IIIUCh debate about cause or affect surounding PTSD and drug and alcohol ...... "­
say drug and alcohol abuse cause PTSD episodes, others say PTSD leads to drug <V1d alcohol abuse, 
still others say the drug and alcohol abuse is self lIIdication for the PTSD lI!IIPto.s. All of tMH 
people are right and wong. .ithout Icnowing the person involved it is iIIpossible to lIalc:e a good 
judge.ent. There are saae Vets that use PTSD as an excuse. In.ost cases only the individual can 
detenli.ne their 0Mn IIIOtives. and 1hen only if a real case of PTSD is not to !It!IIer4I!. The ... in part 
of deal ing .ith PTSD is knowledge and understanding it, knoMlng that what .. are feeling Is namal 
·for our experiences. and Icnowing that there is hope and MIl can deal .ith it. And ll.lce ..,..,. of you 
I still need to set ~ and fill out the fOl"lll, l1l\I .ife has been asking _ lIMn I _ going tofUI 
out the fOl"lll and if I .ill share it .ith her. [t isn't easy to fill aut,. and sharing the 
inf_tion with her will be 100 tiMs harder. trust and being vulnerable Is still a prabl., but 
I will do it. Well -..gh said about the survey for Icnow. When liliiii" [ have ~ in the _letter 
for Other QrganlzaUons I will try to 1 ist the Dustoff Assoc. . 

Der Jt., Reference 11.115, pqe 10 an individual tNnted to Icr8I the origin of ,the yi.tUII ..,. 
.... 1_ for the &un Platoon of the 121st. Suggest he contact the folhMing individuals an ..... 16 
90-91 Directory. 1.Jerry Daly, 2.BUly Lindsay, 3.Joe laYu-, 4.Ralph H'mlr (not Ilsted). These 
people were all In the Wilt lIMn I arrived In J_ 1964 and the propeller .1_ and Wa1Ier 
Buffalo hIIrns ...,.. being usllllllllied into a VUcing HeJ.et. The wlanLcs a.par1Mnt doors Mere being 
painted with the _1_ and as usual door witching ~ on u aircraft ..... IllAlstltuted, 
transferred, etc. Hope this helps. Lindsey or Daly should r .. llllllllir the Wilt hlstorian"'_. 
putting all kinds of not .. in a big ledger. lkIfortunately other than ..... al Orders I ..t you all 
l1l\I papers are in Gawrlaent Storage when [ took this job if [ didn't can tt... [10 "ill be- another 
couple of years before I .. them again. I'. In the process of _lUng 11\1 _irs of that period 
and can in _ recollactions. [was the .. inten&nce offLcer 50 participation in operat"- tillS 

not ... daily activity. But I will _ any reterals for Infor.atlan JWI 64-Jul M tt.ltf'r_. 
Yours Truly, t!trctlLus Karrigtn. 17th A8C Q1 Box 3137, APCI SF 96tI04 
(EDITORIAL IIITE) Thank you, and you ..... right, pluse rHd GIl for a letter ,,.. 8UIU W Lindaey. 

Dear Jt., Keep up the excellent work you are doing in lceeping old ties going and..-ing 
friendships of the past and 5C111etilllH. trying tiMs. Ycnr efforts are lIfIfI"Clated. I'v. Included 
11\1 check for ... bership "-1 - ..tIat a good deal. In response to ".F. Cusick'. curiosity about 
the 121st Aviation Co "Tiger and Viking" _1_, I served '11th the 12151: fraa January 1964 ttru 
Jan 1965. "'ite there. [.as told that the 121st had a Bengal tiger u a .. scot but that one of 
the guys one day playfully tllrew a pond .. liner over the tiger while It .... lying down and Ju.ped 
on the tiger. Tn.. tiger did Nhat ~ of us MOUld do - it carn up '~ing. Arwy pOlicy naturally 
conderned the tiger-and It MaS banished to a zoo in the U.S. - As for the Viking_I .. on the 
gunship nose, [painted on the originals in about Hay 1964 after activation of the gunship 
<Viking) platoon. We got our 10 hours of transition training fl'al the ~21C's tottle n. 1If-1B's 
in Ving Long (UBth AYn Co) and then !)Imnery training frartthe guys of the urr out of Saigon. As [ 
was only a WIl Jug One WIll at , the tiM, I waS not privy to eKactly who c_ up .ith "Vikings" and 
for what reason but,we LiJced it· and' it served us well .. [am currently flying a 111(117 'or .. lrteOCY 
medical service. Sincerely, Billy W Lindsey, OW4 USA (Ret) 
(ED IIITE) Thanks Bill. Page B 



"REUN ION 91" UPDATE, c The 1991 Reunion wili be held at Fort Rucker, Alabama, on 7th'; 8th, and 9th of June 1991, that's the same week-end as the W-4 Convention at Fort Rucker. A "Early Warrior Reception" will be held sta.rting at 6pm, 6 June at the Ozark Hoi iday Inn. Page 10 - 13 of this newsletter is the most current information from the Reunion Committee. It is arranged this wa.y so it can ea.sily be taken out of the newsletter if desired, and can easily be found located right in the center of the newsletter. There is a reunion form that should be sent to MG (Ret) Richard 0 Kenyon a.s soon a.s possible and include your check to cover 'reunion cost and meals. On page 10 is basic info on reunion, page 11 and' 12 is the schedule for the Reunion, pa.ge 13 contains info on lodging in the Ft Rucker area and air transportation information. 
The Holiday Inn in Ozark, AL will be our main host Motel, it has 71 rooms reserved for us and one of those will be set up as a Hospitality Room and the other 10 are reserved for our reunion. As usual each person will make their own room reservations, to reserve a ,room you must tell them that you are with the 145th Reunion and one night's money or credit card number to guarantee to hold. Anyone attending by , themselves and wanting to share a room the Reunion Committee and hotel are willing to help set it up. The normal meal cost in that area is less then $10 per meal, the Sa.turday Buffet meal charge" is $10.50 for each adult and $5.25 for children, the Reunion Fee is $10.00 per family. When looking over the schedule you will see all the exciting thing that that the Reunion Committee has planned for the reunion, tours of the new museum, flight simulator center, briefing in Post Theater about Fort Rucker's current activities, parade on main parade ground or static display of current aircraft, and airfields. Most of our activities will be combined with or shared with the OW4 Reunion and 114th AHC,former members. This will really be great for many of our members were OW4s and some of those also served with the 114th. The 114th AHC may have been under the command of the 14:5th for the first month it was in Vietnam, although that hasn't ,been ,conf,irmed' yet, the 114th did serve in the same Battalion as the 121st AHC during most of its time in Vietnam. Dress will be casual and you may want to have swim gear with you. Everyone I have talked to about the reunion have been very excited about the location, and the people who served with Gen. Kenyon are very excited about him being the Chairman, they say that everything he dollS turns out great. 
Richard Kenyon served with the 68th Armed Hel. Co. and the i97th Armed Hel. Co. in 196:5 as a Captain and served as the Battalion Commander of the 14:5th C.A.B. from 10ec 10 to 19 July 71. Since his retirement from active duty on 30 June 1987, he is now the Honorary Colonel of the 145th Avn. Regiment and head of a major corporation .in the Fort Rucker area. 
Watch for "Reunion 91" updates in future newsletters as the plans come together. ,The next newsletter will have this Relmion Information package and, will also update the Air Transportation information. The Reunion Information will be sent out to every one we have an address for, tha t will be over two thousand former mllmHrs of our un its before the reunion. 
Now that we only have 70 rooms reserved I would suggest that you write to the hotel and reserve your room, pleaSl! state that you are with the l45th Combat Avn Battal ion Reunion on the 7th, 8th, and 9th of June 1991: Holiday Inn, Ozark, 1:51 US HolY 231 N, Ozark, Al 36361 1-205-774-7300. And for your convenience the even numbered rooms are on the pool s.ide of the motel and the odd numbered .rooms are on the outside of the L-shape, for those that 1 ike to party ask for the even numbered rooms and those that want it a little quieter ask for the odd numbered rooms. To guarantee to hold send one night's money or credit card number. 
General Richard Kenyon and the reunion committee have been looking at a back up motel to handl,e the over flow, see page 13 for a complete I ist of Motels in the area and their pr ices. For those want ing to camp there is a 1 is.t of CampGrounds on page 13. I've talked with George Reese who served with the H7th AHC 11-12 who operates, the Yankee Trader in Enterprize and he will be co'ntacting our Reunion'Comm.ittee and the OW4 Reun'ion people about setting up his Vietnam Display at theR.union. That's the display that was set up at the VHPA Reunion last year. George collects, buys, and sell'S all types of mil itary memorbUa all the way back to theC!vil War'. Anyone wanting to do any trading George will be there. 

Page 9 



145TN COMBAT AVIATIOJ BATTALION (VlmWNAK) 

AUOCIATIOJl 

WILL BE ULD AT POiT JlUCnl, ALUAl4l 

7, i, 9 JUNK 1991 

Ul".ITUIJ: ,1)ID PLACJ: UTn ANNUAL CW' U1JIUON) 

The follow111li' pa"u prov1de J»lallln1n" 11!lform&t10n and a personal 

registrat10n form to be complete,d and returne'd to: 

MG (Ret) Jl1chard D. Kenyon 

c/o DynCorp 

P.O. Box '9 

Fort Rucker, AL 36362 

pr10r to ,0 April 1991. Please note that each attendee 1s 

respons1ble for making h1S own motel reservations! Refer Questions 

to Jim Bodk1n at (219) 483-5149 or General Kenyon ait (205) 598-

0401. 
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SCHEDULE 

(The dreas for the entire reunion leappropriate casual a~tlre!) 

Th,ursdU , 6 Jun,· 91 -

FrIdaY,1 7 Jun 91 '. 0900 ~ ? 

y, 

. ".' ,,' 

," ' 

""'I'Early'W'arrlor Receptl.on" -
outdoors at the Ozark 
HoUday Inn. Reunion 
registration desk Will be 
avallable.' Pay-as-you-go 
bar.' DlnneravaHable at 
the Ho liday Inn,' 

Renew acq,Ualntances at the 
La.ke LodgeQ):l LaKe TholoccO 

. iii t" ,." F·o rt· R.u c k e r . 
(Transportation will be 
availli.ble from the local 
motel e to the. Lake LOdge). 

,. Fleunli:>ri·reg1s t rat ion desk 
will beset up. CW4 
Fleunt on a·nd 114 th AHC 
attendees will also be at 
the Lake Lodge, Lunch 
aV.allable at the Lake 
Lodge .' 

optional Evente,,' 
(transp.,orta tion proif1ded): 

I"" 

"i \ 

1500 ~ 1600 

Visl t the new Army AviatIon 
Museum and the FlIght 
SImulator Complex to see 
the latest technology 
flIght slmulators (motIon 
base andv~sual dIsplays). 
Round-robin .buSes scheduled 
f rom the Lak.e Lodge and 
return. 

Briefing in 
whlch tells 
Rucker's 

,.B.,¢'tJ;CVl t les. 

Post Theatre 
about Fort 
yurrent 

·1600 _., l'7,!l);(!)"Parad'eonmaln parade 
groUndQL 'i3tatIc, i1Hplay 
of c.UrrentheJ1.c0Pters and 

, ,~', 

atrcra'ft at sa:mel oca t 1 on. 
'I"~ 

,D:j;,:nn~e· .. r, and t 'b·e- : fY,V e n1 n·g on ' 
,'yd,]J 17 ·"QW11. 



,~ , 

SchOduled E~ent. Continued 

Saturday. 8 Jun 91 0900 - ? Back at the Lake Lodge. 
BUS transportation from 
motels and return in the 
evening. 

op.t10nal EVents 
(Tran~portatlon provided): 

1000 -1600 

1800 ~ ? 

!iIl:lM.a;h '% Jun :91 0900 '~1030 
{,' .. ' , '- .) 

, ,(,< 

1030 ~ 110? 

If pan.deon·Frlday, .static 
diSPlay oftoday's 
helicopters including the 
AH-64 Apache at Hanchey 
Airf1eld. Museum again 
open for v1s1tors.' 

Buffet d1hneranct bus1ness 
meet1ngat the LaKe Lodge. 

Chaill'pa.g.ne Brunch a t the 
Off~cers'CJ:ub on Fort 
Ruc.keJ"; . Pay-as-YOU-gO at 
$5,95 per adult and $3.00 
per chlld (under 11). 

Non-denom1nat10nal. Memorial 
service at decteat10n 
center'Aud1torium. 

,~ , .~END OF PLANNED EVENTS 

All who desire c.au.'attend the. CW41!.elllitllon Picnic at the Lake Lodge 
011 Sunday afternOo1'l, ($8 .. 50 p,et lnd.lv~d'ual covers all you can eat 
and beer). 

\.'" ' 

, 



INFORMATION ON LODGING IN THE FORT RUCKER. AL AREA 

MOTELS: 

Hollday Inn, 151 US Hwy 231 N., P.O. BoX 190, Ozark, AL 36360, 
(205) 774-7300. Room Rates: Slnile $35.00 plUS tax; Double $39.00 
plus tax; 3rd person $5.00; chlldren under 19 free. Restaurant, 
pool, lounge. Make reservatlons early as Hollday Inn wl1l only 
block 70 rooms, but wl11 take reservat10ns for 145th up to all 101 
rooms. 

Bee t w~~ teri Ozark Inn, US Hwy 231 South, ozar.k, AL 36360, (205) 
774-51 .oom rites: slngle $27.50 plus tax; Double $32.50 PIUS 
tax. No restaurant - compl1mentary ·Cont1nental Breakfast, pool, 
lounge. (Ask for best rooms In new bUlld1ng). 

Econo LoUe 241 Daleville Ave DaleV1lle, AL 36322 (205) 598-
5304. ~oom ~ates: $29.00 plus iax for 1-4 persons. Jo restaurant 
- many faet food outlets w1thln walkln, distance - pool, no lounge. 

DaleVilie rnn, P.O. Box 1107, Daleville, AL 36322, (205) 598-4451. 
lioom ra ee: $30.00 taxlncluted for 1 - 2 persons. Restaurant, 
pool, lounge. (Ask for best roomlB 1n new bu1ldlng). 

T~e Gree~%ous, ,n~ ~ LOdn, 501 lB. Dalev1lle Ave., Dalevllle, AL 
:3 322, (5) 9 - 4 5. Room ntes: $27.95 plull tax for 1 - 4 
pereons . Pool, no restaurant or bar .110 iaal11 ties within wal k1 ng 
dlstance. 

lhe CQl9fY Inn, 630 
252. oom rates: 

persons $2.00 w1 th 
(closed on Sunday), 

Glover AvO., laterprl.e, AL 36330, (205) 347-
$34.00 pl1.11 talC for 1 - 2 persons. Extra 

max 1mum of II' "orsons per room. Res tauran t 
poo 1, 1 oun" •• 

~o~fort knn, 614 Hwy 84 By~pasSi Interpr!se, AL 36330, (205) 393-
:3 4. oom rates: $35.00 p lU hx for 1 - 2 persons. No 

restaurant, comp11mentary continental breakfast. Restaurants 
wlth1n walklng distance. Pool, no lounge. When calling, ldentlfy 
yourself as 145th CABV Reunion member. 

RECREATIONAL VEHICLE PARKS; 

Fort Bucker (A ttlve i~ty or Retired Ml11t~rt a DOD Civ1lians) 
Outdoor Recrea 10n,dg. 24201 - Lake T 0 occo, Fort RUcker, AL 
36362, (205) 255-4305/5768. 18 spaoes with water and electriclty 
(dump station on post), restrooms and hot showers. Rates: 
$6.00/day, 35.00/week. 50% d1scount with Golden Age Passport. 

Ozark Camper Park, 3 ml1es North of Holiday Inn on US Hwy 231, Rt. 
2, Box 448, Ozark, AL 36360, (205) 774-3219. 40 spaces with full 
hook ups. $11.25/day Tor 145th reunion. 

Mr. D's RV Park, 1 mile North of the Hol1day Inn on US Hwy 231, 
P.O. Box 1147, Ozark, AL 36361, (205) 774-5901. $10.00/day . 

... -..• - .. . ... -_ .. _-_._-------

TRANSPORTATION - The local airport 16 Dothan, Alabama. It 1s 
served by three airlines that ut1l1ze oomm.uter alrcraft. Northwest. 
Airlines comes In from their hub In Memphte , TN, while Del ta and 
Eastern come ln from Atlanta. The reunion committee Is arranglng 
discount air fares and the detailS will be provlded In the next 
newsletter. 
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BATTALION HISTORY 
BATTLE OF DONG XOAI, 10-20 JUNE 1965 

At 0100 hours, 10 JIft! 1%5, the l18th AHC was directed by the In Corps Tactical Operatlon Center to send 
its standby fire teD i~iately to Dong Xoai. They were told that the Dong Xoai Special forces CaIIp hH been 
under extrale heavy IIOrtar and guU arII!i fire since Midnifllt. The fire tea approached the toNn at 0130 tars 
and started llaking firing passes once they ~ in position Oller the tOlln. They ~ engaged by the Viet tong 
as soon as they began firing and the tracers fMII their !JI.IIS kept the enaay ~ alUM! of their position. 
Without the sl ightest hesitation, the two at'III!d hel icopters kept up a steady stre. of fire to silence the 
enaay guns surroooding the Special forces ctJIIPOIhI. IIot until after they hH eXjII!lIded aU their _itlon, and 
the fire team leaders hel icopter was hit by ground fire and the pilot~, did the two hel icopters leave 
the battle area • 

At the tille that the light f ire team was closing Bien Hoa, III Corps had decided to reinforce Dong ""-iby , 
helicopters at first light with Vietna.ese infantry. At 0430 tars, flight c:r-.; of the 1l8th AIIiatl.on ~ 
IIl!re on flight I joo preparing for the combat assault at day light. 

The toNn of Dong Xoai is situated at the MOSt iMportant road .;..ctlon in the heart of liar Zone D. The 
United States Special forces has establ ished a fortified cOllpOl.nd and _ strong points at strategic 
locations taking the entire area under their aRand. Hany parts of the fortifi.cations WN still under 
construct ion when the first _tar shells alIIOke the defenders. 

At 0600 hours, 10 JIft! 1%5, aU flyable Uath AIIiation ~ aircraft departed Bien Hoa for a lDIbat 
assault on Dong Xoai. The morale of the anpany was high. They had IJI"OIoIIl fond of the Special forces IM!r tIrM 
years in which the c:mpa.ny has serwd in Viet NaIl. Hany .ellbet s of the Special farces B ht.w-t at Dang Xoai 
Nl!re friends of the anpany. Although the tactical situation MaS extr.elv confused at Dang Xoai and onl" 
scattered intelligence as to the enaay's strength and positions had reached III corps, the llath lAS rNdv to 
do anything within their capabillt\l to aid the garrison under attack. 

Phuoc Vinh, the nearest fortified toNn to Dang Xoai, was the staging M'ft. El_ts of the 1st Battal ion 
7th Regillent ARVII, were going to Gke the first assault with the llath AIIiatian CaIpany. !lui! to the Ir!JIIIICIA of 
the situation, there was little tiE to gather data on the enaay situation. The landing· _ far the first 
assault was an open field two .iles north of Dong Xoai and next to the road that led to the ThII1h Loi 
Plantation. In case More ground troops WN needed, two -. landing zones..-e chosen at suitable svategic 
areas in the vicinit\l of Dang Xoai. 

The fOl'llliltion of 118th helicopters begin to receive fire as they began io descend east of Dong Xoai. On 
final ~ into the first landing _.ore fire was received. The flifll~ held ..... Hive fire as it MaS 

not kflOl«l at the tiE whether frlendllJ~ troops ~ In the area. SI!conc!s 1Ief_ the fll9rt tauched dawn the lead 
helicopter reported wha.t appeared to be friendLy civUians waving to tt.. fMII the edge of thtt landing _. 
The fl ight leader at once gave the order to the crews to hold their fire bacause thIIIf WN friendlV civil ians 
in the area. As soon as the ships lmded and the troops started unLoading the civil i.ans __ into ClJllCNLed 
fox holes where they hH their IIHIJIlIIB hidden and ~iately engaged the helicopters. !lui! to the fact the 
whoLe flifllt of helicopters..-e LOll on fuel and..-e iII1e to IIeaae airborne and out of the range of .all 
arIIS VI!r\I quickly, no .. Jor ~ to the flight elsllent resulted. HOIIwar,with the departIre of the 
helicopters, the Viet tong directed their fire on the assault troops in the landing zone. The 1IIa\I. had 
util ized the lack of inte11 igance on the part of the allied forces to their best alt.!anta911 at the a'UCial 
_t by deceiving the hel i.borne force.Once the troops ..-e CIIIIIitted, they ..-e aIIbushed. The Viet tong, fMII 
their well prepared positiOllll, lP,IIIt_ticdly cut down the lead el_ts of the 1st Battalion, 7th RegiMnt. 
Later when the battle was over, it was disclosed that the 1st Battalion ceased io be a fifllting unit twenty 
.inutes after ~ it was CIIIIIitted inio the Viet Cong trap. 

When the H8th Aviation ~ returned to Phuoc Vinh for.ore soldiers and #Yel, they WN inforMed that 
the Viet tong had anticipated heli.borne reinforc_ts for the surrounded Special forces CaIIp'weri! .. lOlling. 
strong ooits with heavy weapons and they intended to 0CCUfMj Dang Xoai. It was also disclOHd that all the 
friendl" troops had been forced ioreposition thelselves inside the .... in a.pot.nd that hH the best defensive 
capability. > 

When the 118th helicopters, loade4 with soldiers of the r.aining elements of the 1st Battal ion, 7th ARVIt 
departed Phuoc Vinh they set their organic arMed· helicopter platoon ahead of the flifllt to conduct a 
reconnaissance of the· intended landing lOllt!. The al'lled fire ZDneSllade repeated passes over the air strip .at 
the ThanhLoi Plantation for traces of the enEIIIIJ concentrations but were iII1eto find no l!Vidence of the Viet 
Cong using the plantation to stag attack on Oong Xoai. The fact that the erav up t.ntil the battle of Dang 
Xoai,had"""er used a plantation openly as a headquarters and staging area caused the flight elements to hold 
their suppressive fire power again as the hel icopters approached to land. 
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As the H8th ~,liation to.pany's fonaation of fOlA"teen troop hel icopter ~ the l;anding strip a 
hlW'd of cattle appeared;and IIOIII!d up the strip to the intended l;anding M"INl. The lINd helicopter INd!! a 
decision to l;and the troops short of the oril,linal intltndltl area. The decision sawdllalllJ liws. No 5OOIIII!f' had 
the slcids of the first helicopter touched grOI.IId Nhen a tI .endaus explosion was seen ;and hurd ;and felt. The 
~ had detonated a hugh cla~ .ine planted at the original l;anding M"INl. The explosion of thII .illlt .. s a 
Signal. Within seconds of the explosion. reports of autlDatic weapons are c_ fra aU uln'S of thII 
foraation. The soldiers ;and helicopters ~ caU!#lt in a hail stan. of bullets and exploding _tar 1'GIoIIds. The 
en.j fire MU CIIIing fNII eYI!IyIhere. rn the Mell lcept and beautiful plantation llallSions they wre firing fra 
windOMS and roofs. AIIong the r~ trees fire fra concealed lulIcers and fox holes. At once. the anII!CI Hearts 
of the 118th Aviation CoIpany charged in and fired l!\1ef'1lthing they had on both sides of thII helicopters still 
unloading their troops. At the sa.!! tille the door glftleI'S of the troops carries wre buming up the barrels of 
their Rchine guns to suppress the etl4!IlIj fire. It was only a fEM seconds since the foraation of the helicopters 
had landed. and yet it was already eternity for the hel icopter CI'I!WS and thlt AIMt solders on thII 9"QUnd.Scores 
of the brave little Vie~ solders ~ falling in front of the eyes of the helicopter CM!WS as they 
watched theot leap frill the aircraft and fall as I!ni!II!j bullets sl.-ed into their bodies. The hltlicopters wre 
also receiving heavy daage in those seconds on the lJ'tU'd. One of the troops carriers had a _tar round 
explode right outside the cockpit causing it to roll INf!f" iIMIIiately on its side. A split HCOnd later it 
exploded in a ball of fire. The entire Cf'aII was killed. The l't!IIaining helicopters wre taking off at this tille. 
All guns MI!I'I! firing. but the enaay fire was not decreasing in intensity. Fra roof tops ... indaNs dIIarMays and 
trenches. enaay bullets ripped into helicopters. When at last the whole foraation was out of range of the enaay 
Meapons.only one hel icopter reported lIf!9ative daIaagIt. 

The Viet tong had planllltd thII attack on Dong Xoai .. ith II4*'b care. ThItre.... no quntlon left in 
anyone's .ind that further heli.lJarne assaults into wailallie landing zones _ld _ annlllilationto thII 
lIa.ior'ity of the .-ound troops and at tr •• ndous risk to thII aviation .1-*. The 118th Alfiation . CaiIpany 
ctmander. in taporary cxaand of the entire AnI!! Alftatlon efflll"ts in Dong Xoat at the t. CII dec ed the 
rataining el~s .. ith troops aboard back to thII staging II'N. The last hltl icopters to land at "'- Villh...,.. 
two a!'IIed helicopters fNII the 118th. The fire te. rwainld _ thII battle area to act as radio ~lcatlon 
relay and fire SUJllllll"t for the .-ound troops. The light fire te. had ... "dld _Itlon UId hlldlost all 
~ications .. ith the .-ound asAUlt el_ts. It _ not a- at this t_ .... thar thII !/tMIcial Farces 
c:oIIfIIIUId was still holding out after alllOst 18 IIcIuI's of cantl_ attack. 

The 118th Aviation CaIparw,j's fl ~t lIUI'9IOft in ~ of the .... ical aid statlon at "'-= Vim _ at the 
~ication cent.,. requesting Air flll"Ce Cll30 trl/llJlllMs ill _te __ a IuIdreII _did MVIt svillers ...... 
a relayed radio CilIIe ~ fNII Dang Xoai. [t Mas _ of the Marl.-. III the Dong Xoai Spactal FIII"CH 
c:oIIfIIIUId. The ~ Mas tragic UId hItrolc. It said 1 _ using II!! last lla.tw" fill" II!! radio UId \hare Is no 
___ itlon; Me are all 1IOIIlda1l. __ of the __ ser~ __ d.,.. holding grenades .. ith AfM!I .. pins 
alroady pulled. The Viet tong.,.. attacking In '-all _. The last __ his Nan defea .. buti ... '_ 
expecting the next Nave ,... 

The ~ of the 1l8th who Mas pI'ft4IIIt UId hIIard the radio -.. stood up UId said "I _ gol"l In". 
With that hit wnt to the pvImd hltlicoptars. Five othar offlcws follCMed hia and enlisted crw .... rs Just 
cl iabId into their .. ts UId .. Ited for take off. 

Three Hl!llcopters dapartad "'-c Villh fill" Dang Xoal to evacuate the br_ solders ........... holding, out .. to 
the lut grenades. When tha\I wre about to clOD Dang Xoai. A -.. to all air Wilts III the Dang Xoai area 
CilIIe __ the radio. Dong Xoai _ dechred to I free strlt. area and ~Ing that IIII\IIId _ld,be'IIaaIIadUld 
strafed. The three hltlicoptars, _thelllllll .... tned on .. lthaut hnttltion. Such MaS the _al .... lIIIfttin the 
1l8th Aviation CaIparw,j. Had thltre Nan lilted far the entire a.pany to go to Dong Xoa1. thII OIIfIIIII_Id . ..,. 
volunteered to thII II1II. 

The 118th Aviation CaIparw,j's 1M! III"gAftIc hltllcopten again played a vital role in the !lUCCBllfu1 IlQaltlon 
... of the .ission. The a!'IIed I!SCIII"t contacted Air FIII"Ce f~tar Iabars in the..... and asle fill" their fire 

support. While the Air Force Rde thIIir IIaIb I'UIIIII __ the town the araId escorts _t in fNII the ~ with 
all guns firing. One quarter of a .ile south of Dong Xoai c:oIIfIIIUId .. s a .. ter C'OIISIllg. The Viet tong had 
concealed in the area two French arMred cars that ...... capturtd earl I.,. In thII Ila.UI •• The araId hltHcopters 
lien! aIlle to discovar these lIOIJile IINIJOIIS platfllr'llS wing thIIir 10M MlCGlllaisAnl::a by fire and IIIga9IId the. 
with rockets. Their accurate fire effectively relldlred the ~ cars incapable of furthar Clllllat. Had'thII 
.~ cal. lIachine guns on those arwored cars not IMtan put out of act lon. they _ld "- taken a serious toll of 
the troop carriers as they approached Dong Xoai. 

The three troop carriers ,.. IIII\IIId in fra thlt south. ThIty ...,.. fast ;and 10M ;and thIIlr door.--s ...... 
firing at any trac. of Viet tong activity in range. ThItre Mas constant firing ;and aarking of targris all alang 
thII flight route into thII soccer field d Dong Xoal. With a.plete SUl'lll'ise tha\I touched daMn in theSlll::Dlr" 



field outside the Special Forces CIIIIpOOOd. llastily, the Viet Cong organized an attKk. The aews reported I!fIMIY 
standing up on tI1e o:apound lIalls and firing doIIn at tI1e helicopters not .... then fifty feet away. While tI1e 
hel icapters were being hit frca all directions and the 'door gunners firing ,at point targets at close range, a 
CN!II chief Leaped fl'(8 tI1e heLicopter and exposed hillself CXIIPleteLy to tI1e IIrIe.y fire. He fired a fuLL 
.... gazine fNll> his H14 at tI1e canpound entrance, then lIith disregard for his 0IIIl safety, fllU!#lt his May into tI1e 
clJlll!)Wld and brought out the Last defender's of the outpost. For this act of valor tI1e tTeIf chief lIaS aMarded 

, the Distinguished Flying Cross. There, were nine -..ded lhericans and eight Vietnaaese that were resaM!d fl'(8 
Dong Xoai that afternoon. They llel'e the last SUl'Yivors of the original defender's of Dong Xoai. 

At tI1e debriefing held at I'tMJoc Vinh after the three hel icopters had returned, an interesting event CiIE 

to everyone's attention. Within seconds after the take off of the l!IIaoation helicopters. tI1e area IIIhere they 
had landed exploded into -w fire and it lIaS raked with large caliber machine gun fire in all quadrants. The 
fact that the helicopters were able to successfully IDIfIlete their • iss ion can be attributed to tI1e elaoot 01 
survise and the daring courage of tI1e 118th hel icopter 0'I!IIIi. The Viet tong were &\Iidently expecting a landing 
in the heart of Dong Xoai. The extra seconds, it took tIa to reposition their III!apOIIII to bear downQllllrl thIt 
helicopters that were willi the evacuation a1101111d thellUlX1AlDful KCXIIPlist.nt of that darillll .luion. for 
their courage aboYe and IMI!Iond the call of ~. the three 0'I!IIIi were decorated with _ Dl.stinguishad Service 
Cross, five Silver stars, _ Distif91ishlld Flyillll Cross and five Air Medals for heroi •• 

With the evacuation of the CDIfJOUIId. the ar'IIIId helicaptars and Air FIlI"CI! fi.!llter 1IIl ............ _ 'free to .... 
strike fNfII" the antire am. The aI'IIIMI helicopters IIIdrt strike after strike stoppillll onl .. to'rew. and ''''''1. 
There was constant rain of fire fN:B tI1e sky in the whole area. was the I'IIRI"II: IIIdI by III Carps IIiIlsrin' a 
118th ~,iation CaIpan.j ~ and control hel icopter. 

Late in tI1e afternoon of 10 June 1965. the 52nd IIangIr Battalion arr l\/lld in PhuDc Vinlt. Pl_ .... 
iaadiately put inW effect to take tIa to Dong Xoai. \lerbal ordrrs were givan to the avlation "CXJIIl8DJ 
CCIaIIaIIders while the 0'I!IIIi IIIdrt last .ioote checIIs on their helicopters prior to llec=-illllairbarnlt.' As' the 
battal ion-sizlld ainlallile force neared Dong Xoai. the final decision was to put the Rangars' into the SIICCeI" 

field IIIhere the SUCCIIIIliful evacuation was IIIIde a f ... lars before. 
The 118th Aviation CaIpan.j was again giwn the honor of leading the Clllb&t assault. The fLi.!IIt ruute' was 

the AlII! as NIl used on the prI!IIious evacuation .inion. 'Jihe Iwllcopter 51 ipped into the sacc:ar field 1'ICII1v11lll 
only scattered _ll .. as they landed. Once on the ........ halIMIf'. the Rangers were being 1hDt1blnas' they 
tried to _ fral the landillll zone to the CDIfJOUIId and t.ard the center of tc.l. The 1IfIIIII!I. 'lIlY" tt.less. 
IIlUSt not have ellJlllCted another daring assault that day and the air strikes _t have done their job NIIn. The 
Viet Cong hastily prepared a defense around the chrch in tc.l witch had IJeaM their fonMrd ~ .,' post. 
However. resistance was slowly put to an end. the 0lIIJIICUId was secured. the tc.l raoccupied. Dong Xaal was 
under control of the allied forces once again when darlllII!IS c.R that day. The success of the last anaun..t 
beattrihuted to the hi.!ll ..... of Jlllbility and flexillility of _ fi.!llting flll"Cl!. and the .... tnatiDn and 
will ingness of _ flight 0'I!IIIi in their hel icopters. 

The 118th ~iation Cmpany returned to Bien Hoa after the 11ft of 52nd Ranger Battal ion on 10 June 1965. 
The day of heavy fighting had caused the loss of one entire helicopter crew and aircraft. plus at.ost I!IIer\I 
hel icopter having received bullet and shrapnel daJaage. Ten prple hearts were warded to •• ber5 of the 118th 
Thunderb,irds as a result of this action. 

During the night • .are detailed intell igence of the IIfIIIII!I situation was developed. The IIfIIIII!I had Initially 
c~itted a full regillentof regular troops Ifith heavy supporting el_ts. Sewn Viet tong anti-aircraft' 1IWI 
positions .,.., destroyed by air in and around Dong Xoai. IUIdreds of .artar I'OUId fra. 1IfIIIII!I.urtars' had 
destroyed practically I!IIer\I fortification in the Special Forces~. But the dI!IIastation air strikes and 
balbanhents had caused the Viet tong to suffer heavy losses. Durill!! the day a second regiMnt with 
headquarters at the Thanh Loi Plantation had to be a.aitted for the athcll on the CDIfJOUIId. The Viet Cong used 
hoaan MaYe attaclls on the cIJIII!)Wld was repeatedly beaten bacll before the defenders were evacuated when t/wIir 
amunition gave out. However. evan though the Viet Cong OC04Iied all of Dong Xoai by late afternoon 10 June 
1965. it was not long before they .,.., overwhelllll!d by the all ied forces. The arrival of the battle wise AR\IIt 
Ranger Battalion MaS enough to break all organized l'I!5istance in the -.ediate vicinity of the tc.l. • 

The next morning 11 June 1965 llitth ~iation CoIpany MaS back in full strength at I'hI:M.I: Vinh. There was to 
be a battalion sized Clllbat assault with the 118th as the lead elment. In! Iuldred paratroopers of the 7th 
airborne Battal ion ARVH Nllre I if ted by the 118th into the soccer at Dong Xoai. Although fire was expected by 
the aviation !.lilts. the ~ escorts flew low to draM fire fN:B the eneJI!I prior to the arrival of the troops 
carrying helicopters. no eneJI!I fire was received. The assault MaS cillpleted with the arrival of the rsaining 
I!ll!lll!nts of tI1e ainlobile battalion. 

large scale lIII!dical evacuation of AIMI casualties blgan m.ediately after the air landing of the 
paratroopers on II June 1965. Hostilities.,.., OIling to a halt in Dong Xoai except for isolaf')d and rear guard 
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action., The. t!QUIIded ~ brought to the soccer field and loaded on helicopters. There were alMst no lII!dical 
facilities at;l)ong Xoai·all the casualties were taken to PIux: Vinh whei'>e the 118th Aviation CaIpanJ fliFt 
surgeon had . set "" a clearing station. The doctor had been wmcing for over forty hours with little rest IIhtin 
the mass I!Yacuatioo of IIOIftIed ARUII soldiflrS becJan. HIll icopters continued to bring to'PIux: Vinh sari_Iy 

,1IOIlnded and the lII!dical personnel.1I@'e ~lIII!d with the ~. At one tiM there ~ over tMO bnred 
-.nded awaiting treatment at PIux: Vinh. The medical personnel -*ed dil igently and IIiIIIy soldiers lives ..-e 
saved. 

On 12 JUIII! 1965, again staging frca PIux: Vinh, IleplAJI ic of Viet.,., the CIIIpIIny lifted el-u of . thIt 
fim battalion 48 Regillent MIlt. The lIission of the 1st Battalion was to reinforce the lJII'I'ison already 
located at Dong Xoai. The troop strength at Dong Xoai was approadIing a thauAnd and svfficient strength- was 
present to SRctre the town. 

Except for isolated snipers and eray soldiers that ..-e tNfIpedin the town itself, thIt _iOR body Ofthlt 
eray had veni.shed. There... only .. U units IIIIPI_ents on 12 .... 1961I. The UlUIprwtdld aJ"IIIId 
hel iCllP'Mrs wpport on a contillllllUS balIi. to giw fire wpport to thIt 9'CIUIId farces. 1'IIIIr'e ... eray' fil'lt't!Ut 
no casvaltiRs ware _tained by thIt fli9rt CIWS. The arIII!d hIIlicQptars also .. en en-ive rtmIIIaillSance 
and search of the areas where the III-'s of the 1st Battalion 1th fIIIg,fIIant ..-e ca.itted 1;0 battle on 1CtJunI! 
1965. They ware unabll! to dl!tI!ct II'IJ sip of the ARUII Wlit. The 118th ·thus Pf'IIIII/'fId far en assault on" thIt 
following dall. 

After being in conti_ Qlllll"dions for over 12 hours, thIt Ultth AIIlaUon CaIpany still prwided the 
aaJority of the hIIllcoptars far the _It on 13 JUIII! 1965. Despite the hHYy casualU .. and IIXCI!SSIVl! dIMgI! 
to thIt helicopters, the _alII of the ~ny realDl!d.mr.ely high. Many of thIt hill icopters _CII'r'iad 
volYlteer IJUIIIIIII'S cans ist ing of clerics UId cooks frmI theClllpllny. 

The . CIIIpIIny -m to Xuan loc to plde t4I soidiersbe11llllJ1ng to the ARUII 43 Rllgfllant. A IuIdNd soldi_ 
~ lifted into a landing .zone a half'IIUI! north of the original assault area CIJIIIUcted on thIt first day of 
the Qlllll"ation. FraI the landing area, thltsoldl8l'll II8I'e tollCMl tIrough the junglll UId NIber tf'eft to IAIII'dI 
far thIt troops that hadd·isappeil'l!d !lhQrtlll after they ..-e landed. IIIrIng 'the CIIIIIIuct of the_lt. 
scattered .. ll _ fire ... NC!I!IYad frmI thIt eray hiding in thIt vas1; Thanh Loi Plllltation. 1M CIIIIIJIIIIf did 
IIIR _tain any daIIage to thIt hlllicopters.nor any casuattiRs. The an." in this assault. turned aut to be """ 
weather witCh becMI! to be a seri_ huard to fl ight. 

The 11ft of the 43 Regillent was Cllllllucted at nlFt under lIin .. 1 iFtiog Cllllditi_.AU dlrlog""" 
daylight hours. fir!! te.ws searched far the 1th RllgiAMlt soidlers. finally the situRian ~ too ..,.m< not'· 
to risk an air assault and!J'Olftl surch. The 118thwas thIt only ail'llOllHI! CIIIpIIny lIIIJIIII'iI!ncad -in 'a~ 
assaults. The assault was aco:.pli.shed .t«ardlngto schedule. ~ .. to thIt rapidly dl!tl!rl.aratlng _M_ 
on the re~ fl iFts, the pilots ~ INIIll! to hold thIIil' fOl'llation UId hlllieop .... II8I'e scattered Itll __ 
"War Zone D-. l'hare was hidden ttu\dl!MJtonts through out the area .... 1I\IIl rain I'I!ducad visillil I~ to liar!! 
.inimta and winds .,sting "" to forty knots .. all\l helicopter flying IIXtraRly difficult. Only thIt high 
degree of training and professional U. of" the aviators prl!\ll!Jlted !ArI! disaster and lOllS of a'WB and 
helicopters. The fliFt retl.l"fled to BillD I/oa individually with I!II8r'\I helicopter accIIIA'Ited ford 28IlD lars. 
Many of thII hellcopters had but filii .inutes offul!l rwaining. 

The Dong Xoai battll! was to haVI! a finalchaptlll' on ZO JUIII! 196!1. On that date thIt largnt Iwlillarne 
operation in tIM! IU Corps area was to cl iaax tIM! . closing of the battll!. The 118th Aviation Calpanywas qain 
chosen to lead thIt assault of _ty-H\lllfl troop carriers and forty arllld escorts. Staging far 111ft ... , thIt 
mission of tIM! heliborne force was to concatd CllIIIIat assaults to the area north of Dang 'Xoal IIhare 
reconnaissance patrols UId intell ilJl!llCl! indicated a concentration of Viet tong forces ina NlblrpluUtian it 

, was belil!Vl!d that thIIy III!I'I! ~s of the tMO I!IIaJl'I!IJiAMlts that had attaclced Dang Xoai. [t......... that 
the ellBY liaS now att!Bpting to withdraw and break contact. 

One thousand and ttight\l-nw paratroopers witch -. the IIDtirll 3rd and 8th 111M! AlrIJarnt .. t.lt.... 
Cf'I!iIII of the Vietnlllese Anny, IIII!MI lended by CllIIIIat assault. Minor IfIIIIagI!S II8I'e svstainadby a singll! 
hel icopter witdlwas caused by one er-.. lIIIall _ bull.t. There was no other .incldeRts of ..., :l'I!IIilIMnclt 
that dalj. 

On ZOJ_ 1965, the battle of Dang Xoai c-. to a close for thIt 118th Aviation CtMpany. 

Distinguished lklit Citation 1181'1! awarded to tIM! 145th C.A.B •• 117th NIC. 118th NIC. UIMII Me. twuI-' Me • 
. and Caapall\l AI501st AIIn. lIN. for their adionsbetwnn 10 JurW 1'165 to 13 JUIII! 1965. 

I 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 

This -financial .report covers 1 Oc·tober 1990 to 31 DecE!fllber 1990. This report is 
intended to give you a.n over all look at what your dues and donat ion money is used -for. 
H you have any questions or suggestions please let me know. I want you to know that 
your money is being used -for the intended purpose. 
Sa 1 a.nee 1 October 19'9C1............................................. . $488.77 
Total deposits 10/1190 to 12131190 (Dues, Donations', Fund Raisers) •• $1619.40 

Expenditures 
Posta.ge ............................ $281.53 
Long Distance Phone •.•••..•••.••..• $199.27 
Miscellaneous (see note) ••••••••••• $520.94 
Bank Fees ••••••••••••••••••.••••..•• $29 • 55 
Fund Raiser Supplies ................. 351.35 
Copy Machine Repairs ................. 484.39 

Total •••••• $2108.17 

Total expenditures ......... 1867.03 •••••••••• -$1867.03 

8alance 31 Dec&mber 1990 ......... 241.14 
Miscellaneous includes computer supplies (paper, mailing labels, printer ribbons, etc.), 
newsletter supplies (paper, staples, copy machine supplies, etc.), envelopes, notes 
books, ink pens, etc. The Fund Raiser supplies are listed separtately Inthts report 
because the l!I1Iount was so large with getting the suppl ies to make the .silk screens, 
buying ink, and T-shirts. Our stock is slawly building up and sells areootng rather 
well. 

To give .\iIOU a look at how we did this last year, here is a brak.d._n of what w. 
brought in and what we spent: 

1990 Total intake ....................... $6368.60 
1990 Expenditures 

Posta.ge •••••••...•••............•. $1639.78 
Long Distance Phone ................... 585.09 
Miscellaneous (see not.) ............ 2379.53 
Ba.nk r •• $ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $88 • 12 
Fund Raiser Supplies ................ 1555.04 
Copy Machine Repairs ••••••••••••••• $749.39 
Memorial Fund ................•...... $60.00 

1990 Total .xpenditures ••••••••••••••••• $7056.95 or Negative income $688.35 
For that "688.35 negative inc:tIme or loss Nt! haw located many nw JNKIPle and i.nq'eased IIIr 

stock. We start out 1991 with 142 T-shirts printed ready to go with a cash value of .. 1846 and 
supplies to print anoth1!r 146 at a cash value 0" "1898. So as a profit.,or all IIIr et'''orts in 
1990 we have many _ .,rlends and a T-shirt stock of $3744. 

WWlT WE REALLY HEED IS FOR EVERYONE WE HAVE LOCATED 1ft) HAVE HOT J011£l) THE ASSOCIATIOIt TO 
JOIN. WE HEED THE MotlEY TO KEEP GRO.IIHG. So please check your Rlftbership card, if the card is 
expired or if you don't have one please join our association, we need your support. If another 
69 people would have joined or renewed their dues our negative income would have bI!en a positive ~ 
incOllle.· I want to thank all those who have joined and all who have made donations above the 
dues, to your credit we have done this well. 

We have cut our eXpem!nces d(]Wfl: by only sending newsletters to those who have joined the • 
association or . just been located. HOTICE if you have not joined please do so, if not you 
probably will not recieve any more newsletters. Right after this newsletter I will be cutting 
dllWn the mailing list again. When I receive membership dues I code the individal's -file with the 
membership year/s they joined, example 90-91, 91-92, 92-93, if the code is not on your -file the 
printer will not print a mailing lable -for you. Membership years are -fran 1 July to 30 June, now 
is the tille to join or reralljOU\" membership. Our . Association will continue "or all those who 
,join. Check themailinglableon.this newsletter -for your membership status. 

PLEASE JOIN TODAY, WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT 
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COLOR T-SHIRTS 
The T-shirts sell for $13 each. They are in·the oriQinal unit patch oosiQfls and colors as close 

as I can. They are printed on ringer type T-shirts. that's white T-shirts with dark blue around the 
neck and sleeves. These T-shirts . are pri.nted with.Association monel' and aU money frOlll the T-shirts 
!P. to the ,Association to help with expenses. So If you can. please order'one, theV are also great 
advertising for locating new members for our Association. The lettering outside the· Association and 
Unit desiJlns are printei:t in black ink. The pictures at the bottOlll of this page are, black and white 
because this cOPll machine doesn't print color but pLease try to imagine them in color. I have 
assigned stock numbers to the desi9fls for easier Order, ing and filling of orders. Please try to use 
the stock n!Abers. [will tr-y to stock them in Medium. larJl!'. Xl. XXl,. XXXl. The Association T-shirt 
design is the unofficial 145th C.A.B. "first In Vietnam" design. It is intended for use by ~ 
el iglble to be a member or associate IIK!IIlber of our AssociatLon. [l/IOUld 1 ike to see everyone have an 
Association T-shirt and a unit T-shirt for their unit. 

To order see order fona inserted in newsletter. Thank you. and please send !JOIr order today. 
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NEW PEOPLE LOCATED LIST 
21 January 1991 

The list is arranged chronologically by unit. I arranged the list as accurately a. 
possible with the information I have, some people I only have the year they enteped 
Vietnam, others I have the complete date. I would like to have at least' the month and 
year in and out of the unit, if possible. I tried to list people's rank in one of three 
categories, OF=Officer, WO=Warrant Officer, or EMs:Enl isted Hen. Plea·se check the list 
for accuracy, please notify me of any mistakes or blank spaces. The * beside the rank 
denotes those who have sent in their annual dues already. Note the date on the top'of 
the page. Some of the people listed have a new address so use this as an update to the 
Directory. Thank You 

lJIIT LAST Ift£ FIRST wn: snttIf cm ST ZIP PID£ MTE MTE IWI( 

.------------------ - ---- -- ----
lfIC IlOJTOCIIW51(I ~IlY 

IIIC IIAIIS8IJl1WI .W£S J 
IIIC BRI6IIf L1I1OSAY II 
68 AHC IIAGOSY JIHI H 
fV501 BRI»I ALFml J 
71 AHC 5fA8(LT RlJI 
71 AHC IlW\6(H\ JlKS 
71 AHC IIIIiRW6IIS !MIl 
71 AHC IMlIHI VIC 
71 AHC 6ARREII IC~ IWlIEl E 
71 AHC Il£AItIOO "lam J 
117AIIC 8AIl£II ROOERT 
117AIIC ilOIJCIM) JIHI R 
117AIIC BESalA JOSEPH 
1ta\HC \IIlEINQ) lillIE "Jill" 
1ta\HC nowt STf.IIE 
1ta\HC 61llWi . J.I.WI l 
11!WtC B£RIfYHIll CWtRllE 
11!WtC BIDDLE "lam B 
11!WtC E\MS IIESl£Y l 
11!IAHC ClW6II AlNt S 
tmJII KIlLER AItl1IIIIY J 
tmJII BUllIS JfIIt J 
93 TlWI BEYER 6EItE A 
121AHC fM'IIEll .lIE 
121AHC IIDIIJT "tam E 
135AHC .MJM STAN 
135AHC lIIIlEIIS !MIl 
135AHC III.ACK lWDIIt 
135AHC IIIRIS JfIIt J 
135AHC RlIS ARIlU! H 
1!QVIC !lAID !WIID R 
1!QVIC IIDIIJT !WIlD E 
urr TATE IRYIIIIII 
197AHC IIDIIJT DCXW..D E 

'. 334MC Imt.CIO JOC 
334MC WlTERlDlSE JIHI H 
334IVIC IIIHI rscH DOO6 " 
334IVIC AOOIR RIHIIE l 
2t:mc IlAItKIlISIIIP EARItEST II 
AlB2 llWlS lYlE T 
335AHC IOiR l'SlIt JOE 
335AIIC BROCKaSirr JOift 
335AHC LUKE ROOERT E 
335AIIC BUTLER RICK E 

~ It\RlIIR(D( LII 
1646 6REIIIICK Nf. 
4715 PCI'IJ\RVIEW 
10116 WEST TlJ£Y 
2220 Nf." 
6410 FItiBROOK 
314 fUfKf OR 
1195 A omtOf 
4421 fI!tZY LII 
P.O. 110( 4000 
PO 110( 1516 
1757 AIOIlEEJI 
m9 RIIIlHE Nf. 
11747 IlAlIITR£E OR 
11917 IIIIOOIUlOO CIRCLE 
851CWtRlESST 
P.O. IJII( 613. 1M«: 
RT 1, IJII( 320 
IlI'RSIl 1M' 
2351 STOlEN Sf 
397 DOE TlAIL aM: NORTH 
1125 JaISlY ST 
110( 233 
:1)30 CIIJ&'\DE Sf 
6t40E.MIlIII.m'lCK 
222 PaI!TER CtRQ.E 
1 COUfiII cr 
t:lIi07 OEEI'IIOII) 

00 \4lllEY RD NIl 
110( 233 
19 KIJIIY Sf 
PO 110( 272 
109 001IID Sf 13 
8S1'RIIIIST 
330 RID8EJQft' DR 
110( 24 
cw:u RO 
RT 1, IJII( em 
6160 SOOTII AIRPAAJ( DR 
RT 2, 110( 273 
811 " LIVE MK ST 
2111mvt 
811 SAIl SALI.WXI! Nf. 
RR-3, 110( 1IIIHl 
12fiO S FOOTHILL DR 

I.i'ItSMl£ 
FAYETl1.VtllE 
UIII!JI1llE 
PIIIJIIX 
SAlIellll 
6AR1AItl 
SliDEll 
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GREDIIOOI) 

VN:IIJtllE 
lMIIlIBII6 
CAHTIII 
PITT5BIII6H 
IIIIIDt 
AUSTIN 
SAltoN 
IIIIITAIN ID£ 
EIlM 
IWBt\ 
awustlII 
QIIIMM\ 
0EIWl 
IIIRT1II 
SAlt AIITIII m 
lElIA 
cruJIlrA 
CORm am.tII6 
SAlt AIITIII ID 
AnIIIfTA 
IUImII 
IT IIUCICER 
RlllERTA 
MLIIIJmt 
IllITEFIElD 
FAYETl1.VtllE 
lATAN 
l1li PRESTOII 
MYER 
AIICIIIIIA6E 
IOtllWWl 
IIOCKPIIIT 
CII'PE/IA aM: 
CARIW. 
DlCTtoN CITY 
lAmIOOO 

Page 21 

fA 19446 215-361-2887 1963· 1964 EN 
He 28304 91!1--4&1561 1968 1969 IF 
KY 40216 197H972 EN 
{fl Im39 ~-3II2ot 1969 1910 EN 
TX Tr.i'5O 1964 1965 
TX 'I:iM3 214-226-2289 1966 1967 a.. 
lA '10461 1967 1969 
KY 42223 1967 1968 
IN 46142 317-882-4000 1968 1_110 
CA 95696 1969 1910 EN 
He 28352 1910 1971 
"t 481.87 1965 1965 
fA 15226 1967 1968 
OH 44024 1971 1972 
TX 7II'r.IO 512-2:11H1437 1966 i •. IF 
OH 44833 41,.....7197 19681968' a.. 
TIl 37&Il4 molmEltf 
TX 77957 19&5 1966· 
III 44266 1!IIIII'1'" IF 
SC 29405 1967 1968 EN 
TIl 31118 901-'153-0106 . 1969 1969 EItf 
(0 00<2I1!lIi9 mo EN 
KS 6103> 1972 1972 
TX 78218 1968 1964 
{fl 85315 fi02-lP.lIHI4B6' 1964 196t,1F 
TIl 311401 1968 1.' 

3214 MlllRW.rA '1968., EN 
TX 78232 1.:. 
M 30305 1969mo 
KS6103> 19711972 
At 36362 3IlHI9II-3tfI2. 1972 1972 
M 310'18 196919'111: III 
ttl 02174 _ ..... 
III 035'J8 1l3-89I'-2Z'19 _1.a. 
M ~14 1966 1967 110 
IIA 99018 :m-2B6-37Tl 1'" 1969. 
cr oom 3>3-l16lI-7277' 1966 19' . a.. 
III 65791 1968 1969 110 
AK 9m2 1971 1972 
At 35115 19'10 1971 
TX 783B2 1965 1961 EN 
TX 76522 1967 1967 
IA 51401 196819 
KS 66441 1968· 1969 
(0 11>228 lKl3-98H061 1971 1971 . 



• 

LAST MIMUTE NOTES 
335th AHC COWBOY PATCHES 

Jim Spanel who served with the 
335th AHC in 1971 has gotten his 
original 335th AHC patch reproduced. I 
will try to copy the patch here in the 
newsletter but it doesn't come out very 
good in black & white. The patch design 
is a cowboy riding a huey and lassoing a 
VC. The cowboy is wearing a red shirt, 
blue pants, riding a green helicopter, 
brown boots, gloves, hat, and VC 
clothes, black outlining, the patch also 
contains some yellow and flesh tones. 
Jim sent me 25 patches to sell to raise 
funds for the Association at $4 each. 
Hopefully we will have enough so that 
everyone who served with the 335thwho 
wants one can get one. See order·formon 
back of "HELP" art icl.e. 

PHONE BOOKS 
I use phone books from allover the country to look up people we are trying to 

locate. If I could get ever'Jone going to our Reunion to bring this years or last y&ars 
phone book it would really build up my collection, and hopefully help in finding more 
people. So please try to remember to bring a phone book with you to the Reunion. 

ANOTHER MOVING WALL 
Back ma.ny years ago John Devitt, a Vietnam Vet, a doorgunner, was so moved by the 

"WALL" when visiting Washington, DC that he wanted to build one in San JOS&, CA so that 
West Coast Vets that couldn't go to Washington, DC could atleast see and feel the 
"WALL". He put together a 1/2 scale "WALL" and set it up near San Jose. He was 
approached by other Veterans groups to display the 1/2 scale "WALL" in their area before 
the 112 scale "WALL" was made permanant. That's the story of the "Moving Wall". The 111 
rule John had for the "Moving Wall" was it wasn't to be used to sell anything. Back in 
1986 and 87 Adolph Coors Company had what they said was an original idea of building a 
112 scale "WALL" and take it around the country, this was after seeing the "Moving 
~Ja.ll", a.nd just so happened the showing da.te and places was about the same as the new 
distribution places for Coor Beer. After much court and attorney time Coors settled with 
John's organiz.~tion and got out of the Wall business, and I'm glad of that. Now I hear 
that another company has a "Moving Wall", there is no charge for it and they only show 
it on their property. The company SCI, Service Corporation International, a 1987 summary 
stated that this company is the largest publicly held funeral service,l cemetery company 
in Horth America, operating some 375 f'Jneral homes, 91 cemeteries, 22 funeral product & 
s'Jppl'J manufacturing plants, two casket distribution centers and 72 flower shops 
throughout the U.S. & Canada. How I '01 sure that a company as big as SCI wouldn't be'" 
trying to take advantage of the fact that most of us Vietnam Vet are reaching the age 
""here ""e start thinking about the need for their services. If a company was using the . 
"1,Jall" to pla'J on our emotions and sell us thing, I would consider that as being immoral' 
~.nd 'Jnethica.l. Anyone that would I ike to write and thank them or send comments, here is 
their address: Service Corporation International, 1929 Allen Pat'kway, Houston, TX 77019 
(713) 522-5141 

I don't bel ieve tha.t any of the people who's n-imes are on the "WALL" made that 
sacifice just to help sell a prOduct, or to make a pol itical statement for what's going 
on in the w'Jrld today. People shouldn't use the blood of our brother and sister Veterans 
for their own profit or personna I viewpoint. 
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FUND RAISERS 

We have a few on going fund raisers, the purpose of these is to raise 
operating funds for the association and to provide you with items you 
mi(]ht like. We need the mone\,! and hate to beg for it. Membership forms for 
those who need to join or renew their membership is on the top of the 
order form inserted in the newsletter. Please help us grow. 

TOP TIGER PATCHES 

Garv Allison had 200 Top Tiger patches made up, they sell for $4 each. He donated 
the last 70 to the assbciation. He funded· this project with his own money. After this 
ppoject is completed w. hope to be able to have patches maa for the 'other units. 
Hcpefullv the association will be able to fund these projects. the ·demand and the 
a','ailability of a patch will deteMlline which patch we have done neKt. See order form 
inserted in newsletter. 

THUNDERBIRD PATCHES 

David Evans had 200 Thunderbird, "It Shall Be Done" patchesm". up. they sell for 
$4 each. Any profits he is don~tlng to the Association. The patches look ereat. You can 
order them by writing to: David Evans. 29609 Bock st. Garden City. HI 48l3S.Or, .. nd 
order form inserted in newsletter. Include your nAme and mailing address with 'the $4 
each. 

335th COWBOY PATCHES 

Jim Spanel who nrved with the 33:1th AHC in 1971 h..sent me 2:1 of ,the- Ca./BOY 
patches to sell to raise funds and also to give you the opportunity to have one. The 
patch is the 4" round one of the Cowboy riding a huey and lassoing a VC. The patches 
sell for $4 each. 

CASSETTE TAPE 

The tapes ",Bien Hoa Attack, Tet Jail. 31, Ui8" and "Combat Assault l'JOthAvn. Co. 
(Gunsh ip>" I' put on one tape. 8 ien Hoa At tack ,on one s Ide and 190th &unships on tile 
other. and calling it "Battle of Bien Hoa and Gunship Action". At the 87 Reunion "'e ",.-re 
selling th .. e for $10 each. they have been put on one tape that ",e are selling for $1:1 
as a fund raiser. This combined tape has been very popular "'ith all who have heard it 
and I recommend it to everyone who served at Bien Hoa or anyone who served ",ith a 
hel icopter unit. Order one, I think you will I ike it •. See order form inserted in 
newsletter. 

Color T-Shirts 

I now have the color T-shirt made of the original UTT design, the one ",lth the 
helicopter on it and the UTT T-shirt with Pegasus (the flying horse> on it and the,1'7th 
design (Pegasus with the 68 and 1'37 added>" we also now have full color T-shirts. for the 
68th AHC. 71st AHC. Heth AHC. 120th AHC; 121st AHC. 13:1th AHC. 190th AHC and 3Hth.AHC. 
these designs are ready to bemailedoutwhenlreceivevourorder.Th .. e desi,ns are 
printed on the front of a white T-shirt about 12" to 13" high including the lettering 
and are in color as close as can be matched to the original color. The cost is $13 each 
and all profits go to the Association. See page 1'38.20 0'; this newslett.r for Mre 
dehils and pictures. Use order form. inserted in newsletter. Send order to:14SthJ)~8VA, 
3719 Forest Hill Ave. Fort Wayne, IN 46805 

The Association T-shirts are ready to be mailed as soon as I receive ,.,.",.. or • .r. 
thllY are go ing real fast. When the current stock runs out I'll pr intlllore" IO".elivery 
time should be short. They have the 145th "F'irst in Vi.tnAm" patch .dfJIn with 
Association written below, and An color. 0 
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