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The 1l8th Aviztion Company (iir 151 Lt) wes netiveted on 25 June
1963 by General Crder 230, Headuuzrters, Unitec wbtztee .ray, Facific,
It was to be one of two iclicoprter co.runies assifmed to tne 4Sth
Aviction Dattalicn, The coupmny was Jomaec unuer YOG 1=770 and in-

* e¢luded &1 officers, 220 .zen, 3 T0-1D uird Derms ond 21 ol the Cl-21

v
Shawmes helicc;ters, in wdddvion sihe v30d Dedieccl sebnelounn ona the
573rd Tr:ns;:ortatic:ﬁ Detucimeat were asoirned vo su :oxt the Licith
Avn Co.

The 11Sth wos orgenized and equiped at Zien doo Adrfield, Viet-
nan, félluuin_;; the deactivetion o the 32pd Tronsportalion Genisceay
(Light Hclico ter). llajor Joseph o ilendevson co.z:nded the wiit
' unt.il 15 July idien Major Devid J (Zyes cssuned coasand.

The aission assipned to the lioth ava Co (Air ..bl Lt) was to
_exredite comtat operuticns uhile croviding direct toctical cod
adgninistrative air mobility su, port to conbai wiitse.

.The 113th adapbed quiciily znd suiced by the excerienced
aviators of the 33rﬁ the compuny atainud a high degree of coubat

- - proficiency in iﬁa first month, The ca:pany ;art-icipa.ted' in

‘ccxn‘oat‘ assaults and larce scale eacle Jlights as well as performing

: -‘{dai_i:l.y missibﬁs'oi"resupply, corizand Habon, medical evacuation,
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"and rccommiésance. Elements were sent north to the mountains of

Ban Me Thout and Wha Trang to su-port the Vietnzmése 23rd Divisicen.

They galned bhe valuable experience in mountain operaticns. -

On th2 morning of 30 August 1963, the ccmrany was part of a
ccabat assault orerzticn zt Tay Ninh, T210520, one hour northwest !
of Saipon. Lnroute to Tay i'inh, the lead helicorzter ol a Iflight
of five was srot dowmn idliin- the pilot, Co tzia Junus .enzel, and
the co-pilot 1/It Tin Lanpg, The runner and crew ciiief were injured.
The recaining ships lunded in a hail of fire to zid ithe survivers,
While saze returned fire others run to the wreckud shilp and ex
tructed the erew. They uere sublectec Lc intense unzll aris rire,
and on< o the rescusrs ..s wowticd, -‘1‘1-.:; ~wiers in vhe oirercit
continuad to firw 2t the Viet Jonz, and unen one ol thz ruwiers
wes down to one bo}. ol a..unition, Lo uas shot throuth the leg.

He continued to fire uatil he expandsd the axiuniticn, then ne

drew his pistol and sihot one of t!.e Viet Conz fram the londing
gear. Aiter he emctied nis pistol he use. tie versonl wewrons of
the pilot and co-pilot zid continued to iire. later rerorts
confirmed that t.hé:'e were over sixty Viev Ceig invelved in o
fire fight against 21 Americans. After tie rescuc was coapleted
thé‘ flight continued on to Tay Uinh to particirate in the combat
ﬁssaul‘c. During the operztion two .en were :illed, 5 wounded in

action, one helicorter destrored, and 13 CH-2ls were hit by ground

fire. '
On. 13 Sap 1963, the conpany received the first UH-lB and :I.n




treop ships to return and pick up the prisoners ond trocis, The

=‘to the Headquhrters for processing,

group continued operitional nissions,

Tha last CH-21 mission was a combat assault mission stared out
of P&n Thlet ANE32100, on the coust east of Bien Lox on the ybh day
of. October. It was 2 success and the Cli-21ls were procesced ior twrn
in arter returning tc Licn Hoa,

With the tfansiticn oo Uil-13 helicopters, the coirzany changed
to 25 total helicopters, in three $li-ht mlatscns of eisi Uliels
euch and one Ull-1 zscirmed bo compiny :ecdquarters, fint znd secomd

ulatoons were "3lick" oy airlift »latione, znd the t . ird slatein s

the gun pl-*oen :dth 4 =80 nackine rums ond 12 reclots o exch

“helicorter,

.

The cozpany wcaptes the -1 <o o eroticng  ond tho thind oliicon
"Eendits" beeciue ctive in coant, tilllar over 150 Vist vens in
Hovember. The pace of owarniicns bro oigat ob lecoi ore coslat assaulb
each ue§k, and an eagle [ ot erch surcey. The 1lith beca.e earle
flight specizlists,

The eagle I{light is o %2 or air mebile co.bot ~wtrol, Une
airerait, the cozand and contrcl sireralt, would search an arez or
Viet Cong activity am: select a rronable tarpet.  The trooy siips,
escorted by the Bandits, would laad the truops by the objective ani

cepart. The troors would sttock hard and fast and then coll for the

pfocess would be repeated throushout on area am prisoners delivered

During December the comrany contdnued coﬂbnt assaults and earle

ﬁights a.long m.th other on eratmnal iﬂaion.,. On one a..,sa.ult a* 8o -




Q

f*iheriéﬂhiﬁese Air force tuixied into the toil boas of a Ti=l,

menbers wounded, Later in the month the caapany was su;porting
the 7th Division (Vietnauese ) in the Mekong Delta, On the 2cih of

December, 2/1t I;mn dothenbuhler of the Bandits wes shot throusi

*the head and idlled us he =g escortine & helicerter out of 1o feay.

In its first six :onths oo exictance the 11.th Avn Go.flewi
6,893,2 hiours, 13,000 sorties, cirried 4,500 treo: s, porticizated
in 30 zajer oreraticn, had 51 _iprcpart niy, twelve e wonnded,
anc three i11cd,

IX. Janucry 64 to ieccembep ol

| The 1ldth startcd 1004 ity & ~ood resubstion ardd o log cl
;r;de in Lhe uniz. Lesbai assiulis id e.-le (1i:4bs contiru.d
to ue noposl olarsiicns, curis~ the el of = cesmueryr in zebion
&8 purt of » ocomu.t asssult a rire tee irea the uandits cestroved
a fortified ma hine fuan ecplteesent, The 11obh hat three =irerait
hit and one zviator vounced curins~ the oreraticn,

On 10 larch the 1luih concuctec on asszuiﬁ 10 recover the
remains of an iir foree volenel Sro s crasied Ac=0, The loncin~

zone wnis noar Dau Tieny, 0450545, .loieats of t.o 5th lirtorne

Satialion :eve stored Lt Tan Jon ‘nuv, Bairon., Cuelve troun
'ships and ¢ armed escorts conducted Ll lift. The 1ift sorce
had £0 wait 40 minuics Tor the Air roree to conduct ths npge
strike and landed at 0c0. The troors vere urbracted loter tie
o .

same morning and returncd to Sairsea, The mlgsicn wus a succecs.

Additional combat assaults were conducted st ﬂan Thiet zd

11 March and 16 Harch. The only lozs oceurred witen a C=~47 frca
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thu: T:I}t.‘: waa ilon Ca*pary in U1 halic-c-;.t.cra.- 120uh Svinbors were

aasi,:.m. to the 115th for o 4wo wee period to ..chc.r': 1 tha baeic

'trar-'sltion and bo Ily an cperntfonal nisciore il sgsanlis,

o e

. -y ) K] ° " » B )
© o The oprit and mrdde cordiu o to row, cmi o 17 sk the 110th
ermpound w2t maoed wad {underbind af e Lo ensigniad of Lho ¢ i e

Duridr;; tho £irct tirca :onthg o S 1964 Lo L1seh Avn Co fle. 5114

-

{:,’4;1‘.1-3,]‘!‘),,015 Bortlice, ¢oerlid 10,4503 e o, hod 13 adoenon ni%, and

ymi;;.}iﬁd in ac_i’.ion, i emrancted ocombab anocnils ane cn. - eagle fliit,

'l’P'c ruther ol -igrions froronned durins fprit, but the 1. Loy of
ac.;;:;.u"':b:: Lecrented, TV ooencoaor Pluw 1401.3
L6058 treop;, rud 45 bits, two wounded i action, ol ool luclad tuo
aszauites, Bobh assaults wore wnmisunl,

Qn 12 ATril Ahe M8 \vn Co o glven e :losion 0;‘ :15.1'1;;"’.‘._1_’1:_*;
I.32 trf‘a'. of e IV Jorpo Lrdo Llocidr s pacitions in -:eﬁéueb—;-en
irit,.‘x-:!\";ﬁ -'.;‘ir"._'orn'e assault, vYhe Lpit btoon 11 treon ships and 6 nred
"-::*:r't..s".' .-'I’}..e 3L corbired with 9 (Helle =0 the 120th, 2 Tialle from

Ly 1"1 et, 2 VL Cia3ls and 1 UHLIB [ro . shoe 57th Nedical Detachmant,

-‘Th... shipu Inaded ot Can Tho at ¢ 00, “ho first !ift was oof ab 1C15 Cor

‘F\‘:‘&
t.w I"L f\or'tﬁ of Canau WR315515, Tre Torpe roioiv.ad sz biorec five
» v R

“out-a bJ.t dlec} arced bie trnors i the W2 wuinhoubl frgilert, e Leeond
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'Camau, !‘emalad a.td taoz off for a tew L2 WRIBL M, Tra wlripaos

mei\rﬁd fira, but. took o i:itn., g re.t LIt osk off for a pew Lo

L

st 1500 houru. It w1e an L2 4 - ¥d8 from tio proclong 1L, W Ay Moo

uas !‘ec.a.n'ed on short final, feviral ai- erart Lore hit sru 2s the 14 ht

A.-l-—

'.jﬂmrt.ad t.'-e arca two VNAF Al ;- tached the Wolilt o outh L irg L2,

"'ha I.'l.L'T't. n-.t'n"e,d and took off -t 1650 +ra vor an L2 400 Meters sSouth

o':st. of. tke rrevions 12, “eaty Reaerr £oa yuno peooived M sdroenie hab,

M‘tbr dﬂﬁ?.:‘t:i::': the 12 & o 3'115.‘1?, Wb Lo WR2E5%19 g evacvate 40 casva-

1t.:!.r¢9 o Can Tha, After gt oCan T ey b “ivearn tha wre
danaqed were left, The H 5 I ) depar'-:o:i ST WSBS0480 Lo AT A HE A
e

&.‘ 1t1=:s to Si.aqon. bothe nrea e iles 5oL hen by 1o Lol

A B

it kad been Surpressed. Llier the Sl 1anded the Yiak Cong attacked

wilth cusdns the 711wy ¢4 o b, e ve fiee was received as the .ﬂi,xk.t
contried ars airec-ajt warg hik, i 'Fllfil\l: dischbrged the casvalties -
Sizqon and roturre’ te Rjen Hoa .t 2030 hours. A Loinl ar 10 of dhe
118¢th \\ellt:apters vare hit,

| " the Z6ul of lrell 1964, the 118k was assigqred 3 wicslsn to move
north ¢ Sezori Corpr area for a five day ocperation i the « - a1 o
near -da Lon:y, PSO6EM68I. Tl cov i deok i troop carriers and 5 apmed
“elicoptore to work with tl.e 11 2 L 119 Avn Cos, the Il Mapine
”-cl.i:ﬁ:ter Touadron ami 29 AD-b3 Irorot Vietaamese bipn foree, The.
forra cnno;ucled arnulile irte three . 101 l?.ndb\a\ 2ones. Each o
n sr.".l.l -Q?a::i!‘_,{ in a valler LuPrOL Con oonih, tre STVCNey roabain e

t.....‘.. ware lnl'esbed th Viet Cong truops o $7 ¢ 1 ara *0enl aunziatie

','?I;é 118th concucted tuelve 1Ifte and recriveg Liras

rriers cero k4L, and

B e el U




4.7.,,

) oopa on the o era.tlon.

.__M'a'y‘thc 1i8th flew 1584.72 hours, -Adth 3,910 scrtics,
£ Arrying 2690 troops, 1 tons of carge, hac & aireruit pit, 4 nen
The caupany conducted cne cebat aszult near

- Blao (Ban Loc) that w28 a couplete success dth no hits or injur

June‘khe tut‘dl nisclons ang fl“in:j tiie increased and the

One ope"ati-n wes well north of Wi i‘hon




.‘ 4 N -

;ﬁfc received a ronnd in uhe arm .nd the pllot [lew out of the zrea and
T _eilled the nsarby Bandit “ire team to cover the troops on the ground
until the frienaly ground loresc could reliesve then. The frieadly
. . 'troopa'arrived in five nminutes and seeured tie arca. The ;;ﬁCits re-

covered the crew and rassengers and took thex ack to foul Dae The
bottle coatinued throushicut the alterncon and tne Viet Yons- eiscountured
considerable losses.

Durdng June and Juiy tic o.lienss sbrddivii .l «rd) J.0 10 a

critlcal level, and the Li.ih conuisued to L1y cocc hours wita rever

vilots available. In Jume &nd Rl wie Cel D47 0 4 4o OlZicurs.e L=l

Y Patton flew 137.2 Lours .ol Sng LL el of oot owirt nours ia dulv,
In Juiy the l1lath flcsr 2072 Leurs watn L, o5 0iTius, c.rria) 5,95
troopé. Thers wmra L0 1LWNLEd . SUbitd, Lo i@Cuot LID, i fow
unit size operaticns,
The combat assaulbts wese i Suc low, ..o35$5%85, ilhwos Vimn, JSYeCLel
Rach Cia, 5510090, and Twm Duc, X.70Z050. Cihe Taeh 0L opzrevion fue
4§ © eluded over 80 Ul=l.c fre: iive aviwuica co.uwales. Whe 1Lz reec -

nized for its outstandin:- : colecsionalina.

v Yoy

Cn 25 July the 1lith toclk pozt i o wouchbion Jorce iz, il Lrocn

ships staged from Tu Duac st 20T aie tad lest Jor 60 Za ri, widilov.

= »

Before the "irit naszed Thu oa lot uhe seubier nnd drorjed o an

ci-

eirht hundred foot cizlinr ond ruoiun. Lhe Jli-at aavercd wle clouus
ann t"e uanainatlon of rirnt and irctrasent conditlons caused an exirene.y

' dangeroua situntion. fortunaiddy, no incidents or injurics were sus—

;'f:“iitaihcd and the flirht reforncd aal went to Sien Hea unbil the weather




53_of.ficera a:d 16? enlisted men. The company {lew 1712

of the t.a.ct.J.cal security ol DBien Hoz idr idield. e crews would

by

0n12 Auguat tae ll:-:th lsd the 103 helicorter covculi thot

‘ ylgéd"i'fmn. Tan Son Yhut and linded northuwest of ben Cat. Tho
... weather caused delays, Lut the oreration Sinishea .4bth sic this
éuc’cébs_-and the lluth susteinzd rno aits or injuirics,

- -
Ll dig ;tu.?:,

during an a'pmach to the ton of Tay iinh mouatain, helico,.ter 02—

& o

2051 craahed and kdllea Spk Jaaes I Caughey, who wos the crow chierd

!‘Ian:r new a.via.tors and men Joined the caipuiy ln Lestesber asd

they were tm.ined and o*cratlonal in : very short tine. In September

S,

the lJ.Bth fltm 1,852 hours, =dith 4,351 sortics, mrins 3,359 trocre,

G alreralt hit, 2 men wounded in action and one

S I)ed ;_Ln'_"__e_.ct.ion..' There were two combat zssaults and one stecial

‘rﬁ'ﬁe’"glatm “'Ser_gec.nt o the First ,:lﬁboon (Sco,rpions)rkla.a _




vith imeriezn Advisors were holudnp th: Liorican .visors hostare
- 80 the Vietnarcne Air force would noo uid Ll caars, e udssion

of the 11lth, ss part of the Baitalica rorce (L4StR 1) was to ro

©oat Son i Ca hua willed 1Y visvn. cse troens wucis~ e rebe-licn

~and they refused to suricnier tihie acericons Jor lear ol reurisal,

Wwas a4 SUCCEeSS.e

connanders, and oneraticns oliicer were sll cirmrea ia Uctober. i

"On 23 Septemher the 1h5th Avn Bn was C¢lled upen to send a

f~tarce to the Mha Trang special forces Headquarters, to take part in

&f5P°¢151 oreration. Captain Islim, First Flatoon Cmmnanderf was
selected as mission comander for the battalion

Eight troop ships from the liith were selscted to com:.ose the
Battalion rorce. |

The situation vas thot reveilins et ~uvus uio were in canps

to Bon i Ca, on orcer to extorel avciinel el o i;oa:i:a.{tc. ThLe
situstion izs ceritical beeaure tin | oniarrmumis abt on Ui Cn, nwiered

350 and wore well trodnes o well cowd-ed. 1150 L. . oatacnares

Luckily, alter conirencus anu barpainin, tio peie Mo~ trives

quelled an no {irkting wms cneounterel. Tue 1loii Jlc'r ore missicas

than any other wnit, and it sms ccatinuailr creised on the Lrecssicn

formaticn {lying and rrofession:l oreratiuns,

In Cetober the llath wnservent ore chuncev. The 735 avn Vet

14

was edded to the lloth Avn Uo. ‘Yhe cuurony cciviander, two lstoon

The new 19bth Sig Det was ulso auded to the 1lith and was ulssion




5 t.roop.-. carried, 31;9,900 passengar tiles flowm.

i
"K
i

. :

Bain:a '.fere shot dowvm wnd dlled imredi.tely in wetion nezr buc loa

Tha ecrew were

nﬁa.geing"tbe ‘.’iet Con;~ when there was a ilc.su at the lower rear of

the h _Jicqpter. It »iteied on fire cnd dove invo the pround with

:-:trmﬂly Ii T :L.‘L.

Mo sbrikes were callec in z2ad ninpr Viet

urs in legs thun cne jear, and it vas

axpect.~d to bs the “ir UHel to £17 1200 hours on the original

Unfortumtelj, wien it was only 2 lew nours mway iren ths

Rkl &

g récord the tu.il rotor bloce fell oo in fli-ub and tle $0 desree.

goar box tc*e aut. Tha aircraft was a totual loss.

com*. rU- ilew 35554 ic.-urs ’ 35 l‘“O pe.sscrigera

blght a.i“crm .'.wre_: ld.t. pne




mortar at.tack on dien Hoa. iir Dase. <our men were xilled and 62 wcre

HOunded in t-re enli..t.ed conpound. <n4v tiet vonr fired :n estimated

30 'rounds of dlnn mortar .t the llit: srea. five billets were destrojec

a.n.d_ an adcitlonal thirtcen buildings -vere cazmared. The uen recctea
RS vd.th coum ond dct.emi:zo.ticn. retuilsing wes started i-oiediavely

-

A and t.he mevbem of the 1ilth worked wnces prest strzin and in uniscn

) -t‘°, re;t.pz'_e _fa.cilities.

_Durin:: ne chiask on Jien low = Viebnumeze Al-l tried to take

“off on rummy 15 but crashed about -7 _sters ol oo ihe end of biw

runay. Y1 John Darley and C.U L LLlls wele I G 7=l mad pleled

up the pilot. The erasied .lone Q¥p[.a¢9_¢.a sinunoe laver. 07 Lielr

”»

ga].'l.:mt:y 3/Lv Joha beiley wnd €2 - oiks wels cuoaced bLhs Vieb-
.n’:'JJQSB ¥Flyinz Cross w.ith Star. 1h.- .zre the lircv amy :wi-t.ofs
: f.o x'ln ;.‘.I;lis ward _
: S 01 6 lovember 1/LL D Jawsoa wa.s Lost ir cefica in a To=-12.
o
An extﬂnsive'saarc:: failed to 1in’ AaAy wr.cz ol uhe aleareite
tlumercus L...."'I‘..ltd.I'l"S visitesz 4he L18th wurirg Lhe .caih in-
cladirg .m ssador Tayler, Generzl Westorcland, :iajof Ganeral Kied,
Lt Caneral Ben llarrell,

On 1E dovember | the licth lec the —17ti helicciter operaiiod calicd

"Brushfire"'_‘t.h..t.' ua.a directed oy Gewverak Kahn. The 01‘:61'35*'5-‘3“ 1.stea

:anluded num..rous assaults. Th_e company hld 3




r'-..t 3. were -hlt.

M\iict Cdnq 3y ....cd

'T'hc c}‘t.r:*. ction 1no.

sba1ed out. oi‘l;
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;HE.J" to t-his d...ta. ihe Viet Vong encountered were over one regizent

sodern ecuimiint ~and 50 eal

The llatl' sroncored the .rrivel o tre 1/501st awn Co., On 13

I

a Decmber :m.ny exrerienced pilots irem the lloth were tronsierrea o

,'...‘\

D‘u*‘in,, s,cce‘tbe; s.ress wao leoced on nirht troinine and the

cnmyany co:auleted the ni~nt tra ininr progrom.  Lie instrucent Erogran

cont.inued‘ydth acied stress

The Thtmderbirc‘. conpound was rensmed the Janes L Jalley Cempound

:"-1‘1 bonor of t.he Lirst platoon sergeant who wes killed in cetion in

Se,t.embe. 1961;. The Day "oorn was dbdicated to L-4 tudbar whe was

killed in t.h_ portar ati Oni OnE lOVELDEeTr.

'_During 1964 the 1lcth "Thunderoirds® tock great rrice in theix

or(;aniza.t-lon, a.nd the ilsth \vn Co continued to be Lhe mosi outstanding

'Va.v:l_tion company in Vietnam, sctting new recorcs almo:t every month

The ccmpa.ny ﬂw_a‘ total ol 23,509.9 nours, 50 32,5 sorties, carrying




