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HI:)Tm Y OF THZ 

JJ.8TH AVIATIOif CC:CFX;Y (AIr. :3L IX) 

25 JU:lJ, 196) - 31 D:::C.'::·;::;D( 1964 

I. June 6) - DeC~lber 63 

The 113th Avi:.tion C0i.1pan:1 (Air L':ll Lt) ·,::·.S Cicti vc.tcd. orl 25 JUlle 

196) by General Crc:cr 236, ;:C:l':':,.u:.rt(;rs, :;cii..cc: ;,t::.to" .,r.:::;, facific • 

Avi:.tion D3.ttalicn. 711c COlipmty "";' .. 3 ~:o:-:.:cc. un~er ':'(;S 1-7T~ :l.nG. in-

eluded 61 olfice::'s, 220 .::an, 3 '70-lJ jil~ I.:c,::s '::"Ed 21 0..:.' t.~~c C!:-21 

Am Co. 

(Li ~ht u 11 ... ) v' ue co, .... er. 

to 

. expedite CO!:Ibat o;:cmtions ,.-11i18 ~jro1iidnr: direct kctical ,.(,.1 

admi."listriltive air Llobility sU; port to con!Jc.t t..tuts. 

The 113th .:1cl~ptcd qUic!::ly t;..'1C ruic.cd b:: tl".c c.:c£.eric{',ced 

aviators of the )3rd the cO:"P'lny ataim<l a hiel: ue>eree 01' cO'Joat 

\ 

,.' , pro1'iciency in its first month. The Co;',:=y rarticipated in 

cmbat as'saults and lar:;e scale 82.!~le ~·1i.:~hts :lS 'Hoil as peri'ol'!llng 

.dai;l.y missions of resupply. co!:',13.Ild Utilon, lllejicQJ. evacuation" 
~. .,'.. , 

...•. ___ •. .. .. __ .•..••• ,"".3. 

--_._--_._,-,-_._._-- ._-----_ .. ----_._---_ .. _._. __ .. _ ....... _-_ ........... . 
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. and reconnaissance. Elements were sent north to the ;z.ountc.ins of 

Ban Me Thout and Uha Tranr; to sucport the Vietn:4':lese 2Jrd Division. 

They gained bhe valuable experience in !::ountain oi~e;,atic.ns. 

On the mornil1[; 0::: ;3J August 1963. the cCl..':l,-an:r ;,-as JXi,rt of J. 

c=bat assault o~:er~tion at 'J.2..y :.:inh. T210520. o:)C hour northwest 

of S:UCOn. l:nroute to TJ.Y ;:irLl. the lead ;;elico:ctel' of a :li['ht 

of five woos sr:ot do~m ::il2in.~ the ;oilot. C'-_ t:.i.1 J::'::<.:(l .,enzel. and 

the co-Filot 1/Lt Ti:: Lane:. The f,unner ar.c. crC~'l c~:ief 'oiEn'e injured • 

The r~ainin[ sr.i}:S ~nded in a li.~il of l.'i=e 7.0 ~id. l,:.e survivors. 

While 50.-:.e returned i'i:'e other::! ;:0;::1 to .. ,. 
:":1<::: ~':rct,;~·:8(.. siiip c.ncl ex-

tr:..cted the c::re\'1. J.'hc:r ~~Ul'e sub~ectec..:. .luG il:tC!1Se :..::.::.11 Q.~:'S ;.·ire, 

and on~ 0:' the rescuers ',';::.5 ·d01.trl.:ii3tt. 'll~0 "'u;·..:~ors in -~i1G __ irc.:-:.i't 

continuau to fir::: ~t the Viet CCP .. r~J ~nd .. {~':.c:a O~lC 0:.: t:~J ,:-u~~le:::·s 

~'~S c.o~~n to O:l6 boY.. 0';" a:~ .. unitionJ r..c ~:z.s S!1.ot. t,ilrou~n the lee. 

lIe continued to fil'0 u.~til he eX!':lmlcd tLe aJ,~:,;'lniticn. t:Nn he 

dre.l" his pistol and s:-:ot oae of the Viet Con.:; ire';:: tLe lc..!1din.::; 

the pilot :lond CO-l;ilot 0..,,', continued to tire. l<J.ter re:;orts 

confir:ned that the:oe ~;eI'e ovor sll"t:; Vim; Cong involved in t:le 

tire fi£ht aGainst 21 ,Iu:ed.cans. Aftc!' t::e rescue Wll,5 co;;l?le~ed 

the' fli;;ht continued on to '.'"y ::inh to p::'l,tici;:o.te in the cor:,'::>(;t 

assault ... During the ope!'ation tI-,'O ,,:om ,'/ere ::illed. 5 "lo:J,nded in 

a.ction, one: helicopter destroyed.. and 13 CH-21s were hit by grou,'ld 

tire. 

On, 13 Sep 1963, the COZ'Jp.:llly reeei ved. the first UH-lB and in 
~,' .. , .. ~-"" -. ". .', 
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group continUed operctional missions • 

. '!he last CH-21 cieeiun was a co~bat assault aission st~[ed out 
~ , 

of phn Thiet, AN~32100, on the coast c£ist of ilier! Loa. Oil the '1th dily 

'Of October. It l!aS :J. success .'l11C; the CH-21s were proces~ed i:or turn 

in after returninG to :;i~n Ho.:!. 

~lith the tr:ln~< t < "n 0_'> Ul!-' .. , 1 li t tl ' 
... ..1.. .. '" ..LU 1e co,?"ertl, :e cc;:.~.,..c;.Ln7 cr:a:l.~ea 

te 25 tetal helicopters, ill three .'1i:ht :::Lt~cns o~' "i;':-;~ 'J1:-1s 

flieht specklists. 

The ea.r;le i'liDht is '- t:ri.· .. J 01' .J.ir :.:cbilc CO ... :'K.t >~trol. Gnc 

aircrai't, the co;:.;."..:.nc. <::'~ld control :.ircl';J.i't, ~iOU.1.i search an a.rea Of 

Viet Cong nctivit:r ilnl select a r.·ron3.ble t.:lrrct. T:10 troup s.",ips, 

escerted '.Jy tte J:lllo.its, ',;ouk li::I:i tc.e t.r<.,op ;)7 the objective an;:;, 

depart. The troo,lS ,:oula 'itt::.ck ha:-e. we! fast and tl:!m c::.ll for the 

-troop ships to ret1lrIl: c.r.d pic!,: up tIlo p~isoners ::.nc. troc.:.s. 'ihe 

process vroulci 00 repeated throUi'hout m area. an:; prisoners delivered 

. '. 'to the H~r:lq1U!.l'ters lor processing. . . . - . . 

: During De.cer:lber the cOIlpany continued CO!:lbat assaults and eagle 

or,erationa.l mi:isions. On one e.;:;ea.ult a~ So 

~~----~----.. ,----. __ ._._._----_.--_._--_._._ .. _._-----
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members wounded. Later in the aonth the ccrnpan:r was su;:;:orlinc 

the 7th Division (Vietnamese) in the Hekong Delta. On the 2t:th ot 
December. 2/Lt Ivn.'l ltothenbuhle.- OJ.' the Bandits '''.8 S:lOt tr,rouch 

In its first sij: ;:;.onths o~ .. exi.s't.:lnce t.he ll.:th Avn (;0 f13\'l1 

arxi three }:illvci. 

II. Januc.1j" 64 to LCCe;:,Ot'!' 64 

On 10 ;;arch the 1kth coa:o.uct,,(O '·.ll :'sir).ult to ,'eCOV8!' tl:" 

i3attruion ::e:'e stc..rcc..:. ..... t To.n .:ion :i1Ut, 0air.:on. ',.:",//! :!..ve t;C0Gp 

. . . . . ct· crca' .,' r ]~;>... i',h,.' 1'; f't ,'0-, co on~~n c.r:o u U!'7.lCU os 'or s CO~-:':..lU v ~ .... i: _' -'0........ ... ,. ..... ... 
h.:.d to '.'/(lit .4.0 ;u.nutcs for the Ai:- : c:c'cc to cc~duct t.~'''; ~r0-

Add1tioruU cor.-.bat a~~aults ',/ere coaducted at ~n Thiet. <O;1d 

11 }larch .:md 16 "larch. The on}v' 10z5 occu!'::cci Hi:en a C-47 fro:! 

"-the V1etnaoese Air ~'orce tmeci into t;:e tdl OOCl.':l 'ot a \Jl:-1. 

;". 

_____ . ___ .. _ .. _' : .. o.;;:;;.=.a 

-.-.---~--.----' .... - .. ---. . _--_. __ .-._-.-----_. 
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a·',;.r1. ... '.~ :"". ·to t':e 11 tt~.. for ~ ~.L.~ ",~._:.-. ~ r' • t·, ~' , .', t' 0 ·'aeJ.' c ~u ~~ ( ._.. ~ _"w N'" ..,e l.V<'. u .• c.:cr.:., '. __ ,:. " " 

., ' .. 
" 

,.. Tho sp:-!t' ;U!<l pri ... !c C.:;i,t:L u (! tot') -rnd, : :'.:1 \".' 17 iLl'~I: tho 11·th 

DuriI:;: I.):" fi:'d t:·l"C,' : "n~'-::; 0;' 19~ ','.' IIHh 111tO Co fle.' 5114 

• h·~,~ft .", 015 I3Cftl;"~ ",,..,:,,' I' ' .. ," 
.~ ,.,..,. 't,. . ". - ....... ) .... ~. _. ... "', ...... ..1 

t,.l 
~l·C.· 

; ..... -
l. .... ' 

.. ~, . , .. '- 57th !'jed leal Detac:l\>'IJMt. 

'I'h.:t&/'Jipfl lnoded at Cnn Tho ut (; (0. 'j,'ho ::'j.r~t ~i.rt t'~6 0.1'.(' .It. 1 C15 ror 
" -f- "'-e. 

---------_._,--------
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, ! car.iSUil'9CUeled :)l:·.d tool:: orr tor 11 :,ew l2.. "t, ~IS5'.Zl. '::0 "l:".!""~'t 
"," 

• 

.' . ." 
~elv8d~" but. look ::0 J: itn. ;'! 0 r.i:.·.t. lift t[):;." olf 1'0:" :l I:m, r.:. !l~'~;il' h~~~. w -... " ~ J ~'fJ '. f~ , ;;,. ... .... 

• < • 

.. 
,'. ..'. 

I J'.l~.Ad. t!-.e area two VNJoF Allis '·,,'.1d;(.'(: :he W ,~:,~i e c'rAI\ ::' "0 LZ.. 
-:'h~flJ..;t,t ~"!!Jlecl and /'0011. off c·t 1650 '!':'- 1'or an IZ. 400 rI4~rs ::,oCJ~h 

A ~~ ...... ..!,..?'I., ....... ..; ...... t~, L2. .... \ .', ~G.' .. ,.;. ,", ,-~ •• 
"4~ ........ j .... "_', .. ', v ' ... ~_.'," , ..... ' .• 0 W~2S.5S"l'1 be IlIl1aCuat.e 40 casva-

;} + hi} t.' '\ ~ ~ n,'-' d •• 'j. ·h .,. v.' '. • ......... -... ..... " ~:r'c 

dallla,4<I were left. 'i'he ;"l:i" t dep~r·toi :' .. ;' W08!f0.4S0 ~.o CV',~,: te ::5 
.. ~,~i~ltli..'G 'to S,i,aqon. 't t .. hc ;;1""" ';' ~ i'i.~",_~ .' ';:1 t· !;C .. '." ~:) 1:·.1~~: \.;:.~ .. il ; 

1'.; h'li.! bean sur-p!"ust>cl. '. :'L<:l" t"'J .. :i" lal'loed t:l\Q VieLe Co<\"1 attacl(Qd 
l·li~.h c'1l>:;ln." the ~'li he. to:> {.·'l1't •• ," ';'" fire lUa6 rece.iVQo ~ 1.he. (H,kt 
'::(~7":-':.e<i r.r', :li.t·r:··a~·t ,,:.,,".) !,it. ,;" ftl'!"!: ciischarged the casuQU::les 
S ~"n and rc:.ul"1'~: to &j en U03 ,ct Z030 I\ou~. A ',c;t"'.l ," 10 01 ~I\C/ 
11 Bl:h \o.el.l.copters · .. ·nro ~l' .• 

C'n ~.ho :o6'.il of .·.u·:l IQ6t1, the Ile~h was as!.i~ .. "cl a 1'I15os.11>1\ to IIIOV42. 

'1' t t '~I'1!'~.". t.j',u 11','," .-. 
'I). :..:.1p!lMl 0 wor,( . __ - ," 

",. • ~ 1-. 

'" 

._--------_. ---------­.--.--.. ---.--_.---- ... _-"----_._-------~ ---'-
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Bandits eftorts at 
..• ; .... 

;J.;llre.·ioI'sil~tl!d in the.des'tMtion of .!lrlC 50 ea 1 

,,,,_. ___ •• ' The. other AViation unito lost a total of. 

the operation, but the lLSth even thou~~ 

and mountainous terrain did no~ su~fcr 

hours with '375 sorties, li1'ti.rl[: 

3 Hayes 'ueparted ",nd l:ajor L v ince;,t 

f1e;; 1584.3 hours, ;lith 3,940 scrti.)s I 

that 1',;~5 a oCQplcte sucC:;:OJ ·"it.h no hits or illjuric~. 

t(,.tul r.lisdons :.\n<i a;iin:~ t:L .. e in~=ca~cd and the 

4,2!J7 sorties, ~.-r;;"i!l£l 4,Oll troops 

Tho cor.tpany h::;.d t~;o men 110um:ed an:i part,icipted 

One ope:-ati("n 'tI"-C \:ell north ot. "ui ;:hon 

were ncar Due I;oa. 

the C;:ecic.l ?orc<ls Cc.r..u.nd.er, Lt Col' 

Special Forc<3s C;:ptain Iecibctter 

and massacred by the Viet Cong • 

. _._----_._--_ ..... __ ...•. -_ . .. _ ..• ---_. -_._------------._----_ .. _._--_. __ ._.-.-._-----
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received a round in the ;;r.!l .• nd the pilot flc'" out of the area. a!1ci 

cUled tile nearby Bandit lOire to:;m to cover the troops on the croun':! 

until the !riendl;r erourrl forces co~ld rclieve ~:lC;n. Tl-.a frit:::d;L:r 

troops 'arrivt;d in five :'":li!1.ut~3 3.n.i ~ccurcd ti;<; tlrca. Tr .. c .::lnc.its rc- . 

considerable losses. 

'During JU!1C .:t.'1d Ju~.~r t:.~ c .... .:.'iC~·> .. ~0 ~t.{'.:!.l:-Lri~ ~~ .'~ '-"'I·0~." .• l:. to a. 

" . critical levelJ and. t:-;,.; ~l .... t.h (;Cn"U:":li.l~~ t.c ... 1J "o.cc hour.5 ;-.-it:l l'C',:el' 

, . ':' l 

"tpllots aV!1il.:>ble. 
. _. . 

.:.. rio::':' v 11 :' .. :: ~ ....... ..... ~... :':"~'l~r h .... .:.. .... 

• PJ.tton flC1l 137.2 :.Cl.ll'S _ (,,1' '.;.:.0 ; .. 

unit size operJ.ti0no. 

The cOl:lbat a:lsault::; i. :~uo~ 
\' .. 
.' :!.!lil , 

eiC'ht hu."'lCircd foot cieli~1.'" ~nd .c~il.l. ' .. i:e .;.'li '-·l'i.t r;:n.erL.G. -\.r!~e clcuc.s 
...... " . 

" and th~ !lio~t 
... ' I: .- ':,.:_ •. ;;'-,- .. 

roiOI".1( d :4'1': ',;cnt tc Eien He;> until the \/Cathcr 

: ~ . 
, - ~". 

s 

--------_ ... _._--------_ ........... - --------
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CCI:I;:an:r gained in strenet,h out remained short 

The company flew 1712 

"",-,:.' >'h~1~thffiU:r 53 officers, with 4,453 sorties, carr.'in[', 4tU07 -' ',"' ~'. '" :, ". ,:::':~;> ~. .::' ,,:,~:~,;,~,,: . 
::.:' ",:,\ ,,:. ", troo;:o., There were four aircraft. hit and t.o ccm;:;cny size o;:erat-, ~., '. • ••••• ; ;" '; .:" -, ,'0. ' 

. ~. ~' '" ...... ".(. . .. ~:::.:~,~ . 
. ..... ," ..1,.\11""" 

~. , ~ 

Thre$",lIIen were ~-oWlded and one tan ~rJ.s ;dl::.ed • 
!·0~f~~>.: " .".' -<;: 

j;;:~~ 

_t. >,' ,0"':" After the Tonkin Ba:r incic.ent, the llSth pim:d :mel additioml 
, " 

, """~~:," :~s,,~~on ot proviciing a lirht fire tear:! and one treo;:> sLi:. as rArt 
'," '···"of".:t~e tactical eecurity ot Bien !fcc. ;'.ir ,'icld. "1.':.2 cre',.'Z ~;oulcl . :";.~ft~,,,: ,,,":, ,. . 
c;;~::'<~ On, five ninute alert all ni[ht. ,''If~i:''::- ;""", ' " , '''';1(''';--:': ,,:"on 12 AUKUat V,e 1lE"h Iud the: 10,3 lwlico;:te:- (!u.;;.uIt tj·.i~t :' :;1# ~; , / ~:" . , , ti • v • 

~n· -.,~~ , ~.:,'):', "stuged i= Tan Son }:hur. and l:,macd north~!est oi' ;,en Gut. l'h() . -".' 

• " 

BUCCCllsill'ld'the 11tlth ow::tained 1:.0 ;1its 0:- ia: ~,dc~. (,,1 1~ :,u::, 

2051 craShed am ldllea :ir.4 J':'::les :,; C"ur,he:i, ;tl',o '.:(!~ the C~'<:,l chief. ~- -:., 

they were tr~ined and o:;:craticnal' ill, ve).-,r short (,1:.:0. In Scr-.tember ~: ". 

th~?Ueth nCII 1,852 hours, ;':ith 4,391 sorties, c.:1::-,--;:'in:; ,3,::::'9 tl'OO;:S. 

The aviator With the higmlst flieht ti.::le ~'lc\1 L:4 cC';.:oat S~ port ·,~c;· 

.'," h~G.s;:"Thore were ~ aircral't hit, 2 nen :<o~ndod in action ;m:i one ... > ,; ,,~. . ""~:::~.: :.~>J <."; 

:idilec1'. in action., There ~lCre t,/O combat as:laults and O~1e 57·ccial ." .. ,,, .' 
; :." ~ ;' ... -~' . 

. '" ~-. 

,o~· the first ;Ltoon (:Scorpions) was 

"--""-.-,--.--.-----------,-------'-.'--"---'--.-.~-.-._---"" 
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'. ".~:' .On '2)' September the 145th Am Dn was called upon to s<:nd a 
'. . "~ '. ~ . '. - . 

-' •• I " ' 

to/ce to the Nha Trang :;pecial ~'orces Heo.dquarters, to take part. in 

a. special operation. Captain Isli.,", F1r~t !'latoon CO!.".!nllIlder, was 

selected as mission cO::l!n.::.nder for the battalion. 

Eight troop ships fro,-'! the ll;;th ,le1'e scl~cted to co:n,;OSC the 

Battalion "-oroe. 

The situation ',·0.5 t):;:t :e;,edinr :·:c::~ .. ".:;~""S 1/,0 ·.{ere in camps 

• otthe ll::th, as j:art of t):c i:i::tt:::.lic~1 :'o:co (145t:, 

LG~:t[}.{:c. '.fbe 

D.lt:,;,' ':1.!1l"C'.n 

and the:r refused to 5U'!'''.:.'cncie.:.· 'viie ;·\.,':c.:.':'c-....:-:s ~'o::: ';"c.::.r 0 .• : !"'~~:risu.J.. 

o 
than an;, other unit, 

".tas a success. 

In October the 11:..t.~ u..i.-:"<.:7.:ent ; .ore cL;'~,:1~~:"'·. 'l'h(;; 73::.:-(1 (~\"n llet. 

was added to the lL.th \vn Go. ',he cc.;_,·.;:nj' cCi . .:;ande:', t,/O . htoon 

co;runa.nders, an:i operatiGns oi'~'iccr ',:c.:'e all c:~·.nreo. i':l (jcto~er. 
'" . 

. "The new ~9&.th S18 Det ~io.S also aC:deli to tho llCi:.h and liUS lAi:;sion . . -, - -
.~. ,. : '.~.;,;;,,~,-~:, 

lO 
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co.ITied, 349,900 pallllenger miles !lOlll1. 

for o.n aviator were lll.9, S .s.ircr2.ft yere 

5 Il:en were l'iOunded, and Lour L:en I're:',;) kil!.ed in 

eom.~t:mcel' ot th", third pl..:.tc(;n, C::.r.t:J.in Gill'Y RiGgins, 

1'1-1 H:;ve::l;).nn, crel( ehief 51'4 liU'le:.:c, ~.d ."un.'1er, Pte 

1~;!~~r.j~~t.~u,~crtin:; il. Victn:.;;;ese oper..:.ticn on 7 (,;ct 64. Tb C.'Cl' ,';ere 

ane:...lorc:'1ely hi"h :i!.l;>:'Ct. '.F.n:.- Viet 
~,~", : 

:;. ?t::.';.~ 22 Oc~" :,!ajor" L Vincent ~:c~'!cese der-artcd u.!'lc, ~'injor Hervej i 

<dt~~~~~~S~~d ·co:.~1and. 
, '~r,:-:')~:"'::;~' t _:~ ; -"'.'~"-::-~>.'.. . . 

. ""'~:ilm;'1l362':2041 one of the i'ir~t pl::.toon(~corpions) h::.d set the . ~,~ " '. 

\'.'>-~::+" ;.:,; 

:;r;;;¢cird··oin~'4nr." over 1.0CO ~,Ctlrfl in le:)5 .til::.n Glta ;;;oar. and it ~m.5 
~: ;. : ,:' .:!~_:, ~" .. :- , ': > ' • 

~ctOd tcbs the first lIH-l to fly 1200 :,ours on tl;e ol'igi::al 
" . , '<,,;.:,.-' . 

.end,ne'.l1nfortun:.tel;r. \r;1en it wall onl,v a ;:eu hours a\lD.;r no::! th", 
l': '.F:I.~~~i~~i':i.:·~"'":·'~,,·: 
,,' ,. ';., . ree.ore:, .t-j.ie tq.ilrotor bl;;.C;e 1'ell o~·t in i'li:::lt :md tLe ~·O d,,:.ree. 

.-" oUt. 7lU) airerai'!:. w-",:,s a. total lost>. 

". _.","_,)lIm'rn:Jlber· th<;l, eomr;.s.ny i'leu 3,5554 l:ours. :35,190 pcsscngere 

or~1E,a. Eight ai:.'Cruft h~li.ccpter .. 
;",~ .. ~' ," 

---_._-_. __ ._._-----_. 



'WOunded iri the enlisted comllound.:r .. ' tiet ';onl~ fired ;;.n cstir.:a.ted 
.-. ~ 

C.~:;:39 roUIJdS of cilr.u1 lJortar "t thc ll<.:t:: .::ea. five billets ';1"::'13 des" .. o:;'ec. 
.... ;~;: . .. 

'"~,~~adc1tiona1 thirteen buildin,s '.-E!"e c.=:l.reu. 7h" :len l'e::.cteci 
.' ." .' ~~ 

with courut;c "'.!ld cctc!',li;:~'.ti(;n. ).e':-';';':':":n[. ·.:as stnrtcd i:~,:"di<.tcl.:r 
.. 

~. tl1emenbe.'3 of tl:e ll::tr. \ior~,:e~ .. ; .. :::":'~'" [rcr..t 

• <·to restgreiacil1ti{;s • 
...~, 

.' .' .,:L'"v-'l::.!, : 
·~9~'t .. ; ,pt.irinr, :IC ct ;;(l.;:k OIl jien lIe<. ~ V l~tn::':.:ClEe A1-: tried to tuke 
~ ..• 

'ott on run:ray 15 but cl"I<JhcJ l1bo;1'O; 

and It C:me!':ll Den J!arrell. 

directed by ~enenJ. Kahn. '::he o:eraticn l..stea 

numerous. .. assaults. The 

dow. 

---,_._---_._._------



: "'" 

','t";!!!:';.1~"" a;d~. :'''1':; returned to 8icn I\CQ wll:h 7Jt hours 

of -I;ke WI«. 

G6IL t.r:;.!rli:" .. ~ wc:trir.,\,as 

At:, tl:o Il'l:::e ~1:;:Q, a fit-a I:em-t .. . ' . 

"~ :" '. 

"I,,~;q~: II "recillL 6artll-U.... ope1'&U.IbI) 
:. ".~\>;.~'~<·I "-,, <,' .' .. :', "',' '.:_,~';" 

110 ''$J,tc!,,'att. jJ$N tit. llnd .,0 ii.\lurioQ 

-_ --;:;.' ,-~. "';~~lt.{;}.\;~,;.::·;;~l~~;",,:,,_.- ;- . -. 
laC! t"ei.r~·!'t;.ot' .; _ -. 

-------------,-_. 

I, -:,\',.~:< ~ .• " 

No .dl'c:·aft. 
. ".'" ..... '" 

, ' 
tJio'S~vlh 1)1' , .... ,. 



, ,.' . 
'J' .... ' ":. -, ;,. 

.... :~::~: , ...... 
.' ,,::" . ....... :,' ,;;, 

. III aircraft aDd orews tl6ro recovored without 

';'\lfi,~" . One ll.9th crew eYil.cuated the crow [ran a 6Lth Avn Co 

:,:}I~~;lI~~~~.:·~~~·.·W1ls shot down in [lames by l3inhila. On 30 1;ec. the 

:~~1~, .. ;t,l! ..• ~~:~ohd:.':: =::::,::,~:,:t::a~: :~ :':h~:: 
;: .... "';'Y,"'w'f' to. thl;sd.::.te. 'ine Viet (;on[, encountered were over or.El re;:i:::ent 
{-' ":"::~,~, .•... :~'i, ,:' ~- .~.-~> " 

",:" :it:ol)Ud coro ::role~6io"al soldiers with :::odern ecul!:c,.nt r.71d 50 c.:;.1 " 

' . 

", : '-~~ 
",> • 

'c ' machine guns • 

}.)~f_,·,;~,'~,~~~liatl: s;.on:ored the ~rriv~l of t:'eJ501st ,~vn Co. On 13 

";i''':~'lJ4ilcc::!ber Illc.n;y ex}:erienced pilots l'Z'C:! the lli th '.·;ore tr::.nsi·crre<l tc 

,:~:~:. )/i~~::;~l.f;~'~o help th€lJl hecene o!-e:·.:..ticnd in ~he :;i,or-oc:;t. :ocssiblc 
;,. . !;.-:.\~,: 

• 

t1me~,·. 
-,'-: 

~; . <During Dcceiloor zl,.reca ~'j',l~ Lecd un nirht ti\.:.l~;in·-· :~nd tho 
," . 

'" ", 

<'·The 'l'l\uildel'bird c<r.!poun:i ::'15 rc:w;:;ec t;';e Ja::;es ::; J .. iley ~Cf.l;:oand 
.. "l ", ! "_ .w' 

..... :1;.1 honor. 'of th~ i'irst platoon serce.mt lIno W-"'S killed in ::.etion ill 
. ' 
Se;:t.ember 1964~ TheD;).;;, ~'OO<l ',/11.0 dedicated to '::,-1; i.:UD"-l" '"h" ',,'ll.S 

,'-, 

Idllid in the mortar :.ttack on one :)ovu.Jber. . 

. :l,:: ;'I)~ri~ 1~'64 .the ll"th "'l'hundeNirds" took great ~ric!e in their 

org<l,Ili~tion, and the llith :.vn Co continued to be the ;;Jost outstanding 

.a.viation COC1\AUlY in Viet=, ~.;.ttin!: new recorC.s a.J.z'.oc t eveI"J J:lonth 
i "~': :~:t>-~-:.;;·:t 

".; • ."v cl~J~T p.8f'.r a tou1 oJ: 23/;09.9 hours, 50,.31.5 sorties, carrying 

.... ~ lmd 5.5 aircrui't hit a.nd 

,,_~._ .... during tile year. 
" 't 

--------_._._---_._ .. _._._-'-----

\ 

\ 


