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, FOREWORD 

This history is respectfully dedicated to tposo officers, 

wnrrant officers, and onlisted roon of the ll9th Aviatioh Company 

and attached units, who gave their livos in the defense of their 

ceuntry, 

WO Charles E. Holloway 

Capt George Hnrkos 

SPiLl Ralph W. Broughman 

pp/u Norman N. Garrett 

PFC Theodore Lamb 

capt Jitlbort D~ Walkei' 

ttl patr1rik P. Calhouh 

~1O Douglas D. Hack 

1965 

22 Deq 

7 Fob 

7 Fob 

7 Fob 

7 Feb 

19 ApI:' 

19 Apr 

J.9 Apr 

Florida 

Texas 

Virginia 

Texas: 

Florida 

Taxas: 

doorgia 

~oxas 

--.. _ .. _---_ .. _._--------.-. 

sP/4 Arthur L. Hennessey 

Haj. Soyward N. Hall 

Capt Roberto Samaniego 

Lt. John R. Ball 

19 Apr Massaohusotts 

CWO Jumes L. Purser 

sp/5 Harold A. Atcher 

Sp/4 Johnnie R. Triplett" 

Wo Don G. Knowlton 

WO Ronald "lJ. llacklin 

SP IS 1l081ey I1cDonial 

Sp/5 Franklin D. RaCine 

21 Apr 

19 Jun 

19 Jun 

19 Jun 

19 Jun 

20 Jul 

20 Oct 

20 Oct 

2.0 Oct 

20 Oct 

Ma.ino 

Texas" 

,lost Virginia. 

Tonness:oo 

Georgia 

South CarolillCl 

Minnesota 

Cnlifornia 

l1issouri 

Illinois 
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The purpose of this unit history is to outline the events 

which.occure(! in tho 119th Aviation Company, during the cBlender 

y()~r 1965. It is intended to give M accurate portr"yal of the 

COr,lpo.ny, its personnel rnd equipmcmt, iC5 well as p concise picture 

of the combd opordions in which the unit hrs paI'tidip~'ted. The 

informrtion conto.ined in this history hill boon gr1:.hC1:'Gd ±"tom 

T(\ctical Oporv.tionr 1 Reports, llurrtd'iy COlu;1t\ltl licj:>()rtt j 

nO\1SpnpCr flccounts .. nd petsohr i irittn'Views. 

.. _-.. _-_._-----_._. 



Ir;'£hODtJC'l'IUN 

The 119th Avi2tion COI.lpmy of the 52nt' leviation Be.tta1ion 

is located nt C<UilP holloll1'Y l1E;i I' the t01m of Pleiku, Vietntm. 

Pleiku is l1ear the center of the ruGi;ed Central I;iGhlcnd~ of 

Vietnam a.ud is the ditc of the J:UVN ',econd Corps He~dqtiarters. 

Cemp HollowL'Y is one of the oldest helicopter bLses in Vietnam. 

It Wi S openee< in August 1962 b the Blst Transit Gompc,ny (CH~21) 

which later bcctLle the 119th j,.viation Coupany. Camp Holio'I' y 

Llso he" the distinction of being t!e highest pUl'!nl:,nent holioop~ 

be,se in tue country with e. field elevntor of 2460 feet ;.:)L. 

The YG<.r 1965 brough'l; I.wny chmges to the 119th ividion 

Company. DurinG the ym. I' the scope of the We,!, in Victnr. .. ':! grew 

trem£;!lc:ously. In January only 21,000 U.·,. troops were involved 

in the Weir, but by December tho number he.d grown to 1:30,000, 

including JOi.,le of the j" rn;T' s front line COiilb"t e,i viGions. At 

the start of 1965 ti,C WI',r ,ws confined to ::;outll VietnL'Jll, but 

the !light of 7 ::'cbruiJI'1J 1,)65 . ndcd thlt confinemont; It \laG 

on the t night "t 0200 tll;:,t Ii 'iet Cong !'K)r-CBl' attack "it Crmp 

HolloHccy end tHe 119th j,vifticn Oor.lpahy. 'fhe ee,suilltic$ nt 

CeE!, llollmlu,;Y i.nclull<;d ei;;m. dE-ad i hli morEl thah ohe hUllure,i 

'/ouncicQ. including :ic:jor -',8y\i[rd N. HLll COl'li :c.mlirq Officor 

of the 119th J\vi;:.tiol1 COHpmy who c.i<cci two months IdeI'. 

The n6xt 0.1'Y Pn,sidcnt John;;on ordcr",d rctaliteI"J airdtr:Lkell on 

North Vietntm D.nd the t I c::;calr,tion I I bcg~ n. 
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Throughoui; tlle yevr th" 119th Avi:·tion Cornpnny h:;s proven 

itself to b" one of the hq'd"st .wrking uvi. tion units in Vietn1:u. 

It hns bGcn involved in o)"ntionB I'll over t,i(; IRVN ;,ccond Corps 

Area, equ: 1 in size to the ;,;t; te of Floridl'. It has performed every 

conciovc.ble missiCl'll from COLlbct D8snult to VIP hl'ul, and from 

tacti<llGll medical evacuation to roed reconndss'~nce. 

The 119th Aviction CompDny hLs been deeply involved in two 

of the biggest battles of the .iFr, the seige at Ducco and Plei lvI,_, 

Both of these ~)peci:'l l~orces CQ.l"p" are 'iithin 30 minutes flying 

time of Cunp HollowE:Y, end both \iere the sco~ of he: vy fighting 

when the Viet Cone dtcmptcd to ovcrun the c;c.mps, The Viet Cong 

'tere defo[,tod in both b;;ttles :~nd perh;,ps history will show these 

two victories for the RVN to be t;1O turning point in tho b;,ttlo 

for fro "do)" in South Vietnom. 

2 
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HISS ION AND OH.CbffLZATI()N 

l11ssion 

The rni~s10n of'the. 119th Aviation Cor.~any is ,to provida 

tacticnil !U.r' mo,'Omont of combat; troopc in air r,lob11o operations 

and t. provide tactical air movement .f combat supplies and equi~ 

ment Hithin the combat zonae. The company is attached to the 52d 

Aviation Battalion which provides direct aviation support to the 

Second ARVN COrps. 

Organization 

The 119th Aviation Company is organized under TO & E 1-77E 

dated Jul 63, augmented by GO 183 HQS USARPAC dated 29 Sep 6LJ. 
The cOllPany consists of a Company Headquarters, two Airlift 

(slick) Platoons, one Armed Escort Platoon, a Service Platoon and 

a Gunner P1Jto~n. The followi~ units are attached: 

5!15th Transportation Detachment(c!ID1) 

70th Signal Detachment(Avionics) 

94th Nedical Detachment 

The Comp'my owns, operates and maintains a total of 25 UH-lB 

helicopters and 2' Ol-F airplanes • 

. _.-'0_ ... ,. __ ." .. __ .. __________________ "' 



PART III 

COMHAND·· 

Throughout 1965 the ll9th Aviati.oh Company has been blessed 

with a series of outstanding commanders. Under the guidanoe of 

~lajor SeYilard N. Hall, who assumed commahd 4 Noveltlber 196b., the 

unit proGressed into the ne1lt ye~ gailllng experiel10e and developill: 

technique. Najor Hall oO,llmaJ1ded the 119th .l!:tl.nti()l1 Col unt1:J. thb 

night of 7 Feb 65j at 1Ithich time he was seriously wounded dt~ing 

the mort~ attack on Camp Holloway. He died a April 6S as a result 

of those wounds. 

Capt. Charles H. Crowe assumed command duri~ the attack on 

Camp Hollouay after llajor Hall was' '1iIQlloddoQ,. Following the attack, 

Capt Crowe initiated plans'to expedite the repair oJ: tro units I 

dnmaged equipment and housing. Capt Crowe; had been the Maintenance 

Officer prior to the attack. 

A tine of challange faced Major Carl E. Rhodes when he assumed 

command of the unit on 9 Hal' 65. There was still the task of recon-

'" struction and strengthening of defenses to prevent another occurance 

of the Februru'y mortar attack. During his command, many new problems' 

and opera~equirements presented themselves. Major Rhodes and 

the l19th proved themselves equal to the task. 

11ajor Charles ,I. 1I00ney assumod command of the unit on 10 Aug 6~ 

and continued as C 0 into the following year. "Daddy Alligator" as he 

was affectionately known, was the spearhead' Which ro..'\de the ll9th 

Aviation Company a fnmed unit throughout the country. His quick 

" . 4 
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· . 
reaction to difficult situations were such as to demand respoct 

from friend and onemy alike. NOvl arrl effective tactios were 

devised, and prolonged fiold o,)orD.tions were encountered with ., 

few problems. 

5 



PART 'IV 

WEATHSR ---
The tropieal climate and topography of South Vi$tnam produce 

only two basie seasons, tho dry season and the monsoon. In the 

central highlands around Pleiku the monsoon season starts in May 

and lasts through September. During tho monsoon the winds are 

generallY out of the southwest mel the humidity is high. Although 

there are periods of sunshine and scattored clouds, the weather 

is usually O~Jrcast and rainy. Flying is rostrictoc in the early 

morin'-ng and late aftemoOI1 and orteh til1\)s flYing is ptohibHed 

all day. 

During the dry season the wirt,cls are out of the northeMt nn:l 

good flying weather provails throughout the season. The temperature 

at Pleiku is always moderate due to its elevation of 2460 r!i)ot. l1SL. 

During the coolest nights the tomperature My drop to '50
0 

F, while 

9So 
F is maximum on a hot afternoon. 

6 



PiL11'r v 

~lhrour;hout the year the 1 ~ 9th Aviation Company has been 

.alled u,on to fly every possible type of mission. The aviators 

and orew members always displayed. a "oan do" attitude and aOOOlllPlisbe4 

every mission biZ or small. Delow is a summary of all the signi-

ficant operations of ~~e year 1965, in which the 1l9th Avn. Co. 

participated. There are hundreus of small missions not inolude~, 
, , 

Ilo,';ever, every one of these "unimportant" missions reoeived the 

abe 10W; effort trom the company. 

,Jil,iHIARY: 

12 January: 'rna 119th Aviation Company usee ten UH-1D'e and 

six Armed UH-l Ds to lift 120 troops of the Plei Mrong CrDG Company 

into a two ship LZ at YA 917300 for a searoh and olear operation. 

Six VEA]' Al-lls provided prestrike and air oover on this first 

assault 0:( the year. 

14 January: The 119th Avn. Co. ae part of the 52d ],viation 

Dat'Galion, partioipated in Operation Le Lei at Doun l\1i Ga (BP 315835). 

Tell UH-1Be and seven Arme,", UIi-1Ea from the 119th staged out of 

Ban 11e Thuot and oarriedl 95 troops into an LZ at Bit 348707 in twQ 

lins. Four i1.1-H fighters flew cover during the assault. 

22 January: 'ren1J1!-l B slicks and six armed UH-l D GIlll ehips 

of the 119th staged tut of Tan Canh carrying 103 troops of the 

AR'lll 42d Regiment. 'l'wo lifts 11era made in'co a landing zone at ZD 1557 

iUl' l!'oroe Al-ll fighters provided a prGstrilce on the LZ for 'chis 

search and clear operation. Heavy small arms and automatic W9Ap<Wll 

7 
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fire was received near the J,Z. 

28 January: 'l'he 119th moved to Tuy Hoa where the 52d Avn. 

Bn. participated in OperE. ti ·)n D3,n Thi ''Ian. Defore the airlanded 

assaul t, UlI-1 Ds ano. Vl1 .~"I:yr~:)ilArs were used to disperse OS and 

Oll chemical gernades anc1 pwc1'?!'. 'l'he 520. Bn. then lifted 214 

troops of the 23d .\·.Vli' Di v. t." an LZ at CQ 270320. I.'(\derate ground 

fire was received, but no airoraft were hit. 

F'iliBRU1IRY: 

7 February: 'rhe 119th 1Ivn. Co. joined the 52d Airlift 

Platoon in.an airlsnded assault and an Dae;le Flight in persuit of 

the Viet Cong force that had attacked Camp rrollovray the previous 
".:, .. 

night. ~fue illagle Fligh'~ was carried from Camp Holloway to an LZ 

at ilR 930570. The aidan(~ed a8saul t was into anT,Z at AR 930730. 

Contact was made with the VC, anc1 by 9 Feb, when the operation 

endee., 28 VC KIA':3 had been cOUIlted. 

23 February: The119th ;wn. Co. stagGd out of Ankhe and 

lifted 63 trooprJ of '~he 201 st CIDG Company to an LZ at ER 600450. 

Intense automatic weapolls fire ~'7as receive'l during the lifts, 

and two ships "7ere hit. 

24 February: The 119th joined in a battalion sized troop 

extraction of the 281st CIDe; Co. and elements of the 22d Ranger 

nn. i. total of 220 troops were extractao. from an LZ on Highway 19 

(DR 350465) east of the l:ang Yang Pass, in three lifts. Intense 

automatic weapons , small anns e,nd mortar firA W~S received in the 

landing zone. 'l'wo 119th aircraft roceivec. hi ~'" ~:j.ght D-57 bombe~ 

ane, four ;\-1:1 fighters providetl preetrike ano. air cover for thie 

8 



operation. 

I:iu1CH: 

5 Janroh: ,ill. .. :,,[;1e i-l:.gh·:; ',ms conduoteo'. from Camp H"lloway 

to an L:6 at :jA 230172. Tho 119th uset 0 slicks and 4 g1.1liships 

to oarry 86 troops in {,-wo Hfts, Later in the day 8.:1 e.irlmlded 

a"sau1 twas oonductccl in Sl).PPOl't of 'I,he 1 st ;,lWN Airborne Brigad{), 

the company Jifted 210 troops into an LZ Ull? 410520) north of' 

,\.nkhe. Twenty Air I!'oroe fighter-bomber aircraft flf'W close air 

support for the operation. 

14 ,'aroh: Operation iI.uyet Thang 127 was stager', out of 

Qui llhon in support of t:1e 3d Dnttalion, 1 st Hrboms Brigade. 

lhe 119th joined other elemonts of the.52d B~. to land 300 troops 

in '~hree lifts at an LZ (DR 744532) no~theast of Bin..1. Kha. 

23 Enroh: 'fhe 119th Am. Co. partici:peted in Operation 

Le Dang Phung at PhSll '.l'hiet (;.:U 80106:;) as tbo 52d Dn. moved 

384 troops of the 23d :..r:vr; Di v. i;1 four lifts from Fhan TIiiet to 

an LZ at YT 960390. ;-~ight . .ir Fc:o:ce 'I3-57s provic.eCi. close air 

support. 

27 llarch: The 119th movec, to Q;ui Iihon to oono.uot fu"1 air 

landed aasaul t on11e(1. Operation Quyot Thang 128. 'l'he 52d Bn. 

movet'i, 332 troopr3 of the 22d ,\ltv)'; Di v. in three lifts from Phu Fy 

to an I,Z (DR 915825) southeast of Bong Son. 

;U'RIL: 

:5 April: On Operation Q,uyet 'l'he~:1g 131 the 119th :,'m. Co. 

joineo. n baHalion sized operation ~lhich lif'hed a Lnrin0 \~nsk 

Force into two 1;':s in nil1(, Ufi:s. T!10 operation :>taged out of 

9 

-----:-----------.-------_____ ••• ______________ .. ~_ ","-,--,.'-"'0_-



Done: Son airfield. ,3emi_llutomatio and a.utomatic woa;?ons fire was 

reoeivod ana. 1\reu morG in·cense with eao:1 lift. unG :lrIJleo. UlI-1D was 

hit. This opel'ation was the largest lift. the 52d Bn. had ever 

performed. 

11 ;.pril: 11.11 illagle Fligh'G wao liftet1 from Camp Hollol~ay to 

a two ship Lt.: v.t YA 9641. The 119t11 oarried 73 troops in two lifts 

u3ing 6 slioks and 3 gunships. 

19 April: Operation ltUyet 'J!hallg 137 wc,s oonducted in support 

of be 22d Div. Tho 119th llvn Co. joinod other elements of the 

ba'Gtulion in lifting ;20 troops from Phu Cat to LZ dphll (CR 099410) 

on the poninsula north of Qui 1:hon. .\.n additional 100 troops were 

landed at LZ Bravo (CR 075495). Intense gTound fire was reoeived 

from LZ :llpha. and tuo armed UH-1Ds were S:lOt down ane. e}:pleded 

on···impact. ,\11 orew mombers were Idllt:'d. Four other aircraft 

were also hit ,rl. ill one additional crewmun being killed. 

28 April: ~'ho 220. ,illVH Harino ~l'ask Fo1'co Wi\S airlandGd at 

DS 835215. 'rhreo lifts car·dod 520 t:rOCPR from Dong Son, 'The 

119th joined. the 520. En. in. this assault "l711ich ::ltarted with a 

prestrike by eight B-57s e.nd four Sky:raidGr3. 

5 lJ:ay: Fivo slicks and onG guns'lip of the 119th .~vn Co. 

oarriet1 101 troops of the 22cl ili v. from Dong don southwest to an 

1,Z at nH 740515. Fivo lifts were required on this S9c1XCh and kill 

oporntion "hioh had ei"ht F-100s ane, four ,,-gs providing olose air 

support. 

24 !.ioy: Operation lo/1lYet 'J!hang 147 was a 'Joarch and olear 

10 
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opol"ation ,rhich required fivo lifts. '1'110 119th joinG,l othor elements 

of the 52d Ln. at J~ontum to carry 450 troops of thG 2d ]311. 40th 

In!. (;..nVlI) west to an LZ at YJI. 985865. 

JUHl5; 

1 June: The 119th i,vu. Co. conducted an llJaglo Flight in 

response to a convoy ambush on Highway 19 Vlest of Pleil;u (~A 0903(5). 

Hino slicks oscortetl by four gUnships liftGd thG reaction foroo 

into the ambush sHe •• ~s ·~he fliGht waR roturning to Hollo"imy, 

the aircraft began drawing hoavy gTound firo from a sooond ambush 

si to. 'l'wo of thearmot W!':'1 B!l "ilOrO hit by ·the ground firo and 

\roro forced to land. The c):"e'1S Vlore lmmoo.:!.ato1Y r08ouod. 'l'h<lr<l 

wore 110 injurios sUTcd.nccc by ru:>:y of tho or",\{ mombero, uno. ·ehe two 

dOl-med nirol'('.ft W<l:t'O lat~r r<looverod. 

19 JUYJ.G: '.i.I'i!O sHcks tlsoort0o. by tuo (,'1.mships oarriod oarg1l 

fr~llI Kontum to Dolt Svt (BY 9;;2516) • .\.s -Gho airoraH ontored tho Dale 

Jilt valley (Y:B 915355) tho lonel aircra:f't. came Undor intense 

automatio wenpona f:l.':'0. j~bo 100.(1. 8.irornft. was h:i.t !lnd oaught firo 

on tho left sido, n<:)(,.::' t)1C t03.:l boom. Tho ai):"')rl).1:'+ (ncGroc, nuto­

rotation. Th0 tail boom sora:rl'.tocl from tho airoraft at 300 foot 

above the ground elld tho aircraft hit tho GTott'ld invertod and 

exploded on impact. ho orew members survivoc'. 

28 Juno: 'The 119th mado a troop lift from Till. Canh to 

Dale Sut oarrying 130 troops in throo lifts. Four Slqrai(lcrs 

provided air covor, but no ground firo .1as reoeived. 

JULY: 

16 July: '.(Iho 119t11 '.Vll. Co. joinod tho other un! ts of 

11 
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tho 52d Bn. in Highway 1ge,roao. cl00xine O;.:>oraedol1 Dun ~]li()n 109" 

The 119tl1 stogQC1. out of Cf'Ll:; I;oJ.J.ouay, uhilo flt:e10I' olomen'Os of 

the battalion staGC'd from lu1.kho :,;i.rfiold. Ail' roreo B-52s bombon 

'cho rid::;os 011 bot'l sides of Higl1'l7ay 19 at the Fang YanG Pass. 

~'hi" \las tho first time 'eho D-52s had flown a mission in support 

of grOUl1d foroos. 

24 July: .i. oombat ext:Daction of the 1 d ltallGer Dn. (IlRVH) 

;iV,S mado from on LZ (Bn 308352) soutil of imkhr,. Hinty-six troops 

':TOro cxtracted in ono lift. to Cc.mp Holl(lVIay ,d.'chout ineident. 

'".UGU'3'r: 

::; :lUf;llst: Ope:mt{on Dan I.'hanc 5 ';ms oonduotocl by tho 

ontire 52d Bn, oporc',Ung from C~mp Hollo,my, ;;['ho 3r1 Mel 8th 

Ba'Gt~il)ns, 1 st 1.ltV1: ;.hbornc lJrigade "loro oarriore in six lifts 

to tho landinG ZOllO at Dt''lCO airstrip, ~rho Sl'ooi::l )roroes Camp at 

,JUcco hnd beou u"lnor seit;" for sovoral weol,s by 011 ostimntec1. 

va be:t:d:;a.lion., S:neJ.l r,rms ~n('~ Ltutomfl:b:i.f} ucnpo:13 fir0 'las roceived 

in t110 vicinity cf ':;110 },Z" D.na i.,/o nircrnf~ '.70ro hit. 

10 lluguct: ~'h(' 5t.h .·JlVl, ;.;'.r1>orno,h1, \JUS li.ft.C'r1 from Camp 

lIollouay to Ducco. '.l'ho 119th ond o-cho:;.- olomonts of -eha ~:?'d Bn, 

carriod 450 troops in threo lift',l, Ont:1o t:1ird lifi; the 119th 

"as di vortoc~ to YA 917269 to OJ~trnct A5 :lRV,i KL.s to Ploi,ru, 

I;;malJ. arms, automatic w01:'.]?ons ar.rl mort'J.l' firo uns recoivorl in tho 

landing zono, ~'\'Io nriUod U:.;-1:Js rece;.veo. 11i-:;s aml ono door gUl1l1or 

\JUs \7oUlldecJ., 

~J©?'j}_ ~:.IDr:.!R: 

10 Septombor: 'rhe 119t11 :.vn. Co, joinod o'chor 52d Bn, units 

12 
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at Quang' ligoi in I COrpfJ ,e.nd pel'rol'moc', an <1irlandcd ul3saul t and 

extraction in support of tho 5t'1 1],) 3pocinl ]'orc03 Group. Fifty 

U3SF Mil 210 Vi,' Rnneors \,0:'0 liftod from tho stae;ofiold at ,Quang 

Ngo.i, \lost to tho L;~ at DT 137003 in ono lift, and Inter oxtractod 

from the same LZ in one lift •• til' Force Il-52s ane. B-57s 1101'0 u~~ 

in the prestriko uhilo oigilt ,\"'1IIs fl= air covor durinG' tho 

landing. 

OCTOn:":n: 

20 Ootobor: US Speoiai Foroos, Dot 0-2, requoatod assistance 

from the 52d .~vn En .. for tho Special Forces Camp at Plei Ee, 1lhich 

17as under attack. TITo armod helicopters and a f1~e ship of tho 

119'l;h ;,Vll. Co. \701"0 o.ispatehod and go.vo illw,linb.tion and oil' cover 

'Wltil tho orri val of ;dr l'o);'\)o fltll'o (md fightor aircraft. Lator 

in the morning t110 o:rmod Ull-1Bs of the 119th receivod into11so auto­

matio .,<Japons fire from all quadrants, "hil0 esoorting medical 

evacuation helicopter"! :from the Plo! Ho Camp. One of tho gunships 

\10.8 shot dOl7n Yr.i:th lJI") f'.')~~yi YO'r.'S. 

24 OC'cober: 1~10 11 %h "'Vll. Co. joine:: other units of the 

52d Bn. in doploying 400 troops of the 22d Runger Bn. along tho 

routo or the ;.xmorod Task Foroo Ol1l"Oute to the Ploi tio CDmp. 

25 Ootobor: Tho 119th .i.Vll. Co. afJsiste0. tho 1 st Bdo, 

1st :dr Cay Divo , in 0. troop placoment from Cam::! Holloway to an 

LZ on the road to Ploi 110 (Z.l 245165). 

28 October: ~'ho 119th "Vll. Co. asoiste(~. in ~xtracting 

tho 4-2d "illY!: Ranger Company from the airstrip at Ploi Me to Heu 

Ploilrn .tirfiold in 'b..o lifts. 
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HOVillLJ.))!:l1 : 

7 i'iovombel': ~;ho 119Jch ;,vn. Co. Gnd othor units of tho 

52d En. oonducte0. un nirlnndod o.ssauJ. t. US Eurino Heliooptor 

Squadron H!;i1I 363 uo.s attached to the 52d Bn. for this operation 

uhiah stagod out of Tuy !ioa. 'J.\m Dnttalions of the 47th In!. llogt. 

nnd tuo battalions of the ;>.irborno 'laf;k Force voro carried no;t'th-

1,ost to an LZ at BQ 905580. 

9-12 iiovomber: 'lho 119th :.vn. Co. spent the period from 

9- 12 Hov. n·:: :part of tho 52d Bll. ill· support of tho .:JlVE .irtillo:t'j'" 

30hool in D. Combined ;\rms Demonotrotion at tho Duo My 'l'raining 

Contor. 'fllII.rteon slioks nnd six gunships of tho oompany wore 

usod in tho domonstration •• i.s purt of the domonstration, a total 

ot: 546 troops \lore liftod on an airlandoc~ as saul t. 

18 ilovombor: ~'ho 520. :.vn. Dn. stngod II Corpu Operation 

Thnn l'hong 7 from Duoco. ~'I7elvc elicks ond six gunships of tho 

119th took part as 1500 troops >lore carried in fi vo lifts, fl'om 

Duoc. to on LZ at Yl, 841092. ~\.,o aircraft sustained lieht damago 

from ground firo roceived in the In Drnng Valloy south of Duoco. 

DECnDJER: 

30 Dooembor: Per the last oombat assault of tho yoar, 

tho 119t11 joined othor elemonts of tho 52d Bn. to 1'.irlift 465 

troops of tho 23c1 In! Div (:Jl.V::), from Boun En Yane: (DQ. 010010) 

to L'n LZ at DQ 280045. 'l'he oporatien uas conducted in three lifts, 

and cround firo .IUS reoeived. There ,TOre 00 hits, however. 
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PART VI 

I IAINTTmAlICK 

As the 119th Aviat.ion CJmp~n;' is husy S.o aro the supporting 

units and tho Service Plato .on. ThJ yoo.r 1965 WClS a time of great 

change from a relativcl;r stntic situation to a highly mobile ono 

in which movement of the oompany from one location to another 

required expodieious maintenance support, Tho heavy mission 

requirements necessitated close coordihnation c:mong all maintcmunce 

personnel, and this is the outstqnding feature of the units 

supporting this company. The 545tli Transportation Detachment (CHFM) 

and the 70th Signal Detachment (Avionics) have done outstanding 

work "lith the afrcraft of this company, and tho aver;:~e avai.lab;i.lity 

of aircraft for the year has buon 83 percent, 

Personnel arriving fresh from ma:\.ntonanco school required , 

trllining, md tho Service Platoon "rovieled a sound pr03r::un of on 

tho jeb training from those young, inexperienced, but highly 

motivated men. Through a program of training in tho maintenance 

hnngnr J these men learned enough to be selectod as senior helicopter 

m;;Ohaniml nnel crow chiefs. Attesting to thoir firo-·-.l;-k is' 'tho, fact 

that there have been no accidents or incidents ,'lttributablo to faulty 

or negligent maintenanco through t.his year, 

In aircraft, vehicle, and com.unications maintenanco, tho 

119th has boen able to mo"tintain its mission ready posture oven though 

long hours of work woro requirod on the part of eaeh mM in each soot-ion. 

Working both night nnd day during periods of heavy maintenance 
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rcquircmon~s domonstl'ICtod the "eon do" spirit which marks tho 

cxcollenee of thoso supportin~ units nnd tho Service Platoon. 

At tho closo of thJ yoar J t~~c Sorvico Pl<l.toon, in conjunction 

with the 545th nIx! 70th Dotachmonts holpod th 119th to. ~fl3or.a 

Christ.maS . progr::un nnd party for 120 undorprivilegod war refugees 

from Pleilru Provined i Till Success of this party could bost be 

moasurod by the smilos oh tho fnees of tho children &nd tho 

fino young mon of tin l.U\.it, 
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pi.a VII 

In tllG field of :.vi:tion ;)Dfety, tlw ll9th iviL,tion C0r1p1my 

h,:s again ~hown itself to bo the best. During 1965 tile COltlprny 

sU8trinud onl.' t1l0 D.irer:.ft [ccic\cnts, " rc:cord unhu.rd of ill Lrwy 

i.vi1:-tion. 'L:I! ... ;cecord rG[clly bccoliles impre8'live whon one considers 

thct tho cOllprny flew nc; rly 17,000 ,wu,'s during the Y0(r, much of 

tho tir.lC in tight forlll[tion, rnd freu C'·n airiltll.eld whcre the 

density altitude is 5000 feet 111most {JverJ'dll.y. This se.foty 

recortl is being crrricd on into 1966. 

Both acciclents ocurrcd on 10 Septcmb8r 1965, when the compl1ny 

~Ii S just 20 <lays short of {Jstablishin[l n record of 0;10 '!Q'ar Nithout 

a single accid",nt i Out di~F llns deattot"cl in r crll.Sh 1't Duk p",k 

Nhilo 011 iot,n to the 219th . viDtiol1 Conpcny. UH-IB 539 lEd 1'.n 

en,,;inc f~ilurc 1'.t Tnn C"_nh 1'\ud 1/C2, tl2J;l"ged by the subscc,ucnt )t'rd 

lending. The following dey 589 11[.3 conplotc:ly d,·stroyed whc:n e. 

recovery CH-37 lost power at tempting to sling lo"d 'elle L'rmr,gud 

r ircr; ft and sd·".lod b;; ck on top of it. 

Shortly "ftor our .'oepkr.lbcr 1ccidonts tho 52d ;,vir..tion Bcttcllion 

"Illft,'jn progi'iJJll celled I I Snm'lbdll I the idee, behind the progrem 

.. 1, S to build ie. sr.fcty rccorJ. P. little bit cot r. timE:; l€ti:,ing tho 

record grow much like r. snol1b: 11 Gl'O\~s. Tho 119'011 i,viation COI.IPE.ny 

turnod out the best tor •. l ill the bi.ttalioll I'.nd rolle,; up " 4400 bour 

u.owbe,11 by the yours ,;nd. The fJl1ol1brll continuG3 to c:rm; in 1966. 
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"' 
IJIE: ;'~ .. G:··j .:JJD HOHOW3 

Consti tutoc, 14 Juno 1944 IV] 81 d Transportation Corp~l Composi to 
Compo.ny 

f.otivntod 5 July 1944 at l3l'i(Jbc.nc, :mstrnl,in 

Rodosignatod 1 J:aroh 194~ as 81st Trunsportution Corps Horbor 
Craft Company 

Int'.Oti vntod 15 IIay 1946 in tho Pacif:i.o 'J.~llonter 

.:.oti vatod 20 Deoombor 1946 in I'iunilalli tll Philippino 300ut 
porso1111el 

llodosignatod 9 .~ugul3t 1947 ail 81st TrOllsportntion lIm'bor Craft 
Compnny 

Inaotivatod 1 Juno 1949 

Redesignated Hi flUC'l'.'J b 1957 as olst 1'ro.l1sportatioll Company 

.·,otivatecl 12 Soptemb?r 1957 at f'art Riley, Kansas 

Redesigna.ted 14 Juno 1963 as 119th ;,\r.i.dion Compuny (fJ.r l.:obile 
LiGM) a.t Ploiku. Ho'Oublio of V:i.etnam 

(This Cempany is not related historically to tl10 81at 'fr''.llSpo:t'tation 
Company (Boat)) 

CJ;r:.IGI1 3ILV;m 11.. D::l: 

,;),- p Stru... 
Hen Guinoa 

DECOR.~I.rrOllS; 
:>';one 
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COIJllAND1NG OFFICERS 119th AVIATION COlIPANY 1965 

Major Scyward N. Hall 070743 J, ,~an - 7 Feb 

Capt. Charles H. Crowe 040213h3 7 Feb - 9 Mar 

Hajor Carl E. Rhode~ 09410ho 9 M:ll' - 10 Aug 

Major Ch:lrlos W. Hooney 082211 ~:O Aug - 31 Doc 
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119TH l,VI;,TION COhPIllY 
Roster of Kq Personnel 31 Doc 65 

liE-udgu{\,rtorl!, 
Hoollcy, Ch,"rlc5 H; 
Johnson, 13rc.dloy J. 
Thohlpson, Dr.vid Ej 
C1uc,llinc, Ch1.:rles E, 
Zo€;.k, l.-dwvrci J.' 

1st j,irlift Pl"toon 
Blunck, 40 G. 

ld j,irlift pJ;_t.2.2.!1 
Jvmcs, Robert B. 

,0 

iir.jor 
Cl'.pt 
Cc,pt 
t{\pt 
l/SGT 

capt 

dupt 

l!'d J'.irlift Pldoon Urmcd) 
Hright, Robert K. dept 

f>crv i cv I'lr,t'2.Q,!l 
Rhodes, liugh ll. C1.:pt 

545th Trans Dot (C}!FlQ 
hicholson, Fred R. Ccpt 

70th Signal Dot 
Borry, FrnkUn H. C~,pt 

94th ilcdicul Det 
H<:X1Ilcll, John R. Capt 

--_._--., ..... _-----------

Ofl2211 
063300 
091'(07 
095143 
HJ,13245132 

05730930 

0531001G 

05405565 

05300696 

04045241 

05525942 
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Compeny COHlIlUlIl(or 
Lxeoutivo Officer 
Opor<:tions Officor 
IntclU'.:<:-noo Officer 
Co 1st SGT 

Platoon Commnndcr 

Platoon CO~1L-\1hdcr 

Plc-,toon Conu:lcnder 

Dct COnU,lDn(,Cr 

Dot Comml.'ndur 

Dot Corronrndcr 

--------_._ ... _-" ... __ .,----



CCL:GA'l' IlOUll3 FLO\n.., 

COEllAT ;30)1'1'1.,;8 

'.+:O'l'AL CAllCO 

3~t'Nl'I;JiJ.lrC;J 

11 Sth;k.rie:i;.1 0,1 COl"pany 
1)65 

um:)Jl!lll O)~ AmClUF": III~ BY GROUlID PIRE 

* nID.m:mn OF AIRCJ1APf ACCIDJ:!lE,.'S 

16,925 

35,415 

525 Tons 

68 

2 

* An 0-lF of the 119th Aviation Co. ,las destroyed on 10Sept 

whiltil on loan to the 219th Aviation Co • 
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i 

Hours Flown and A~ai1abi1ity Rate During 1965 
I 

UH-lB 01 ... F 

Month Hours Availability Hours A V'Ililah1llt.y 

Jan 6.5 182.7 90% 224 89% 

Feb 65 1449 92% 219 80% 

Mar 6.5 186.5 9CJ/, 220 82% 

Apr 6.5 1665 87% 185 92% 

Ma:y 65 1.1)2.5 94% 151 56% 

Jun 65 992 80% 56 891; 

JuJ. 65 950 77% .14 90% 

Aug 65 951 79% 19 76% 

Sop 65 ll72 85% 36 ?i)% 

oct 65 976 73% 0 N/A 

Nov 65 1098 80% 0 N/A 

Dec 6.5 1331 88% 0 N/A 

Totals, 1.5801 1124 

Ave raga 84.6% 81% 
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