
}J f~,,,,.:7i,??qrC/2 ... ' .... " .: 

" 

,": 

.-:-~~.' 
;:'~-.'"'' 

': .. ~. 

\f\.\PA "1'\ 

\ 

"~ ~ . , . 
." ... 

' .. 
• 

,.0, 

tJ 
i 

· • • ; 

; 

· · · · • 

• • · 

· · • • 

. . 

./ 

'\ 

. 
'\ 
" "" 

•• -.. tIl. 
t ',,' , ,.. . .,' ..... 
' .. 

.'-

• 
" 

." • 

" -." 
~ 
= 

' .. 

.. , ". . .: 

. t i 
", .. 
! t: 
, " , ... , . 
-; 
-=', 

-----.---------- ··_---------'------'-0 ... 

" , . 

" 

, , 

o ,,\ . . 
" 

~'.. . .. .. 
, " 

". ~". . .. . ~ ........ , . -. 

... ,- -' 
~ .: •.• i • , 
I . 
;-t •• : 
. L~, /~\ 

. '.' \ • 
.. , 

,,' 

I • •• r· . 
• • ~ , f 

~. . : . 
'::' ... .11:,; 

.\. 
';, \ ....... , ... 

'-' .~, 

r.~··l .,-

-

.":~; :(,:~.~., : ...•• \ '·"i:·~·1 · . ,..' .'.; , " • .. ,i t'.,' \ •• I. "-.1.' ••... 
• '" , I t -".; 

' .... , .p .... I...i 1t:""';""1 ".tII 'I 
. '. I r_ -" 'I ( , .. ;", . -. '. , , 

:~:.~.!, ~f..!I.l .. '-] .- \ .. -" ,1,,\ 
t·, 'I '\", , . 

\
'-"'\ .......... -........ ~ ~, ... \ ,- l-'-.t-i 
.~_l =:.- ',::=:: \~I : . ..;:::.'" 



/ 

.. 

---------,,-.---~.----

History of 

335th ,~ssnu1t Helicopter Ca;lpnny 

145th C(t".lb~t /,vinti:Jl1 Buttclion 

/~O San Frnncisco, Calif.· 96227 

Prepared by 

Cpt. John L. Hooc~ 

& 

Cpt. Troy Reeves Jr. 

Approved by 

Loyburn vI. Brocleflell Jr. 

LTC Infantry 

Comr.w.ndina 

HEi.DqUJ.RTERS 

335th J.ss~ult Helicoptor CQ",lPUny 

'.145th CQ";lb~t i.vi[!tion Battclion 

,~O S[!n Fr~ncisco, Cclif. 96227 

-, 



T. ELl:: OF OO}U'''.:m S 

HIGHLIGHTS OF 1966 i.C1:IvrrI~,S ••• II ................................................ 1 

J ;..NtJ1BY .......................................... , ............... 4 

FEBRU lIiY. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .. • • • • • • • • .. • • • ... 7 

~'4J.R 011. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .. • • • • • • • • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 9 

J~RIL .................................................... '0 • • •• 14 

MliY ........................................................ 19 

JU~lB ••••••••••••••••••• "'. • • • • • • • • • • • • • .. .. • • • • • • • .. .. • • • • • .. •• 24 

JULY.. • • • • • • • • • • • • .. • • • • • • • .. • • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .. • • • • • • • • •• 28 

J1UGU,gr .............. " • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 33 

s~~~ ..................... It • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 39 

a croBm. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 45 

NOVEMBER •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 51 

DECE!4BID ••••••••••••••. • •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 57 



Fran 1 January until 31 .~ugust 1966 the Cowboys of, the 33,th were members 
of Canpany 1., 82nd i.viation Battalion. As of 1 September 1966 thl" Cowboys were 
redesignated. The 33,th J.viation COl1pany (1.iITolobile Light) came into being, 
Subsequently, this designation was chl.'.nged to 33,th .issault Helicopter Cannany 
(Ji.l'lL). ' 

Throughout the yenr the mission of the unit, reGardless of deSignation, 
was tho Sl'Io1e- to provide the 173rd J:.:trborno Brigl',de (Separate) wi th the best, 
most professione,l airmobile support available anywhere in the world. 

To provide thl.s close support, the 33,th was atteched to the 173rd l.irborne 
BriGade. ' 

The organization of the cOl1pany wi. th its attached units remained the sar,le. 
That is, internal1y, the 33,th consisted of two airlift platoons, knOlm as tho 
Ramrods and the llustmgs, an armed holicopter pletoon, known as the Falcons, end 
the service plato:m wldch owned the well-knovm recovery ship, Horsothiof. 
J.ttachod to the 33,tll were the 25th Nedioal Dotachment, the 166th Transportnti:m 
Dotacbnont nnd tIlo 23hth Sii,nnl DetaoiY,lent. J.dditienal1y, the 173rd J.viation 
Platoon, the orGnnic aviation element' lI:tthe 173rd Airborne Brigade, was unc.lor 
the operational control of the canpany, and Casper was their nar,le. 

The area of operation for the ca:tpa!1Y , in support of the brigade, we,s the 
entire In Corps tacticnl area of tho Republic of Viet Nem. Within this III Corps 
thore wore sa,le sectors which caused anxiety in the h(.erts of the avir.:tors such 
as War Zone D, the area around Song Be, and around Xuan Loc. B ut wherever' the 
brige,de ,lent, tho Cowboys of the 33,th ,101'0 always present. 

To speak of the deeds of the Cowboys in an edequato manner, a shert sur.mlar:;r 
of the various operations and occurrences must'be ~.de. 

1966 be[;11i1 in the appropriato r,lanner - ~ ccnbat lift on Null YOm's D",y to 
opcn Operation lIarauder in thc Ba.!) Trai area. Thon bocalling Operation Cr:i.r,lp, tIle 
Cowboys onterod the Hobo lr1oods, just South of Hal' Zone C. The c,!'eater pert of 
January was spum in crushing the Viot Cong in the Hobo l'1'ooc:s. Hiss Jo Collins, 
of Playr,wte fllTae, visited the Cowboys. Subsequont r,lentien of this wes r.1.1do in 
Playboymaf,nzino. 

The mfljority of February involved supporting the briGade in its TJ.OR 
(Tactical Jiron of Hosponsibility) !!t Bien HOIl. Coc1entmed Uniontovm, thl.s Tl.OR 
"ork was continued by olonents of the brigade during the rOr.taindor of the year. 
lodc;itionnl sUPI'ort VIas provided the 1st Inf"antrJr Divisien at Di im. 

Possibly one of tIlO finest hours l to date, of tho Cowboys occUrred during 
Operation Silver City, in Harch, in War Zone D. Specifical1y, on the evenine: of 
15 :l'iarch e forco of two thousand VC encireled tho 2/,03rd Infantry, a b.ttalion 
of tho 173rd .lirborne Dr:l.t.;adt.. Throughout tho night the VC remained silent, but 
as the first resup:,cly helicopter arrived just niter sunrise, tho attack began. 
The,' l'osupply helicopter lillS shot down, arm;lunition .. as critical. The COUbOYBI 
responding to the emergency, sling-loaded llT,t:lunition into thc LZ under lutherinc 
hostile fire • .t.t the time the first sling lOl:d ef tir.J" unition arrived, tho 
battalion wes usinr; tho last that it had on-hand. When tile VC broke contact 
after a dny-long battle they left bohind four hundred of their dead. To Srr:! 
that the Cowboys savcd tho day would be an unc:orstater.Jent. 

On 27 li.'1l'ch H"jol,' Larry J. Bl1lgbr:tan took caol,mand of the CO',lpcny frcr,l He,jor 
Donald i.. Chatlplin who returnod to (JONUS, 



1l.pril was the scene of Operation I)anverin Song Be area. For this, tho 
canpany moved in its entirety to tho Special Forces c.:unp at Song Be. Numerous 
canbat assaults woro porfon-lOd throUl~hout the heavily junglod arcc. Very few 
hits llere tcken on this operation. 

Operation Do::,tor,. during May, took place in an arec East of BHn .Roa, yet 
vlest of Xuan Loc. A. '3oarch cnd clocr opbration, it wasct short duration. 
Following tIns was Operation Hcrdihcoci, by Xa Einh Gia, just North of Vung Tau. 
The purpose .ms to secure a base Cll'llP i)osition for the ne,lly-arrived Royal 
i.ustrclian Rcgir.lent. l-lilny long range patrol missions Trore accanplished, to include 
the first recorded cnergcncy night extraction of an 1RRP under fire. 

On 9 Juno Oporati::m Hlll'dihood bec.:une Hollandia, u search and destroy mission 
in the mountains on tho sellCoast just North ef Vung Tau. l.nother first for the 
COllboys - tho first night canbat assault in tho III Corps arca of RVN over --
llnS the ass!:'.ult to beGin tho operation. 29 June saw N.:\jer Ernest H. Johnson 
take canmand ef the ccmpany from Hajor LarrJ J. Baughr.lan. Uter Hollandia, 
Operation Yorkto,m cOl;llllCnced. l.gain it WCB a search and dcstroy Llission. It was 
during this operation that si.."t hundrc;d and forty U .. S. troopers wore helilifkd frot;l 
the area of oporation, just South of Xucn Loc, to a shower point loce.ted near tl'.e . 
Xuan Loc airfield. This proved the Cowboys flexibility. 

In tho second ,100k ef July, Yorktown wns ccmpletod nnd Oporction i.urorr.: I 
began. Both a road clelll'ing and search and destroy operation, its interest w~ 
highway 20, fran Xuan Loc North to Da Hoa just inside the II Corps i.rea. The 
hiGhway was being used rather heavily by the VC. In nddition, the rich riee 
country around Vo Dat wns feeding the VC. J.:s thc brigade clelll'cd the highway and 
moved into tho,.,Vo D!:'.t crea, tho operat1:ln boc.:une .i~urora II. The Cowboys thon 
garrisoned thcr.tsolves /I;.t the Vo Dat nirfiold. The evant .. lost probabl;)r rcr;lomborcd 
is the flood which swept evorything into tho nearby llooded area. But a very 
tragic oc~ l~as tho crash ef a troop-carry1l1£.; CO\~boy and tho attendant ten 
f~.tali tics. . 

Xuan Loc w.:tS the base ef operations for the Cowboys in the month of i.uc;ust 
during Opert.tion Tolodo. The brigmlo, with iJ1.VN units attMhed, callbed the crea 
East of Xuan loc. Extensive use w!:tS uado of the long range p!:ttrols. Host nok.ble 
wns the rescue, in the fOG and r£'in, of a lone-surviving creW-lan of a dOl·med 
f.ledev/lc aircraft. 

Tho brigade returnod in Operation Sioux City to its stcr.lping ground, vIar Zone 
D, during Septer.lber und oarly October. The Cl:'.sper platoon er.!ployc.d its [In-lOd 
OH-13 circrnft for the first time. The VC seei:Jed to stay out of sight during this 
operation, probatly remQ:.:bering vividly their defeat in i'Jarch (\uring Silver City. 

Operation Robin becan on 10 October. Elcr'lonts of tho 4th Infantry Division' 
were arriving at Vung Tau frcr.l cmms and were to garrison t\t Bearcat, about ten 
tliles Southenst of Bien Hoa. The operntion wns thc.n a road security i.lission, 
keepinG open hir;hlillY 15 between Vung Tau and Bearce.t. Concurrontly, the COllboys 
provided threa UH-lDl s I:'.nd two OO-l.3s frcr.l the Caspors for Operation Winchester 
at Dt\ Nnng ."..irkse in the I Corps area. It Wt\S a;Lso during October tht\t the VC 
sub·otq"ed the Falcon helicopter parking nree. ct Bien Hoa. Before the helicopters 
could be ovucuate(\ one gunship wns destroyed and another severely dlllil.:\ged. 

1vith JIRVN units <:ttr.ched, the briGcde beGun Opera'cion i-feridian in Hovcr.lber' 
The area was War Zone C ubove Tay Ninh. i'lakinG mu:lOrous cOlilbr.t nDsaults and 
r.ngle FlifJ1ts it wall soon c1iscoverod that the VC lrore in the area in force. Thus 
Operation J.ttleboro, a l.lulti-divisional opcrt\tion .·ms born. Despite tho terri~lc 



terrain, over one thcJUsn<\t.: VC ,lOre killed. Thc.re l'lere <ili;lOst eenstt.nt ccnbnt 
asscults by the COiII]JYS threughout the perixl. 

Upon the cor.lpletiJn of .. ttlebaro on 20 Nove .. lber tho Cowboys reverted te their 
continucllaissi:n af supportinG brignde olw.lOnts in the Ti.OR at Bien Hoa. J~n 
eventucl opLrcticm ,"Inco, clcvelopod fra:I the T':"OR I.lissic:m in lute NovClaber. A 
search und c1elJtroy J.lission, it covered tho crea betlJ(;cn Bion Hoa and Xuan Loc. 

The COl,boy olcr.lOnt 1-lhich wns supportinc the 4/503rd Infantry nt Du Nnnc 
returnod in en1'1y DOCcr.Iber to Bien Hon. Opc.r('.ticn Canary/Duek, ac.:ain u LIission of 
sccuring high1-1Oy 15 between Vung Tau and BcorClCt, began on 7 Docoabar. This t:ir.le 
the rand wr.s se;CUJ:'od for olcr.lOnts of the 199tll Light In1'nntry Brigade and the 9th 
Infantry Divisi:Jn which were arrivinc fra:1 CONUS. .t.ctivities durinG the operation 
were normal until 23 DecOi;lbor when tho 4/503rd Infuntry wus to be withclruwn fra.! 
PZ Stur,:p be;cause of the forthcOl;ling Christr.:as truce. The battalien had h('.(' tiinor 
contr.ct 1-lith unlcn~m enor.lY forces, und rio pr.rticular problor.ls lIere oxpectod during 
the oxtr('.Ctien. H01'1CVcr a surpriso l;'<\S in store. During the; extr<\ction u lcrGe 
enOLlY forco H<!de its pre;se;nce felt by ruthlessly utkcking both tho troops on the 
PZ ('.nd the Col'Tboys lIho l'TOre r.1nldnc the extrr.ctiJn lifts. 1.fter thirteen lifts by 
the Cowboys under o.."rtrOLlely ho<!vy firo tho extraction mlS cOLlplote. The; C01'fboy 
aircraft • .arc riddled with halos ene, twe crcw:::en wore injured. Tlus sort of acti:Jn 
by the C~lboys w,::,s indicdive of their skill, t:leir velcr • 

.!..fter the Christnus truco, OperctiJn Ccn,::,ry/Duck continued. J.ncl the Couboys 
otere there. 111e yoar closed on thut note. 

:.n CJcn;.lplo of tho tror,:omlous efforts o.."Cpended by the 335th i.sseult Helicopter 
Coup any in tho ecca.lplish·,lent of its i.dssion is evidenced by the followinc 
statisticnl det.::. nCC1lr.:ulated durinG the period1Jenu.::.ry 31 ~ DcCG.-:Jber 1966! 

Coupany-si zo Ca.lbet i.s::mul ts 
Flyinc Hours 
Sorties 
Cargo (Tons) 
Passongors 
1.:ircr cl't l:li t b)" Hostile Fire 
Jdrcrcl't Destroyed 
Major l.:ircraft 1.ccidents 
Persont~el Killed in i.ction 
Personnel "foundod In '.ction 

Ij560 
25:,671 
66,329 

3,486 
95,577 

184 
7 
9 
6 

29 

The fol101dnc Il1Qards 1'1ere presented to uenbers of the Ccr.1PCny during the 
period,1 J cnuury 31 to December 1966. 

Lecbn of 110rit 
DistinGUished ~nG Cross 
Brenze Star for Velar 
Bronze Star 
Jdr i'Icdu~ for Velor 
idr Hedel 
J~lY COI'.mendetiDt'. ij(lccal 
Purple Heart 

2 
52 
4 

60 
'180 

4,865 
74 
32 

Ca:lpatry J., 82nd J.vintioJn . Bcttalion wee cwcrded the Haritorious Unit 
COLrr.1endation for J.chievCr.lent in the perforr.lD.nce of outstandinG service in the 
Republic of Viet i1a.l for the period N~ 1965 - July 1966 .• 
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CQlPMJY A, G2ND AV1'lTI0)T BlcTT,'.LION 
17.3rd .:irborne Brir;;:ode' (Separate) 

APO San' Francisco 96250 

hNovember 1966 
3UBJECT: Honthly History for Comp8l1Y fl., n2nd Lvir.tion '3a.tt~lion: 

TO: Commanding Officer 
335th t.viation Company (MIT.) 
17.3rd i.irborne Brig1'.de (Sep) 
APO San Francisco 96250 

1. OPER;,TIONS: 

a~ : Thcy",a'r .1966. bog2.n irith .the .1ifting ,:'f:ro ':r t,. ',:,,, on Hew Years Day, into Bao Trai, en o.irstrip NortmTest of Saigon. The Company set up o;Jert.tions wit.h the Brigade at Bao Trai and sUYlported the Brigade on Opero.tion Hr.rauder. 

flown. 
in the 

b. 2 January 1966-norma1 support missions for the Brig2de were CaptD.in Alfred L. Devre was hit by enenw groUnd fire. The wound foot, kept hiLl out of action for several days. 

c. Norl!llll supnort of the Brigade continued through 6 J2.nuary, with a 324 troop lift on the 6th. 

d. Operrtion HD.r2.uder ended on 7 January 1966. 

e. The 17.3rd Airborne Brigcde moved into Hobo l.'loods on f1 Je.nuarv to begin Operation Crimp. The Cowboys led by Hajor Chamnlin lifted 420 troops to secure t,l1e BrigJ.de CPo Two rircraft were dame.ged by rcround fire. 

f. ;\n assault in the Hobo 1J6ods on 9 Januarv cost the' Cowbove three aircr,:ft damaged by ground fire. 

g. Cb 11 January 1966, normal sunnort of the 'lrigrde's Oneration Crimp continued. Cbe UH-ID was assigned the nlea.s~.nt mission of tr~nsporting I,ass Jo CollinS, the Playmc.te of the Year, who was in Vietn8·m visitin", the 17.3rd :.ir borne BrigHde. 

WO James Hunter and ~10 Ronald Basney were VITA. WO Hunter was evacuated to the States with a .30 Caliber round through his shin. WO Dasney was flying again after medic.::'.l treatment for shrannel wounds. 



" . 

Subject: I'lonthly History for Company A, 82nd :'Vl1 En 4 November 1966 

h. 12, 13, and 14 J~.nu(\ry, were the final dc.ys of Operation Crimp. 
'fhe Cowboys lifted 748 troops of t.he 173rd .. irborne and 1st Info.ntry Division 
during these three dQys. The Cowboys moveci back into Bien Hoa as Operation 
Cr:iJnp terminated on 14 January 1966. 

i. The .cowboys flew norr,o.l support of the '1rigcde from the "Corral" 
at Bien Hoa froll Janua.ry 15 through the lrlth. 

j. 356 troops of the Bri::;&dels 2nd Battaliori, 503rd Infantry were 
lifted on 19 January by the Cowboys with Falcon cover. 

k. The Cowboys lifted 100 troops of 2/503 from Phu Loi to Bien Iloa, 
&nd the Fa.lcons flel'; overhead cover for the Battalion I s road convoy thct 
trr.velod from Phu Loi to Bien Hoa on 20 Jr.nuary. 

1. Jrnuary 21, 22, and 23, were normal supDor-c of t,11e Brig?de. 

m. On JQnuary 24th Major Gibhons led a lift movinR 99 1st Divisinn 
troops. Hnjor Champlin led a 10 ship lift to move 140 troops of the I73rd 
.iirbornc. 

n. 25, 26, and 27 January, were in normal sup"Ort of the 173rd f.ir_ 
borne. 

o. 28 through 31 J"nuary, saw the Cowboys lift 1606 troops with one 
ship being damaged by enemy fire. 

II. lionthly Sta.tistics: 

01!-13 UH-IE UH-IB,~Il) UH-ID Total 

Sorties 1 250 11-45 3556 4252 

. Hours 1 86 493 1120 1700 

. Pax 822q 

Cargo 257 tons 

Aircr&ft Hits 17 

f. 
~ 

............... ~. ·_--- ,---------------_ .. _ ... _-_ ......... _ ...... _-.... . 



Subject: Eonthly l:istory for Canparw A, S2r;d Avn Dn 4 Novemter 1966 

1 February 1?66 through 2S February 1966 

a. The Cowbo-p:s and Falcons began Fotruar3" with normal Brigade support 
missions. 

b. The 3rd of the month found the COHboys and Falcons attached to the 
1st Aviation Dattalion for a combat assault. IlSjor Champlin led the 226 
troop lift mission. 

II. The :u.'th Aviation Battalion at Dien iloa requested help from' the 
COHboys on the ~th day of February. The Cowboys used 10 UB-lD's to lift 
215 troops, whilo tho Faloons supplied two liGh'G fire teams as oscorts for 
the "slicks". 

d. The fourth through the eighth of Fe~ruar~' fOl1nd the Cowtoys in no):'.;,'al 
support of the 173rd Airtoroe. 

e. AGain on February 9th, the COHboys with Falcon cover aided the 145th 
Aviation Dattalion. 

f. Nine Collbo:;-s on 10 February 1966 participated ina fly-by for the 
173rd. 

c. Trcining was the ordor of the day for 11 lcebruary. "Feoping Tom" 
techniques wero practiced by a DB-lD and a 1<'alcon liGht fire team. Decca 
naVigation trcininc was conducted by tl10 UH-lD'S. 

h. February 12th - 15th broL~Ght only normal Drigado Support missions. 

i. 16 I"obruar-y bnl'.c;ht several lifts for tho COHboys. Throe ships 
put a 20 man patrol of the 2/:03 into an 1Z. Throo 10 ship lifts moved 
A/2/503. Five ships oxtNctod the 4.2 mortor platoon of tho 1/503. Ton 
"slicks" in S lifts movod tho J/503 ( --) • 

j. 17, J.S Icobl:'1J.nr~r --- nor:al Airborne Ericade missions. 

k. On 19 Fobruary 5 ur-I-lD's lifted 70 troops from Di An to Lui Khc. 
Ei.ght COHboys liftod a 96 tlan reaction forco of 1/r.Ai:1 (1st Battalion/ 
:~oyal Australian Regimont) into Phuoc Vinh, a tJun North of Bion Hoa in 
tho notorious "Har Zono Delta." 

1. On 20 FobruD.J:'"'J a lir ht fire team froni tho l?alcons provided air 
cover for E troop, 17th Cavalry as they convoyed from Bien Hoa to Phu 10i. 

m. Tho Cowboys, domonstrating their ability to support any cambct unit, 
lifted 113 troops for the"Big Rod One" and delivered 23.5 tons of cargo 
for the Division. A Cowboy aircraft, 610 on an R&R flight from Dnlat to 
Bion Hoa stooped at Phan Thict to refuel. Receiving an e:,:orgency call for 

3 

7 

-------_._--------- ----,--------------_._. --_._-_._----



Subjoct: Honthl~r History for CcrnpanJr A, C2nd Am Dn 4 lIovc.r.lber 1966 

a modcvac, tho crOll voluntarily evacuated 16 Hounded ARV11 from a raging 
ambush site. Aircraft Cenu·.lander l/Lt Fred G. Zabcrsky and Flicht Surgeon 
Captain Lonnie ;i..1J11l11argren rec~·_ved the Air iledal 'lith the "'1" devico for 
valor as a result of this action. 

n. On 22 February 300 troops wero liftod in conjuction with tho 145th 
Aviation Battalion. 

o. Fcbruury 23rd and 2nth are spent in normal support of the 173rd 
Airborne. 

p. 306 troops of the 1st Infantry DiVision Hero lifted b,r 10 Cowbo;rs 
and 5 Falcons. 

q. 518 troo,s of tho 173rd woro liftod by the Cowboys on 26 Fobruury. 

r. The month of February closed with tho Cowboys and Falcons support­
ing the paratroopers of tho 173rd and the aviation units of thc llr5th Avi­
ation Battalion. 

II Monthly Statistics: 
OR-13 UH-lB UH-lB(A) UH-lD Total 

Sorties 734 147 442 2936 4259 

Hours 315 85 357 926 1683 

Pax 5705 

Careo (Tons) 247 Tons 

il.ircraft Iii ts 
~. 

23 
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COHPi.NY "i." 82D A"VIi.TION Bi.TTi.LION 
JJ:O 962,50 

San Francisco, California 

SUBJECT: Monthly History for CCITlpany "i,;; 82d i.viation Battalion 
1 throuc:h 31 llarch 1966 

TO: Commanding Officer 
CCInpany i., 82d Aviation Battnlion 
bPO San Francisco 962,50 

i.. Hission 
(1) Hission 

1 l.pril 1966 

The mission of Canpr.ny 1., G2d :.viatiDn Dattalion for the entir~ 
month of '-Zlrch 1966 wns to aUeJ!1ent tho !IViation cc'pcbilitios of the 173<'< 
Lirborno Brigado (Sop) by providing support in oombat oporntions and providing 
tactioal and administrative air mobility. 

B. Oporations 

Canpany 1. is capnblc of providing continuous (day and night) 
operations during visua11ionthor oonditions and limite( operations undor minimrm 
visual ucc:Ghur.cotlditions. It can provide airlift support for ono infantry or 
disnountod machanizcd infantry CCInpalW. The unit during tho month of iittrch, was 
involved in supporting only thc 173rd I.irborne Brigade. CCITlpany i.1 s UI-I-lD l s 
porforr.~ed airlandod assaults (/JJ.) airlanded resupply (,~) and command and . 
liaison (CL) mission, whilo the UH-1BI s-Falcons, performed visual recon (VR), 
and cscort helicoptor (Ell) mission. 

1 Harch 1966 

C::mpnny i. Cl~tracted 2/.503rd Infantry (:156 troops) froli! field 
locations and transported thom to tho Brigade Baso Crunp l.roa at Bion Hoa. 
Major i.ddiss flovl lead for this extraction. 1.11 other missions for this day 
wero normal admil1istrative types. 

2 l-far ch 1166 

All missions were normal administrative support fDr tho 173rd llirborne 
Brigade. 

3. liarch 1966 

CCIllpany 1. participated in a troop lift for 300 J\.RVN troops. 
~~jor Champlin flow load. , 

4 liareh 1966 

All missions were normal admini~trativc support for the 173rd J.irborno 
Brigade. 
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5 lilll' ch 1966 

Compat~r t. plll'ticipated in a troep lift for the 1st Bdc, 1st Inf. Div. 
Ten UH-JJ)I s transp~rted 140 tr:>ops frQl;l Il loc[;tion South of TIlY Ninh to Il fiold 
location. Najor Champlin flew load. DurinG this lift ono of the Falcon gun ships 
was shot dawn with no casualties. 

6 NIll' ch 1966 

Company J. ~las attached to tho 145th i.viation Battalion to lift eloments 
of the 15th iJl.VlT Division. 10-UH-JJ)I sand 5 L'Ii-lB I S flew in this operation end 
2 soparcto lifts V1ero made. i. total of 264 iJl.VE Trpops were transported. Haj or 
Champlin flow :j.cad. 

7 eo 8 liareh 1966 

J.ll missions were normill n.c1ministrative support of the 173rd idrborne 
Brigado. 

9 Harch 1966 

Canpilny t. WilS a'otached to the 145th 1.villtion DaUalion for a lift 
involving 400 tropps. Ton L'Ii-JJ) I sand 5 UB-lEl s flow on this lift. H:tjor Chomplin 
flaw lead. nus lift 1-TaS the start of operation "Silvor City" in W!lI' Zono "D" . 
invelving the ontiro 173rd i.:irborne Brigade. The tr:)ops 1-101'0 locded at LZ 1/12, 
083426, which become tho base :for support of tho Cl:tensive operlltion. The firs;!; 
lift of the dny 11as ilt 0730 hours and the movo lvllS completed at 1130 hours. 1'110 
romainder of the de~' illV Ived with logistical resupply for thc elaments of the 
173rd 1.irberno Drir;llde. 

10 linrch 1966 

Ccr,lPal10r 1. supported the 173rd 1.ir\)-orne Jrir:;adc. with six UH-JJ) I s 
flying logistia"l resupply during aU dayliGht hours to various 'o<::tical bcations 
in vi!lI' Zone "D". 

II Harch 1966 

. In ilddition to supportinc; the l73rd llirborno Brigado on operction 
Silver City, Company i. was attached to tho J.1,5th J...vn Dn for 11 c:2lbat assault whiah 
requirod ten m:-JJ)! sand 5 mi-J.E 1 s. Tho lift inv-olvod 140 JJl.Vl! Troops. j-Jnjor 
Ch.:unplin flOl1 lo['.d. Logistical rosupply to tho l73rd !..bn Bdc maintain0d i'rQl;l sun-up 
to sun-d01m. 

12 Harch 1966 

CCJ;).tilluod lOgi.stical support for tho 173rd .ldrborne Brigado in W!lI' 
Zone "D" required six UII-lD l s during dnylight hours. 

I - I 



13 licroh 1966 

Oporntion "Silvor City 11 cort,j nuoc1 requiring six UH-lD 1 s £1'0::: IIl" 
Cotlpnny for resupply to ell olenonts of tho 173rd !.irborno Brigndo. 

14 1i."'.%'oh 1966 

Ccnpeny 1. continuod to support tho 173rd i.irb:)rno Brigado in vl;;uo 
Zone IID" i'lith six UH-lDl s porforning logisticnl rosupply fron Phuoc Vinh. One 
UH-lB suffered c h;;uod lllnding ~lhile on n trnining flight. 

Cot!pnny :. provided six UIl-lD IS fJr logisticcl. supp:)rt during 
dey]j eht hours in ~lcr Zono IIDII in tcl.ll elense jungle terrnin requiring nox;L::1Jj,1 
perfJnlnnCe of tho nircreft. 

16 iicrch 1966 

This d.~' '1[,.S tho Llost significllnt of nll d1:ri ng operction 
"SILVER CI'l'Y II • During tho night 2000 Viet Cong troops oncircled tho 2/503rc1 
Inf<lntry in e tight nrO<l 50 r.!otcrs in dicr.lotor the contor ef which wns the 
rosup:ily LZ. Their plcn of nttnck wes to ,Init until the first resupply helioopter 
ef the dey c,rrived end then to <ltkck fro',: £Ill directions. Tho first Ulf-lD ucs 
:bo bo flo11n b"J Lt Roush end Cpt. Bennett, but generntor trouble delcyQG tho tnke ... 
off UH-lD 737, florm by mro Gcismuser cnG 1-10 iIcHenry r.mde tho first <lpproach 
to the LZ ~lith "';rntions for the 2/503d. Upon nppronch to tho LZ tho hclicopter 
t.:lil rotot genr box wes shet off end the r,lnin trenSr.!ission wns hit by .:In 
ostulntoc1 four 50 celiber bullets. The helicepter creshod in tho trecs :)n tho 
Northenst side of tho LZ. The gunnor suffored £In injured beckl while tho rOl:tninder 
of the crm~ suffer cd only r.Jinor cuts nnd bruisos. Tho VC Ilttnok lcstod for four 
hoursl uith tho cro,l of UH-1D 737 trnppod in tho tlieccllo of tho fire fight. 
1.s the fiGht bot'1Oc.n tho VC <lnd the 2/503d progrossod £In urgont request for 
resupply of =:lUnition went out to C0I1P<lny J., nnel only through the dcton:linoee 
efforts of four cro~ls dropping sling lo[',ds of stl<lll arns <f.1!:;uni tion into this 
$InU LZ 11e s tho 2/503 eblo to boet br,ck tho VC etteck .. lith light ccsudtios, 
while the VC sufferoc', 400 killed 1000 1·lounc1ec1. 

J.t the end of this c:c:y 7 UH-lD 1 s hcc; suffered cOl',lbet c\cI.lege fr::1".1 this 
reSUlJply effort. I.nether Gunner 1-1CS .. oundoe: by ground firo, enee UH-lD 737 ~Ias 
cOl:tplotely (~estroycd. Sevortll eVictors fr01:1 CotlPCny I. were reccr,Jr.lenclcd for 
cenbet "ecoretionS fcllm~ing this <letion. 

17 Iiv.rch 1966 

Following the bnttlo of tl1(!) prcVi:ms cloy Cotlpeny.~ hen cn increcsed 
resui?p~r ene; c:::trcction requirotlCnt from 2/503 InfentX"J in ore~er to renove 
lcrgo nUl:lbors of cc.pturcd .. cepJns cne; fJ.;;r in pcrsonncl replcccl:1(;nts, cs well 
es to Wl inkin tho no);t,wl lo(;isticd resuppl~r of rc.tions end Cl:n;\unitiJn. ThCl 
Viet Cong broke contect tel' the rcr,lcindor of tho opcrntion. 
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18 1Ji.1rch 1966 

CCll:lP~ny J. c:Jntinucc1 to provide loc;istied support to opero:tion 
HSUver CityH. 

19 l-brch 1966 

Elcl".1ents of the 173rc1 i.:i.rborno Brigade l;loved to vuri JUS tactic.:tl 
locations in vl.:tr Zone IIDII, ~nd oskblished i:l~n;t nml resupply LZ's requirinc 
r.Hocir.l'ur.l pel'torr.Jnroe fror.l drcrntt. 

20 Murch 1966 

COr.Jp~ny J. providod the loGisticd noeds Of tho 173rd J.:i.rb:Jrno Br ig.:tc1o, 
still oper~ ting in 1'lnr Zone II}O ". 

21 Hareh 1966 

In ~c,c,ition to providinG continuec, locisticel suppJrt fer the 173rd 
lliborne Bricnc10 on o:!cration "Silver Cityll, Cor,lpalV 1. lifted 100 1:B.VlT troops 
with ten(lO) UH-lD's in a cor,lbr.t assault. Following this lift of t:B.VN troops, 
the first axtrr.etion of troops froo Hc.r Zone "D" 1"/es l:J.:tc\O by Cor.IPC.lV 1 •• EiGht 
UH-lD's lifted 261 troops at hl10 173rd 1.:i.rborno Bric.:tdo. 

22 E.:trch 1966 

Extr<'.ction at troops fra:l ~lar Zono "D" continued with Cor.lp<'.rJ;'l 1. lifting 
260 t.!lOOpS of tho ~Y!'.1 i.ustr~inn Rcg:iJ:.lcnt frOl;l LZ 12 back to Bi0n Hon. 
This cxtrc.ction concludod op~ration "Silvor Ci ty" • 

23 harch 1966 

I.lll;lissi::lns wore; norr.lel aclr.linistrdivo support of 173rd lirborno 
Brignc'o. I'ep~ir at cor.lbd dor,l<'.goc' aircrclt continuod, 

1.11 nissions "ore nexnnl ncninistrative; support of tho 173rc1 1irborne 
Brigade. 

27 e.nd 28 lie.rch 1966 

1..1.1 r.lissions tlere normel ac1uinistrativo support of tho 173rc: i.irborno 
Brigado. ~on (10) UH-lD's and five (5) 1J1!-lB's p:U-.cod on 30 r;linutes standby 
f:>r operation iiohauk. 

C. HONTHLY ST1.TISTICS: 
OH-13 

SORTIeS: 627 

HOURS: 302 

Pi.X: 

Ci..r..OO (tons): 

J.J:RCPJ..;J'T HITS: 

.. _---_ ... _----

UH-lB 
237 

84 

13 

ill{-lB(J.) 
330 

463 

UlI-lD 
3561 

1098 

TOTl.L 
4755 

1947 

5826 

50S( tons) 
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1 lpril1966 

HI·grO""Y OF 
oo:1?/NY L, 82111D LVIt.TION Bnr ILION 

173RD .:IRBOR~B BnIGLDE (S~ iRAT::) 
,;PO Sl.N Fl1iJlCI cOO, Ci.LIFQR~'Il. 96250 

through 

?reprred by 

CfT TROY R1!:EVES JR 

1.pproved by 

L3YBURN If, BROCI0&L JR 
L'l' C In±' nntry 
Comr.1c.nding 

For 

Lf.RRY J, B:.UGl~)i!..:~N 

Major Infnntry 
Co~J:.l£',nd.ing 

HlS,~DQU1~ytT"!ri.S 

335TH 1,SSI.ULT HBLICO?l'ER 00:-1i'1.i'1Y (1].[.) 
145TH CO;.rn,:T :.VUTION Bi.TTi.LION 

il'O SIN FRl,NCISoo, Ci.LIFQ1>NIi. 96227 

ILJ. 
I 

--_ .. _._------_ ..• _ .. 

30 l.pril 1966 



CO;':C'LNY :., 82ND ;,VILTIO~T E:.T":.'lLICn: 
173RD "IRBOllI~ BRIGi,DE (S:<;?iR;,T~) 

l.?O SJ.N m . .iiCIGCO, C;.1IFWNlt. 96250 

12 MIlroh 1967 

SUBJ1l:CT : If.ontbly History for O),,{lany :., 82nd lviation Battll.lion. 

1 .:pril 1966 through 

TO: COCl.lImding Offioer 
335th ... villtion Co1:1pany (l:ML ill) 
173rd .Air~rne Brigade (.'hp) 
ac Son Frnno!irsoo, Calif. 96250 

I. OPERLTIONS: 

30 ,~pril 1966 

a. The month of !{lril opened with tho OOIffiOYS lifting 180 troops 
from the Brigade. it: to the 100al T,AOR. III other nlissions were in nor>:lc.l 
suppcrt of thG 173r1 l.bn &lao 

b. On the 2 l.pril th~ 335th bagen the day by airlifting two (2) 
LRV1' oOl:lpanitls, 220 NeVN troops, into a lan1ing zone near Saigon. i:.ft0r 
these two (2) lifts the ooapnny returned to the Tl.OR and extraoted 180 US 
troo)s into the Brigade bllse nt Bien Hoa in thre'l (3) lifts. In other 
missions were in normal support of th8 173r1 l.bn B1e. 

o. 1:11 1,1is6ion flow n 3 /,pril were in normlll administrative Sup,)'~rt 
of the 173rd J,bn 8dtl. 

, 

1. Two (2') ITH-1D's ')soortec by on9 light fire tea.'il began 4 l.pril A.t 
0530 hrs by inf'iltrnting a DEtT I; t~l!!n into the l-langrove 9w111:1p south of 
"eigon. This team was extrf)otrd that Ilfternoon , under automatic weq10nd 
CnGIolY fire, by the fjIaIUe CO\o/BOY orews. In tho afternoon 190 trcops of the 
1/503 were lifted fr.ffi the Brigade Pa1 to the TlOR. "~other missions 
Were in normd administrative SUp~K·rt c;f the 173rd l.bn B:h. 

e. . On 5 f.pril the COWBOYS lifted 52"1 173ri lJim &l" troops in nine 
(9) ten (10) shi[J lifts within the 173rd ibn Bde TJ!OR. 1.11 other uia si<Jns 
were in su;JPort of thesC) troops. 

f. ThE' 173r:i Lbn BiC) W.1S still ,:loving troops withi:l. the TLOR D.S the J 

C01ffiOY'l reDositione1 310 UC! troops in five (5) ten (10) lifts. HI oth8r 
mission wore in support of these trr:ops within th3 T LOR. 

g. On 7 J'pril from 0100 to 0300 hrs one (1) tm-1D with the :-1I.D system 
nnd one (1) Light Fire TSl:'m fl'lw I' reoonnf.'.ssilln08 for Field l:rtillc.ry Con.­
trol in the northern p&'t of '{1lI' Zone "0". One (1) Light Fire TeruJ was 
su~)~orting th", 25th Infnntry Division on a swe:) operntion when FLLCON 601 
was shet d :.wn and dostroyocl. 1.11 p<::rsonnel wre resode>} with only !:liner . 
injuries. Fi.LCON 928 reci"ved sClveral hits, but was flowen so£oly to au 
Chi with no injuries reoieved. On:::> platoon of the 2/503, 35 UG trc:ops, 
were ropositioneJ within the 173rd J.irborne Brignde T fOR. III other missions 
were in SUO[H,rt of the 173rd 1.bn Bele within the T1.0:1. 

~-.~- .. ---.--------.------.-.---------------- --



h. ill missions flow n 0n th 8 fpril wer'3 in SU)',1ort of too 173rd lbn Bde in preparation f'Jr Op'}rntion :.ustin. In the late nf'ternoon, the 173rd Lbn B:le reciev,od word that they had n;:, coui:.etnent for Operation I:ustin but to initi/lte tentnti V8 plans for airl0l1:1ing nIl 8quipment for an airlift. COl.!pany 1" 82n:l i,viotion Eattl1lion began to make preperotbns for an airlift. 

i. HI ;::issions fluw' n OD' 9 l.pril were in SU,)port of the 173rd Lbn Bde in rrepereUon for Operation DenV0r to be coniucteJ in the Song Be area. The company continuied plan Oll'l lorviing prep~rr:tion for movement to song Be for ~. 'rti:cn. 

j. On 10 ,:pril ten (10) U"-lD's and one (1) Light Fire Teu.'1l were attached to the 11th I.vil1tion Bcttnlion to move 140 US troops of the 173rd Lbn B:l" from the Sncke Pit to tho'3ong 138 airstrip to secure the airfield. :.11 other missions were in norL1ru. sup\?ort of the 173r"l Lbn Ede. Preparation and loading continui8d for moveLlent is supportOf' Operation Denver. 

k. On 11 lpril the C()'VBOYS began r,lovemcmt by UH-ID's to Song Ee In support the 173rd l:bn rue :'luring Op"'rction Denver. ;:fter closing ~.t Song Be nim (9) UH-ID's and one (1) Light Fire T'-l1m returneli to Bien Hoa and 1iftd 54 173rd f,bn Ede troot)s to Song B3. Two (2) "lissirms W2re flow 11 fer B/34th 'lp8cial Forces. In oth9r Missbns were in norr.ll'l support of the 173rJ :'.bn Me's Operlltion !)Gnver. 
1. On 12 ;,pril "light (8) UH-1D's and one (1) Light Fir" Tear.l extracted six (6) plltrols nnd 300 u.s troops, f:r the 173rd .Abn Bd9 in six separate: lifts. 1,1,1 other missions wore in support of the 173r:1 l.bn Bela Opprat10n Denver ani B/34th Sp3cia1 Forces COr.lpound at Song Be. 

nl. Four (4) c'Jmbl?t nssl!ults were flow· x. 1Iy the CO'·IBQYS on 13 j,:)ril for the 173r'1 Lbn Me lifting 360 troops in support of Op0rlltion Denv"lr. Fiv0 (5) UH-l::l's corri"l1 t:,ree(3) tons of rice from the city strip in Song Be to Be Dung for B/34th '>pecial Forces at Song Be. ill other illissions were in support of the 173ri lirD,)rne Brigade. 

n. Thr90 (3) c'i:1bllt assaults Ani eight (8) extractions wer<3 flowen 1Iy ton (10) CO''ECY'l for the 173ri Ibn Bd", on 14 !pril lifting 840 U'l tro';ps in sUQn"rt of Op8rotion Denver. III other missions wer" in support of th2 SOl118 OpGrotion. 

o. One (1) iWlli"y extraction Ilnd seven (7) cOLlbllt assault, lifting 480 troops for tho 173r1 :.bn Ed"! were flow'll ·)n 15 ;:pril in SUP;)ort of Operntion Denver. in othGr missions w"Jre norLl/ll support for the Brigade. 

p. ,1t dllwn on 16 ,:pril, 162 Royal J.ustrclion Regira9nt troops were lifted in two (2) combat ossaults in support of the 173rcl Hm B:le Operation Denver. Nine (9) slicks anl two (2) Light Fire Tea.'ls r':.· . ,1't'i :::, 162 US tr'Jops for the 173r1 LIm Bde. J'.ircraft 556 cre.shed on tnke-cff from Song Be city strip dUe to)ower failure. /11 other Dlissions were in normol suoport of thp. 173rd Abn Bde Operotion DGnver. 

q. On 17 J;pril, eight (8) slicks e.nd two (2) Light Fire Ter..n:s r9posit­ioned 259 RJ:n troops in support 'of Operatbn Denver. Six CO';JBOYS r.,n:] two (2) Light Fire TeruJs lifted 72 U.s tL")OPS of the 1/503 in OperatiJn Denver. 1:11 other missions were noro/ll support of the 173r1 LIm Ede Operction Denver. 

-~--,,-.---~--
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r. Ten (l~) UH-ID's nnd twc (2) Lig,lt Fir" Temls lifted 120 troops 
froLl ":/17th Cav '. rl:_ t ." .y·nl. f 1-. roil. ":J..0V'ln (11) cOl;lbat 
assDults wii.h th'lse fcurte",m (14) drcroft w~s perfar!:le1 ::laving 710 
U·S tro'.-,ps into a new location in the Denv8r Op'lrdioncl r.ren. :.11 other 
miss ions Wer'l nor;;wl support of the 173r:-l J.bn rue op~r::tion. 

s. On 19 l;pril nine (9) slicks ~n1 tw') (2) Light Fir3 T'l~;;lS r'l:,ositL­
ned 107 ":/17th Cav tr')cps. Om gunn3r was woun1,,:d Juring th8 repositioning. 
~J.l other missions W')re in norwl1 sup:Jort of th8 173rd !.bn Bd"). 

t. On 20 :'pril cll clissions w<;r" in SUPilort of th" 173rd i,bn H'l9 1'11 
Opf'rnt ion Dcmver. Nine (9) UH-lD's ani four (4) eunshi,)s stoo'1-by for the 
Chief of .~ sff (lrr.1Y) ctc;ong Be. 

u. On 21 l.pril 1]11 :aissions wer'l in oorl~Dl support of Op'lration D"Jnver. 

v. T9n (10) "xtr~ctians WArG lnt'de by t8n (10) slicks nn:l tw') (2) Lit;ht 
Fire T8lJi!ls on <2 :.pril. 620 UC trQcps of th'l 173rct ,:bn Bd~ were "leved 
to Song Ee airfi'lla for shbl.!')nt blJOk to Bien HOD. 1:11 oti1"r l"issiens 
were in direct support of Op,3rntior. Denver 

w. J.t: '15 brs on 23 :.pril the COWBOYS closed at Bien Boa fro," Operllt­
bn DonVl'lrnoQrSollg Be. /:11 missions flew!: .Wlre i; ;;;. .. rtd.'the 173r·1 Lbn 
Bde1s move from Operation Denver to Bien ~on. 

x. ill ;.tissions flown on 24 J:pril were 0f th" Ild::linistrotive type 
in support -:f the 173rd Ibn JOtl'). 

y. On 25 l;pril two (2) UH-ID's took ,)['rt in 11 der<1instrc.tion of the ;'!i,D 
SySt2cl end Charlicnl sprny systC'o for reprC->S'1nt1t i V'1S of the CO;:1l:l·3rcip.l 
ReSGl1rch nnd DevelDpm8nt Boari. P~l other !:lissbns W8r'·) in nor._l'l support 
of the 173ri I.bn Bie. 

z. en 26 /;pril e~l nissions W'3re' in oormal SUp')crt 0f the 173rd 
L'Dn l;..ie. 

on. The C01ffiOYS were nttached to the 11th 1.viotion Bpttclion for a 
lift nn 27 Inril. Nine (9) slicks an1 two (2) Light Fire T"la:r.s lifted 
'252 US tr:Japs in support of th"l 11th l.viation Pnttolbn. 

bh. .:11 l:!issions flow r; on the 28 ,~pril were l3aministptiv0 flight in 
su;:>?ort of the 173rd I;bn Me except four (4) C01:!J."t nSSilults flow XI in sup­
p0rt of the l45\h Combat lvintion Bettolion lifting 360 l.RVN tro)ps with ten 
(10) slicks onl two (2) Light Fire ~Gm"s. 

ce. On 29 Lpril nine (9) slicks and two (2) Light Fire Teoos lifted 
382 US troops in three co:::l-!lt ,P,ss!lults in support "f the 11th ,:vintion 
"-?ttnlinn in tho TI3Y Ninh ereD.. Three (3) aircrcft W8re hit by ene;;lY grouna 
fire l\:ut nIl drcrcft were recCJv(lred with no injuri8s.recieved. 

('I.d. HI dssbns on 30 ,~pril wC're in su?~ort of the 173rd l.bn Bas. 
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II. 11JNLLY .en':.T IS'" IC~: 

,)OnT IB,) 
HOU~'3 

£lLX 
CiCC (Tons) 
J: :mCR; JT HIT 

III. TRnrING: 

Oll-13 
407 
319 

UH-IE 
162 

78 

UH lE(:.) 
976 
498 

1I!:!::1.Q 
3957 
1274 

TOTLL 
5502 
2169 
9158 

210 
:2 7 

n. On 1 J.pril IJ t wJ_hour heliMptGr tr~op l';oding clnss was con.!uct"d 
for Erigod8 eleuents. On 5 l.pril the :.u.D Syst9::l, dGv"lc:Jed and proved 
effoctiv8 by this unit, wos sent to the 145th COlllhat Lviction Eattalion 
for SUPiJOrt nnd training. The, e:uphrs,is this :nonth was pl~.c8i on incle,;].,nt 
wGnthGr Iln~ Cjper[,tionci hllz8rds during the co:aing W8t weather se/'lson. 

Imprc,vlll(mts durinc; the ;nanth of ;.;Jril W'lre l,~n'le in the C()m\)~·.ny arel'. in 
the for:il of new builiings. 

V. CIVIL ;.iF.:IR'!: 

v. Tha schJol in ND ?houe is r8!)dy for the r')of to b" pllJced over parts 
of the buil ~ing. 

b. 'J:h'l ~5th Hed-Cap team tronted over 1200 Vietn~T.1'3se. 

18 
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i,PO SAN. m~NCISCO 96250 

1 June 1966 

SUBJECT: Honthly History for Cor,lp2.ny A, 82ncl. i.viation Battalion, 1 through 
31 Hay 1966 

TO: Comm<tnding Officer 
Company i" i1;?nd Aviation 13r.tt8.lion 
l7.3rd Airborne Brigade (Sepe.rate) 
l,pO San Francisco 96250 

1. OPl!-:!l;~TIOns : 

Il.. Company f., 82nd Aviation Bi'.ttalion started the month of May 
by supporting the 1st Infantry Division at Tay Ninh on ooor<ttion "Birming_ 
ham." Eight UH-ID's and one Light Fire Team, after performing six extrnc­
tions While attached to the 11th ;,vie.tion Battalion at Tay llinh, remained 
over night at a forward ·'.rea, south of Tty Ninh, to preC'are for on:~ of the 
largest heliborne ass&ults in Vietnam up to th~t date. 

b. Ch:3 ~;ay 1966, Company ":," wt,s planning for Oper<ttion "Dexter", 
a seO-rch and cleer operation Northeast of Bien Hoa. The nezt day Company 
"."", atti:.ched to the 145th :.viation Battalion, air lifted 457 troope from 
the ,Snake Pit to the opcNtional £.rea. Ch this day aircre.ft number 614 
received tHO hits nn an (J.p",roach into LZ "Diamond" in the heart of the 
operationc:.l c~reD. _ there were no injuries. Also on this day :./C #918, 
Falcon e7, was hit while maldng 2. firing --eSB on a target that M.d been 
firing D.t aircrt~ft all thr.t day. The aircraft ce.ught fire on the liC.y down 
but was landed successfUlly in a rice ryadctie dispite the intense flames. 
The 3.ircraft burned and becc.me c. tetr·l losS - there l'fOre no injuries • 
•• t 1600 hom's on 5 Nay 1966, an alert we.s cr.l'ed. The .Coliboy's plus 
att~.cru;jents were comb<tt ready by 1615 hours. 1. briefing for all det~ cll­
ments and platoon lee.ders NaB given en thG "lh;'rsical security DJ.fn for the 
Compo1.ny. en 6 Nay 1966, Operation "Dolcter" ended Inth the Cowboys att2.ch­
ed to the lh5th ;.vittion BattaliOn. Seven lifts l>lOre made out of LZ "Dia­
mond." Six Cowboy :.ircrc.ft were hit by' enemy ground fire du.ring the extrac­
tions. Che man I~S l~OUl1ded by shrapnel. 

c. From tho period 6 Hay 66 to 9 l!~y 66, the CO~lbo~~ l>J'Ore attpch­
ed to the nth .'.vi2.tion Bp.ttelion on Operation "Birminghrm" at Try Ninh. 
Ch 9. J.[2.y, the Cowbo:l~ completed their lJIlrt in O>-Jerc.tiJiln "Birmj.ngham" by 
resup')lying elements of the 1st Inf8.ntry DiviSion. .\t 1500 the Co~lboyS' 
started their logisticill task. The 1l1st ship came ))"cl: to the corre.l c.t 
2030 hours. The Cowboys c2.rried 65 passengers, 32 tons of cn.r~o, and flew 
268 sorties i11 th"t sl10rt span of time. 

. --------_._---------_._-_._---_.- ---- ----_.-----_.-------_ .. -
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d. The next (ia." the Cowhoys 1,,'€!re 8lertAfi to he rAPfl'r to hrin'! e 
security force from the 173rd f.irhorne BriRacle (qepprPte) to e pOint North 
.vest of VIm'S Tau where a CH-47 helico"ter harl crp'lhed. 'Phe RecurU,,, 1<'orce 
never had to 'to b8cl'1l8e the Ghinonk W2.9 deAtroven by fire. 't ??OO hour'S 
th8t eveni,,'! thA CO was notifien to hp. reed" to 1'1ove to t,he qon'! l1e ar(.)P 
in supnort of the 2/503. Intel' i~ence re"ort,q st"'ten thAt ele"'ents of t,he 
lOlst h'ld 1JUshed 8. hadly beaten force of VG to a point bet1-.re'1!l qonf'! 1113 and 
an r.reaebout 25K's to the north. The "/503 was cll,11ed uuon to prevent 
the VC from moving any fcrther south and to S'lueeze them in between the 
101st and themselves. tfter prenar(1tion w<>s made, th" CowboyS moved out 
ea.rly the next morning. A part of the COWbOV8 WeS left behind to pp.rtici­
pate in Operation "HardiHood", a 173rd Hrborne Brigade effort to the North 
ef,st of Vung Tau. On the first combat 1'.ssault <'.t 'long l1e the CowhoY'S re­
ceived automatic weapOnS fire from a tree line while on short fins.l to LZ 
in [' mounte.in village. A crewchief, Sp/4 Woodrum, ws hit in the chest 
from enell1V ground fire. He was "uickl.v evacuated to the rear area at Bien 
Hoa. The bullet punct urod a smi?l1. portion (5%) of his lun!!, A.nd went com­
pletely throu.gh his spleen. He is nOH recuperettng and ts exooctec to be 
b"ck within a few months. On 12 !1e.y 1966, three UH-ID's end one tight Fire 
Team deployed a. long ren,(e p&trol into, dense ,;ungle are? to the North 
west of 30n.e; Be, nee.r the Ce,mbodtan border. "'hree se~,reto 10c2tion6 1>101'e 
chosen and at sunset the three UH-ID's cOl'Dleteel their mis d'1!'l. The next 
dD.y the Cowboys returned from Song Be and nrenr,red far Ciuerf'tt'1!'l "Herdi-
Hood." . 

e. en 15 I'p,y 1966, Fa.lcon 1'1 end '12 fire tef.'ms were scr$m"led to 
a loc~.tton North of 'T'An Uyeno ve were rn"ort,Grl in 1\ rubher "V".toti~n. "'''e 
Falcons struc'c. the Fre£. And throe confirnecl 'TI) were found d.nA.d. 

f. 17 pay 1966 saw the start of ()ryerrtt'1!'l "HardiJ.Tood" for t110 
CowbO',m. On the initi,'l combct aSSBult one Falc'1!'l shi"J I<P<; htt tlde,,- in 
the nain rotor hlades. en a reSUnrlJ.y mtssion 0". the l"th of l'p" 196(', 
Aircraft number 609 1~ns hit fou.r ttroe'l forcin" it, rOl,m i.nt.o en t?:. n, hAn 
been hit tn th" trAnsmission hrice :'!1n 1,,8S !:>arabr flyAhle. '-TO u~r"el' 
eloctee' to fly the 8ircra.ft to 1Tunt;' 'T'8U heCP-lIsn the unit, i.n. t"" V>: Mrl t,,., 
move on ther'eby leavint;' e.n e.ircreft in en unsecure fore? ue mp-de t,h" flip'ht 
without incident. Tho ~nner on tk p ircr1' ft r0ceived minor ,.,ounc18 fr,.,m 
shrapnel. en the 19th of nlY A/C #945 took 5 hUs while escorHng ~. "Dust 
Off" medove,c ship into a forwrrd 2re2. 'l'here were no injuries. 

g. en 25 l,a.y 1966 bro U11-lD's conducten. Long Renge Patrol (T,RP) 
-'(,"covery Techniques in conjunction with E troop 17th Cav. Some f)f the 
tochn:L-'ues used 1...ere: rarypelling from a 50 foot ro1JC, using ~ ro'JE) lad.e'er 
to cItro') out of ,'n inAccessa ble 2rec: [,nc' US mg two 125 foot rones to lift 
2 nersonnel at one tiree out of a stmulatcd tmimproven 0rce ~Thllre a helt­
couter could not land ,"nd Booed ,,,o\~ld 1)e essentiF.l in rocoverinfl tho ncr­
sonne! to keery then: from fal'ing into enem:<r hanels. 

h. en 30 I'a,r 1966, Ale P421, (.n OH-13 , crashed in the fnrwo-rr 
Hri;:,ade CP e,rea. InY8sti7,i'tion is stiF underway (;t the ti'ce of this Hritinn'. 

-------------"._._.----------_._-------_._-----_._._--_.--



SUB.LCT: r.onthlv History for Go,"ryaJ1V A, 82nd :' vi"tbn "!ettrlion 1 throuil:h 
31 He." 1966 . 
1 June 1966 

1. en 31 l··ay 1966, an oricnt;tion clrss ,,,rq given to newly pr-iv­
ed personnel i.,to the l73rd'irborne Pri~r <:'0 ("cp~rr.to); Ap',roximp.tol" 200 
peo?le p','rticioctod in tho Airmobile Cless. "ftcr t,he cl'os~, r rlcmol1stl"~­
tion ride ws given to fRrnili-rize th~ nOl.~ tr(lM1S ",ith 1,,8clLl').O: "'1" unlorrJi·F~ 
during a combat assault. 

Sorties 
FlYll1g hours 
Fa s sen"ers 
C"rgo (tons) 
LircrHt 'uts 

01-1-13 
827 
354 

2 8 

2 • TRi DING: 

DR-l(A) 
1539 

417 

TT"-Fl 
184 
125 

PTJ_lD 
4306 
1404 

motl' 1 
6856 
?31)0 
9257 

363 

a. The c· ,'1)h£ s is this month W::,S ,-,lsced 011 0orn~and Inf0I'l"i'tion 
Cla.sses. GlDsses wocre given on security, Code of Conduct, survivp.l, Escrne 
and oVEsion, "nd CER. l' cle,ss on the .45 c"'l Distol w8s <'ivan to alI 
officc;rs before thoy l~ent out on the rt,nr;c for their r.,nnu8l ft.rniliariza­
tion firing. Tho CO!1~ny and its attc:chmo'1ts then fired th~ir TO&E we8.00TI 

for familarizDtion. 

b. The Insnector Gener[\l' s tor"', hed their tnnual insooction 
during tho lLt'0(;r ',)i'rt of jiry. Tho insp~ctton enc'od in frvorrhle results 
for GOi.l;>any If!;.". 

C'!IO Lerner 
Nej ; ddis 
Haj GibljOUS 
Cc "t 'rost 
C'!fO W'tors 
Sgt Ctsey 
Sc,;t Witch~r 
Sp / 5 ]T".hon 
3p/5 Rushin 
Sp/4 D".vis 
"-TJ 14 P".rtch 
S~/4 Fottig 
'-'/I' J'le sney 

Air Hodel 'r/"'''' device 
Basic ,\ir j'conl 
las ic Lir l'ec'2l 
Basic Air "ec'r.l 
Bf~sic !~ir ~re,.lel 

"k°sic r,ir "00.0'1 
B~ sic 'ir l'cre 1 
Brsic ,\ir l'erlH 
"c.sic Air FerRI 
Bpsic ['ir Ferlrl 
BP.3ic !.ir "odrl 
PurDIe Horrt 
1'urDlc B'cPrt 

D • Improvements during the month of ;'lly wero as follows' I' nGW 
pcrmenont latrine with porcelain urinrls, completion of Q now rrrns ronm 



SUBJECT: Nontbly History fO) Comuany" " fl2ndviation Brtt:lion 1 thrOt'~h 
31 t;ay 1966 
1 June 1966 

adjoining t. new supply room, a movio screen olcceQ. where it WIlS best. suited 
for the COn1rlmy. other smf.ll improvoments were mc·de to L.'ldividUD.l billets. 

be<:.utific,~ti ')n project '''.s str-rtod when Doctor (Ca.pt) HUnnno ~en pll:nted 
the first troG outside his now office. 

". Tho school house in Ilqu Phouc is nO", 135~ com::>leted with the 
roof being put in pl~.~o over th8 1st clessroom. 

b. The 2:·th l\edC<>.!) team I\g~.in treated ""er 1200 Vietn'cmesC'. They 
perforrKld first aid and administered shots to the paonle. 

..•.. -.- .• _ ......... _----_ .. _--_. __ ... - ._---
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1. O?~f.TIONS 

a. Co l, 82nd leviation Battalion began the month of June by oonti­
nUing to support the l73d f.bn Ede (.Sep) in operation "Hardihood". Il1r­
ing this period ~/17th Cav with its attaohed Long Range Patrol, perfor­
med many reoonaissanoe type missions. The Long ~ange Patrol Teams are 
usually sent out in six (6) man elements. They are infiltrated at dusk 
by helioopter so that they may not be seen by the enpAnY. Two teems 
have been put in previously during this operation and were extraoted on 
the seoond of June. I.t 1430 hrs on 2nd !If June 86 OM patrol wss extr­
aoted on a P~ under fire. The LRP left three (3) dead V.C. in th", PZ. 
That evening airore.ft number 736 with c~pt ?'9t",rs as oi"'oroft oommand~.r 
and 1st Lt Roush os ~ilot made an emerg'9no, extraotion of an LRP at 
night under fire from 0 hole in the woods, about seventeen (17) Kilome­
ters North of the Fire &1ppert Ila •••. This marked the fir'l't sucoessful 
completion of' an LRP ot night. 

b. On 9" ',June 66 at 111$11 hra eight (8) UH-1D and two(2) Light Fire 
Teems left the oorral et Bien Hoa enroute to e foward area about eight 
(8) kilomet'3ra northeast of VIlng Tau. The "CCIIWboys" lifted one hunder­
ed ninety-eight (198) troops in three (3) LZ's. Two of the LZ's were 
unseoure. Under moen-light the "Cowboys:' skillfully plnoed the troops 
into these LZ's making anothernfirstnfor 1. Co, 82nd lvn Bn. This was 
the first night combat assault in the III corps area in the histery of 
Viet nom. This olso initiat'Jd op'lration IIHollandia", a search and dest­
roy mission, in the mountain range Eest of VIlng Tau. 

c. On 15 Jum 66 a screJlble was c~lled about 1545 hr s t~ hove the 
"CowbOys" report to the foward ~rea. Ten (10) UH_1Ds and two (2) Light 
Fire Teruns quickly r3Dcted to the situation. The "cowbcys" h13li-l1fted 
two hund",r"d twenty-two (222) troops into an L", to th'l 'louth ef Fire 
'lupport Base. This orJ.y proV'ld the r",adin~ss of the "Cowboys to react 
to any situDtion ~.t any time. Operation "Hollandin" ended en th13 18th 
ef June 1966. 

d. For the next four (4) days the "Cowboys supported the l73d A~n 
Ede (.Sep) on op'lration "Uniontown". This opere.tion took place in Ed'" 
TLOR. 

e. On the 20th of June 1966 the "Cowboys" supported thp 13th i:.vn 
Bn at Soc Trang. Th" United states ''-ovy hade run aground a V.C. vl3ssel 
full .f weeponds and ~m.'llunition. The "Cowboys holi-l1ft'ld 390 nWN 
tro'Jps to thot locotion so that th~y could oncur" thn ar'lO and keep the 
V. C. from obtaining the ammo end w9aponds. It was a very successful day 
for the United states lxmy in that they confiscated mony tons of ammo 
and numerous Chinese and Russian weaponds. 

f. 2l June 1966 saw the start of operation ., Yorktown", a search 
and dflstroy mission approximatly sev"n (7) k1lotntors'louth of XIl!·n Loc. 
The remaining days of the month were spent in numerous combot r.,sseults 
in the Yorktown TJ.oR. 

2.!f 



S.rti9s 
Flying Hours 
Passeng~rs lifted 
Cargo Lifted (Tan) 
J.ircrt:.ft Hit 

2. TKHNING: 

STl.TICITIC'l F~'T"{ TH": 
OH-I.? UH-IBL~l 
502 622 
297 391 

;·Nr.::H OF JUN!!: 
UH-IB UH-ID 
298 3721 
215 1352 

~ 
5143 
2238 
8,85 

316 
20 

a. turing the month .f June Company J' was :;ngaged in numerous 
training activiti'3s. The 2nd ?latoon "M.lstailgs" flew a night training 
mission landing to various fi91ds and lighting .systems. 

11. The "Fnloons", 3rd Platoon, conduct"d a night firing 3xercis9 
along with the "M:.D" (l{crt ar j:erial Deli very) ship. 

c. The Casp~r ?latoon participated in a night excercise using five 
(5) UE-ID's. 

d. ~'3m'lnts of Colr.peny A dropped troops of E/l7th Cav. (J.pprox 4IP) 
in e sL~ulvt0d parnchut0 nss~ult in th", Brignde TLOl"{. 

3. LILRD'l !1m D1!:CO'11T ION FOR THE 11:HlrH OF JU~'E: 

Nf.MJJ: lli.llli IJU.RD 

Richardson C';'O fir Medal with "V" Device 
'.lnters CIoK) ".ir 11edC'1 with "V" D~vice 
Patterson 10K) ,'ir :>ledal with "V" Device 
Darf CIoK) Basio fir :13dal 
Lind 1,0 Basic lir 14edal 
JOMS 10K) Basic 1:1r !{edal 
McH~nry 1.,1) Basic I.ir :1~·.1nl 

Purple H'7art 
Tilley SSG Basic J.ir It.sdal 
Usher SP/5 Basic lir lI.edal 
Priest SP/4 Basic .tir· !4adlll 
Bowen 'lP/4 Basic t.ir :1edal 
Shultz SP/4 Basic fir Medal 
MangrEUll Maj Purple Heart 
DAmas \oK) purpl"l H'3art 
Geishcuser \,0 Purple Heart 
Bo:i.iver 'Jar purple H"lart 
Sp:Lrqs SP/4 purple Heart 
Eaton PFC purple Il"art 



4. oo:.:? I.NY Nt'!:!: 

e. During the month of Jum n few invooations were made in the 
oompe.ny er~a. Poro"llinn sinks wore instlllled in tho showGr-wnsh room 
oom'll.?x th8rcby al13viatl ng th" problem of lellking fauo'lts and wllsted 
water. 

if. June also SGW the start of n~w offiaor I s s!'!mi-permenent type 
quarters to accomodate thCl newly crrivcd offioers. Cem8nt pllds weN' 
laid by th,3 offioers of the Company. 

o. I. pAd was laid for the new ":~l :;!Il0rioan Club". This oomphx 
will hous:J an '!:M and ~;CC olub, P.ar,Tsllor Shop, Barber '>hop, ond Laun­
dry <:lhop. 

d. On 30 of June l.f.tlj Baughmon was r'lplrood by Mo.j Johnson as the 
new Commending Offioer of Company I.. 

5. CIVIL !.F"'!.IRt::!3: 

o. The Company Projeot, a three room sokool in Ngu Phuo, is ncarly 
oompleted. Jt is exp80ted to be finished withen two w<""b. 

•• The 25th :.red Detaohment I s ;'Ic>d-Ce.p team treat'oed over a 100. 
people in in th9 Duo Tu Provinoe this month. They p9rformed first aid 
tree.tments in addition to giving !:lodiool c.dvioe to th~ p'lople. 

2.7 
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335TH J.SSAu:r.T HELICOPTER COMPANY ... 
173RO LIRBCRN8 BTlIGl.D'I: (Ss.?R1.T'5) 

LPO <3;N FIUNCISCO, CILIFOF,Nlf 96250 

12 March 1967 

SUBJzcr: J.!onthly History for Co::lpnny il, 82n:l l.viation BIlt.tnIion 
1 July through 31 July 1966 

TO: CO!::!ncmding Officsr 
335th Assault HeUcopter C01l1Pany 
173rd jjrborne Brigade (sep) 
i~O San Francisco, Calif. 96250 

I. OP1l:I11.T 10 NS I 

n. This .4cnth began with th" COllBOYS in noronl support of the 173rd 
.:irborne Briga'.~?'s Operatbn nYorktownn• 

b. On 2 JUly, all ,.issions WElre in nor:.lnl support of the 173rd Abn Bd3 
in Operation ·Yorktown". One F,lLCON ship rect!dTGd a holl) in the ilUlin rotor 
bll'.1e when a rocket pr3;;)ptur31y exploded after it was fired. There were 
no crew injuries 

c. Early on thEl 3rd Of July all c.ircr!Jft werG dispatched to the 
Yorktown erea for s possible lift of a rCllction forcs. Ten (10) UlI-10's 
and two (2) Light Fire T'llll:ls liftC'ld 360 US troops in six (6) combat assaUlts 
in support of Operation Yorkt0wn. l.ircraft 935 rccieved one round of small 
fire through the pilots corlPllrtm:mt. :.lJ, other :nissions wer", in support 
of the 173 Abn Ede operation Yorktown. 

1. On th 4th of July all Llissions fleW'll "ore in support of the 173rd 
Lbn Bds oporntion Yorktown. 

e. Ten (10) UH-10's and two (2) Light Fire Terens airlifts,l 180 US 
troops, on tho 5th of July, for the l"I3rd l.bn Bds in three (3) co;;!bnt c.sso.­
Ul'ts. All other mission werCl in support of Operction Yorktown. 

f. On 6 July, ten (10) slicksand two light firo teOLls lift·'J:1 180 troops 
as the em.JBJY·s rep9sitianed units of the l73rrl Lbn B1e. Six (6) tnl-10's 
co1'1'ied 640 l73rd troops from fi'lld positions in the Yorktown oporDtionci 
eree to e !Usn Lee shower point nnj return thor.l to their field positions. 
':11 other missbn flown were in support of l73rd ,:bn Rie Op3rstion Yorktown. 

g. 1.ll r::issiDns were in support of tho 173rd :.bn BdCl Operation 
Yorktown. 

h. On the 8 of July six (6) IDt-10 I s lifted 129 DWN troops in SUiJport 
of a l73rd Lbn Ede :.:ed-Cap Op'Jration south of XUzn Loc. 1.11 other llissions 
were in support of the 173rd tbn Ede • 

I 

i 
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1. Ten (10) UH-IDls and two (2) Li.ght Fire Toatls sUp)orted th'3 173r1 
I.bn Bile in six (6) corabnt assaults for the begining of Oper3t1on l.urora, 
on the 9 Of July. .1.11 other l11iS6ions flown. were in support of O,)oration 
f.urora. 

j. On July 10, ten (10) slicks and two (2) Light Fire Teams lifted 
ISO US troops in three corabnt assaults in support of Operation Aurora. Six 
(6) UH-IDls and one (1) Light Fire Ten'l extracted 190 US troops of the 4/503 
froD their cOr.'.pnny training ar:Ja in the T LOR into the Brigade foward area. 
1.11 other Llissions were in support of thl'l l73r1 :;bn Bile Operation l.urora. 

k. III r.lissions floW'll on the 11 July were in norraal sup[J'lrt of the 
173ru l.bn Bile Operation l:urora. 

1. On the 12th Of July five (5) UP_IOI s am two (2) Light Fire TeePlS 
lift"d 210 US tr"ops in six (6) coobat asslJults in SU;JPort of Operation 
Lurora. al "th0r missions wl'lre in su:,port of the same Op~rat ion. 

o. Ten (10) UH-IOI s ,-,nil two (2) Light Fir'J T.~ams lift'd 640 173rd 
Lbn Bilo troops in s~veral conbnt assaults in support of Op(lrDtion .:urorc. on 
13 July. One gunship recieve1 n hit which woun:hu th0 gunner in tho log. 
kn0ckcld out the hydraulics anr! puncturei1 a fuel line, The aircraft wes 
1£'.nJ0:~ at the Brigade Co~~,and Post wJ.thout further clCl:lage. iJ.l othl'lr oiss­
iCons we>r'J in sup~crt of the 173rd f.bn Bile. 

n. On 14 July ten (10) UH-IDI s and two (2) Light Fire Teow.s lifted 
690 US trC)ops in support of the 173r:l tbn rua Opor~.tion I.urorc" ill other 
raissi0nswAre in support of thG SO;:.IO opGrl:tion. 

o. Ton (10) UH-IOI s and two (2) Light Firo Tea::ls flew nim (9) 
cOl"bat assaults repusitioning 476 troops .for tho 173rd I:bn Bde in support 
of O~)1rdion ;.urorc, on tho 15th of July. ,:11 othor oissions war3 in support 
of Op3ration.'.ur(')ra. 

p. On 16 July nil r.lission were in SUP?0rt of tho 173rc1 Lbn Bdo Op,rnt­
ion Lurorc 

q. 1.urora II began on 17 July with the 00l,'BOY.S attach'3d to the 145th 
J1?iation B~.ttcllon for tl'JVN.lont of the 173rd Lbn 13c1c into tha Vo Oct area. 
Ten (10) UH-IOI s on.: two (2) Light Fir'J T()~r.1s :;jed." six (6) combat assaults 
in the orea of oporetion carIj!IDg 360 US tro,)ps. 1.11 other "lissions wore in 
su)port of the 173r .. l J.bn Bde o;:>erction. 

r. Ecrly on the 18 July an advance party frorl the co.·.1pany :;Ioved t(') the 
l.urora II area of oparotion. l.ft.'3l" five (5) c(,);Jbct assaults with tho slicks 
(ten) and two (2) Light Fir" Teot:ls, moving JOO 17Jrn 1.bn Bde troops, all 
el,","'3nts of the company WQre [l~v",d to Va Oat. ,\11 oth'lr missions were 
in support of the 173rd Ibn Ene • 

s. Ten (10) UH-IDls ard two (2) Light Firo T'3CllS [lad'? one cQr.lbnt assa­
ult in SUpp0rt of 0per ptbn l:urora II, on 19 July. The Cm.ffiOYS moved 60 
l73r'; Lbn Bde troops in th'l combf\t assllult and sup:)Or9'.l t h(l Brigade) by 
flying normol .dssions cfter tho combat assault. 
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t. Nine slicks nnd two (2) Light firC) tsaras Ilo:h three (3) lifts in 
support of the l73rd Lbn Ede on 20 Jult, r.loving 162 US trr,ops. ,:11 other 
missions were in SUPVJrt of Operl?t ion l.urora II. 

u. On the 21 July, the COT,mcJYS using nine (9) slicks and two (2) Light 
Fire Tec::ls repositione··] 360 l73rrl :.bn Ede tr')ops in four (4) lifts in 
support of Op0ration l.u1ora II. 1.11 other nissions were in norllnl support 
of the opsration. . 

v. Eight (8) slicks anel two (2) Light Fire Teans conJucted fourtGen (14¢! 
cor~bat assaults, carring 642 l73rd f.bn Ede troo,Js, on the 22 of July. 
:.ircrc.ft 735 crQshed in am of the LZ1s. The nircr!lf't was a totnl loss; 
the crew wns eVE'.cuat3d with only Ilinor injuries. :J.l othar missions were 
in support of Operation Lurora II. 

w. 1~1 mission flown on th" 23 July wore in support Qf the l73r1 :.bn 
Bde Operrtbn l.urora II. The FLLCON Fire T!3a::l sank thirteen (13) so.::pans 
and were creditxl with 2 KItl s. L slick on n mo1icd evacuation ;;lission 
r<3cieve,l one hit while aiding lI}).tst Off II aircraft in the evacuation of 173rd 
f.bn Eda troops. 

x. On 24 July all missions flown wero in support of Operation l.urora 
n. COh'BOY 884 reciaved on.<) rourd while delivoring SUppUGS to the forward 
173rd Lbn Bele elam!3nt. The pilot was slightly wcundGd and thG aircr!lf't wns 
avc.cuated to Bien Hoa for repairs. The F1LCONS se.nk sixto.on Slllll)ons and 
reci8vsd crodit for ono (1) KIL. 

y. Nine (9) slioks and two (2) Light Firo TeQ:;ls roUlle threc (3) lifts 
while repositioning 162 l73rd Lbn Bda troGPs in SUl)port of Operl:!tion l.urora 
II c:m July 25. ;,11 othAr missions were in support of this operation. 

z. On the 26 of July ten (10) slicks ann. two (2) Light Fire Tel'.ilS .-:;ode 
feu::- (4) combat ll.ss8ults carring 240 US troops in support of the l73r j Lbn 
Bdc Operat ion Lurora II. ,Ill' other taissions war!) in support of thi s operet ion. 

aa. T"ln (10) UH-1D's and two (2) Light Fire T81l.'1lS re~)ositione:i the 4/503 
infour combat assaults in support in support of Op'lretion :.urorll. II, 0n 27 
of .;'uly. On the first lift aircraft 571 or.".shed with a l,nd of six (6) 

l7Jr'1 J.bn Bd" Troops. Th8r!) were t!)n (10) fotrlities in the D.coi:bnt. 1. 
sGcurity :;>lato'Jn was lifted to th8 eN ih site. 1J.1 othGr missions were in 
support of the l73r:! l.bn Bel~ Operl:!t 101 • 

bb. On 28 July all uissions fl014l worG in support of the l73r:l I.bn BdG 
in Oper.Qtion Aurora II. 

coo jill ;;!issions flown on the 29 July were in support of tho l73rd ;Jm 
)1\(",13 Operation Lurora II. Five (5) illi-1D1s and one (1) Light Fire T ··e.:>1 
lu·t8:t a lI2rge sGcurity forces into the orash sitG of 571 to seoure the area 
s-c thd 1'. CH-47 oould rCCOVGr } art s of th3 wreakage. hiroraft 557 reoiGved 
em round during this lift. 
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d:'!. Nina (9) OR-ID's an.'! one (1) Light Firo TeeD mad" 'me cOlubat /).860-

ult on 30 July r8fjositioning 94 173rd tim B:'b troops in Operation :.urolla II. 
Ten (l(») slicks and two (2) Light Fir" T('o .. ,s liftod 240 troops of the 1/503 
to tho Brigade oreo in flJur (4) lifts. :.11 ::.thor missi::.ns were in nor:nol 
support of the l73rl I.bn Me. 

eo. The CQ';BQYS werG IlttnchE'J to the 145th (}Jllbat Lviotion Bllttclion 
on 31 July for L10veoent ,.,f the 173ri Lbn Bele back to Bien Hoe. Six (6) 
extractions wer') floJ.n r.loving 360 trJops bl1ck t· tr,eir bl1se COLlp. 

a. Due to the op8rntional comrlittlent of this r.lcmth very little train­
ing was nccoI:1iJlishod other th&ln trllining new pilots an:l cr'olW !J3l1lbers repcrt­
ine into thG unit. 

III. COM?I.NY ~S:.I 

Construction beginrilne';on the officers lounglduring this aonth and 
work c'cntinued on ilrlividual living qu.~rtors. 

IV. CIVIL I.FF :.IRS I 

The 25th Mil'1icnl !letocbtl"nt continuo-j WID-Cl.P operations in the Duc TV 
Distrnct. 
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