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1. Operetions:
1

". 1 Aumust 1966, found Cn. 4, 82nd fLviation Rattalion in Pien "oa
after terminsting support of the 173rd ulrborne Frigade's Oneration Aurora II
on 31 July. Extensive post-operation aireraft meintencnce wes in mrocess,
and rocovu%cd parts of the compeny's crashed Cowboy 571 were flown to Com-

Ranh EHay ff&r inspection to determine ccuse of the fatal accident of 27 Jusy
1946, |

., On 2 August 1966, Company A held &n Awerds and Docorations
Ceremony in the company area, The Company Commender, Major Johnson, pin-
ned awards jon 26 members of the commany. In the afternom the Cowbays,
with Falcon cover, lifted trorps of Ath Battalien, 503rd Infantry, 173rd
iirborne Brigade into the loczl TAOR in summort of Operetion Uniontown,
Later in t;tc efternosn pilots flew to Vung Teu to ferrv UH-1D's 902 snd
910 to Bicn Hoa as replacements for UH-1D's 735 end 571 destroved ~m Oper-
ation Lurors II.

‘ .
¢. From 3 August 1966 until 9 Aueust 1966, Compeny & continued
to support the Brignde in Operetion Uniontown and Provided aircraft fer
Lonz Renge Reconnaissanee Potrol Trainine, Trainine of the IRPP!'s consis-
ted of mractice in metheds of infiltratine ond exfiltrstine ntrsals in cne.
my territory. The new "Polmer Snatch", renpelline and rome 1f-dor mothnds
were mracticed, On the ofternonn of 5 "umust the Felenns with 173rd Avin-
timn Plotorm put on & fire power demonstration in "r Zane I for the new vnit
comménders ‘mthn.n the briecde,

d. On 10 .ugust, the 173rd iirborne Brigade opened a sefrch and
destroy operation East of Xuzn Loc. Labelling the operation, Toledo, the
Brigace Headouerters moved into positimn Castile at the bese of fia ‘Ray
fiountain, with the Cowbcys suvmerting from Xuen Loc airfield.




e: The Cowhboys on 13 Jurust with clements of the 145th Aviation
Battelion Lifted 1/503 and 4/503 into LZ Grenads in sunmot of Omeration
Toledo., .t ~prroximately 2000 hours, Cowbov overetions &t Xuen-Loc received
& ¢dll that & "Dust Off" hclicopter wes missing nesr L2 frensde, Captain
Wayne Davis| and Lt, Fred Zabersky tork Cowbowr 674 on & rescue mission
through dordness end marsinal wenther. The crewchief of the "Must Off" was
found &nd rescued "nd eleoments of 2/503 wore directed to the erash site,

fl. On 14 rueust, the Cowbaw's lifted 2n SRUN wunit from fn Tee to
a position E2st of Costile in supwort of Operatien Toledo.

g, On 16 ‘vgust Felemn #6, Mejor Williem YacPhail, flvine 2 1M
armed with 2 new chemierl dispersing unit made & €35 run »n @ laeetion sus-
pected to be horboring laree VG units. ™he 0% wos effective 28 Frlemn 76
tock four(4) hits, Irmedirtely after smraving, the Folems struch the Area
with their mechine guns, rockets end grensdes,

h. In the late afternorn of 17 ‘ugust, en OW-13S, Gasper 419, lost
power anc settled into the trees in a smAll LZ neer position Grancd2, There
were no inj%:ries and the aireraft was repcired and flown to Bien Hon on 17
«~ugust, T

ﬂ. On 20 iwugust 1966, Felcon 86 wes slightly woundcd on another
successful €3 mission. Cowboy 567 was forced down hy an e¢ngine compfrtment
fire at posE;tion Castile, Severel crewchicfs in the LZ quickly extinsuished

the fire saying the cirer:ft ¢nd preventing injury to the crow,

Jo On 21 dugust, Mejor Glark and faptein Reeves mede 2n emergency
extraction of an LRRP being chased be the Viet Cong. There was not 2 suite
able LZ aveileble. The "Palmer Snztch" wes enmmloyed for the first time by the
Cowboys under combat conditioms,

k. On 22 Zuguest, the Cowhavs with Poleon enver 1ifted 360 U.S.
end 180 R‘fﬂ troops in support of Opersti~n Tnledo, The M.D System (Mortar
neriel Delivery) denlored from 2 UH-IB of the 173rd /viatirn Pletonn
attzcled positions in ®Wer Zons D" where Viet Oone elements hed hemn sightnd,

145th vietion Battzlion, 1lifted clements of the 173rd Lirborne Brigcde os
Oneretion Toledo turns tn the Southerst in pursuit of the Viet A=, Just
past nonn thc Cowboys weve beginning resumnly of slements of the Mrigrde
Cowboy 674 hod on engine feilure ~nd wos Putorateted by fant2in Troav Reeves
into an omen field two miles South of Xuan Toe. There were no induries and
the Sirernft wos lifted to Blen Hoa by CH-L47,

lFL During the morning of 23 lurust, the Cormeny, werlding with the

. On 24 August 1966, 356 troov of the 173rd 'hn. Rde. were 1ifted
in supmort of Teledn. The Cowbows sre alerted for evernight stand-hv to
1lift a reaction force for the Rrigade,

n. On 29 lugest, & UH-1B received one hit in suwnort of Operation
Toledo. Thpre were no injuries ond onlv incident domage to the zireraft,




oi The month of ‘ugust closed with the Cowbovs continuing to
support Operation Toledo in the dense jungle Jouth of Xuan Loe, -

STATISTISS FOR TH "QHTH OF ..UGUST

CH-13 UH-1B(4) UH=1B UH-1D Total

Sortics - 396 431 309 3021 4157
Hours 292 398 187 1228 2105
Pax 5 4355
Cargo (tons} 242

Ldreraft Hiﬂs 7

2. TRAINING:

The training time this month wes deveoted to femilierizing the
pilots and crews of the UH-1D's with the Long Ronge ReconnAaissance Prtrnl
infiltration ond exfiltration tocties. Often these patrols are plrced in or
removed from locetions requiring réppelling, use of rope ladders or use
of the "Polmer Snatch.,” The "Palmer Snatch? is on emergenédy exfiltrrtim
method oneref:ed from & helicopter heverine over the fjungle,  length of
rope is lowei-ed from the helicopter to the troops on the Jungle floor, The
troops are hooked onto the rove by 2 Swiss Scat and a Chest Harness, The heli-
copter hoverb straight up until the trooms are elear of the trees, 2nd flvs
to the ne‘rest sccure lending area, 11 the methods wore mracticed #nd studied,

3. SWLRDS <MD DECORATIONS:  (TRTPATED BY Sp/k Tichael A, De larco)

Ri t K PE;_{_‘E_ AWARD
M Jor GIBBOIS, Bruce H, D.F.C.
Captain OVERHOLSIER, William EH, B.S. ACM "y
Captodin PITCH.RD, Donald G, B.5. BAM
33GT TILLEY,. Rosco G, B.S3.
Sp/h KOZIOL, Theophil J. AN oy
Sp}/l.p PLATT, Richerd W, Ly RAM
Major COCHRMT, Bruce 3, BLYM
Me jor VICT(R, Henry J, BLM
Captain REEVES, Troy Jr. BAM
Captain ALBRECHT, Richerd D. BLM
lé‘c BELSLEY, Lonnie S. B\M
1/Lt MURRLY, George W, Jr, BM
Cwi DRF, Harold &, RAM
CWo RICU.RDSON, Herold F. BAM
WO JONES, Kenneth R. BLY
WO KEC CCRMLC II, Gordon B

3¢,




Wo NCRTOM, Doniel S. BAM

WO STOUDT, Charles T, BAM Lgrr
1o LID, Clorence R. B0

0 S NDERS, Gary M. B

H0 B.SNEY, Ronald /.. BLM

fg CH 7B, Robert .\, B P.H,
B3G RIMMEY, James B
3p/5 PETE, Dovis S, At
S5p/5 LUC:S, Delbert G, BAIY
3p/5 ENERICE, Thomes J. BiM
>p/5 CO'TER, lomer £, B.M
§p/5 FERR..\LL, Frenk V, 2 Ve
Sp/5 ROBERTS, Curtis Bl
Sp/5 PLYNT, elvin L. BN
OE/S Li1P.N, Richard R, Ril
Sp/5 L'RSQ(N, Larry n.
Sp/h NELSON, Gary M, BAL
Sp/h BRECHT, Willien C, BLI i
Sp/L BELL,Philip G, BAM
SP/A TIPPEIT, Jerry W, BLM
Sp/b PATTERSOW, Richerd G. R}
Sp/h INGLES, Michael J, M
Sp/L LUNECK'S, Poter T,
Sp/L NORRIS, Mickel J. BLK

Pfc KEIL, David A4, R'M

Pfe PRICE, Lerry D, \l

Pfc EPSTEIN, Lewis D, BA\M

Pfe LNTHONY, Everett BAM

Pfc FINXTLLL, Alén J. RAIT

Pfe PIKE, Jom V, PAYT

Pfc JLOESH, Walter C. R

Pfc EBY, Benny E, R

Pfe HASHS, David T. PAM ACH
ch FRENGH, * Ray B

Sp/5 SCHULTZ,: Kurt. &, ACH
Sp/5 SH.TZIR, John R. At

wo DUM.S, Robert W. P.I.

W0 GEI3H USIR, .nthony J,

4. G;(E-—IP.‘.HY RE.:

donstruction gnd beautification wrojects continued in the Companyr
érec, The Officors, under the closc supervision of Major Vietor, put the
finishing touches on a Cowboy~Feleon-Casper Lounge joining the pitios of
the BR. The lounge will have & bar » TV, © hand painted helicopter aerial
combit mural designed by 1/It. Jon Hoza and a Compeny Of7icers DEROS snop-
shot scquence,

The /1l-inericen club had its grand onening end is serving the
Enlisted Iien lLvi'I:h & ber, Lounge And day room, The club building also
housos a barber shop ond & laundry which scrves the entire Corpeny .,




5, (OIVIL AFF.LIRS:

2. On 19 .Lugust 1966 Company 4, "2nd .viatien Dettalion, worldng
hand in hend with the 3%th ‘rtillery Rc4tolion, RVN s cormlet~d: construction
of & three classrom school in Duc Tu District of Ngu Phuc rrof,”Remblic
of Vietnam, The school, now heins uses by the Victnemese mennlo s WS
completed under dircetirn of First licutenants Guillot and Zaiborslar with
meny hours of hard, voluntary work by the men of the Compeny,

The Vietnfmese orphenage directly fcross the streef from the
school projeet in Duc Tu wts trected to o »morty W the Gowboys, Ford ond
drinks were provided for the children 7nd staff of the orph2ntge, Major
Johnson, Commender of the Cowboys, with lfajor Victor end 1/1t. Zabarsky
attended the big narty to represent the Company and remorted thet the
party was a tremendous success,

The 25th ¥edical Detatchment of Compeny .. continued FEDGLP
operations in Duc Tu District., In conjuction with the medicecl worlk, articles
of food, millk 2nd clothing were distributed to needy Vietnomese people,
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335TH AVL PIG7 GO PONY (LMTLT)
173rd iirborne Brigede (Soparate)
PO 96250 Sen Frencisco, Culifernin

AVEE-ALL ‘ 1 October 1966

TO: Commnding Officer
335th Aviation Commony (fml-Lt)
17rd Airborne Brigede (Seporcate)
4APO 96250 San Francisco, California

I, OPER TIOHS:

“a The 335th Aviation Company (Lril-Lt) continued o support into Sepe
tember the 173rd Lirborne Brigade (Separate) on a secrch end destror oneroe
“ion 1nbelled Tolede heing conducted nocr Xusn Loc, Republic of Vietnom,
-ight Cowboys with Faleon sunport flew four comh i a582ults 25 the Pare-
troons scirched-out the Viet Cong,

b, The sccond of September found the Cowboys ond Falcons with elemonts
of ihe 1/5th lviati~n Bettelion lifting 354 trooms of tho Brigtde in a
massive heliborne asseylt. Cowboy 902 loaded with trooms lost NOWRr o
deporture from 1LZ Washington and was autorototed, Demage was suffered to
the tail boom and tail rotor. 902 was evacutted to Dien Hon by CY-47,

c. The waboys » Felcons, and Cospers from 3 through 6 Septembor sup~
ported the 17$rd Airborne with resupply, courier service, reconnaissance ’
comrénd “nd licison ond aericl fire support.

d.. The Vfc,h of September marked the terminction of Oneration Toledo as
the 335th led three cdirmobile comninies in lifting the worctroomers from
the omerations crea into the "Sno'e Pit at Bien Hor,

¢, Eorly morning the 2th of Septerther found the Zowbors ~nf Folcons
winging Westward to support the 1lst Infontry Division in the Pmu Loi wm
Iai Xhe crer,| 214 members of "the Big Red Gne" were Eesle Flighted into
& rough, brush lending zone. The proud Cowb~vs shemed 1st Infantry
Lirmobile Compenics with thoir tifht, oxtct formetion flying snd the

4

de2dly Faleons put on en impressive demmstretion of ferinl fire supnort,

f. Oporaﬁion Uniontown underway in the 173rd local TAOR wf8 supoorbed
on 9 Sop’oenbeﬁj by the 335th, Vietnonese Netienal Elections ~re appronching
~nd ~lertness is the word, for 11 ~21licd intéllirence sources axnecet meaxd-
mun Viet Cong interforence with the elections,




Subject: Monthly Fistory for 335th Awn Co (A1) 1 Octrber 1966

g. The perind of 10 September throush 14 Sentember wos ~uiet frr the
335%h.  The bettelions over ‘ting in the loc®l TAGR werc nrovided hot "AM
ratims and othor supnlies cach morning “nd ovenine bv the "W-1D's,

he On 15 September Ath Brttalion moved Morthwest to sceurc in air-
strip ~t Doy Tieng for ~n operntion by the 1st Infentry Divisi-n, The
security oncritirn wes 1belled Oper~tion ‘tlintic City, end before this
nunmber of wounded, pulled an injurcd men from the Juneles on the end of ~
rope, took three bullet hits » cnd flew & scérey night emergency resupmly
of damaged ncdio werts Lo the 4th Battelion,

1. OSeptember 16th at 1015 hours CWO Dorf and WO fGregg warlking out of
Deu Tieng in support of the 4/503 received three rounds of light cutomatic
weipons firc 2s they were on short finel to medevoe wounded iAmericins.

The hits ruptured the fuel cells, ond by the time CWO Dorf nursed the
cripnled 701 into Dou Tieng, JP-4 wes flowing 2nkle decn through the c rgo
compriment, &L swrvival kit under the crewchief's seat cought one enemy
round hecded for Sp/5 Mercdith., 70l was finelly renvired by the m intencnce
crew on "Horsc Thief" and was flown to Bien Hoo,

At noon the Cowboys ~nd Frleons 1lifted clerents of the Brigade
into & londing zonc in the TAOR. Cowboy 738 in formotion ot tree ton
cltitude experienced #an engine foilure, WO Ron Jones s 2irer~ft dommender,
and &7utain Joln Wood, whe wes on his first heliborne rsszult in Vietnan,
mede & perfect gzero 2irsmeed cutorotation into dense Jungle, There ware
no injuries, hut the juanle wes so dense thot o lending to rescue the
crow wos impossible, dn emergency messége wns relryed to the Bripade
Long Ringe Reconncisscnes Patrol to rep’re their rescue rone lrdders for
use, The LRRP rcsmgnded instntly with the entire unit, tryins-to climb
o Rolicopbirs to'roseus the Cowhovs fream the honds of the Viet Cone,
However, tho LRRP wrs finelly cmvinced thet only @ rope ladler whs
nceded wo regcuc the crew, L few nerveus roments after nlunging intn the
Junzle, the erew scrombled up the rove 17desrs into tha hovering rescuc
helicopter, ' Later in the cfternsmn 732 was evacurted to Nden Hon by CH-4L7.

Je 4t OR00 on 17 Septembor 1966 an Awerds and: Decorrtions Cercmeny
was held, Mojor Johmson, Commonder of the Sowhoys, decorated ten officors
and enlisted men for 2cts of vilor and pericds of meritarious scrviee.

The Compony received notiee thet the Cowboys, s of 1 September 1966, are
redesignated the 335th <viction Gompony (Cirmobile-Light), Commony -

will be returned to its werent 82nd dvictirm Battolion ot Fort Arogg, H-rth
Carolina, This return to the United Stotes in volves only our neme, &
discppointment to every Cowboy,

k. The period of 15 September to 23 September wes & merird of training
and experirmentation with o new item of equimment., Col. Parmeter introduced
us to & system denloyed on the ronf of the jungle by o UF-1D, This svsten
wes labelled the junszle etnopy and CWO I, Dorf ond WOR, Jones werled with
Col, Permeter in 'wemuration for o demonstretion to shrw how troeps &nd
equimment could be nloced mm this canony by heliconter, then lowercd to
the otherwise intccessible junsle floor,




Subject: lonthly History for 335th iwn Co (LifL) 1 October 1966

1, At last 1ight on the oftornoon Af 20 September five LRRP teoms
were oufostnsted by UIW1D's into the hostilec crea Yorth of Jien Ho& known
notorinusly %as Wer Zone D, Two light fire tesms from the Frleons mrovided
cover for the operation; therc was nomitive enermy contoct,

m. The Cowboys ¢nd Faleons snent the doy of 21 Scuberbor m extractim
stond-by for the LRRP tooms worldng in D Zone, Three of the toams made
contfet with the Viet Cong 2nd throe times +he Cowb~rs serarmbled to snatch
the matrols from the hends of the Viet Gon=,

n. On 22 September, light fire teans froo the Frlems were crled
upon to provide cericl five sunnort for LARP's in contfet with the Viet
Cong, .t lOPO Cowboys reccted to an urgent reguest for ~ netrnl extree—~
tion, pulling the =atrol in witheut incident, “erin ot 1nst light twe
LRRP's were Echeduled for infiltrotion into D Zene, The first Cowhey
approcching his L7 spottcd VC on the efme nf the words, L quick drawing
Cowboy crcwchief bect & VC with on automatic weapon to the draw, Prrtnors
of the dead VC omened fire ~nd the LARP missim wes “horted, The soesnd
Cowboy begon his anproach ~nd rceeived fire, a hot gun bottle ensved os
the Cowboy pulled out of the ~prroach ~nd the Faleons rolled in with their
guns blezing, Both LERP's missiens were aborted and returncd to Bien Hoa
because of the VC presence in primory and alternste TZ!s,

The Casper's OH-13's ermed with mochineguns went out f.p the test
fire of their new systems, The OIL13's are to he utilized 28 scout
units to detect Viet Cong concentrotioms for destruction by quick rotetion
Cowboy ~ Faleon Eagle Flights,

o, At O$OO on the 23rd of September, CWO Horeld Dorf ~nd WO Ronald
Jones flew the jungle cnopy demonstration for the Brigrde Staff, Col
Parmetor gove the stoff merbers on initinl bricfing on the vses 2nd oper-
ation of the etnopy. The net beczme fouled in the jungle ~nd the demn-
strotion wes iterminated with observers skenticr) of the feasibility of
the jungle cinopy systen,

it 1300 two UM-1D's conducted tredning with pathfinders feom B/A7 Cev.,
The last light of doy sew throe Cowboys s5irel dewn intothe Jungles
of Yar Zanc E with LERP's to sesrch frr Viet Cong. WO Cherles ¥, Stoudt
and WO Willien M. Manker ploced their p2trol in & srll remch jungle
clecring, Imedictely ofter the holicomter demirtod bhe LRRP engraed 2
pletorn sige VG forcey an Lrrwdirte extroction wes remuested, WO Steudt
and WO I&Iankef}r wont back into the LZ and nmiclod un the ~0tral under fire.,
4 rotor blode was dene ned, but the ~ireraft roturncd safelw tn Rien Voa,

r. LRRP'is c2lled for help &t 1300 hours ~m 25 Septerther, The CAwbovs
and Falcons snatched the potrols from the junsle snd ~ssaulted ~ forehirn
force into the arec where the LRRP's hod discrvored the Viet Cmg,

The ].j’?Brd Lirborne Drigsde begen Operation Sioux City, ~imine "t the
Viet Cong eclements the IRRP had mode contoet with in D Zone,




Subject s }-Iﬁi)nthl;f History for 335th fwn Co (LML) 1 Qctober 1966

9. 0800 hours, 256 September 1966 the Cowbovs delivered 120 mretraspers
into D Zonc LZ's, The Faleons shot white phesrhorous into £ mosition thrt
was directing ground fire =t the GCowbovs, Twn V3 with their elothes in”
flomes sprinted into the omen ond were cut down o the "Szber! ounshivs,

r. Three assaults mt 170 parctroopers into LA's in supnort of Sicux
City on the wmorning of 27 Sentember,

8, On 27 September Engle Flizhts worce conducted in Wor Zonc N as the
173rad f-irboxfne eontinued to seerch for the clusive Viet Cong, OH-13's armed
with their side arms conducted ‘ero-~Scout treining with E/17 Covalrr., Three
LiTP's were ploced in the Brigade onerttimnal arec in'D Zene, Thirtv mine
utes after infiltrati-n one tesm was ¢~lling for help, Cantain Troy Reeves
and Coptoin Don Moss made 2 doring extrection ‘of the team under intcnse
automrtic wgapons fire, The Falcon fire teon led b Cantein Vance Goarmons
provided ravaging fire support for the extraction., The LRRP's reported
thet Falcon fire was providing close-in supnort against VC only 20 meters
from their pesition,

t. The Cowboys's, Falcons, and Cesper's continued on Sentember 29 znd 30 !
to provide the Drigade with avistion support for Operction Sioux City. |
Ecgle flights ond essaults were made, supplics were delivcred, LRRP's were i
supported cnd S gas wis showered on suspected Bict Cong torgets, The
month of Scptember closcd with the following mmthly stetistics:

OH-13 Ur-1B(A) Uli-1B UH-1D IOTAL
Sorties I 225 6l2 325 2552 3701,
Hours | 127 450 162 964, 1703
Pax : 1381
Cergo (ton) | 2056
Lircraft Hits 3

II. TRIINTHG:

Training during the month of Senterbar wrs deveted to now nilebs and
crow merbers,  Pilots worc given the ususl unit cirer~ft checkrut ~"n? the
arca orientobion, New zunners and crew chicfts were given the wehprn choels-
out ond tricfed on erow mrncedures ~nd resmonsinilitics.

III, &IGRDS) 1D DECOR TIONS Prevtred by Sp/h Micheel Ne Mareo,

Prescntbd 17 September in cercmrny by M jer Frnest H, Johngon , Command.
ing Officer 335th ivirtion Commony (4ML):

Officers:

tiacPhail, Williom Jr, Hajor DFC, Bronze Star, ‘M w/MV",
| Purple Heart

iddiss, Deniel .., ¥ jor Bronze Star

Bell, Clenn B, 1/1t AM w/ry

Kuhblonk, Richerd €, 1/t LY w/oym

bio 5




Subject: ldnthly History for 335th .iwn Co (LML) 1 October 1966

Sanders, Gony G, WO A w/hym
Peters, Donold L. Coptain Ll
Enlisted Moni:

Ferrall, Frank V. Jr. Sp/5 Ay
Klinefelter, John W, Sp/h LM
Houchin, Zelner M, Jr, Pfe AM
MeHugh, Leo P. Pfe AM

Iv. cQ lP:-NY? LREAL H

Construction work in individuel ro~ms continues »t ~n enthurstic necq.
CWO Bi1l Easton persists in his running weter projoct, A l2rge water tower
has buen conmstructed and wining to deliver running weter to the cor™eny ~roa
is being leoid,

V. CIVIL .FFAIRS:

I7DC P ond fond distributin prnjects in the Rien Mna ~rea were corried

out to 2id the sick and needy Vietnamese peomlec,

1 ly
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x plcked un two rounds ~f smell orms fire. The nil~t wes ohle
secure ~red; where he frund minor damree tn his ship, The

11 1ifts to reoositirn the paratronmers as their un-
suilt of the crafty Biet fmg in "Wor Zone ¢ continued.

nonth of October beg:
to provide

the 2nd of October two OH-13S' armed with m2chineguns wrovided
ver for E/17 Cov, The Viet Cong chose not to interfere with the
thus 2voided incurring the wrath of the fero Scouts,

hundred and sixty U.3. troops were 1ifted by seven Cowboys with
Light conteet wes mogde
¢t with the peratros-pers of the 173rd,

Cowboys moved two hundred troaps of the Brigade as Operatim
continued on 6 OQctober,

7 October, 10 Cowbeys with cover from two Feleon light fire tesns
d 120 U.S, trosps in War Zone D,

8 October 1966, paratronpers of the 173rd bezen t» withdraw

360 troops were extrrcted bv the

8 the Cowboys Anmroached the S-ng Done Nai River, the Snuthern
"ler Zme D," the Viet Cong mnened- fire m the frrmrtion,  Feur
demrged., The Cowboys, in farrati~n, returned the fire ~nd the
"ns rolled in tn remind "Cherlie™ thet the luxury of firing ~t
¢n cost derrly, Loter dn the dey, 5 Cowbrys meved 60 crve lry—

sition tn securc the route of trevel for the Brigrde ernvey mov—

"D Zone "

9 Qctrber, the Cowbovs clesned uo the Sirux City fres with on

nf 92 U.S. trosvs in 4 1lifts, leritl reconnaissonce far mern-
begnn as 5 eireraft checked Route #15 from Bien Hen te Vune Tey
for reoad clecring nneratimms,

Octobor 1966 was the opening dey of Opersti-m Robin s the sk
ovided security for elements of the 4th Infentry Divisien moving
2u to Bear Cot,
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Subject : ﬁbnthly History for Comnveny A, 82nd Avn Bn 12 Merch 1967

i, The morning of 11 Octcber the "Cowboys" 1ifted trrrps of the 173rd
into an LZ in the vicinity of the Brisode P on Highwey #15 South of Bien
Hoa, Operztion Robin continucd 2s the 335th nrovided o light fire term,

2]

% eouricr bhip and resupply ships used t- supplement the rocd supnly convoy.

. On 12 October four UH-1D's and & light firc tean infiltrated two
LRRP's into suspected Biet Cong are~s South of the Brigede CP, At ap-rox.
imately 1805 Casper #416, ~n OB-13S pilsted by 1/1t Douglas L Jrones, depirted
the Brigade CP enrnute to Bion Hoa, At avwroximotely 1915, #416 hit the
upper strond of power lines running through the Ieng Binh ares, #416 fell
50 fect to the fround and burst intn flimes, 1/t Jones 7nd his pA8senzor
S/8gt E~6 Freomen were killed instantly. The cceldent investigation barrd

w:s apprinted ¢nd began its investigation st first light nn the 13th »f
October,

A%/ 1830 hours on the 12th five UH-1D's with » light fire boam come
ducted nigﬁt training, They londed in forroti-n At Besr Cot, Wune Meu ~nd
the Snoke fit in Bien Hoa,

k. Ea}gi_y on the morning nf 13 Octoher 1966 two OH.135 were corried by

iir Force €-130 to Do Nang, Twn UM1D's flew tn Da ¥eng vin the entstrl route,
These four helicrnters were ploced in supnart ~f the 173rd Adrherne Brie~de!s
4/503 Infontry on Opernti-n “inchester supprrting #17ied omer~tins in T O~ro
ner the Demilitrrized 2-ne, 't 1700 h~urs three UH-ID's extrrcted s IRR®
which hod mede contoet with 2 Viet Cnmg frce, The extrretirn was moade
without c.n{r enerty interference,

1. Agtin on 1k October = LRRP celled for extraction at 1700 hours,
The extrection wos mrdc with no enemy fire received, 't 1800 hours o
flight cof six UH-1D's (the Mustongs) with a lisht fire tecm mrde o night
forretion trodning flight to Vung Tou, the Sncke Pit 2nd boek ints the
COHRAL. : ‘

m. At/ 0900 hours on 15 Octcber, UH-1D's covered by & light fire tcom
extricted 42 U,S. paratronpers from a pick-up zone in AO Robin, 4 seeond
light fire|tecn eome m stotion 2t 0900 hours t- wovide ¢rnvry ¢rver for
Brigide vchicles troveling Highwey 15 in the Robin ares,

n., 16| October 1966 drwned with ~ Falem firo torm meking » recon-
ntissance, repe~ted at last light ~f day, wis 2 drily chre tn obscrve any
Viet Gng fetivity neor the Crucirl highway,

o, Terminction of the 173rd Adrb~rnoe Brigedet!s road runner ~neroti-n
on Highwey|#15 begen at 0730 hours -n 17 Octnber As 7 "Cowbnys®" and 2 "Fole~n"
lizht fiI‘Oi tetms extrocted 126 U.3. perotrorpers from the Robin frer, ©
convry begen roving towtrd Bien Hoa with 2 "Feleen" teom providing everhond
cover, By the cftern~m Operction Robin wes tormincted., The 335th *virti-n
counts Operation Robin 2 1rss becruse »~f the tragic 2ecidentrl dorth of
1/t Deuglés L. Jones,
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Subject: |Monthly History for Gompeny %, 82nd fwn Py 12 ¥erch 1967

P. 4t 0730 hours ~n 17 Octrber 2 UN-1Ms hessn ~irb~rne refresher tes ine-
ing with %lenonts of W Tro-n, 17th Cov, 't 0970 hewvrs ~nc UMa1D domrpted
the CORRAL for Do Nong to wrovide ~dditirnnl sumnert for 4 /503 in Omersti-n
Winchester. At 2245 hours ¢ Viet fong unit ~tiocked the ~rmed helicnutor
perking “rea at the South bhound’ry of the Brimnde nerireter. 4 Clrvmore
mine or frogmentation grensde wes detonated under UH-1B #9032, The resulting
fire, ond|fuel-ammnitin exnlosion completely destroyed #932 ~nd severely
demeged #930, Captain Vance Gomrons ond Sp/h Lyle Travis saved #7930 fr-m
destructiﬁm bty flying it off the ped, Both werc later presentcd the Pronze
Ster with "W Device for herolsm by Majer Genersl Prul Srith, Cormcnding
Gencral of the 173rd firborne Brigode (Seperate), Faleon aireraft #919
perked next to 4932 c1ss whs in denger ond wes eveeurted by 1/1t Willeughbw
Going Lt Gnin received the -ir Nedsl with a "V' Deviec for hernisn,

q. &t Q700 hours on 19 Octnber 1966, seven (7) "Cowboys" and twe ()Y
light fire tecms deperted Bien Hea to support the 25th Infentry Divisi-n
in the Cu|Chi~Duc Hoa area, Cembrt ~ssrults meved 150 ARVN rnd U,S, trenps
during the dry. On the 1ast extrrctim of the dsv the "Cwhars," sn short
fintl to on open, rice ficld pick-up zme, were "rbushed by horvy sntll nrms
~nd P.utnmitic wotpons fire, Cowbny doer gunners whipped ~ut whitz snoke
to nrk for the Felerns ~nd onened fire with their ~wn ".6Q's, The Frlemns
rolled inlr”.nd the suppnsedly "Secure LZ" wrs cngulfed in - wild fire fizht,
Lirborne 7grin, the "Cowboys" frund five »~f soven ships e~rrvins cwrbrt dome
2ge~no crcw members wounded. Two of the RN extreeted wore geri~usly -
wrunded y cnory fire and wore flown tn 7th Surgicrl Hospitel ot Cu Thi.

\
Cne light fire te"n ot Bicn Hn? crnducted ree~nnrissrnec ~f the

Brig de TACR (Toetic'l ‘rer of Opercti-m~l Resnmsihility) ~t 0730 ~nd 1670,
These reeoms provide mrre security f~r the Brierdo perimoter, which is ~b.
vi-usly nc,‘bt a8 8Sceurc 78 cveryrne hd wraviously honed,

r, Before d ylieht -n the m~rninz »f 20 Octaber, scven (7)"Cawh~wa"
cnd two (2) "Feleon" fire tonms vulled mitch ~nd hotded inta the Nolts Seuth
nf 35ig0n4 ‘rrivinz ot Ben Tri, the comm ny dnined the "Outl-ws" ~nd ""nishts?
of the Delte ‘viction Bstt-lien (13th ‘vi~tin Brttrlion) ~nd 1Liftod 280
4RVN in four osscults, On Pn oextroctien t~werd the cnd »~f the ~ftarn~-n,
the "Felens” detected Viet Tong on & londine zme “brut to be ~ssrulted,
Rolling in the guns, put €5 gos, machingun fire ~nd rnckots ~n the enerv
elenents 2nd successfully upset cny pltns the enerv hed of firing on the
incoming :?lickS.

\
The copiny returned to the CORMLL hhoow, as the units visited in
the Delta ‘expresscd aptzenent 2t the exesllent formoti-n flying b thf.j
"Cowbnys" |and the spivited ~gsressivness of the blaodthirsty "Faleons®

s. October 21 "nd 22 were spent in norrmel suobport of the 173rd Lir-
borne in Bien Hoc ond Do Neng, 4 number »f rcens wore c-nducted in the
T.0R ond one recm covercd Hiztwry #15 from Dien He2 to Tung Tou,




Subject:i Henthly HWist-ry for Conpony L, 22nd fvn Mn
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t. On 23 Octobor 1966 light firc terms ernducted recons in the TAOR,
Lt 1300 & fire tesnm from the Feleens went ~ut tn ceover CH-47's (ChinA~ks)
flying out of Xon Cat Specinl Ferces Carp ~n the Marth bonk ~f the Song

Dong Moi

}River Northest of Bisn Hon,

’t 1800, 3 UH-1D's cavered by » fire torn pesiti~ned 2 TRPP torms

in the Br

igrde T (R,

U. &t 1120 hours mn 24 October three (3) UH-1N's and » "Palen" fire
tetn serembled t~ extract o LERRP tean thrt had been crmmr-~riscd. The ox-

traction

.3
44

v, Jhst 2fter dv trerk m 25 Octrber 1946, the "Srwb~is" rnd "Frlerns!

recaived
mide ent

@5 successful with no combat damese roceived,

!t 1800 hrurs ~nother IRRP w's pAaiti~necd bv the 3 awhnrs

request for tn emergency extroction f o IRPP term, The LRRP hnd
get with © smll Viet Cong elerient "nd hed erpturcd tw~ ~f the

enerty, The extraction wes sucecssfull, “nd the twn VO wore delivered to

Brigcde

adquerters for interrngttion, On dencrture fr-m the nick up,

the "Frleons" smotted sampons in the cres and rolled in ™ firing n-9srs,

When the

In the cfternocon one UHW1D flew © rec-nnaissance in the: vicinity of

%noku cletred there were two positively destroved cnery honts,

Tenh Linh for possible »spertitions on the 29th of October,

w., 2
Bien Hoa

X, On

6 October wos sment in normel support of the 173rd Jirborne in
end the Brigrde's 4/503 at Do Neng,

27 October 1966 =t 0045 hours 7 UH-1D'S escorted by 2 light firo

tedns 1ifted 170 wiratro-pers »f the 1/503, 't 1500 hwrs 4 UH-1D's (Mus-
tengs) and 2 tetn of "Falens" reonsiti~ned 72 trnops of the 1/503 in the
TiWOR. Twn UH-1D's received hits and -ne gunner suffered miner neck wounds,

Operation

Yo A&
from the

Trnjon Horse (Joplin) begon trday far the 1/503..

t 0700 hours m 28 Octnber, 7 "Cowbnys" supple~ented bw 3 UH-1D's
L45th iVietion Pattnlin and 2 "Frlemn® fire tosms 1iftcd 600 *RyM

tro~ps inte the Tenh Linh arcer to 2id the 1/503 in Operrtion J~nlin. Onc

"Filenn"
“Falcr\n“
telken to
4 week 1

z, 2

received o srnll armg hit in the modn reter blede Pnd ~ne ~f the
dsr gqunners wes hit in the leg bW sr~und firse, The munner wes
the 93rd Yedicrl Rvacuttimn Hesnitrl At Rien Han for trertmont,
ter he returned te duty,

9 Cetber 1966, the "Sewbrws" with faur(ld) 145th *virtin oD

and & "Faleon” fire ternm in & 1ifts noved 219 treang in the Oversti~m
Joolin ~rer, t 1400 hours, UH-1D #61l, c-rmended by WOWL Peneld 3. Jmes
showed fluctustions ~f trensrissi-n 27mes ~nd wes landed s~ felv no2r Dne

Zocl Spec
Bien Hea

i71l Forees with o friling tr2nsriissi-n, The shiv wes retuvrned -
by Chinn-k,




Subject:i Monthly Histarv for Cponv &, 99nd ‘vn ®Bn 12 Merch 1967
o, On 30 October 1966 1/503 terrinated Coorati-n Joplin s Ohin~-ks
lifted the troops from Tanh Linh t- Bien Hoa,

BB. ?The nnthsf October ended with 3 UH-1D's and 2 OH-13's supp~rting

4/503 on| Operction inchester in I Cwrp <rer, The rereinder ~f the "C-wbrySw

F: le ns~Cispers" e ntinucd £ trovide the redn force of the 173rd Airb-rne
Brigade (Separate) in Bien Hoa with the PINEST GOMB.T - IRMOBILE SUPPORT IN
THE WORLD! |

ITI. MONTHLY STATISTICS:

- OH13 UH-1B(A) Uh-1B UB=1D Total
|
Seorties 543 571 571 3238 4923
Hours 204 250 307 1387 2148
Pax 7045
Corgn (t?ns) 206
Aireraft Hits 12

II. TRLINING:

Treining time during Octnber » in 2ddition t~ the neprl tronsitien
end initirl new nil~t bricfinss » included 2 nisht formrti~n flizht by erch
lift platoon escorted by the "FAlens." A now mrogren ~f Officers C~I1
was set up on 2 bi-nnthly brsis, This c-nfcrence sessin is desirned +~
cmphisizeto pilots inf-rreti-n pertinent te “intencnee, ~ver~timms,
aviction |saféby, intelligence, company adninistration and eny inf~rmati-n
tht the Commander chn~secs t~ ermphesige,

ITI. AWARDS 4AND DECORATIONS :

An P‘Tmrds cernony wos not held during the month of Octoher becouse of
the heavy omersti-nel eorrdtment of the "Crwbrys." However, this renth heos
mroduced mony 4ir Medals os the Comnany porticipited in severnl crmbot Age
szults, Also, General Srith, Cormending Genersl ~f the 173rd iirb-rne
Brigade (Sepercte) docornted Coptein Grrmons 2nd Sp/h Lyle Travis with
Broenze Stars with "V Devices for the evacuation ~f the "Falcon! munship
from parking area during a Viet Cang attock, '

IV, COMPANY AREL:

The livinz aren of the cerrpany irnmroves crch doy as the Officers fnd
nen develop "Green Thurbs," Grass is growing and trces have been sof ~ut,
Snon the 2rea will 1l-ok so rmch 1like home, that execept for the VG, the men
of the "Cowboys" will think they are beck in the Unitod Stotes,
|

i
V. cxvxq AFFAIRS :

Foly‘ﬁwin,; the theory that the wer will be wn by diliigent eivil ~f-
fairs work 2s well as by ot pursult of the Viet Cong suerrille, tha 335th
Aviati-n [Company crntinued an active progren ~f MEDGAP thr~ugh the 25th
Medieal qe'tatchment. '

|
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335TH ZVILTION COMP.X¥Y (LIRMOBILE LIGHT)
1 November 1966 -~ 39 Novembsr 1966
173rd iirborns Brigadz (Separate)
[P0 96250 Sen Franeisco, California

Prepaored by
1/1t George W. Marray

Ipproved by

HENRY J. VICTOR
Major, Irtillary
Comnnding

PROVIDING THE 173RD ./IREORNT BRIG.DE (SEPAR/TE)
WITH THT MOST PROFESSION.L .IRMOBILE SURPORT
LVLILIBLE LNYWHERT IN THE WORLD,

HE/DRU/RTTRS
335th /virtion Company (iirmobils ULight)
173rd idrborns Brigrds (Seprrota)
4PO 96250 San Froneisco, Cnlifornia
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335TH AVIATION COMPANY ((IRIDEILE LIGHT)"
173rd iirberne Brigade (Ssparate)
AP0 96250 Sen Francisce, California

1 Docsmbsr 1966

SUBJ™CTs Honthly History of th» 335th .wintion Company (. irmokile Light)
1 November 1966 through 30 November 1966,

TO: Coumnending Officer
A35th .lvlatlon Company (Airmobile Light)
173rd lirborns Brigads (Sepcrote)
iP0 96250 San Francisco, Colifornia

I. ORGLNIZ.TION LND D”SIGN.TION:
(L) irlift Pletoons: COWBOYS - 20 UN-1D "Slicks®

lst jirlift pPlatoon — Remrods
2nd rirlift Platoon — hstangs

(B) ‘rmed Hslicopter Platoon : Falcona - 8 UH-1B ", rmed Helicoptérs)
(C) 173ra iviation Platoon: Cnspers
2 UH-1D Cemmznd & Control
1 UH-1B Command & Centrol
1l UH.1B %12 O'Clock High® 4D ~ystem
6 0H-135 M"HOT STUFF® fero Scouts
(D) Mointenancs:
1l Ui=-1B . Horssthief
II. JPER/TIONS:

(i) The month of November begnn ns the longed for dry season seems
never to bs coming. Rein, thunder storme 'and poor visibility continued
to be o nuksance, but the 335th continues to support tho SkY SOLDIERS on
Operrtion Uniontown, 3 UR-1D's and 2 OH-13!'s continue support ¢t Do Mang.

it 1030 hrs n LFT was serrmblad to provida the 120th .viation Company
with fire support in the Ssigon srea.

5 UH-1D!s and e Light Fire Team move 145 US troops in three (3)
combat ossaults.,

(B) 4t 0945 on the 2nd of Novambar, 7 UH-1D with a LFT conduct 7
combet esseults in ths Beer Cet area. In support of the 4/25 Infantry,
306 /merican troops ere lifted into the landing zones in thes Bsar Cat
araz of operetion,
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(C) From 0730 to 1800 on the 3rd of November, 7 UH-1D's, o LFT and a
UHelB Co.mand and Control ship from the CLSPERS conducted.1? combet assiults
for 453 troops of the 4/25 Infamtry. The troops are rasuppli=d by 8.9 tons
of cergo by the COVBCYS,

(D) .t 0800 hrs on the 4th of November, four (4) UH-1D's conduct
combot assault training with t+~e .TVN, Training was extended to 480 Vi-stn-
amese during 16 proctics assaults,

&% 0800 hrs, Mnj Johnson decorated ton (10) wembsrs of his comnand
in coremony, Othar individusls wore due awords, but were flying - thay
will be dscorosted et o lrter dote,

' it 1030 hrs on» (1) COWEOY conducted a Psy Wer lsaflot drop in
support of Prigade S-5.

it 1630 hrs five (5) UH-1D's covered by o LFT in 3 C.'s placed
90 parstroopers into smbush sitoes,

(B) 300 troopes of the 3d Brigade, 4th Infantry Division were deplo-
yed by the COWBOYS in 10 C!'s on 5 Movembsr 1966. Jjt 1600 hrs, the 90 troops
of ambus patrol weres sxpracted from local T/OR after twemty-four hrs of
negative contact, (lso at 1600 hrs 4 UH-1D's in 3 lifts placad 54 paratr-
onpers  of ths 1/503 in the T/OR. [t dusk four (4) UH-1D's and o LFT
Int'iltreted two (2) Long Rongs Wecomnaissnonce Potrols imto the loerl T/OR.

(F) .t 1700 hrs on the 6th of November, one of the LRRP working just

Test of ths T/OR plaec2d s coll for an emsrgency sxtraction to sxerp-.a
Viet Cong trnp that had surrounsd them, Three UH-1D's and a LFT scrambled
to eld th- LRRP and found the prtrol in an area #hat did not offer a suit-

able Lz, Ths thra= Ui-1D's employed the emsrgency ropz rescuo system,
lowering ropes 120 to the junglz floor ond 1ifting ths petrol member cleer
of the Jungle, There wers no injuriss and no aircroft domoged es thas six
nen patrol wrs svreuoted to the safety of the Bizn Hen Gompound,

(G) 0700 hrs, 7 Novamber 1966: Five (5) UH-1D's and a LFT supported
the 3/4th Division at Boar Cot 1lifting 260 imerican troops. 4t 1000, two
(2) UielD's ond o LFT sxtracted 57 ambush patrol nombers from sitos in the
T 4O,

(H) it 0730 on & Novembor six (6) COWROYS and o FALCON LFT arrived
at Bear Cct to support 3/4 Infantry Division. Twelve (12) sssrults were
were conductad ag 455 troops were moved; resupply was conductad at conclusion
of the 1ift, In the TAOR, three (3) LRRP tcoms were extracted ot the
eonciusi~n »f thoir nissi-n, Oporation Moridian wes initieted by 2/503 todey.

(I) 9 Fovembsr was devotod to Tegle flights ss 8 UHw1D's and a LFT
support~d the 1/503 Infontry
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(J) 10 Novsuber 1966: Operction Meridicn in the Tay Nish.- Dau Tieng
— Minh Thanh area North of Seigon nesr the Canbodisn boarder has the COWBOYS
FILCONS,end C£SPTRS working hord,  Supplensnbed by 2 UH-1D's from the
145th fviotion Brttalion from Flen Hos, 700 ASVN and 180 US trocps are
1lifted in the area of Operection Msr=dinn,

(K) On 11 November, ell compeny nirer:ft err working ot the inh Thanh
Speciol Forees Compound in support of Opsration ierddian, With the 2 UH-1D's
from the 145th, the CO'/BOYS conducted six (6) asseults to deploy 460 Ameri-
cen troops,

(L) On 12 November, 4 UH-1D's in the ¥inh Thanh srea reposition 50 US
trocps. The coumpeny is now reguloted to strnd-by stotus at Minh Thanh
through th» 13th. Tveryones 1s squiraing for aetion rs faericen units to the
West of Minh Thenh ars killing V0 et = phencminel rote., £11 335th Zotion
1s linit2d to the Falcons mrking reconnanissenc~ flight into thz araa of
Opercstion,

() 14 November 1966 finds Opsraticn Merddirn renrmad Operition
{ttleboro; rs 1t bscomes eleer thet this QOparation is ropidly becouing ths
biggast oper:tion to dsts in the Vietdan “jar. On th:s dey the COWREOYS zhd
F/LCONS tronsperted 486 msriern and Vistnomese troops to secreh for the
aneuy,

(¥) Early in the norning on the 15 of November, a foke nsceult of two
1lifts follow the TAC Alr imto on L7 North of inh Thenh, The felgn Is a
bloek to contaln the VC in an arsa wer: he ern be dastrecyad. Mo firs ree-
1cvad, But chalk 4 tri-s to chop down a tree with his awaln rotor — sglight
blade damcgs, and the trss is still standlng, Loter in the morning two (2)
agseults recievs fire going into an LZ — negitive hits,

(c) 16, 17, &8 Novenbor 196 again find tha compony on stand by at
Minh Theph., Over thres period only 239 US nnd ZRVN troops are 1lifted,

(P) On the 19 November, tho COWECYS in s~ven (7) ass-ults moved 384
US and /°VN troops in support of Operction Lttlsboro. 2t 0830 hrs the
CiPERY emrloyed Yay Werfars rgoinst Viet Cong in the Minh Thanh arsa.
£ Ufiel wizma the MID systen sboord delivered a eorgo of death deoling 8Lim
mort~r rcuuds on on srea suspected to horbor sneuy alements.

() The 20%h Novsmber 1946 eoneludad the 173rd firborne Brigrd~s pert-
leipcticn in Operatlon /ttletowo., The Brigeds moved froa Minh Thenh to
- Tho FiLC0HS flew over head cover, and ths GOWBOYS and
CLSPENT provided raeedy reacetion and C & C .

(M) 2% L4DC on the 2lst of Novembar, three (3) ssscults lifted 144
perctrocpers of the 1,503 into an L7 ot T/OR., 2t 1700 hrs the Brigade
ivigtlon CL¥7 sew alerted the compeny the 34 Brigads of the 4th Infantry
Division wae heavily ongsged with anemy chanonts in ths Rung Set Spoeial
Zone Southerst of Scigon, Flve UH-1D's serambled to the aid of the unit
werking from Yha Bhe Neval Prss on ths %Song Dong Nei River, The COWBOYS
brecking a eardinal rule by working without the FALCONS, oll UP-1BE's were
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down fer meintenance, moved 78 trocps into rsinforesd positions in thres
(3) asspults, ¢ gun tesn fron tho 145th /viction Prttolion coversd the
CCUBOYS, liajor Johmsoun flying. leed drew fire and his ship, 884, took a

hit in the 12ft underside. Tha roumd stopped agzinst the armor plate on
which SP/5 Dovis Trice wes sitting, Mrjor Johnson flaw 884 safetly beek to
Blen Hoz, but Trice wns visibly shak=n =s h= had only a faw deys to couple-

etion of his Vistnam tour. The COWROYS flight returnsd to corral at
2200 hours,

(S) on 22 Noveaber 1966, three (3) UH-1D's and a LFT support 3/4th
Infantry Divisions as 126 US troops end a large quanity of suplies wers .
novad,

(T) 23 Foveuber 1966 was spent on LRRP stand-by, with seversl recons
for Operation 'aco being conducted. THe COWROYS ~ CASPTR slaments support—
ing ths 4/503 at Do Neng wes slerted for roturn to Bien Hoa,

(U) 24 November 1966: The F/LOONS conducted morning ani svening rec-ns
in the Prigade T2ZOR. One LRRP tecom in the T/OR was extrected without
incident,

(V) ./t 0800 hrs on the 25 Movenber, eight (8) UH-1D's ond a LFT nede
five (5) asscults into the Li's in the Oparetion ‘eco area, north of Highway
#1 betwoan Blen Hon end Xuan loe. Jt 1800 hours two LRRP teems were =nplaced
south of Bear Gzt., ™neuy fire wos raclevsd, but there wer~ no casulties or
aireraft demags. Two (2) 0iH~13's returned by ir Force (=130 from Dr Nang.

(7) 2% Novembor was devoted in support of the 1/503 in Operation Waco .
and 4/50% % Da Mong,

(X) On 27 November normal support of “iecc and LRRP was werfornsd.
Treining was conducted by nll flyable ships not committed to operntional
lssions, (MOTE: Ses Item IV Treining)

(Y) 7t 0800 hrs on the 28 November the company 1ifted 262 LRVN and US
troops in support of Operstion Woco. Ths landing zone baing utizied was
e roughly cultiveted f1-11 with stumps and rocks. !s the 1ift npprosched
rotor wesh stirr-d up dense elouds of dust and COWROY 614, caught in the
tarbulence, ran out of powsr causing loss of directionsl conmtrol. The ship
turned to the right approxinetly 2?0@, gtruck a stunp shzsring pert of one
teil rotor blede, The pilot cut the powsr and 614 romained upright., The
tail rotor was repoired on ths spot by HORSETHIZFand flowen beek to Blen
Hoe. Major fraue desege from the accidemt sent the ship to Depob Mointena-
nee for ovarhaul,

[t 1100 nrs two (2) LRRP terms were extrceted from the Waco area
without incidsnt,

(%) The closing days of MNovember were spent in support of Qparation

Uniontown in the Brigede T/OR, Opcorotion Waco east of Blen Hoa and the
4/503 et Da Nrng.
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ITI. MONTHLY ST/TISTICS:

0H-13  UH-1B(4}  Ui-1lB  UH-1D TOT 4L
SORT I7S 31 1086 540 5216 7476
Houms 206 475 171 1297 2149
PiX 11464
C/RGO (Tons) | 243
LIRCRAFT HITS 2

IV, TRLINIKG:

The training high-lights for November was the on-ths-job type of train-
ing coniueted os the COWBOYS and FALCONS supported the 3rd Brigslde of the
4th Infantry Division, Ths Unit, just arrived in country, wes conducting
operctions to th» Southwest of Bear Cat es they prapared themselvss for
the Adsmending snviroment of the wer in Vietnan., The 335th, providaq
ceadsaie introduetion to helieopter opsr-tions and utilizstion and than
proviiled the 3rd Brigede with the cnphbllity of condueting sirmobils

operations, resupplying by sireraft anmd using srued helicopters in support
of .round operctions

Training with ths L°RP's was conducted proviling refresher training for
clreraft erews and for petrol members, Finnlly, norual troining of new
Piiots onl stonderdization treining for veteran pilots continued as o lorge
Mub~r of hours were logged in extensive cross-country training., Ths COWBOYS
ranged to Phan Thist, Can Tho, and Wang Teu logging training tiue,

V. LHERTS ZND URCORATICONS:

L eerencny was held at 0800 hre on 4 Hovember 1966 in the company areo
as ¥aJ Johnson daccrcted ten members of the unit, ‘

NIE - RLNK AWLR
KUHBL/NK, Richarl ¢, Captain Distinguish=4 Flying Cross
2.B.RSKY, Fraderick G. Captain Distinguished Flying Cross

r ¥pdel /ryn
Bronz Star
S.FDE:S, Gary G, WOl Distinguishe! Flying Cross
RiMMIRGREN, Lonnis L. Coptaln Lir Yedal w/tyn
Bronzo Ster
ViNCE, John D, 1/Lt [roy Comvaendation y/nyn
LOVGREN, Paul W, Captain Besie Zir Medrl
PiYNw, Melvin L, SGT Basie [ir Medal
ELNCOCK, Willlam .. PFC Basic Air Medel
LUC.S, Dolbert G. sp/5 Purple Hsart
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SUBJECT:

TO:

I.

335TH AVIATION COMFAINT (LIF4OBIIE LIGHT)
LPO 96250 San Franeisco, California

1 Jamuary 1967

Honthly History of the 335th [viation Company (iimiobile Iight)
1 December 1966 through 31 Dccember 1966

Comntanding Officer
335th iviation Cempany (Lirmobile Light)
4FO San Francisco 96250

ORG/LNIZ.LTION /ND DESIGNLTION:

(L)

(E)

(c)

(D)

(E)
(F)

Aiirlift Platoons: COWBOYIS

20 UH-1D "slicks"

1st Lirlift Flatoon ~-- RLGRODS
2nd Lirlift Platoon -~ MUSTLNGS

lrmcd Helicopter Flatoon: FLILCGLS

8 Ui-1B Lrmed Helicopters"

173d Ai¥iation Fletoon: CLSPERS

2 UE-1D Command & Control, 1 UH-1E Camand & Control
1 UH-1B "12 @' Clock High" M.LD Systcm

6 CH~-13S HOT STUFF . "™iero Scouts®

ibintenance 166th Transportation Detachment
1 Uk~1D == HORSETHIREF

25th Mcdicel Detachment

23lth Signal Detechment

II, OFERLTICES:

(i) Decamber bogan with the COWBOIS,

LLCONS and CLSEERS providing the

173d ldrbornc Brigade (Separste) with fxmy fvietion support on Opcration
Uniontown and Waco II. Threo (3) UH-1D's continucd to support the Brigade's

Lth Battalion, 503rd Infantry opcration out of Da Nang in the I Corps arca.

Everyonc fcols that the month of Decamber will be a slow flying nionth

with very little cncay ections Howcver, thesc optimistic predictions will
by New Ycar's have proved vory inaccuratc.

(B) it 0700 hcurs on 2 Deccmber, a messcge from the cloment at Da Nang
rcported that COWBOY 902, a UE~-1D, supporting the L/503d sustaincd extensive




combat damege when 2 booby trap was detonated against it, WO Ted He Binghap.

and WO Basil D, Froaman werc resupplying an cloment in a sccurc landing zoncs.,

LA the ship camc to a hover on a rough PSP hclipad, & scrap of paper on the
pad was swirlod up through the air by thc rotor turbulencc. This papor was
attached to a wirc that prlled the pin on & fregientation grenade. The rosult-
ing explosion damaged the skids, fusclage and rotor blados. The pilots,
althrough badly shaken, got thc ship on thc ground safoly. Onc passenger had
shrapncl in his leg, and the gunncr, Sp/L Mark Scabury, had minor wounds in
ono leg. Investigation revcaled that ono of the Vietnamese boys playing necor
the lending zone had been trained and pald by the Viet Cong to set the booby
trap. '

This incident was a costly reminder that the Vict Cong are detcmined to
destroy aireraft and are extremely crafty and skillful in their methods. The
Landing arca had becn checked by the infantry for mines and traps, but the
netal in the PSP disguised the grenade from mine detectors and the human eye
was decceived by the ingenlous camouflage and innoccnt firing method.

Lt 0800, 10 UH-1D's and a light firc tcam 1ifted 260 ARVN and US troops
to Blen Hoz in termination of Operation Weco IT. Additional support for the
move was provided by 10 UH-1D's and fire tcams from the WARRICRS, an airmobile
campany based 2t Soc Trang as a mombcr of the 13th "Delta" Lwiation Battalions

(C) &t 0800 on 3 Docamber, an awards cercmony was held in the Campany
arca. Major Johnson dccorated 19 officcrs and 23 cnlistcd men (NOTE: Itam V).
Six UH~1D's and a light firc tecam workcd put of Saigon transporting a 59 nan
security forec rcedy to react to any troublc connceted with a spcech being
madc in Saigon by South Victnamcse Pramicr Nguyun Cao Ky. No trouble was
encountepad,

Two UH~1D's rcturncd to Bicn Hoa aftcr supporting the 1,/503d at Da Nopg.

(D)} Decenber Lith and 5th were spent in support of the 173d iirborne
Brigadc on Operation Uniontown. On 5 Deeanber, five UH-1D's supportcd FFVII
in the III Corps arca. . ‘

(E) 4t 1400 hours on 6 Docenber, a FALCON Iight Firc Team fleow convoy
cover as the Lf503d moved from Bien Hoa to Position Lark (¥S 173868) on High-
way 15 South of Bicn Hoa. THis move opened the Bpigade'!s Operation Canary/
Duck, a road runncr spcration designed to sccurc the highway fpom Vung Tou
to Bion Hoa for new combat units arriving in Victname = - ?

" (F) 4t 0800 on 7 Deeamber, 10 UH~-1D's and a LFT moved 162 paratroopers
into positions around Lark. 4t 1600 hours, 3 UH-lD and a LFT infiltrated
two (2) LRRP tcams into landing zones in the Canary/Duck area. 411 othor
missions on 7 and 8 Docanber were in support of Brigade Opcration's Union-
town and Canary/Duck, : T

(G) On 9 Docanber nomal support was flown with 62 troops rcpositioned
in the Canary/Duck area. One (1) UH-1D supported Ficld Forccs VIIL.
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(H) On 10 Decomber, 140 paratroopers woro lifted in 3 assaults in the
Canary/Duck arons At 0800, Msjor Johnson decoratcd fomrtoon members.of tho
Canpany. 98 troops worce ropositioned in 3 CL's on 11 Docabers,

(I} Ten (10) UH-ID's and a firc tcem conducted four (L) assaults fram
Bcar Cat to Position Lark, moving 269 paratroopers. On one landing at Lark
COWBCY 67h lost power on approach, turhcd 90° o tho right, slammod into
tho road and struck his fast moving main rotor bladcs into the spinning tail
rotor of COWBOY 557. Damage was sustained by both ships, but a'little grocn
tape in the right places and a change of tail rotors made them safo for
maintonance flights to Bien Hoa. 4t approximatcly 1500 hours, a FALCON Light
Fire Team tosting weapon systoms over War Zonc D" roccived a call fran an.
kir Forco FLC who had spotted men in black pajamas fleeing into & wood ling..
The firc tosm scrambled to the spot and put rockcts and machineguns on the
targct with unknown results.

(J) At 0930 on 13 December, UH-1D 738 was hit in the tail boan by &mall
arms fire while involved in a rcpesitioning of troops in the Canary/Duck arcad

(K) Decamber lhith ond 15th were normal support days. However, on the
night of the 15th, 2 UH-1D's and a LFT conducted a night observation mission
over the Rung Sat Spoeial Zone to the Southlwcst of the Canary/Duck arca.
Sampans had becn operasting on the watcrways at night, and with #ho aid of
artillery and PUFF THE MAGIC DREGON thar:ugh. surveillance of the area was
conducted. The results were not spoctacular, the VC would not venture fron
hiding with the blood thirsty FALCONS prowling overhead. :

(L) 4t 1300 hours on 16 Dccomber, the FLLCON 87 fire team was scrambled
to support a platoon of E Troop, 17th Cavalry in contact with the Viet Cong
at Coordinates YS 305863. The fire team put in rocket and machinegun strikcs,
The [ir Férec' fichters hit the arca, then 12 0'Clock High brought smokc on the
VC. DUSTAFF 10l canc in to medevac the wounded. FALCON 87 covered as 104 did
an outstanding job with a hoist and jungle penetrator. Contact apparently brokcn,
FLLCON 87 went to Iark to refucl as DUSTOFF hcaded to the 934 Evac hospitzl at
Long Binh., TONTO II, an Aly Force FAC, called that the Cavalry was in conteeh
again and hod morc wounded. The Cavalry wes now reinforced as six (6) UH~LDts+
rushcd 36 Horse Soldicrs into an LZ 200 metors South of the embattled force.
DUSTCFF 10L cairc back on station and pulled threc morc wounded to safctys-10L
put on an outstonding cxhibition of flying skill as hc hovered at tho top of
the jungle hoisting the wounded to safcty. His skill was a tribute to Lmy
Iviation and an cxample of the irmeasurable aid these pilots provide to the
imerdcan fighting man. The 335th fviation Caupeny (Limsbile Ii ht) tips its
hat to DUSTOFF 10k of tho 25Lth Modical Detachment, (Holicoptor jmbulance) Long
Binh, Republic of Victnamn.

The harrasscd platoon of E/17th Cavalry finally was extractcd from the
battle as the COWBCYS pulled them from a rough jungle landing zones

(M) L11 missions on 17 and 18 Decamber wore in nomal support of the

Brigade on Operctions Canary/Duck and Uniontown, 10 UH-1D's lifted L20
troops in seven (7) assaults. :
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(N) ©¥arly en the mornin; of 19 December 1966, five UH-1D's from the RAMRODS
with a FALCUN Li ht Fire Team besrn en icro Nifie probler with /17 Cavalry.
The RARRODS worked in the oden, wet mersh land vst of Dear Cet along the
Dong Nai River. Placing trooos into pusitions and rcinforedny  when contact.
wes made, several Vict long were killed or captured, COWBOY 849 landed to

+ plck up a prisoner and an sutomatic weepon ooened up from a concesled Josition.

gt Coley L. Andrews, 849's coor gunncr, mortelly wounded br the fire
was rushed to the 93d kedicel Lvacustion Hospitzl where he died several
hours later. The aircreit hed extensive damage to the fuel systom.

CASCTR €11, a UH-1D C&C ship, later in the day landed neer th spot 849
hed been hit, Surprisei! the Viet Cong shot him too, slight demege and no
injurics.

333 troops of the 4/5C3d were cxtrected in the sfternoor. b~ +en CINBOYS
with FALCU. cover. Viet Cong werc in the srce, but therc wes negative fire,
As the fin:l extreciion was made the infentry fired Cla™mote minecs on four
sides of the PZ toward the wood linc.

(0) On 20 December at 0£CC hours, scven (7) UE~1D's repositioned 143
paretroon-rs in suplort of Oserstion Uniontoim.

(P) At 0800 on 21 Dccember 1966, the 335th Aviation Compeny (Airmobile -
Light) opuned the Sattle of Stump, o cempeign thet ves to enteil tvo sssenlts
and two extractions from the seme Iending “one, The landing zonc wrs en
opening in dens¢ jungle South of Besr Cot at Y! 308 857. The area wes
approxiratcly the size of 2 football field with 200 foot trees surrourding
it; inside this hole, trecs of various l.cights vere scattercd about end a
thick carpst of underground covered fallen trees, stumps, ditchrs end Hits,
Rinning fror lorth to South in the 14 wms o belt of trees end brush 10

‘meters wide thaet cut the LU in helf, This L7 had been uscd by three COWBLYS

in an cmergency sxiraction of two elements of E/17th Cevalry on 1€ Dicember

1966,

The CJ.BOYS, using ten ships in two flights of five ships each, stormed
inte "STUMP" at OL00 hours with paratrooners of Lth Battalion, 503rd Infantrw.
Alphe flight clesred the LZ undor tre loedershin of COBOY 6, kajor Ernest
H. Johnson. Brave Flight, led by Cowboy 5, Major Henr— J, Victor, hit the
LZ and the troops were leeping of{ from five to ten fect hovers. /s Bravo
flight lifted off, the redio creckled "lead this is trail, we just lost
our tril rotor ocnd gear box.!" HORSETHILF roarec in from his cagle cre o0sit-~
ion sbove the flight, and the battle was under wey. The COWVBOYS nourcd troops
onto the LZ to secure the aircreft under repair, and the Vict Cong, coming
alive around the LY spraved automatic weepon and small arms fire uo throuch
the Jungle at the CO BOYS end FALCONZ, The gunshins rolled in on firing
passcs &5 the slicks marked vith smoke ond supressed. The Air Foree sent
in fightcrs to strike the enemy positions, and ertillery hemmered the eoorocch
and depsrture paths from the landing zonc. However, the VC proved to be
extreriely tenacious as esch 1lift received fire, UH-1D 910, commandced by
WOW1 Redney G. Heckerman, took seven (7) hits. Ome round exnloded o smoke
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grenade in the gunnir's comoartmont, buring Pfc¢ Thomas A.Sencheg's eves
and burning Mr. Hiuckerman on the crm.

At the first fucling stop, l.ejor Vietor with scverel hits and sufforing
violent in-flight vibretions shut dovm 701, j mped into 474 and continued
to lead his flight, Finelly, sfter eleven 1ifts the re wepo 5€3 perstrooners
in Stump looking for Cherlic, and 799 had been rpeired to the point of being
safe to fly to Biecn Hoa,

(Q) in QH-138, CASPIR 119, floim by 0 Bill Rrvnolds reccived two (=)
hits in the vieinity of L7 Stump while marking enemy structures for ground
troeovs., Mr. Reynolds made 2 precautionary lending at position Tark. A
Chinook was called in, and 419 wes sling losded to Bien Hor for repairs,

(R) on 23 December 19€6, the COYBOYS began the day with 10 UE--1D's and
two Liyht Fire Teems lifting 772 troons of the 1/503 Infentry and the 199th
Infantry Brigade into LZ's South of Bien Hoa. At noon the COWBSYS returned
to the “Corral" for a bricfing end change of some aircraft commanders,

At apwroximetcly 130C, 10 UB~'D and 4 UP-1R's dewarted Bien For for
Pick up zone Stump (¥S 308857). Thc 4th Battalion, 503rd Infentrv wes opere-
ting in the arce of Stump and wes to be uxtracted to Bien Hoe prior to nirht
fell in order to be out of snmy contact drior to the heginning of the
Christmes Truce at @700 2! Yecrrber. The Mecl up zone s entrred five (5)
ships at a time, and becsuse of the exiremcly high barricprs on 211 four sides
of the P, limited fuel lozds and fiv: (5) troons 3rr aireraft -wer: scheduled,
Two extrections by cach flight were accomdlished before any fire vas received,
Un the third approach Alphs Flight bepzn receiving intense automstic HICEDONS
fire. Flight routes, spprozches and departures, wore altcred CVLTY Dossibie
w2y to avoid the intunse grourd fire, by Lhajor Johnson in COWBGY lead, Shut-
ting down for fucl after elght lifts from STULP, Cantain Tucker and 'O Danitg
found 2 50 caliber hole in one blede of the maln rotor. Caste=in liood and
1/1t Steed found fuel dreining from 2 wound in the belly of their aircreft
and a buliet hole in thc fuselage behind It Stoed's heed, Both crews made
cuick repairs and were ready for the next lift. On tekc off ¥ajor Cochran
nd 0 Legg lost power and put their ship back on the refueling field. Spl
<aul “‘hite, their Crewchicf, made & repid survey and found the enginc intake
clogged with grass and dirt. After o repid clcaning job, the ship wes back
in the flight,

The afternoon rire ropidly on as 1ift after 1ift brousht the paretroop:-rs

out of the PZ. As the troops in the 4th Battslion ares. dwindlcd, the Vict

Cong, inspite of TAC Air, Arillery end the ermed hclicopters, were closing

into the very cdges of =11 four sidus of the PZ. Fach 1lift into the¢ PZ found the
FALCOHNS pouring tremendous suppressive fire under the CO BOYS, suppressing
several ,50 coliber positions. The F.LCOL. Pilots flew suicide runs on the
positions to draw fire awey from thc vulnerable "slick! aireraft. any of

these pasacs were made with little or no emmunition, one pilot flvine end

one pilot firing pistols out the cockpit windo-:s,




On the last refueling stop, Pic llewscue. accidentlly wra threwn fy-r the
Crewchief seat of his alrcraft at 5 foet. He wa s evacuated to the 93rd
Evac Hospital at Long Binh with a back injury. Lt Stritling, now had only
one door gunnor and was told t> fly his ship to Bien Hoa for repair -- it
was not capable of further flight, It Strikling, however, knowing that if
he left the area the troop helicopters would be hurting for cover, explained
the situation to his crew and then lod his fire team back on station.

Rain was now falling in the arca of the operation, and as the time passed
it beca me obvious that the Viet Cong werc doing their utmost to delay the
extraction so that a amall group of Amoricans would be trapped in tho PZ
overnlght. The ground fire gretr intense with each 1ift, the rain made
visibility poor and the approaches and departurcs to tho obstacle-stpdded
pickih zone_bocanc a horeible mightuinres But the COWBOYS and FALCONS,
following ilajor Johnson to the last man, werc not to be denied the accamplishe
ment of their mission, With sixty (60) paratroopers remaining on "STQMP,
Hajor Johnson asked the COWBOYS if thore was a ship that could not 1ift
six (6) troops on the last lift. Thore was ho reply to his quostion, the
tonse silenco indicating that maximum offort was going to be expended on
this last load, even though sane of the weaker ships with only five troops
had been barcly staggering over the 200 foot trees around tho PZ on previous
liftss 4s tho two flights camec in very close together, tho Viet Cong fires
waoro returned with marked violencce Tho troops on the ground, new forming
a tight porimetar around the small rise the COWBOYS werc using as a piclup
point and placing M=-79 fire behind then, attested to the deadly drama that
was being played out in the jungle PZ. The last COWBOY cleared the trcos
saefoly, and the two flights joined for the trip to Bien Hoa. Hoavy rain
ghowers blocked tho path hame, Major J ohnson, ta ldng to the COWBOYS all the
way, led the flight through a Light spot in the stom. Just out of tho
stom, It Beaslcey and WO Heckerman reported an clectrical fire aboard their
ship. Haking a prccautionary landing in a Cavarly position South of Bicn
Ha, the crow extinguished tho firc and determined that the ship was safc
to £f1y to Eien loa.

At final asscssment, the COWBOIS had transportcd o total of 772 troops
during the relatively quict morning 1lifts and extracted apprormately 700
troops fran PZ Stunps The FALCONS and COWBCIS with tho Adr Force's nine
F=100's and two (2) F=5!s and the artillcry's 105m: and 8 inch weapons
axpendeds twenty (20) 5001b banbs, twelve (12) 7501b baabs (napalm?,
six (6) CBU's, 100 Rockcts, 4,400 rounds of 20 mm a.amnition, 89,000 rounds
of 7462 machincgun amunition, 2,000 rounds of LOrm asmunition, LEO 2.75
rockets, 457 rounds of 105mm amunition, and 8 rounds of 8 inch armwmnition.

(8) At 0700 hours on 2l Deoamber 1966, the L8 hour Christmas truce went
into effcet, Ilalson, loglstical and reconnaissance missions werce flown on
the 2hth with no enany initisted incldents reported,

Christnas Day wa s a quict day as the truco continued with only light
nissions,
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(T) Thc Christiias Truce cnded at 0600 on 26 Deccibor 1966, Six UH=1D!s
ropositioncd 131 paratroopers in support of Cperation Cenary/Ducké .Three
(3) UB~1D's covered by o IFT ifted 30 troops in support of the 1/503d cone
ducting opcrations in the Brigade TLOR.

(U) lomal support of the Brigade wes flown during the day of 27 Decaibere

(V) 4t 1430 hours the HUSTLIG clenent was supporting E/17th Cavalry in
the open rice paddics Vest of Bear Cate UH=1D 567 rccecived sniper fire whilc
unloading troops in o LZ, onc round struck the enpine canbustion scction.
WO John Legg 1ifted off to epproxinately 10 fect, but put his ship on the
ground as the onginc failcde HORSETEIEF caric in to begin recovery work and
a snipcr hit one of the maintenance personncl in the hands L Chinook was
called to the rescuc, and the ship was lifted to Bien Hoa.

4t 1815 hours o LRRP arbraction was called for in an arca to the South-
West of Beor Cate Threc UH-1D's covered by a IFT moved in to noke 2 routine
plck upe L5 2 COWBCY let down to make the oxtraction, Viet Cong dpcned
firc fran positions around the pick up zonce The FALCON B1 fire tcom rollcod
in to supprcss the cnany firc, Ls FLICON 82, flown by CWO Den Norton and
WO Gery Pcyton, broke fran his firing pass a heovy autonatie weapon shot
the engine awoyr and destroyed the cyclic controlse CWO Norton cntcred cuto-
rotation ot trocton levcl znd plunged inte o s»ell, rough clearing, whipping
off 2 pair of rotkets as he crashed throuzh the trecse WO Peyton, 2n the
flex-nachincguns, firced the weepors until the ship finelly canc to roste
w1 crow naibers were alive, but the ercwehief, Sp/L Iuthcr, wes scverly
burncd and ha ¢ to bo helped away fran the wrcelagce SSCGT Kilgorc, thc Se2
acrial obsecrver ckoard the shiz, made two trips into the burning wreckage
to obtcin wtepons for defenscs Vict Cong in thc erca were firing at the
dowrcd crew, but a UH-1D flown by WO Rolph Hicks and WO Willion llonker,
swoopcd aon and snotehed the downed crcw  fram the hands of the Vict Ceng.

The aircre £t was destroycd and totelly consuied by fires The crcu wos
flown to the 93rd Ivoe Hosritel, 211 rcturncd ts duty cxcopt the crcwchict
who wa s sent to the United Statces.

(W) On 29 Docaaber 1966, 300 troops of the 1/503 were liftcd in 5 Cils
in support of Opcreotion Unisutown. Ten (10) UH-1D!'s and 2 LFT's liftcd
5L5 troops of the 2/503 in support of Concry/Duck cnd the Bottle of LZ
USTUIP". The 2/503 was sweoplng the arce around LZ Stuap.

(X) On 30 Decanker ot 1630 hours an assault was nadc on o tax collcction
point South of Beor Cate No resistance we s cneounterced. fftor this 1ift on
LRRF wes cxtrocted, and claucnts of E/l?th were antrocted fraw positions
West of Bemr Cob,. Small urits werce 1oft in nlece as anbush patrols.

{(¥) The voor of 1656 ended quictly os the 173¢ Lirbornc Brigede (Scp-
arcte) contiimed to opercte South of Bear Cebe The COWBOYS, FALCOKS and
CLSPERS contirucd to provide the 173¢ with the fincst Amy Lviation support
avedle®ble in the worlds Poratroopers of the Drigode coptimmed to
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~; » Soarch tho arca around tho notorious position Stwmp. Very little eneny con-

' tact was mado, however, the Vict Cong continue to snipe, booby trap and am-
bush, Pranisc of tho COWBOYS rcturning to LZ Stunp was strong and overy man
expects to oncountor hoavy rosistance.

III. MONTHLY STZTISTICS:

OH-13 UH-1B(4)  UH-1B UH-1D TOTLL
TOTAL SQLTIES: 577 1206 591 5956 8330
HOURS s 259 55k 219 1650 2682
P4X: 12031
CLRGO (tons): | 177
ATRCRAFT HITS : 16

IV. TRATNING

Training during Decamber was rostricted by the extrame operationsl canit-
mertss, Tho month reocorded an cxcepbional nwiber of flylng hours plus nany
hours not logged while LRRP, Eagle Flight and Firc Teans stood by for any
missions the Brigadc might have. Normal standardization and cricntation was
conducted for how pilots arriving in the unite

V. LJWARDS LND DECORATIONS:

(L) Lt 0800 on 3 Docombor 1966, injor Johnson docoratod CWO Danlel S
Norton wibh a Distinguishod Flying Cross for actions in March of 1966. Captan
Paul W. Lovgron was proscnted a Bronze Star for moritorious servico as Llr-
Groft Canmandor of the Brigade Camanding CGencral's UH-1D. Eighty-two (82)

othor officers znd enlisted ncn were preschbod Basic 4dr iledals in tho Conpanys

(B) &t oBoo on 10 Docamber 1966, Hajor Johnson docorated fourtocn (1)
naibers of the Capany. Included was an Alr Modal with "V dovice for herolsm
asontod to 1/Lt Willowghby S. Goin III for his brevery in flying = fully

 amod UH1B out of a parking arca, ab might, whon the Viet Cong had sabotaged
anothor axmiod helicoptor. .

(C) Coloncl Robert C. Shawy acting Brigado Caumandor, decoratod sixty-

four COWDOYS and FALCONS for their action on 23 ecamber 1966 at the Battlo

of "STUMPM, Crcwchicfs and gunnors werc docorated with {emy Caamondation liodals

with "VI dovices and ddreraft Camanders and pilots wore prosontod Alr dodals
with "W dovicos. Hajor Johnson and Captein Wood arc being recauncnded for

the DFC as flight lcaders on thc nission. 1/Lt Stribling is ponding a Silver
Star for cxecpticnal gellantry demonstrated while flying a battloedanaged gun-
ship through heavy cncry firc.

PROVIDING THE 173D AIRBORNE BRIGADE (SEPLRLIE)

WITH THE MOST PROFESSIGNAL AJRMOBILE SUPPCRT
LVAILLBIE ANYWHRRE IN THE WORLD.

65



