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335TH AVIhTION Cafl'/.NY (!,J;RMOBTI.F.-LIGI-IT) 
173RD !drborne Bri;7,ade (Sep?rBte) 

;'.PO 96250 Srn Frrnoisco, C?lifnmi? 

~Ionthly Hist()ry f()r r:;'lmp1ln:r.A, 12nd [evietion 
.lj ;.ugust 1966 thr()1J~h 31 :up:ust 19(,6. 

TO: . qomm:mdin'S 0fficnr 
33 5th .. llVil:l~i "n Conp1\ny (Airrrn bile Light) 
173rd Airbqrne "riftllde (.'lcpIlrete) 
LPO Sen Frrlncisco, Calif()rnia 96250 

1. QperLtions ~ 

1 Septcml)~r 1966 

~. 1 J.ugust 1966, found Co. ;'" $2nd f.viation lJattalinn in Bien '-loa 
after te~ating support of the 173rd idrborne Jirigr.de' s <rorr..tion Aurorr. II 
on 31 July 1 .e;xtcnsivo post-operation aircr.~ft maintonrncc wns in nrocoss, 
and rocovoIjed pa.rts of the company's crashec Cowboy 571 were flown to ClJ.m­
R<"-nh Env f0r inspection to determine c~use of the .fGtal accident of 27 Jusv 
1966. • .. 0 

.~. On 2 August 1966, Company A held em f.we.rds p·nd Docor~ti()ns 
Ceremony 14 the company area. The Cornp<'lny Commander, Hajor Johnson, pin­
ned mtards ion 26 members of the com-k'lny. In tho afternonn tho CO~Tbnys, 
with Falc~1 cover, lifted tronps of 4th R~ttalion, 503rd Infantry, 173rd 
;.irborne Brfillade int') tho 10c2.1 Ti.OR in su')Y)ort of OpClrrtion tTniontown. 
Lr.tcr in t~e rfl.orno'1n nil"ts flow to Vtt'1p, T?u to ferry UH-ID's 90? rnd 
910 to Biarl Poa as replacements for tTfl-lD's 73 5 Bnd 571 destr():red nn Opor­
ation i'.urolk II. 

I 
! 

q. From 3 li.u:;ust 1966 until 9 AU1(ust lQ66, Compeny ,\ c()"tinuecl 
to sUPTJOrt Ithe ErigAde in Opcr~.tion Uniontown "-nd Provided aircrrft rnr 
Lon, Rr.np;e Roconnaisilancc Petrol Trf:.i.'lin1(. Tr"-inino: (If t'1o V1"'" S cr)nsis­
t~d of "radtico in meth00s of infiltT'D.tinr: rnr' oxfiltr~.tj,np: nrtrr)ls in nnn­
nw territo~:v. The new "P,'Imor Snatch",. r~npollin", F\'l0 ro')o lr"lr'or mothr)r'il 
were pract:j.cccl. en the rftornMn of 5 'Ut;ust tho F."lc0ns with 173rr',~vin­
tim Pl'\to~ln put on a fire power domonst,r~.t.ion in "TDr Z"ne D f"r the new unit 
commc·nccrs .within the bri~i'de. 

4. On 10 ;'~ugust, the 173rd :.irborne Brip,ade opener' a sorrch and 
destroy oPGNtion E['st of Xue.n Loc. LabcllinIS tho operfttion, Toledo, tho 
BrigMe HGddQu1Crters moved into positi<'n Ca9tilo e.t the brse of r,ie 'RRy 
/lountain, Jp,th the Cowboys sUDwrtin" from Xue.n Loc airfield • 
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e;. Tho Cowboys on 13 iU";l1st with oloJ'lents of the 145th Avi~,tion 
B<1.ttQlion ~ifted 1/503 aml 1./503 into 1Z Grs'lada in SUCl'lOt of O",orr.tion 
Toledo. :.~ ;'.):)")roxiID<~tely 2000 hours, CClNho~r ouor~tion'3 c.t Xupn-1C1c recei vcd 
a cun thnt! 8 "Dust Off" holicoptor Wei) missing nor.r LZ GrenAde.. CRute.in 
Wayne Davisl, ilnd 1t. Fred Zabersky todc CnTflOOY 671+ nn P. roscue missinn 
through dar:dnes8 ene: J'li'.rdnnl wcr.thor. Tho crcwchief nf tho "l'lust Off" ·''i1'.8 

found end r:escuod 'ld 0lomonts of 2/503 wore 0irGct",rl tn tho crash sUo. 

f;,. On 14 .\u'Ct:.st, the C<'1",h,."r' S lifteel I'll :J~~T unit ;orn", In T,nc tn 
a position iE'st of Cr.stilo in sU))1YJrt. of Operpt;.nn Toleelo. 

~: On 16 . 11gl1St Fi'lc'lll "6, J~',jor Nilli?m ~'l1c:Ohp il, n,r;l".,,: p TTTr_It1 
armed with ,'.' now c'.lomic?l rlisporsinp, tmit made r CS run '1n p I'1c~t.int! qns_ 
pectod to b'l h"rborinp, Inrge VC units, "'he ~'1'WPfl effocti'", Ps Frlcnt! <\6 
toC'k four(~) hits. IMmedi,".tol:v <,fter sprP:vin~, the Fr1c"11s "'true1' th" pr()a 
with their )Dc'chine .guns, rockets 2nd groni'.00s, 

~. In tho lute D.fterno"n of 17 '\Ugust, en 011-135, Ca.sper 419, lost 
power and st,ttled into the trees in a slnl'lll 1Z nee.r position GranP.d,~. The)"e 
were no in,jbz.ies and the D.ircraft was repc'.ired ana. flown to Bien Her. 0n 1 ~ 
,:.ugust. ' 

~. On 20 ;,ugust 1966, Frlcon 86 wr's slightly l'rounded on another 
successful '~' mission. CO~lbO'r 567 wC.s forced down by an cn~ine compp.rtment 
fire ~t pos '~ion ('..c,st~e. SeveNl crewc?iof? ~'l the 1Z quickly extinguished 
tho f:Lro sa! l.l1g tho c.J.I'cr'··ft, ;:'nd preventl.l1r, 1.!1Jury to the crow. 

dl. On 21 '\Ul7,U8t, Np.jor C12rk end r:2.pt~,in Reeves mB.do !en er.lerp,ency 
extraction 'of an LRRP boing chased be tho Viot Congo 'l'here w~s not" suit­
"-ble 1Z 'lVc'~I2.ble, ~'ho "P<l.lmer Sne.tch" wes on",loyod for the :"ir'lt timo bv t.ho 
Cm",boys unctpr combat cnnditi :ms. 

lG. On 22 Luet'st, the Cow],,'''',, l<1ith FrIcon c')vor lifted 360 u.s. 
end 180 ,.m* troops in sU':lport nf Oper"ti"n T')ledo. Tho W.TJ System (J'ortar 
;.arkl Dolirery) dO)'llo"'"d fron a UR-IB nf the 173rd :viati"n Pl~t.n"n 
attc cl:ecl pOi3it.ions in "llf~r Zon8 D" ",hero Viet Conp, elo"1.ents hrd be~n sip,ht0d. 

lr Dnrin'S t.ho mn rnj.'1g 0f ?3 :.u":Ust, the CnT'lD"ny, wnrki.ng wit.h t.he 
145th .',vi,'.tton &tt:cHon, liftco clements 0f tho 173rd i.irhoJ:'1'1o Bril'(~de ~s 
o",cra.tim Toledo turns t" tho .8"1.1thQ·"st. ir. ]JlJ.rsuit of the Viet G"11"'. ,Tust 
past noon t~o C0wboys 1<10"0 1)op,innin.~ rostJ.':l)'liv nf elel"!cnts of the "'rig,ode 
Cowboy 67h !h"rl. ;:·'.n engine fPiluro rncl "rs put.orot.Pt,.,(l bv ~a,..,Min '1'rnv RomrCB 
into "-n o'CJ8P field t~ro milos "louth of Xul'.!1 L0C. Thero \<101:'0 no in.iuries ~1'1.r' 
the :Circrr'.frt wes Ufter.] t" Bien Boe. b1r CH-47. , . 

1Ij' On 24 ;,ugllst 1966, 356 trenp ef the 17<rd :.')11, Boo. WO)"e lift~rl 
in sunDort ,of Tnle0n. Tho Cnwbo'.rs ;'re ~.lorted for nverni,ght, stann-h'r to 
lift Po ree.c~ion forco for the Brigr.de • 

Tolodo. 
nl' On 29 l.ugl'st, a UR-IB received one hit in suunort of Operation 

Tl~ere wore no injuries und onl" incident d!lmr.gc to the aircraft.. 
, 

_. i~ 
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0; The month of .:.ugust closed .lith tho CowlX)1rs continuing to support Operation Toledo in t.he donse jungle ::()uth of Xuan Lao. . 

Sorties 

Hours 

Pax 

i,OH-13 

396 

Cargo (tons) 

:.ircraft Hi 118 7 

2 • Tn;.nNING: 

.!!!:!.':J,.,JillJ. 

431 

398 

309 

187 

.llli::1Q 

3021 

1228 

Total 

4157 

2105 

4355 

2lJ2 

Tlie tr~.ining time this month 1.«'.8 (l0voted to familiprizin,~ the pilots nnd drews of the U1!-lD's with the Long Rnn<;e ReconnRissMce Prtr"l infiltr"tio:l, "-nr'. exfiltration tpcties. Of ton these p'"trols "re plP.cen in 0r removed from 10Ci'tirJYlS ror;uiring rc,ppelling, usc of ropo landers or u.sn of t.ho ilpQJ.nier Snatch." The "Palmer Sn"-tch" is ~n emergency exfiltr,"tion method onere·feed from n helicopter hovcrin" over the 1unp,le. :'. length' of rope is lowered from the helicopter t.o the troops on tho .jungle floor. "'he troops arc hooked onto the rope by a Swiss Scat p,nd a Chest Harness. Tho heli­copter hover~ stra.ight up until the tro(1)S arc clear of the trees, 1'.nd flvs to the ne,',rest secure landing p,rea. .11 the methods were !lI'l1cticod r.nd studied. 

........ -.-..... --.-----.,...-~ 

GIBBOIlS, Bruce H. 
OVERHOLSER, l'lilli8.m H. 
P.ITCH..RD, Donald G. 
TILLEY,. Rosco ·C. 
KOZIOL, Theophil J. 
PLi.TT, Richerd W. 
COCHR.\ll, Bruce S. 
VICTOR, Henry J. 
REEVES, Troy Jr. 
ALBRECHT, RichDrd D. 
BEI.SLEY, Lonnie S. 
11URRl.y, Geor~e W. Jr. 
DCRF, "arold fj. 
RICn:HDSON, Harold' F. 
JONES, Kenneth R. 
KC CORlI!.C II, Gordon 

D.F.C. 
B.S. AC!! "V" 
B.S. BAH 
B.S. 
AH "V" 
MI "V" BAlI 
Bf.M 
BfJi 
BAH 
Bf.1! 
B"J,1 
BtJ! 
B!J{ 
Bt.H 

B'l' 



WO NORTON, Dc.niol S. 
I'to GTOPDrr , Charlos F. ),to 

LIED, CI~'renc" R. 
'~O S IDSRS, r,ury n. 
,~O "l.S!lEY, Ron[lld I,. Tfo err :~E, Robert , 

_ ... 
,SS·SG RmTl~y, J[lmos 
,'3~/5 rnTE, Dr.vis s. 
3 /5 LUc..s, Delbort G. 
31'/5 El'lERICl':, 1'hom[cs J. 
,Sp/5 COCPER, Homer A. 
Sp/5 FEFm:~LL, Fre.nlc V. 
31'/5 ROBEmS, Curtis sr5 g'~YNE, Helvin L. 
3 /5 IJ ~l ':PI-',~~'~N , Richard R. 
S /5 L;JjSOlJ, Larry sr4 NELSOlJ, Q.'try lli. 
S /4 BRECHT, Willial:l C. 
Sf/4 BELL ,Philip G. 
Sf/4 TIPPE'!'T, Jerry W. 

r 
P;,TTERS CN , Richerd G. 

S /If INGLE3, Hichaol J. 
S /4 LlillECIC'.S, Peter T. 
S /Lf NORRLS, Itlclml J. 
P c KEIL, David A. 
P:('c PRICE, Lt.rr~r D. 
Ptc EPSTEIlJ, Lewis D. 
P#c :.!!THONY, Everett 

,: raN:0:LI1~ , f,l~.n J. 
PIKE, John V. 

P c J:.CYS<l! , l'lalter C. 
P c EB!, Benny E. 
Pc f-1'.NO W.'1 , David L. 
P~c FREnCH,' Ray 
S /5 SCI!UIil'Z,: 'Kurt ,E. 
S*/5 SI{',TZER, John R. IvQ Dml,~S , Robert '8. We) GEl') H US~:;Il, :.nthony J. 

4. dalP.llY ;.RE..: 
, 

B.~H 

B."lH l..CI" ltV" 
B/.H 
B'.F 
B~H 
B:,1l P .H. 
)3.'~y 

130'" lJ ~ 

13.'.1' 
]3.'.),1 

B~l! 
'3,'" .- ,.J. 

B',j,; 
B:·~l.;: 

n:.F 
13.'" .' '.~.' 

B'lE 
B: ~ .. ., 
BAE 
B/' ';~ .,j..'. 

R,E 
B',H 
Elf !,' 

" 
BAl! 
lJ.'.H 
B/ .. l': 
Bt~H 
B"l' 
!lM, 
?.:'llo:' 
Bi .. 
; ... I, 

tt~~: 
!,:\H ! .. CH 
B~"':' . ,-!., 

f,CI! 
l~CJ:·f 
p.rI. 
1~ " 1 •• '_. 

qonstruction cnd benutificati0n 'It'ojects continued in the: Compau,y arm.'.. Tho O~ficors, Ul'.dor the close. supervision of 1~8.jor Victor, put the finishing tOl1chtlS on a Cowboy-F2.lcon-Cusper Lounge joining th13 p"tios of tho DOO. Th~ lounge will huve p. bar, TV, 2 hand pnil1ted helicopter ~.eri2.1 comb:;t mur1'.1. !designed by l/Lt. Joln1 Hoza and 0. Conpo~.ny Orficers DEROO sns.p­shot sequence,. 

~he i.U-',nerican club h"d its grand ol'Jening "·nd is serving Enlisted Hon ~dth ? 1:>2.1', Lotm~o '1nd dey r00m. The club building alBO hous.)s a br,r1:jor shop (.'.nd " laundry which sorves the entire Conp!',ny. 

~/ 

,------,_ .. _-_._-------' ---' 



5. :CIVIL I",FFLIRS ~ 
· , 

,~.. On 19 :'.ugust 1966 Comp"-ny A, "2nd .. viC\tinr. P,·'tt"Hon, l~or'dng 
hand in hnnC\ NUh "ho 3'1th ',rtE' ory Tic':.t.clion, .'Jl1!N, CotlD1et'Jd' constructinn 
of a throo 9Iassr()~ sehonl in Due Tu 1)ist.:dct nf Ngu Phuc ,reF., 'Renublic 
of Vietnam. The sche"1, now hob,; usn(' T·W tho Victnp.nese "lcnnlc, H"S 

com;J1cted Ul-jdor diroetirn nf First Lieutenants GuiHot and Zr.b,"rs'~r vlith 
m"'ny hours df hard, voluntC\ry wovlc 11]r the '·1on nf the C'11"p<'.ny. . 

.The Vietn2.mese orphanage directly ~ crnss the stroot frn!'l the 
school projeict in Duc Tu w:'.s tre~ltccl. to ,". 'Xo.rty 1".r thc C0wboys. . Fond 'Yld 
drinks wore !provided for the children ~nd stUff of the orphan"-ge. Hnjor 
Johnson, Co$tander of the Cowboys, with lfajor Victor e.nd I/I,t. Znb?rsky 
attended thel big 'X~rty to represent the Company and re'Xlrted th:'t the 
party wns a :tremendous success. 

Irhe 25th Hedical Detatchment of Company;. continued I:EDC;,~r 
operv.tions ip Duc 'l'u District. In conjuctinn vlith tho medic:'.1 worTc, 8rtiele8 
of food, milk c.nd clothing wore distributed to needy Vietnamese lJOop1e. 

--.. ----.--.-----.. --------r--.---.-------------.-----.----.----------------.-----.---... -----



IITC:>'110TI.Y OF 
335TH AVL.TIaI COII'··!'!Y (:.rmm:lILE LIGHT) 

173rd :.it-borno Brig~.dc· (.Se;ycrt.tc) 
:'PO 96250 SM Pr!'.ncisco, CC.lifor'liD. 

1 Scptcnbcr 1966· throuc;h 30 Scptonher 1966 

Prc~.rGd By 
liLt '}EOtlGE loT. 1!lm."l.W 

Lpnroved By 
ERHEST H. Jom-nar 
If,e .. j or Infnntry 
COMm1lnding 

Hecdquc.rtcrs 
173rd flit-borne Brigade' (Sepnrato) 

;,1'0 96250 San Prnncisco, California 

.Jj 
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335'rH !, VI. 'i'IQ' co: 1'..NY ("J'IT_LT) 
173rd Airborno BrigC:de (Sop!U'cto) 

,.PO 96250 Sc:n Fr~ncisco, C::.1iforni~. 

TO: Co=~nd:lng Officer 
335th ;,Vi.:.tion Conp.''.ny (i.m-Lt) 
173rd A:\,rborne Brigc.dc (Sepr.rD.to) 
[,PO 96250 San francisco, California 

I. OPERTHljS : 

1 October 1966 

.:c. Tho 335th f.vi?tiOl1 COnl"1.ny (J.r,l-Lt) continued to support into Sep.. tembor the 1 $rd :.irborno Brig-1de (Sopp.rntc) on a so~.rch ~n" destro;r nnori'.­"ion 1('.001101 To10d9 hoing conducted. l1er.r Xur.n Loc, Ropublic of Vietnc.n. ~ight Cowboys: with 1"-"lc(')l1 sU"lport, flew fnur conlo:'t ~"'lr·ults .cs the P;crl'.­troo!"" so·.rc*d-out the Viot Congo 

b. The second "f September found tho Cowboys ,~nd FIl.1cons 1ath olen.onts of "ho 1h5th !"vi£!tiC'ln B'ctt.r·lion 1ift.ing 351~ t.room "f tho Bril',i'de in 11 massive holibbrne 1lsss:ult. Cowboy 902 loader! with troo"ls 1nst "l"wor on d.eprrture frojn L2 IVll.shington 1lnd wo·s .:cutorot£!ted. ]J.o.mago wns suffered to thG tr.il bonml and tail rotor. 902 1'las evncuc.tod to Bien Ho'l by CTT-47. 

c. The Chwboys, Ff'.lcons, D.nd C.'C.spors frnm 3 through' 6 Soptemb'Jr sUp'­ported the 17$rd Airborne with resupply, courier service, reconn.:ciss'~.nce, COl!U'llcnd c·ne! 11i.Dison ,'nd t'.ori,:l fire sunpOrt. I 
1_ •• 

d • . The '7\;h of 3eptombcr m[trked the torr·Un".tion of Operntion Toledo :'.s the 335t.h led' three .'irmobile com~nies in lifting the D2.rc.trorners frC1l'l tho o-lCrntion$ ,~.r0a into tho "'3n"'.(e Pita at Bien Hocc. 

e. Et'.r1Yi l'Ior:1ing tho .'3th of Se';ltenhor found the 'Jowbo:rs ?n" F2.lcons wing inn; iVcstwhd to sup]'lOrt the 1st Infr.ntry Divisinn i;1 tho Phu Loi -­Lui Illio' 2.rec. 'I 216 Llerabors of "tho Dig Red <he" l'I0re Ec~lc FliE',htcc'. int0 
I' rough, brus~ 12,ndinrc zone. Tho proud Cowb,,!'9 sh~.med 1st Infe.ntry 1.ir:10 bile Comp<".nios l~ith thoir tir,ht, oX,f'.ct f0rnl'ti on flying el1C' the de2,dly Fp.lcon$ put on I\n in;:>ressive denmst.rp.tion of eeri"l fire supnort. 

f. Operahon Uniontown undorwa;)" in tho 173rd loc~1 TAOR WP.s snpoortod on 9 Septellbc* b}' tho 335th. Vietn"nese H~tionp.1 Elections ~.re appr0l'.chin'( cnd t'lortness ,is the word, for "11 "lliod int611.il!once sources o:lC)ect mgxi­mum Viot ConI', interforence with tho elections. 

,----_. __ . __ . --- ----------------.-.-.--.------.'~ 



Subjcct: N6nthly fT5.story for 335th Avn Co (!~1'L) 1 Oct <"her 1966 

g. 
335th. 
rations 

'l'hc',perind of 10 3ept.enbcr throu'(h Ih 3enter~~)or w·os "uiet fnr th3 
The ;b<·.tkliol1s o'Jor ·tJ.ng in the l')c-·.l Tf.OR were provir1!)d hot "11." 
,::nd ,othor supnlies o~.ch 11.orning '-'n0. ovenin,; b" the )l~T-ID's. 

h. On]5 September I+th lJPtt"lion moved lhrth.rest to 8QCur(' ~·n air­
strip ~.t D'-u Tieng for r·n ooore_tim by tho 1st Infr.ntr"· Oivi8i"n. '1'ho 
security onQr('ti,rn w,os lebelled Oper,o.tion 'tl"ntic City, r'nd before t.his 
numbor of t-rdnndod, pullGd an injured 1Jlr~-n from thG jlm,o:les on the end 'lf .0 

rope, took ijhreG bullet hits, c.nd flew a sccrey night emergency resupryly 
of dilmllged I11:dio '')<".rts to the 4th Brttclion. 

i. 3ep~embor 16th c.t 1015 hours mlO Dorf and \-10 Gregg working out of 
D"u Tieng iii: support of the 4/503 received three rounds of light cutomutic 
wee. pons firq lOS thny were on short final to medl'lVac wOlmded :'mericr.ns. 
The hits ruPtured the fuel cells, o.nd by the time Cl'10 D<"rf nursed the 
crip',led 701 into ))c.u Tieng, JP-4 wr.s flowing ~-nlde deo~ through the corgo 
comp.).rtment.! ;'. ·~urv:i.vul 'dt undcr the creYlchief I s seo.t c('.ught one enemy 
rOlmd he1:deq for Sp/5 l\erectith. 701 wns finD-lly rO'J"irod by the "1rinten-once 
crow on "Hor:so Thief" and was flo''Il1 to Bien HoI'.. 

At l'l,o-m the Cot-rboyso-nd F:-lcons lifter,. olenents of the Bri'.'.".o_e 
into :l. lond:i4<"1g zone in the T/,OR. Cowboy 73(; in forn:'.tiol1 ~t tree to'J 
2.1titucl.o exrjerienced rn cn"ine fC_ilure. liO Ron Jones, e_ircrcft cior.li:l1'.ndot', 
:lnd C.c')tail1,John "lood, who "f'S on his first heliborne c.ssfcu.lt in Vietnan, 
m['.de n perfe!ct zero c,irs"loed c.utorotr,tinn into c1enso ,jlll!;lc. There "rore 
no injuries,' but tho jtm"le wes so densc thct 2 l1'.nding t" roscue the 
craw wc.s irnpossib1e. ;'n cPlergency mess2.r;e W·"8 rcl,o.yod to +,he Brir;p.de 
Long R::~ngG Rbconnc.issC'.nco P~ .. trol t/O ll!'cpt.rc their res cue rope lr_rl..r~Gr8 fnr 
usc. 'rhe L$P rospOnded .inst·'.ntly "lith the ontiro lmit, tryin!>,-to cl1r.',b 
~m' ficliccpt(..i"s .to· reDono t.he G(iwl.,,)~r8 f'rr:'C\ the h'"'n(l.s of +.h0 Viet Cnnp;. 
However, thOi. Ll",RP wr.s fine 11y cnnvinced thrt only r. r0j:lC V.d."er '-PS 
needed to ro" cuo the crew. A few nervcus nomonts c.fter rylun,r;ing intI") tho 
jUi'l:;lo, the ,crew scrICmbled up the ro)lO 1r.ctr'<)rs jnto t.ho h')vorinl>, rescue 
helicopter.' Le.ter in tho ,"f'cernonn 738 was ev'''cu"·toc' tl") Dian H'll'. by CH-h7. 

j. jet, onoo on 17 ,'le!>tonbor 1966 an f.we.rds ano: De corrtinns Ceremony 
was held. l;r ,ior Johnson; Connllndor of tho C:owhoys, ('"carat-eel. ten offic"rA 
['.nd enlistec1. men f0r ncts 'Jf VC'l"r 1'.nd periods of meritorious service. 
Tho COrlp::'-ny received notico th[,t the COWb0YS, ns of 1 Sept,mber 1966, are 
redosignc.toc! tho 335th ;;.virtion C<lJllj:l<",ny ('.irmohile-Light). COI'1'1<"-nv!-
will be returned to Us ··,prent C2nd "vir.ti"n B"-tt~lion ~-t Fort 3rr gg, H"rth 
CUrolina. T)u.s return to tho United Sto.tes in volvos only our nC-l'1e, " 
disc. 'Jpointmotlt to every Cowboy. 

k. Tho period of 15 September to 23 Septomber tiCS 0. '1Ori"d 0f trnining 
and oxperinGhtnti'Jn with o. now itom of equirment. Col. Parr,lflter intrnduced 
us to <. syst~Jl:1 de;>loy'Cd 0n tho ro"f nf the jungle by c. UH-ID. T.his 8'"8tO).1 

WOoS l,:'.bollod! t.ho jUl1~lo c:'-noro' :end mw II. Dorf p.nd lr10R. Jones wnr'wd \'lith 
Col. Parmeto):, in ')!'c'YTD-tion for n denonstrc.tion to shnw hov., tro"ps ,end 
Vcui:YJent co)Jld bc ni,"-cod on this cano1Jfr by helico!>ter, then l0W'0rcd t.o 
the I)thorwise 1110 cccssiblG jlm';le floor. 

/; ! 

._--_._.-_. ---



Subject: l!qnthly History for 335th Avn Co (J.i.lL) 1 Oct'1bor 1966 
1. At ~,~st light on tho c.ftornoon "f 20 SoptoJ'lber fi vo J.lUIP toams wore orafo;tJ:1c.tcd by UII-1D's into t'1c hostile tron ':orth ef Dien HeF" knnwn notoriously ',".s l'i1'.r Zono D. T'wo light fire teens froD t.ho· F"lcons prnvided cover for tl1e ()l1or;~ti,Jn; thoro Wf.\S norr'tivo enen" c"ntc.ct. 

m. The iCOt~boys end F,?,lcnnS ,s'JCnt t110 r!r.y of 21 Sentenbor "n oxtr?cti ~ stc,nd-by for. the LRRP to['.1'18 1"orkil1IT in D Z"no. Throe of t.ho tel'.rlS '''.1'.de contr.ct with tho Viet Cong c·nd three tt:·1GS tho Cmlbo,rs scrR"'.blea. te sne,tcp the ",,,-troIs ;fron the h!'.nds '1f the Viet fJon~. 

n. Ch 2'2 Septenbor, lir;ht fire t"tens fr~" the F?lcons were cnI' eel upon to prov~do ,-eric,l fh'o sU'JDort for L1.TIP's in C0nt~.ct 'Plit.h tho Viet Cong. ;.t 10~0 C0wboys rel'.ctod to r.n urgont roquost for " nP,tr'll cx\:,rec­tion, pulling the '111t.rn1 in without incident. .- ,,<',in "t. lrRt. li;;ht tWI L~PI s wero scheduled fO'l' infilt.rrtion inte D Z""0. 0:'110 first 0nwh"Y approitchin,; his L7. spottod VC on tho ec'.,\e "f the W",,0S. ~, qui,c¥:" dr1Cwin~ Cowboy crewchief bei-t c. VC with ·"·n aut0!Jf1tic woapon to tho ar!'.1v. l'Prtnorfl of the de1'.d lTc olJOned fire end the l,t1RP rU.Gsit>n wrs :<hoC'+.en. '\'ho 9"c')no COWboy bogeni his o.Dpr01'.ch ·"ne. re;coivod Ure, 1'1. hot gun bottle onsped DS the; Cowboy IJ\llled eut ()f the D.pprolCch ,'nc tho Ff.lcons rolled in ~lith t.heir guns bl1'.zing. Both LRRP's missions were nbo,~tod and returned to Bien Hon because of the vc presence in primary nnd altern~,te LZI s. 

The Casptr I s OH-D I S armed with mc.chin8gtJnS went out f.r the test fire of the:lf now systems. The OH .. D 's nre to be ut.ilize0. ~s scout units to det$ct Viet C0!lg concentr,otions fer destruction by o,uick rO·"ct.ion Cmfboy - Fnl?on Eagle Flights. 

o. At 0$00 on the 23rd of 30ptonbor. m'lO Hr.r01d Dorf ,o,nd ~10 Ronr.ld Jonos flow tlhe jt'll"le cr.no;)j" dOl'lonstrc.tinn fer tho Brig.~de >;t·o.ff. C('11 Parnotor grv~ tho stnff menbors "-n initi,-.l brie.f:Ln;; an the uses And oper­ation of tho' co.nopy. The net bec"me fouled in tho' jungle end t,t,o de''''n­'3trction Wi"') ,termi11nted with observers skcnticc.l ef the foo.sihility of the jun.glo ct,nepy syston. 

At :qoo two urI-ID's conducted trp.ining with ))<'It.hfinders frf1lll E/l7 Ce:v. 

The ~nst light of dry 6r"f three Cowboys s'1irrl r.l"wn 1nt0 'the ,iunglos of I'T".r Zeme J1l >lith umpls tn sor.rch f"r Viet C'mg. ~"O Chp,rlo8 F. St0udt o.nd ',VQ Willid-l'l H. ]·!.o'lnker pIo,co c!. their pe.tr01 in (?, snr.n r0u,\h jun.r;le clorring. Iricledid,ely tft-or t.ho ho1icontor c!.cn'lrt.ecl the I,RltP eng;' !',ec. P plr.to<n size IVC force; nn i:,c'1C,c1.i'te oxtr,'cti''ln ,<{A.S rO·"'uoflt.ecJ. "TO St0udt Hnd WO Hanled wont l:k~ck into the LZ 8nd ')ic"Gd un the -o::'tr01 under fire ~ :. roter blc.de was dt:ntr:;ecl, but t.ho circrr.ft rnt.\lrnc<l. srfel" to Bien PI1[\. 

p. LRRPI!S cD,ned for l101p ~t 1300 h"ur8 ~ ~5 i1opt-.enber. Tho C","':>0'''S and Fnlcons ~nntchcd t.ho Dctrols fr0m t.he junr:;le rnd "flsr.ulto0 ~. forct.im force into tlie arOl1 where t.he LRRP's hod disc'wcrcn tho Viet Cnnp,. 

The ~73rd :.irborno Brig~de bogrn Opcr1'.ticn Sioux City, r.irling "t the Viet Cong elEiments the LImp had mMe cont~ct with in D Zene. 

,----------' ---



Subjoct: I1~nthl~' History f()r 335th /,vn C() (1.NL) I October 1966 

q. 080(jl hours, 26 Sopt0T'\ber 1966 the C()wb()ys dolivered 120 r>"rrtrMpors 
into D ZonoLZ's. The F21c()l1s shot ",hito ph"~"'h()rous into 2 '>Osition thct 
wl.1.s directi!lt." Brolmd fire Et thG Cow'x'ys. Tw() Vc: "lith their cl()thes in' 
flc.mes sprir\ted intn tho oren end were cut down 111' the "Sc-.oor" !1;lms}1im. 

r. '.~hr90 nsanults nut 170 pt.rp.trnopcrs Jllto LZ's in sl'pry"rt of Si"ux 
City on the;iclerning of 27 Serytonber. 

s. en:iF) September E"glc FH,,)1ts w()rc cr md1.\ct.Gd L"l >tor Zone 1) ~.s the 
173rd :.irboJne cClntinued to sEl<"rch f()::' +he elusive Viet Crmp,. OH-13 's armed 
with their ~ ide <'.rr1S c'1nducted ; ero_'lcout tr<'.min.; ~lith E/l T Crvnl,..,r. '1'hree 
LmtI"s were Iplo.ceo. in tho :9rigpde onerrtinn~l IlroD in'D Znne. Thirt'r nin­
utes after :i,nfHtrn.ti"Il. ono teD.n was crlling for help. C'l')tnin 'l'r0Y Reoves 
and C,:ptP.in ,Don Ifoss mC.de n dP.rinR oxtre.cti'ln of tho te<'.n under intense 
autoro-?tic W<jJ.pons firo. '1'110 Falcon fire tern led h" r,nrytrin 1T~.ncc G,'.l'l!"1"ll'3 
providod ra\(aging fire support. for the extNctirm. The LRRP's reported 
thtt Falcon ,fire WLS providing closo-in supDort Qgninst VC only 20 rooters 
fro~.l their Rosition. 

t. Tho 'iCowboys's, Falcons, and Cuspor's continued on September 29 Lnd 30 
to provide ~ho Drigv.de with o.viC'.tion support for OpcrLtion Siou.x City. 
Ergle fligh~s <'nd cssllults '.,ero mnde, sUPJ:'lies were delivered, LRRP's were 
supportod rn;d '~S gas w::.s showered on sus pected Bict Cong tr.rgots. Tho 
r:t0nth of Sew,ember closC:Q with the fo1l0~r.i.np; T'lnnthly str.t:Lstics: 

Sortios 
Hours 
P[l.x 
Ce.rgo (ton) 
Aircr2.ft Hit:s 

II • TR< mI::G: 

.lli::..12 
225 
127 

3 

Y1i::lB(A ) . 

642-
450 

U1I-ID 

3741f 
1703 
4,3ill 
206 

Tr:dllini; during tho ;'l0nth of'le'otO"lhr)r w.".s dovotod t" now Diln;'s Pnd 
crow menbors'" Pil'1ts ",oro .'sivon tho l1SU.r.]. unit r.ircr".ft cho"k0ut ,ow' tho 
;:croe. oriont;".~ion. New gunrtors and crm., c~iofts l'l8rG p;ivon t.ho wo~pnn ch()ct~­
out <~.nd briclrcd on crow","r'1coduroR ,onel. ros')Ql1o,i"ilitios. 

III. 1,~r;,Rmi·· lTD DECO"'. TIOr'S: Pren~.rcd by Sp/" ~!ichpel Do \lprco. 

Presentpd 17'3eptombor in ceromrny by ~r" j0r Ernest R. Johnsnn, Comand­
ing Officer ~35th :.vir.tion COrJn.-1ny (M'L): 

Addiss, DaniEl ;" 
Dell, Glenn 13. 
Kuhbli:.nk, Riohcrd C. 

lTUjor 

1~.3 

DFC, Bronze St2r, :N w/"V", 
Purple Hce.rt 
Br'1nze Star 
AM w/,'V" 
AM wl"V" 



Subject: Ldnthly History for 335th ;·vn Co ( .• HL) 

Sanders, a~I1Y G. 
Peters, DoI1~\ld L. 

Ferril.ll, Frllnk V. Jr. 
lG.inofeltor,: Jolm W. 
Houchin, Ze~er M. Jr. 
EcHugh, LooP. 

WO 
C:1Dtain 

Sp/5 
Sp/h 
Pfc 
Pfc 

1\]1 w/"V" 
:~1:~ 

1 October 1966 

COl1str1.\cti,;n ~TOrk in individu~l roc':'lS continues Pi'. ·"n onthu,ostic "P.co. 
C1rW Bill Easton persists in his runnin" Nt.ter prl"ljoct. L If.rco we-tor t!)wer 
has bJen cOl~strt\cto<1 nnr1 'Jiping t.o dcolivor run'1ing W!'.tor t!) tho co),,"Pny ".roa 
is being 1('.jJd. 

12;DC P rnd forod distributi"ll pr"jects in the Bien Po" "ron woro c".rried. 
out to nid t,:h:J sick "nd needy Viotne~\OsO pco'Jlo • 

.I)-If 
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335TH ;,SS;,ULT flELICOPTER C01!PJ.NY 
l7.3rd Airborne Brig"de (Sepllrnte) 

APO Sen Francisco 96250 

12 H/'trch 1967 

Subject: ',Honthly History for 335th !.vi'\ti ~n Conp'-"ny 1 October. 1966 throtlgh 30 October 1966. 

1. 0P1l:RA1Ims: 

a. Tie month of October beg~,n with the CnwlYlys, FI1,lc"'n8 and r;~sper8 continuin to provide +he l7.3rd Airhorne Brigade (Separate) with denend­able avia ion sup1lort ,o,s the sH;<rsoldiers carried "n Ooorrti,.Wv3 'li,.,ux CitV' and Union own. A CDSper 01l-l3'l d~rt.inlt ~·cr"'ss the r'1)erat.i~ns ~,rM nOP,r 'JOsitinn ~OX picked U1l' t.wn r"'unds nf small erl'1g fire. The pilnt W2S fhle to rel:ch ei secure I'.rea, where he f"und Min,.,r dP1"P.;e tn his ship. The conpany rn::.t Ide: two snaIl lifts to re1lositinn t.he· pP.retro""Elrs as their un­relating "r"",suit of the crrlfty Diet r,on" in n1.,nr Znne D" cnntinued. , 
, 

b. Chi the 2nd of October two OH-l3S I arned with mnchine~uns m'ovided overhead c~ver for EI17 Cav. The Viet Cong chose not tn interfere' with the Cavalry ,-cnr thus L~voided incurring the wrath of the lero Scouts. 

c. Ch~ hundred and sixty U.S. tronps Were lifted by seven Cowboys wit.h cover fromi a Falcon light fire tee.m on 4 October. Light conte.ct was p.\<'1.de but "Charl~en Il.voided mo.jor contrct with the peratrCl"pers of the l7.3rd. , 

d. Thf' Cowboys lloved two hundred trcv,pe of the Brig1'.de as Oper!'.ti,"n. Sioux City continued on 6 Octe>ber. 
! 

e. Chl17 October, 10 Cowboys with cnver fr<'Tl hit) Frlcnn light fire terns reposeti<"lll~d 120 U.S. tro,.,ps in Iv!'.r Zone D. 

f. Chi e October 1966, pt:ratronpers of the l7.3rd begrn t,., withdrp.w from the are(' of Operl1.tion Si'"lUX City. 360 tr",.,pe were extrrcted ~r the Cowboys. 1's the Cowboys I\ryW'nICched the Snng Donn: Nai River, the Q0uthern boundary 0 nHe.r Znne D,~' the Viet Cong opened' fire nn the fnrrlr.ti"n. 1<''''ur ships were d2.1'1''.rr,ed. The C"wbnys, in f"rr'lti~n, returned th<3 fire ~nd the hungry Fel 'lnS rolled in to remind "Ch~rlie" thct t.he luxury r"\f firing Pt the Cowb CVn cr"\st deprl;v. L",ter in the dry, 5 Cowb"ys l'l'wed 60 c""rlry­men into p siti"n tn secure the rnute ,.,f trPvcl fnr the BrigP<io c"nvey "1nv­ing out of liD Z'mo." 
g. Ch 1

1

9 Octnber, the Cowboys clecned UP t.he "li,.,ux Gitv creP with rn extrrction nf 92 U.S. tr()~n" in 4 lifts. ,'eri.ol rec"'nn~is8~.nce Y"r 0oor~­ti-:m Robin I begtln as 5 2ircrrft checked Route #15 fr'"ll'l Bien 1{nP, tn 1Tung T~U t·) pron'1.re for rond clec.ring nnerP.ti"n6. 
, 

h. l1octooor 1966 WD.6 the ooeninp-; d~.y 0f OpcrClti"n R()bin"6 t.hn sJ<v­s()ldiers ovided security f0I' elcnents of the 4th Infpntry Divisi"n n0vinp. from Vung ,c.u to Bei!.r CDt. 

-----------------,,--------,------------'_._-



Subject: ~fonthly History f0r ConlJDny A, 82nd Avn Bn 12 Mrrch 1967 

i. T~b morning of 11 October the "Cowboys" lifted tr,~rp8 of the l7.3rd 
into I:'.n LZ! in the vicinity of the Bri'!,'~de CP on Highwry #15 S0uth of Bien 
Hoa, Operc.~ion Robin continued "s the 335th nrovidod !'. light fire te"m, 
c. courior ~hip and resupply ships used t-o suppler.1Gnt the rord sup'"lly conv0y-. 

j. ani 12 October four UH-1D's nnd 11 light fire tean infiltrated two 
LRRP's intp suspected Biet Cong v.re"s South of the BrigPde CPo At ap'"'rox­
iI:l~tely 18p5 Casper #416, c.n 05-133 pil0ted by l/Lt Douglas L Jnnes, deP'1rted 
the BrigV.dfO CP enroute to Bien Hoa. At ~1J'1l'nxi'n0te1y 1~15, #416 hit the 
upper strc.pd of power lines runnin9; thrflup;h tho Lnng Binh fl.ref. #416 foIl 
50 foet tol the fround n.nd burst intfl fl':'nes. lILt Jflnes rnd his D""sseno:or 
S/Sgt E-6 r'eoT.1lln were Idlled instant1:v. The c,ccident invcstigatinn bfl"rd 
W:'s r,pp..,in!:,ed rnd bOflP.n its investigation "t first li~ht fln the 13th flf 
Oct"bcr. I 

AtllB30 hours on the 12th fi va UH-1D's with r lJ.p,ht nre teAl!'. C"l1-
dl'cted nigbt training. '1'hey It.ndoc1. in f"r..,rti 'n 'It Becr Cr.t, Vuni( '1',u rnd 
the Snc.ke t it in Bien H"a. 

k. Fi:tly on the J'10rnint7, nf 13 Octo her 1966 twn OH-13S wore cprr-ied by 
1.11' Fflrce (:..130 to 1).". Nnng. Tw'l UH-1D's flew t,., 1Jc'\ ~Tpnp, vir. the cn"lltr1 r"ute. 
These fOur~' helic,.,nters were p1rced in s .. upn()rt ,.,f the 17.3rcl Airh"rne .1'\rigO d.e,s.' 
4/503 Infr. try 'In Ooorp,ti"n ''1inchester 9uppnrting pl' iAd noorr ti")16 in I G"!'o 
ne:.r the D nilitrrized Z~no.·'t 1700 h"1\U'S thre", UH-lDT'l extr"cted '" L~~t> 
which h~d a·de cont~ct with a Viet C"I11!; f"I'ce. ~ho extrpcti"l1 Wf'.'l l'1p de 
without ~,n, enerv interference. 

, 

1. t,glin nn 14 October Co VlRP called fe>r extracti<'n at 1700 hours. 
The extN.C i<m w,~s mrr'e with no enemy fire received. It 1800 h0urs n' 
flight of ix UH-1D' 6 (the Nust~,ngs) with 1.\ light fire teem ~"de r'. night 
forI.1i'tbn reining flight to Vung Tr.u, the Sn~ke Pit ~nd b'cck int0 the 
COHEH. ' 

r.J. At i 0900 hours on 15 October, UH-1D's covered by c lie;ht fire tort:! 
extr~'cted ~ U.S. parc,tr0nper6 fren D. pick-up zl'ne. in AO Robin. A sec"nd 
light fire te:.n C~'.r.1C "Il st"ti0ll ,.,t 0900 hours t" provide c"nv"Y c"VGr f">r 
Brig'do ve . cles trr'vc1ing Highwccy 15 in tho Robin eref'.. 

n. 161 October 1966 dr,wnod with". Falcon fira torn n".ldn" ~ roc"n-
I • 

nnissr.nce, i repe-ted r.t It.6t light 'f dny, W,S 'I d,ily ch"lTe tn ('Ibsorve I\ny 
Viot C')ng fctivity near the Crucif'.l highway. 

o. Tefminr.ti0n of the 17.3rd Airb"rno Brigrde' s roM. runnor"ooreti "n 
on Highwny #15 beg~.n fl.t 07.30 h('lurs "11 17 Oct "bel' "-6 7 "C0Wb"ys" Pnd 2 "Frlc"n" 
light fire i tcr.):1S oxtr<.cted 126 U.S. p".rptrnr.pers fr">t'l. the l'1,nbin Pro~. f 
cnnv"Y begtn T10Ving t"wr.rd Bian Hna .rith f'. "F'P1c"n" tEl")'!) P!'''vidinlS ('\vcrhcrd 
c"'ver. By the ,ftern""n Operrtion Robin WP.s torninptect. The 335th "vieti"l1 
counts Ope n.tion Robin r. 1"8s becruso ,.,f the tr'li',ic pccidentrl dn"th "f 
l/Lt DousL.s L. J('Ines. 

! 

-.. -.-------~--... -----___r_----------.-.. -' 
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Subject: ',l'!nnthlY Hist"r,r fnr COl'lD".ny "', ?2n" : 'In % 
! 

p Hrrch 1967 

p. At 0730 hnurs "'01<1 Oct. "bel" 2 Ull_lD's oe",..o·n rirh"rnr refresher tr~;.-'1"­
ing with . lenonts 0f ~ Trr"'lJ, 17th c~v. .'t 09'10 h,,,,l's "no (m_ln 00'''1''t,0'' 
the CORllA f"r Dr. Hr.n~ t" rrr'0viCi.c"dcliti"nn.l flu""'''rt f"r 4/~1Y3 in Oner,"ti "n 
WinChGste!. At 2245 h0urs r Viet Ct"lng unit "tt"cknd tho ."r"len helic"uCer 
pDrking c e," nt the South boundrry t"lf the Brigrde 1lCrmeter. p, Cl'""M0re 
mine or f "gmentnti'ln grenrde W"s detonated under lTH_IB #932. ,),ho resulting 
fire, 1:nd i fuel-amr.runiti"Tl explosion completely nestr ~red #932 rnd severel .. V 
dDncgcd *'930. Captnin V"nco ('''.W10nS cnd 'lp/4 Lyle Tr~vis SD.vcd !'930 fr""1 
destructilln by flying it off tho p!'.d. Both wore lrter presente~ the l"r0nze 
St1:.r wit hf" V'. Device for her0ism by Ml1jt)r Generc.l Prul Srrl.th, Ct"ll"l'lc.nding 
General 0 the l73rd Lirborne BrigDde (Sepcr~,te). Falcon aircrD.ft #919 
pD,rked ne to i; 932 rls') W".s in danger "nd wee ev"curtecl. by liLt l'llll"u'l;hblr 
G0in; Lt ." in received the :.ir l'ed,"l with a "V" Device fnr hernisn. 

q. LI 0700 hours 0n 19 Oct0ber 1966, seven (7) "Cowb"Vs " :1nn twn (2) 
light fir ter.!1S dop<'rtod Bien Hnu to suppnrt tho 25th Infr.ntry Divisi"n 
in the Cu Chi-Duc Hoi'. e.reiJ.. Crmb'1t oss:'ults r1t"lVe.d 150 ARVN ,",nd. U.~. tr"()p9 
during th d:'y. en the l;:st extr" cti'''n of the d"v the "C"IWb"ys," "n sh"rt 
finr.l to ",n open, ricG field pick-up Z'll1e, were "nbushod by ho"vv sn"ll "r~s 
rnd <'-ut"T,l:j.tic wo~ mns fire. Cnwbny dMr 'lUl1'1ers whipped "ut white sT"10ke 
to n: rk f1r tho F,clo"ns rnd 'lpenod fire with thoir "wrl "-60's. "'he Frlc"'ls 
rolled in rnd tho supJYlsectly "Secure 12" W"s engulfed in " wild fire fi7ht. 
:.irborne ,:.~r.in, the "C"wbo,,!s" f"und five 'If 50"on ships c"rryi.n~ C"T'b"t, r:1"",­
r.ge_no orqw nenbors W"1llld8d. Twn ()f the ,I'Jl.VN extr"cted were scri.~uslV . 
wnundcd bY onolV firo 0nd w·~ro fl"wn t" 7th '1urgic"l HnsniVl rt Cu 'lhi. 

, 

I 

04e light fire toon rt Bien Ht"lr c"nductod rOO"'ln" i,ss"ncc "f tho 
Brig,·do T:IOR (Tn.otio'·l .' 1"0' nf Ooor,oti "nrl ~esn"nsihility) rt 0730 "nd 1 "~'1. 
Those rcc~ns prt"lvido rl"ro security f"r the Bri"rd..o pc riT'l.otnr , Which l.s "11-
vi"usly n(ht :l.s socure "9 overY"!10 h"(l. 1J!'0vi'1usl,r h,,1lCd.. 

I . • 

r. B~f0re d"Vli~ht "11'\ the 1'1"rnin!l: "1f 2'1 Oot"bor, soven (7) "Cnwh"Vs" 
Lnd tWtl (1) "Fr,lc"n" fire tC;·".T1S oullerl nitch rn(l he·oren i1'\t.() tho noH." ~"ut.h 
nf SC'i,,'>n :rri"in", r.t Ben 'l'ri, the c"""'"n,, i"iner the "Outl"ws" On" ""ni"ht.s" 
of t'le De t" !vi~.ti''11 )l·tt~.li"n (13th ;'vi~ti"n Brttrli"n) rna lUt,or 2M' 
;~RVN in fur c·,sRrults. en rn extrccti"Tl t')W"rd the ond "f tho ·"ftDrn""n, 
tho "Fr'lc ns" detected Viet Cong 0n ;: lend.in" Z'll1e ,"b"ut to be~ssnulted. 
Rolling' the guns, put OS g".s, J'1~chingun fire '1'\0 r"clrets "n the enG",", 
elel.lents :,.nd successfully upset c.ny pIons tho enerlV hed of firing, t"lTI t.he 
inc~ning llicks. 

Tfuo oO;lp<;ny returned t" the COW·;i.I, hcoryy, rs the units visited in 
the Delta II expressod i'.t\L'.zer,lent :'.t the excellent f()rt1,~ti"n flying: b" the 
"Cnwbr:ys" ,and the spicited r.gq;rcssivness 'If the bl'l'ldthirsty "Pnlc0ns';" 

! 

s. Ohobcr 21 ,".net 22 were spent in m'rn"l support nf the 173rc Air­
borne in ~ien Hoc. end Dr l'Jr.ng. i. nunber of rOO'1ns we're c.,nductcd in tho 
T;,QR i'.nd ~ne reo"n c0vered Hir;hW"y 1115 fr"r'. 'lien Hnr t" 1Tung 'T'ru. 

-. -_ .. _ .. _------_ ... _ ..... _- -+------------_._. __ . 



Subject: Honthly !iist·ry f . .,r C . .,npr.ny L, !12ndi.vn lin 12 Hr.rch 1967 

t. <:in 23 Ocbbor 1966 light firo to"r1S cnnducted reC"lns in the T/,OR. 
;'~t 1300 d fire te."r.l fr 7.1 the Fr,lc0ns "lOnt 0ut to') cnvor CI-1-47's (Chin"l.~ks) 
flying o~t ·')f X"T1 Ci\t Spodt.l Fnrces Cf'/,P r,n. t.h" ",<'lrth bPnk .,f tho S"ng 
Dnng NO.i ',Hiver N0rthest of Bien H"p .• 

:it 1(\00, 3 UH-ID's coverod by p firo te~n ]Y'siti"ned 2 Lll.~P te,'mll 
in the Br,iW do T;" OR • 

u. "~'t 1120 h"lurs "n 24 0ctnbor three (3) PH-ln's Pnn ? "Fr lc0n" fire 
t(]I'.r\ Bcrr blor1 t, extract ('. LRRP tern th"t. had been c"""nr~nised. Tho ox­
trr,cti"n , dl successful with no cnMh~,t drtMP'7,C received. 

A!t IGOO hnurs ·'.nnthor LPRP wes !-In'lit·i''!lGd m' tho "C"w>'mrs'." 

v. kst cftor d,"v brock ''In 25 Oct"her 19"'6, tho "'1"1.,h"'irs" rnd ""r1c"'18" 
recoivod request f"r r·n el"'er",ency extrrcti"n "If r. L~Il.P ter.l"l. '!'he LllRP h~0 
r.\Gde c.'mt;cct with r sr.trtll Viet ConlS elenent '"nd hed crpt,urod t"", "r the 
ene!:W. Tlho extrc.ction wes succossfull, Lnd tho two VC wore ddiverod to 
Brip,t.de ~e('.dquc.rters for interr·'IS~tion. en deprrture fr"l"l tho nick up, 
the "F::lcons" spotted sar.tp1'.ns in tho r.re·~ nnd rolled in "n firino:r. "'··SS08. 

',Jhen the ~nok() cle~,red ther€) w')re twC' positivGly dostr0)/'Gd enem' h,,'ts. 

Ir the cftcrno'il.1no UH-ID flew 0 rec",nnnissance in the' vicinity of 
TE.nh Linhi for possible "per',tions on the> 2{,th of Oct "lber • 

w. 2p Octobur wes s;Jont in n'JI'r1D.l support "f the 173rd :'irbnrne in 
Bien !lon rnd tho Brir"rde' s 4/503 nt nc". W'n~. 

! •• 

x. On! 27 Octc,ber 1966 [t 0045 hours 7 UH_IDt.q escnrt0d by' 2 lir;ht. firo 
t0C.nS 1i~' 00. 1110 1)trr.trn 'pors"f tho 1/503. :.t 1500 h"U.rs 4 UH-n's (Mus­
tr.ngs) nllid c. tern nf "Falc"ns" repnsiti "!lad 72 tr0"ps "f the 1/503 in th0 
T;,OR. 'W

I

() UH-ID's recoi ved hits and ."!1C gunner suffered:U.n. "r neck w"lunds. 
OpeNtion, Trojen Hors0 (Joplin) bagr.n tnrll1y fnr the 1/503. 

y. ;~I~ 0700 hours nn 2~ Oct "lbor , 7 ttC0wbnystt 8upplo'·~onterl b" 3 U)J-IT)' s 
fron tho I 45th ;·.Virtim B".He.li."!1 lind 2 "Frlc"n" firo tcr,\S lift.cd non !'t11N 
tro"ps in 0 tho T~nh Linh eroe t·" riCi. t.h0. 1/503 in Opercti . ...,n J"n1in. ('no 
"F:\lcnn" ~Gcoivod " s7,~1l ,~.r!'lS hit. in. tho ne·in r"tnr bledo Pnrl "no "f t.ho 
"Fl'.lc"n" ~o 'r !\tmnors w.os hit in the lor, by 'Sl''''lmd firo. 'l'ho ~ncr W"'S 
tr.ken to) ~hc 93rd l'ec.icrl Ev"cu"ti"n H"snitr.l et Ri€)n ,{"P. f"r trC)rt·"on.t • 
. , wc€)k lCfer he returned t" duty. 

z. 2:~ Oct.ober 1966, tho "C:"'wb"'rs" with r"ur(4) 145th'vi"t.i"'1 pU_ID 
c.nd n "r'1'Jlc"ln" fire te"rl in 4 lifts nnvcd 219 tr""ns in t.ho 0nor"ti"'1 
Joplin "ter • :t 14no h"urs, U,I-ln #61h c"l"l'1rnderl hv 11{C"Wl " . ...,nc1d G. ,T"nee 
sh"wcd f;~ctu1'ti.)ns "f trrnsnissi"n :;"((CS ,"no W"'s 11:lnc'l.od s"fol" n,,"r n"'1l'. 
Xoci Sped

i
1"1 Fnrces with r. friling trrnsnissi"'1. The Ahip we", rntl'rnr)0 tn 

Bien Hoc. Iby' Chin()~k • 

. -_ .. _------------_.---.. _--------...--------_._--_._--------_._---------



~ '; , 
Subject :'! Hnnthly Hist,.,rv f~r C ''1p'nv r, ~?nd !.vn Rn 

,.1'. ': On 30 Octob('r 1966 1/503 ter"in<:torl. OpJr,otbn J'1uljn 09 I')hin~"'lm lifted t~e troops from Tanh Linh t" Bien Hoa. 

BB. ',The ll"nth~f OctcbGr ended with :3 UH-1D's [\nd 2 OH-13 's supp'Jrtin" 4/503 ·.m: Oper'.:ti";n !"inchestcr in I C';rp :.ren. The rertrindcr ,.,f the "C~wb":vs­F lc,ns-ptspers'" c. nt.inuud V PI:'c'vido t.ho nc·in force of the 173rd Airb"'rne Brigade (Separo.te) in Bien HoD. with the FINEST C0l1B;,T ,.IRHOBILE SUPPORT IN THEwORL))! 
, 

III. H~HLY STATISTICS: 

S,.,rties 543 
Hours 204 
pax 
Cc.rgo (ttns) 
Aircraft I Hits 12 

, 

II. TRl.t'IHm: 

UH-1B(A) 

571 
250 

UH-1B 

571 
307 

UJ-1-1D 

3238 
13B7 

4923 
2J.4S 
7045 
206 

Tre. in'i tiTle durin,'; Oct "bor , in ~drliti"n t.., the norT,ol tr"nsiti"n end init ,-1 now ')il't bricfino;s, included ~. ni~ht f"mrt,i ~n fli;::ht b<r e,och lift pln oon esc'1rted b<j the "F~lc"'ns." A now pr"P,r'0l'l "f Officers CnU wns set p on .' bi-rtonthly br'.sis. This c·'nfr.rcncc scssi-.n is ncsimcC! t,., C1'!phDSiz tc.> pilots inf'rr:~.ti -.n ncrtinent t,,, ..,rintenpnce, "1)oro ti -.ns, avirction ,s::tf~" int"lli."enco, conpllny adT1inistration and 2':ny inf"I'l"?ti"n thct tho iCm;U" •. '1nder ch""',<Jes t" cnphrsiz0. 

III. AW4RDS AND DECORI,TIONS: 

An riwrrd6 c8rnC'ny wc.s not held durin~ the nnnth')f Oct','''er bcc(\U6e of the heavy, opor~ti"nr.l co::rr:dtment ",f the "C,'wb">ys." However, this r0nth hrs pr'Jduced iormy i'ir l-ledals C.s the C",UJ)1lny p.'\rticip"ted in sevcrrcl c"l'lbt:.t 1!S­Si:'.ults. 1A1S,>, General Sr.ith, Cor.1l:1nnding Gener~l c·f tho l73rd i.irb"'rne Brignde (iSepf:'.r2te) doc"rded Cr. pt~in 1};:l:lr.l0nS c.nd SP/4 Lvle Tr"vis with Brmze S~~.rs with "V" Devices f.-,r the cv,:ccu<'-tion 0f the If FtLlcont' ~ship fror.l pD.r~ing are{). during a Viet Gang nttc.ck. 
" IV. COi"'~l'NY ARE!;: 

The IliVing ~·re" ()f the c0:"pD.ny iJl]Jr"vcs crch dry "s the Officers rnd uen dove~op. "Green Thunbs,." Grass is gr"wing -'lnd trees h".vc been Sflt. "ut. S00n tho ~.rca will 1"'0k S0 nuch liko h0l'1.e, thp,t except fnr tM VC, the nen ()f the If flwboys" will think they ~.re bPck in the United St~teS'. 
I 

I 

V. CIVI~ AFFAIRS: 

F"l~"'1dn:; the theory that the wpr will be w-.n by- diligent civil pf­f~.irs w'l1k r.s well "6 by h,.,t pursuit "f the Viet C<'n~ .o:uerril.lr, the 335th Avinti "n JCompIlny C'lntinued nn Mti va pr"grPll "f NEDct.P thr"ugh the 25th Hedical Iftatchrtent. 
Ii 

so 
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History or 
335TH lVI:TION cm!?:_~:Y (LIR:lOEILE LIGHT) 

1 NOVBe.ber 1966 - 33 November 19c6 
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335TH LVH'l':CON OO)l?JlNY (i.:ffi:lDBILE LIGHT)' 
173rd i.ii-berne .Brigada (,Separate) 
i~O 96250 San Franoisoo, California 

1 Deo9miler 19'6 

SUBJ"'Gr: ;I.onthly History of th." 335th Lvintion Company (.:.irmotil!l Ligllt) 
1 ~Tov0mber 1966 through 30 Novemb'9r 1966. 

TO I Co,:~ucnding Offioer 
335th :.viation Company (Airmobile Light) 
173rd 1.irborne Brigade (Sepcrc.te) 
ao 96250 San Franoisoo, Colifornia 

I. ORG/.NIZ.1'ION j.~'D D"'SIGN.:TION: 

(/.) 1.1rlift ?ll1toons I CO,IEOY'; - 20 tJl;-lD nSlioksn 

1st ,:.irlift Platoon -- Ramrods 
2nd !.irlift Platoon -- :llstangs 

(B) :,rmed H'9lioopt8r ?latoon: Faloons - 8 UH-IB n.:rmed Helioopters) 

(C) 173rd 1;viation Platoon: Caspers 

2 UH-ID C.mm~nd & Control 
1 UH-IB C0:nmand It Control 
1 UH-IB n12 0 I Clook High II ,1.1.0 "yst em 
6 OH-13S tlHOT srUFFn Lero Scouts 

(D) l~intenanc'3: 

1 U;;-lB - Horsethief 

II. J?ERf.T IONS: 

(;.) The month of November beglln D,S the long",d for dry senson s'3ems 
n"vnr to be co:ning. Rdn, thunder stortle 'and poor visibility continuGd 
to be a nUEsance, but thG 335'Gh continues to support thG Si'Y SOLDIEr,.s on 
Op"lrntion Uniontown. 3 UH-ID's nnd 2 OH-13 1s continue support r.t Do. jI~ang. 

J.t 1030 hrs a LFr was scrrmbled to provide th~ 1'20th .:viation Company 
with fire support in the Slligon ~rea. 

5 UH-IDI s and Co Light Fire T"'llnl movl'l 145 US troops in thrO'3 (I) 
combat Dssaults. 

(B) 1,t 0945 on the 2nd of Nov"lmb'3r, 7 UH-ID with a LFr conduct 7 
combr.t Cl8sf'ults in the Boar Cet aros. In support of th'3 4/25 Infantry, 
306 i.mericCln troops ere l1fted into the Innding Zon"lS in the B9r.:r Cat 
ar'9~ of operation. 

se.. 
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(C) Fro..'":l 0730 to leon on the 3rd of KovE1I:lb<'Jr,7 illl-lD's, (t LFT and 11 

UH-IB Co.nmnnd and Control ship from th'l CI.S,PERS conducted.17 cornMt llS94u1ts 
for 453 troops of' the 4/25 Infnntry. Th"l troops c.re r",suppli"d by 8.9 tons 
of cargo by the CO'·IBl'YS. 

(D) :.t 0800 hrs on th", 4th of N::lVE'inb8r, four (4) UH-ID's conduct 
combat r-ssnult trnining with t'e . .":VN. Training was extended to 480 Vbtn­

amese during 16 practice assaults. 

l.t 0800 hrs, N£lj Johnson decorated tm (10) lIlem],'3rs of his cOlllinand 
in cerGlIlony. Othc3r indi viduols w~re duo aW[lrds, but Welre flying - th'3y 
will D'3 d3corDtGd at 0 lrt''lr dot"). 

J.t 1030 hrs on") (1) COi,BOY conductod a ?sy ],jar leaflot drop in 
sup~ort of Brigade S-5. 

l.t 1630 hrs five (5) UH-ID's coverod by a LFT in 3 C • .'s plllced 
90 paratroopers into ambush SitClS. 

(E) 300 troopes of' thel 3d Brignde, 4th Infentry Division were deplo­
yed by the OO1>113OY'3 in 10 C:' s on 5 NOV'Jmb'3r 1966. l.t 1600 hrs, the 90 troops 
of OIllbus patrol were '?xprllcted from local T 1.0R after twenty-four hrs of 
neg!lt:LvCl contect. !lso at 1600 hrs 4 UH-ID's in 3 lifts placed 54 poratr­
o"Jper.f! ,of tho 1/503 in th8 T l.OR. /.t dusk four (4) lIH-ID's (tnd a LFT 
inl'iltrat",d two (2) Long Rc,ng(l "econnaissanc8 .'atrols into the locd T j;oR~ 

(F) .:t 1700 hrs on the 6th of Novnmber, on") of the LRRP working just 
1l:c!11; of' th'l T lOR pll",c3d 0 ovll for nn em'3rgenoy extraot ion to Jxonp", a " 
Viot Cong tr!'\p th~t had surrouned them. Three m1-lD's Ilnd a LFT soro.'":lbhd 
to silt th' LR,,? and found the p~trol in an l1Teo 1!.hat did not offer ~. suit­
able LZ. The thr9~ Vri-lD's employed the em~rgency ropa resoue system, 

lowering ropes 120 to the jungle floor and lifting the patrol member olear 
of the jungle. There werl') no injuries ,~nd no aircraft dO.'lloged £1S th3 six 
me.n patrol wr's evrcuoted to th" sof'ety of the Bien Hoo Compound. 

(G) 0700 hrs, 7 NOV3::lb8r 19661 Five (5) UH-ID's and Il LFT supported 
the 3/4th Division at BOI).l" Cct lifting 260 il11erioan troops. J,t 1000, two 

(2) UL-1D's c,nd a LFT '2.Y.trnotE'd 57 m~bush pl1trol mmbers fron sitos in the 
T 1I0R. 

(H) j,t 0730 on 8 Novel.bor six (6) ool,lEOYS and a FJ,LCON LFT crrived 
at Beor Cc,t to snpport 3/4 Infantry Division. Twelve (12) ~6s/)ults were 
were conriluGt"d os 455 troops were :noved; resupply WIlS conduct0d at oonclusion 
of the lift. In the TAOR, three (3) LRRP tG(1IllS WGre extrncted at the . 
cono;":usbn '.If thoir nisd"'!1' Cp3ration ;-!9rMion wes initir.ted by 2/503 todDY. 

(I) 9 Eovemb'lr was devoted to Ergle flights ns 8 UH-1D's and a LFT 
support~d tho 1/503 Inf'entry 

53 
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(J) 10 Novo:aber 1966: Operation :YJGr1dicn in the Toy Ninh.- OaU Tieng 
- Minh Thanh 1lI'en North of 'l~igon nsrr the Cn:"bodir,n boarder hns the a:nmOYS 
Fl'.LCON<:,nnd Cl!SP1l1R.'J working hard. .'3Uppls::l3nted J:ly 2 UH-lO's from the 
l45th f.vil't ion Brttelion froill Bien HOD, 700 f.RVN and 180 US troops are 
lifted in the Drea of Opcrrtion M"lr"di~n. 

(K) On 11 NoveD.bClr, all c04lpnny oircrnft ar" working at the ¥inh Thanh 
Special Forc9s Compound in support of Op~r(ltbn ;,lcridian. ,,lith the 2 UH-lO's 
frou the l45th, the CO'iBOYS conducted six (6) a~Sll.ults to deploy 460 bneri­
can troops. 

(L) On 12 Nover.lbar, 4 UH_IOrs in the :l.inh Thanh erea reposition 50 US 
troops. The company is now regulated to st'nd-by status at Minh Thllnh 
through th", 13th. ~<'lryonl) is squir~ning for act ion ~s J\;.1ericon units to the 
West of Minh Thanh ar3 killing VC r.t 1'\ pheno:ninD~ rate. 1.11 335th J.ction 
is linit'Jd to the Falcons rnrking reconncissanc~ flight into th9 1lI'''l1l of 
Operntion. 

(:~) 14 Noveuber 1966 finds Op"lr('.ticn :.j~r1di('n renrr,18d OpGri1tion 
J;ttleboro; DB it becomes clecr thrt this Operation is rapidly becQ;Jing thO) 
biggest operr.,tion to dot') in th9 Viettio.':l':1lI'. On th!s df.'Y the C01JEOY,S aM 
Fl.LCONS trcnsported 486 PIa'lricrn ond VietnoD.ese tro'Jps to secrch for the 
<;lnemy. 

(N) Early in tho t.1orning on the 15 of Nover,lber, a fake nS2ault of two 
lifts follow the T AC Air into an L'1: North of :1inh Thenh. The feign is a 
block to contain the VC in an area WIlr"; hi') cen be d'9stroyed. ~b fire rsc­
iev,d, but chalk 4 tri's to chop down a tree with his ,;uain rotor - slight 
blade dO!:1cgs, and the trtls is still standing. Lc.ter in th" rwrning two (2) 
asse.ults rGcievG fire going into an LZ - nsgitive hits. 

(C) 16, 17, &18 Novenbcr 1966 ngain find th,'l co~~p"'.ny on stnnd by Il.t 
lfdnh Tht'nh. Over tbr'l8 period only 239 us and lR1JN troops arC' liftGd. 

(p) On the 19 November, the CO~'JBCYS in s~v"m (7) asscults r,loved 384 
U,S ond ,:-;VN troops in 5l1ppcrt of Op"lution Atthboro. Lt 0830 hrs the 
C1;",PBrW Gr:r,] 0Y(jd .l'dY T./['rfnr·e I'gninst V10t Cong in th8 :1inh Thanh 1lI'9a. 
1. UH .. ·1 ~;i"':'(1 the 10.0 Sy~t8r.l !:'];oord dcliv'>rpd a cnrgo of death dAoling 811illll 
mor'Gn:C remits on on crea suspc;ctGd to horbor cn" .. ;.y 8lements. 

(Q) The 2~'Gh N(W~rlber lS66 concluded the 173rd lirborne Brigrd,~ part­
icipcti.Gl' '1:1 "."r~",",~·t~UG :,tt18to:i)o. Tho Brigd8 moved fro~" Minh Thenh to 
BiGIl E,>,. >,' "c', c,d" ThG P1LCO ::.3 flew over head cover, nnd th,~ COWBOYS and 
CLgpr~.J~,::' p:r\)v:~,~G[~ :::-eody rGection end C &: C • 

(Tl.) J.t :U,J.)C on th'.' 21st of November, three (3) I'ssnults lifted 144 
pl.'rDt,T(.qJ'l::'~ oC the 1/503 into on L --; nt T !'oR. /,t 1700 hrs the Brigade 
Lviatl.oll C:C':1J0:'.' alerted th'3 cO:lpany the 3d Brignd" of the 4th Infnntry 
Oivi"ion we,;: heavily enge,god with one!:lY e]l3D.'nts in the Rung .'Jot Special 
Zons Souther-st of Scigon. Five UI-I-lIl's scrllfilb10d to th,,> 1li1 of the unit 
working frota Nh~ Bhe Ncvnl Brse on the gong Dong Noi River. The CO':lBOY·S 
bre~.king (\ cardinal rule by working without the FI.I.CONS, all UP-IB's were 
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:10'wn fer mcintenenee, [Joved 78 troops into r9infore·?d positions in three 
(3) assl1ults. ! gun tSI:!O frOLl thG 145th Jvir.tion Frttclion co:vered the 
CCHBOYS. ;·lD.jor Johnson flying .1·3Dd jrGW firG nnd his ship, 884, took (l 

hit in the hft undersido. Th1 round stoppod agdnst the arl:lor plnte on 
which SF/') Dl1vis Trice WIlS sitting. ;-Icjor Johnson flew 884 sc.f'CJtly br.ok to 
Birm Hoc, but Trioe wns visibly shrunn ~s ho had only a fClwdr.ys to eOl;lpl­
etion of his Vi""tnQl:l tour. ThG CChrroy~ flight returmd to oorral at 
2200 hours. 

(s) On 22 N~velJb8r 1966, three (3) UR-IDIS and a LFI' support 3/4th 
Infnntry Divisions as 126 US troops And a large qunnity of su)pliGS Wer"l . 
mOV"ld. 

(T) 23 ~;ov"J:nber 1966 was sp('.nt on LRl"U' stand-by, with severd reoona 
for Operation l/0CO being eonduoted. THe CCHEOYS _ C:"SPER elEllaents support_ 
ing ths 4/503 at Dv Nrng was alerted for r"lturn to Bien Hoa. . 

(U) 24 Nov"Jl:loor 1966: The FJ.LOONS oondueted morning and (lvening ree~ns 
in the Priga1e Tl.oR. One LlHlP teno in the TiCOR wnB extreoted without 
incident. 

(V) :It 0800 hrs on thll 25 N:>veLlber, eight (8) UR-IDI s Dnd a LFI' Llc.de 
five (5) assl1ults into tho L3 18 in the Op8rction :·Iaco area, north of Highway 
#1 betW2'Jn Bi(m Hon nnd JOlnn Loo. 1:t 1800· hours two LRRP temOlS wero "ltlplnced 
south of Eellr Cnt. ~e:~y fire WD.S noiev(ld, but th'lrc wer" no oauulties or 
airoraft dcmltgl3. Two (2) OH-13' s returner] by f.ir Force C-130 froo Dr Nang. 

('1) 26 Novembl3r WIIS devoted in suppert of thG 1/503 in OpClrntion 1'[aoo 
aM 4/50:; ~+, r:n !lung. 

(X) On 27 N:lVG:~b(lr norr.Hll support of . :000 and LR'U' was "lerforLl()d. 
Training WDS conllwt"d by ~li flyablA ships mt oo;;naitted to oper~tionol 
l;;issions. (NOTE: Se," :tel::! IV Tre.ining) 

(Y) I.t 0800 hrs on the 28 Novercber the compony liftej 262 LWN and US 
troops in support of Opero.tirJn Tloco, The laming zone b",ing utiziod wos 
t> roughly oultivated fi.,B with str;cr.rps and roeks. Ls tho lift oP9rOs.ei,ed 
rotor wesh stirr~d up dl3nse clouo'ls of' dust and CC'.JBOY 614, caught in the 
t'urbulene~, ran out of pow8r Call.fll.ng loss of directional control. The ship 
turXlE'·l to the right epproxiLlvtly %70(} , strack F!. stULlP shNlring pl'rt of one 
tc.il rotor- blade. The pilot cut the power nnd 614 r~oained upright. The 
tail rotor was repl'.ir8d on the spot by HORSBTHISFand flowen baok to Bien 
Hor.. Major fra:ae rlccloge from tl13 ocoident sent the ship to Depot j/J!).intenn­
nce for overhnul. 

J.t liDO hrs two (2) LRRP teems were extrr..cted frou the l'aco area 
withoQt inoident. 

(z) The olosing 1nys of ~bvember were spent in support of Op'3l'ation 
Uniontown in the Brigdo TJ.OR, Oporntion '-1'000 east of Bien Hoa and the 
4/503 at Do Nrng • 

. -._-_._-- ---



III. M;)Nl'HLY S'l'i.T Isr ICS: 

SOl1TIr.:S 
HOunS 
Pl.X 
CJ'.RGO (Tons) 
i.IRCIWT HIT S 

IV. TRJ.INIlIG: 

2H
-
13 

31 
416 

UH-lB(i:) 
1086 

475 

UI-I-IB 
52J) 
171 

UH-ID 
52.i9 

1297 

TOT IJ., 
7476 
2149 

11464 
243 

2 

The training high-lights for !bve:llbor was the on-the-job typo:; of train­
ing conduct.?] as the COWBOYS ,~nd FLLCONS supporte:1 the 3rd Brigdo of the 
4th Infantry Division. ThO) Unit, just arrived in country, wc.s conducting 
operations to th" S(mthw"st of Boar Cat as they propared themselvas for 
tho dO!llall'Jing enviroment of th8 W[ r in Vietnarol. Tho 335th, provi:b:l 
~Cad3:lic intrc/luction to helicopter oper,·tiona nnel utilizc.tion anl then 
provi ':io:1 the 3r:! Brigcde with the cllpibility of conducting aimobi13 
operllti'lIl's, resupplying by r,ircraft arY! using ·~r: .• ed holicopt0rs in support 
of ,round oPerctiona 

Training with the L:'11.i' 1 S was conductej provUing refresher trnining for 
drc:raf.t cr',cws on'l for petrol rJembers. Finolly, nor:Jo1 trcining of n8W 
pilots ~11':1 "k.n".Driization training for veteran pilots continued os a large 
NUl:lb~l' of no:.;T.c; ,;8re logged in 8xtensi VG cross-country training. Th'3 COlmoyS 
ranged to Fh[.n T':li(3t, Can Tho, and 1I1.mg Tcu logging training tioe. 

,: e,)J'or.l::ny w~,s held at 0800 hrs on 4 liIOV'lLlber 1966 in tho company ~.r8D 
as ;1Ilj ';ohnson d0eouted ten la9r.1bors of the unit. 

KUHBLf.NK, Riehllrcl C. 
Z.:B;RSKY, Fr·~deriek G. 

S:.NDE:r~S, Gary G. 
lill'l:'lL71G~lEN, Lonnie L. 

V1.NCS, John D. 
LOVGB.EN, PlJ.ul 'J. 
PLYNS, MellTin L. 
EJi~:,cobj( ~ 1-[illiom :~. 
LUCLS, Dolb8rt G. 

Cnptain 
captain 

1;'()1 
Ct:'.ptain 

lilt 
captain 
SGT 
PFC 
SP/5 

56 

.-----------.--~-----.---~.....--....,.------~--'--.---.. 

Distinguish91 F.lying Cross 
Distinguished F.lying Cr:Jss 
Lir :.fu-lal 1,/"V'1 

Bronz '3tar 
Distinguishel F.lying Cross 
j:ir :19::101 1,1/ "V" 
Br'Jnzo <::tcr 
/rillY Co .. uaen:1ation 1,1/"V" 
Besie "ir 1-19101 
Basic Lir lIoG'.io1 
Basic ilir M'ldo1 
Purple Il'lart 
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335TH ,WIi.TION C01·,f:.lf": (,URI'IOBILE LIGHT) 
APO 96250 San Fr~ncisco, California 

1 January 1967 

iUBJECT: Xionthly History of the 335th 1.viation Company (i.1.tt,lobile Light) 
1 December 1966 through 31 December 1966 

TO: Commanding Clfficer 
335th i.viation Canpany (j.itmobilc Light) 
• .PO San Francisco 96250 

I. ORGl.NIZ:.TION 1.ND DESIGN/.TION: 

(1.) J.irlift Platoons: COVIBOYS 
20 ml-lD "slicks" 
1st i.irlift Platoon -- R/;,dRODS 
2nd J.1rlift Platoon -- liUSTJ.NGS 

(E) l.rmed Holicopter Pl~toon: nLC01S 
8 UI-I-1B "J.rnled Helicopters" 

(C) l73d AVi~tion F~toon: CJ.SPERS 
2 UH-lD Comr,land &: Control, 1 UH-lB Comraand & Control 
1 UH-lB "12 or Clock High" ~UJ) System 
6 OH-13S HOT STUFF. "l.ero Scouts ll 

(D) Hll.intenance l66th Transportati::lU Detachment 
1 m:-1D -- HORSf!:THIEF 

(E) 25th Hedicr.l Detachmont 

(F) 234th Signal DotaclT;lcnt 

II. OF'ERi.TIONS: 

Ci.) December began with thc C01IlBO>.S, FI.LCONS and Cl.5FERS providing the 
l73d J;,irborno Brigade (Separate) with iJrnY J.viation support on Operation 
Uniontown and Wl:;CO II. 'I'fll'C(; (3) UH-lD's continued to support tho Brigcde' s 
4th Battalion, 503rd Infantry operation out of Da Nang in the I Corps crea. 

Everyonc feels that tho month of Deccrlbor will bo a slow flying nt'Jnth 
with vcry little one.I1Y action .. Howcver, these opt:lmistic predictions ,li11 
by Nc~ Year's have provod very inaccurate. 

(E) 1.t 0700 h'Jurs on 2 December, a message from the clement at Da Nang 
reported that COVIBOY 902, a llH-lD, supporting the 4/503d sustained artcnsivo 
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canbat dtlll\age whon a booby trap was detonated tlgoinst it.WO Ted H. Binghaill. 
and we Basil D. Freemon wc.re resupplying on elemant in a seeure landing zono· ... 
JJJJ tho ship CllI1le to a hover on a rough PSP helipad, 0 scrap of paper on too 
-pad was swirled up thnueh tho air by the rotor turbulenoe. This paper was 
attach~d to a wire that p~llcd tho pin on a fra~entation grenade. The rosult~ 
ing explosion dEmagcd the skids, fuselage and rotor blcdes. Tho pilots, 
althrough badly shoken, got the ship on the ground safelY. One possenger had 
shrapnel in his log, and the gunner, sp/4 ~!ark Seabury, had minor wounds in 
ono leg. Investigotion revealed thnt one of the Vietnamese boys playing near 
tho landing zone had been trained and paid by the Viet Cong to set the booby 
trap. 

This incident was a costly raainder that the Viet Cong are determined to 
destroy aircraft nnd arc cxtremelY crafty and skilli'ul in their mathods~ The 
tanding area had been cheeked by the infantry for minos ond traps, but tho 
metal in tho PSP disguised the grenad0 from mine detecters and the human eye 
was deceived by the ingenious cmnouflage and innocent firing method. 

/,t 0800, 10 UtI-lD's and a light firo tetml lifted 260 JJ1VN and US tn:lps 
to Bien Hea in termination of Operation Waco II. Jodditionnl support for the 
move was provided by 10 UH-lD's and fire toalils fran the WJ.RRIORS, an airmobile 
company based at Soc Trang as a manber of the 13th IIDelta II J.viation Battalion. 

(C) J.t 0800 on 3 December, an awards ceremony was held in the Canpany 
area. Major Johnson decorated 19 officers and 23 enlisted men (NOTE: Item V). 
Six UH-lD's and a liGht fire tellrn worked put of Saigon transporting a 59 foIan 
socurity force ready to react to any trouble connected with a speech bcing 
made in Saigen by South Viotnamese Praniel' Nguyen C£lO Ky. No troublc was 
oncounteJ:ied. 

Two UH-lD's returned to Bien Hoa after supporting the 4/503d £lt~a Naps. 

(D) DeCer,lbel' 4th and 5th were spent in support of the 173d JJ.rborne 
Brigade on Operation Uniontown. On 5 December, five UH~lD' s supp:>rted FFVII 
in the III Corps aroa. 

(E) J.t 1100 hours on 6 December, a F/.LCON Light Fire Toam flew c:Jnv:JY 
cover as the 4/503d foI:lvod fran Bjen Hoa to Positien Lark (Y8 173868) on High­
way 15 South of Bien Hoa.THis move opened the Brigade's Operatioll Canary/ 
Duck, a Nad runnel' :Jllq'atien designed to secure the hi&hway fran Vung Tau 
to Bien Hoa for n~ Comb£It units arriving in ViGtnam. . , 

(F) J.t 0800 on 7 December, 10 UH-lD's and a 1FT moved 162 paratroopers 
into positions . around Lark. J.t 1600 hours, 3 UH·lD and a LFT inf3.1trated 
two (2) LRRP tOI:ll'ilS into landing zonas in the Cnn£lry/Duek area. All otho.r 
~issions on 7 and 8 December were in supp~rt of Brig£lde Operation's Union-
tOlm and Canary/Duck. ' 

(G) On 9 Decer,lber nomal support was flown with 62 troops repositioned 
;i.n the Canary/Duck urea. One (1) UH-lD supported Field Forces VII~ 



(H) On 10 Deccnbcr, 140 paratroopers were lifted in .:; assaults in the 
Canary/Du.ck area. I.t 0800, Me;! or Johnson dccoroted .1'outoon members- 0.1' tho 
Canpany. 98 troops wore repositioned in 3 Ci.' s on 11 DecOlllber .... 

(I) Ten (10) UH-lD's and a fire tCtJil conducted .1'our (4) assaults fran 
Bear Cat to Position Lark, meving 269 paratroopers. On one landing at Lark 
COWBOY 674 lost power on approach, turned 900 to the right; slammed into 
the road and struck his fast moving mdtl retor blades into the spinn;pg tall 
rotor of CGIBOY 557. Damage was sustained by both ships, but a' lltt:j.e green 
tape in the right places and 0 change of toil r'Jtors nlade them safe for 
maintenance flights to Bien Hoa. l.t approxlmatcly 1500 hours, a FALCON L:l,ght 
Fire Tean testing weopon systems CNer War Zone liD" received a call fra:! an . 
.l..ir Force Fl.C who had spotted men in black pajamas fleeing into it wood lino.· 
The fire teem scrDlilbled to tho spot ond put rockets and machineguns on tho­
target with unkn~m results. 

(J) ~t 0930 on 13 December, UH-lD 738 was hit in the tail boom by ~all 
arms fire while involved in a repositioning of troops in the Canary/Duck areal 

(K) Decanber 14th rnd 15th were normal support days. However, on the 
night of the 15th, 2 UH-lD' sand a LFT conducted a night observation mission 
over the Rung &It Spocial Zone to the Southwest of the Cnnary/Duek area. 
Sampans had beon operding on the waterweys nt night, and with the aid of 
artillery nnd PUFF TEE Nt.GIC DREGON th~i:';'ugh·_ surveillance of the area was 
conductcd. The results were not spectacular, tho VC would not venturo fron 
hiding with the blood thirsty Fl.LCONS prowling overhead. 

(L) J.t 1300 hours on 16 December, the ~'i.LCON 87 firc· tetJil wes scrambled 
to support a platoon of E troop, 17th Cavnlry in contact with the Viet C8ng 
at Coordinpt.es YS 305863. The fire terun put in recket and maehinogun strikes, 
The lJ.r fiirce;,,-fic,hters hit the area, then 12 O'Clock High brought snoke on the 
VC. DUSTOF"F 10l.~ came in to medevac the wounded. F/J.,CON 87 covered as 104 did 
an outstanding job with a hoist and jungle penetrator. Contact apparently brokon, 
FliCON 87 went to Lark to refuel os DUSTOFF headed to the 93d Evac hospitel at 
Long Binh. TONTO II, an!.1r Force FLC, called that the Cr:valry HUS in contact.. 
again and red more wounded. The Cavalry w~_s now reinforced as six (6) UH-:-lDt;s': 
rushed 36 Horse Soldiers into an LZ 200 moters South 0.1' the embattled f~rce •. 
DUST OFF 104 ca',le buck on station and pulled three more wounded to sefoty.~-.104 
put on an outsknding ClChibition of flying skill as he hovercd at the top of 
the jungle hoisting the wounded to safety. His skill was a tribute to l.xuy 
J.viation end an ClC1)I,lplo of the :iJiuneasurable aid these pilots provide to the 
imeriean fighting tlan. The 335th J.viation C(];1parw (Joirmobile Lil.ht) tips its 
hat to DUSTOFF 104 of the 254th Medicol Dctucbment, (Helicopter .i.mbulance) LonE 
Binh, Republic of Vietnam. 

The harrassed platoon of E(17th Cavalry finullywas extracted ("em tho 
battle us the COWBOYS pulled them from a rough jungle landing zone. 

(N) .1.11 missions on 17 and 18 December were in normlll support of tho 
Brigade on Operr.tions Cr:nary/Duck and Uniont~m. 10 UH-lD's li.1'ted 420 
troops in sevon (7) assaults. 
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.. ' .. 
(N) a,rly en the mornin[ of 19 Dccr:mb(;r 1966, five Ul-I-1D's from the RA},RODS 

,lith a FAiCO!J Li, ht Fire 'feam beEell W uro~::ifl0 probl<ml'lith ,:/17 Cavalry • 
The RAHtODS worked in the o:}on, H()t m~rsh land C Gt of Dear Cct along the 
Dong Nai lli. ver. Placing troo :16 into positions and r(inforcing "'he n conte ct 
we,s me,de, seH-:ral Viet Gong WHO hilled or cP,ptured. COWBOY 81;9 landed to 
pick up a prisoner and an ~.utomet.ic Hu'pon op<':ned U;1 from a concC'2,led }osition. 
i;gt Coley L. Andr<;ws, 849' s coor gunner, mortdly lIounded b,' the fire 
"liaS rushed to th:.: 93d b"dice.l Lve,cuetion Hospite.l I'liKrc he diEd se;vera.l 
hours later. The e.ircrdt h2d extr,nsive damage; to the: fud syst( m. 

CAJi-'I:R 611, a UH-ID CE C ship, later in the day landed ncrr tb, spot 849 
hrd be:en hit. Surprise:! the Viet Cong shot him too, slight d,meg" and no 
injuries. 

333 troops of the h/503d I'lGre cxtrr cted in the dt.c- rooore b'o t ,"n C1Wl30Y-', 
I·lith FALCU, cove,r. Viet Cong 'lGrc in the v,rce" but th(;rc; '"as negative fir(, 
As the fin~l uctrF-c'i-.ion ',1M madc.: tr.( infantry firod Cla;'lIloro mines on four 
sidc;s of t~",-, ?Z tOFP.rd tLc II/ood line.. 

(0) On 20 December B.t OlOe hours, sc.vcn (7) UE-ID's r(p')sition0d 143 
paratroo;xrs in SUP)ort of O)0rdion Uniontmlll. 

(p) At 0800 on 21 Dccemb,:r 1966, thE' 335th Avia.tion Comp~ny (Airmobile -
Light) o,)e;n<:d the Battle of :,tum), v c~mpe:ign th~t \,'1'S to ',ntpil hro FS8~"llts 
,.nd t',TO extrt.ctions from t.he' sam0 l.C'I1uing ~onr,. Tr,:: lcnc'ing zone w s en 
o;xmine in dens( junGle South of B()~r Ce.t at y, 308 857. Tho arw '1*.' .. 9 

approxin'B,tc.ly the size of 2. footbe.ll fidd\dth 200 foot. tr(es surrotl"ding 
it; inside, this hole, tree,s of various :,de-hts ",:re sca.ttered a.bout. End a 
thick c2..rpct of undE-rground covered fallm trees, sttunps, ditchr s Fnd )it 5. 

RUnning fro! l:orth to South in the E ·,m.S c. belt of trees end brush 10 
meters ,dde thG.t cut tile L~, in llalf. This 1:~ had been used by three CO'.IJ30Y,,) 
in an cmcrC8ncy (.xLraction of two elem",nts :Jf r;/17th C£.vc.1I"'J on '6 D':c€mbcr 
1966. 

The COIBOYS, using ten ships in hlO flights of five shi;Js ea d" stormed 
inte "SMJP" at oroo hours ',lith par~troo:J(rs of 4th ;3att.alion, 503rd Infantr'T, 
Alph1;. flight choTed the L2 under t;'" lot.d~rshi') of CCr13JY 6, ~,ejor Ernest 
H. Johnson. Bravo }'light, lod by CO~lboy 5, ~,e.jor IknI"" J. Victor, hit thE. 
L2 Md the troops were 18a;Jing off from five to ten feet hovers. f 3 Bravo 
flight liftod off, the radio crr,ckl.cd "Le&.d this is trail, '10 just lost 
our t'il rotor c.nd g0£'.r box. II HOR'jETIUU rO£'.r2( in from his ,.C'.gle ,,:rG )osit­
ion ?bove the flight, £'.nd the battle lias und~r\·lI!.y. ThG CO~iBOYS ]loured troolls 
onto th<: LZ to secure the aircrc,ft under repair, and th(' Viet Cong, coming 
a.live around the L::; sprayod autom0.tic H0P.;Jon £'.nd small arms fire up throu[h 
the jungle at the CO, 130YS ?nd F,~1CON3. The gunships rollod in on firing 
passes £.s thG slicks marked vlith 3moke Dnd suprcssGd. The Air Forc' sent 
in fight-urs to strike the, enomy positi(ms, c.nd c,rtHlery hrlllllJ( rud the e:)',)rorch 
c.nd depr.rture pc.ths from thl: lc.nding zone. HovlOvcr, th,) VC pnlved to be 
cxtrcnely te:nacious M ('~ch lift rGceiv(;d fire. n!-lD 910, comme.nded by 
\'1Cl41 ~Rodney G. Heckenru:m, took seven (7) hits. One round exploded D smoke 
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grenade in th"" gunn,.r's COID)artmcnt, burinp Pfc Thomas it.Sanchez's e'rE,,; and burning 1'1r. Hcck"rmr.n on th, £rill. 

At tho first fUe.ling stop, l.e.jor Victor with Sc:vera.l hits and sufi, ring violont in-flight vibrdions shut dO\m 701, j mped into 674 and conthu~d to lead his flight. Fine.lly, a.f't.cr elGvGn lifts the rc 1-1( rrc 50 prretroo?"rs in StuIllp looking for Charliu, and 799 he.d been rGpP-ir0d to the poi.nt of be ing saf", to fly to Bim HOD .• 

(~;) Ln OH-13S, CleS?};:! 1;.19, flo1m by;"O Bill R',rnolds rc·ccivcd t·,10 (;;) hits in th" vicinity of L'~ ;,tump ~lhilG marking enemy struc"'urcs for ground troQ:Js. Mr. Reynolds made a prt·caution~.ry Ipnding at posi.tion lar1<. A Chinook was callGd in, and '>19 ;.as sling lQeded to Bien go~ for rcpl!irs. 

(R) On 23 December 1966, the Cq.f]30y', begen the day ,lith 10 Ur-·1 D's end hro Licht Fire Teellls lifting 772 troo:.>s of the 1/503 Infentry and th" 199th Infe.ntr;v Brisade into L2 I S South of Bi,;n Hoa. At mon the COWBOYS returned to tbe "Correl" for a briefing end change of some aircraft. cornmar.dorn. 

At ?'))roximetoly 130e, 10 UH-' D B.nd 4 UP-IR' s d'·'Je.rtcd Bien Fo£ for ,'ick up' 'zone Stump CY.) 308857). Tl:c 4th Battalion, 503rd Infent!'" \res o,?ere­ting. in the a.ree. of Stump end lles to be extrEcted to Dim Hoe prior to nirht fe.ll in order to be out of ,"nullY conto.ct· 'Jrior to th' 'lcginning of the Christmas Truce at .700 24 LiecrlrbGr. The ;Jic), U) zon, ~(e.s enVred fiv. (5) ships e.t a time, end b~cD.Us,~ of til(' extremely high be.rri,. rs on ell four si(les of tl18lP~, limit"d fuel loe.ds and fiv: (5) troops }' r aircrdt ·'cr·, scheduled. THO extre.ctiono by cach flight \{c,re accom:)lish"d hcforc· 2.ny fire 'ras r"ceivEd. un th~ third approD.ch Alpho:. Flight betD.ll recoiving intense e.uj·omrtic "<'[pons fir". Flight routes, [.pproc.ches and d(;p~.rturos, w re ~.ltcred '''V'IY possible ',.r~y to e.void the int"ns€' groul'.d fire, by I·,e.jor Johnson in C01;JB0Y leed. Shut­ting dOltm for fut'.l after eight lifts frolll STUKP, Ca;:>t~in Tucker and '[0 Dnnitz found e. 50 caliber hole in one bla.de of the ma.in rotor. Ca·)trin ~:ood and liLt Steed found fuel drrininE' from e. wound in the belly of thdr aircreft and 8. bullet hoI" in the fuselage behind Lt Ste-cd' s heed. Both cre,"s ma.de , quick rcpe.irs and ,rere ready for tho next lift. On t2.ke off Major Cochre.n \ 'nd 1.'0 Legg lost ;)ower end put their ship back on the refueling field. Sp4 \ .'aul 'hite, their CreNchief, m"do e r[.pid survey a.nd found the engine intake clogged ,lith grass ~.nd dirt. After D. re.pid clc?ning job, the ship I*.'S bEck in the flight. 

The afternoon ',r.re rClpidly on as lift efter lift broU{ ht th· .. · po.re.troop'rs out of the PZ. As the troops in the: ".th Be.tte.lion a.rel'. dllindlcd, the Viet Cong, inspLe of TAC Air, Arillcry end th" 2.rmE,d helicopters, were closing into the Tery edges of 0.11 four sidus of the PZ. Fe.ch lift int.o th, PZ found the FALCOnS pouring tremendous sup:~r(ssivL fire under the CO BOYS, suppressing sf .. vC)ral .50 co.lib"r positions. The F.LCOr\. pilots flew suicide runs on the pesitions to draw fire away from the vulnereble "slick" p.ircra.ft. hany »f th(.s,; pe.ss ... s lier" nw.de with lit-tIe or no tlDmunition, one pilot flyin[, end one pilot firing pistols out the cockpit windo"s. 

----------------_._----



On the last refuelinc stop, Pic i:euSOtlO, accident~·ll:r W/'.9 thr"'WI'i fMr'- tho 
Crewchiof seat of his aircraft at 5 feet. l{e .va s evacuated to the 93rd 
Evac Hospital at Long Binh with a back injury. Lt Stribling, now had only 
one door gunner and I,as told k fly his ship to Bien Hoa for repair -- it 
was not capable of further flight. Lt Stribling, hOl,ever, knowing that if 
he left the area the troop helicopters ~,ould be hurting for eover, explained 
the situation to his crew and then led his fire team back on station. 

Rain was now falling in the area of the operation, and as the time passed 
it, beca me obvious thai:. the Viet Cong 'Hero doing their utmost to delay the 
extraction so that a small group of HBerieans would be trapped in tho PZ 
overnight. The ground fire grel" intense with eaeh lift, the rain mado 
visibility poor and the approaches and departures to the obstaclc-st)ldded 
pieifup'zone. bOOO'.10 :l horr:j.ble nightt:1t1.l;'e. But the Ca-IBOYS and FALCONS, 
following iIaj or Johnson to the last man, \Jcre not to be denied thc accomplish .. 
ment of their mission. With s:lxty (60) paratroopers remaining on "STmIP". 
I'Iajor Johnson asked the COWBOYS if thero was a ship that could not lift 
six (6) troops on the last.lift. There' was no reply to hie question, the 
tense sile.nce indicating that mrocimum of'fort was going to be expended on 
this last load. even though scne of the weakor ships Inth only five troops 
had been baroly staggering ovor the 200 foot trees around tho PZ on previOUS 
lifts. As the tl;e flights came in vory close together, the Viot C.:lng fires 
wero returned with !:larked violence. The troops on the ground, nC'W forming 
a tight perillleter around the small rise the COWBOYS were using as a pickup 
point and placinc 11-79 fire behind then. attested to the deadly drlllila thai:. 
was being played out in the jungle PZ. The last COWBOY cleared the trees 
safely, and the two flights joined for the trip to Bien Hoa. Heavy rain 
showers blocked tho path hane, Najor Johnson, ta lldng to the C(M30YS nll the 
wny, led the flight through a light spot in the stom. Just out of tho 
stom, Lt Beasl~J and WO Haekerman reperted an electrical fire aboard their 
ship. Hnkinr:; a precautionary landing in a Cavarly position South of Bien 
Iba, the crml extinguished tho fire and detel.T.lined that the ship was safe 
to fly to Dien lloa. 

At .final assessment, the CGlBOYS had transported n total of 772 troops 
during the relatively quiet morning lifts and extracted appror'!:lntely 700 
troops from PZ Stump. The FALCONS and COWBO'lS with the Air Force1s nine 
F-100ls and two (2) F-5 1s and the artillory1s 105mu and 8 inch weapons 
expended: twenty (20) ,OOlb banbs, twelve (12) 7501b bcr,lbs (nspalmj, 
six (6) CBUI s, 100 Rockets, 4,400 reunds ef 20 mtl llo,mlunition, B9tOOO rounds 
of 7.62 tlaehincgun ammunition, 2,000 reunds of 4OtUl1 s)ll!i1unition, 420 2.75 
rockets, 457 r:Junds of 10,I11r.1 a/.ullunition, and 8 reunds of 8 inch O'iu,mnition. 

(S) J.t 0700 hours on 24 Dcccr.lber 1966, the 48 hour Christmas truce vlent 
inte effect. Liaison, legistieal and reconnaissance missions were £lOl'1n on 
tho 2hth with no 0ncr,IY initie.ted inc:J.dents reported. 

Christl.1as Day wn s a quiet day as the truco continued with only light 
missions. 
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(T) The Christi:lns Truce ended :-.t 0600 :m 26 Decel·.lber 1966 •. S:i;x: UlI-lD l s 
repositioned 131 pardroopers in support of Operation Cannry/Duek •. Three 
(3) UR-Inl s covered by a 1FT lifted 30 tro:lpo in support of the J/503d con­
ducting oporutiJns in tl1e Brigade TLOR. 

(U) Horr,lill. sU;'lport ::If tho BriGade uc.s f1::11'll1 during the ckty of 27 Ucc01:Jber. 

(v) I~t 1430 hours the llUSTl.l!G. clcr,lent l1C.S supporting E/17th CavnlrJ- in 
the open rice padc'ies Hest of Bear Cut. UI-I-iD 567 received sniper fire 'IIhilc 
unloading troops in a LZ, one round struck the encine c:Jubusti:m section. 
1'l0 John LeGG lifted off to upprox:iI.lute~' 10 fec.t, but put his ship on the 
ground us the onGine fdled. HOP.s:CTEIEF CN.le in to begin recovery ~Iork and 
a sniper hit one of the j',1Ilintenanco porsonno1 in the hand. 1. Chineok 1,as 
cnlled t:J tho rescue. and the ship ~ms lifted to Bien Hoa. 

l.t 1815 hours n LPJlP extrnction uns cc.lloc1 for in nn nren to the South­
Hest of Benr Cat. Throe UI-I-lD l s covered by a 1FT "loved in t::l r,wko c. routino 
pick up. ,~s n COl'JBOY lot d01'll1 to l.Ic.ko the e::trnetion, Viet Cong opened 
fire fror.: positions nround the pick up zone. The FALCON 81 fire tenT,1 rolled 
in to suppress tho enor,]y fire. l,s Fl~CON· 82, flOlIn by Cl'10 D[Cn Norton nnd 
1.0 Gnry Peyton, br:)!:o fr::r.l his firing pnss a henv-.;' auter.wtiCJ lIenpon shot 
the e..ngine nl,c::,' nnc. destroyed the cyclic eJntnls. Cl-1O Norton entered .:::utJ­
rotation nt trec.to:'l level c.nd plunged into e sr.;<,.ll, rough elancing, lIlJippil1g 
off n pair :)f rockets as he creshod throuc;h the trees. vl0 Peyton,Jl1 tho 
f1ox-r,]achinoc,1U1s, fired the Nenpor-Ii until the ship finl1lly ccr,le to rest. 
i.ll erm, r.lCI.Jbors Here nlive, but the creHehiof, Sp/4 Luther, "r.s soverl;:;' 
burned n nc1 hn e: to be helped mmy fra,] the vlrc.oI:nge. SSGT KilgJrc, the 3-2 
aerip.1 observer c.bonre', the shi;:;, lltr.d.o tHO tri~)s into the burning l'lrecl:nge 
to Jbk.in lIcnpJl1s for ('.dense. Viet Cong in the erGn Here firing at the 
C:~Ir:ed CJ:'OlI, but a UH-lD fblln by \\TO Rdl1l1!icl~s and ':10 Hillier,] llenke.r, 
stloopccl eCOlIn ane~ sndched the c1Olll1ccl crell frot'.l the. ronecs of thc. Viet C~l1G. 

The drerc. It ltns destnyed p.nee tJkll:" consu-,wc1 by fire. The crcu lias 
flOlm to tho 931'd ;~vnc Ibs;-:'ikl, dl rctur~:ce, to duty exeept the crC1'lchief 
Hho He s sent to the United Sktcs. 

(VI) en 29 J.;ec-,]ber 1966, 300 tro0ps of tl;G J./503 Here lifted in 5 CJ~t s 
in support ofO,)crction Uni:mtovll1. Ten (10) UB-lDls and 2 LieTls lifted 
545 trJo;?s 0i' the.. 2/503 in support of Cnnnr;."/Duck end the Bnttle of LZ 
"STUiIP". The 2/503 uas Slleepine the nren nrou~:C: LZ Stur,]p. 

(X) On 30 Deceuber nt J.630 hours nn nssc.tllt ,·ms r,Hecle on n tnx collection 
point South of j}erJ' Co-to Ho resisk.nce Hr. s encOi.U1tered. 1.Iter this lift nn 
LRRP ~Ins eJ:t1'c.ckec. r.nd clcnents ::If E/17th Here c:::tr.:::ctcd frQ'.: posi tbns 
1'1est Qf Boru' Cat. 3nnll utits Here Lft in :)lc.c,- .:::s O!:lbush pr,trols. 

(Y) The "ec.r of lS66 ended quietly es the 173d J.irborne Brig.:::c1e (Sep­
nrc.to) contiil.~ec' to o;:Jornte South of Bec.r Cct. TIle COl-JBOYS, FnCO],S and 
C1.SPI:RS conti[uc( to provide the 173d with the fii1Gst i.:rr,]y i.viatiol1 support 
[Cvuilr.ble in 'Gl10 l1~rlee. Pnrr.trQ:)pcrs of the Bri[;c.do cont1J:m.od til) 
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search tho aroa ar::lund tho notorious position ~tump. Very little enOl~lY con­
tact wns f.llldo, however, the Viet Cong c'Jntinue to snipo, booby trnp Ilnd run­
bush. PrOlaise of tho C01-/BOYS returning t::> LZ Stump ;7aS strong Ilnd every f.lun 
GXpects to ollC ::>untor henvy r esistunce. 

III. 110l!TIlLY STl.TISTICS: 
OH-13 

TOTI.L SQT,TIES: 577 

HOURS: 259 

P/Jr.: 

Cl..RGO (tons): 

AIRCRllFT HITS : 

IV. TRJllllING 

UH .. lB(J.) 
1206 

554 

UH-lB 
591 

219 

UH-lD 
5956 

1650 

TOTl.L 
8330 

2682 

12031 

177 

16 

Trnining during Doeor,lber was restricted by the cxtrOI:IC oporctionnl cC1;1i too 
merr~s. The l:1onth recorded an cxcoptiol1Cl.l nw,lber o!' fJ;ying hours plus r11lt:\)r 

hours not 103();ed while LRRP, Eagle Flight and Fire Te1Jl<1s stood by for arry 
missions the Brigndo 11ight have. Nortlal stnndarrlizlltio nand crientation was 
conducted for nOlJ pil::>ts Ilrriving in the unit. 

V. J;.vuJ.'m J.NO DECORl.TIOm: 

(1.) i.t 0800 ::>n 3 DOeCf.lber 1966, Hljor Johnson decoratod CWO Dnniel S. 
Norton i·li:bh Il Distinguished FlyillG Cross for actions in }1lll'ch of 1966. Cllptan 
Paul Ii. LQ'Vgren wns presentod Il Brenze Stlll' for r.leritorious servico as lJ.r­
Crnft Car,lw:mdor 0:1: the Brigo.clo Cor,u.mncling Gonernl's UH-lD. Eighty-~lO (82) 
othor officers und enlisted l~lon uore presentocl Busic idr Iledals in tho C:l1lp~.rry. 

(B) l.t 0800 on 10 DeeC1:1ber 1966, Najor Johnson decorlltod fourteen (14) 
IIa;lbors of tho Ccr,lpr,rry. Ineludod was Iln ldr Hedal with "V" device for horoisr.1 
.;:'<lsented to 1/Lt Willoughby S. Goin III for his bravery in £lying 11 fully 
=led UH-lB out of Il parking area, Ilt night, when tho Viet Cong hIld sabotagocl 
Ilnethvr a.t\::lCd helic ::>pter. 

(C) Co1::>ne1 Rebert C. Shaw, acting Brigade CO',uaander, deeorntod sixty­
four COWBOYS and FALCONS for their action on 23 eCCf.lber 1966 Ilt the Battlo 
of nSTUHP n. CrovTchiefs and gunners i~ere decoratecl with i.rtlY Ca;1l7lendlltioll l'iodllls 
with nv" dovices Ilnd Aircrllft Ccnr,lI:mdors lllld I:ilots wore presented Air .'lodlllJ3 
with nVI! devices. Najar Johnson and Capkin 1.food are boing r0co~U1lOnded for 
tho DFC £l.S flight lOllders on the r.lission. JILt Stribling is pending a Silver 
Star for exoeptional gallllntJ:"J dcr,!::>nstr£l.ted while fJ;ying £I. bllttla..donaged gun­
ship through hellVY onor;ry firo. 

PROVIDING THE 173D f.IREORNE BRIGJJ)E (SEPi.ru.m) 
\'/ITH THE MOST PROl!"'ESSIONJ.L AIRJ:;IOBIill SUPPORT 

i.VillL.l.BIE IJlYtfflERE IN THll: WORUl. 


