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164th Aviation Group (Combat), 1st Aviation Brigade; U Army

SSION: _
Provide aviation support as directed to U3 , GVN and other Free World
Military Assistance Forces for the conduct of combat and loglatical
counter-insurgency operations in Cambodia , while continuing to support
this extension of pacification and essential combat task throughout
the IV Corps Tactical Zone,
SNCEPT O OPERATIONS
164th CAG supports th? 7th, 9th, st and Lith sz'z; operations with
Task Foroe_l Blackhawk, Cougar, Guardian and forces in search and destroy
eperations in Cambodia, Seeking elimination of Ve/va forces, storge sites,

- and sanctuaries,
0 4

During the period 29 April-l9 May 1970; the 144th Aviation Group (Combat )
supported the Army of the Hepubligs of Vietnam and other Governmant forces
of the IV Corps Tactical Zone in eperations in Cambodia, On 29 April, a
task force under the control of the $th ARWN Division invaded Viet Cong
and NVA sanctuaries in the Crow's Nest area of Cambodia, Growid forces
were supported by the D 3/5 and B 7/1 Ady Gavdjy Troops and gunships

of the 235th AWC. Aerowscouts nd gunships inflicted 122 XBA cn the
eneny and the supported ground troops killed 380 of the eneny,

From 2 my-ﬂuy; A and C Troops of the 7/1 Armored Cayalry .‘:\quudron and
elomants of the 235th AWC flying gunship with VNAF elements, supported
the 9th ARVN Divigion in Operation Rock Crusher 1I, Thls operation waa
almed at sanctuaries in the Parrotly Beak area,
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" Pookets of heavy enemy resistance were encountered, but sccurate gunship

strikes disorganised and demoralized the VC forces. In all, the gunships ‘
killed 277 enemy pononml; out of a total body count of 1202,

Beginning on 9 May 1970; GVN ground, air and naval forces began opsration
Cuuz Long I; a concerted drive up the Makeng River to Panom Fenh, with
ansociated search and destroy operations along the banks of the river,
particularly in the vicinity of the Ferry Crossing (WT 3144). During

the 11 days of operation Cuu Long I, from 9-19 May, elements of the lé4th
Aviation Group (Combat) flew ].6;000 hours of combat assault support
niuionl.. The Group killed a total of 558 of the enemy, which was over
fifty percent of the total 1106 enemy eliminated in the operation,
Throughout: the period 29 April-l9 Hay, Chinocks of the 27lst and 147th
Assault Support Helicopter Company provided troop redeployment and rempﬁ&\.
capability in support of the operations in Cambadia, Assigned and attached
maintenance parsormel worked around the clook to meet alyoraft commitments.
The headquarters element established a forward CP and provided the necessary
commnications and command funstions to coordinate an extended and complex
oplnt.ion in an unfaliliasr A0, The efficiency and spirit with which all
mambers of the léLth CAG porrormod thelr duties is indicated by t.ho fact
that group aircraft flew over 47 700 hours during the month of May,

than any previcus menth by over 2,000 hourl._

The 164th Aviation Group (Combst) provided professional aviation support

in furtherance of the objectives of the Proa;ldent of the United States.

4 total of 1909 enemy wers killed in the Cambodian operation, of which 1190
ware KBAS credited to 164th Group eloments., Another 270 ensmy were captuxg;
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and 329 suspecta detained, These severs losses disrupted enemy pressure
on the government of Canbodia. Enemy logistical facilities and activities
in the border areas were dislocated, Captured supplies inocluded 1896
indivinual and 269 ocrew served wuponl; ;8 tons of mmit.iom; 75 tons of
rice, and 3 tem of medital supplies. The capture of these suppliea and
sgpecially tho denisl of the enemy's long~hold sanctuaries will inhibit
enemy astivity in the IV CTZ for months and ellow GVN to make acoelerated
progress in pacification of the IV CTZ,
At the directiom of the Pru:l.dont of the United States and the government
of the Republic of South Vietnam, Fres World Forces in April 1970 commenced
of fensive operations in Cambodia directed st VC and NVA troop sanstuaries
and logistical facilities. During the period 29 April to 19 H&y; IV Corps
forces nnunt.od’tvo opcrat.:l.ona; Rock Crusher I, and Rock Crusher 1I, against
VC sanctuaries, and ane deep probe into Cambodia along the Mekong River and
Highway 1; Operation Cuu Lang I. The cbjectives were to destroy and dip-
organise enemy troops and logistical activities and relieve Comnunist
Pressure on the government'of Cambodia, In accordance with ita mission
of providing aviation asseta in support of ca:f:bat and logistical counter—
insurganscy operations to forces of tl:za IV CT2Z, the 1&4th Aviation Group
(Conbat) furnished airmobile assanlt, aerial reconalasance and fire support
capabilities to the troops engaged in the gross-border operations. This
orucial aupport waas rendersd while slements of the 144th Croup sontinued
to provide assets for normal counter-insurgency operations within the
Delta. Operation Rock Crusher I began an '29‘April 1970 under the
operational control of the 9th ARVN Division, with cne armored cavalry
squadron; three companies of Civﬂia.nalrragular Defense Croup forces of
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the B=4) Special Forc&a Detachment and five companies of Regianal Force
troops of the Kisn Tuong Province. Flying in eupport were the following
elements of the 1lé4ith Aviation Group (Cambat): D Troop, (AIR) 3d
Armored Squadron, Sth Ca'ra'.lry and B Troop, (AIR) 7th Armored 8quadron;-
1st Cavalry., In addition, elements of the 235th Aerial Weapons Campany,
307th Combat Aviation Batta]ion; flew gunship cover for the 211th VNAF
Squadron, ‘ -

On he first day, task force elnmnf.s ataging north of Moc Hoa (XS 0290)
assaulted suspectdd VC and NVA base camps and supply points inside the
Crow's Nest &rea of Cambodia, OHeSA aero=scouts of D Troop provided

flank security and reconnoitered the way shead of the advancing allled

colums, discovering enemytroops and positions. The enemy, initially
taken by surprise, soon mounted stiff resistance, AH=1G Cobre gunships,

called in to attack snemy strong points and troop concentratlions and

often Ilying into the face of sustained enemy fire, placed rocket and
miniegun strikes that broke the back_‘of the VC reslistance, The results
testify to the efficlency and méﬁ;;cy: 6?“enemy BBA credited to D

Troop and another 30 to.the235th gunships. | }
Aotion on the ssoond and third days of Rock Crusher I was directed
toward the removal of ensmy supplise and the destruction of base camp
facilities. Throughout this period, groups of fleelng VCs were encounte
ered and sharp fire fights resulted, Agaln, helicopter gunships supplied
timely aerial fires, Or; 30 April, B Troop eliminated 23 of the enemy in
scattered actions. )
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On 1 May, friendly forees withdrew to Vietnam for rei’itting; their
objectives achieved. A total of 502 VC/NVA were killed, ineluding 122
by 164th Group elements. Thirteen mors eneny troops were captured and
nulpoct.? detained, Enemy mterin..'l. losses included 183 individual ’
weapons, 32 ereveserved weapons, 127 r?orbar rounds of various calibers,
2;000 rounds of small arms ammnition, 67 tons of rice and one Chinese
Commnist telephone ewitchboard. Allied losses were 56 KTA and 350

WIA , of which two were U.S. Also; the 1ALkth Group suffered two aire
craft hit by enemy rir;s and one aviator wounded, As allied forces
juvolved in Rock Crusher I redeployed back into V:I.?tnam; a larger

force prepared to launch Operation Rock Crusher IX, almed at VC and NVA
sanctuaries along the gouthern and mthﬁutem sides of the Farrotts
Beak ares of ?ambodia. Again under the operational caontrol of the %th
ARVN Division, the invasion foroes included that Division's Lith end
15th Regiments, four Renger Battalions and five Armored Cavalry Squadrons
under the mms task organization: Tul‘t Force Alpha with t:he head=
quarters slenent of the Lth Armored Brigade, the lst Battallon, 15th
Regiment, L1st Ranger Battalion, lgt,h and 1éth Arn'mred Caw}h-y Squadronj
Task Porce Bravo with headquart.?ra » Uith Regiment, the lst, 2nd and 3d
Battalions of the Lith Regiment, and the 2nd and 6th Armored Cavalry
Squadrons; Task Force Charlie with headquarters element and ond and 3d
Battalions of th? 15th Rag:l.m?nt and the Gth Am?rod Cavalry Squadronj
Task Force Delta, in reserve, with Headquarters, Lth RangerGroup and the
42nd and L3d and Lith Renger Battalions. Elemsnts of the 1é4th Group
which perticipated in the five day operation included A and C Troope (AIR)
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7th Armored Bquldrcn let lea].ry the 1lith Assault Helicopter Compl.ny,
244th Combat Aviatien Blttalim and the 235th Aerial Weapone Company,
307th Combat Aviation Blttalion, egain flying gunship cover for the 211th
and 217th VNAP Squadrons. Artillery support was supplied by two
forward fire support bases emplaged espacially for the operation. 41l
equipment and lupplial; insluding the 105um Ellnl. has to be slung in by
Chinook heavy cargo helicopters of the 147th and 271st Assault Support
Helicopter Coampanies. .

In the pre-dawn darkness of 2 May 1970, the armored personnel garriers
of the five cavalry squadrons pulled into polition. The 250 ARC's an
line abreast of each other at 25 meter intervals, crcated a frent over
six kilometers in length, Operations ¢ommenced at firast light with an
ailrmoblle asssult into WT 2002, Armored cevalry elements raced across
the border to secure other objectives and link up with the airmobile
assault forces. The moving front of massed armor ldcked up trails of
dust that clouded the sky in soenes reminiscent of the great armored
battles of World War IX.

Once again friendly forces achieved initial surprise. The enemy was
unable to rally his forces into & coordinated defense, but scattered
enemy units put up local resistance. This was particularly true at the
Janding gones near WI 2002, While the VNAIf‘ transports were inserting a
total of 82, troops into the landing zones, gunships of the 235th plased
devestating alrstrikes on the enemy defenders. Gunship pdlotn_rlying
with the 211th VNAF Squadron destroyed Ui enemgby aerial fire » While
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their comrades supparting the 217th VNAF Squadron ascounted for ancther
19 ¥C. The landing zone was secured and groung troops pursued the nowe
broken snemy. ) ,
At the same time, ground striicng forces were crossing the border. Aero~
scouts and Cobra gunshipe of A Troop flew flank security and armed serisl
reconnaissance sortles shead of the armored columms, Especially savage
resistance devaloped around coordinates XT 1304 and XT 1801, Gunships
rolled in again and agfin to hit enemy positions ard troops. The VC
were ultimately routed, lsaving behind 165 dead credited to A Troop.
This was: the highest one-day KBA total ever achleved by a company/troop
size unit flying in support of IV Corps forces, In.all; Air-troopers of
the 1l64th kllled 198 of the enemy on 2 May.
At the conclusien of the fighting en 2 Mny; friendly forces had reached
their prime objectives. The enemy resistance had largely been broken
and his troope wer? rlooing‘tomrds the northwest, On the second day
of Rock Crusher I1, however, rurt.hor‘ pooksts of resistance were encountered
aporadigally, Throughout the morning and afternood of 3 May, ground troops
made oontact with t.h? VC. When cantact was made, friendly troops withdrew
to allow air strikes, artillery and gunships to blast a way through.

Aviators of the 235th and C Troop effectively demonstrated the fire power
of their AH=10 Cobra gunships, elaying & total of 46 insurganta.

In & separate action in the same area, at XT 1508, the 1l4th Assault
Helicopter Company supporied B=4l Special Forces and Kien Tuong Provinge
Regional Forces, The gunships here killed another 31 VC, boeating KBA

total far l64th Group elsments in cross-border operatlaons to 77 for the

day.

i e FURY |
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By 4 May, the third day of Operation Rock Crusher I1, the enemy as an
organized fighting force had been effectively destroyed, Nevortholess;
allied activity intensified., Aerc=scouts and gunehips roamed the skies,
sesrching for pockeis of resistance and small group of fleeing VC. On

I Hay; A Troop gunners killed two of the enemy.

The ground forces remeined occupied in sweeping the area for caches of
enemy supplies. As these were uncovered, helicopters were called in to
transport the booty of war to rear aress. APC's were pressed into service
also , 80 great wag the amount of captured equipment that an hour per day
was required to resupply and refit expanded AFC's.

The last two days of Rock Crusher II were employed in removing the
captured weapons and ammunition back to Vietnam and redeploying friendly
troope back across the border, The amocunt of captured weApons and supplies
was truly impressive; a t?tal of 1146 individual weapons and 17, crew
sorved weapons were taken, along with 86.5 tons of ammunition and 45 tons
of rice. Enemy persannel losses were also severej 1202 VC loss their
nnn; 277 of them killed by lé4th Group elements. Another 265 suspects
were detalned. By contrast, friendly losses were 70 ld.llod and 329
wounded, Two aviators of the 235th Aerial Weapans Campany were Xilled
when their aireraft and a VNAF command-and-oontrol lhip ¢ollided in mide
alr and sxploded. —

Even as Operation Rock Crusher II wound to a’ulou, :Lntmiw praparation
began for the most ambitious undertaking yet, Operation Cuu long I, The
Operation was to take place in two phases and employ four task forces
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acroes & front nearly 90 ld.lomat:or. long. The task organization incluﬂied
Combat Group Alpha with the let, 2nd and 34 Batt.a.litma; Lith Regiment ,

Sth ARW Divislen, and vne battery of 105mm artillery support; Combat
Group Bravo with the 21lth Task Fo::ce (Riverina) , the lat , 4th and 5th
Battalions of the B Marine Brigade, and one battery of 105mm artillery
support; Combat G::oup Charlie with the 1-t; 2rd and Lth Battalions of

the 15th Regiment, 9th ARVN Division; the ,lst Ranger Bat.talion; and the
2nd; 6th; 12th and 16th Cavalry Squadron) Conbat Group Delta with the

4th Ranger Gr:oup, the 9th Cawvalry Squadron, 42nd Ranger Ba.t'lfalim s the

3d ﬁatul:l.on, 15th Ragimmt; 9th ARVN Division and the lith, 15th and

1l6th Racmnaiuance Gompm}iea. This impresaive tuk-organization was to
saploy a:!.mbua assiults, crossecountry mansuver by armored cavalry
elomants, and & navalwuarine assault up the Makmng River, Their
objectives ware to seize and occupy the Frak S:att Ferry Site (WT 9144);
destroy the headquarters of Military Region 2, the headquarters of the
g88th NVa Mth and any ommy'unit.g or logistical facilities encountered.
To support Operation Cuu Long I, the 1&ith Group furnished the largest air
armada ever asseabled in the IV Corps Tactical Zone for a single operation,
On D-Day; air assets rrcn} the 1é4th Group included four air cavalry troops
(A; B and C Troops (AIR), 7th Armored Squadron, lst Cavalry and D Troop
(AIR), 3d Armored Squadron, 6th Cavalry), six assault helicopter companies,
(the llh.th; 135th; 175th and 335th Asssult Helicopter Companies, 2Lith
Combat Aviation Battalion, and the lé2nd ln}d 191st Assault Helicopter
Compmiu; 13th Cosbat Aviation Battalion), and twe WNAF Squadrans (211th
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and 217th) supported by gunships of the 235th Aerial Weapona Campany, 307th
Combat Aviation Battaliomm.

Most of the assault helicopter companies provided abnormally larg 1ift
p;clmgel; so the days preceding D-Day saw sssigned and attached maintenance
perscnnel working around the elock to prepare the air flset to a peak of
combat readiness. Nor ﬁna meintenance the only area which required
unusual and diligent preparations. Command posts and forward supply depots
for the ground troops were esteblished with the bulk of the supplies
transported by CH«47 Chinook aircraft of the 1L7th and 27lst 'Alnault
Support Helicopter Companies. During Operation Cun Long I 1t|elf; the
aviators ot' these two companies flew hundreds of troop movement and resupply
sorties 10 include flying in the guns and equipment for four forward fire
support bases.

Headquarters Company of the 164th Oroup established a forward coumand post
at in Long Airstrip (WS 4384). This seldomeused airstrip became a hub of

activity.  Personnel from the S« section of Group Headquarters established |

the POL and rearning points necessary to sustain extanded operaticne far
from famlliar stageflelds. The Group Communicetions Section put in radio
and teletype facilities to assure commmnications with o?eratimal elements
in Cambodia and Group Headquarters in Can Tho., D Troop, 7th Armored
Squn.dmn; lst Cavalry provided perimster u?curity.

In addition to the loglstlcal preperstions, serial reconnaissange and
surveillance missions were flown on a daily bLasis prior to Debay. OVTZI.
Mohawk aireraft of the 2 th Aviation Ccm;pany (Surveillance Airplane),307th
Bnttalion; supplied the Lumegery that was an important basis for operational

10
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planning. In the days predseding D-Day, 2hhth Mohawks flew 1 photographic
portles. They contimued to support the operstions after D-Day by flying a
tatal of 95 hours of flight tize. Alr cavalry troops flew reconnaissance
migaions alang the border, On B May, B Troop surprised & company of VC

in the open at coordinates WT 5015, In a short but flerce mgagamoht.; the
Aly Troops killed M)'oi' the enemy, ‘

DDay was 9 May 1970, and operation Cuw Long I commenced with & four pronged
assault into Cambodia, Twoe armored golumna and & navel colum orossed the
border and hastened to link up with the. alrmoblle assault force., Helicopter
transports of the 1l64th Group inserted a total of 2425 troops into nine
landing sones in the vieinity of the Ferry Site. All the LZe were cold,
but ground troops soon established eantact. Alr cavalry troops, which had
_earlier flwn. reccnnaisssnce of the landing sonea; now returned to support
the ground forces with rocket and miniegun strikes. Enemy resistance
broken and pushed agide, the ground troops moved foyrward t¢ secure thelr
cbjectives and await the approach of the ground colwms.

The two srmored colums had crossed the border at first light and procesded
generally along Route 1, Other air cavalry troops flew flank security and
rar;ﬂ-rd s&erial recomalssénce, The enemy seemed intent on withdrawing
rather than mounting a coordinated defemse, but VC units trapped by the
speed of th§ allied advance resisted tenacicusly from tree lines and pree
pared defensive poaltions until routed by superior fire power, Again_and
&gain gunships expended thelr arma.mnt.; retreated to refuel and rearm, and

return to the scene of battle to harass and punish the enemy., The cost wae
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not cheap, Subjected to intenge enemy fire , five aircraft were hit and one
destroyed a4t a loss of four aviatars kdlled in action ang two wounded, But
Croup elements inflisted a Iueh higher toll on theiy foest & total of 136
VCANVA wers Idi))ed by 16kth Group flyers on ¢ May.
On 10 Mly; Operations began with adrmobile assaults on Secondary abjectives
&8 ground armored elements fanned out to conduct search and deatroy operations
and the riverine task force proceeded to Psom Penh to assist Vietnamese
rerugoos-in ret-uming to their homeland, With key objectives &lready
captured, enemy resistanse was more lcattor!od; but sporadic contacts ware
made and cocasional firefights broke out, Again Runship strikes proved the
allies most effective weapan in dislodging aﬁamy resistance., But the change
in the lei’rol of fighting is reflected in the day?’s total of KBAs; 33.
On 11 May, ground elements eontinued to manouver in search of enemy supply
caches and troop unite, 1éAith Group forces made 19 insertiona of 1575
treops into 10 landing gones, Fighting was generally light, but at W7 6721
ground elsments of the 4th Ranger Croup ran into a BLiff fight, Alr troopers
of D Troop, 3/5 Cavalry id1led 56 of the enemy, Cobra gunships of the 1lith
Assault Heligopter Campany, also flying in support of the Rangers, killed
another five. at ‘WT 6330, A Troop; rly:Lng derial reconnaissance for the Lth
Armored Brigade » 8ccounted for three more VC , bringing the days total for
164th Grm’lp eloments to 6 XBAs,

~

By May 13, enemy resistance had dwindlecf to virtually nothing, Nevertheleas
search and destroy operations cant inued, discovering numerous supply caches,
Several airmobile assaults were canducted -a.nd 16kth Group elements aﬁliﬁed
1160 troops in offansive oparations. Another 940 were extracted to staging

12
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locations for the impending Phape 11 of Operation Cuy Long I, Two KBAts
were credited to Group elements on 13 May,
Oper!‘ltim. on :Lh May were directed toward consolidatien and resupply. At
dusk, hcmevar, & sharp firefight occurred between VC and Vietnamese Marineu
at WI 436435, Cunships of B Troop, supporting the Marines that day, were
called in and put 4n strikes, but thelr effectiveness was reduced by the
lowering darkness. A hastily eall for help was sent out, and a Nighthawk
system and & flere ship responded. With flares providing artificial lig}rt.
~the gumhipa again rolled in to put their rockets o the enamy, The V¢
broke cantact at this point, but in their retreat » left behind their
comredes who had fallen to the asrial fusillade, ‘
Bad weather on 15 May severely restrioted oombat operations., In addition »
units took advantage of the Iull in Cawbodian fighting to make an intensive
mailntenance effort to assure full combat readiness for Phage II, Again on
the 16th, the prepanderance of the effort lay not in supporting combat
operations, but in ecompleting Freparations for Phase 1I, Group assets
moved & total of 2500 troops to staging aress and Ci=47 Chinocks aircrast
carried over two hundred tong of combat supplies,
Phase IX of Operation Cuu Long I included offensive operations in southe
eastern Cambodia utilizing three task forces under the overall control of
IV Corps Headquarters., The taak organization includedt one task force
under control of Headquart.orn » bith Special Tactical Zonae with one &rmored
cavalry squadron, two Ranger battalions an:l e provineial Lien Doi, a
Reglonal Force Ccmpmy Uroup; ane task rorco under control of Heud.quartoro;

9th AHVN Divieion, with cne regimental hendquart.ora, five infantry battelions, y
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the ith Armored Cavalry Brigade and the 2nd Armored Cavalry Squadron, and
one Lien Doi from Chau Doc Province; one task force under control of Head-
quarters 2lst ARW Division, with one regimental hoadquu'tm, Iive battal-
ions, two armored cavalry squadrons and one Lien Dol from Kien Glang Prove
ince. Each battle group was assured one Air Cavalry Troop and two Agsault
Helicopter Companies on the first day, and one of each on subsequent days,
provided by the l44th Croup, In addition; & navel task force off the South=
oastern coast of Cambodia furnished fire support and interdicted eneny
attempts to exfiltrate the area by sea. Seven forward fire support bases
were euplaced to provide additional artillery support.
Flans called for the 44th STZ task force to selze the eneny logistical
facilities at Prey Logen (VT $59356) by alrmcbile assault, while cavalry and
Ranger elemants made an overland assault along Route Q) to link up with the
airmobile essault force. The $th Division task force wes to relieve pressure .
an Takeo City (VE 770155), capital to Takeo Prowvince, by airmcbile assault
and hold the city until relieved by cavalry elements attacking along Route 2.
Forces controlled by the 2lst ARVN Division were to seize and hold Trek Meas
(Vs 525780) and Xampong Trash (VS 430665) by airmobile assault while overland
elenants effected link up. Upon achievement of initial objectives » 811 forces
were to exploit opportunities to capture enemy supplies and desiroy troop
formations. D-Day was 17 May 197C.
Operations comenced on 17 May at 0730 hours with alrmuobile assaults azainst
kny objectives. From the utart.; fighting was heavy. Forewarned by the
previous operations in Cawbodia, the enemy expected: an atteupt to deny him his
long-held sanctuaries in the southeastem corner of Cambodia. Still, the puwer
of the allied offensive and particularly the fire power and omipresence of
helicopter g\mhipa; stumned him. Aerial gumers from the
hVA
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184th Group rosmed the sldes » Taining fire on troop concentrations and
de.t_‘onaiv. positlons. The action Wiz heaviest in the 21st Division ayea,
Gumhip, flying 4in support of t.hc'zlst Division accounted for 140 KBAs:
C Troop, léthl Cavalyy had 6% KBAs, and D Troop 3/5 Cavalry ancther 25 ,
while the 121st Assault Helivopter Company added 15 and the 356th Assaunlt
Helicopter Company 3?. A Troop; flying security and reconnaimsance missiong
the 44th Special Tactical Zone forces , killed another five and four VC
‘reapectively. In all; 184th Group elements destroyed 149 VG in operations
in Cambodia on 17 May, Group elements 4180 moved the astounding total of
522.7 t.on, of cargo to support the offensive,
On 18 May, the scene of heaviest cantact shifted to 'tho 9th Divigion area
of operations. The Lth Regiment encountered a determined body of Ve and
battled them all afternoon. Flying for the 1Lith Regiment , A Troop gunners "
rezained on station unti) well after dark when the enemy withdrew. Their
diligence paid off with ¢3 KBAs eredited to the Troop, ¢ Troop, l6tl'1
Cavalry killed snother five VC while in support of the 32nd Regiment, 21st
Divieien,

On 19 May the level of tighting was reduced somewhat, but the Lith Regiment

&gzain ran into heavy coni':.act. A Troop, flying in aupport; klled 26 ve

during the day. ¢ Troop, 16th Cavalry added five KBAs to bring the days

total to 31,

After 19 May, seversl of the ground elements remained ip Cambodia te 0
continue search ang destroy operationg almed primarily st enemy supplisas, N
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allles, but the preponderance of the Croup's strength returned to support
combat operations againet the enemy within the Delta, For the period G-
19 May, the Group \n credited with 558 KHA out of a total of 1106 enemy
eliminated by all allied forces. In addition, 65 suspects wers detained,
cApturod supplies included: 738 individual weapons , 86 arew-served
weapons, three tons of medical suppl:lel; 29.7 tons of rice and 56.9 tons of
ammunition, The cost was 34 allied personnel ldlled and 129 wounded.

The 164th Group suffered fifteen sircraft hit and ane destroyed by enemy
fire, resulting in four personnel wounded and four killed in sction. One
other aircraft suffered major damsge and a second was totally destroyed

in operational losses in Cambodis., In these lcoidcnts; five members of the
Group lost their livea.

Despite the oomitlznnt. of a slgnificant percentage of its assets to OPor-
ations in Cambodis, the 164th Croup also met its mission of providing air
assets for oombat and logistical operations within the IV Corps Tactical
Zone, It contimued to support normal combat operations and furnished
assistance in combat emergencies. Thus, Group elements also contributed
significantly to maintaining the progress of pacification within the Delta
while dealing heavy blows to the Commnist in Cambodia.

On 29 April 1970, in the Upper Delta Divisional Tactical Area, 7th ARVN
Division troops and sector forces of Dinh Tuong Province gained significant
contacts. A Troop, 7/lst Cavalry supported Dinh Tuong provincial forcee an
a ssarch and clear operation in the vieinity of XS 664, Aero-scouts spotted
a reinforced platoon of VC and engaged them while the transports inserted
four lifts of 103 troops to exploit the centact. As the ground troops moved
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forward driving the enemy before them, the gunships rolled in end decimated
the fleeing enemy with rockets and mini-guns. In the hour long battle,
ground troops kille& two VC and the gunshipe 15,

The 335th Aesault Helicopter Company supparted the 10th Regiment of the Tth
ARVN Division on a large search and clear operation in Kien Hoa Province,
During the morning and afternoon, transports inserted 640 troops into six

~landing sones without results. At 1500 hours, however, ground forces made

contact with a large enemy force. The ensuing battle laated until the eneny
broks contact at dark, At the end of the engagement , the VC left the bodles
of 31 of thelr comrades on the field, 17 of which were credited to the 335th
gunships, '

On 30 April, there was heavy contact in three provinces. During the morning
elenents of the 162nd Assault Helicopter Company supported sector forces of

the Chuong Thisn Province. On the day's first insertion, troops made heavy .

contact with VC forces, resulting in five enemy ldlled by 162nd gunhar-.
Subsequent insertions in the vicinity located small groups of enemy soldiers,
The accurate serial fires harassed. and disorganized the enamy and the 162nd
recelved credit for rour more kills at mcattered locations., That nftornuon,
the l62nd flew in support of sector forces of the An Xuyen Province. Again
the allies discovered the enemy on the first insertion » &t coordinates VR
8312; at: the southeastern corner of tho U Minh Forest. The landing sone
was hot, but suppressive fire from ihe gunships killed four VC and routed
the others. The ground troops pursued the retreating VC to coordinates VR
BZOB; where the enemy made a atand, Tl;iu proved to be a costly mistake.
Rocket strikes by the gunships k1lled 15 of them and the rest fled » derkness
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precluding furthey pursuit. The 162nd had killed a total of 28 VC during
the day,
In Kien Fhong Provinee, sector forces supported by the llith Assault

Ho’licoptoi Company found a small enemy force at coordinates WS 8745, They

chased the outnumbered Comminist 1‘0:' one kllameter when the 1lith Cobra
guruhipa oaught the VC in a tyee 11m ard killed 10 of t.hom.

. Elemants of the 21at ARVN Division's 31st and 32nd Regiments gained sign-

ificant contacts on 2 May 1970, In Phong Dinh Province the 32nd Regiment.
was supported by the llith Asssult Heligopter Compay, Troops inserted

in & landing sone at WR 7778 imediately came under fire. An hour long
battle raged before the landing zone was secured. The elusive eneny faded
oAy, but left 18 of his soldiers in the tree lines surrounding the 1Z,
victims of the 1llith's aerial firepower,

On the same day in Phong Dinh Provinco; elowents of the 18 B NVA Regiment .
attempted to use the divorai:nn of allied forces to Cambodia to exfiltrate
from their bsse on Nui Coto, southernuost of the Seven Mountains , to the

U Minh Forest. Aerc-ssouts of C Troop, 16th Cavalry; making an early
morning visual reconnaissance prior to supperting the Slot.-Ragimmt.; caught.
them in the open. In the énsuing thirty minute engagemor}t , aeria.l gurners
decimated the enemy force, kd.lling 35 of them, On L May, C Troop, still
working for the 3lst Regiment, again found e]_.ementl of the 18 B Regiment

and inflicted four sdditional desths on them,

One of the missions run on a deily basis dn the Delta by the 16ith Group is
the IV Corpa Special, 2 command and control aircraft and a light fire team
of gunships which respond to intelligence targets., The extraordinary demands |
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of Cambodia did not interrupt the i'ul.t‘illmnt of these uiniuna; On 5 May,
the IV Corpa Special package wan provided by the 162nd Assault Helicopt.er
Company., Attacking suspested VC positions in Ba Xuyen Province, the gun-
ships discovered a platoon of the enenty, Firing rookot-s and door-zum,
the 162nd killed 12 Commnists. On the rollowing day, 6 May, the léand
dgain performed the IV Corps Special mission, hitting intelligence targeta
in Vinh Long Province. Strildng shartly after daun; the gunships surprised
a small force of VG maving in the early light, The lot.hll gunships rolled

in sowing death amang the torritiod Commnists. In all, 15 of them wepe
Killed by the 162nd gunners, on 6 May,
Throughout the period 29 April t.q 19 Mny; as always, aviators and observers
flylng the O~1 "Birddog" aircraft of the 19%th and 221st Reconnaiasance
Adrplane Compnniu; were the “oyn"‘or the Delta, These ubiquitous aire
planen monitored Communist movement s cover comroyt; end call in and adjust
tastical airatrikes and artillery fires. They also carry & lethal sting
with their armmument of four 2.75 inch rockets, On 10 Muy; aAn O=l of the
2218t apotted & group of VC seaking to avold cbservetion. With four welle
aimed rockets, the pilot killed 10.of the ensmy., On the 13th anothey
aircraft of the 221st patrolling in the Chuong Thien and Bac Liey Provinoes
Idlled aix vc; four in the mrning; and two others during the afternocan.
On 19 Hay; & 221st alrcraft patrolling the northwest corner of the U Hinh
Forest saw several armed individuals in a sampan. Engaging the targst ’
the pllot destroyed the sampan and five of its occupants. The same day,
another Ol killed three VC in Ba Xuyen Frovince with one well-placed

rocket. Not anly havg {;eee light aircraft acoounted for an impressive
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total of enemy elininated, but their very presence in the sides over the
Delta impedea enemy movement and dierupts his preparations for offensive
activity,

The 1&4th Group provides on a daily basis a Corps Reserve standby light
fire team. Even when these assets are not worldng; they are an important
factor in the IV Corpe tactical situstion becsuse the lnouledge that they
are always on call bolsters the morals of GW troops. Prequently their
umtmn, im the margin between victory and defeat.

On 11 May, the Cor?u Reserve pa.olmgo; furnished by the 1l62nd Assault
Helicopter Company, was scrambled to coordinates WR 6256. The fire team
wiz needed to cover an asro-svacuation or‘Vistnameu personnel wounded in
& firefight, while covering the evacuation, gunners killed four VC. The
gunships returned to the contact after rearming and killed another four of
the enemy, thereby turming the tide of battle,

Another specialized mission which the 14ith continued to provide during
the period of cross=border operations was the Night Phautom South Package,
This package consists of the light firs teams of AHe1C Cobra gunships

and & command and control aireraft equipped with flares, The package is
vactorsd into intelligence targets by radar. Additional targets sre
Soquired by an OV=1lB Mchawk. Infra-red returns sre plotted out and the
Night Phantam package vectoru:l to them,

During the night of 13-)4 May, the Night Hﬂntt.n guns placed strikes at
WR 4500 which resulted in six enemy elimingted, & figure confirmed by
body count. The Night Phantom peckage unuaf!.ly expends its ordnance in
aress that are never swept by ground troops, so that confirmed body
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counts are seldom establighed. But prisoner and Hoil Chanh interrogations
testily to ita effectiveness in interdioting enemy night activity,
In addition to flying combat asssult missions, the 16Lth Group is required -
” to perform a varlety of dir?ct combat support missions., The bulk of these
is in the area of logistics, and resupply. Because of the nature of the
trensportation network in the Dolta; the road net in particular being
inndoqua.to; helicopters carry the g::utut paxrt of the resupply burden.
During the perdod 29 April - 19 May, this burden fell on the 147th and
271lst Assault Support Helicopter Companies of the 307th Combat Aviation
Battalion, They were required to resupply ellisd forces remaining in
the Dolt.n: while at the same time performing virtually all of the loge
istical activitlies necessary to support th? complex and sustained crosg
border operations. During this time frame, tho‘two companies flew 1865

of l?pplien &nd equlpment.,

Thus, the members of the lé4th Aviation Group (Combat) performed their
mission within the Delta while lipo sustaining cembat 6porat:l.ons in
Cambodia, Their impaet on the enemy wae demt.a.tingt elements of the
164th Group eliminated 1467 of the enemy duﬁing the pericd 29 April to
19 May. They fulfilled their onlaﬁ;ud raapm,lbmt.iel in a mannep that
displayed the highest standards of competence, professionalism end
dedisatlon to duty. |

hours and transported the herculean total of 22,036 troope and 6348 tons ~.




