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ORGANIZATION

The 164th Aviation Group (Gombat) was activated on 20 December
1967, at Deupsey Compound, Can Tho RVK, The 13th Combat Aviatien
Bat{alion and the 307th Combat Aviation Battalion, both comprised of
companies that had seen duty in Vietnam prioxr to the activation ef
the 164th CAG, were assigned to the Group, The 164th was initisily
somposed of the following units:

13TH COMBAT AVIATION BAJTAIION

HHC 13TH CAB
11471 AHC

121ST  AHC .
175PH  AHC
335PE  AID

27187 ABIIC

307TH CQMBAT AVIATTION BAIALICN

10 30799 CAB

199TH  RAC
22187  RAC
235TH  AWC
244TH  SAC
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Organization of the 164th CAG as of April 1971:

13T CAB
HHC

162D AHC
c/16 ACT
1871 CAC
1/29 ARTY

214%H  CAB

HHC

1147H
175TH
336TH
1350TH
22187

ORGAUIZATIOR

ALC
AHC
ARC
AHC
RAC

O7TH

HHC
147TH
2718T
235TH
191ST

CAEB

ASHC
ABHC
AWC
AHC

Organization of the 164th CAG as of January 1972:

13TH

HIC
162D
c/16
1477
X/29

CAB

ANIC
ACT
ASTD
ARTY

EHT

A1/

ACS

ACT
ACT
ACT
ACT

1
i

c/3/17

- ACS

ACT
ACT
ACT
ACT
ACT

Organization of the 164th CAG as of September 1972 until deactivation:

164TH  CAG

HiC

18TH  CAC
¢/1G  ACT
611PH TC
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COHZAND and CONTROL

164th Combat Aviation Group Comuanders from Activation -~ Deactivation:

ROBER? L. MoDAWIZL COL IN 15 Jenvary 1968 - 29 June 1968
WORTHINGTON M, MAHONE COL IN 29 June 1968 = 11 December 1968
JLCK V. MACKULL COL TN 11 December 1968 ~ 7 June 1969
Jeile TUELINSON - COL 7 June 1969 ~ 7 Decémﬁe: ﬁ969

- WILLIAM J. MADDOX JR. COL AR 7 becember 1969 -~ 1 July 1970
IEO B. SOUCIK COL N 1 July 1970 ~ 22 June 1971
JEUES H. MAED COL IN 22 June 1971 - 2 Lay 1972
WILLIAY B. BENTON WC IN 2 May 1972 - 2T Getober 1972

FREDERTCK ¥. COOPER III LTC AR 27 October 1972 -~ 13 March 1973
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ACS
ACT
ATLC
ASIC
5
cAC
CAG
DRAC
0

D IvINICTS

ARMORD) C..VALRY 5 UADROE

AIR CAVALRY TROOE

ABSAULL TLLICUPR COPANY

ASCAULY SUFPORY HALICOPITR COLEANY
AERTAL WP TS COLRAITY

CORPS AVIAUTON COMPAIY

COLBAT AVIATION GROUP

DEITA REGTIOUAL 4SS I-S‘I'AHC‘L 5 COMIAND
PRI LT L ITILEPARY Wi

D UARPERS KD Maial UAIWURE COHBATY

THTSRATIONA T COUT X0 of COMFRCL and SUF IVISICH

JOIET FILLL.WY COLESETON
HILTRARY RIGION TIRIR |
VILITARY RUGIOH ¥OUR
RECONNAIUSAHCE ALTPLAN: COMPAWTY
ROYAL AUSIIALIANT FAVY
SURVELILANCS ATHSTAND COSBANY

SrICIAL TACTICAL Z0H%
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UEHLULGIONS

e e iy

‘n 1968, Wt offwvnsive opurations domineted :ost of th: acw
tivities of the nuwly formed Group., Duming the Yot of funsive of
1968, Aviation Companius of the 164th CAC played vital and desid-
ing rcles in the liberation of Sae trang, Can Ths, Bac Tiou, Vinh
Leng, and in pruventing the VO from oceupying many other major
citivs in the Delta., The following ar. scl.cted c-anmples of age
tivitics during Tet of 19468: -

On 31 Janvaxy 1968, at 1500 hours a fire team of
45-1G Cobras from the 114%th AHC and a fire team of
2 Ul~1Cs' from the 175th AC were serambled to a
known VO erncuntration southwest of Sa Boc, 1Tn e -
cusg 0f 150 sampans wero duatroyed and over 100 wne-
emy troops were killed or wounded. Intelligence Tew
ports later indicatud that $his action had dustroyed
the main foree which was to have attacked Sa Due on
the initial night of the Tt offunsive.

On the night of 1 Fibrwary 1968, combincd assets
from the 1212t AT and the 336th AEC ernductod s
dangerous and heroic night combat amsault into Vinh
Long Aa¥ with dveisive rosults, The airfi.ld was in
a critioal situation and in Lmminent danger of boing
overrun.  Whilc on shert final, tho asaault Foree
bugan to rucuive heavy grownd fire from nwscrous loe
cations on cithur side of th. Vinh Long runvway. The
troop transports were ingtrueted not to us.. SUDPTLG~

 sive firo under any cireumstancu bucauss of thy elogo
pririmity of friundly trouns. Lisr garding th. in-
tenee fire and dangoer, the transports centinued
tiholr approach and succussfully inscrtud the soruly
needod reinforcements. This timely inserti-n allowsd
the defunders t9 turn the tide, reeonstitute thoir
defunscs, and sucurc the airficld,

On 2 Junu 1963, the 7th Yquedron, 1st Air Cavalry (minus B
Troop) joined the 164th Cil and waw gtaticned at Vinh Iong 8AF,
The assignmont of thu 7/1st U8 greatly cnhancud the aviation
and opuraticnel capabilitics of foreus in MR IV,

The 7/1st ACS was cmployud primazily in th. 4dth 500 (8pe-
cial Tactical Zonc) along tha Caibodian border in th: c-nduoct
of “Opuraticn Blackhewk", The Cavalry Troops were to intoxdict
and harass uinony movements across the bordor in 8n cializ.d ope
orations such as first and lagt light missicns, liohawk - Cobra
Thnter Miller” teams, peoply sniffor missions and ground lis~
sening poots.
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On 8 Ducembox 1968, ¥iY Lraon, 7/1s% LGS was rcluas.d from
attachm.nt to the 12th Cab and ruturned to its parent uwnit
station.d at Vinh Long. .4lso, on tiis date, the 214th C.D wes
asgignud o the 164th CAG and soon moved from Puar Cat, MIt IIT,
to Dong Tan to suppert the 9th U.L. Infantry Division. The
214%h CiB was subs.quuntly moved o Vinh Long during fugust 1980
to pupport Victnam.s: vnits in MR IV. At th. $ime of its sovoe-
ment to Dong Tam, the 214th CAB consisted of the following
tnits:

wc, 21 4th CAB ‘

135th Assault Hulicoptur Company

336th 4gsault Fclicoptor Comvany

147th Assault Support Hclicoster Company

The 191st 4HC "Boomerangs® wore activated on 1 Ducumbur
1966, at ¥ort Dragg, Forth Carclina and joinud the 164th CAC
cn 24 iMay 1968, at Can Tho, RVN. :

On 1 Eovembor 1968, the 1624 4710 "Voltur.s® rolocated from
ri TIT $o Dong Yam, 1R IV, and joined thu over iner.asing asscts
of thu 164th C.CG.

On 1 July 1969, thu 164th CiG was task.d with training “the
211th and 217th VIIAR Zclicupter iquadrons of the 7th ViL.F Ying,
Binh Thoy VIT 4FD in th. princinles and t.ciniqu.s of airmbil.
cpurations. This training vas ocmpluted in xdd 1969, and the
two VILE Souadrons axe nes nebivily supporting 15: IV with avia-
wion o portisc.

" droop, Jrd bquadron, Dth Cavalry “Light Morsot (later
Cusrngnated 0/3/17) wag avtachod to 7/1st 4C5 on 1 Supbombor 1969.
Luleoating from Dong.Tam to Vinh Long 44T, they wnablod the 7/1st
0 %0 provide 1R IV with o roconnalusance capebility uncqu.lud
in the IVHE,

¥rom the puriod of 29 April 1970 t¢ 19 Lay 1970, at the dir-
vetion of the Commandur in Chiuf, tho 164%h CiG porticipated in
nuuzerous cumbat operntions in Combodin.  Tho onvrations within
Combrdin were designed to dustzay viumy supply caciwa and basc
cames that wers un to this time sanctunrios, During the cronss-
buorder operaticns, a tutal of 2810 cnciy were climinated, of
wihicn 957 were EBig crudived o tho 164th CaAG, Cembincd with
other netivitics within MR IV, this gave the 164th CiG a r.enrd
KB4 ecunt of 1444 cnemy for the monthr of iiny 1970, In addition,
the capture of 1396 individual weapons and 259 oruw surved weap-
ong, 148 tons of mniticns, 75 ¢ on8 of ricu, and 3 tons of m.de
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ical supnlies did much to disrunt the cnomys!? logistical facil-
1tiuvs ond aciivities, For ite outstanding offorts and accomplishe
aents in support of %Caspaign Rock Crusher” I and IT, and "“Cuu
Long" I and II, the 164th CAG rcccived tho Prusidential Unit Cita-
tion, ' .

With increased emphasis on the Vietnamization program, the
154th CiG once again found itsulf tasked with the training of VHAF
dclicopter Squadrone. After training both pilots and mechanics of
the newly activated VIIAFR 225th and 227th Squadrons, the 121st AHC
and the 336th AHC of 164th CAG woerc deactivated and t heir aireraft
and maintenance equipment werc transferred to the VNAF, In additicn,
on 1 November 1970, Soc Trang Alrfield, the former home of the 13th
Battalion, was turned over to VVAF. These evontg wers mileatons
in the WiF Improvement and Modernization Program,

: ‘ !
During the month of January 1971, the 7/14CS, in a noteworthy
cperation, supported the 9th ARVY Division in reaching a belea-
guered US Ypucial Forxcus Tweam on Ta Bee Mountain, US troops of
"D Droop, 7/1 ACS were inserted to assist in the rescue. This is
notud as the last time US Troops were emp’oyed in the Delta,

April 1971, saw clemenss of the 164th CiG involved in deci-
give nctions against NVA units infiltrating from Cambodin te the
U-Iinh Forest. ARVN ground trocps were us.d ¢ clusively and gove
a good acecunt of th.wsclves in some of the most hostile action -
to date.

bs the VNAF Tmprovement and Modernization continu.d, ordurs
were issucd for the decrease of U.S. Forces and Asceta throughout
Victnam. <The 307th C4B was th. first unit of the 164th CAG %o
begin standing down in May 1971 and wes deactivated 30 days later.

The 135th AHC was reassigned to 3 III and was reorganized
in tho process. This cnded a most wnique: irmy aviation unit in
Vietnam. The "H{U" (& porimental Milidary Unit) was organized as
a mixcd working force of US Army and Royal Australian Navy. When
the 1356h AHC was riassigned, the RAN asscts left RVH for deploy-
ment to their home land. :

In August 1971, the 235th 4WC wos reduced t5 a color detach-
ment and assigned to Fort Knox, Kentucky.

lleassigned tc Port FKeadw, Maryland on 1 September 1971, the
2718t ASHC hod carried over 450,000 passengers and moved mor. than
150,000 tons of oargo during its three and onu-half years in nvit,
i IV, 4lso, in Scptemboer, the 1918t .HC was deactivated and re-
Ploced by the 18th Corps Aviction Company, "Green Delta™, Which
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now provides the primary aviation support to IRiC Leadquarters
and its US advisers,

The 3%6th A4YC, the last aviation unit at Dong Tam Alrfield,
stood-down on 4 October 1971, for redeployment to Fort Riley,
Kansas. On 10 Uctober 1971, the 2215t RAC flew its last nis-
sion ending the 164th CAG fi~ed wing support of the Delta.

On 10 Hovember 1971, the 214th CAG Yeadquarters was ordered
to reduce to *ov strength, This was accomrlished on 30 November
1971 and the colors were trangferred to iort Stewart, CGeorgla,
The two romaining wnits, the 114th and 175th AHCa' were transfer
red to tihe 13 CAG,

On 15 December 1971, C/7/1 4C7 stocd-down. The colors were
transferrcd to Forg Xnox, Kentucky,

On 1 March 1972, "C" Proop (Air) of the 16th Cavalry, the
18th iviation Cumpaay (Corps), 774th Medical Detachment and the
345th Aviation Detachment Divisional) were attached, and later
assigned to the 164th CAG, On this date also, the deactivation
of the 524 and 624 Quartermaster Detachments vas completed.,

The 1756h AHC completed deactivation on 10 Mareh 1472,

The 147th 4SHC, having completed redeployment preparations
and movem.nt £o port, was reassigned to Hawaii on 15 ¥aren 1972,
Lhe same day, the 1624 AHC and Headgquarters Battery, 29th Artil-
lery wers reassigned to the 164th CAG,

Jleadguartcers and Headquarters Company, 13th Combat Aviatioen
Buttalion was r.oassigned to Fort Hood, Texas on 31 March 1972,
On the same date, "4" and “B" Troops of the 7/1 Air Cavalry
Squadron completed movement to port and were reassigned to Fort
Lewis, Washington,

"C" Troop (4ir) of the 3/17ta Cavalry S~uadron completed re-
derloyment preparations, movement to port, and was reasgigned to
dawaii on 1 April 1972,

Leodouarture Battery, 29th Artiller: comloted “eactivation
on 5 April 1972, On this date also, Hendquartiers and Feadquart-
ers Troop of the 7/1 sir Cavalry quodren moved o port and was
reassigned to Tort Inox, Kentucky, "u¥ Troop of the 7/1 Alr Jav-
alry followed the icadquarters Company on 20 April 1972,

Duxing this tumuliuous period, the 164th CAG wng 8till sup~

poxting U.S5. Forces and MV operations, and continucd to do so
through Suptember with the two remaining operational aviation
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units. Towever, the turmoil did not cease. Alrcraft assets of
the unites were augmented, yet draw-down increments continued to
roemove nersonnel.

&4 15 Septoember 1972, the 611th CTransportation Company was
assigned to the Group in the role of Direct Support aintenance.
During the same time frame, all IiR ITT CE.47 aircraft were as-
eigned to the 164th Group along with the missien to provide all
medium helicopter support to both MRs IIT and IV. Then th.: first
news was released that a Cease Fire could possibly be effective
en 31 Cctober 1972, The cease fire failud to materizlize on thig
dnte, but the wost catastrophic loss in the Group history occur-
red. 4 Ci-47, returning from iR III, was hit with an enemy Si.7
Surinci-to-Air Misgile which r:sulted in the death of 17 U.S.
personnel. Of 43 known missile firings in the Delta, only one
U.Bs aizreraft was hit.

Through Wevember ond December 1972, the Group continued their
suppsrt of LR ITI and MR IV, During Jamary 1973, the Grouvp was
tasked to furnish cquipment and bersvmne:l to ustablish one Flight
Aetachment for the International Commission for Control and Super-
vision (ICCS) and onc for the Joint iilitary Comaission (JiC),

A% 0800 hours, 28 January 1873, the long awaited cease fire
bocom: effvetive. However, the joy was short lived, At 0945
hours, a pilot of the 1Sth CAC, flying a marked JiiC aircraft was
killed by the continuing hostilities. This szme drte ended the
hmission of the last Combat Unit in the Delta,  "C" Troop (4ir)
16th Cavalry stood-down. iftcr preparation and turning in equip-
ment, the unit was deactivoted on 17 February 1973.

On 16 #cbruary 1973 the 611th ¢ tegan phasing down nnd the
13%h CAC continued to retrografde Crd-47s. ISoth units continued
their support missions. .4t 1015 hours, a CH-47, flying sunport
for the JHC, was shot down approvimtuly 3 miles south of 4n ILoe,
RV, Thoe pilot wes seriously wounded and the crew chief evacusted
in critical condition due to severe burns,

On 27 February 1973, the 18th Corps Aviation Company stood-
down and tegan transferring equivment to VINAF, while continuing
to support ¥R IV with 3 aireraft., Draw-down was completad on
13 ¥arch 1973 and the unit wes transforred to Fort 3ragg, North
Carolina.

Phae 511th Transportation Company, 745th Aviation Detachmel#
(Divisicnal), and the 774th Medionl Delachment were fuactivatad
on 13 i.areh 1973 along with the 164th Teadquarters and leadquar-
terz Company.
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During its five yenr existence,y the 164th established the
following notcwurthy statistics:

Threw of its nine former eommanders wont on to be=
come General Officers,

21,240 decoraticns werc pr.sented. These ineluded-

warem . EUC
i 1. HUC
15 DsC
- ?5‘3 88
emtd LOM
1,298 DFC
__388 BS w/V

ot

5,153 Al w/V

=N

842 ARCOIf w/V

—————.

o247 P

Trua, a very small ord of American History has ended. An
era of young Amerionns proving once again the ability, tuchnicil
knoulcdge, desire, profussionalism, and courage to perform and
sueccood in the face of all obstaclis. 4n era of spirit and unity
among men which connot bu retired., The gpirit which nourished
the 164th Combat Avintion Group through 61 months of continuous
oombat. The same spirit which will always be available to take
up the oolors and suecceed again whanever the need arises,

e a ey .. T -4
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