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ORGANIZATION 

The 164th Aviation Group (Combat) was activated on 20 December 
1967, at Dehlpsey Compound, Can Tho }WH. 'l!he 13th Combat Aviation 
Battalion and the 307th Combat .~viation Battalion, both comprised of 
companies that had seen duty in Vietnam prior to the activation ef 
the 164th CAG, were assigned to the Group. 'rhe 164th was initially 
oomposed of the following units: 

13TH CONBAT AVIATION BA2TA1ION 

RHC 
114'.r!r 
121ST 
175TH 
336TH 
271S'r 

13TH CAB 
AHC 
ARC 
AHC 
ArK) 
ASIle 

307TH CCl-iEA'r AViNi'ION EN[''L'A LION 

E.G 307T'!) CAB 
199TH RAC 
221ST RAC 
235TR Alve 
244TR SAC 
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0I1GJ\lITZATIOH 

Organization of the 164th CAG as of Ap:ril 1971: 

12..T.Il CAB 214TH CAB 307TH CAB 7/1 ACS 

IlliC HHC HHC Il1:lr 
162D AHC 114TH AHC 147TH ASHC A/7/1 ACT 
C/16 ACT 175TH AHC 271ST ASHC B/7/1 ACT 
18T~I CAC 336TH AHO 235TH AWC c/7/1 ACT 
H/29 Amy 135TH MIC 1915T AHC D/7/1 ACT 

221ST RAC 0/3/17 ACT 

O:rganization of the 164th CAG as of Janua:ry 1972: 

13TH CAB 7/1 ACS 

RHC HIlT 
162D AlIC A/7/1 AC'r 
C/16 Aor ]/7/1 ACT 
147TII ASHC D/7/1 ACT 
H/29 AliTY C/3/17 AC'r 

O:rganization of the 164th CAG as of Septembe:r 1972 until deactivation: 

164'l.'H CAG 

HHC 
18TH CAC 
C/10 AC'r 
611TH TC 
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COPH.4NJ) and CON'rROL 

164th Combat .~viation Group Commanders from Aotivation - Deactivation: 

ROEEm L. l'icDAHIEL COL TIT 15 January 1968 - 29 June 1968 

HORl'BlNGTON n. MAHONE COL m 29 June 1968 - 11 December 1968 

JACK V. HiiCKl1ULL COL m 11 December 1968 - 7 June 1969 

J .H. TUl~lLl1fSON COL m 7 June 1969 - 7 December 1969 

. WIL;:'IilJ'l[ J. llAJ)DOX JR. COL AR 7 December 1969 - 1 July 1970 

LEO E. SOUCl!!C COL E!T 1 July 1970 - 22 June 1971 

Jili!1!S H. MAFP COL IN 22 June 1971 - 2 Lay 1972 
. 

WILLIAH B. BENTON lIrC m 2 May 1972 - 27 October 1972 

FRJ<JDEIliCK E. COOPER III LTC AR 27 October 1972 - 13 l<!arch 1973 
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ACS 

ACT 

AHC 

ASHe 

CAC 

CAG 

DRAC 

mrc 

ICCS 

JiC 

I,m III 

i-iR IV 

RAC 

RAN 

SilC 

sn 

AHi.\iOTh,~) C,; VJ\J.J.E rnU,lDHOU 

AIR CA V,\ LRY T ROOl? 

,\S8AUl1C ,1 ;T,ICOl"J:Zl{ CC1[f'A11',[ 

ASS,AUill SUl'POItl1 }IJr.JICOPl'~l COL(p .. ~l\rI 

AlliUM, '!Ll;\}',CJ COiU'AllY 

CORPS AVI!,>.'ION COl1l?liJolY 

COlillA'r A V.LITIOlT GliOUP 

E::PJilHI:,I;JtT~ .. lJ_~ l:ILI'rjR\ WT:L'.i.' 

I-illl~~]) :UARC')"TI'R8 .:·~r:)) m:i.:~D .UL,:;:t·,::::~ COHP.:::J:TY 

I:iIT'Jjl1l:T.ATIOrL~:r CeluLI :'.::(OH of' COI?J:RCL and Str.i?',JHV'i8IOI\f 

JOlrTt I-'L;:rJI).'.,,~.LY COf.~'LL~:3EIOlT 

HILI'l'ARY }~-X;'IOii TiDDID 

j!;J::,~ITJil{Y IG;X;.IOH ];'OUH 

R.JlX)OmlAI:JS,mCn A Il:ll'LA]L: COH?AHY 

nOXAL AUJ'.J!]'Llj:,:[JliT HllVY 
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:O:n 1968, ~,:"t off",nsiv0 o",urations domina'cud "'.ost of th,.: ao­
·c).vitius 01' 'Gho n.~Nly form"d Group_ DU!eillg th" 'J.'d offJnsive of 
19GB, l:viation CompanivG of the 164'ch CAG play",d vital an,'. dooid­
ing X0108 in th0 liburation of ;:;:)0 'l1rang, Can Th"), j3ac Trieu, Vinh 
Long, and in pr .. JVvntin(l tho; VC from oooupying ;Hany othor major 
o!:civs in 'Ght.) ll"lta. 'rho following ar" s",l,.otc.d U' anpl",s of ao­
tivi'bius d1.~ring ',ro:rc of 1968: 

On 31 January 1968, at 1500 hDurs a fir", tuam of 
AE-1 G Cobras from the 114til .~nc and a fir<; team of 
2 UII-1Cs I from ·th" 175th illIG woru soramblud to a 
kno~m VC oc,no",ntration SOtl'CilwuSt of 8a Doo. In ,,'­
Ouss of 150 sam:?ans w'oro dvstroy"d and ovor 100 "n­
amy troops wvro killud er woundod. Intollig<':ncCi r",­
ports lat~r indioat"d. that this aotion had dustroy"d 
thv main foroo whioh was to havv at·caok<..d Sa J)dO on 
th" initial nig~lt of tit" \:d off,.nsivu. 

On thu night of 1 ~'0bruary 1968, oombin"d assc..-ts 
from the: 121st illiG and tilu 336th illiC o,·nduotod a 
dangorous and huroio ;,ight oombat afclsault into Vinh 
Long A,l~' with duoisivu rJsults. '£llu airfi, .. ld ~IaS in 
a oritioal situation and in ~nminGnt dangur of boing 
ovurrun. ,/hilu on shox'c final, thu aS3ault foroel 
bl.igan to l:'o.Jcuivu hLavy {1'l=t.)'und fil:'u from nu-''!.\~rcuo 1(.1-
cat bns on uithur sid" ,)1' tIL Vinh Long runway _ 'l'hu 
troop transports we:r~ ins'cruct~d not t a us· .. suppr"s­
sivu fix" undo:;: any eL:oums','me,-, bo .• eaus,_ of th·J elost) 
pr::'~'imity of fri"ndly tr~t)l's. DiDr E"rding th,) in­
ti..:ns\,~ firu ann. dangux 1 thu transports continut..:d 
til0ir approaoh and. suoeussfully ins"r-t<..d thu soruly 
n~.l\jdvd ruinforcumwnts. This tim...:ly inourti:'l1 allow0d 
'ch~ d"f~nder3 tt, turn 'ch,~ -cidu, roo::mstitut~ ·thvir 
d~f\.Il1si..:s, and o .... curw thlJ aiJ:'fi'jld. 

On 2 Junu 1960, '~hu 7th Jq1.12drcn, 1st 1\ir Cavalry (minus B 
'freiDp) j:)in"d thu 164th C1\G and. ,;a:; static'nu'! at Vinh Long f).IF; 
'£llu assignmunt nf tllu 7/1st ;,US gruatly unhai1oc.d th" aviation 
and ":;>,,ratir,nol eapabilitius of foreus in 1JR IV. 

\:h0 7/1s·t J\CS ,laS ulltpbyud prina::5.1y 1:1 ·~~1. -1.4th :3iC (Sp..;­
oial Tnetical Zonu) along thd Ca,!bndian bord"r in th,) oC"nduot 
of "Opuratir'n }llael.rw,;k". Thu Cavalry 'l'r"ops I;UrU to intordiot 
and ha:r:as::~ l..l1Ul!lY movumc.:n·cs acrons th.,; bord~r in sD cializud oj)­
ox£1t1ons suoh as first and latrc ligh'c missi(1Cls, iiohawk - Cobra 
"Elm'cur ~<illur" '~vams, pUl>plu sniffwr missions and ground 1i8-
'~uninB ponts. 
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On 8 Duoumbur 196C, H:,]H l'r,·,,,;,, 7/1s·t llG:l ;'as rul"as.d fr;)m 
a"i;taol1m .. nt -Co thu 12th ClIG a.1ci r<..tt~r~"d to,witfJ ,l"runt u~it 
sta-cionud at Vinh Long. :Jlso, on t:is datu, th ... 214th C",] weB 
assign<.d· to tho 164th C1\G and soon mc'vud from Duar Cat, Nll III, 
to D~)ng Tan to ~:rupp; . .!xt; thu 9th U.U. Infantxy Division. :rho 
214th Cl;J3 was subs .. ,qu"ntl~' movuQ t,) Vinh 1"ng during liugust 1969, 
tel 8UPP():Lt Viotnam ... s" twits in ~lR IV. At tiL ·tim" of its "luV,,- . 
m"nt t;) Dong Tam, the- 214th C!\J) consi13tucl of th·J following 
units: 

IJ::C, 21lfth CAB 
135tu'llSsault Euliooptux C("'lJ?any 
336th lwsault l'<..liooptur C,)ml>ony 
147th ilssault SUPPDxt lio1icCl)tux Cumpany 

Thu 191st N'lC "Doomurangs" WOXu aO'/;ivate->d ('n 1 Duo'Jmbur 
1966, at jhrt lJxagg, north Caxolina and joinc..Q. the 164th Cl,G 
(",n 24 Hay 1968, at Can 'rho, RVN. 

On 1 l;;,vumbux 1968, t11u 162d ,no "V12l"tUX<..S" x"locat"d fxom 
'.R III t:; D·.'ng '~am, dt IV, and joinud th .. "v"r incr'JasinG ansuts 
of thu 164t 11 C.'G. 

On 1 J"uly 1969, thu 164th c .• e 1,ms task.,d with training ';ho 
211th and 217th Vl1 .. W :.!uliol_,)tur- ;,:iquE.tcb:nl1s of thu 7th VZ.t.F 'dins, 
Iiinh ilrny VI; "F1) in th·. pJ:inciylvs and t·,chniqu.,s ;)f airm"biL, 
oj!uxr:'~ iuns. This -erA inj~nB 1.-128 OClllJ!lu'C c:d in )tid'. 1969, nn(J. "Gh.::.: 

..tcwo VlLlii b,-;!.uG(lxons a.r0 l'lVf-1 net iv,~lJi SUppI:)xtin£1 l{'~ rv 'With avia­
"~i:,:m l,;" port is u. 

lI))n '.L1rn;;>]?, 3rd 8qundxrm, ~th CnvalXJ' "Light ~:~n.rs\)i tlatl.:r 
c:.,.>J'.cn[J·c"d 0/3/17) was nttac~lu(l L 7/1 st ilCS un 1 ;-;"lYGumbur 1969. 
I("lr,o[\"l;ing from D.·ng'ram to Vinh kng M,F, th,,;" "n8bl,)(1 th" 7/1st 
... C;..; "t.) lJ~;.,vidl; Iil{ IV \1ith Q x...;c,.·l1tloiuaoncv cGpnbility un'Jqu~.lJd 
in t 11u HVl\f. 

l"r:lm th<.. pvxiud of 29 iJPxil 1970 to 19 Lay 1970, at th" dix-
0c'Gion of '/;h" Co=ndur in Chiu!, tllO 164th C,\G poxticipaturl in 
l1U:',;(:Xuus oc:mbot ~")?~r~"cions in Cambodin. ;:l!ho (1)urntinnn 'Hithin 
Cnmb:"diD. wurl; duoign~d tl) dus-~j";()~ UiJulllj' supply CQchus ~nd b:l.sO 
Ci1lD:Y8 "~h:lt 'Wcru u:? tD this timl.' snnctun:ri .... s. During thd crnss­
b'::rd"r op"rotions, a t·.:tal of 2810 (:l1(:;S wux<.. olimi.na"Gcil., of 
'J:.icll 957 wvru KBiiS cr~di';;(jd t;; thu 164th CllG. C,'Nbin()d with 
((1;:lOX notl.vitius within HRIV, this g[",v" ',ill.> 164til C.:,G a r"c')ri! 
lilli, ouunt ',f 1444 un"my for th" (lli,ntll of l:.a~r 1970. In nddition, 
th" cnp-tux" of 1 096 individual "",nl)v]s awl 209 ox .. ", sc;xvvd "vo11-
ul'lS, 1411 t ms .)i' 1l11.1:"li1;i;lns, 75 "1:; -::1:3 of xic,.:, Qi.1ri 3 tons of m·Al .... 
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ical sU}JC:llios did much to disru!,t thu Q~'-ll\Ys' logistical facil­
i"tius nnd <!C·~ivitios. For its outstcnding efforts and Qccomplish­
munts in sup'.JGrt of "CI'l.!paign ;{"c" Crushor" I and II, and "Cuu 
Long" I and II, thu164th C,lG ruccivl.ld. tho Pruoidential Unit Cita­
tion. 

\1ith increased enr.:;>hasis on tho, Vietnm'l,ization p:r.ogram, tho 
164th CilG onco again found. its.,lf taskod "lith the training of VNllF 
:'Iulicopter So,uadrons. ilftor training kth pilots and muchnnics c:f 
th" no'~ly activat"d VUliF 225th and 227thSquadrcns, the 121st AHC 
and tho 336th ,mc of 164th CilG wuro deactivated and t hcir aircrnft 
and maintunancu oquillm<mt wer" 'Gransfuned to the VNllF. In addition, 
on 1 Novumber 1970, Soc Trang Airfiold, th" formor home cf tho 13th 
:Battalion, wns turned over to V}T/IF. Thes(! evunts were nrilestons 
in the VNki? Improvement and No<1ernization Program. 

I 

J)uring th" month of January 1971, thu 7/HCS, in a notoworthy 
operation, supported the 9·th 1,RVH Division in rf)aching a bulea­
gu,,:r.(.'<i US i:l})0cial li'orc .. s 'r...,am on :en Bec Hauntain. US troops of 
"D" 'rroop, 7/1 ,leS were inserted to assist in tho r",scue. This is 
not(.d as th<;) last t imo US Troops weri) omp' oyed in the :001ta. 

J\pri1 1971, saw I.llemon·~s of tho 164th C.'G involvod in deci­
sive actions against NY,l units infiltrating from Ca!i1b,)diCl to the 
U-,:i11h ~',)r()st. ARVl-T ground troops wer~ U8,jij 0" clusivoly ;;md €,:,ve 
n good acccunt of th .. msulv()s in SOIll(; of thu most hostih) ~ction 
to dc.to. 

Jis th·" VNlJ!' Improvl)m.,nt and Hodc:Jrnization oontinu·;,d, orders 
weru iC8ul)d for the: decruas0 of U. S. ~'orccs and J;~S()ts t broughout 
Viutnrun. :':he 307th CJiB was tho fir3t unit of the 164th C1.G to 
bugin standing d,,,o/I1 in Nay 1971 and wo,s doactivntc."Cl 30 days latGr. 

The 135th M:lC was renssig:1cd t" l;il1. TIl and ',inS rfJorganizud 
in thu process. This .::nd"d 0. most uniquu ;;:rmy nvia'G ion unit in 
Vi",tl1am. Tho "lil':U" (ii:' pvrimuntal ,'lilitcry Unit) ,,,as organized as 
a :nixed working forco of US .1rmy and Royal Australian Navy. WhIm 
thl: 135th MIC was r;;assignod, thl) RbliI assets loft RVN for deploy­
mont to thoir heme lend. 

In Au:;ust 1971, the 235t11 A-liC WDS reduced t.) a color detach­
m0nt and acs ignod to Fort Knox, Kontucky. 

lluassigned to Fort headu, Naryland on 1 SeptGmber 1971, tho 
271st ,\SHC had carri;)d ov"r 450,000 pass(;ngers and moved mar, .. than 
150,000 tons of cargo during its three "nd on0-h~lf years in i1VtT, 
;J:l. IV. /,lso, in SoptGmbor, the 191:l'c ,,',HC was deactivated nnd re­
r>l.~.c"d by the 18th Corps l,vi:::tion Com::;>ony, "Green D"lto", 'lhich 
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now provides the prilllQro' aviation su;;port to ))R.ilC Headquarters and its US advisers. 

':C'le 336th AHC, the last aviation unit at Dong Tam ,Hrfield, stood-do"n on 4 October 1971, for redeploymen~ ~o Fort Riley, Kansas. On 10 October 1971, the 221st RAC flew its last mis­sLm ending 'Ghe 164th CAG fi~'ed wing support of the Delta~ 

On 10 November 1971, the 214th CAG Eeadluarters was ordered to reduce to "0" s'~r",ngth. This was accom:)lished on 30 Novemb(')r 1971 and. the colors were transferred to E'Ol.-t Ste~lart, Georgia. Tl:e two romaining units, the 114th and 175th JlIiCs I were transfer­red to t:10 13 CAG. 

On 16 Decomber '1971, C/7/1 1IC'l' stood-down. The colors "ere transferrud to lrort Knox, Kentucky. 

On 1 J:iarch 1972, "C" Troop (Air) of the 16th Cavalry, the 18t:l Aviation Ccmpany (CrJrus), 774th jVledical Dotachment and the 345th Aviation D"tachm"nt lDi vis ional) were attached, a11'1 later assigned to th" 164th CAG. On this da'co also, the deactivation of 'Gne 52d and 62d Q,uartermaster Detachments Vias oompleted. 

The 175th AHC compluted cleaC'Givation on 10 i'iarch 1')72. 

'l'h() 147t h ASIlC, having complut"", ~edepl oymE:nt preparat ions and mcv()mc.nt to port, was reassigned to Hawaii on 15 ,:iarcil 1972. '.ch", "ame day, the 162d AHC and ;I0adquart(lrs Battery, 29th Artil­lory '10r" reassigned to the 11:;4th CAG. 

;'Ieadquarters a nd Headquarters Company, 13t h Combat -"via ti Dn 
D:t'~alion was r,oassigned to Fort Hood, 'J:eocas on 31 i'iarch 1972. On .~ ho same date, "A" and'B" 'rroops of th" 7/1 Air Cavalry Squndxon complc;t8d mov"mont to port and were rGassignod to 1'ort 10\0118, ~rashingt on. 

"C" Troop (Air) of the 3/17th Cavalry S~uodron complded re­dO:"loym'on'G pr,,,pnrntions, movemont to pc.rt, and ,lOS reassigned to :ciawaii on 1 April 1972. 

::UQdquClrt ".rs J3att<.lr,r, 29th AX'Gill.0x: com:'ldecl ,1 eact iVAtion on 5 AIJril 1972. On this dat" also, IIendquarturs and :oeadqusrt­eIS Troop of the 7/1 Air Covalry 'dqu.:'dron moved to port !!nd was ruassigned to J?or'~ ICnox, Kentucky_ n:U 1l Troop of the 1/1 .L~ir Jav­aIry fo11o,;"d the J"adqwlrtexs Company on 20 !\:9ril 1972. 

During this tumuHuous period, the 164th C.\G w~s still SU1)­porting u.S. B'orc()s and JIrVll operations, and continuvrJ. to do so through 8,o;Jtemb"r with till! t~o remnining operational, aviation 
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units. ..:.mlever, tho turmoil did not cease. .1ircrnft asse:ts of the units ~Ier(,) augm(mted, yut urll1,-do~m increments continued to rcmOV0 ::.)oxsonne1. 

C', 15 Suptomber 1972, th" 611th Tr,.,nsportation Company was assigned to thu Group in tha role of Direct Su!,porl :lointonanc",. During thv same; time fr(lme, all 1m rtr CH-47 aircraft 1,()re> as­signud to the 164th Group along with the missicn to provide all mudium helicopter support to both J-lRs III and IV. 'rhon th .. first nO\ls WIH3 rul()as()d thnt a C"as() ~'ir() could possibly b" "ffective on 31 October 1972. 'rh" coas" fire: foil"d to mntcri:;l.iz(l on this d,.,t13, but th" ,:lOst oatastrophio loss in tho Group history ooour­red. Jj C:£:-47 , returning from 1m III, was hit with an 0ne"lY 3.\-7 
Su:cf,~o~-to-Air l'iissile: which r.!sulted in th" death of 17 U.S. personnel. Of 43 known missile firings i~l the Delta, only one U.S. aircraft was hit. 

Through l'l(>vbf:lb"r and December 1972, the Group cont inued their su:.)por·c of hR III and i'ffi IV. During Jnnuary 1973, th" Group mlS taskwd to furnish uquipm0nt and pers(;nnd to 0stablish onv Flight D"tochmwnt for th" Intornationnl Commission for Control anrl Super­vision (ICeS) and onG for the Joint Lilitary COlll!iission (JliC). 

lit 0800 hours, 28 J::tnuary 1973, tho long awaited cease fire bocc-raw eff00t iVG. IIowover, the joy "as short lived. At 0945 hours, a pilot of the 18th CliC, flyine a marlc ... -.o. JliC airoraft was killud by the oontinuing host ilit i"s. This s~m" d"te enderl the mission of thu last Combat Unit in th" Delta. "C" Troop (Air) 16th Cnvalry stood-down. :'lft Gr prGparat ion and turning in equip­mun'" thu unit "as dC1ctivo"God on 17 F"bxu3ry 1973. 

On 16 :i'ebrunry 1973 th" 611th 'rc began phasing dOlm nnd th~ 1 uth CAC continuod to retrogrnrle C!1-47s. 30th units conti.nued their support missions. :It 1015 hClurs, a CH-47 , flying sUPJ)ort for tho JEC, was shot do,m appro··im~tulY 3 miles south of iln Loo, EVN. The pi lot waS seriously wound<2.'<l ani! the crew chief <lV'lcu.3ted in oriticnl condition due to suvurc burns. 

On 27 Fubruary 1973, the 18th Corps Aviation Company stood­
dO~1l1 and bugnn transf"rring equipm,"nt to VN,iF, "hilo oontinuing to su:??ort l'iR IV with 3 aircraft. Dr~,,-down "!IS complut,::d on 13 j'crch 1973 and tho unit w::s trnnfJfurr"d to l"orl 3,ragg, Horth Carolina. 

T;lO ['11th Transportation ComT,lnny, ;;<15th 1,viotion Detaohm~ (Divisicnal), and th" 774th 11edic·,l Dutcchm.mt "ere 'h,Qctivated on 13 :.:o,rch 1973 along "ith th" 164th :r."adqunrt()rs and :'!eadquar­tc:rn Cnmpany. 
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Duxing its fiv<: yu.~r QYl.E1·cc:nc'_. th" 164tll established the folloWlllg notow<.>rt by stat ist.ics: 

:i:I1XGO of its nine former command.ers Hunt on to be­
oome Gon"ral Officers. 

21,240 decoraticno wer" pr.sented. These includ.!ld-

1 PUC -----T HUC 
._ 15 DSC 

252 SS 
~ _..!2. LON 
.It.?98 DFC 

388 BS w/V 
3,153 AN w/V 
___ 8.4.£ AI-lCOH w/V 
._L41 Pi! 

T:ms, a vury small orl!l of ilmericlln History has ended. ,In ",xa of young ,\merio.~ns proving onc", again th" ~bility, tuchniclf,J. kno";l"dgtJ, desire, profussionalism, and c,'ura"o to perform Ilnd succ!led in th" fllce of all obstacl .. ,s. An ern of spirit nnd unity among mon which c.onnot bo ru·:;ixod. Th", spirit which nDurished til" 164tll Combat Aviation Group through 61 months of continuous oombat. The same spirit which will alw~ys be avail~bl!) to take up tho colors and succ<:"d agaia wh3n0ver the ne~~ arises. 
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