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273d AVIAn::,; C\..;;PANY (HEWY 1I1LI0J2TER) 
AND 

652d TIW!3,vRT;iTIC:: DETACH1'1L;1T (;;E:,VY :;Zi,IC0i'TER j"!LJ'l'E.;.ANCS) 
222d it VL',TI(;iJ BATTALrc,;i (lX!fBA'r) 

• 

1 st "VL'iT .LON B~I;:;,WE 

1 Janu~ry 1969 to 31 December 1969 

l'P..EPARED BY 
C<.)2 vlILLL,H G. I'CN7GCHEaY 
UNIT HIS'It,RI(;;(L OFFIC-r;R 

APPRC VED BY 

. r'" 

1~(\)0's,J< ,~&,'~ 
v/ARRlIN R; SILVl, 
liajor III 
COIDllumding 

LC-NG BINH PG::;T, REPti3LIC CF VI.:TJA;·, 
APO San Francisco 96384 
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This il'1nunl Supplar1en-t covers thG second yec.r -the 273d Aviation Comp:m,y 

(Hemy HGlicop-ter) and 652d Trnnsp,)rtation Detnchlllent (Hvy Hel :l<tint) has 

served the Ground and nir elc'··'.eilts of tho III i!o IV oor;)s operntionccl aren, 

Republic of Vietno.m. During thic iK!.i.:'iod tho unit hQ8 held 8ta~di:'l\8-t to 

i t r 0 reputation of cf:c'icicnt u;.1c1 Pj,-"otoGsioncl servico in i t l s llC3Vjr lift 

missions.. 'l'11i3 pro:t ~ssionn.l at-ti tudc is il1dic,1ti vc of tho pr:tc1c Q.11G. 

cspirit de corpo shared by ever'J me;",lber of t~10 2'1~,id }l,vi:'-ciol1 cotrpru13r, to 

advnncc a step furthGr [1):10n,:, th", U.S. Arny's elite. 
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The 273d ,\viation Company ([eavy helicopter) W1S constituted 28 J.;arci1 1967 

in the Regular Army, It was activated 25 April 1967 at Fort Sill, Oklahoma. 

CAHPAIGII PAll.TICIPATRN CREDIT I 

Duty Stations 

Fort Sill, Oklahoma 25 April 196'7 to 20 December 1967 

Vung Tau, Republic of Vietnrun 20 December 1957 to 20 November 1968 

LonG Binn Post, Republic of Vietnam 20 November 1968 to present 

C";,Jaigns 

Vietnam Counter Offensive, Phase III 

1 June 1967 to 29 Januart 1968 

TET Counter Offensive Campaign 30 January 1968 to 1 .\pril 1968 
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ClIAP'J:JR 2 
COLt .JliD) AND COh1\lOL 

273D AVIATIO;;r COb1'.AnY (HEAVY I£LICOP~~ER) 
652D TC DETACHLiEIh' (HVY IJ])L l\iAIHT) 

The first lL'1i t oamEln,nuer of tho 273<1 Am Co (Hvy Hel) wa,g 1,IAJOR JX.les E. 
Rogers, at Ft Sill, O)claJ..\oma, 11 Septembel' 1967 until 27 l!'ebruary 1968. 
Iff COL Gar! R. Hnf:Cner assumed CO'lT,la.nd on 28 February 1967 until 25 June 
1%8 at VU:1,--; 're1.U, Republic of 'ictc=. Najor Robert L, Stinnett assWteu 
CRDlnanc. on 26 June 196D until 13 Dccc;-lber 1<;6', at Vun." Tau, Hepublic of 
Vietnam. i.u;.JOR \{ilJ.iam K. Kuylr.cndnll aSGlL':lcil cenJm::llld on 14 DeCel'1ber 1968 
until 21 May 196" at Long Binh Post, Republic of Vicmron. I~OIl Robert 
lIilhelTl as,nllUed oO;;);J.o.11d of the 273d Am Co (Hv.:' Hel) 2:1 Hay 1 S69 until Z1 
November 196~. tiMOR Warren R. Silva assumed CO)11.:""\),1d of the 273d Am Co 
(Uvy Hel) 23 November 1969 until present. 

The firot 652<1 'l!ransportation DGtachmGnt OO.':'.=der was RobGrt F. Stemat 
frOTu 28 Au","tlst 1967 until 31 August 1968, 0,{4 Jcose Leonarc, o.sstu~ed com­
mand on 1 September 1968 until 13 December 1;:68. llAJOR Robert S. 17il1'1elm 
o.ssUUled cormua.nd on 14 December 1S68 ulltil 15 Februar'J 1969, at Long :8in1'1 
Fost, Republic of Vietnam. Lt Pharies B. Petty asoumed aor,T.lc'1.l1d on 16 Feb­
ruary 1969 until 25 November 1969. Lt John S. Justice assumed oommand of 
the 652d T=sportatiol1 DetaebmGnt 26 November 1969 un.til prosent. 
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!fEB C Ol'.i ,_:A~J)llit 

273j:J.WIATIOi, COt.lPANY (I{J;,lVY ilbLIOO: _:2) 
ii~clJOi( ;/A ... iJIEU H. ::iIL"" 

MAJOH Silva gradua t"d fl'Od The Ci taQe 1, the liili tnr:' 00110"e o:i.' South 
Carolina. on 6 Juno 1 Sl59 &'1d was CO~·(1~·'ltsGi('·nGl~ i:1'(:;o th: J.0f:;u:a r Arr~l rw . '. 
Second Isioutenwt, I;:li'cultry on tIle 6:1.:,10 c12.te. 

From Juno 195~; to December 1959, I,L,JOR Silv,oc sorved ::cs Rifle PIt L(11', Co. 
B, 20. Battle Group, 501st Airborne In:fo.ntry, 32d :lirCOlYl8 Division, nttcmdoc1 

. basic airborne school .:w.il1 the Infantry Officer Bosic ':ou::'sc, Ft 13o~1l1ing, Georgia. 
From December 1S59 to DGcembcr 1962 was as~i"nod ·Co '~'12 25th Infantry Division, 
Schofj.cJ.c1 !Jarrac~,s, Hawaii s0rving as llifle PIt Ldr, "/pns PIt Ldr, =0. Comp'1.l1Y 
EXGcutiv" Of..'icor ~lith 2d B,:,ttlo Group,21st I1u",ntry CC':lQ 2d Bat':-,lo Group, 35t:l 
Irrfwntry. Upon retunl to COhU::;, .I,.1!.JOH Silva a:titGl1de:G. the .c'iJ=cd Wi:13 i1.vi8.tor 
Courso at Ft Huo]~er, Alab31ik'\ and was rated p.s 8..'1. ArJY !.vir,tor in l'ovo""ber 1963. 
Upon grdauation he wr'.G assiC,110,d to Compnny B, 501st Lvintion BattCllion, 1st 
Armored .l!i vision, Ft hood, Texas and served ns Asst. :;):i, v Avn O:i.'?iccr, 1Iolicoptor 
Pilot, and GCll Sp'!; PIt 0orwlandor. DurinG t:lis 8.ssigr~en·G i .. :"\tTOI~ Sil·v.'l attended 
Rotnry ,':li).18 ! . ..!tmlii'ic.":.tiol1. Course at Ft t."!ol ters, Toxas anct boeC'tHO notary Yling 
qualified. !Crnnsitions while in this unit included t'1e OH-1}BJ, G, H, aad S 
model Observr-.tion Hulicopter EL':l0. the CiI-34C curr;o llC1; copter an HoE as qunli­
fyinG as an Instructor 1':i.lot in the OIL13 seri"s helicopter. JUlle 1965, so.\'I 
IYll,J'OH Silva reportil13 to 11't BerIDing, G(!or:.;ia :("or at'~"~lcl=ce at tho In:fo.l1try 
Officer Career Course, followed by UB-1 Tmnsition., From July 1~66 to July 1967 
he servGl.l ns a helicoptGr pilot in tho Republic of Viotno.m Vlhile (lGt::l~;nocc to 
Compony B, 1st Aviation Dattalion, 1st In:i:'c_':ltr;' lJivi:o;j.on. Follovli:v; hiD ro-
tum to COiN ... lJ.I.J'O"' Silva reported to l!'t 'ilol torn, 'rc~(J n.lll~ vr.\f3 aSGi71Cd to the 
U.S. Army Priruary Helicoptur School 0.0 COJ1Dl1'-'.lldin:.; OL'icor, 7th ','nrr[4':lt Of:::icer 
Candidate Comp..'l.DY' In ]'ebrual"J 1969 ;:AJOR Silva n~to;ldoc, CLi-54 T='Dj.tion 
while enroute to 11 oGcond tour in the "'epublic of ietn.",l"l. Upon arri v::ll in 
RVN in !:Iay 1~'6~ ho \las assigned as Asst. G-3, Headquc.rters, 1st Aviation Bril5::ldc 
and on 25 Hove7.,bcr 1 S'69 assumed Command 'of the 273d !.viCltion CQ)1Pany (Heavy 
Helicopter) "Sc;),crnrles. " 

1959: Co B, 501st Abn Int", 82c1 Abn Div, Rifle PIt L:::r 
1959: The Inff'.l1tl"J School, Basic Illfnntl"J Officer Course 
1959-1962: 25th Inf Di v, Hifle PIt Lar,; Wpns _PIt Lc1r, Company BlCGcuti ve Offioer 
1962-1963: U.S •• '.rrny Avintion School, "ix.ed \'illc, Aviators Course 
1963-1965: Co. B, 501st j,Vl1 En, 1st ArfUd :Viv, liotnry Wing Aviator, GGn Spt 

PIt ComclEmder 
1965-1966: 
1966-1967: 
1967-1]69: 
1969: 
1970: 

The Infantr] School, Ill:c8ntry Officer C~.r<3er Course 
Co. B, 1st Ilvll Dn, 1st I1U Div, RVN, Hot:::.ry WinG l'vic,tor 
U.S. ArsYi,' Pril'il".l"J Helicopter School, Company Comm['.nder 
Hendgnarters, 1,st Aviation Brigc.d", HVlf! i'sst. G-3 
273c1 AviEltion Voupony (Hc::cvy Helicopter), Company COhllJfmder 
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TL" 2nd i'.vi.-ticn Comptn.l "nd 6.52d Trrnspc,rc",a.'1 DetOlc'nznt began it's 
second year as a proven veter:m in su??ort of t:,e Free .iorld Forces in the 
Republic of Vietnam. ~Jith the hie;:l,tisl:ts of a prosperous first year bednd it, 
the unit be~an to l:lcve fvrward in a.n off~rt to establish an oven lJOrC oombat 
effeotive support elemei1t. Realizin;,; tho concept of this typo unit and aircraft 
were new to the military mission in Vietnam, the officers and men p:lused 10 
review the lessen learned in it's short history to effect an even more product­
ive year fer the heavy lift conoept. 

The l'nnth of Januar-.r was characterized by the unit sllcf)essfully completing the 
annual I.G. InspGction. The Terun Chief had ~~~y laudatory oomments on the units 
ad'1linistrative mission. Also during t':te s,:mo month Hr. Earry s. Paok, speci:;.l 
assist:mt to thtl goner.11 l;Janager, Vertol Division, visited the unit for 11 day, 
gathering pertinent infor;lliltion for developing a larGer and more powerful 
heavy lift ;1o'.icol"ter. Tilis afforded tho aircraws and maintrnanoe personnol a 
rare opportunity, as the user, to voioe a construotive opinion on future heavy 
lift airorllft. ;;1'. Paok and his assist~nt were favcr:,.bly ilnprossed by the per­
tinent dr ttl. compiled by tier, unit whilo oper" cing in a hostile environment. 

The unit wi ~nessed it. s second TL;T ofronsi ve in as !,lany years during tho month 
of February. Tbe unit cvac'J,~tcd drcr~£t. up to a period of thirty cLtys and oper­
ate<:! effectively fr,)l1l tw~ sntsJ.lite b:,sf's. AltlloUc;h t:le flying hours drcp,Joo 
dUI'ing .his peri.'Jd to tl low of 4'71 hours, t!::? 1,o\:est sinoe the unit has cperated 
at f1.111 stren~th, t'\,~ cbso o0,'r,iin,tion of IJissicn planninG by tr.e opertlti~ns 
pOrS'lllteJ ~nd tb(' "xl.~ arot.nd tho olook effort of 'Lito 6.52d Tr:msport-ltion 
Det"o~nllent, be unit d('l!lnnstratcd it.s incre'lsing versitD.li ty. Fehru'\ ry also 
,.1 tnesscd t:le de;'s rtl!J:'e of H.\JOR Ro'oert S. ',1ilbclm, 652d 'l'e .Det. C()lUla~,ndel' to 
the 222d .'Ivn BrI, as t~1~ En S-'} Officer. 1:e w:s repl~'ocd by Lt Pharies B. Petty 
1,'i t:1 tn E)xtnnsi vc maintenance baokround •. 

The flying -, )l,;r pr.l"r,:el f~r Uw mOll ~:i of March mlltch,1d tIle pro6rar.u'lcd flight 
'lev~' l, wi t'l an inore~ s,-. ill mO.intollc.l1CE' parts and operating from Q fixe:! base 
afte:.- TL'l'. the ,"ircr,~ft (lvaiJ.abili ty started ,~ ,"nr~ed up sl:ing. On 17 haroh 
1969, C':!4 Jaccbs ~nd C:13 Hetiz,"r experienoed tr:mS!~isslon failurE; in ahorl?f't 
443 norb of 'lay i!inh City. 'fhe aircraft ';Jas a total loss, 'but due to the 
experienoe pnd ;,'lrof~soiond judt;OIllent of t'-.e aircraft oomnander and pilot, 
on1y ?ne cro-,""'SiJber S'Jst inoJ any illjlirles ~.n,:: they were minor. 'this was the 
second tranSl·,is~ion fo.ilure in less th"n a year. Jm extElnsive investigation 
was initi:.:.t;Jc t::l s::ow oause due to wlterili f,·i1'.'1'e. 

April was ohar'lctorized by a dei'ini te lull in Illissi 'n hours res"uested by the 
support units. The brief pause allowed the 652d TC i)et:'.cJ'llnent "0 soale that 
l"ng ladder of :lv;).ila':JiJ.ity, a word well Imc ... n tc all :.:.vi!ttiori' units in Vietnam. 
Still feelinG t:l.) prHssurs of tho TJ,!,'T offensive, tr.e r1aintr.nance detao'iment 
attained a 67.rJf, as opposc.d to tho )6.2% at t:;G close of TZl'. 
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Also (:kri:12, this non·~;l, ce,-)rations relcasGu tho st3.~(;.0rin;;s figure on aircra.ft 
recovered during the first quarter of this colender ye,'r. A total of ninotean 
aircraft were reccvElrcd by t"e "SUperhooks" of tt10 27:;:d 1i.vi"tio;1 Company. 
Eleven CIl-47's, one Cr:-3!·~, one cT.:54, one ;'.',-iC;, tl<O Al-iL's, one OV-l and t,iQ 
OV-l0 aircraft. These nineteen aircraft ;r':Jp:'-G~Gn·t 8:.1. estiLmted.23.3'million 
dollar savings to t:w allied [.1i1 1 tary forces, Republic of Vietnam. 

Nay brin..;s "d.th it tbe beginL1g of tCl( honsoon seasen, known to well to every 
member of the Armed Forces serving in tl:e RElpublic c,f Viotnam as the "Hat" 
season. H:wever, the piLlts crelJs and maintenanco PSl'So:lnel of heavy helicopter 
units welcome the relief from the dust storms in the landing zones and t:le 
unneccessary wear on the many movin.; parts of a retorcr.o.ft. dinds up to 135 
knots encountered by the CH-,5LfA rotorwash can produce m::ny ,;nwn:ed characta,'­
istics in a llot, dry climatG:. The wet season effoctcd trll' units flyin" hc,ur 
program sOJ1le .. ~hat, but close coordin~tion with weaUler personnel lind operations 
of stlp,:orted units, t!lO mission of tbe 27:::ct Avill tion Conpnny (EeaY'! Felicopter) 
continued to be un ",fficien: operation. 

The mont:. of [ny e1so ',i tness6d a chan;;,e in cc,l:.r:~nd of t"e Su?er"l~()ks, LAJOR 
William K. KUykencL'l.ll having completed II r':'·'~rding to'lr as CC1:l!lanO:'Lng officer 
of the 27Jd Aviation Company (Heavy :Jelicojltcr) prep~rod to return to cm:lS 
and the long a.;ai ted r(?union with his family. I:is rcoplace:qont h'iJOR Robert S. 
Wilhelm, havinG served the unit pr()viou sly :;.s Cor,u'l",nding; Officer of the 652d 
Transport~tL>n Detachment, nssu:rrc.-d co;;u.u.nd 28 ;i;ly 1969. 

The 652d Tr411sporb tion Dotlchmcnt push<.:d tho units (\iz crdt availnbi.li ty 
to a record ~1iJ;h for t,lO nontil of June wi tb ;.n vuts ,.:.ndinz 82.7 P. To mainkin 
an :J.vailll.bilit;.r of 02.7% and fly 4;;9.5 hours i~ a record to be! cnvie:;. by '!n.t 
heavy helicopter unit servin;:: .in ,Vi()tl1";~. This is t!'uly ":1 jub ~()l:. uone' by 
the officers ant.i men of .... 0 6.52d Tr,qnspork. tbn Det:-crJ'.lr,mt in sl:;>;lOrt of the 
~73d Av1o.tion CO"lplJ.l1Y (J:eavy Helicopter) 11is5ion in the Reuuolic of ViAtn~l1. . , 

Anot:er bl'iS".t sl.l{)t in tr~e uni ts s:1Grt·list.)ry \.las ,ho l'oo.ttH·r; article in Enwk 
magazine (1st Avillticn Drio;rde) June issue, "Skycram:s - King.of tho Copter." 
The articl., ~ritten by C:i3 D::vid _!alters, unit F.r.O., is very discriptivo 
~intinJ out the versatile capabilitifls of t',lC CH-.54;l (T"Lei]!;). 

In July t 10 unit 6xceed,:d the previous five 'lOnths flying r:ours by flying 
,503.7 hours while muintaininJ a 71~. 2), av~,il' blli ty. The only month flyinG 
\10urs '.111ve exc"odEld this fiGure was JanuarJ, Hhcn be unit fle>l 536. 7 ~".lurs 
but only maintain,'d 11 67.5~ aV:lllabHity. Ibis is indicativa ef the professiona 
~upport maintcmmce and cl~se coordin"tion by the i.nit op"rDtion personnel to 
insure efficient use of aircraft flight til~e. 
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Alttc) during th .. · t,lonth of July t:·,,,, unl t lo,lIned ,m bportant factor while in 
~\lp,,,,rt of the U.S. ;·!avy, 51;la11 h')'lt:'~irlift oper.~ticn. Due to the extreme 
1~)t"1""ash cre: ted by the CH-54A, slno.ll rivorcrrft r.;ust be beached prior to 
h,ll)lmp. The rQto~.c5h up to 135 knots rendered the small craft uncontrolable 
and '",ok-up impossible. Procedures '.<,ore ini ta ted tl:rough Ai.S to t:18 River 
n:trin<> Force to insure all personnel were a1'are of the net·; tcehniques used in 
:<1·.t:ln bOil t airlift operation in the future. 

Cl,'sing out the m~nt:, of July, flig\lt operatbn issued a revised copy of tte 
units radius of action and type loads for ,he CH-54A. Also aircrcft recovered 
lW the SUperhook for the sE.cond q1)crter. Of eleven aircraft rocovered, four 
,.'01'\1 ar-l)7 helicopter's, one UH-1H helicopter, four OV-10 fixed wing, one C-123 
f.lxoo dne and one F-100 jet aircraft, fer an ostLuated 9.8 million dollars. 

A\\gust passed virtually without incident. Only the monsoon rain b:ll1ipered the 
unit's activities and this to a small extent. But the Super!10oks ffllJintained it'f 
prcgrrJ1l!lf'd fl tght hours. 

'rhG 273d Aviation Company (';cavy llelico"ter) reached a r,tilestor1€> in it's s';ort 
I\l~tory the first of September 1969. The crm;, CW2 Goorge;;. D,.ker, (;,,']2 David 
I' o 5-'IIun , and S?5 Georgo Northup, flew aircraft ;1427 throUeil tr,e units 10,OOOth 
fH b!lt hours. In loss than two ye'.'rs in-counlry and 10,000 flight hours, the 
unit. h:ls yet to suffer it·s first fatality, .l rr,ccrd held by fe,., units in Viet-

n·1". 
Tho Coomander, 1;"'JOR Robert S. '."ilhelm, intGrested in mc.1ntainin& the unl ts 
outs~ding record, issued.£. C:lllllll.:md letter to all avi:1tors, "OvergrGss Flight 
Opc>I'.,·Ucns," t: .. ts to insJro l,h,\ tall ('via tors r amain at'mre' of the capc.bili ties 
. lid lLitations of t:le aircraft. M;)ther stop to prol,loto professL:nalism with­
~n the unit. 

'rho unit continued it's normal 'support nissrton in the TLW i'linh, Son.:; Be, XU!!1l I 

I,I)C, .nea and carried missions elseu!lere througout the III :md IV Corps, com­
piling 471.6 hours with a 78.7~ av~ilability. 

Cotober .. ns characterized by receiving the quarterly safety award for t!le last 
q\\~rter fiscal year 69 and the first quarter fiscal yef'J.r 70. The unit received 
ttltl ~\I'rd f1'''111 jj"JCR GENEH .. ll. Allen H. Burdett, Cor-manding General 1st Aviation 
Ilde-de, Republic of Vietnau. This award is s,lared Hi til pride by every member 
/:If tlle unit, a true reflection of te31n'.'.'ork. 

Tho unit also received recognition in the newsp"ppr, The Anny Reporter for it·s 
orforts in support of t:,e Free~lorld Forces, Republic of Vietnam. t.lthoug':l 
bri4f', it depicts the basic role of the heny Hft helicopter CH-54A. 

1'ht'l unit exceeded the years flying rAcord again this l;lOnt!t by flying 642.6 .: 
hOlli'S, exceeded only in November 1968 with 69C hours, but carried a 73.41> avail· 
ability os compareJ to 6i-l·.4tj!, in November 1968. 
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November saw the begininc; of the end for the monsoon snason. ,;;i th the l'ICk of rpin f"l1 to control the dust clouds crected by the rotort~ash of the C. :-54A, the unit operati~ns fOJnd it necessary to initiate a progr= thro:gh tOle support ed units to clean up and oil down all landing zones used dally by the Superhooks Every precaution is taken during the dry SGason to prevent dal,}age to aircrcft servicing d;}sty fire support bases in r<'Jllote areas. 

On the first of Nove.'lIber 1969, the unit received be mission to support the Army Concept Team in Vietnc.m for a Fo .. Dissipation rroject. The un! t provided a project eV"lluator, end one 01-54" with airorew., C.12 Russ HeUson was selected as project evaluator, c,a Robert H. Scott, and c.,-l2 }illic.m Hontgomery .;ere test pil'Jts. The project is schedulod for completetion in la to Dececber. The findini3s of the proj"ct ~)ill be published at a lator date in the unit history. 

Also i?ovember Ni tnessed a lari:$e c:18ngeover of personnel wi thin the un! t. The commanding officer of the 27Jd Aviatl:>n Company and tht' 6,52d Transportation Detccbment respeotively and two flig:lt plato;m lSllders, the 1SG, and many other key personnel in maintenr,nce and aircraft cre .. luen. 

At the che.ng<' of cOlll!aand ceremonies 28 November 1969, rIMeR lJarren 1\. Silva assumed com,,; nd ':if the 27Jd Aviation Company from l-i..\JCR Robert S •. 1'1lhdm. 

The month of Dcc6lnber lias ch'lracterized by the unit completing the annual I.G. inspection. .il.though numerical ratings are not given, the te·om chi~f had many outstanding comments on the professional manner and tcamwork the personnel of the 27Jd Aviation Company excersized in preparing for this inspecti~n. i . , 
Also during this month astronaut Fr1'nk BonnAn visited the unit on his Viotn:llJl good will tour. C'llo 80rtnrn expressod a groat interest in the mission and capabilities of the C.{-54A (Tame). Eve;nthough an astronaut and quali'fiod in ' I Jr.llny aircraft Col. Borman was amazed by the complexity of the oircr"ft snd tho e'lse by whioh an aircraft this sue can be maintained. 

The unit lu-intained p 76.9'~ avnllability while far exceeding the progrclllll\OO months flying hours, a total of 6,56.5 hours, second highGst in the unit history. 
Flight operatiuns also released the :;,nnulll statistics for missions flown. The "SUper:"ook" recovered 51 do~med t1ircrJ.ft for a estilnated total of $78,0}'3,951.00. l/ith an annual lIverase avaU1.bility of 71.4;, the unit fl0W 6,129.;· hours moving 36,871 tons of sup.~lles for a grand total of 1,049,569.5 ton miles. Type aircraft rec~vercd by tole CI-9M are as follows I 

CH--47 -21 F-100 -1 

ai-54 -1 A-1E -2 

CP.'-34 -1 AH-1G -2 

CB-46 -1 m;-lH -6 

C-12J -1 OV-I0 -7 

c-46 -1 OV-1 -7 
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Of these statistics 1),724 sorties and 6,657 tasks ~pr£ flown, and of the 
total 6,129.) hO'lrs, 4,116 were mission hours, 2,01).) deadhead hours. 

T~le above statistics and the entire hist-orl of tile 27):1 Aviation Company 
(Heavy ;;elicopter) stands with pride llIi1on.; the l.S. ,\r.IlY Aviation element in 
support of t"e Free lYorld Forcos, Republic of Vietnam. This pride and espir~t 
de C01'PS is s',area by every mEl1lber of tho unit as we press forward among the 
U.S. army's elite. 

CHAPTER 4 
C PERolTD:.1I S 

During the calendar year 1969 the 27):1 Aviation Company (:::ea.vy Helicopter) 
and the 652d Transportation De~chmElllt (Heavy Helicopter Haintencnce) were 
Assigned to the 12th Aviation Group (Colub.,t), 222d Aviation Battalion (C01Ubat), 
further as~igned operlltional control to the 1st Air Cavalry Division, Republic 
of Vietnam. c,perational missi~ns for ,,11 allied forces operating within the 
III and IV Corps area were approved through ,I;\E. 1st Air Cavalry Division. 
This procedure hps been in effect since 20 Noveiuber 1,)68 to better coordinate 
mission requtlsts for the using unit., to insure proper techniques "ere used in 
rigging loads it'or heav.>' lift helic"pters and provide efficient use of the pro­
gramed flying hours for the Ca-54A. 

CHAPTER 5 
llEI!'LECTIONS 

A. The Following 1s ~ list of Major Awards presented to unit members during 
the year 1969. 

DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS 

MAJ Robert S. Wilhelm Cw, David E. Walters 

BRONZE STAR FOR MERITORIOUS SERVICE 

MAJ Robert S. Wilhelm CW3 Harry W. LaMonte 

CPT Edmund H. Israel CW; Douglas IV. Niles 

CPT Pharies B. Petty 1SG Robert W. Pelfrey' 

CW4 James M. Jacobs SFC Bobby A. Cooley 

CVl4 Alva W. Kepner SSG Wallace B. Bal!on 

CW4 Hichard N. Rex SP5 Ernest P.hinney 
! " 
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UAJ Charles H. Vo.nDusen 

CW4 In.''! C. Irvine 

CVI3 Philip H. Currier 

CW2 St[k"llcy A. Becker 

SFC T!10iJUS n. Woodard 

SP6 Jimmie VI. BlaelMell 

SSG Donnld G. Briggs 

SSG Edward Burns 

SSG Casper G. Gustafson 

SPG Lenzic E. Jones 

SPG Iawrynce 11ille 

SPG Ernest Phinney 

SSG 0lifford H. Smith 

SPG Jimi.1ie S1.llWlers 

SPG Hartwell B. Vlilson 

SP5 Joseph Brimmer 

SP5 Pedro A. Burgos 

SP5 David H. Brovill 

SP5 Stevon D. Bryant 

SP5 Richard C. Calvert 

SP5 George R. Clarke 

SP5 David ji • Diver 

SP5 Pra:'1z J. Do bIer 

SP5 DO:1C.J.d ~J. Dul[C"lay 

SP5 Edward J. Enos 

SGT Charles R. Estes 

SP5 William R. Foyt 

SP5 Robert Frazier 

SP5 Eddie L. Gaines 

SP5 Joaeph Gray 

SP5 Philip R. Ham"londs 

SP5 Francis E. Keiller 

SP5 Henry 11. Lewis 

SP5 John M. Marek 

SP5 Glenn J. M..1.whinney 

SP5 Miohael E. McClue 

SP5 Douglas W. r.1eGhee 

SP5 William J. Menze 1 

SP5 Bryson K. Miller 

SP5 Jerold Hoore 

SP5 Kent Nakashimn. 

SP5 David E. Pashby 

SP5 Rudolf B. Passion 

SP5 Stephen R. Riley 

SP5 Jose R. RodriGtlez 

SP5 Dj.etrich Schoenemann 

SGT Bruce J. Smith 

S£5 Dnni(~l 3mi th 

': ! 
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SP5 H.u,,'IlJ;loncl G, Volk 

SP5 'Jelzy Ylinston 

SP 4 Hay O. BCri.1nrc1 

S1'4 John Cac:\co 

SP4 James Camp 

SP4 Dnr;:'Cll W, ChapmDJ1 

SP4 villinm G, Gabcl 

SP 4 ;,.11 tonc p. Galle 

SP4 /'rthur U, Growdcn 

SP4 ImTy HelJuer 

SP4 Kcn:lcth Hoeppner 

SP4 Clifton Ivey 

SP4 Clayborn Johnson 

C) 

SP4 Davie, Jonos 

SP 4 l·'i chae 1 ICc 110' 

S~4 Romelle D, Kroll 

SP4 Clinton 0, Lc,rson 

SP4 i.lfrecl L::mterio 

SP4. Edvli'\rd LODez 

S1'4 John lJaglioncchetU 

SP4 Robert D, j,iarsh::U.l 

Sl?4 Laurent l'l, ),loCa11 

S1'4 Georsc /., Northup 

SP4 Ric~rd Paulson 

SP4 John H, Podigo 

SP4 Vinccnt ll..'1l,l<lino 

SP4 Lloyd E, noss 

SP4 LcOllUru Sodroslr,y 

SP4 Van Stonlworth Jr, 

SP4 Steven A, Striea 

SP4 John Wsestra Jr, 

B, This ullit did not suffer any fatalities durin.."; the year 1S69, 


