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POREWARD .

This Amnual Supplement covers the second year the 273G Aviation Company

(Heovy Helicopter) and 652d Tramsportation Detachment (Hvy Hel iint) has
served the ground end air elements of the IIT & IV corps operational arca,
Republic of Vietnam. During this period the uait hos held stoadiast to
it's reputation of efiicient anmd proicssional sevvice ia it's lLeavy Lift
missions, 'his wrofssional attitude is indicative of the pride ond
espirit de coryps shared by every menber of {he 27hd dvivtion company, to

advance a step further amons the U.3. Am,y's elite.
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LINEAGE ARD ECHCRS

The 273d Aviation Company (I eavy Lelicopter) was constituted 28 larch 1967
in the Regulﬁr Amy, It was activated 25 April 1667 at Fort Sill, Oklahoma.
CAMPAIGN PARTICIPATICN CREDIT:

Duty Stations

Fort Sil11, Oklahoma 25 April 1967 to 20 December 1967

Vung Tau, Republic of Vietnam 20 December 1957 to 20 November 1968

Long Binh Post, Republic of Vietnam 20 November 1968 to present

C-palgns

Vietnam Counter Offensive, Phase III

1 June 1967 to 29 January 1968

TET Counter Cffensive Campaign 30 January 1968 to 1 April 1968
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CHAPTIR 2
COLL AND AND COHIR0L
273D AVIATION COLPANY §HEAVY HELICOPYER)
652D TC DETACHLENY (HVY HeL BAINT)

The first unit commander of the 273d Awn Co (Hvy Hel) was MAJOR Janes E.
RBogers, at Pt 5111, Oklahoma, 11 September 1967 until 27 february 1968,

LI COL Gary R. Hofiner assumed coimand on 28 February 1567 until 25 June
1968 at Vuag Tau, Republic of Yictaam, Major Robert L, Stimnett assumed .-
cgmaand on 26 June 1963 until 13 Decenber 196 at Vung Tau, Hepublic of
Vietnam, L4dOR Willjam K. Kuyliendall assuzed command on 14 December 1968
until 21 May 196% at Long Binh Post, Republic of Vietnom, MAJOB Robert
Wilheln as-umed comand of the 273¢ Awn Co {Hvy Hel) 23 Hay 1969 until 27
November 1965, LAJOR Warren R, Silva assumed comionad of the 273d Ava Co
(Hvy Hel) 23 Fovember 1565 until present.

from 28 Auvgust 1967 until 31 August 1963, C#W4 Jesse Leonard asmumed com-
mand on 1 Septenber 1568 until 13 December 1063, iAJOR Robert §. Tlhelm
nssumed comaand on 14 December 1668 wntil 15 Pebruary 1969, at Loag Binh
Post, Republic of Vietnom. It Pharies B. Petty assumed cormnond on 16 Feb- -
ruary 1669 until 25 November 1969, Lt John S. Justice assumed command of
the 6524 Transportation Detachment 26 November 1969 wuntil prescnt.




PHR COM.ACDER
275DAVIATION COMPANY (HiaVy :LICO, J2R)
MAJOR WALREN R. SILVa

MAJOR Silva graduated from The Citadel, the Military Sollége of South
Corolina on 6 June 1959 and was comiissirned iato th: Regwlar Army as o
Second Iicutenent, Infantry on the swic date.

From Junc 1559 to December 1959, ilidOR Silva scrved as Rifle Plt Lar, Go,

B, 2d Battle Group; 501st Airborne Infantry, 32d Airtorme Yivision, attended
‘bagic airborne school =nd the Infantry Officer Basic loursc, Ft Baming, Georgia.
From Decenber 1959 to December 1962 was ascigned %o ‘o 25th Infantry Division,
Schofield Barracks, Hawaii serving as Rifle Plt Lar, Ypne P1t Lir, and Compony
Executive Ofiicer vith 2d Batile Group,21st Infantry and 2@ Batle Group, 35th
Intantry., Upon return to COWUN, .AJOR Silva attended the “ixed Winz Aviator
Course at Ft Rucller, Alabama and was rated as an Aray Avictor in Foveriber 1963.
Upon grdauation he wns assirmed to Company B, 501st iviation Battalion, 1st
Armored Yivision, Ft Liood, Texas and served as Asst. 2iv dvn Officer, Helicoptor
Pilot, and Gen Spi P1t Commander. During this assignment LAJOL Silva attended
Rotary Wing wualific.tion Course at Pt Wolters, Texas and beeann Dotary Ving
qualified. Yransitions while in this unit ineluded the OH-138, G, H, and S
HModel Obgervetion Hulicopter and the Cill-34C cargzo helicopter as well as quali-
fying ns an Instructor Pilot in the OH-13 serics helicopter. Jume 1965, saw
MAJOR Silva reportiny to It Benning, Georgia for ati:adance at the Infontry
Officer Carcer Course, followed by UH-1 Transition, From July 1066 to July 1967
he served as e helicopter pilot in the Republic of Vietnam vhile asnisned to
Company B, 1st Aviotion Datialion, 1st Inimntry Pivision. Following his re-
turn to COUL indOit Silva reported to It Wolters, Terms and wns assimmed to the
UsSe Army Primary Helicopter School as Commonding Ouiicer, 7th “arrant Officer
Candidate Company. In February 156¢ JAJOR Silva atiended Cil-54 Transition

while enroute to a second tour in the “epublic of "ietnom, Upon arrival in

RVN in May 196¢ he was assigned as Asst. G-3, Hendquarters, 1st Avintion Brigade
and on 25 Wovember 1969 assuned Command 'of the 273d Aviation Company (Heavy
Helicopter)"Siyeranes,”

ASSIGHMGETS

1959: Co B, 501st 4Abn Inf, 82d Abn Div, Rifle Flt Lir

1956t 'The Intrntry School, Basic Infantry Officer Courss

1956-1962t  25th Inf Div, Rifle P1t Idr, Wpns P1t Ldr, Company Hxecutive Officer

1562-1963: UsS. Army Avintion School, *ixed Wing Aviators Course

1963-1965: Co. B, 5013t Avn Bn, 1st Arad Piv, Hotary Ving Aviator, Gen Spt
P1t Commander .

1965166 The Infantry School, Infontry Officer Coreer Course

1966~1967¢ Co, B, 1st &va Dn, 1st Inf Div, RV, Rotery Wing dviator

1967-1369: U.S. Aryy Primary Helicopter School, Compeny Commander

1969: Hopdquarters, 18t Aviation Brigege, BVi, dsst. G-3

1970 2730 Aviation “ompauy (Heavy Hclicop‘terj, Company Commannder
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ChasTUR 3

I

te 2772d iwvislicn Comprny ~nd 6524 Tronsporiati.n Detae' nent began iiss

second year as a proven veteran in supnert of the Free Jdorld Forces in the
Republic of Vietnam, With the highlights cf a prospercus first yeir betiind it,
the unit bezan to mcve forward in an effert to establish an aven riore combat
effective support element, Realizing the cencept of this {ype unit and aireraft
were new to the military mission in Vietnam, the officers and men paused 1o
review the lesscn learned in it's short history to effect an even more product=-
ive year for the heavy 1ift concept,

The ninth of Januvary was charucterized by the unit sucressfully comploting the
annual I,G, Inspection. The Team Chief had nany laudatory comments on the units
adninistrative mission, Als»s during the seme month iir, Earry S, Pack, Special
assistant to the general manager, Vertol Division, visited the unit for a day,
gathering pertinent information for developinz a larger and more powerful

heavy 1lift zeclicopter, This afforded the aireraws and maintenances perscnnel a
rare opportunity, as the user, to vulcs a eccnstructive opinion on future heavy
1ift aireraft, !r, Pack and his assistant were faverebly improssed by the per-
tineni drta compiled by the unit while operiiing in a hostile environment,

The unit wilnessed ii's second TiT offensive in as umany years during ihe month
of February. The unit cvacusted airerafi up to a perlod of thirty diays and oper-
ated effectively from tus sstellite buses, Althousk the flying hours drepped
during .his perisd to a low of 471 hours, thz lcuest since the unit has cperated
at full stren;th, tic elosc ensrdination of nissicn 2lanning by the operations
pers-wtel ond the exira around the clock effort of iue 652d Transportation

Det ciment, the unit demonstrated it's increasing versitality, February also
witnessced the departure of HAJOR Robert S, iillelm, 652d 7C Det. Comusnder to
the 222d 4wn Bn, as the Zn S-" Offieccr. He wcs replreed by Lt Pharies B, Petty
wita en extensive maintenance backround, .

The flying Sawr progrsa for the monih of Mareh matehod the prozrarmed flight
‘level, with an inerease in maintonrice parts and operating from a fixcd base
after TEY, the ~ircraft availadility started a warked up swing. On 17 karch
1969, O Jaccbs and C.I3 Hetlzzr experienced transaission fallure in aireraft
b3 north of Tay iHnb City. The aireraft was a total luss,’but due to the
experience rnd profPssicnel judgument of t.e aireraft comnander and pilot,
only one crewnauber sust ined any injuries zns they were minor, This was the
second transcission failure in less than 1 year. An extensive investigation
was Initiztad to slow cause due te material f-ilure, '

April was characterized by a definiie 1lull in missi-m hours requested by the
support units, The brief pause allowed the 652d TC Dotzohment stc seale that
long ladder of availability, a word well kncwn tc ali aviation uniis in Vietnam,
5till feeling the pressure of the TuT offensive, the maintcnance detacument
attained a 67.0% as opposcd to the 56,2% at the close of TZT,
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Also during this montil, cuerations released the staziering [igure on aireraft
recoversd during the first quarter of this erlender yerr, 4 total of nineteen
aireraft were reccvered by tue "Superhooks™ of the 272d Aviation Company,
Eleven CH~47%s, one C/-3%, cne Ct5d, one .:~13, two Al-3's, one OV-1 and two
OV-10 aircraft, These nineteen aireraft represent an estimeted. 23,3 million
dollar savings to tie allied ailitary forces, Republic of Vietnan.

May brings with it the begining of the lonsoon seascn, kincwn to well to every
member of the Armmed Forces serving in the Republic cf Vietnam as the twotw
season. Erwever, the pilots crews and maintenance personnel of heavy helicopter
units welcome the relief from the dust siorms in tke landing zonss and the
unneccessary wear on the many moving parts of a rctorcraft. .Jinds up to 135
knots encountered by the CH-S44 rctorwash can produce miny unu-nied charactaie
istics in a hot, dry climatz, The wet season effected the units flying hour
program somewvhat, but clesc coordination with weatbher personnel and operations
of sup;:orted units, the mission of the 272d Aviation Conpany (Feavy Felicopter)
continucd to be an efficien: operation,

The menth of may ~lsc vitnessed a change in cautand of the Supericcks, KAJOR

William K. ZXuykendall having completed a rowarding tour as cemriancing officer
of the 273d Aviation Company (Heavy lleliespter) prepared to r-turn to COLLS
and the long awaited reunion with his family, I'is roplacement HAJOR Robert S,
Wilhelm, having served the unit proviously as Coiwianding Officer of the 652d
Transportstion Dotachment, asswivd coumand 28 sy 1969,

The 652d Transportation Dotzchment pustica tho units aizercft availavility

to a record Aizh for tao nontia of June with an wuts.anding 32,74, Tc maintzin
an availability of 82,73 end L1y 499.5 hours is a record to bo enviad by =ny
heavy helicopter unit serving in Vietnam, This is truly ™1 job wol: done? by
the officers and men of ...c 652d Transportztion Detrennent in support of the
272d Aviation Company (leavy fielicopter) mission in the Repudlic of Vietnan,
Anoter bright s2ot in the units short sdstory was .he featurc article in Fawk
magzzzine (lst Aviatien brigrde) June issue, "Skycranes - {ing of tho Copter,n
The article written by C./3 Devid Jalters, unit F.I.G., is very discriptive
peinting out thoe versatile capabilitles of the CH-54a (Taiss),

In July tie unit exceedod the previous five -onths flying hours by flying
503,7 nours while maintaining a 7h. 24 aveil-bility, The only month flying
hours have exceoded this fipure was Janvary, whon tac unit flew 536,7 hours
but only maintained a 67,58 availlavility, This 1s indicative of the professicna
support maintenance and elose coordinaticn by the wunit operstion personnel to
insurc efficient use of aireraft flight tiume. '
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Also during the wmonth of July tae unit learncd an important factor while in
supyort of the 0,5, MNavy, small bontrzirlift operaticn. Due to the extreme
protorash cre: ted by the CH-544, smsll riverersft iust be beached prior to
hookups, The rotorissh up to 135 knots rendered the small craft uncontrolable
and heok-up impossible, Procedures were initated through 4:5 to the River
Marine Force to insure all personnel were auare of the new techniques used in
anall boat airlift operation in the future, '

Closing out the wmonth of July, flight operation issued a revised copy of tre
units radius of action and type loads for (he CE-5%A., Also airer:ft recovered
Ly the Superhook for the second querter, Of eleven aircraft reccvored, four
vere JI=47 helicopter?'s, one UH-1H helicopter, four QV-10 fixed wing, one C~123
fixed ving and one F-100 jet aireraft, for an estiuated 9.8 million dollars,

aygust passed virtually without ineident. Only tke monsoon rain Lhampered the
unitts activities and this to a small extent. But the Superiooks maintained it*:

progrrmmrd flight hours,

The 273d Aviation Company ('ieavy Helico,ter) rcached a milestone in it's s-ort
hlatory the first of September 1969. The erow, CW2 Gecrge . Drker, (w2 David
i'osmun, and SP5 Georgo Horthup, flew aireraft 427 through tre units 10,000th
flight hours, 1In less than two yecrs in-ccuniry and 10,000 flight hours, the
unit has yet to suffer it's first fatality, a reccrd held by fev units in viet-

nne.

The Commander, liJOR Robert S. Wilhelm, intcrested in maintaining the units

outstanding record, issueds command letter to all aviators, "Overgress Flight
Oporrticns,"” tuls to insure that all sviators remain aware of the capabilities
«nd 11 .itations of the aircraft., Another step to promoto professionalism withe
in the unit, -

The unit continued it's normal 'support nisston in the Tey ifinh, Sonz Be, Xusn
Loe, area and carried missions elsewiere througout the IIT and IV Corps, com-
pdling 471.6 hours with a 78.75 avcoilability, :

Qotober was characterized by recelving the quarterly safety award for tae last
quarter fiscal year 69 and the first quarter fiscal Year 70, The unit received
he aw:rd from HAJCR GENERAL Alien M. Burdett, Cormanding General 1st Aviation
Irigade, Republic of Vietnam, This awsrd is shared with pride by every member

of the unit, a true Peflectlon of teamwork,

The unit also received recognition in the ncwspsper, The Army Reporter for it's
offorts in support of tie Free World Forces, Republic of Vietnam, Although
brief, it depicts the basic role of the hesvy 1ift helicopter CH~-54i.

The unit exceeded the years flying record again this month by flying 642,5
hours, excceded only in November 1968 with 69C hours, but carried a 73,44 avail.
ability as comparcd to 64.4% in November 1563,
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November saw the begining of the end for lhe nmonsoon scason.,  with the lack

of rain fall to control the dust clouds created by the rotorwash of the C =544,
the unit operatisns found it necessary to initiate a program thro.gh the support
ed units to clean up and oil down all landing zones used dally by the Superhooks
Every precaution is tsken during the dry scason to prevent damage to aireraft
servicing dusty fire support bases in renote areas,

On the first of Hovember 1969, the unit received tie mission to support the
Army Concept Team in Vietnam for a Foz Dissipation Project, The unit provided
a project eviluator, =nd one Cl=-5%4 with aircrew.. Cu.2 Russ lieilson was
selected as project evaluator, CwW2 Robert H, Scott, and W2 Hllick tiontzomery
vere test pilots, The praoject is scheduled for completetion in late Decenber,

- The findings of the proj:et will be published at a later date in the unit

nistory,

Mso Fovember witnessed a large casngeover of personnel within the unit, The
commanding oificer of the 273d aviation Company snd the 6524 Transportation
Detrchment respectlvely and two flight platoon leaders, the 15G, and many other
key personnel in maintensnce and aireraft erowmen,

At the chirngs of comand ceramonies 28 lovember 1969, HAJCR warren R, Silva
agsumed com.; nd o>f the 273d Aviation Company from :LAWJGR Robert S, Alhelnm,

The month of Docamber was characterized by the unit completing the anmual I.G,
inspection. .lthough numerical ratings are not given, the te~m chiaf had many
outstanding comments on the professional manner and teamwork the personnel of
the 273d Aviation Conpany excersized in preparing for this inspection,

Also during this month astronaut Fronk Bormen visited the unit on his Victnam
good will tour, €31, Bormen expressed a great interest in the mission and '
capabllities of the Ci-54A (Tarhe). Eventhough an astronaut and qualificd in
many airceraft Col, Borman was amazed by the complexity of the sirertft and

tho esse by which an alreraft this size e2n be maintained,

‘The unit w-intained » 26,9 availability while far axceeding the prograrmed

~ months flying hours, a total of 655.5 hours, second highest in the unit history,

Flight operations also released the znpual statistics for missions flown, The
"Superiook® recovered 51 downed aireraft for a estimated total of $78,038,951,00,
With an annual average availibility of 71.43%, the unit flew 6,129, hours
moving 26,871 tons of sup.lies for a grand total of 1,049,569,5 ton miles.

Type aireraft recsvered by the C~544 are as follows;

CH-47 «21 F-100 -1
q-54 -1 A-1E =2
CH-34 -1 AH-1G ~2
Ci-k6 -1 Uk~-1H -6
C-123 ~1 OV=10 -7

C-b6 -1 1}}\’?0V51 -7
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Of these statisties 13,724 sorties and 6,657 tasks vere flown, and of the
total 6,129.3 hours, b,116 were mission nours, 2,013,3 deadhead hours.

The above statistics and the entire history of tue 272d Aviation Company
(Heavy :lelicopter) stands with pride among the U,3, Army Aviation clement in
support of tie Free World Forccs, Republic of Vietnam., This pride and espir:it
de corps is shared by every member of the unit as we press forward among the
U,5, amy's elite,

CUAFTER 4
CPERATILNS

During the calendar year 1969 the 273d Aviation Cempeny (Zeavy Lelicopter)

and the 652d Transportation Detachment (Heavy Helicopter Haintensnce) were
assigned to the 12th Aviation Group (Combat), 222d Aviation Battalion (Combat),
further ascigned operational eontrol to the ist Air Cavalry Division, Republie
of Vietnam, (perational missions for 211 allied forces operating within the
IIT and IV Corps area were approved through AAE, 1st Air. Cavalry Division, _
This procedure h#s been in offect since 20 Novamber 1568 to botter coordinate -
mission requests for the using units, to insure proper technigques were used in
rigging loads For heavy 1ift helicopters and provide efficient use of the pro-
gramed flying hours for the CI-S4A,

i

CHAPTER 5
REFIECTIONS

A+ The Following is a 1ist of Major Awards pregented to unit members during
the year 1969._

DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS

MAJ Robert 8§, Wilhelm CW3 David E, Walters
BRONZE STAR FOR MERITORIOUS SERVICE

MAJ Hobert S, Wilhelm CW3 Harry W, IcMonte

CPT Edmmd H, Israel CW3 Douglas W, FNiles -
CPT Pharies B, Petty ' 15G Robert W, Pelfrey’

CW4 James M, Jacobs _- SFC Bobby A, Cooley

C¥W4 Alva W, Kepnei'_ : 886 Wallage ‘B, Bacon

CW4 Richard N, Rex . _. i _ _ ' SPS Ernest Ph:l._nney

i3 Frod D, Burroll




ARIY COIT BNDATION MEDAL

H4J Charles H. VanDusen S5P5 Eaward J. Fnos '

é CW4 Ian C, Irvine SGT Charles R. Estes |
g C¥W3 Philip H, Currier SP5 William R, Foy+t
t Cil2 Stanley A, Becker 5P5 Robert Frazier |
g SFC Thouas R, Yoodard SP5 Bddie L. Gaines
: SP6 Jimmie W. Blackwell SP5 Jogeph Gray
' E S8G Donald G, Brigss SP5 Philip R. Homvonds 5
$8¢ Egward Bums 8P5 Francis E, Beiller I
; S8G Casper G, Gustafson SP5 Henry M, Iewis
| S5P6 Lenzic B, Jones SPs John M. Mareck
SP6 James Helnally SP5 Glenn J. Mawhinney |
; |
% SP6 Lawrence ldlle SE5 HMichael E, McClue

SP6 Ernest Phinney SP5 Douglas W, McGhee

SPg Jimie Sﬁmmers SP5 Bryson K, MHiller

SP6 Hortwell B. Wilson SP5 Jerold Moore !

SP5 Joseph Brimmer SP5 Kent Nakashimn

| . |
; SP5 Pedro A. Burgos P5 Davig E, Paghby

SP5 David H, Brown 5P5 Rudolf B, Passion

3P5 Steven D. Bryant SPs5 Stephen R, Riley

SP5 Richard C. Calvert 525 Jogse R, Rodriguez |

SP5 George R. Clarke SE5 Vietrich Schoenemann

SP5 David Ii, Divor S5 Beasley Surles Jr.

SP5 Franz J, Jobler SE5 Janes Stone

SGL Bruce J, Smith

5P5 Doacld E. Dulancy

SP5 William R, DuRette 545 Dondel Smith




S¥5 Ermcest B, Vien:
Sks quuoﬁd G, VolXk
SP5 elzy Winston
5P4 Itichard L, imdres
SP4 Hay O, Beranrd

SP4 Jirpie Branson

- 8P4 John Cacnce

SP4 James Comp

SPy Da.froll W. Chapman
SP4 fhomas Yuzmn

8P4 Charles ., Ydwards
SP4 Williom G. Gabel
SP4 intone P, Gaug

OSP4 Lrthur 11, Growden
SP4 Larry ielmer

SP4 Kemicth Hoeppnor
SP4 Clifton Ivey

8P4 Clayborn Johnson

9

SP4 David Jones

SP4 liichael Xelly

SB4 Romelle L, &roll
8P4 Clinton O, Iorson
8P4 Lifred Imuterio
SP4,Edw‘—a;rd Lonez

SP4 John Haglioacchetdi
8P4 Robert U, larshall
S¥4 Lourent H, McCall
SP4 George L. Northup
SP4 Yhomns P, Ore

SP4 Richard Paulson
SP4 Joun H, Fedigo

SP4 Viz;cent Randino
SP4 Iloyd E, Roas

SP4 Leonard Sodroslky
8P4 Van SMlﬁofth Jr,
SP4 Steven A, Striga

SP4 John Weestra I,

R

B, This unit did not suffer eny fatalities during the year 1969. _




