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POREYWARD

This Annual Supplement covers the second year the 2733 Aviation Compoany

(Henvy Helicopter) and 652d Transportation Detachment (Hvy Hel ldnt) has ,

served the ground and air elements of the III & IV corns operational arca,
Ropublic of Vietnam. During this peiriod the wnit has held steadingt to :

it's reputation of cfcicient ané provessional service in it's heavy 1Lift
missions, ‘This prof:ssional atiitude is indieative of the pride and o
espirit de corps shared by every menber of the 275¢ dviwtion company, to |

advonce a step further mmonz the UlS. Army's elite. f
: i
|




LINBAGE ARND ECEORS

The 273d Aviation Company (leavy kelicopter) was constituted 28 Narch 196?
in the Regular Amy. It was activated 25 April 1567 at Fort $ill, Oklahoma.
CAMPAIGN PARTICIPATICN CRIDIT:

Duty Stations

Fort Sill, Oklahoma 25 April 1967 to 20 December 1967

Vung Tau, Republic of Vietnam 20 December 1957 to 20 November 1968

Long Binh Post, Republic of Vietnam 20 November 1968 to present

Crpaigns

Vietnam Counter Offensive, Phase III

1 June 1967 to 29 January 1968

TET Counter Offensive Campaign 30 January 1963 to 1 April 1968




CHAPTZR 2
C0el AWD AND COLMTROL
273D AVIATION COLPANY %HBAVV HELICOPTER)
£52D TC DETACHIETY (HVY HEL MALIY)

The first wait commmnder of the 273d Avn Co (Hvy Hel) was MAJOR Janes E.
Rogera, at 7t 8111, Oklalhoma, 11 September 1967 wntil 27 February 1968,

LT COL Gary R. Hofiner assumed cormand on 28 February 1967 uatil 25 June
1668 at Vuny Tau, Republic of Victnau, Mojor Robert I, Stinnett assuned .-
cgmaand on 25 June 1963 until 13 Decenber 196" at Vung Tau, Hepublic of
Vietnam. [adOR ¥William K. Kuylzendall assumed comond on 14 December 1858
wntil 21 May 1964 at Long Binh Post, Republic of Vietnam. MAJOR Robert
Wilheln asrumed comnand of the 273d Awn Co (8vir Hel) 23 iay 1569 until 27
Novenber 1962, [MAJOR VWarren R, Silva asoued com:and of the 2734 Avn Co
(v Hel) 23 November 1$6S until present.

The firot 652¢ ‘fransportation Detachment Co-wiander was Nobert F. Sternat
from 28 August 1967 until 31 August 1968, CW4 Jesse Leonari asmuzed com-
nand on 1 Septenber 1963 until 13 December 1063, uAJOR Robert S. Yilhelm
assumed comamnd on 14 December 1668 until 15 February 1969, at Long Binh
Post, Republic of Vietnam. Lt FPharies B. Petty assumed cormmnnd on 16 Feb- -
ruary 1969 wntil 25 November 1569, It John S. Justice asgumed command of
the 6524 Transportatiocn Detachment 26 Wovember 1969 until prescnt.
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THT COLLAIDER \
275DAVIATIOL COMPANY (FLiaVY LICOEER)
MaJOd WAUTEH R. SILVa

MAJOR Silva graduated from The Citadel, the Hilitory Collége of South
Carolina on 6 June 1959 and was comiissicned into the Regwar Army as o
Second Llicutenont, Lofantry oa the saac date.

From Junc 1959 to December 1959, HuJOR Silva served as Rifle P14 Ldr, Co.
B, 2d Battle Group, 501st Airborne Iafantry, 32d Airborne Division, attended

‘bagic airborne school and the Infantry Officer Basic Course, Pt Baming, Georgia.

From December 1959 to December 1962 was ascigned %o thz 25th Infantry Division,
Schofield Jarracks, lawaii scrving es Rifle P1t Ldr, Wpns P1t Ldr, and Compnny
Brecutive Oflicer vith 2& Batile Group,21st Infantry and 2d Battle Group, 35th
Infantry, Upon return to COWUY, .sJOR Silva attended the “ixed Wing dviator
Coursc at Ft Rucler, Alabama and vas rated as on Aray Aviotor in November 1963.
Upon grdauation he was assiyned to Company B, 501st Lviation Batinlion, 1st
Armored Yivision, Pt Hood, Texas and served ns Asst. Div Avm Offilcer, Helicopter
Pilot, and Gen Spt Plt “ommander., During this assignment LAJOR Silva attended
Rotary "Mag wualifiec.tion Course at It Tolters, Texas and become Notary Wing
qualified, Yransitiong while in this uwnit included the OH-~13E, G, H, and S
Model Observation Helicopter and the Cil-34C cargo helicopter as well ag quali-
fying as an Instructor Yilot in the OH-13 gerivs helicopter. Juanc 1965, saw
MAJOR Silva reportinz to ¥t Benning, Georgia Tor atitendance at the Infontry
Officer Carcer Course, followed by Ul-1 Transition. From July 1966 to July 1967
he served as a helicopter pilot in the Republic of Vietnam while assizned to
Company B, 1st Avintion Battalion, 1st Infantry Pivicsion. Following his ro-
turn to COMUu LndOrt Silva reported to It Wolters, Tevms and was assimed to the
UeS. Army Primary Helicopter School as Comamding Oviicer, 7th “arrant Officer
Condidate Company. In February 1669 LAJCR Silva a'\l-,tendccl Cii54 Tronsition
while enroute to a second tour in the tepublic of "ietnnm, Upon arrival in

RVN in May 1969 he was assigned as Asst. G-3, Hendquarters, 13t Aviation Brigade
and on 26 November 1C69 assumcd Command ‘of the 273d Aviation Corpany (Heavy
Helicopter)"Siyoranes.," :

LASSTGRIGLITS

1959: Co B, 501st Abn Inf, 824 Abn Div, Rifle P1t Lir

195Gt 'The Infnntry School, Basic Infantry Officer Course :
1955-1962¢ 25th Inf Div, Rifle P1t Idr, Wpns P1t Idr, Company Executive Officer

1962-1963: U8+ drmy Aviation School, +ixed Wing dAviators Course

1963-1965: Co. B, 5018t ivn Bn, 1st Amd Viv, Hotary Wing Aviator, Gen Spt
P1t Cowander :

1665-1966% The Infantry School, Infantry Officer Corecer Course

19661967t Co, B, 1st Ava Bn, 1st Inf Div, RVH, Rotary Wing dviator

1967-1369¢ U.S. Arny Primory Helicopter School, Company Commander

1969: Headquarters, 1st Aviation Brigade, RV, Asst. G-3

1970 2734 Aviation Yompony (Heavy Helicopterj, Company Coumaaader
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The 2724 Avi-licn Coxprny "nd 6524 Tronsporiati oa Detae mant began itts

second year as a proven veteran in suppert of the Free .orld Ferces in the
Republic of Vieinam. With the higinlights ¢f a prospercus first year beiind it,
the unit bezan to mcve forward in an offert to establish an oven nore convat
effective support element. Realizin: the concept of this type unit and aircraft
wers new to the military mission in Vietnam, the officers and men parused to
review the lesson lesarned in it's short history to effect an even more producte
ive year for the heavy 1lift concept,

The menth of Janvary was charccterized by the unit successfully completing the
annual I,G, Inspeetion. The Team Chief had nany laudatory comments on the units
adninistrative mission, Also during the seme menth iir, Farry S, Pack, gpceial
assistant to the general manager, Vertol Division, visited the unit for a day,
gathering pertinent information for developing a larger and more powerful

heavy 1ift helicopter, This afforded the airerews and maintcnance perscnnsl a
rare opportunity, as the user, to volce a constructive opinion on future heavy
1ift aireraft, !ir, Pack and his assistint were favor:bly ilipressed by the per-
tinent drta compiled by tac unit while operating in 2 hostile environment,

The unit witnessed 1!'s second TuT offensive in as many years during ihe wmonth
of February, The unit cvacusted airer:ft up to a period of thirty days and oper-
ated effectively from tus sztellite bases, Althouck tie flying hours drcpped
during .his perisd to a low of 471 hours, thz lovest since the unit has cperatoed
at full strenith, ti: close conrdin tion of missicn dlanning by the operitiims
pers=mel ond the exira around the elock effort of iie 652d Transportation
Det:eiment, the unit demonstrated iti's increasing versitality, February also
witnesscd the dejsrture of HAJOK Rodert S. Hlhelm, €52d 1C Det. Cumuander to
the 222d 4wn Bn, as tiae En S~ Officer. Lie wes repi~ecd by Lt Pharies B. Petty
with &n extinsive maintenance backround.

The flylng “aur program for Loe monih of Mareh matehod the programed flight
level, with an ineresse in mointoncnce parts and operating from a fixcd base
after TCY, the ~ircraft availability started a warced up suings On 17 larch
1969, G4 Jaecbs ond C.13 Hetlzzr experienced transaission failure in aireraft
L43 norta of Tay idnh City. The aircraft was a total luss, 'but due to the
experiencc end prof®ssicncl judgument of the aireraft commander and pilot,
only one crevmanber sist incd any injuries znd they were ninor, This was the
second transrission failure in less than a year, in extensive investigation
was initiated to slow cause due to material frilure,

April was charactorized by a definite 1ull in missi-n hours regUested by the
support units, The brief pause allowed the 652d TC Retrehment gtc scale that
long ladder of availa®ility, a word well kncwn tc a1l aviaticn units in Vietnam,
Stili feeling the pressurs of the Til offensive, the nmaintenance detacament
attained a 67.0% as opposcd to the 56.2% at the closa of TAT.




The month of pay ~1lsc vitnessed a change in ccumand of the Supericcks, FAJOR

Also during this menin, cperations relcassd the stagiering [izure on aircraft
recoverad during the first quarter of this colunder yerr. & total of nineteen
aircraft were reccvered by tue "Superhooks® of the 272d iviaticn Campany,
Eleven CH-47%s, one Cii=3%, cne Ch:54, one ai=1G, twe 41-E's, one OV-l and two
OV-10 aircraft, These nineteen aircraft Topresent ai estimated. 23,3 million
dollar savings to tie allied military forces, Republic of Vietnain,

May brings with it the begiring of th: Honsoon seascn, known to well to every
member of the Armed Forces serving in the Republic of Vietnam as the ftuoti
season, H:wever, the pilsts creuws and maintenance parsonnel of hieavy helicopter
units welcome the relief Ifrom the dust stoms in the landing zones end the
unnsccessary wear on tte many moving parts of a rctoreraft, Jinds up to 135
knots encountered by the Qi-544 rctorwash can produce niny unusnied character-
istics in a hot, dry elimate, The wot season elffeccted thue units flyinz hour
program somewvhat, but elcsc coordination with wealler personncl and operations
of sup:orted units, the missicn of the 273d Aviation Company (Beavy Felicopter)
continucd to be an efficien: operation,

William K, Xuykendall having completed a resurding tour as cemnanding officer
of the 273d aAviation Company (Hioavy Ileliccpter) prepared to r-turn to CONLS
and the long awaited reunion with his family. Iils roplacescnt 1AJOR Robert S,
Wilhelm, having served the unit proviously as Comtianding Officer of the 652d
Transportetion Dotachment, assunvd coimand 28 day 1969,

The 652d Transportation Dot:chment pushicd the units airercft availability

to a record aizh for tio nontih of June with in cuts.anding 82,74, Tc maintzin
an availability of 82,7% and fly 499,5 hours is a record to be envied by sny

heavy helicopter unit serving in Victnam, This is truly *a Job woult done® by

the officers and men of ..o 6524 Transportztion Detcetiment in support of the

272d Aviation Contpany (Leavy Eelicopter) mission in the Republic of V'ietnam2

Anot er brizht spot in the units short story was Lheo featurc article in Fowk ,

magazine (1st Aviaticn brigeda) June issue, "Skyerancs - ing. of the Copter,n |
The article written by C.JZ Devid .Jalters, unit F,I1.0., is very discriptive - -
pointing out the versatile capabilities of thae CH=54 (T.0TE). )

In July tie unit exceedeod the previocus five -onths flying hours by flying

5037 nours while maintaining a 74425 avoil:bility, The only mcnth flying
aours have exceeded this figure was Janvary, when tac unit flew 536.7 auurs
but only maintain:d a 67455 avallability, This is indicative eof the preressicna
support maintenance and close coordination by the unit operstion perscnnel to g
insure efficient use of aircraft flight time, ' ‘ H
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Also during tae month of July t:e unit learned sn important factor while in
supgort of the 0,3, ¥avy, small bont-airlift operaticn, Jue to the extreme
rotoruash cre:ted by the CH=54A, small riverersft rust be beached prior to
hookup, The rotorursh up to 135 knots rendered the small craft uncontrolable
and hook-up impossible, Procedurcs wcre initated through AE to the River
Marine Force tc insure all personnel were aware of the new techniques used in
srrall boat airlift operation in the future,

Closing out the montih of July, flight operatisn issued a revised copy of the
units radius of action and type loads for he CH-%%4, Also airer-ft recovered
by the Superhook for the second querter, Of eleven aircraft rocovered, four
were Ci-17 helicopter's, one UH-1H hclicopter, four OV-10 fixed wing, one C-123
fixed ving and one F-100 jet aireraft, for an estiuated 9.8 million dollars,

August passed virtually without incident, Only tke monsoon rain hampered the
unit's activities and this to 2 small extent, But the Superhooks mnintained itf:
programmed flight hours,

The 273d Aviation Company (ieavy Helico;ter) rcached a milestone in it's s ort
history the first of Septamber 1969. The crew, CW2 Gecrge W. Doker, CW2 David
Yosmun, and SP5 Georgo Northup, flcw alreraft U427 througn the units 10,000th
fiight hours. 1In less than two yerrs in-ccuniry and 10,000 flight hours, the
unlt has yet to suffer it's first fatality, a rocord held by fer units in Viet-
nan,

The Commander, !iJOR Robert S. Wilhelm, intcrested in mainiaining the units
outstanding record, issued. command letter to all aviators, "Cvergress Flight
Opersticns,™ tuis to insure that all rviators remain avare of the capabilities
znd lluitations of the aircraft. Another step to promote professionalism with-
in the unit, _

The unit continused it's normal ‘support alsston in the Tay ilink, Sonz Be, Xusn |
Loc, area and carried missions elsewhere througout the IIT end IV Corps, com-
piling 471.6 hours with a 78.74 avmilability, :

Cctober was characterized by receiving ihe quarterly safety award for tae last

quarter fiscal year 69 and the first quarter fiscal year 70. The unit recesived
the awsrd from HAJCR GUNERAL Alien M, Burdett, Commanding General 1st Aviation

Brigade, Republic of Vietnam. This awsrd is saared with pride by every member

of the unit, a true reflection of teamwork,

The unit also recoived recognition in the newspaper, The Army Reporter for it's
efforts in support of tie Free MWorld Forces, Republic of Vietnam, Although
brief, it depicts the basic role of ihe hesvy 1ift helicopter CH~54i.

The unit exceeded the years flying record again this month by flying 642,56 -
hours, execeded only in Fovember 1968 with 69C hours, but ecarried a 7344 avail-
ability as comparcd to 64.43 in November 1563,
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November saw the begining of the end for ihe rionsoen season.  with the laeck

of rain fall to control the dust clouds created by the rotoruash of the Cl=544,
the unit operatisns found it necessary to initiate a progran thro.gh the support
ed units to clean up and oil down all landing zones uscd daily by the Supsrhooks
Every precaution is taken during the dry scason to Prevent damage to aircraft
servicing dusty fire support bases in remcte areas,

On the first of Hovember 1969, the unit roceived tie mission to support the
Army Concept Team in Vietnam for o Foz Dissipation rroject. The unit provided
a project evaluator, and one Cl-54. with alrcrew,. Cu2 Russ leilson wns
selacted as project evaluator, CW2 Robert H, Scott, and Cw2 Hlliem liontgomery
vere test pilots, The praject is scheduled for conpletetion in late Docenber,
The findings of the prejsct will be published at a lator date in the unit

hi Sthy.

Also Fovember witnessed a large crangeover of perscnnel within the unit. The
commanding officer of the 273d Aviation Company end the 652d Transportation
Detrchment respectively and two flight platoon leaders, the 15G, and nany other
key personnel in maintenznee and aireraft crewnen,

At the ehonge of comiand ceremonies 28 November 1969, lLiJCR warren R. Silva
assumed com.: nd of the 273d Aviation Compeny from HAJCR Robert S, jilhelm,

The month of Decamber was characterizod by the unit completing the annual 1I.G,
inspection, although numerical ratings are not given, the te~m chiaf had many
outstanding comments on the professional manner and tcemwork the personnel of

the 273d Aviation Conpany excersized in preparing far this inspection,

Also during this month astronaut Frenk Bormen visited the unit on his Victnam
good will tour. C=21, Bormen expressed a great Interest in the mission and ‘
capabilities of the C{=54A (Tarhe), Eventhough an astronaut and qualified in
rany aircraft Col, Borman was amazed by the complexity of the sirercft and

the ense by which an aireraft this gize c¢zn be maintainoed,

‘The unit w-intained » 76,94 avallability while far exceeding the programmed

" months f1ying hours, a total of 655,5 hours, second highust in the unit history,

Flight operations also releascd tie annual statistics for missions flown, The
"Superhook® recovered 51 downed aireraft for a estimated total of $78,033,951,00,
With an annual averoge availibility of 71.4%, the unit flew 6,129.” hours
moving 36,871 tons of sup.lies for a grand total of 1,049,569,5 ton miles.

Type aircraft rec:vered by tie =544 are as follows;

Cli-b7 =21 F=100 -1
Q-5 -1 A-1E -2
CH~% -1 AH-1G ~2
Gl-46 -1 Uk~1H <6
c-123 -1 OV-10 ~7

C~h46 -1 _'ov-l_ -7




Of these statistics 13,724 sorties and 6,657 tasks vere flown, and of the
total 6,129.3 thoars, 4,116 were mission hours, 2,013,3 deadhead hours,

The above statistics and the entire histlory of tue 273d Aviation Company
(Heavy :elicopter) stands with pride amon.; the i,3, Army Aviatdon olement in
support of the Free World Forecs, Republic of Vietnan, Tais pride snd espirit

de corps is shared by every member of the unit as we press forward among the
U.S5. army's elito.

CHAFTER &
CPERATILNS

‘During the calendar year 1969 tho 273d Aviation Company (“eavy llelicopter)

and the 652d Transportation Detachment (Heavy Helieccpter laintensnce) were ,
assigned to the 12th Aviation Group (Combat), 222d Aviation Battalion (Combat ),
further assigned operztional control to the lst Alr Cavalry Divlision, Republic
of Vietnam, (porational missions for =11 allied forces operating within tne
III and IV Corps area were approved through (AE, 1st Air Cavalry Division. .
This procedure hes been in offect since 20 November 1568 to better coordinate
mission requests for the using units, to insure proper techniques were used in
rigging loads For heavy 1ift helicopters and provide efflclient use of the pro-
grameed flying hours for the CI-544,

i

CHAPTER 5
REFLECTIONS
A+ The Following is g 1list of Major Awards presented to unit members durin.g
the year 1969, _
DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS
MAJ Rohert S, Wilhelm CW3 David E. Walters
ERONZE STAR FOR MERITORTOUS SERVICE
MAJ Robert S, Wilhelm : CW3 Horry W, Lellonte
CPT Edmmd H. Israel CW3 Douglas W, Niles .
CPT Fharies B. Petty ' 18G Robert W. Polfrey’
CW4 James M. Jacobs SFC Bobby A. Cooley
CVi4 Alva W. Kepner 5SG Wallb.c.e B. Bauoﬁ

CW4 Richard N, Rex

SPs _Erqeét .P'h:‘!__nney




ARLIY COLT BNDATION MEDAL

H4J Charles H. VanDusen
CW4 Ian C, Irvine

C¥W3 Philip H, Currier
Ci2 Stanley A, Beclter
SFC Thomas R, Woodard
SP6 Jiypie W, Blackwell
S5G Donnld &, Briggs
S3¢ Edward Burns

558G Casper @, Gustafson
SP6 Ienzie E. Jones

SP6 James Mehnally

SP6 Iawrence lidlle

SP6 Ernest Phinney

SS¢ C1ifford H, Smith
SP6 Jimve Summers

SP6 Hartwell B, Vilson
SP5 Joseph Brimmer

SP5 Pedro A, Burgos
SP5 David H, Brown

SP5 Steven D, Bryant
SP5 Richard C. Calvert
5P5 George R. Clarke
SP5 Dyvid F, Diver

SP5 Franz J, Dobler
5P5 Doncld B, Dulancy

SP5 William R, DuRette

8¥s Daniel Sui

SP5 Baward J. Bnos
5GT Charles R, Egtes
SP5 Williem R, Fort
S5F5 Robert Frazier
SP5 Bddie L, Gaines
3P5 Joseph Gray

SP5 Philip R. Hammonds
SP5 Francis E, Keiller
SP5 Henry M, Iewis

SP5 John M, Marck

SP5 Glenn J, Mawhinncy
SP5 Hichael E, McClue
SP5 Douglas W, MNeGhee
SP5 William J, Menzel
SP5 Bryson K, Miller
SP5 Jarold Moore

SP5 Kent Nalmshimn

SP5 David E, Pashby
5P5 Rudolf B, Passion
SP5 Stephen R, Riley

SP5 Jose R. Rodrimuesz

- B8F5 Lietrick Schoenemarm

8P5 Beasley Surles dr,

. SP__5 Janes Stone

© . SG Bruce J, Smith
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