
-

, , 

: . . , 

.. ' ~, 

....... 

·_-_._---------------------_._----_._---------

Amru.,L SUh-LEl·l£J-!T 
HIS1LS OF 'LiE 

27:3d AVBTIei; c.;;P,i.1JY (IIR~vr m,LIOJ:'TER) 
ABO 

652d TR.\}!S;:'ORT"TIC: DETIlCEiX;!T CIEWY ::Zi:.lCOi·TiR. hi,LJ'l'l1;';'>1ICL) 
222d ilVL',TJLiJ 3ATTALICl! (IX!fBAT) 

• 

1 st ,. VIATJ.ON 30i:LJ,Wi: 

1 Janu~ry 1969 to 31 December 1969 

;"?3PARED BY 
C'WZ ~! ILLL;H G. 1'C N7GUl-U,;lY 
UNIT HISlt'RICAL OFFIC',@ 

APPKVED BY 

VlARllliU R; SILVl, 
Jlajor IN 
COlmuanding 

LONG BUill flJS7. REPt;3LIC CF VL:T;~j;';; 
APO San Francisco 96384 



FOHEY/flR]) 

This A.'1Ilu,al Supplor1en-t covers the socond 0'02.r tho 273d Aviation Comp:my 

(Ho:wy H8licop-ter) and 652d Trnnsp,)rtntion Det;:lClll1lcnt (Hvy HoI :L'1iat) has 

sorved tho Ground and air oleY,',cnts of tho III B, IV core's Op8rc. tional 0.1'00., 

Republic of Vietnnm. During thic i)C':;'"'iod t~lC lJ..i.1.i t h..'""!s held I?ltc,1.c11'Z1St to 

itt s reputation of of:eicicnt 0.;.1<1 Pj."o:i.:"ODsiona.l service in itt s llcav~r lift 

missions. 'l'his prof':ssiono.l ().t·~i tude is il1dic,"1tivc 0:1:' tho ~r:i.clc nnd 

cspiri t de corpD sl1are(l by every me:"1ber of t:18 2'/;ic1 j·~vi"' -Cion cor:tpnl1Jr , to 

advnnce !l step Iurther :-;;:1011" the U.S. An-WI s eli to. 

---'-"--'," 



LINEAGr; AND h.:EORS 

The 273d Aviation Company ([eavy helicopter) was constituted 28 Earcl1 196"7 

in the Reguhr Army. It was activated 25 April 1967 at Fort Sill, Oklahoma. 

CAHPAIGN PAHTICIPATI('N CREDIT: 

Duty Stations 

Fort Sill, Oklahoma 25 April 196'7 to 20 December 1967 

Vung Tau, Republic of Vietn.9.ln 20 December 1957 to 20 November 1968 

Long Binh Post, Republic of Vietnam 20 No-.rember 1968 to present 

C-'paigns 

Vietnam Counter Offensive, Phase III 

1 June 1967 to 29 Janua~t 1968 

TET Counter Offensive Campaign 30 January 1968 to 1 April 1968 



ClIAPT;:;R 2 
COi;~Jlin) AND CO,r:r~iOL 

273D AVIATIO;', COl.~!uiY (HEAVY !{;JLICOPJ~En) 
652D TC DETACHbllliI.i! (h'YY 1~:L l\iALTT) 

The :first u.'li t COEll~"Illder of tlw 273<1 AVl1 Co (Hvy Hel) WI'W illAJOR J3rleS E. 
Rogero, at Ft 8ill, O)dahoma, 11 Septembel' 1967 until 27 ii'ebrulu"J 1968. 
ill COL Gory R. Hn:fi'ner assumed corTI·\aJ.,d all 28 February 1967 u.ntil 25 June 
1%8 at VU.'\c; 'rau, Ropublic of 'ieu=. E .. c.jor Robert L, Stinnett assuTled 
CRDl;Jal1C. 011 26 June 196:J until 13 Decer·lber 1S6· at Vun'i 'rau, ltepublic of 
Vietnam. i.;Jl.JOR \/ilJ.ia'll K. Kuyl~en<1all as"u.'Uc(1 CO;orr,lO:ld all 14 Decel',ber 19613 
until 21 May 196') at Long Binh Post, Republic of Vietnrun. rU~OI~ Robert 
,{ilheJ:l asm.llllad CO;;ULl.l'ld of tha 273d AVll Co (liv;;, Hel) 2:1 I.'iay 1 ::69 until V 
Novamber 196~. j,iAJOR Wo.rren R. Silva asoumed COl1L,,-'1.'ld of the 273d Avn Co 
(nvy Hel) 23 November 1969 until present. 

The firot 652d 'rransportation Detachment CO"'.lUl1clar was Robert F. Sternat 
frCJT.u 28 August 1967 until 31 August 1963. CW4 Jcose LeonfU"'~ o.sCJwled com­
mand on 1 Septe;,lber 1968 until 13 December 1 s6e. ilAJOH Robert S. '7ilhelm 
assllLled eOllDdaud on 14 December lS68 until 15 Februo.r'J 1'069, at Loag Binh 
Post, Republic of Vietnam. Lt Pharies B. Petty 0.88Ulll8'). aonn::md on 16 Feb­
ruarv 1969 until 25 November 1969. Lt John S. Justice o.sm.llllod command of 
the 652d Tronollortatien Detae!lmcmt 26 Nove!llber 196:J unj;i1 prosont. 
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jrE8 C Of[. ~At::!DRq 
273DAVIATIOl; CQi;~ANY (};:C;;cVY illiLICOl'':::8H) 

i\~"JOr( illulIiEH H. ::>ILfJ, 

lilAJOl1 Silva gmduo.tcc1 from The Ci to.Qel, the liili to.r? College of ,south 
Carolina on 6 June 1 :959 and ViaS co~n~'l:i.sGi(,;nG(~ i;l-GO the lloguJa r Anny no '. 
Second Licuten8.11t, Ii.1i'D.l1try on t~lC 80.:;10 date. 

From June 195') to December 1959, H"JOR Silvi'o served o.s Rifle PIt Lar, Co. 
B, 2d Battle Group, 501 st Airborne In:i:'nntry, 32d Airborne Division, ntteneled 
basic airborne school :;J,ntl the Infantry Officer Busic COU:i .. ·sc, Ft J3clllung, Georgia. 
From DeccmbGr 1959 to DllCelilbcr 1962 was as~igned to 'crw 25th Iui'antry Division, 
Schofield JJarraclm, Hawaii serving as llifle PIt Ldr, Wpns PIt Lar, CUlel Comp::uw 
Executive> OL'icer ~litJ1 2d Bat""lG Group,21st Inf,'lntry nnel 2d Dat-:;le Group, 35t:l 
Irreantry. Upon return to COliU~, .. ::A.JOH Silva attended tho ,l!'iJcorl Wi:.1,?; Aviator 
Course at Ft ltucl:er, Alab31'aa and Vias ra tGd p.s ('n Ar,JY !.vintor ill Hovc"1bor 1963. 
Upon grdauation he wn,G aosj_l';11Gd to Company B, 501st J.viation Batt:clion, lot 
Arruoreel Division, Ft hood, To=o nnd servGd ns Asst. Div Avn O:1':~icer, Helicoptor 
Pilot, and Gen Sp':; PIt \JoDlPk'Ulder. During ~':!is assignmen'G i.,:AJOn Silva attended 
Rot::u-y "IL1g ',-/Ualific:",tiol1 Course at Ft ~!ol tel's, 'roxas and beCClT'10 TIotary "hng 
qualifiGd. !rmnsitions while in this unit included the OH-13E, G, H, and S 
Model Observr-,tion Hdicop'Ger a..'1.Q the Cjj...34C cargo helicopter an well. as qunli­
fying as an Instructor l':Llot in the 011_13 serios helicopter. Juno 1965, SO.\'I 

MJ,J'OH Silva rcportin::-; to ]'t Benning, GeorGin for .:Lt-G<1ilt1anoe at the Iai'=try 
Officer Career Course, followed by UH-l Transition., Prom July 1966 to J'uly 1967 
he serve<l as a h0J.icopter pilot in thll Republic of Vietn::un r/hiJ.e aan:L::;nec', to 
Compa.'1.Y B, 1st Avir.\tioll Battalion, 1st In:i:'~.ntrJ lhvia;i,on. FolloVli,l'l,:; hio re-
turn to COiTU ... j:u.J'm( Silva reported to l!'t Viol tel's, TeYna rU'li~ was aSGi710d to the 
U.S. Army Prirlll'l.l"Y Helicopt()r School as Corrnn.'1lldinG O:.'f1cor, 7th ','arrant Of:::icGr 
Cundidnte Comp.,"1llY. In FebruaI"'J 1969 ;,AJOR Silva a~tendecl CJi...54, T=10Hion 
while enroute to a sGcond tour in the l(epublic of ietn.-v'1. UPOll arrival in 
llYN in Hay 1~'6~ he rms assignGd as Asst. G-3, Headquarters, 1st Aviation Brigade 
und on 26 noveiUber 1 S69 asetTIne,l Command 'of the 273d lIvi:c tion CQ)1Pany (Heavy 
Helicopter) "S:;;ycrnnGs. " 

1959: Co B, 501st Abn I~f, 82el Abn Div, Rifle PIt IVlr , 
1959: The Infr>ntry School, Basio Infant!"J Officer Course 
1959-1962: 25th Inf Div, HiHe PIt Lclr, WpnsPlt Ldr, Company E::cccutive OfUcer 
1962-1963: U.S. ,tnny Aviation School, 1'ixGd liine, Avintors Course 
1S63-1965: Co. B, 501st j,VIl Bn, 1st Armd DiV, Rotary \'ling Aviator, GGn Spt 

1965-1966: 
1966-1967: 
1967-1 )69: 
1969: 
1970: 

P1 t COl,~!=dcr 
The Infantry School, In:~nntry Officer C:-Ieer Course 
Co. B, 1st AVl1 En, 1st Inf Div, RVH, Rota.ry Wine Avie-tor 
U.S. Ar':'J:,' PrilDD,ry Helicopter School, Company Commonder 
Hendqu."U'tcrs, 1,st Aviation Drigno.", HVi! l Asst. G-3 
273d Avintion vompal1,y (Heavy Helicopter), Comp.~ COl!lu,-'Ulder 



Tl:c 2nd ,evi"l ion Camp'·n.! "nc1 652d Trc'1s,,·.:·r\.a~i.<1 j)"t:1.c· nsnt bC'lgan 'f t's 
second ye,lr as :l "roven veter:.m in su??ort of tl:e Free .Jorld Forces in the 
Republic of Vie'Ln.:un. iJith the hi2;:ILiSl:ts of a prosperous first ye~r bednd it, 
the unit bec;an to !;lCve forward in an offort to establisl: an oven i"ore conbat 
effective support el~lent. Realizin~ the ccncept of this type unit ~nd aircraft 
were new to the military mission 1n Vietl1ar,l, the officers and men plused to 
review the lesson learned in it's short i1istory to effect an even more product­
ive year fer the heavy lift concept. 

The 1'l 'nth of Januar-J was charOlcterizoQ by tho unit sllccessfully completing the 
annual I.G. Inspection. The Team Chief had llany laudatory cOl1lll1ents on the units 
ad;llinistrative Mission. Als? during t'1e SI!r,IC month ;11'. [arry S. Pack. special 
assistrmt tv thtl gener.1l1;janager, Vertol Division, visited the unit for a day, 
gathering pertinent infol":uation for developin£' a lar::;er and moro powerful 
heavy lift !oeUcoJtar. Tilis afforded tho aircrews and Inaintrnance personnel a 
rare opportunity, as the user, to voice a constructive opinion on futuro heavy 
lift aircr<lft. ;;r. Pack and his assi5t~nt were favor:'.bly inlprossad by the par­
tineni. d r ta compiled by ti\r unit whilo 0 l"eN "ini!; in a hostile environment. 

Tho unit wi tnessed iL' s sE;cond T::;T of:onsi ve in as ~lany yoars during tho month 
of February. The llnit oVac\IP.tcd rircr·oft up to a period of thirty eLls llnd oper­
atod effectively fr.om t,,~ sDtell1te b:15('S. AltllOU",h t:le flying hours drcp,.1oo 
during .his perhd to Il low of 4'71 hours, t!,~ 1.0\:est since the unit has cperated 
at f1.1;1 stren~th, t'le cl~so c'1:'r·.1in'tion of I.lissicn planninG by U.e operc:ti1ns 
pOrS,llno) ·~nd tp(' ('.xt.ro. around tho clock effort cf~ila 652d Transpor~tion 
Det"c~Wlent, bo unit d('mnnstra ted it·s incre'lsing varsi tality. Febru'lry also 
1.1 tnesscd t:le de·.:s rtl:ro of lL\JOR Ro~ert S. :?ill,clm, 652d 'l'e Det. C()l1Ili1~ndel' to 
the 222d Avn Bn,' as t:l~ ::;n S_J} Officor. lie w=s repl"ccd by Lt Pharies B. Petty 
'.~i t:1 tn .... xtr;nsi V!l mc.intenance backround. 

The flying .... )l<r pN';N'll f~r 1.(,1) mOIl~'" of March I'lRtch.:ld tLIG pro<.ira~u:lcd flight 
levoo·l, wi b an incre~ Sp in mninton"ncE' parts and operating from a fixe.:! base 
after TI:'r, thp. ."ircr~ft ~v-ai l.abili ty started ;). ',unr~ed up s~·ing. On 17 harc!} 
1969, (;,:,4 Jaccbs ~nd C:13 Hetiz,,·r experienced trllnS):U.ssion falll1l"" in aircrR.ft 
443 nort'1 of Tuy ;!inh City. 'rhe aircraft ',..o.s a total loss,' but due to the 
experience PIl(l .?rof!3s:;i~n(\l judGoment of t";e aircraft comnander and pilot, 
on1y ~n~ cre·"',31aber S'-lst inod .:my iujl<rlos ",n·~ ttley were minor. 'fhis was the 
second transr'.ission failure in loss th"n a year. An extensive investigation 
was initi:J. tad to s::ow cause duo to r.luteri3.l f,' il"ro. 

April was ch:lr'lctorized by a dofini to lull in Missi 'n !10urs re:;.uested by tho 
support units. The briof pause ll"lowed the 652cl TC .i)et:~<llllnent ~o scale that 
lrmg ladder of uvR.i1aoili ty, a word well kno«n tc all :J.vitttlori unils in Vietnam. 
still feeling t:le pr<lssur& of tho T","T offGnsive, tc,e Maintenance detac,)".'llent 
attained a 67.01> as opposed to tho 56.2)1, at V:e clost) of T.::r. 



Also l1l;ri;,,; this non'C.:l, o,.,,,rati::>ns rGlcasGQ tho st:lE;"erini!, ~J.g'..tre on aircraft r0cover;?C! during t.he fi,·st quarter of t,lis c"i<:nder YG:-r. i~ total of nineteen aircraft were reccvered by t"e "SUperhooks~ of tbe 27:;:d ltvi"\tion Company. Eleven CH-47's, one C,i-3!', one CE54, one ;'.,,-13, t1<O AI-E's, one OV-1 and tI,O OV-10 aircraft. These nineteen aircraft r~p:'G;:)un'G a.;., eotimateci. 23. 3· m:lllion dollar savings to t:w ,~llied r,dli tary forces, Republic of Vietnam. 

}!ay brines ~d. th it the begir.i;1g of t;H honsoon season, l:.nown to 'Nell to every member of the Armed Forces serving in tl:e Republic vf Viotnam as the "Fet" season. H:,wever, ttl'" pil:.ltS crel's and maintenanco pal'so:mel of heavy helicopter units welcome the relief "rom tf:e dust storms in the landing zones and t\le 1.1nneccessary wear on t!:e many movin;; parts of a rotorcraft. Jinds up to 135 knots encountered by the CH-,5L;A rotorwash can produce m:'ny ';nw,"n-::ed character­istics in a hot, dry clim'lte. Tho wet season effoctcQ ti!l' t;nits flyinJ hvur program some~,hat, but close coordin~tion with weatl:er pers~nnel and operations of sllp,:orted units, V1l'l mission of tbe 27Jd Aviation Conpllny (Eeavy felicopt.8r) continued to be an ~'fficien: operation. 

The mant:1 of tn"y else ',i tness5d a change in c01"'~.!!nd of t<;e Su~r:l~{)ks, KtJOR William K. lUtYkendall having completed a r.,"'~rding tour as ccrxlan~'Lng offlcer cif tbe 27Jd Aviation Company (Heavy IJelico;::tcr) preprtrod to return to COMS and the long al1ai ted rQunian with his family. I:is roplace.:~ont !L'IJCI'( Robert S. Wilhelm, havinG served the unit proviously as Cor,ll;wnding Officer of the 6.52d Transport"tLm Detachtlcnt, aSSt;lnt'C; co;aI,lc'.nd 28 :~y 1969. 

The 652d Tr",nsporbtion Dobchmcnt push<.:d tho units ~i!orc.ft aV3.ilnbility to a reoord ~1iJ:h far t,IO "antil of June wi tb ;;.n (Juts ,cndin2, 32.7;'. To mnint1in an :l.vailability of 32.7% and fly 1.99 • .5 hours is a record t,~ be envied bY"n] heavy holicoptor 1.1nit servin!! .in ,Victl1(1l~. This is truly Ifa jub HJl; (bne' by the officers anti mCll of,.:o 6.52d Trnnspqrt:. tbn Detcchw"nt in s\!,:>port of the 473d Aviation CONpany (J;eavy Ee1icopter) lussion in the Republic of ViAtn.ll'l~ 

Anot:er briS'::t Si>~t in t~"e t;ni ts s:lcrt :Iiskry was ~ho foott;l'C article in [nwk mll(;azine (1st Aviaticn Dri"Fde) June issue, "Skycranss - King, of the Copter." The artich~ ~,ritten by C~C D;::vid .Ialtars. unit F.I.O •• is 'Very discriptivo ~intinJ out t::e versatile capabilities of t:1C CI-I-.54A (T •• l:7iE). 

In July t Ie unit 6xceedod the previous five'lOntbs flying hoc;rs by flying $03.7 hours while muin'Wining a 7/ .. 2; av:::il~bility. The onlY;1Jcnth flyinG hours \UV" p.JCoeeded this fii}ure wa s J.:>.nuar'J, wh,m the Ul1i t flOOl .536.7 ',<jurs but only lnllint:iin:'d a 67 • .5,;' uvailabHity. Tbis 1s indicative of the prefessicna ~upport maintcmmoe and 01:>s6 cooz'C1in.:ltion by tlle ... nit oper~ti()n porsonnel to insure efficient use of aircraft fligbt ti!1e. 
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Also during til .. , lilonth of July t:'!E' unit learned ,m important factor while in 
support of the U.S. "Javy, small b,)"-t:'~irlift oper!lt1<.;n. Due to the extreme 
rotorNash cre: ted by the CH-54A, S!n~l1 rlvorcrcft j::ust be beached prior to 
hookup. The rotor-i~sh up to 135 knots rendered the small craft uncontrolable 
and hook-up impossible. Procedures "!Ol'e initated tl:rough M,E to t:1e River 
llame Force to insure all personnel were al'sre of the net·, techniques used in 
small bORt airlift operation in the future. 

Closing out the !.j:mth of July, flig'lt opeI"d.tiJn issued a reviSEd copy of thE' 
units radius of action and type loads for che CH-54A. Also aircrcft recovered 
py the Superhook for the sf:col1d qu~rter. Of eleven aircraft recovered, four 
~'ere CH-lj'7 helicopter's,one UH-lH helicopter, four OV-lO fixed wing, one C-123 
fixed "ins and one F-100 jet aircraft, for an csti,aated 9.8 million dollars. 

!\,ugust passed virtually without incident. Only the monsoon rain humpered the 
unit's activitics and this to a small extent. But the Superhooks maintained it'r 
progr~mmf'd flight hours. 

The 27)d Aviation Company Cieavy Helico"ter) roached a milestone in it's s":ort 
history the first of September 1969. The crm;, CW2 Goorge ;'1. D;.ker, C',i2 David 
Eosmun, and S?5 Georgo Northup, flew aircraft ,)427 through the units 10,DOOth 
1C.ig~t hours. In less than two yeers in-c~\lnlry and 10,000 flight hours, the 
unit has yet to suffer it's first fatality, .~ r"cord held by fel" units in Viet­
nam. 

The Commander, l;;,JOR Robert S. \"ilhelm, interestci in m.1incainin", the units 
?utstanding record, issued", c'Jmmand letter to all avi~tors, I1()vorgrcss Flight 
Oper,.tiuns, If t:l.i.s to insJro .. hut all ('viators "emain :nw.re of the capo.bilities 
:md li',iitations of t:le aircraft. J\n~tller stefl to pror.loto professi.mal1sm with­
~ the unit. 

The unit continued it's nonn'll 'support nissfuon in the T~y i'!inh, Son,. EG, Xuan 
loc, area. and carried missions elsel~!lere througout the III ~.nd IV Corps, com­
piling 471.6 hours with a 78.7~ av~ilability. 

Cctober was characterized by receiving the quarterly safety award for t!le last 
quarter fiscal year 69 and the first quarter fiscal year 70. The unit received 
the a\loJrd fl'C:lIl ilMCR Gi!:NEHAL Allen H. Burdett, Co!:uaandlng General 1st Avia lion 
j3r1gade, Republic of Vietnau. This award is s;lared uith pride by every member 
of the unit, a true reflection of tearnl'ork. 

'rhe unit also recoived recognition in the newsp"ppr, The Ann.)' Reporter for it's 
efforts in support of t:,e Free ':lorld Forces, Republic of Vietnam. l.lthoug>-, 
brief, it depicts the basic role of the heevy Itft helicopter CH-54A. 

The unit exceeded the years flying rocord again this Ilont!l by flybg 642.6 " 
hours, exceeded only in November 1968 with 69C hours, but carried a 73.41> avail' 
abili ty ~ s comparee! to 6q·.J.v/o in November 1968. 
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/ Novembe:r saw the begininc; of the Pond for the r,lonsoon snason .;:i th the l:tck of r?in ft,n to control the dust clouds crected by the rotol'l~lI.sh of the C :-54A, the unit operatbns fOJnd it necessary to initiate a progran thro,:gh t',e support ed units to clean up and oil down all landing zones used dally by t~e Superhooks Every precaution is takon during thG dry SGII.son to prevent dal'luge to aircraft servicing d:lsty fire support bases in r€il1ote areas. 

On the first of Nove!l1ber 1969, the unit received t~le mission to support the Anny Concept Team in ViatnUl1l for a FOJ Dissipation ;roject. The unit provided a project ev,~luator, ~nd one (;1-54" with aircrew., C./2 Russ ]jeilson was selected as project evaluator, Cl'i2 Robert H. Scott, and C.-I2 }illicm lIontgomery .,;ere test piL)ts. The project is scheduled for cOlupletetion in 111. te DecOClber. The findin.:;s of the prcj"ct will be publlshed at a later d!ite in the unit history. 

Also ;~ovember 1;i tnessed II. le.r.;e c:1nngeover of personnel wi thin the unit. The commanding officer of the 273d Aviatl.:m Company £nd th(1 6,52d Transportation Det"chment respectively and two flight plato~n le"ders, the 1SG, and many other key personnel in m~dnten"nce and aircraft crowl1len. 

At the ch:cng<' of cOl1lmand ceremonies 28 November 1969, IliWca .iarren H. Silva assumed com;,; nd of the 27:Jd Aviation Company from j,j..\JGR Robert S. dilhdm. 

The month of DocGll1ber I~as ch"racterizod by the unit cOlapleting the annual I.G. inspection. rl.lthough numerical ratings are not given, the te·'1l! chiilf had many outstanding comments on the professional ma.nner and teamwork the personnel of the 27:Jd Aviation Company excersized in preparing for this inspecti;)n. , 
Also during this month astronaut Fr"nk J30l'lnp.n visited the unit on his Viotnam good will tour. C~l. Sorm~n expressed a gr(~t interest in the mission and capabilities of the C:r-54A (Tarhe). Evcnthough an astronaut and quaU'fied in rr.any aircraft Col. Bonnan was amazed by the complexity of the Dircrrft and the e"lIe by which an aircraft this sue C::ln be? maintained. 

The unit ta-lnulned ~ 76.9"';' avnllabili ty while far exceeding the programmed months flying hours, a total of 6,56.5 hours, second hignGst in the unit history. 
Flight operatiuns also released the nnnual statistics for missions flown. The "SUperC1ook~ recovered .51 dO~lIIed nircr<lft for a estilllated total of $78,0)8,9.51.00. lath an annual ~ver~ge avallibility of 71.4;~, the unit flew 6,129.;, hours moving :;6,871 tons of sup,..;lies for a grand total of 1.049,.569 • .5 ton miles. Type aircraft rec:overed by the Ca-54A are as followsl 

CH-47 -21 F-100 -1 

aI-54 -1 A-1E -2 

CP.'-)4 -1 AH-1G -2 

CiJ-46 -1 Ul;-lH -6 

C-123 -1 OV-I0 -7 

c-46 -1 OV-l -7 



---------- --------_ .. _ ..... 

Of these statistics 13,724 sorties and 6,657 tasks \:"re flown, and of the 
total 6,129.3 I'lo'lrs, 4,116 were mlssion hours, 2,013.3 deadhead bours. 

T!1e above statistics and the entire hisi.or,1 of tbe 27Jd Aviation Company 
(H&avy ;;elicopter) stands with pride amono; the L.S. ,(r.IlY Aviation element in 
support of t:,e Free World Forces, Republic of Vietnam. T'3is pride I!.nd espir~t 
de C01'PS is s'lared by every mmber of the unit as we press forward among the 
U.S. army's elite. 

CHAPTER 4 
OPERiT:n:.llS 

During the calendar year 1969 the 27Jd Aviation Company (:~eavy Helico l)ter) 
and the 652d Transportation De~Chm£lllt (Heavy Helic<lpter Naintenlmce) were 
assigned to the 12th Aviation Group (Colub"t), 222d Aviation Battalion (Colnbat), 
further as?igned operational control to tbe 1st Air Cavalry Division, Republic 
of Vietnam. c,perationalmissbns for dl allied forces operating within the 
III and IV Corps area were approved thr:lugh ,~\E, 1st Air Cavalry Division. 
This procedure hps been in effect since 20 Novauber 1:;;68 to better coordinate 
mission requ~sts for the using units, to insure proper techniques 11ere used in 
riggIng loads it'or heavy lift helic . .)pters and provide efficient use of the pro­
gr8.llll!ed flying hours for tho cil-54A. 

CHAPTER 5 
REFLECTIONS 

A. The Following is p. list of Major Awards presented to unit members during 
the year 1969. 

DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS 

MA.J Robert S. Wilhelm CW3 David E. Walters 

BRONZE STAR FOR MERITORIOUS SERVICE 

MAJ Robert S. Wilhelm 

CPT Edrmmd H. Israel 

CPT Pharies B. Petty 

CW4 James M. Jacobs 

CYl4 Alva W. Kepner 

CW4 Hichard N. Rex 

CW3 Harry W. LaMonte 

CW3 Douglas VI. Niles 

1SG Robert W. Pelfrey' 

SFC Bobby A. Cooley 

SSG Wallace B. B:;vJon 

SP5 Ernest l'hinney 
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11AJ Charles H. VanDusen 

CW4 Ia."l C. Irvine 

CVf3 Philip H. Currier 

CW2 Stanley A. Becker 

SFa Thomas H. Woodard 

SP6 Jimmie W. B1D.e1t:well 

SSG DOrk~d G. Briggs 

SSG EdviRrd Burns 

SSG Casper G. Gustafson 

SP6 Lcnzie E. Jones 

SP6 Ia~l1CG 1:l:i.l1G 

SP6 Ernest Phinney 

SSG Clifi'ord H. Smith 

SP6 JiIm'.1ie SUJll!1lers 

SP6 Hartwell B. Wilson 

SP5 Joseph Brimmer 

SP5 Pedro A. Burgos 

SP5 DaVid H. Brovrtl 

SP5 StGvcn D. Bryant 

SP5 Richard C. Calvert 

SP5 George R. ClarkG 

SP5 DaVid j:,. Di vcr 

SP5 ]'ranz J. Dobler 

SP5 DonGld g. Dula.."l'"Y 

SP5 ;'!illirua R. DuRette 

SP5 Edward J. Enos 

SGT Charles R. Estes 

SP5 William R. Foyt 

SP5 Hobert FraZier 

SP5 Eddie L. Gaines 

SP5 Joseph Gray 

SP5 Philip R. ~onds 

SP5 Francis E. Keiller 

SP5 HenliV N. Lewis 

SP5 John M. Marek 

SP5 Glenn J. Ma.whinnGY 

SP5 Michael E. McClue 

SP5 Douglas W. llcGhec 

SP5 William J. Menzel 

SP5 Bryson K. Miller 

SP5 Jerold Moore 

SP5 Kent Nakashim..'1 

SP5 David E. Pashby 

SP5 Rudolf B. Passion 

SP5 Stephen R. Riley 

SP5 !Jj,Gtrich SchoGnemann 

SP5 Beasley Su:-les Jr, 

SP5 Jal.lGs Stone 

SG!J.' Bruce J. S1ni th 
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