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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 

-,.",..,~~ 

All dates, orders and TO&E's indicated in this text have been 
authenticated. All statements including facts, figures, and percent­
ages made in the text were verified by conversations with responsible 
individuals or extracts from authenticated records. The author has 
reviewed all corrroents with prudence and feels there is no doubt as to 
validity and accuracy. 
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I. GENERAL. 

o 

116th Assault Helicopter Company 

11th Combat Aviation 'Battalion 

APO 96353 

. .' . 

() 

'. 

. One January. 1966 found the'116th Assault Helicopter Company, organized. 
under TOE 1-77E, firmly entrenched at Phu Loi, Vietnam, approximately 12 miles 
NE of S~igon. The entire organization was fully operational for th~conduct 
of combat missions. Attached units included the 392nd Transportation: Det!1ch­
ment, the 283rd Signal Detachment, and the 431st Medicai Detachment. Although 
the company reorganized under MTOE 1-77G in. December of 1966, the unit and its 
detachments remained intact .as part of the 11th C.ombat Aviation Battalion ,:or 
the entire year. The organization structure as of 31 December 1966 is depic;:ted 

",·m Appendix I. 

1966 was a formative year for the 116th Assault Helicopter Company 
(Hornets) and many events of a nature other than combat were recorded. At the 
beginning of the year t:·.e only living quarters available were tents. Dis­
satisfied with that situation the officers and men of· the 116th began a. 
comprehensive construction program with the ultimate goal being to feed and 
house every.one in permanent buildings. The first building construct~d was a 
company mess hall. Concrete was poured 15 January. and the first meal .. was 
served in the new mess hall on 1 March 1966. CWO Tom Purser was the project 
officer'and in honor of his outstanding contribution the building was dedicated 
Purser Hall. ' 

.. In the following weeks, officer and ]2.1 billets were .constructed on a 
do-it-yourself basis. and by mid-sumr.,eradequate quarters were available for· 
nearly .all assigned personnel. . 

Other facilities and improvements in the 116th area included: (1) 
digging a well to provide adequate shower and washing facilities, (2) con­
structionof a bunker in front of the armed helicopters to reduce accidental 
firing hazards, and (3) construction of a barber shop, laundry shop, post 
exchange,. and E21 club. .. . 

In September the 116th was officially alerted for a permanent move 
from Phu Loi. to Cu Chi and plans were immediately begun to insure an orderly 
move without curtailing the unit's operational requirements. Forty-two tent 
frame type buildings, a double wing mess hall, a shower building, two latrines 
and a maintenance area were constructed f9r the unit by the 65th ~gineer 
Battalion, 25th Infantry Division. The project had been underway since early 
June. The. 116th furnished ;3. 12 man· detail. to assist the 65th engineers from 
·1 August to' 12' September and then ·proVid.ed.·an advance :parly 'of 40 men,' headed 
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by SFC Samuel Fair, to complete construction of the unit area at Cu Chi prior 
to the arrivhl of the main body. The "Hornets" arrived in mass on 9 November 
1966 and continued to improve the company area and cement relations with 
neighboring units. At year's end trees were being planted throughout the 
company a,tea. EM, NCO, and officers' clubs were being constructed, and plans 
were being rrade to further improve the area by planting grass and flowers. 
l.dditional billets are needed and have been requested. However, living con­
ditions are adequate for the present, morale is high, and in general it is felt 
that the transplant from Phu Lei to Cu .Chi was advantageous to the entire 
organization.' " .• 

II. PERSONNEL J.ND ADMINISTRATION: 

A. Strength. Due to the fact that the 116th Assault Helicopter 
Company arrived in Vietnam as a compi~te TOE organization, there was little 
personnel turnover during the first· seven months of 1966. However, since the 
"Hornets" remained intact rather than participate in an "infusion" program, 
a serious personnel problem arose in August and September when approximately 
35 per cent of the personnel of the company and detachments rotated. Replace­
ments arrived in. time to allow only the briefest training period, thereby'. 
causing,a definite decrease in the experience level of both officer and EM 
personnel. 

/ 
The aviator situation deteriorated to such an extent that on 30 

september 1966 only 36 avi~tors were present for duty. 17 of these had less 
than 200 hours in-country experience. only through an extremely vigorous 
training program was this problem defeated. 

l.ssault 
At Appendix II is a roster of all personnel assigned to the 116th 

Helip0pter Company and detachment s during 1966. 

~~ Key Personnel~ The 116th Assault Helicopter Company had three 
Company C9Dunanders during the year. Major Richard A. Humes was replaced by 
l>fajor WaJ"ter E. Parker on 2 January. Najor Parker, in turn, was followed by 
Major James H. Patterson, who assumed command on 13 September 1966. . 

In addition, the :116th had four different 1 st Sergeants thro.ughout 
the year. They were: lSG James W. Stonn, lSG Raymond D. Shanks, lSG Robert 
A. Fowler, and PSG Ted M. Groupe;. At Appendix III, IV, V, VI, are lists of 
key personnel as existed as of the last day of each quarter in 1966. 

C. Promotions. Many officers and 
of well de/served promotions during the year. 
those promoted. 

/ 

enlisted personnel were.recipients 
H Appendix VII is a listing of 

,: D. 
by the 116th 

l.wards and Decorations. During the year many honors were earned 
Assault Helicopter Company.and the 11th Combat Aviation Battalion. 
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The Hornets played a major roll'in earning the Battalion the Vietnamese Cross 
of Gallantry with Palm for the period 1 January to 30 June 1966. In Operation 
Attleboro in November of 1966, the Hornets were the 1st airmobile company com­
mitted and'spearheaded an army aviation performance that led to recommendation 
of the Presidential Unit Citation for the 11th Combat Aviation Battalion. In 
addition, the 116th was nominated for the Valorous Unit Award for its heroic 
action on a combat assault on 22 October 1966. Individual awards came in 
staggering numbers and were indicative of the .outstanding support rendered by 
the Hornets and' the professionalism with which assigned missions were conduct.ed • 

. . , . .. ., .. . .' .~ 

Quarterly Awards ,and Decorations 
... , . 

--1st·, 2nd 
Award Quarter, '-...:. -, .Quarter 

3rei 
Que.rte~ 

4th '··v', 
.::~ Total 

Silver Star 

DFC 

Soldier Medal 

BS wi" V" 

BS 

AM wi" V" 

Air Medal 

ACM wi"V" 

ACM 

Purple Heart 

180 

1 

1 

1 

2 

'4' 

·';'448 

... 
". 

..... ~",:. 

2 

4 

12 

26· 

211 

3 

36 

10 

\" Quartei' 

3 

16 

5 

16 

22 

61 
. ~ , 

1470 . 

54. 

24 

37 

Appendix VIII show, a' listing ,~:r 'all individual aWards presented 
throughoUt 1966. 

6 

21 

6 

16 

36 

91 

2309 

~7 

60 

47· 

During the year the 116th"suffered only five. combat fatalitieS. In 
each case the men'who were lost were a credit to their unit and their country' 
and gave their life willingly in the defense of their country's ideals - they 
were: 

1. Siverly, David L., 1LT,05534923 - 28 No'vember 19~ .' 

2. Davis, vlilliam R •.. J·r., WO', W3153900 - 22 Octvli>t.r 1966 

s 

.; 
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J. Castle, Larry ~., :.01,_ 1';)153369 - 28 November 1966 

4. Gonzales, terced'I'FC )£3, '.US56408817 - 28 November 1966 

5. Rogers, Carroll L.; SSG E6, RA54342329 - 28 N.)verr,ber 1966 

III. KISSION 

The mission of the 116th' Assault; Helicopter Company as indicated 
by TOE is to (1) provide tactical air movement of cOr.1bat treops in an air­
mobile operation; and to (2) provide tactical air moven:ent of combat supplies 
and equipment within a combat zone. .' In this regard the 116th Assault Heli­
copter Cor:.pany during 1966 supported all'major udts within the III corps 

'area to include; 1st Infantry Division; 25th Infantry Division; 173d Ai~ 
borne Brig~de; 196th Light Infantry Brigade; Special Forces; 5th ~RVN 
lJivision, Royal Australian Task lorce; t-nd the United States Harines. 

IV. Ur';;RI,TIUN5 MID TRAINING 

A. General: Wring 1966 the 116th Assault Helicopter Company 
p.o.rticipGted in nearly every important operation in III CorjE including 
Abilene, Birmingham, Lani Kai, and Attleboro. Letters of cOl;'mendation and 
words of praise were received from many sources and were too numerous to 
mention. At Appendix IX is listed the operational historical data for 
1966. . 

B. Training: Aviation tra.ininS was one of the most important areas 
of operations. All newly assigned aviators 1(ere given extensive in-country," 
checkouts to inclurie the Decca navigational system, formation flying, and 

, sling loads. The training problem became acute during the 3d quarter due to 
. the large percent~ge (75%) of rotatees. The sa, e was true of mechanics and 

crew chiefs. An experienced company in ;cugust suddenly became a novice 
organizati.)n in uctober. To avoid what could have developed into a very 
serious condition an intensive of.ficer and enlisted training pro£lI'1lm was 

. initiD.ted in the wrious critical LOS. 

C. Competition: In late September 1966 gunship competition was 
conducted by Headquarters, 12th Aviation Group with the purpose of standard­
izing and improving Armed Helicopter employment techniques and procedures. 
The 116th A:Jsault Helicopter Company "/as represented by the "Stingers" whose 
tlhole hearted su;:port of the coopetition l-taS corrmended by higher headquarters. 
The "Stingers", Lt Joe T. Stroud, 02324921 and ClVO Paul D. Sado,~ski, W31S0795, 
pll"ced third aJcong the 8 teams competing. 

D. Operational Highlights: . lollowing are highlights of sie)lificent 
operations conducted by the 116th Assault Helicopter Company during the year . , 
1966. 

.; 
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The company participated in its first combat assy.ult on the ., 
1st and 2nd of January 1966. ' It was attached to the 145th Aviation Battallon. 
The company provided eight ,(8)UH-lD's and five (5) l'H-1B's plus two (2) , 
UH-1D's attached froza the 126th Aviotion Company. ' The 116th comprised the ' 
;3rd element of 5 el&ents used to .airlift the 173rd Brigade, Royal Australian 
and New Zealand Troops. The stagL'\~ area,was Bien Hoe Airfield and the troops 
were airlifted into landing zones located approximately 20 miles southwest of 
Saigon. l"our (4) company aircraft were hit by ground fire and thisI':as the' 
first tilDe company aircraft bad be,:!l !lit by ground:f~re. '. ," 

. ; :,' 

On 4 Janus17 the 116th conducted its first combat assmU.t under 
the control of the 11th Aviation B::tttu.ion. The mission called for the air­
lifting of one infantry company in t",,=, lifts from the louding area (I'r0S,5122) 
about 3 miles east of Bien Hoa to LZ Alpha (YTl12176) approximately 7, miles 
northeast of the loae.ing area. The infantry company was p-!>rt of the 1st 
Battalion,:16th Infantry of the 2nd Brigade, 1st ,Infant17 !)ivision. Two (2) 
heavy fire teamS'made a prestrike on objective Sue (YT117170) and objective 
Ro,y (rr115175). Roy and Sue Were ,~he objectives of the infantry company 
and were .lithin 1000 meters south at t.he .landing zone. Two light fire teams 
escorted the nslicks" on the lift. After the completion of the search and 

'. clear operation' by the two companies' (the ot.hercompany' hlld marched into the 
area the previous night and were the bloc,k'ng force for the air lifted COlnfl'lq) 
they were extracted back to tpe loooing area. No company- easulllties .were 
experienced nor did any a.ir.craft'receive any ground fire. 

On 10 January Captain t'1cklin and 1'10 Ilsbell ~!ere on are-supply 
mission in the'Trung Lap area tmen they received three (3) hit in their air­
craft froe ground fire. One rC1.1nd went t,hroughth~ radio console throwing 
shrapnel throughout the' coclq;it end t'Ol1nding \<;0 Asbell on the left lorearm. 
One rounCi trent through the fll,el cf.ll'and C&p-.ain Ficklin returned the air­
craft safely to Phu Loi. rXl AsbcE I'IlI.S the first person'in the company to 
be wounded from hostile fire. ; .. ' ! 

On 14 January C\1O Sadowski and C~IO Vandercar lfere on a fire 
support escort mission in E; UH-1B. Enroute to the rendezvous point the tail 
rotor control cable was severed by enemy' ground fire. C~.Q Sadowski maintained. i, ' 

control and returned his aircraft to Phu Loi. He executed a long shallow 
approach and touched dolo'll l'lith approximately 20 knot,s grvW'ldsp-eed. He ,/ 
maintained a straight grNmci 1;rs()k by gently rolling off the throttle and 
lowering the pitch. C~'O f,ado\~BJ.::\. de:i(mstr:J.ted superior flying skill duri.'lg 
this emergency. His corr(';{'t d,;,C'.G!lo~i'.l of en emergency situation and the 
timely use of emergency Pl:'CC.,d'll'C3 e:Holed ~im to make a successful forced 
landing thereby preventing ;~"lj":-;r t'J ~he fOil,::' crew members and preventing 
furt-heI'-damage to his ain:,l"I'.J:i;. A j:>b I.ell done. 

On 30 Janu.:l,ry 195f, a:' spproxi1l!ately 1145 hours Phu Loi Air­
field received its first mortar 'attack, with the 116th receiving the brunt of 

7' 
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the attack. Twelve (12) tlH-11ro1>- And five (5) UIl-H~'1II l'eO"ived hitl!. As A 

result of the attack eight (8) OO-1O's and t\~O (2) UH-1B's were grounded, 

thereby rendering the coc.pany ineffective ,for the better part of the next. 

10 days. Ei.ght (8) mortar rounds landed in the company area which included 

both 60 and 81111ll' During the mortar a'~tack arlo Gibbs and "10 Stroud volunteered 

and executed a J;Jedical evacuation and are to be conunended for a highlJl: .-- ' 

professional job. This accompl1l!lunent further a(:centuates the company's 

prorress toward maxim1llll proficiency. No casualties were experienced in the 

'COu;pany due to the mortar attack. 

.. _.'j-. 

// 
/ 

i 

The following statistics were compiled for the'm~nth of 

Aircraft hit by ground tire 

Aircra.1't lost to combat 

.... Aircraft lost, by accident, .. 

Hounded in action ,,'. 
" ' .c·, 

Total sorties ilOl'm: .' 

Total combat assault sorties flown 

Total hours flown '" : 

Total combat assault hours·tlohn 

Tot,1l ot':er hours flown 

rotal troops carried 

Total cargo hauled " 

. Totalanunmiition 'expended: 

!ligh aviator . 

Low aviator 

AVe"'age aviator time 

7.62 

2.75 

8 

10 (8 UHtB's & 2 

UHlD's) . 

0 

1 

1 

,. 5248 

3147 

1457 

776 

681 

6336, 

108.1 Tons 

154,185 rds 

434 rds 

1,270 rds 

78.5 brs 

.8 hra 

57.2 brs 

, . 
. ,", 

, 
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Average aircraft time 59.0 hrs 

The missi~ns conducted in February were of the same variety as those flown in January. However, inl"ebruary the 116t'h'sponsored the incollling 162nd Aviation Company 'which was' assigned 'to the 11th Aviation ' Battalion and stationed at Fhouc'Vinh about 15 miles north of Phu Loi. The 116th trained t!ie 162nd crews'in'thesiuae techni'questhatlt h~d received , when it first arrived in'Vietnam in October 1965.'Durlhg the" training period' of about .3 weeks the 116th crews flew with the 162nd ct-ews on seven combat assaults to CQnplete thll training cycle. .. " ' .. 

February: 
'. 

• 

The fol:lcwing statistics were compiled for the"m()~th of 

Aircraft hit by erOUnd'fire ' · . ~ . 
· Aircraft lost to~' combat ,,":' ..... 

.:; , .; 

'Aircraft lq'st 'byacddent:' 
• '. '. • - "": .•• :::. c· .. - ~". • • 

l<ound~' .ii1'~¢tiori .; . . - .. -:_...... .' .. ,:.~:i .. ."~._ 

· Total • i6rt.iesfl;.own . .. ; 
· Total comliat assau;tt· sortiell ,~own 

Total houi-fl flown 
".,:,: '. ' .. 

Total combat assault hours. flown. 

Total other hours flown 

Total, troops carried 
;'. 

Total cargo carried 

Total aJllIllUIlition expended: 

7.6? 

2.75 

, .' ¥Jmn;,) 
High avia tor 

Low aviator 

9 

.:-. ",' ',: 

4 (JB'l! &1' D)' 

o 

·0 
, . 

1 

. 'J6,~t::' 
2936 ' 
1381 

,604 

·,777 

4942 

..•. 

211.7T~ns 

142,325 rds 

419 Rds 

1172 rds 

79.8 hrs , 

1.0 hr 

. [ 

, -'. 

~. " 

!, 



J\verage aviator time 49.9 hrs 

Average aircraft time 55.2 hrs 

On 7 }.:at-ch" the company entered into a 30. ".oy .. t,eet. period to 
evaluate a new proposed ~_rtT·'l.'O&Jk·--nie objective of the test· 
was to detennine the feasibility of the beefed up -roE, plus the adC!itional 
requiremems (both personnel and.eqilipnient) th~t the present ainr.obile 
company would need to have the capabil~ty to airlift one combat infantry 
company (144 troops) in one lift. " The 116th~las augmented ~;ith seven (7) 
llH-lD's, 12 aviators, and seven (7) crew chiefs from.the 162nd Aviation 
Company for the duration of the test. 

On .30 ¥arch the com~~ participated in Operation "Abilene" 
which involved troops of the 2nd and .3rd Brigade of the 1st Infantry Div.is.i<>n 
and the Royal Australian Regiment. Th,e objective of the operation wall to 
se~rch anti clear the Phuc Tuy Province Which is predominatly controlled,by 
the Viet Congo On.30 Barch the cocpany lifted the RAR troops into COurlenay 
ntLtro.:r Planation airstrip (Y5450915) ~lhich'f;'s to be the base camp fet" \he 
t'j,l'st .. q ...... ral d~ oJ: opeI'"dtion. The 2nd Brigade, was airillt.e<i froll Bes:-
Cat Range to LZ Scot.t (YS.352943) and LZ Ryai1 (YS.390860). On.31 ~iarch thl 
<lompany lifted troops t"rom the 3rd Brigade. " The staging area was Vung Tliu 
to landing zones 06 (YS.355778), 05 (YS.360712), and 02 (Y525.3752). The 
operational area encompassed approximately 20,000,000 square meters. It 
was bounded on the north by Xuan Loc, west by Bear Cat Range, south by Ba ' 
Ria and east by Xuyen Moe. No company casualties were experienced nor did 
any aircraft receive " any hits form hostile~rire •. 

The following statistics were oompiled tor the month at March 
,!" 

,0 _ .... 

Aircraft hit by ground fire 

flircraft lost to combat 

Aircraft lost by accident 

Wounded in action 

Total sorties flown 

Total combat assault sorties flovm 

Total hours flo1m 

Total combat assault hours flo~ 

Total other hours flolln 

10 

• 

9 (5 B's & 4 D's) 

o 

o 

o 

5254 

4741 

1743 

1224 

519 

/' 

\ 
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Total troops carried 

Total cargo hauled 

Total affimunition expended: 

High aviator' 

. Low aviator. 

Average aviator time 

7.62 

2.75 

40mm 

Average aircraft time .. 

-:- . 

{)' -
'. 

10,725 

24£;,.7 Tons 

73,200 roe 

104~rds 

345 rds 

98.9 brs 

16'.4 hrs 

79.0 hrs 

. . .56~0 hrs 

, 

. . . '. . On 4 Ap~ri·the 116th'1l~Vi4Gd two (2) 10 'slrl:p'elements 
'(augmented by the 162ild); oM '~TJ lDl!.intenance shiP (Beekeeper) 8I)d two (2) 
light fire teams ·for COUlblit as!'aults in continuation of Operation Abilene. 
Three lifts Wl>ro ""ne<luled from PZ Hilte ·to. LZ Lucy. '. On 'the 'first 11ft the 
lead. aircr.ut of the 3rd element hit a steel utility pole beside the high-
way at PZ tiike (Y5260665) ~lith main roto'rblade 6n: linding; The aircraft 
was total loss. No injuries vlere sustained. On the second and third lift 
3 .additional 116th idrcrart made precautionary 1endings and the maintenance 
ship assisted all three to a flyable stat.us. One (1) aircraft continued the 
mission and the other two returned to the home station for additional repairs. 
Two of the precautionary landings were caused by hydraulic failures ana the 
third 1ms caused by a combinutiun of damage received 11hi1e hovering over a mine 
field and setting off an explosion and an engine seal leak. No casaulties 
were experienced nor did any aircraft receive hits from enell\Y fire on this 
operation. 

On .10 April the l1Mh provided n~e (9) UH-tD's, Beekeeper, 
and one light and On<; heavy fire teaJr. to support the 173rd Airborne Brigade 
on Operation Jlenver. The cOltpany ~:as attached to the 145th Aviation Battalion 
for the operation. In supPQrt of the operft:i.or: the company made 2 lifts 
from the Brigade's home sta~ion at Bien Hoa to the tp.ctical area at Song be 
airstrip. During the operal;ion the heavy fire team destroyed 3 houses that 
contained suspected.Viet Cmg. There _e no confinned VC killed. There were 
no company casualties nor 1i.d any'a:u-<::raft receive hits from enemy fire. 

The' com~tion of Operation Abilene and extraction of troops 
was accomplished on 13 .pril. Th~ n6t1t provided 10 UH-tD's, tM) light fire 
teaJIIs. and Beekeeper f.:' the mission. The 116th was placed' under control 
"'~ the 1st Aviation B~talion. Nine (9) lifts ~;ere required for the. operation 

11 
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and no enemy hits Were rec~ived during the rission. 

un 24 April the 116th became involved in its largest operation 
in its short, but colorful history. 'The company was deployed to Tay Ninh Air­
port Nr 2 (XT202508) to provide direct support to the 3rd Brigade, 1st Infantry 
Division for the uur~tion of Operation Birmingham. The company bivouaced 
in a field adjacent to the aforementioned airfield. The security was provided 
by a local hRVN unit. The ser.vice platoon accompanied the company to the field 
and assisted in intermediate inspections and performed limited repairs in the 
field. Periodic inspections and extensive repairs were performed at Phu Lai 
by the 392nd ~1hich did not accompany the 116th to the field. The unit mess 
accompanied the unit to the field and fed on the average of 1500 meals daily. 
In addition to the 116th personnel', the 16200 Aviation Company, 11th Aviation 
Battalion, and many transient personnel were fed by the company mess. SB'C E6 
Robinson, the mess steward an.:. his cooks are to be commended on the support 
they provided. lo;ajor Bryan, Company Operation Officer and SSG Dexter, 
Intelligence liCO were the liaison personnel from the 116th and were attached 
to the 3rd Brigade during the period of operation. They both were awarded 
the Combat Infantry Badge for their, participation in the ground operation of 
the maneuver.' The, 116th supported 'the 'mission with 'ten (10) UH-1D's, Beekeeper 
and,three (3) light fire 'teams. SUPFort rendered consisted of combat assaults, 
combat -extractions, administrllti ve, troop repositioning, COI'l,;and and control, 
visual reconnaisEatce, reconnai,ssance by fire, starlight scope, psychological. 
warfare, target attack and'aerial'esco~~, ' " 

The iollo~dng,statistics wer~ c~mpiled for the month of April: 

'Aircraft, hit by ground fire 
, 

Pircraft shot 'do~ 
.. 

Aircraft .. lost to combat 
. - ". 

........ Aircraft lost by accident 
. ':.' . 

,\vounded in action 

Total sorties flown 

Total combat assault sorties flown 

Total hours flo\1IIl 

Total combat assault hours flown 

Total other hours fl~wn 

12 

'---'~----"'-~'-----'--------'--

13 (9 D's & 4 B's) 

1 (D) 

o 

o 

o 

6905 

6823 

2320 

2181 

139 

(' 

c 

, 
I 
! 

I 

I 
I 
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Total troops carried 

Total cargo carried 

Total ~unition expended: 

High aviator 

Low aviator 

Average aviator time.' 

Average aircraft time . 

() 

8873 

319 Tons 

358,700 rds 

1,032 rds 

2,627 ros 

133.7 hrs 

17.7 hrs 

90.0 hrs 

92.2 hrs 

On the return from the field the I 16th was placed in a direct 
support role of the 1st Brigade, 25th Infantry Division at Cu Chi. The 
brigade had just recently arrived in the country and it was on its first 
combat mission. It was deployed north and northwest of Cu Chi to begin a 
search and clear 8\'leep to the northwest.', The brigade's objective was to 
join up with elelr.en·~s of the 2nd Brigade which the 116th had helped airlift 
into LZ's approximately 30 miles northwest of CuChi on the Il'.ornirig of 16 i' 
l'.<y. The 1'.6th provided much valuable guidance to the 1st i3rigade as per-
tains to; (1) setting up re-supply points;' (2) proper marking of LZ's for 
medical e~acuatlon and re-supply drop off sites, and (3) proper utilization 
of gun teams. Also the 116th briefed the Aviation Officer of the Brigade 

, ,on the overall oper2:tional proceauresof C'an airtKibile company in an effort 
to obtain thetrost effective end efficient ·utilization. The company continued 
to support the 1st 'Br1t;ade until25I>:ay~ " . 

'. i .: J 

The follol'lingstatistics.'Were compiled for the month of May: . ~ - . 
~~ . . 

Aircra.ft hit by ground fiTe . 20 (11D's.to 9 B's) 

Aircraft shot doWn o 

Aircraft lost to combat 1 . 

Aircraft lost· by accident : .. o 

Wounded in action 2 

Total sorties flown ... , 5293 

13 



.(J 

Total combat assault sorties fl()wn 

Total hqurs flown 
; 

Total co~bat assault hours flo~l . 
Total other hours flown 

Total troops carried 

Total cargo carried 

Total 8lIllt.unition expended: 

,." 

High aviator 

Low aviator, 
..... 

Average aviator time 

7.62 

2.75 

40mm 

.; .. :2Qmn 

.. 

Average aircraft time . 
. ~ .. ' ~ -

C) 

4015· 

2030 

1632 

398 

10,039 • 

393.1 Tons 

'. 

On 8 June the JI6thprovidedl0 Uli-tD's, one light fire team 
and Beekeeper in suppo~.of Opel~tion'Jer5ey Peing conQucted by a battalion 
of the 25th ARVN lliVision. The 116th .moved 220 ·troops in 3 lifts trom the 
PZ (XT413242) to the landing zone at XT298290 •. The objective of the grouna, ( 
force to search and clear the village adjacent ,to the landing zone of a '. 
suspected 60 Viet Cong •.. .It Harrell andCll) Stroud were flying a gun ship 
in support of the I1/round forces after the completion ot the combat assault. 
Their aircrattwas : hit several times by enemy ground fire causing a 
precautionary landing due to unusual vibrations. Also GI'10 Stroud was wounded 
in the leg. LT Harrell soon determined the aircraft was safe for a one time 
flight and took ott and dropped CflO Stroud o~'f at the hospital and returned 
his aircraft safely to Fhu Loi. 

The tollo\</ing statistics were compiled for the month of June: . . 

Aircraft hit by ground fire 8 (6 D's & 2 B's) 

14 

'. 
• 

. . 

. .. ; 
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Aircraft shot down 

Aircraft lost to combat 

Aircraft lost by accident 

liounded in action . 

Total sorties flown 

Total combat· assault sorties flown 
-. , .~ . " .. :: . 

Tott\l hours flown 
! . 

'Total combat assaults hours flo~m 

Total troops carried 

Tot.;>l. cal'go carried'· 

. Total ammunition expended:·· 

High aviator 

Low aviator 

Average aviator time 

Average aircraft time 

7.62 

2.75 

40mm 

() 

0 

0 

0 

3 

4181 • 

4136 

1563 

833 

7181 

123.6 Tons 

61,800 

314 

488 

108 hra 

2.6 hrs 

68.5 ·hr.s 

67.9 hra \ 
11 July 1966: The 116th support.ed the 1 st and 2nd Battalihns, 

27th Infantry ,,'ith 10 lift s),i;,s, 1 C & C aircraft, 2 light fire teams and one 
L.aintenance recovery helicopter. Tl-:enty sorties wer~ required to lift 140 troops 
from Ch Chi to i'he sepr"mte LZ's around the )ao Trai r!oods at coordin[tes XT 
4711. r'ollo\~ing the initial asse.ult two separate, eagle flights were formed and 
their efforts resulted in three Viet Cong killed and eighteen capturea trying 
to flee the objective area. No aircraft were dp .. lllaged. 

12 July 1966: 
2nd Battalions, 27th Infantry, 
into 7· LZ 's around &0 Cahn Nil. 

.. 

/ 

The 116th was again in support of the 1st anti 
25th Infantry lJivi.sion. Two companies ~!ere lifted 
(XT 5601) in 30 sorties. As a r.,sult 175 refugee" 

15 

-

i , 
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were freed from Viet Cong domination p..nd subsequently air _lifted to "new life" 
hamlets. The Armed Helicopter Platoon discovered several Viet Gong supply 
caches which were siezed by heliborne troops. _: A_ successful eagle flight 
commended by Captain Robert D. Irnder.son resulted in 1 Viet Gong killed and 5 
Viet Cong captured •. No aircraft were damaged, but SP4 D!lnnis .B~ DeYoung ", 
(aircraft crewman) was wounded by hostile fire ~lhile attempting tp capture a 
Viet Congo For this he was recommended for and received the ,award of the 
Silver Star for gallantry. 

19 July 1966: The. 116th was involved- ~. a em~rgency extraction 
of the 2nd Battalion~- -27th Infantry from the,yicinityof XT5102. Elements of 
the Battalion were under heavy Viet Gong attack. The extraction was completed 
without damage to aircraft or loss of life due to_ the-henvyvolume of su~essive 
fires laid. down by the "Stingers". Upon checking the PZ after the final 
extraction a crew member of the',f,J.ight:saw fpur US'SoldierS'io4lo,hl'.d been in-
adv .. ~:r left in the area. J. lift ship was :lmmediately diverted and the 
four troops were recovered unharmed. " . ..' J:_ ... 

"; ... 

The f<,>llowing statistics were'-,ec)mpiled,:foI; the, month of July: 

Aircraft hit by ground fi):'e -':,''',., 

i.ircraft lost to combat -

Aircraft lost by accident. 

Wounded in action 

,Total sorties flown 

6 (4 D's & 2 Bls) 

o 

o 

, 7038 

Total combat assault hours f~wrl ,1745 

Total, hours flown 

Total~rvups carried 

_Total cargo carried 

P.ighaViator .. -. 

Low A Via. tor 

" ~: 

7.62 

:2.75 

40mm 

16 

.~ .. '. 2509;: .' 

15341 

72:4 Tons 

2.50,OOOros 

500 ros 

700 rds 

140.2 hrs 

18.1 hrs 

. " 

I 

[ 
I 

" 
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! 
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Average aviator time 

Average aircraft time , 

. -- (J' .. -. 

. 89.2.hrs 

93 hrs 

4 rlugu$t 1966: The Hornet~ ~~re in support of.the Special 
Forc'.s llt Tay Ninh with 11 tlH-1D's and a light fire team.' The mission was to 
c"oo\.·ct two combat assaults followed by m..-tractions.Light enetW fire was 
encountered during'both phases, but no hits were recorded. During the operation, 
numeroUl water buffalo, a sowce of food for. the Viet Cong were killed. LTC 
Joseph .tarker, Commanding Officer,· 11th.Comba1, Aviation Battalion.was credited 
for sili confirmed buffalo kills •. 'LTC' StaL"ker was.flying with the Armed Helicopter 
Platootl. _ .. : ;.":' . . . 

, . 
. " . . ... :"':-"'. " "" . . . ,~"«" ~ 

. 16 1<ugust1966:. T1ie. Hornets, WE~r..e . in .direct. suppOrt .b.f the 1 st 
Battalion, 27th Infantry in the Cu Chi·area.·'!13 sortie.1i were :t;'lown to niove 
900 f,.~ops and large amounts of supplies. The landing zcihes in the vicinity 
of <IOordinates XT 540220 were covered by heavy enemy fire. Considerable 
amo1lllts of smal.l arms' and automatic. weap,)!l firE' .was received. Two Viet Cong 
were spot ted in the open an ... lQ,lled by·.nHornet" door gunners. Two lift ships 
tor·k .hits and Captain Peter Smith the flight lE,ader and .. SP4 Leon .W •. Madduxa 
C-,<M chief received.flesh~TOunds from enemy fire •. 

!,ugust: 

, 

.... 

. The following statistics;;ere c:ompiled for the . month of . 

ldrcrart hit by ground fire 

riircraft lostto'cOmbat .. . .. 
ID,rcr~t ·lost:to'·acCiaerit .-' .' ~.:. '- . 

. :.-': .. ,:" ... ,', 

. Total sorties' .flown 
• • M _" .- ~ .' .. ". 

Total combat_l:lfls~ul.~ liours 'flown -. . .. "~" .. " 
. Total hours·flown 

Total troops carried 

Total cargo carried 

Total ammunition expended: 

7.62 

2.75 

.... 4Onmi 

17 

'. 
., 

6(2 D's'& 4 Bts) . 

o 

, " 

'0 

2 

_ :7571·· 

-1612" 

:2173 

10292 

290 Tons 

250,000 rds 

600 rds 

700 hrs 

. ", ",. 

, 
i·. 
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High aviator 

Low aviat!)1-' 

o 

Average avi>,tor time_ 

Average aircr~ft time 

C) 

136.1 hrs 

4.1 hI'S 
..... 

73.5 hI's 

80.5 brs 

, .1 September 1966: The 116th Assault Helicopter Company,was 
in direct support of 2nd Battalion, 27th Inta.'ltry, 25th Infantry Divisi0J;. Two 
companies of Infar'try were lifted into six zones· around the village of Hau Hoa 
~XT 57?,039). Before extraction the gro~ elements killed 9 Viet Cong, captured 

/ 

zz-.cQruinned Viet Cong and 29 suspected VJ.et Cong, 10 ~;ieapons, and various' , 
otherrt.ems and EUpplies. This particular .. operat.ion was the most successful:- / ... 
pacification operation of the quarter.' No aircraft vrere damaged although ....:/.-
light sniper.fire was encouritered uponextractiorl. . 

. : .. 
12',September 1966: The "Stingel's" finished a :3 day operation , 

in support of the Special Forces Units at Tay flirlh. They expended 68,000 
rounds of 7 .62mm·acununltion, .995 rockets (2.75), and 1000 grenades (4Onm). They 
were credited with 13 Viet Cong killed by body count in the vicWtY'bf .... 
coorciin&tes 651876. In addition, 5 buildingi;~3 sampans, and 2 reinforced ,...__-
bunkers were d<:ostroyed in the sar"e general' area~ 1h~ fire te8l!1 leader for. .. .the" 
operation C;:2 Paul D. Sadowski, was commended for this outstanding s)lpport of 
the ground force· operation. . " . 

:.' • t.-.' 

2S Septemhe;'; 1966: The Hornets supported the 4th B~thlion, .. /' 
9th Infantry (Manchu) on oper<ltion Lani Kal. On the' final extraction from an 
LZ vicinity coordine,tes XS 685825 intense automat.ic weapSlns fire was encountered. 
Two UH-1D1s were hit, but continued to fly~ . One gun. sh~s hit in the 
viCinity of transmission, sever.ing,t,.he trMsmission' oll' line.. The Aircraft 
Co=nder, we Michael'Kitchura landed in a hostile··and uninhabited area. A 
security force was immediately placed around the aircraft:; Beekeeper, the 116th C' ..... 

n.a1ntenance aircraft \ .. as called to evacuate or rE'pair the aircraft;- --Captain 
La\'lrence R. Dewey Jr lI'.ade the de.tern:1nation that he could repair the aircraft 
and fly it to a secure area.' Captain Del1ey then proceeded to Phu Loi, procured 

I 
I. 

. ! 
! 

!. 

i 

the necessary parts, returned to the downed. aircraft, effected the repair and 
fle)1 the aircraft home. This entire action took place in less' than 1~ hours. i' 
for his outstanding efforts. captain Dewey was ",commended for the Anny 
Co=endation }·;el..al. 

The following statistics .,ere cc)mpiled for the month of 
September: 

Aircraft hit bj' ground fire 

'Aircraft_ shot 40WA 

18 

• 

10 (7 D's & 3 B's) 

° 
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Total hours flown 

Aircraft lost by accident 

Wounded in action 

Total, sorties flown 

Total combat assault hours fluwn 

Total troops carried 

Total cargo carried 

Total ammunition expended: 

High aviator 

Low aviator 

Average aviator time 

Average aircraft time 

7.62 

2.75 

40mm 

2296 

o 

o 

7188 

1686 

12143 

(J 

264 Tons 

250,000 ros 

500 ros 

600rds 

129.1 are 

4.9 hra 

67.0 hrs 

85 hrs 

On 4 October the 116th Assault Helicopter COf{,pany reinforced by 
the 162nd Assault Helicopter Company supported the 2nd Brigade, 25th Infantry 
Division in conducting combat assaults in the Ben Luc area. Nineteen UH-lD's 
and 2 light fire teams were committed to this mission. Lifts were made from Cu 
Chi and Ben Luc to LZ's in the vicinity of XS6767 and XT676S. A total of 356 
troops and 14 tons of supplies were moved during the operation. On approach to 
the LZ's both units came under intense small arms and automatic weapons fire from 
all sides of the area. In the vicinity of XS6768, the 116th flight had 3 UH-lD's 
and 1 UH-1B hit by ground fire with all ships incurring multiple hits. One of 
the three was forced to land. One crew member was WIll. Fire was returned in the 
area resulting in an estimeted 3VCWBM. In theV'icinity of XS6767, the 162nd 
flight had 2 UH-lD' s and 1 UH-1B hit hit by ground fire from Viet Cong sighted 
along the sides of the LZ. one ship we forced to land. One crew member was 
WIA. Quickly recovering, from the surprise attack and reacting rapidl~fire was 
immediately returned from the UH-1D door gunners and from the fire team escort. 
E.'1gaging and pursuing the enemy with effective fire, they accounted for 15 Viet 
Cong KBAA by body count, 10 Viet Cong KBAA estimated and 5 Viet Cong WBAA body 
count. All downed aircraft were later recovered without further incident. 

19 
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, On .. 22 October the 116th Assault !ielicopter Company ~res eIllployed 

._-- .... 

in sUj:port of the 1 st Brigade, 25th InfMtry Division. Combat· assaults ~/ere 
conducted iro~ a PZ in the vicinity of XT728147 to LZ's in the vicinity of 
XT752205, XT747206 and XT746201. ThirteenUH-lO's ,nd 2 UH-1B's were cOiiJuitted 
to the mission. During the first lift of an extraction of the 4th Battalion, 
23rd Infantry frol:, an LZ in the vicinity of XT752205 at approxilnately 1615 
hours, intense small arrr.s and 60lllm mortar fire was received :i.n the ·PZ. One 
UH-ID was' hit by" enemy fire::ld h..lc\ ily ,b :Le"d \'!I'iL~ in the fZ. Upon lifting 
from the P't another UH-lO was i'orce landed to t ha south or. the PZ because the 
transn;ission oil line lIas severed by enemy fir~. The aircraft landed ina secure 
area, was repaired and flo~m out. Kedical evnc'uatioh of the wounded in tfle PZ 
>/as accomplished by a helicopter from the I 16th Assault Helicopter qompany. 
The damaged helicopter in the PZ was recovered utilizing 56th TransPortation 
Company and a recovery ship from the 178th Combat Support· Helicopter Company. 
Extensive..helicopter gun team, artillery and tactical air support was placed 
in the area in 'support the defensive ground element of approximately 60 US . 

'. 

..--Troops. Another. extmction of the. ground element was initiated at approximately 
./ 1815 hours. Nine UH-lO l s from the I 16th Assault iielicopter Company, 2 light 

fi::-e teaJ:lS and a UH-.1B smoke dispensing ship were comr.dtted to the mission. All 
ground eler:ients were loaded aboard the aircraft for departure.' However uuring 
taXe off one, UH,..1J) received damaging fire ir.naediately after take off and was 
force landed' approxir.Btely 200 yards 5\1/ of the PZ. And two more ~iere shot down 
when they attemped to land by the first disabl,~d craft. Wq.unded personnel 
were evacuated from the 12 by Hornet aircraft under int'ense fire. At approx-

-:i:mately 1900 hours reinforcements ·we.re lifted into the 12. At Which time a 
UH-JD from the 11Sth As'sault Helicopter90mpany waS shot dOlffi. Additional 
wound.ed. personnel :were evacuated by the '116th )\.ssault Helicopter CoJtipany~der .j 

intense enemy fire· :until darkriess arid 'Poor .weia1;he,r curtailed operations. A.' ., 
total 0:1', 10 .UH-lD and .. 2 UH";IB ·helicopters fro;:: the. 1.16th Assault Helicopter 'Company 
receiv~ hits.rrom;,~~ fire during the oper.a1;ion;' .}'riendly ca~ualtiesf~m the. 
116th Assault JielicopterCompany during theoPflration were lKIA and 13 liIA·.·' '.' .. ' 

.' .' . " • _ ",' : -:.,' I.· .• '~, .' r 
An estimated 5 Viet C;ongowere ICBAA and. 10V~et Corig 'were liBAA duri:rlg the·'operahon. 
The 1 16th Assauit uefi60pt,er Company has been redommarided for the'Valorous ,'. . 
Unit Alfard ,fo.r.th!s ac~icin~ t. .,_ . '. , • . 

!:The'toJi~g fltatistics,~~fe compiled for t~"; I!lOnth' of uctober: 

Aircraft hit by ground fire 

Aircraft lost to comba~ .. : 

Aircraft lost' 'by accide~t . 

l·iounded. in action .,. ,," '. 

20 

. .~. 

,. 

'18 (17 D's & 1 B) 

5 

Q. 

14 
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rotal comba.t .. assault sorties f~oWn 

::'otal hours flcnni 

Total combat asSault hours'no~m . ;.:. ' .. 
,-T' , 

. ::otal troopa- carried< .. - ...... 
' .. . ~, ' 

TOtal cargo carrie d '" . . . . ..• ,'. . 
; ., .- '. 

' .. Total .amtiUIli tione:itpended; 
, . . , . : ',. . ~' " 

. ' .. ':. 
," ~ r .' ': 

.":'; 

'. '.; '.r,,:' " 
. ". '\., .",', 

- :-iigh aviator':'j 
. :- ! -.': :' 

'7.62 

2.75 

'4ODUn' . 

." .:. '. ~ -~") 
.. 'f ; • 

,j. Low.aviator 
.. ' •. , .':' ! 

1.':",-
-.' A .... eragll. ayiator time 

. ~-~!'''; - T~.;J~. ," . _ V:i; i.. -)" ;" .. :. '(; ".' 

'! : ~~'" -Itverageaj,rc:raft -time' i",f·",'. -C".' '. 

3678· 

2370 

1364 

~ 11 ,259 

227.5 Tons 

.. 170,000 rde 

900 roe 

1800 rde 

. 148' hre 

7.5hra 

78.8 hra . 

91 hrs 

.... "!" . 

,.!.... .f'.. ....",. . ._ • .' . . .... ., ... 

.,. In 4 NOlfemb,er-' the 116th, AsaaUJ;t,Helicopter Com.pa.riYwas committed" 
. to, support 0[- the.; 1 st ::rnrantryDiv:tsioll, :il.iid '25th lnfanl:.l'y, .Divisiori on a .. tactieal 
~rg'IDcy ~t !ipl>~ately 1~00~0~r:".:~.ks a resw,t,' or ,con1i~ct~ith an estiilW.~ 
Vl.et .;cng 13~t~aliol'\ ',m .. the ,Vl.cin;J;1-Yi !If,.'.X.'r405:5, el~ent,s o~,~th~ lC)6th1dgl:lt ,';' .' " 
L,fautry Bngade were refriforced.by UlUtsfrolD .Cu C~, Lai,.Kbti a,nd Di. A!l.,d\1ping 
the .lat.e .a,fternoon, evening and well into tp.e night •. 'The oper~j;i. onL,included.,·.· 
both troop ati t 'eql,lipment lifte into Dau Tieng. .1arlier. .. in th'~ day, :t.h.e .1,16t·h 
hC<d t~lO .OO-11"s hit tlhile SUFportir.g the :96th. Inteilse. &e.U iirins f.il'e·was 
r,'~eiv:,1d auri5t ia"qombat as,ault into-llfll.Z .. l,n the vicinity of·XT4445 •. One. 
air<:raft cont.:.nued to fly, but the other aircraft' recei'l(~ intense small arms 
f,' 1'(' from thE vicinity of XT4248 and sustained. a hit in the erigine oil line. 
I'v t~S forcet to land kt was later flown out. Two paSSEngers were VlIA on 
tho f:':: st eh: p hit and one on the second.' 

This was the start of Operation ;;ttleboro, the largest land 
operation of the Vie tnam .. ar to date. The 116th Assault ~elicopter Company 
played :>. sign: .. ficant role throughout the . operation, having garnered many awards 
and QECc::>raticns for outstanding performance. 

;.,' '. 

On 28"Novcmber the 116th Assault' Helicopter Company conducted 
operai;:c::>ns ir caneral support of' US and ~R)IN forl~es in the III Corps area. 

-".---------------------------
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Ten UH-1D I s and one light fire team were committed to the mission. There 
were 457 personnel and 3' tons af cargo carried dur~ the operation; At approx-

.- . imately 1530 hours, one UH;'lB of the 1FT, while enz'Oute on a mission out of 
Bien Hoa, crashed and burned in the vicinity of YT070260. Four fatalities' resulted 
from the crash. Cause could not be deterinined. Enell\Y ground fire was received 
while securing the area and recovering of bodie:s, but no hits tlere taken. 

The follew ing statistics 1r1ere c()mpiled for the month of 
November! 

Aircraft hit by ground fire 
"t • 

.I 
Aircraft lost to combat 

Aircraft lost to accident 

·Wounded in action 

Total sorties flown 

Total combat. assault sorties flown 

Total hours flown 

Total combat assault hours.flown 

Total. t.roops carried 

Total cargo carried 

Total ammunition Expended: 

High 'aviator 

Low aviator 

Average aviator time 

Average aircraft time 

--- - -- .----_._.-._------_._--

5 (DIs) 

(B) 

o 

o 

6356 

.. 3089 

2330 

. 1364 

13,842 

392.4 Tons 

120,000 ros 

500 ros 

600 rds 

143 hrs 

7.1 hrs 

79.6 hrs 

86 hra 

, . ..... 

_'_,,' __ . __ .t ___ . 
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/ on 9 December the 116th Assault Helicopter Company conducted,:, 
operations in general support pf US and ARVN forces in the III Corps area. 
Eleven UH-lD's and one light fire team were committed and hauled 488 passengers 
and 6 tons of cargo durmg the day. .Atapproximately 1000 hours, during the 
extraction of a Recondo Patrol from the vicinity of. YS29B2,· intense automatic 
weapons.fire was received and one.UH-1Dsustaiiled 7 hits. Although use of the 
tail rotor was lost, the aircraft was flown by LT Edward Malanowski to Bearcat 
and landed without further. da.mage. . SUjJpre!Ssive fire was put into the area 
and resulted in 2 Viet Cong KIA body count. At approxi.m9.tely J630 hours small 
arms fire was received in the vicinity of YT52B4 and YT56B4, but no hits were 
sustained. In another action, a light fire team -was credited with twenty Viet 
Cong KIA, estiJMted in the vicinity of XT4517. 

December: 

,I 

,I The following statistics ~~~.~. compUed for the month of 
.I 

, 
/ 

Aircraft hit by ground fire 

Aircraft lost to combat 

Aircraft lost toe.ccident,= j.u .. ' .. : 

Wounded. in action 

Total sorties flown' , 

Total hours flown 

Total.combat assault sorties flown:· 

Total troops carried ; .; .. -' "/.~~:.-

Total cargo carried .~-~: .. ;.' 
Total a,mmunition expended: 

7.62 

2.75 

40mm 
". 

i 
High. aviator 

Low aviator 
/ 

Aver·ge avid or time. 

Average aircraft time 

23 

3 (2 D's &·1 B) 

o 

0·· 

o 

7520 

.2523 

',1952 

14,,,39 " 

254.5 Tons 

280,000 ros 

1;100 ros 

1,500 ros 

157.7 hrs 

1.5 hrs 

B3.5 hrs 

93 hrs 

( 

[ .............. __ ..••.. _--_._-------_._--- -----____ t-__ .-~-".-~ 
, 
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.v. MAINTENANCE: 

During the first quarter of 1966 the aircraft availability rate 
for the 116th Assault Helicopter Company was 67 • 5f, for the UH-1Ds and 84.0'/. 
for the UH-1Bs. This compares to the DepartD.lent of Army goal of 80'/. availability 
across the board based on a flying hour program of 60 hours per aircraft per 
month. As can be readily seen the unit Was over it 1 s goal on B models, but 
considerably short on the D !rOdels. The re~e'ons for that situation areo.: 

1. Delta models flew approximately 25f, more hours than the Bravos 
thereby requiring more inspections and parts. 

2. Grounding of several aircraft· for a JO. day period because of 
damage received during a mortar attack on 30 January., 

.. 
A breakdown by month pf availabill.ty, hours flown, and inspections 

performed are as follows:· 

AvaUabilitz ..... .Jan 

UH-IB . 
. : ... 

"" ". 

tJH.-1D 

Average time per Alc per Month: 

UH-1B 

UH-"1D 

48 hrs 

62 hrs 

Periodic Inspections performed: 

15 

53 brs' 

61 hrs 

16 

83f, 

72% 

58 hrs 

76 hi-s 

28 

The second quarter of the year saw some improvement in the avialability 
of aircraft and the maintenance picture.aer a whole due to: better parts support 
and a higher experience level within the-iuaintenance personnel of the unit. 
Average availability for UH-1Ds was 71.5% 'and 78.5% for the UH-1Bs. Average 
hours flown per aircraft were considerably higher than fir st quarter .figures. 
The overall availability would have been considerably higher, but for a TWX 
received 1 June requiring a one-time. inspection of the tail rotor hub bearings •. 
The inspection grounded 15 Ds and 4 Bs for about 10 days a\'laiting parts. 

A break down bY'monthof"availability, hours flown, and inspections 
performed for. the 2nd quarter are as follows: 

A vailabili ty 

UH-1B 

. . 
.-.- .. ' ....... 

' .. Apr 

• 

.: . 

'I 

I 
J 
I 

I 
i 

I 
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OO-1D 72.1% 

Average time per A/e Month: 

OO-1B 

OO-1D 
... " 

$3~S hI'S' 

97.1 hrs 

Periodic Inspections performed: 

. 18 

(J 

78.2% 

20 

65.2!t 

46,1 I1rs 

81;$ ill'S 

, 15 

Percentages'in aircraft avaiiabilitYrQBe somewhat during the third quarter again due to an ever-increasing' experience level and smoother partS" flow. The average availability for the quarter was 74% on the Ds and 80% on the Bs •. Again the .Delta model failea".to·attairl the goal of 80%," but the flying hour progrBlU was over floWn in excess of 50% which more thell compensates for . that small short coming~ In aedition several aircraft were victiJmf to hostile f~re during the quarter and required extensive down time. . . 

A breakdoWn. by'month of availability, hours·flown, and inspections <lPc-.plishod. far the 3rd quarter are as follows: 

Availabilit;v 

UH-lB 

OO-lD 

Average 

OO-1B 

UH-lD 

time 

iB! 
89.1% 

75.5% 

per AL.e per Month: 

101 hrs 

Periodic Inspections performed:' ," 

.. -; '.-'~ .'. 

~ 

78.6% 

70.5% 

71;7 hrs 

78.5 hrs 

20 

71.3 hI'S 

91 hI'S 

24 
Alsq during the 3rd quarter 25 sepl.rate combat strikes were repaired by unit maintenance personnel requiring 1754 man hours of h.bcr. 

During the 4th quarter of the year, the unit's availability was 72.6% for theUH-1Ds and 69.3% for the UH ... Bs. A1t.hough the 80% goals were not achieved the average time flown per OO~ID per month was 98 hours and 56 hours for Bravos. Factors precluding higher availability are: 

1. Overflying the program causing parts shortage • 

. - .".' 

'-'-'1 

I 
I 
i 

I· 

.\ 

i 

\ 

~ : 
J , 

\. ",' , !. 
, \·1 
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2. Heavy inspection requiretlents. 

3. Combat damage. 

A breakdown by month showing availability, hours flom, and 
inspections performed is as follows: 

Availabilitl: 
.. ' 

UH-1B. 79%' 79% 50% 

UH-1O 79% 64% 75% .. :.-
. Average time :eer Al..c. :eerMonth: .:~ 

".: . .. ',' 

UH-1.B 71hrs 54 brs 43 hrs 

UH-1D 89hrs 98 hrs 111 brs 

Periqdic Inspections performed: 

' .. .', ':.:23<_'" 23 2~' __ 
---.-. 

At year's end the 116thA'ssacl.t Helicopter COklparlVI ... 'aeet of 
aircraft were reaching an advanced "tat.e of age. T\<d average total hours 
flown per machine was 1053. At .~ppendix·x;" '''' ArglUlizational chart showing 
the Gtructure of t he Service Platoon. . . 

VI. ATTACHED UNITACTIVIT~S: 

a. 283m Signal Detachment 

(1) Organization: 

" Th~' 2e3~"Signai';ti,~ta~nt. ~s~ctivated(m 5 July 1965 
and attached to the 116th Assault. Helicopter Company at Fort 'Bragg, North 
Carolina UP GO .. 200, Headquart.ers,. Third,.United State I!! AriIry, dated 12 JUly 1965.­
Upon arrivalin Vietnam, the 283rd ,combined C!perations With the. 285th Signal 
Detachmert. t.., provide third and fourth echelon avionics' support for the 11th 
Combat Aviation Battalion. On 21 June 1966, the 283rd rejoined the 116th . 
Assault Helicopter Company as an attachment. At /,ppendix XI is an organization 
chart of the Detachment. 

(2) Mission: 

The mission of the.283rd Signal Detachment consists of 
performing 3rd and 4th echelon maintenance on all radios and navigational aids 
currently installed in the aircraft of the 116th Assaul~ Helicopter Company. 

26 , 
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C) 
/ 

C) 

This mission encompasses any minor modifications to plugs and wiring of c~u­
nications and navigational radios in the helicopter along with replacing and 
fixing damaged wiring. 

(3) Accomplishments: 

During the last six months of the year when the 283rd was 
performing exclusively for the 116th Assault Ht>l:tcopter Company, the Detachment 
received 2080 work order requests. They were able to complete 2b39 requests 
with only 41 being referred t<J a higher level ma:tntenance orgal'liz!ltion. 

During the year the 283rd assisted in wiring the 11 th Combat 
Aviation Battalion Officer's Club as well as the 116th Assault Helicopter 
Company's EM club. They also dispatched an_ advance party to_.the "Hornets" new 
home at Cu Chi to accomplish all necessary electrical and comm\lnication wiring 
of the compound. . ~ 

! 
b. 392nd Transportation Maintenance D.!tachment: 

(1) Organization: 

The 392nd Transportation Maintenance Detachment is organized 
under the provisions of TOE 55-500R. At Appendix XII is an organizational chart 
of the Detachment. . 

.' 

(2) Mission: / 

The mission of the 392nd is tC) provide direct support . 
maintenance and overall teechical assistance to the 116th Assault Helicopter 
Company. 

(3) Accomplishments: 

c· 

...... 

During the year the 392nd has changed 43 aircraft engines, ( .•... 
128 main rotor blades, performed 54 hot end inspections. and has spent in excess . 
of 4000 man hours on sheet metal work repa.1r1ng c:clllbat de.ma.ge. Numerous other 
statistical figures coU1cl be px:esented tlw:t are .!qually impr_<>ive, but not 
needed to show tile tremendous importance to the -r 16th Assault Helico:pter Company 
of the 392nd Transportation Detachment. 

c. 431 at Medical Detachment: 

(1) Organization: 

The 431st Medical Detachment is organized in accordance 
with TOE 8-500D and consists of one medical (Flight Surgeon) and eight enlisted 
men. At the end of the year no Flight Surgeon was assigned due to the shortage 
of Doctors theatre wide. At Appendix XIII is an organizational chart of the 
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Detachment. 

(2) Mission: 

The mission of the 431 st Medcal Detachment is to provide 
direct medical support for the 116th Assault Helicopter Company and its Detach­
ments. This mission obviously can only be accomplished if a medical officer 
is assigned. However, nearly continuous support has been obtained through 
coordinati.:>n with the 11th Combat Aviation Battalion Surgeon. 

(3) Accomplishments: 

The Medical Detachment has, in addition to its normal support 
activities, participated in many civic actions and has tre,ted several thousand 
civilians throughout the year. Additionally a medic habitually accompanies 
the unito~"combat assaults and is available t" provide immediate medical 
attention if required. 

28 
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