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M/ A Nov 19, Ford has discontinued

. production of the Edsel, a revolu-
mﬁy @7 /47 % tionary car whose time has not yet
/ come—if ever. The Edsel was
' introduced last year to compete
" with medium-priced autos such as
the Oldsmobile and De Soto. When
sales lagged, its price was reduced,
but fewer than 100,000 were sold.
The Edsel had as much chance as
any Ford. Its name (Henry’s son’s
first name) was test-marketed. The
publicity photos were dazzling,
highlighting discrete sections. But
the Edsel has a fault: progress. It has
push-button automatic transmis-
sion, narrow horizontal taillights, a
detailed grill and other futuristic
features. In other words, it’s ugly.
Today, Ford announced discon-
tinuation of the auto, stating a steel
shortage hastened the decision. At
the same time, Ford offered to sell
two million more shares of stock,




