
Greet~, 

My narre is Did< IEtra. In 1991, I decide:l to resem:h 

tie mit I sp;nt IW taJr of duty with ~ tie 

crusades :in Vietnam. I was se:nt to tasic at Ebrt 

I.ew.i.s, WlS'rl.r:gt:cn arxl tl:En f1a.In to Ebrt R:ll.k 

Lalisiana, Whidl was tie birt:hpl.acE of cml:at 

infantJ:}!ral far Viet:nam. My ME was light 

weap:ns infantry, 11 l3I:'aID. en JUrE 10, 1967 oor 

pl.are 1.arrla1 at Bien H::a arxl we were b.1sserl to tie <nh 

Rep1 .. Alall in I.cr:g Blnh. Im'ir.g this ]:Erloo, t:haIe was a CBll up far p;!dJtet:er guards 

taJu_ of tie large l1lIli:er of Aviatirn lhits l:ei.rq ~ :in tie m Cbtt;:s AI:ea of 

~cns. A few of us were assigtBl to tie 269th Cl:lti:at Aviatirn Eattalirn arxl sent 

to r:au Tim;! (C2rtp Ranier). After a ttmI:h of p;!dJtet:er gtmd, t:haIe was a I13Erl far dcxJr 

gt.t'ret'S :in tl'E lift pl.atocns(slidls). After J;8SSir:g a flight p,ysiCBl. oor ME's were 

dar:g;rl to 11B2F,aireal gtZrer. Fran that !Dint rn it was rn tie jdl traini.r;J. After 

provirg OJt"Sel.ves un:ler fire, a few of us were farturl:lte ~ to get into tie gun 

platorn. 'Il'E 188t:h Assault H:l.ia:p:er 0:rtt:anY, Bl.cK:K Wiro.s arxl t:h=ir gun platorn, tie 

EPiders flew SJHXrt. far tie 3rd Brigade, 25th Infantry Divisirn. B.lt, WlB1 I arri~ 

at amp Ranier tie 3rd Brigade of tie 4th Infantry Divisirn was :in place. 'Ib tie !:Est 

of IW krnTl.e:'g:, this is h::M tie narre of tie cmp carre atx::ut. 'lhe 3/4 was staticna1 at 

Ebrt I.ew.i.s, WlS'rl.r:gt:cn, with a pnn:andc view of Mt. Ranier. W'En tie 3/4 arri~ l:¥ 
ship :in late 1966, tlEy ta:K over tie l:ase cmp at r:au Tim;! fron tie 25th ARVN Divisirn. 

'llEy narre::l t:h=ir IBV' l:ase cmp, C2rtp Ranier. en l\u;lust 1, 1967 tie 3/4 was dar:g;rl to 

tie 3rd Brigade, 25th Infantry Divisirn. At tie titre tie 3/25 was staticna1 'IIJ'{ up :in 

Pleiku, :in tie II Cbtt;:s A.O. Instead of deBl.i.rg with a l.q;jistics nightrtare, tlEy s:inply 

datgal ]:B,tc:tES. I'm tryirg to lCXBte pqlle vitD were staticna1 at r:au Tim;! ~ 1967-

1968. I've l13aJ:tj of it l:ei.rq CBlle:l R:x:Ket City al.s:l •. Fbr erne ress:n I l'EIve b1.ankB:l rut 

a lot of tie E!lqtetiEn:ES we were ]:B.rt of ar just wante:l it all to g::> away. MEt of tie 

mits :in tie le3tem III Cbtt;:s A.O., ]:B.rtici]:B.te::l :in tie sane cparaticns, to erne degl:ea. 

I'm tryirg to p.lt t.c:g;!t:lEr, an acx:urate aa::r:mt of wtat we all exprim:a:l :in tie ruI±er 

at r:au Tim;!. I 1IWld Cifplaiate any :inplt jW llBY want to share, }WI" llBlDrias ~ 

1967-1968. '1hin;Js that were mique to r:au 'l,'iag, tie Olynpic sire swi.ttmi.rg p:xil., tie air 

field, tie FrarlJ. brl.l~, tie P.X., tie ice fad:ol:y :in tie vi1.1.ag;l, etc. I'm tryirg 

to ItBke a nap of tie lajWt of tie l:ase arxl tie lCXBtirn of tie mits staticna1 t:haIe. 



re all lBtatter certain thi.n;Js al::o.lt rur toJrs an:l dates. 

I ~d likE to ir=q::arate !iD\:03 fron tl'E varirus units ~ worlIB:l 

with, alcrg with th:a: I al.Leady rave of tre 188th Bl.ack Wicbvs. 

Nrj qwlity !iD\:03 of C:Irp Ranier, tre vill.ag; of Il3.u Tia:g, ar tre 

:imta:liate aLEe ara.n:l tre l:ase amp. I ~d I:ei.nb.xse yru far any a:sts in tre llBki.qJ' 

of cq>ies of yrur !iD\:03. If yru wanta:l to neil fie yrur !iD\:03i I ~d IlBkE cq>ies an:l 

sen:l tre originals l:acK to yru • I am a IlB!I:er of tre V.F .W; Viet !IBn Veterans of .I\nerlCB, 

Vietnam felia::pt:er c::r:mrart:ers lIgso=:iati01, D.A.V.(life IlB!I:er)an:l Veterans of tre Vietnam 

1m" In=. I am tre =tlirBtar far tre 188th A.H.C. an:l rave I:e;n 1aId.rg 01 an acti>e 

roster of all rur E.M. an:l N.C.O. 'so It res I:e;n a \eI}' sl.cM J;%cx:ESS. Sirx:e rrost of us 

rotated l:acK to tre states at diffeIalt t:irres, it was l'md to keep in tru:h with anyae. 

Ia:ple Il1JIS:l ara.n:l, rel.cx:Bted •••• yru ¢ tre FOint. 
FiLe SJHXrt Blse Blrt was tIE of Il¥ highlights 01 J\By' Years Eve 1967. 'Il'Ey s::rarrbl.e1 

rur gun teem that night to ane to t;re aid of that FSB, Which was I::Eirg overrm. I IBtatlet 

llBki.qJ' gun runs alcrg tre p:rlneter an:l tre wire. '!hlre 1Ere cl.032 to 400 lxxlies left 

in tre wire an:l aram tre p:rlneter. Jerry Pierre, a platom ~ with 3/22 was 

at Blrt an:l had to IEl.P cmnt tre lxxlies an:ll'Elp gatlEr tlan up, .EO tlEy a:ul.d l::e 1:l1J:ovn 

into a Ju.;J= ditch. fe sent fie a a:upJ.e of !iD\:03 of th:a: K.LA. 'so ~ g:al is to write 

a detai1erl acx:nmt of all tre units ~ flew SJJ;I;Xlrt far an:l ad:l that to Il¥ a;n unit history. 

re rrost certainly ki.~ s:ne ass over trer:e, rJ:M didn't~. 'Il'E 188th lest 18 IlB1 K.I.A. 

~ Il¥ trur, 6/67-6/68. I want rur little bit of history to l::e wna:::t. As yru ~ 

IlBY kIxM, rrost of th:a: in ~ of kEepirg ra:nrds did mt cb a \eI}' th:lI:1:l.ljl jcb. 

'lh:mk yru far tak:irg tre tine to read this letter an:l WEI.ID1E H:ME! 


