Greetings,
My reme is Dick Detra. In 1991, I decided to research
the wnit T spent my tour of duty with during the
crusades in Vietram. I was sant to besic at Fart
Lewis, Washington and then flown to Fort Rolk
Iouisiana, which was the birthplace of aniat
infantrymen far Vietnam. My MS was light
weapans infantry, 11 Bravo. On Jime 10, 1967 o
plane landed at Bien Hoa and we were Tussed to the 90th
Replacament. in Long Birh. During this period, there was a call up for perimeter quards
because of the large rumber of Aviation Units being deployed in the ITT Oorps Area of
Operations. A few of us were assigned to the 265%th Conbat Aviation Battalion and sent

to Dau Tieng (Canp Ranier). After a mmth of perimster quard, there was a need for door
gumers in the lift platoms(slicks). After passing a flight physical oar MS's were
chenged to 11BF,airenl gumer. From that point an it was an the job training. After
proving.axselves wder fire, a few of us were fortunate emough to get into the qun
platoon. The 188th Assault Heliampter Compeny, Ela:k‘ﬁﬂ.d:msardtl'ejrmplat@,ﬂ‘le
Spiders flew suppart for the 3rd RBrigade, 25th Infantry Division. But, when I arrived

at Cap Ranier the 3rd Brigade of the 4th Infantry Division was in place. To the hest

of my knowledge, this is how the name of the cep cae aboat. The 3/4 was stationed at
Fort lewis, Washington, with a panoramic view of Mt. Ranier. When the 3/4 arrived by
ghip in late 1966, they tock over the tase camp at Deu Tieng from the 25th ARWN Division.
They ramed their nev base canp, Camp Renier. On August 1, 1967 the 3/4 ves chenged to
the 3rd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division. At the tine the 3/25 was stationed TOY up in
Pleiku, in the 11 Oorps A.0. Instesd of dealing with a logistics nightmare, they sinply
cdenged matches. I'm trying to lamte people who were stationed at Dau Thengy during 1967-
1968. I've heard of it being called Rocket City also. For sawe reasmn I have blanked out
a lot of the exgerianrss we ware part of or just wanted it all to go away. Mt of the
units in the western IIT Corps A.0., participated in the same operations, to sore degree.
I'm trying to pit together, an acarate acoomt of what we all experienced in the rubber
at Deu Tieng. I would appreciate any input you may want to share, your mamories during
1967-1968. Things that were unique to Tem Tieng, the Olympic size swimning poal, the air
field, the French huiildings, the P.X., the ice factary in the village, etc. I'm trying
to meke a map of the layost of the tase ard the lomatim of the wits stationed there.




We all remenicer certain things ahout our tours and dates.
T would like to incorporate photos from the varicus wnits we worked
with, alayy with those I already have of the 188th Black Widows. 20
Ay quality photos of Catp Render, the village of Dau Tierg, ar the ;f'__
inmediate area arond the tase camp. T would reirfurse you for any costs in the meking
ofccpiesafymr;i’ptcs. If you warted to meil me yorr photos, I would meke copies ard
serd the ariginals back to you . I am a marber of the V.F.W; Viet Nem Veterans of Arerica,
Vietnam Helicopter Crewmenbers Association, D.A.V.(life menber)and Veterans of the Vietnam
War Inc. I am the coordinator for the 188th ALH.C. and have been warking an an active
roster of all aur EM. and N.C.0.'s. It has been a very slow process. Since most of us
rotated tack to the states at different times, it was hard to keep in touch with anyone.
Hm&mt&seﬁrtmsdeofnyhigﬁightsmbhw%arsﬁel%?.ﬂeymﬁed

our qun team that night to care to the aid of that FSB, which was being overnn. I remenber
meking qun rns alay the perireter and the wire. There were close to 400 bodies left

in the wire and around the perineter. Jerry Pierce, a platom sergeant with 3/22 vas

at Bart ard had to help cont the bodies and help gather them up, so0 they could ke thrown
into a hxe ditch. Fe sent e a cople of ghotos of those K.I.A.'s. My goal is to write

a detailed aocomt of all the wnits we flew support for and add that to my om wnit histary.
We nost certainly kidked sare ass over there, now didn't we. The 1868th lost 18 men K.I.A.
during my tour, 6/67-6/68. I want our little bit of histary to be correct. As you well

1By know, most of thoee in charge of keeping records did not do a very tharough job.

Therk you for taking the time to read this letter ard WELOOME HME!



