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FORWARD 

As the oonoept of air mobility in ground combat operations evolved and 

matured, the Air Cavalry Troop has established itself as an invaluable 

lighting unit. Its unique organization of aero scout, lift and weapons 

platoons gives it the oapability to acoomplish all airmobile 

It's primary mission, however, remains that of' extensive air 

reconnaissanoe: finding the enemy and fixing them in combat. Officer. and 

men of I,ighthorse, from Cambodia to the U Minh ~'orest, hom the 'Iron Trian­

g'le to the SeVf)J) Mountains, you have dhplaYlld tho true cavalryman's fight.-
, 

lng spirit. Your profossionalism and dedicatton to your mission have become 

n standard in the delta. 

,JOHNNY A. PIlI LL Il'S, JR. 
Major, Armol' 
Commanding 



HERALDRY 

5th Cavalry 

COAT OF ARMS 

Shield: On a Cross Moline Sable. on a Chief Embat.tled of the 
last a Maltese Cross Argent. 

Crest: On wreath of the colors (or and sable) II bundle 0' 
five arrows sable armed and flitted gules, tied with 
II rattlesnake skin having five rattles proper. 

Motto: Loyalty and Courage. 

Symbolism: The 5th Cavalry Regiment's Coat 01 Arms embodies 
highlights of the Regiment's history. The Upper 
portion of the Coat of Al'ms consists of a bundle ,of 
five arrows tied together with a rattlesnake skin 
having five rattles. This is' the Indian symbol ~f 
War. The aJ'rows commemorate the five major Indian 
campaigns in which Regiment wa~ engaged. The upper 
portion of the shield consists of a white Maltese 
Cros~on a black field, representing the service of 
the Regi~ent in Puorto Rico November, 1898 to 1900. 
The fiva battlements symbolize the numerical 
das.ilOnation of' the unIt. The! lower port ion of the 
Rhield is yellow to denote fhe. colQr of' the Caval.,y. 
The blaok Cros!! Moline in this portion was won by 
t.he charge of the Regiment at Caine'a Mill, Vir­
ginia, on 27 June 1862 aiainst the Confederate 
Troops of Longstreet. In 1923 the War Depar'tmcnt 
draped the Rhield with a yellow ribbon bearing the 
Mot to, "Loyalty and Couraflo", thoreby honoring the 
Coat of Arms wi.th the Departments official appl'ova~. 



LINEAGE 

Constituted 3 March 1855 in the regular arm, as Company C, 2nd 
Cavalry. 
Organized 28 May, 1955 at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvanj~. 
Redesignated 3 August 1861 as Company C, 5th Caval.ry. 
(Calvary companies officially designated troops in 1883) 
5th Cavalry assigned to 1st Cavalry Division Deoembor 1900, May 
1910. 
Assigned 18 Decomber 1922 to 1st Cavalry Division. 
Dismounted 28 February 1943 and reorganized 4 December 1943, 
partly by Cavalry and partly by Infantry Tablos of Organization. 
Reorganized wholly as Infantry 20 July 1945 but retaining Cavalry 
designations. 
Redesignated 25 March 1949 as Company C, 5th Cavalry. 
Inactivated 15 November 1957 in Japan and relieved from assignment 
to 1st Cavalry Division. 
Redesignated 15 April 1958 as Headquarters and Headq'larters froop, 
3d Reconnaissance Squadron, 5th Cavalry. 
Activated 1 July 1953 and assigned to 9th Infantry Division at 
Fort Carson, Colorado. 
Inactivated 31 January 1982 at Fort Carson. 
RedesignAt~d 1 February 1966 as 3rd Squadron, 5th Cavalry a~d ac­
tivat~d at Fort Riley, Kansas. 



AREA OF OJlEltATIONS 

Under operational control of 7th Squadron, 1st Air Cavalry, th~ al'~a of 
operationI': ranged thl'ollllhout IV Corps. Wi th the ml Rsion of sUl'po'rtil~" major 
ARVN Divisions, D Troop, 3d Squadron, 5th Cavalry changed area of oper­
ations frequently. Terrain varied from the abrupt mountains near Chi Lang 
and the Cambodian border to the nippapalm lined paddles between the mouths 
of the Mekong to the heavi ly fOI'estcd and densely shl'ubbt'>d U M,inh FOI'est. 
Frequently used staging areas were the Tra Vlnh, Ben TI'(~, Dong Tam, Mue 
Hoa, Cao Lanh, Vi Thanh, Ca Mau, Thai Binh, Rach Soi, Chi Lang and the Ce-
ment Plant. . 



'l'MOP D 
3d Squadron, 5th Cavalry 

Throughout the period 1 January 1970 to 31 UeocmbBr 1070, D Troop (Air), 3d 
Squadron, 5th Cavalry was under the dpopationa) control of th~ 7th Squa­
dron, 1st Air Cavalry in direct combat support of the 7th, 9th. Z1~1 ARVN 
Divisions and tho 44th Special T~ctical Zone. 

The troop's typical mission w~s reaonnaiss~noe-in-forDe using thn unit'. 
ol'ganic Scout (OH-GA), Gun (AH-lS) and Lift (UH-IH) p) alooos. NOI'mal 
mission requirements were two Seout teams, two light fire teams, thre~ 
slicks and 8 Command and Control aircraft. Thc Command and Control 
aircraft, a Scout team and a light fire team would m~ko vi~u.l reconnais­
sance of suspeoted enemy loc~tjons with the Aero Saouts and Cobra gunships 
engaging the encmy. The lift element stood b!, with a I'eady reaction rortl(~ 
if heavy contact was made. 

During Maroh 1970, Lighthorso elements located the 1st "VA Dattal~Dn in tllc 
9th AIVN Division's Tram area. On tho second day of contact, 99 NVA KBA's 
were confirmed lor Lighthorse along with the di$oovery of three Do caliber 
machine guns, twenty 30 caliber m~chine gunR, and numerous :small arms 
weapons. 

The Cambodian operation was initiated on th~~ 29th of April wUh'D .'r'·(l(lp, 3d 
Squ~dron, 5th Cav~lry spearheading the entire operation, being the 
unconfirmed first unit to enter Cambodia. Throughout May and June, 
Lighthorse supported ARVN units working in Cambodia, and taking maximum 
advantage of Visual reconnaiSSAnoe missions and aceur~tc gun strikes, 
Lighthorse compiled a total of 229 KBA's for tbe operation. 

"Delta" Troop~ 3d Squadron, 5th Cavalry took an active part in the Seven 
Mountains operation near Chi I,ang in Ootober 1070. Lighthotse supported the 
9th ARVN Division in their efforts to secure the major objectives of Nui 
Cau, Nul Glai, and Nui Coto. With the help of Lighthorse air suppOrt, this 
once safe onemy sanctuary Was almost aomplet~ly pacified by the 9th ARVN 
Division's troops. 

Lighthorse continued to support tbo ARVN Delta 
1970. The following is a breakdown of the ARVN 
"Delta" and Cambodia for the ycar 1070. 

44th STZ 
January 13-16, 1.0-31 
February 1-3, 25-30 
March 1-3 
Ap r I I l. - 3, 23 - 30 
May 1,2,13,14,17-21,23,27-30 
June 1, 4-7, 21-27 
AU/lust 19, 21, 22, 24, 25, 29 
Ootober 7, 20 
Novomber 25 
December 6, 12, 15-17, 21-23, 28 

J 

11nits through lhe end of 
units supported in the 



7th ARVN Division 
Apl'i 1 4, 22 
May 7, 25 
June 10-20 
July 4, 15, 18 
AUiust 2, 3, 30, 31 
Septembel' 9-12 
Octobel' G 
November 7, 8, 10, 14, 15, 22, 24, 26-29 

9th ARVN Division 
January 2-6, 9, 10 
February 4-8, 12-2' 
May 11,24,26 
July 10, II, 17, 30 
August 4-9, 11-14 
Septombel' 8, 30 
October 4, 5, 8-12, U, 15, 18, 22, 23, 25, 27, 28, 30, 3t. 
November 1, 2, 4, 5, 9, ll, 1.3, 18, 21 
Docember 4, 7, 19, 30 

21st ARVN Divisl~n 
January 7, 8, 11 
.'ebruary 10, 11, 
May 3 - 6, 10, 1 5 
June 8, 9 
July 1.-3,6,21,29,31 
August 16, 17, 28 
September 1, 2, 4-7, 13, 15-28 
Ootober I, 2, 19 
November 16, 17, 20 
Dec emb e I' 1. 2. 5, 9 -11. 13, 20, 25, 27,31 

Navy Seals 
M'ay 31 
June 3 

4th Mar i nes 
May 12 
June 29, 30 

The Troop totals for 1970 were as follows: 

KIA - 5 

KBA - 1039 

SAMPANS -1269 

STRUCTURES - 1849 


