S AN ASSAULT helicopter

company, the 116th was pri-..

marily engaged in combat opera-

tions in support of the 25th In-.

fantry Division' based at Cu Chi,
Republic of Vietnam..iThe slicks

~(Hornets) and the guns- (Stmgets): :
‘ranging: from -

provided support
combat assaults to the“usual rou--
tine (ash and trash) missions.

We had become - well’ versed in
the aspects and techniques of a
combat assault and, along “with

the ground units of the Tropic -
Lightning Division, had’ developed
into a eoordinated team’that could;;

- work extremely well together- in?
- any situation. Duc to this fact, both
“the 25th and the 116th:had a hij
-‘regatd for each other and ofte i
‘was this mutual respect that caused
“the two to glve just.that little ex
. or to:“hang it out”-a llttle furt eg«
to help the other guy.
Such was “the case -late on

. evening in August. With the mon=

" Captain- Terry P. Gardner

i and completed the lift. All that

was left now was to cap the LZ
sweep and to cover a few shck

_loctde of resupply.

Typsca.lly,- after.. an’ especnlly

: bormg day, the. ground troops be-
‘gan’ to take hght snipet’ fire ‘from -
-the ‘south: Tt>wis release’ti

LA AR & . 1
us but : we _-:.:weren’t;_ ;abo

home: As we:teconned ahead, one
‘of our ships: took heaquﬁre that
-subsequently forced. him down .in -
a seclre - area Aftcr assurmg hlS

=contact to- ﬁnd the VC, -EWith thc :

ground commander s help: yv
pointed - Charlie’ g locmon and
iade: some ﬁrmg passgs

"soon season well at hand, we were “iup’

aware of the torrential'rains ‘and .

high “winds that can literally pop. on.: tation

‘up out of nowhere. It had been
an easy day. Eagle flights just ™

‘north of Salgon had "experienced

~absolutely nocontact, The ground

‘troops of the 2nd Brigade had
conducted reconnaissance in force
missjons but failed to turn up any
'1ct10n

Bemﬂ close to release time, the
battalion commander  decided to
insert his unit in a landing zone
(LZ) just nerth of a village com-
plex where it would secure for the
night. As pilos of o UHT 2 i
e tue Lo Sub ok

0
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return to ‘Cu Chi for fue!i...Enroute

things were quict in the AQ
then released s from " the m

About five miles out of -Cu Chlf la

we hit some steady rain and good
strong gusts of wind, It was dif-
Dot to sec the base camp but we

continued flying. We advised C&C

of the situation and he replied that
he would be enroute in a few
minutes.

Nearing Cu Chi we received
weather reports from the tower

‘and were advised of low ceilings,
" extremely heavy rains and poor
* visibility. On the downwind leg,

the. rain seemed like a solid sheet
of .water, and we could hardly
make;out the refueling area, But,
we dldnt care, All we could think

- of was'some hot chow, a shower
"'and a. cold beer. Bemdcs we: were

;and I had to fly mstru-
' mamtam attitude . and

1meter wires, bunkers

back the slick’ completcd ‘hi§ re=" . rais
supply with no fire and it ‘seemed -

But aLcr coi nplctlon of “he ped!
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n’ ﬁnal we managed to

'_131cked thc a1rcraft up”
~eveérything seemed to be in order.
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. aircraft-begin to-roll:left and righ

p0551b1e—I yelled - at the aircra

caanmander that he had it. He took™

control and attempted to hover
forward. At this :point I felt the

on its longitudinal axis, and T again

felt that queasy feeling of dis--

Cronekon sweep over me. How-
I s coopd vlepped the

in' one sense.- We~ both™ realized -
what " was wrong, we_knew what-

fo do about-it and we both re-~

Fhmkmg it over, we. realize that
we never should have flown so far

co_vered quickly, Still; it was ‘the -
first time-either -of | us .had, gotten
‘pilat vertlgo “even though we both:
had over 800 hoursin the UH-1..

-/ We both experlenced
vertigo caused by
darkness, heavy rain

sary is an admirable quality, but
when it endangers life and equip-
ment the purpose is :Jcfent :d
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