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A S AN ASSAULT helicopter in and completed the lift. All that continued flying. We advisedC&C 
ficompany, the 116th was pri- was left now was to cap the LZ of the situation and he replied that 
marily engaged in combat opera- sweep and to cover a few slick he would be enroute in a few 
tions in support of the 25th In: loads of resupply. minutes. 
fantry Division based at Cu Chi, Typically, . after an especially Nearing Cu Chi we received 
Rcpublic of Vietmim .. ~The slicks . oaring day, the, ground troops be- weather reports from the tower 
(Hornets) and the guns/Stingers) !lan lo,take liillt sniper fire from and were advised of low ceilings, 
provided support ranging from· the south. It;was ".,lease',time for" extremely heavy rains and poor 
combat assaults to the usual rou- us but we weren't :abotirto go visibility. On the downwind leg, 
tinc (ash and trash) missions. home. As we'reconned ahead, one the rain seemed like a solid sheet 

We had become . well versed in of our ships.took'heavyJ,fire that of water, and we could hardly 
the aspects and techniques of a subsequently forced him:.$Ip~n in' makp,out the refueling area. But, 
combat assault and, along with a secure area. After assuring his we didn't care. All we could think 
the ground units of the Tropic safety we, returned to the' area ',of of was some hot chow, a shower 
Lightning Division, had. developed contact to find the,VC. With the' andi\cold beer. Besides, we were 
into a coordinated team that could, ground commande~'~ help",:",,~pjn~:,!; our 20-minute light ancl,\ ... ,.,. 
work extremely well together' in' pointed Charlie's location::arid:\ else to go. . JII 
any situation. Duc to this fact, both ,r;lade som~ firing passes. turned base it seemed 
the 25th and the 116th,had a high ";At thiip6int C&C (~~:~Jt:~~~/:~~~\~[ll;;niof the South China Sea 
'regard for each other and often: it :a:hd control) elected to s: dumped directly oitbur 
.was this mutual respect that caus~~ 'Cu' Chi as we' low I had to fly instru-
the, two to give jusuhatlittle ext~jJi; :and' maintain attitude' and 
or to "hang it out" a little furt1l:~Ili~ Jittle coyer.. about 200 feet we 
to help the other guy.:~,:::pletely black Ill.,!»,,:alrea or less s~e our destina-

Such was ihe case late o.ne, \ lions. 'fillal we managed to 
evening in August. With the mon- 0'mil"011s"r~rimeter wires, bunkers, 
soon season weI) at hand, we were lined 'the 
aware of the torrential rains and 
high' winds that can literally pop' on 
up out of nowhere. It had been 
an easy day. Eagle flights just 
north of Saigon had experienced 
absolutely no contact. The ground 
troops of the 2nd Brigade had 
conducted reconnaissance in force 
missions but failed to turn up any . \ 
actlOn. 

Bei'ng close to release time, the 
battalion commander decided to 
insert his unit in a landing zone 
(LZ) just north of a vilbg:' ::om· 
plex where it would secure fnr the 
night. A'~ p iO', )1 ;'. U :-} I in 
r '\ t ;1 L' 1 I 'j k 

o 

monitored :r~~~~r3,~~~~~r11~i~:;,~~~ •• ~ •.. ~~ delayed and . .... . 
return toCuChi . fuel:;Ellroute "".' iroh1i·";,'· b',ga,n .. N"mber 

back the slick completed hisre- ~. r~!~ •. ~~s~60&~~~,;rnlUmlb~! 
supply with no fire and it seemed tl 
things were quiet in .the 
then released .us from' the 

About five miles out of Cu 'Chi 
we hit some steady rain and good 
~trong gusts of wind. It was dif-
• 0':' :Jt tn ,Cl; the b3se camp but we 

aircraft~!' up 
everything seemed to be in ord~r. 
But af:er camp' Iction of :110 pcd:.! 
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. mertls and \vebd!h; were 
I immediately and. . ..' .. 
wrong and took the only actiot>. The cases of vertigo were mild 
possible~I yelled at the airhafi?;in one sense, We both' realized 
commander that he had it. He took" what was wrong, we knew what 
control and attempted to hover t'o do about it and we both re­
forward, At this point I felt the coverefl' quickly, 'Still,it wasthe 
aircraft· begin to roll left and right;,;·first time 'eitherof 'Us; had,gotten 
on its longitudinal axis, and I again'piiot vertigo, 'even th()ugh ,;\le··both 
fel' that que<1sy feeling of dis- had over 800 hours' in the UH-L. 
([] n ':,1 !( n S',Yl'::P ov,,:r Jlle. Hnw- Thinking it over, we realize that 

:1 : ~~ )1 'J.' 1,i( Piled the we never should have flown so far 
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