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Mentbers of dhe 37th Al Rescue and Revovery Sq. praclice

fewerlng  themselves indo the Vietoam jurgle with the “jungle

penetrator’’ on their THHS3C DUFF helicapler,

(548 Photos)

Viet Chopper Piiots
Getting U.S. Help

Ry CPL, YUNG KEUN KIM
$&5 Stull Carrespondent
SOC TRANG,  Vietnam -
Combathardened  Amecerican
thopper pilots here are sharing
their skibls with 20 members of
the first il Vielnamese class
trom Huniey Airfield Aviation
School, Ga. .

Fifteen Americon pilots alre
yunning the Victnamese Lhrough
4 combat training program sim-
iliar to the one given American
pilols when they arvive in Viet-
nam.

Once they complete the train-
ing in the UH! Huey helicopter,
the pilots will join a heticopler
squadron scheduled Lo take over
the American airficld here sonn,
acearding (o oflicers here,

The Amervican irainers come
from the 3361h Telicopler Co,,
13th Cembal Avigtion Ba., 1sl
Aviation Brigade. The training
schedule began in mid-faly and
will estinue wntil Getober,

Muost of (he Vietnamese pilows
volenteered e this  program,
and nwoved mla e Americun
pilals” billet o specd up fheir
leariing, (he officers said,

we can master all
combat skills  within  two
monthy,”  said  2nd Lt Le
Vun Ut. “IMlying a chopper is
like playing the piane. it needs
delicacy,” said Capt. Danicel 17,
Schrage, an instructor pilod,
“and Vietnamese are very deii-
cate.”

Most Vietnamese fly whenever
they have the chance, American
trainers say. They Hy day and
night, and sometimes holidays.

“T think

By SPLLC, 4 CTIIARLES C, SELF
&S Siadl Correspondent

DA NANG, Vielnam — One of
ihe must famous yescue helicop-
levs ever built, (he Jelly Green
Gianl 131, is being replaced
by a bigger, mwre powerful
model, aceording o Air Loree
officials here.

“The HIT has been one of the
must oulslanding rescue helicop-
ters thut has ever been devel-
oped, and il has done a tre-
mendous job,” said Lt Col. Al-
bert 1. Iloleomb, commander of
the 37th Air Rescue and Recov-
ery Sq. al Po Nang airfield. “It
did the job. But now we have
something that does it even hel-
ter,”

‘I'se new anodel, ITHIIC, called
BUET (Big, Ugly, Friendly Fel-
low), is Faster, more powerful
and carrics heavier armameat,
aceording to Toleem)y, The hul-
buns monster i capable of haul-
ing two jeeps, a 25000-1b.-load
sling or 37 troops ut 195 m.ph,
for five lwurs helore vefueling.

Fyven when il wmust refael, it
can take fuel in mid-air. 'The
BUFF can alse hover at bigh al-
tludes 1o vescue [hiees downed
alop mountaing,

Holcomb  sald the BUFE is
scheduied 1o repluce all the
smaller choppers by the end of
107

1.

The 37th ARRS is the only
long-rimge  abr rescue unit in
Vietnam, Its mission is Lo rescue
crewmen rois downed aireraft
anywhere in Soulheasi Asia.

A BUFT gels a wash at Da Nang where the
new cliopper Is replacing the Jolly Green Giang,

Lnilt,

“The BUFF gives us the capa-
bility of going out of here to any-
where in Vietnam, Cambodin or
Laos withoul having lo worry
about refucling,” snid Lt. Col.
Royal A, Brown, operalions offi-
cer of the 37th,

Iolcomb explained that when
a flier gels in trouble anywhere
in Southeast Asin he can send a
may-tay distress signal which is
relayed to a control center at 7th
Air Force in Saigon,

“They can scramble the Jolly
Green Giants anytime they need
them,” he said.

The rescue squadron always
has a crew on nlert, Brown said.
~We cven carry a commu-
nications radio to the mess hall
with us when we are on alert,”
sajd one pilot,

During the daylight hours a
nwximum  of .15 minutes s
allowed lo get an aireraft off the

Tale of 2 Wives
And One City

CARSON CITY, Ney, (UPT) —
When Richard A, Culpepper left
his  firsi wife, Blizabeth, she
neved from Californfa te Car-
son Cily,

When Culpepper left his second
wife, Susan, she ulso moved lo
Cirson City and decided 1o look
wp he first wife. They compared
noles and Culpepper, 23, of Hill-
hurg, Calif,, was hauled in on
bigamy charges.

ona of the most Famons rescuc helicopters ever

ground, according to Brown.,
“Right now if the horn were to
blow, the crew would be aivbnrne
within five minutes,” he said.

With vover furnished by other
aircraft, the Joily Green Giants
move to the position where the
lier is believed down. X{ he is in
heavy junglo, tho choppers low-
er a junsgle penetrator and lift
the flier out.

The BUFF already s carvying
more than its share of the load,
Of the 31 “saves” since the
BUFF was pul inlo operation in
late April, 20 of them have been
by the four BUFF ships in the
37th 8q.

The four have been used on
half the mlssions carried out by
the unit's 12 choppers,

The BUFT carries a five-man
crew, and they scem as happy
with il as their commanders,
“It's like jumping from a Ford
to a Cadillae,” said T, Sgt, John
1. Heilsch, pararcscue jumper
with the 37th.

Apparently even the pground
mainlenanee crews, who say it
Lakes about three hotrs and four
or five men jusi Lo wash the
monsler, like it,

“0h, you'll see some of the
guys Kidding about it — leaving
notes and like that — hut even
though they are big and ugly
and everything, they’re goot
nirplanes,” said one crew chief
as he scrubbed the nose of &
BUFF. “1 like them, and I like
to work on them.”

Aerialist Made Stand for Fighting Men

By SPEC. 5 DON SATH
§&85 Swdf Corvespondent

SAIGON —- A lightrope watker
performed an oxtra headstand
aver a LGeorgia gorge last Satuy-
duy in hooor of fighling men in
Viotnam, and the adlded stunt al-
most cost him his life,

As G oyear-old Karl Wuallenda
calmly ¢rossed 1he 897-fuol cabie
elehed some 700 feet above
shavp, japeed vocks wlung
Georgin's Tallnlah Goerge, eight

Suigon-based licutenants waited
and wendered if he would keep
his promise 1o thoem 1o do a
headstond for the men in Viet-
B3N,

News reports said that aboud
midway Lhroagh his walk, Wall
criia slopped for the second of
Lo headslanls, As he veluenesl
to his feel, he hyielty lost hals
anes, durehing to bis side, then
righted  himsell and  conlinued
BIGUIEER

The licutenants had  wrillen
the mayor of TallWlah [Falls,
Ga., requesting thal  Wallenda
be conlacted and asked if he
would do an  additional  head-
sland, “'one for himself, und one
fov the (fighting men in Viet-
wiie.?

Wallenda agrecd 1o do the ex-
tea headstand, which tamed ont
to e his ooly shuky moment
during the crossing,

“Tt wouid have heen o teerible

thing if he had fallen,” said Lt,
Thomas E. Allen, one of the
eight kieutenants who requested
the additienal headstand.
“There are brave men in Viet-
nam,” he added, “Lut thore arve
also very brave men like Wail-
enda who make na public staod
Tor their beliel in us.”
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