
ih a single 
er said. 'I 't J.-. I. f, 

,', Another pilot re~ar)<:ed, "At 
first I used to get a:' little shook 
up when the Viet Cong wpuld fire 
at me, but aft,er a while you get 
used to it and it doesn't really 
bother you," ·' 

Flying the OH-13, which has no 
armor protectio?, is like sitting in 
a fishbowl just waiting ' to get 
cracked: ' Visibility is ' unlimited 
but the pilot and qbserver feel 

, kind of naked, sitting- out there in 
the bubble, 

So far the helicopters have held 
up under fire better than the pi­
lots thought they would . 

• ' ~ "They're' a little slow:lThey'll 
only do about " 70 knots, -' but 
they're a small target:' one pilot 
ventured. "When we first started 
working :with them we thought 
we'd b~e~ assigned to the' su"'icide 
squ~dron. ' B~t ' ourl1

" experience 
' with them has been fine." 
, ' Usually. the'Sibmdly. in .'teams 
of two, o~~ eq~ipped with"7.62 
r"(' "_ ,_ 

mm \ machineguns on each side , , , 
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t 
and the other carrying eigh t 2,75 
inch aerial rockets. l' t _ 
, On scout missions, forward of 

• the infantry troops the Sioux try 
to get a f)x on1j the enemY.r rheir 

job is a lot easier when;the Viet, 
Cong fire on ,them because then 

1 ~ t', 

! ,~ ~ I ' 
. .' 'L IKE~'ITS World War II,nu-

merical counterpart the C-47, 
. the CH-47 is proving itself to be 
the workhorse ' of the 1st Air Cav­
al,ry 'J~>ivision . .. " 

Since their arrival in Vietnam, 
Chinooks t have flown night and 
day carrying loads that vary from 
105 mm lio\vi~zers :to ' pigs, chick: 
ens, ~~ce, .dowped helicopters, and 
medical ey .. aruees. r' " 

, ;>.ccording to the battalion op­
erations officer, unit Chinooks fly 
an average of 850 missions per 

" 
, , 

I \ 
they can pinpoint the enem~ i'l- a 
matter of :- seconds and ; cal) in 

- .1" • ' "'t 
armed Hueys or arlillery,supP?rt. , 

A platoon leader stated, "Every 
, d'ay we are , proving the ' adva:U, . 
~ tages of an airmobile unit in this 

kind 'fof war." 
, , 

.' 
; r' --... " 
t: • ", IJ" ,if' 

week carryjng 5ilO tons of equip- , 
ment and),500-passengers. ,_ 

'With the many hours the Chi­
nooks spepd in ~the ': air" .lmainte· 

, nance. can becoin,' a real problem. 
BattaI~on aircraft repairmen work 
with a real sense. of urgency. 

Sixty percent tof the mainte­
nance per~ormed" on 'the aircraft 
is done by the helicopter's own 
crewchief , and flight engineer. 
Most of 'tlie men work 14 to' 16 
hours a day to keep their ships in 
top running order. 
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