
-~-. -------

Vol. 2, No. 56 1 st Cavalry Division (Airmobile. 

The 1967 Christmas Season will find thousands of 
Sky troopers stationed at far outposts of democracy in 
Vietnam's Central Highlands. All will be united in a 
single effort to restore peace and stability in a country 
where tyranny threatens. 

0ur efforts and personal 8scrifices bring us dose:, 
to that day when we can live in harmony with our neigh­
bors, when man can work in peaceful assurance that his 
home will not be subjected to unlawful raid, and when 
his hopes for the future are vested in a prevailing Peace 
on Earth. 

The daily contributions by men of the First Team 
have created hope and heartfelt gratitude in the South 
Vietnamese people whom we have been assisting. It is 
just for it is the spirit of Christmas demonstrated through­
out all the days of the year. 

This is the third Christmas for the 1st Air Cavalry 
Division in Vietnam. It will be celebrated in places named 
Bong Son, Landing Zone Baldy, An Khe, Phan Thiet, 
Landing Zone Geronimo and others just as those who pass­
ed before us celebrated their Christmases in the Admiralty 
Islands, the Philippines, and Korea. 

Let us not forget that like those men, during this 
Holiday Season we find ourselves in the unique situation 
of not only celebrating Christmas but also helping to 
defend it and the ideas for which it stands. 

-THE CAVALAIR STAFF 
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... For God 
And Country 

No one in this world, including your First Sergeant, can make you do anything you don't want to do. You can choose to do what you want" 'be whatever kind of a man you want. 
Certain foreseeable results accompany each choice. Choose one' thing, this will happen; choose the other, that will happen. For example, you have a choice as to whether or not you will go on guard or K.P. H you decide to report for guard duty or to the mess hall, you have a relatively untroubled life; decide not to go, and you face an Article 15 or a court martial-two choices, each having its own foreseen result. 
Because we live with guard and K.P. rosters, the results of our choices are very clear to us. We well know what will happen if we choose wrongly. 
In our relationship with God, we have the same freedom of choice. God neither forces us to do that which we would rather not, nor does he force us to be a person we don't want to be. Here too, our choices have fOl"e­seeable results. To reject God means loneliness and mean­ingless wandering; to choose Him means, not an easy life, but one in which there is purpose and direction as well as his strength to lift us up. when we stumble and fall. 
What do you want in this life? What type person would you be? God has given you the freedom to choose .. Only you can answer these questions. How do you choose? What is your choice? 

Editorial 

JAMES C. GRANT, JR. 
Chaplain (MAJ) USA 
11th Aviation GP 

'"egal Explosives 
Reports of servicemen carrying explosive devices in personal baggage have triggered grave concern about the possibility of disastrous situations aboard aircraft. 
Commanders of U.S. Armed Forces elements in Viet­nam have been directed to take additional steps to pre­vent U.S. serYicemen from transporting;n""-their personal baggage dangerous materials as explosive devices while traveling aboard aircraft. 
The actions planned will include briefings, physical inspection of luggage and instructions to be included oil individual travel orders. 
Spokesmen at MACV say the practice of carrying explosive materials in personal luggage poses grave danger to passengers and air crews of both military and civilian aircraft. 
Steps to be taken include: 
1) Briefing of all Armed Forces memhers regarding prohibited explosive devices aboard aircraft, the extreme danger involved and the penalties associated with viola­tions. 
2) Physical inspection, to the maximum extent pos­sible, of all personal baggage for explosive devices at processing centers and assembly points. Initial inspections most likely will be made at unit level. 
3) All travel orders will contain special instructions prohibiting the carrying of any type of explosive device in personal baggage aboard military or civilian aircraft. 
The actions described pertain to all who are traveling on permanent change of station, temporary duty, leave, R&R and permissive TDY orders aboard Military Air­lift Command, MAC charter flights and all other milita1}l aircraft operating from or within the Republic of Viet­nam. (MACV) 

The CAVALAIR Is published weeki.,. under the SUperVision of the Intonnotlon Office, lst Cavolry Division (Ai rmobile) and Is on autho.-ized. Ann.,. publication. The command newspaper is printed by Pacific Sturs & Stripes, Tokyo, Japan. Opinions expressed In the CAVALAIR are those of its editariol staff and n01 necessarily those of the Department of the Army. 
Commanding General . ... . .... . .... . .. l\oIG John J . Tolson Chief of Information . . .. . Major William S. Willers Officer·tn·Charge . . ........ lLT Franls X. Mahar Editor .................. SGT Dan Stoneking 
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American Red Cross Photos 

Westy Gets 1st Ditty Bag 
General W.C. Westmoreland accepts a Red Cross "Ditty 8ag" on behalf of all American servicemen in South Vietnam. Presenting the first of some 550,000 bags that will be distri­buted is Miss Gayle Newman and Mr. John W. Gordon, both Red Cross officials in the South­east Asia area. The bags will contain recording tapes, stationery, ball point pens, books and other useful items. 

In South Vietnam 

World1s Biggest Xmas Party 
SAIGON - Preparations for 

the world's biggest Christmas 
party of 1967 are complete. 

Host of the party will be the 
American Red Cross. Guests 
will be GIs around the world, 
with the heaviest concentration 
in South Vietnam. 

Top Effort 
The Number One Red Cross 

Christmas effort is the 550,000 
ditty bags which volunteers in 
Red Cross chapters began fill­
ing last summer and which now 
have arrived in Vietnam for 
distribution during the holiday 
weekend. 

The objective 
Cross project is 

of this Red 
to provide a 

gift-bag for every U.S. service­
man in South Vietnam whom 
they are able to contact. The 
bags are made of red and green 
nylon and the men will be able 
to use them as carry-aIls for 
their personal belongings, as 
their grandfathers and fathers 
did in World Wars I and n and 
Korea. 

Useful Items 
The bags contain such items 

as ballpoint pens, stationery, 
games, books, tapes for record­
ing messages home, and other 
useful articles. 

Patients in U.S. military hos­
pitals around the world as well 
as in South Vietnam will receive 
gifts in ditty bags or Christmas 

Santa At The Throttle 
A sleigh and reindeer aren't really suited to Vietnam so Santa Claus has taken charge of this Huey UH-l D to deliver some of the 550,000 Red Cross Christmas Ditly Bags sent to 

American servicemen in-counhy. 

stockings which will be hung on 
every patient's bed on Christ­
mas Eve. Christmas ditty bags 
will also go to patients aboard 
the U.S. Navy hospital ships 
REPOSE and SANCTUARY off 
South Vietnam. 

Stress Xmas 
Hospitals and recreation cen­

ter-clubmobile units in South 
Vietnam are sponsored on a 
year·around basis by Red Cross 
chapters which monthly send 
them magazines, paperback 
books, musical instruments and 
other r ecreational articles. The 
shipments arriving this month 
will stress the Christmas note, 
with holiday decorations in­
cluded. 

ChieuHoi 
Total Hits 
24,646 

SAIGON - The number of 
civilian and military members 
of the Viet Cong ranks who have 
rallied to the Government of 
Vietnam in the Chieu Hoi (Open 
Arms) program this year con­
tinues to rise, as this year's 
total hit more than 4,200 above 
that for the entire year of 1966. 

Recent reports show that 2,171 
left the Viet Cong ranks between 
the dates of September 9·0cto· 
ber 20, raising the 1967 figure 
to 24,646. The 1966 total for Hoi 
Chanhs (returnees) was about 
20,400. 

Chieu Hoi is a program that 
encourages military and civilian 
Viet Cong, their political cadre 
and soldiers of the North Viet­
namese Army to rally to the 
legitimate government of the 
Vietnamese. It offers the hand 
of friendship and the hope of a 
new life for those who do. 

Included in the latest com­
pilation of Hoi Chanh figures 
were 1,562 military. 494 civilians 
and 115 in other categories. 

Since the program was started 
by the South Vietnamese govern­
ment on April 17, 1963, a total 
of 72,733 of the enemy have 
become Hoi Chanhs. 

Highest monthly and weekiy 
totals for the 4%·year program 
were: 5,557 for March, 1967; 
and 1,198 for the week ending 
March 11, 1967. The average 
weekly rate of Hoi Chanhs dur­
ing the current year Is 587. 
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For Refugee Village 

13th Signal Plans 
Christmas Dinner 
By SP4 ROBERT KIRK 

Covalair Staff Writer 

AN KHE-More than 300 Viet 
namese refugees enjoyed a 
he art y day-alter-Thanksgiving 
tarkey dinner at a growing 
settlement east of the 1st Air 
Cavalry Division's An Khe base 
camp. 

The food was prepared and 
served by men of the Cay's 13th 
Signal Battalion, who have been 
helping the refugees from the 
war-torn Bong Son Plain for 
over three months. A similar 
dinner is planned for Christmas. 

Formed into three separate 
columns of men, women, and 
children by the village chief. 
with the older women going 

EI Toro! 
Er ... Ah ... 
Bu"a/o? 

By SP4 DOYNE COLE 
Covallor Stoff Writer 

CHU LAI-" A bullfight in the 
middle of Vietnam was the farth­
est thing from my mind," said 
Private First Class Charles W. 
Smith, a 21-year-old Cavalry­
man. 

Smith, with Charlie Company. 
2nd Battalion, 12th Cavlary, 1st 
Air C a val r y Division, was 
knocked down by an angry wa· 
ter buffalo while his company 
was searching a village in the 
Que Son district. 

OSpeciaUst 4 Dennis 
D. Green, were taking a break 
while last searchers were sweep· 
ing through the village. An en· 
raged water buffalo broke loose 
from his pen and headed straight 
for them. 

"J heard Green yell to run 
and we both took off," Smith 
said. "I ran a short ways and 
stopped to see what was hap. 
pening when the buffalo knocked 
me over. The next thing I knew 
he had me pinned to the ground 
with his horns hooked in my 
flak jacket. Then Green shot 
the buffalo and got him off of 
mc." 

"I saw the buffalo had his 
horns in him," said Green, "and 
even though it was a risky shot, 
1 cut loose on it It took nine or 
ten shots before the fight went 
out of the buffalo and it died." 

The flak jacket took up most 
of the shock of the attack, and 
Smith escaped with minor cuts 
and bruises, and a healthy re· 
spect for mean water buffaJos. 

"Whenever I pass a water buf· 
falo now," Smith said, "I'm go­
ing to give him plenty of room." 

228th Wins 
Boeing Award 

AN KHE-The 228th Assault 
He1icopter Battalion has br.!n 
presented an award from the 
Boeing Aviation Company for 
accumulating 50,000 flight hours 
in a Chinook CH-47A. 

The award was presented the 
battalion in ceremonies here re· 
cently. 

It is believed to be the first 
award of its kind ever presented 
to an Army aviation group. 

The 228th accumulated the 
time while flying with the 11th 
Aviation Group at Ft. Benning, 
Ga., and under the rigorous test· 
ing of combative conditions in 
Vietnam's Central Highlands. 

first , the Vi e tn a m e s e filed 
through the chow line and 
passed to dining tables set 
under a large tent. On the tent's 
center poles were festive card­
board turkey gobbler posters, 
which puzzled the diners, no 
doubt, but it's the thought that 
counts. 

Before the Cavalrymen came 
with their bulldozers. the settle­
ment area, set aside for the 
refugees by the government of 
Vie t n a m, was uncultivated 
brushland. Now, 56 buildings 
dot the land, and 72 families live 
in the developed area. 

US ARMY PHOTO BY SP5 CHESTER SMITH 

"They build their own homes," 
said Chief Warrant Officer Sid­
ney D. Bruton, Denison, Texas, 
13th Signal Battalion's civil af­
fairs officer. "We try to furnish 
salvaged corrugated tin roofing 
and a few other raw materials. 
We expect to erect 18 more 
homes and a two-room school 
house shortly. It 

Easy On The Gravy, Please 
The 1st Cay soldiers hope to 

issue donated clothing to the 
needy refugee families at the 
Christmas dinner. 

Refugee children from the war-scarred Bong Son Plain pass through a chow line for a 

traditional Thanksgiving dinner. The food was prepared and served by members of the Cav's 

13th Signal BaHalion who are also sponsoring a resettlement village near An Khe. The men 

plan a similair dinner for Christmas. 

For 1st of the 12th 

Sky trooper Country 
The All-American City of Columbia, S.C, puts up one of 

many signs showing they have adopted the 1st Air Cavalry 

Division and demonstrating their support for our efforts. At 

left is Dr. J. David Palmer, the founder and coordinator of 

RSVP (0 Columbia group that has worked with the COy on 

many civic action proiects), Columbia Mayor Lester Bates 

(centerl and Carey C. Burnett, city manager (rightl. 

A Christmas Wish 
From Mother Dorey 

(Editor's Note: Mother Dorcy is the original designer of 

the 1st Air Cavalry Division patch and honorary mother 

of all Skytroopers. The following article is in the form of 

an open letter to the men of the First Team in which 

Mother Dorey expresses her wishes for all Skytroopers 
during tliis Christmas season.) 

Washington, D.C. 
Christmas, 1967 

To My Beloved First Cavalry Division-
Your identifying sleeve insignia or patch was my 

brainchild in 1920. You - each one - have made it 
famous. 

I watch every paper and broadcast I can find to have 

news of you. For 47 years you have been my consuming 

interest and I glory in your individual greatness, and each 

conquest. I glory in your courage and personal sacrifice: 

That great esprit has been lavishly expressed. 
This Holiday Season-1967-I reach out to each 

member of this great· and far known Division, as I know 

your own mother would, with warm deep wishes that 

your Christmas is filled with overflowing love and your 

very own Star of Bethlehem leads to a great and shining 
New Year, 

God keep you always. 
Your proud, honorary, 
Mother Dorcy 
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Loo/cing For Action 
us ARMV PHOTOS BY 5P5 DON GRAHAM 

Captain Dennis Lenhart (above' peers over the top of 

a .andbank near Chu Lal, keeping an eye out for enemy troop 

movement. Lenhart II the company commander of Charlie 

Company, ht Battalion, 7th Cavalry, with the ht Air Cavalry 

DIvision'. Third Brigade conducting Operation Wallowa. 

a.low Charlie Company make. a contact a. a machine gunner 

and his anlstant open up with an M-60. Below .center a 

Sky trooper of Charlie Company brave. a hail of automatic 

..... ___ ..WJ!tQJ!on. fire to fling a grenade towards the NVA positions. 

In A Fireligllt Witll Cllar(ie COmpaRY 
By SP5 DON GRAHAM 

Covolo',. Staff Writer 

LZ BALDY - The difference he crawled so low the enemy 

between a bard-fought, cODfus- soldier could not have seen him 

iog, close-intervals firefight and from his hole on the elevated 

a disaster, is courage and con- dike. 
tro!. Throws Grenad'c 

Charlie Company, 1st Bat· 
talion, 7th Cavalry. 1st Air 
Cavalry Division, had plenty of 
both one day during the second 
month of the Cay's Operation 
Wallowa, and, as a result. the 
c.ompany was able to beat back 
a large North Vietnamese Army 
force. 

Secure Choppers 
For two days, the company 

had been securing two downed 
helicopters and now they were 
moving, trying to find the en­
emy's heavy weapons that had 
shot the choppers down. 

That afternoon, they found 
them. Sweeping east through a 
series of bouses and rice pad­
dies, the company left one 
village. The 1st Platoon, on the 
right and Slightly in front, had 
gone up one rice paddy bank 
and turned leCt onto another. 
The point man, Specialist 4 AI· 
vin Henry, carefully crossed a 
dike and moved out into another 
paddy. One other man had 
crossed with him when an NVA 
soldier opened fire with an AK-
47. killing the second man. 
Henry hit the ground with two 
holes in the Claymore bag on 
his back. 

Contact Made 
By now other weapons were 

firing, but no one could see 
where the enemy rifleman was 
located. In fact, he was just a 
few feet away from Sp4 Henry, 
dug into the bank of the rice 
paddy. and when two soldiers 
tried to bring back the mortal· 
Iy wounded second man. they 
were shot too. One was killed 
and one wounded. 

Three men were down, one 
was trapped, and the company 
was under heavy fire. At that 
point, Specialist 4 Francisco 
Castro got up from behind the 
paddy dike and low·crawled to­
wards the wounded men. His 
platoon leader, Lieut e nant 
Michael Lane. remembers that 

Castro's first intention had 
been to bring back the wounded 
men. But while crawling to 

• them, he saw freshly dug dirt In 
the paddy and knew that there 
was an enemy position nearby. 
He made his way to it. fired a 
magazine into it, and then threw 
a grenade that landed between 
the bunker and another, neutral­
izing both. 

Oastro's incredible bravery­
he received the Silver Star for 
it ten days later-relieved the 
initial pressure on the company. 

Enemy OP 
Captain George D. Lcnhart. 

who had run to the Cront line 
with the 1st Platoon, cailed to 
the 2nd Platoon to move up on 
the left. It was then Lenhart's 
impression that he was Cacing an 
enemy observation post, or a 
position set up to delay his com­
pany, and that ail the enemy 
were to his Cront. But when the 
2nd Platoon came up, a North 
Vietnamese in a bank to the 
left fired and killed one soldier. 

The platoon sergeant. a man 
whose boldness under fire made 
everyone in the company wonder 
how he had survived eight 
months in Vietnam, grenaded 
the position and killed the snip· 
er. But as he crawled to the 
front to radio the news of his 
casualty to Lenhart, he was shot 
and killed. 

Large Force 
The company's executive offi­

cer went to take over the pla­
toon. As he reached the place 
where the dead sergeant lay, a 
shot, presumably from the same 
rifleman, killed him. 

Both the platoon sergeant and 
the 'exec had been admired. re­
spected men. Their loss hurt 
everyone in the company, and 
it might have been an occasion 
for panic. But Captain Lenhart, 
who now knew that he was fac­
ing a very large enemy force, 
crawled over the paddy dike to· 

wards the leaderless 2nd Pia· 
toon and ordered the 1st Platoon 
to lay down a heavy base of 
fire while the 2nd withdrew to 
form a tighter perimeter. 

Medevacs Arrive 
While the first Medevacs were 

coming to the LZ. a GOmm mor­
tar dropped half a dozen rounds 
into the carrying party, wound­
ing some of the men. Some of 
the soldiers were reporting see­
ing NVA dug in between the 
front lines and the LZ, within 
the company's perimeter. 

But no one broke. 
Air strikes were coming in 

now, three of them in all, drop­
ping napalm 40 meters from the 
company's positions, bombs 100 
to 150 meters out. Helicopters 
cruised overhead looking for en­
emy who might be trying to 
escape. Artillery fired constant· 
ly. 

NVA Withdraw 
At last, when darkness had 

it seemed that every­
thing over, the NVA did 
something they have done be· 
fore in. the Wallowa AO: they 
mortared the company while 
breaking contact. Two 81mm 
rounds landed smack in the mid­
dle of th~ LZ while Company C 
was unloading a resupply heli­
copter. No one was killed, but 
eight men were wounded. It fell 
to Speci~lst 4 Jerry Sheffield 
and Sergeant Robert Rathburn 
to guide in the medical evacua­
tion helicopters. There was only 
one way to do it: She££ield stood 
on the LZ, knowing that a mor· 
tar tube was sighted jn on it. 
held up two flashlights , and 
brought in the first Medevac. 
The company narrowed its 
perimeter t pjcked a new LZ, and 
this time Rathburn led in a 
medevac with the flashlights. 

Charlie Company had seven 
men killed-more than It lost in 
the three.<Jay battle for An Lao 

Village in April, previously thp. 
battalion's biggest fight in a 
year. The battlefield could not 
be scarched until the next day, 
and then the bodies of seven 
enemy were found within a few 
meters of the U.S. lines . If 
others were killed, they were 
evacuated. A prisoner taken the 
next week told interrogat9rs 
that his battalion suffered more 
than 100 casualties in the ac­
tion. 

Slayed Together 
Charlie Company had been hit 

hard, but it had stayed together. 
"I never saw a company r eact 

better under fire." said First 
Sergeant Charles Harrison. 
"They couldn't make any mls· 
takes, and they didn't. And a 
lot of it was the old man's do­
ing. He never lost control of 
himself, or of the company." 

Ten days later Captain Len· 
hart. like Sergeant Castro, re­
ceived the Silver Star. 
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April, previously the 
biggest fight in a 

battlefield could not 
's."rclhed until the next day, 

the bodies of seven 
were found within a few 

of Ibe U.S. lines. If 
were killed, they were 

Icuate,u; A prisoner taken the 
told interrogators 

battalion suffered more 
100 casualties in the ac· 

Stayed Together 
Company had been hit 
it had stayed together. 

saw a company react 
fire," said First 

Charles Harrison. 
couldn't make any mis· 
and they didn't. And a 

it was the old man's do-­
never lost control of 

or of the company.tt 
later Captain Len· 

Sergeant Castro, r e­
the Silver Star. 

Calling In Artillery, ARA, and Airsfrikes 
Plugging one ear to keep out the noise of the firefight. Charlie Company CO Captain Dennis Lenhart 

calls for supporting fire with his RTO. Above center a member of Charlie Company takes aim with his M-16 
at North Vietnamese Army positions during the firefight near the coast of the South China Sea Quang Tin 
Province. Below two members of Charlie Company take a break after the NVA broke contact and retreated. 
Moments 'like these are used to catch up on the latest and catch a wink or two of sleep. 



Near Dak To 

firepower Gives 
Cavalrymen Edge 

By SP4 RICHARD HA WKlNS 
Cavolalr Staff Writer 

US ARMY PHOTO 

The Pickup 

DAK TO - Massive firepow­
er is making the difference as 
elements of the 1st Air Cavalry 
Division's 1st Brigade struggle 
to blunt the latest North Viet­
namese Army offensive near. 
here in Operation MacArthur. 

Tactical air strikes, armed hel­
icopters and conventional artil­
lery pounded enemy positions 
almost constantly as the 1st 
Brigade's 2nd Battalion, Sth 
Cavalry advanced up a ridge 
line nine kilometers east of the 

Sky troopers' 
'Long Move' 
Sets Record 

Sky troopers make a dash for a helicopter that has come into a landing zone to take them 
out after successfully completing their mission. These troopers are members of Bravo Com­
pany, 1st Battalion, 12th Cavalry, operating near Chu Lai. 

DAK TO - The longest move 
by land ever made by an ele­
ment of the 1st Air Cavalry 
Division has been completed as 
the Cav's 1st Brigade and at­
tached elements entered their 
now base camp at Dak To after 
three days of travel. 

Now An Infantryman 

He Was Once 'The Other People' 
The 250-mile journey which in­

volved two overnight stops-An 
Khe and Kontum-began at 
Bong Son and wound down High­
wa)r I, back up Highway 19, and 
finally north along Highway 14, 
to a position not far from the 
Cambodian border. 

LZ BALDY - There are two 
classes of soldiers in Vietnam. 
The r e are infantrymen and 
there are Other People. 

Leaflets 
Give VC 
Warning 

By SP4 ANDREW RUST 
Covoloir Stoff Writer 

CHU LAI-A leaflet has been 
developed by C Battery, 2nd Bat­
talion, 20th Aerial Rocket Artil­
lery, which will probably not 
hurt the NV A and Viet Cong if it 
makes a direct hit, but will 
surely cause trepidation about 
moving at night. 

The ARA battalion is unique 
to the 1st Air Cavalry Division. 
Its arsenal is varied: 2.75-inch 
rockets, SS-l1 wire-guided mis­
siles, Slrom mortar aerial de­
livery system, riot-control agent 
and smoke delivery systems. 
Battery C is currently support­
ing the Cav's 3rd ' Brigade in 
Operation Wallowa, 30 miles 
south of Da Nang. 

"ARA is the first unit to fly 
extensively at night in this 
area," said Major Ralph Floyd, 
Battery C executive officer. '''The 
NV A are learning quickly about 
our ability to place accurate 
rocket fire on them from a heli­
copter in the dark. We thought 
we would help the educational 
process along a little bit." 

"With the psychological op­
erations people, we developed a 
leaflet. On the front, one half is 
a day scene with an ARA ship 
rocketing the NV A. The other 
half is shaded as though it is 
night, but the identical situation. 
On the back we describe our 
rockets as having the ability to 
see at night and seek out the 
NVA and VC." 

The ARA ships have dropped 
over 200,000 leaflets so far and 
plan to drop many more. Mter 
completing a firing mission, the 
helicopters gain altitude and 
send hundreds of leaflets tumbl­
ing to the ground in the area 
they just fired on. 
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Understandably, .few 0 the r 
People volunteer to become in­
'fantrymen. One of them who did 
is Specialist 4 Thomas G. Punt­
ney. 

When he first came to Viet­
nam, Puntney was assigned to 
the huge logistical complex at 
Cam Ranh Bay, where he 
helped guard an ammunition 
dump. Two months later, his 
company called for volunteers 
to go to the port city of Tuy 
Hoa, and Puntney went as a 
truck driver. 

But Tuy Roa wasn't to his lik­
ing. He lived in a nice barracks 
with a concrete floor. Every 
night, he saw a mov,ie. He 
could go to one of two PX's, 
eat at snack bars if he didn't 
like what the mess halls were 
offering, buy a Coke or a beer 
at one of the clubs. 

But Puntney wanted some­
thing else. He says he doesn't 
really know why he did it "I 
wanted to see something. 

In eariy October, he got his 

wish. He joined Company B, 1st 
Battalion, 7th Cavalry just as 
the division's Third Brigade 
moved into a new area of op­
erations some 30 miles south of 
Da Nang. It was the U,S, 
Army's nothernmost area of op­
erations in Vietnam, and it was 
dangerous~ Two days aJter he 
arrived in his company, the bat­
talion got into a firefight, killing 
107 enemy. Several other times 
during his first month in the 
field Puntney saw action. 

Puntney is where he wanted 
to be now. "I knew the reputa­
tion the Cav had," he said. 
"When you saw a picture of one 
of their guys in the States, 
you'd say, 'Damn, he's in the 
1st Cav.' Everyone knew they 
wer a behind-kicking outfit." 

Puntney won't see a PX or a 
club again until he goes back 
to the Cavalry'S base camp at 
An Khe to rotate. For the pres­
ent, being an infantryman seems 
to be enough to keep him hap­
py. 

"This was the most demand­
ing task I have faced as Head­
quarters Company command­
er," remarked Captain Edward 
A'. Parsons, who had the unen­
viable .task of convoy command­
er. Parsons described the hot 
dusty trip as simply "hellish." 

With only 30 hours notice to 
prepare, Parsons whipped his 
company into shape despite hav­
ing to conduct a .convoy of ad­
vance party personnel to Phu 
Cat Air Force Base the day be­
fore the main convoy departed. 

"One of my biggest problems 
was engine trouble and flats. 
Not all the vehicles were in top 
shape due to the short notice," 
said Parsons. But considering 
the pot-holed, bouncing, bone· 
shattering roads, Captain Par· 
sons was glad to get by with 
as little trouble as he did. Road 
security was provided by 1st 
Brigade scout ships. 
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Cav Opens Bong Son School Addition 
Mr. Huynh Huu Dung (left), headmaster of the Bong Son High School and Major General 

John J. Tolson, commanding officer of the 1 st Air Cavalry Division, untie cloth to officially 
open a new three-classroom annex to the high school which was designed and con­
structed by men of the division's 8th Engineer Battalion. The new annex will alleviate over­
crowding at the school which is located three miles from the Cay's forward command post 
at Bong Son. 

U. S. base camp. 
Race For HUl 

After three days of fighting, 
Company C, 2/Sth occupied the 
first of a series of jungle-cover­
ed hills that command a sweep­
ing view of the large allied in~ 
stallation and sit directly above 
-Highway 14-land supply route 
to the camp. 

"They really don't want to give 
this high ground," said Special~ 
ist 4 Ronald E. Doughty, a fire 
team leader in Company C. "On 
the second day, we withdrew 
long enough for artillery and 
ARA (aerial rocket artillery) to 
hit the top of the hill. The enemy 
must have pulled back on the 
other side. Then it was a race 
to see who could get back to 
the top of the hill first." 

Enemy Advances 
Late in the day, one Cavalry 

element succeeded in beating 
the enemy to the objective. 

Taking up positions in the 
NV A bunkers that dotted the 
hilltop, they could see a group 
of enemy soldiers advancing 
through the dense undergrowth 
about 30 meters away. "I don't 
know if they were trying to hit 
us again or just coming back 
for their dead and wounded," 
said Specialist 4 George A. 
Poston, a squad leader. "We 
just started picking them off." 

Rescue Comrade 
One Cavalryman was wound­

ed in the brief firefight. Special­
ist 4 Ralph E. Mango, Jr., vol­
unteered to go after him, Crawl­
ing over fallen trees while his 
companions on the hilltop pro;,.-__ _ 
vided cover fire, he reached tHe 
wounded man, but was unable-
to move him. He in turn fired 
cover while two other Sky troop-
ers came to his aid. Together 
they managed to hold the enemy 
at bay and carried their wound· 
ed comrade back to the hilltop, 

Low on ammunition, the Cav­
alrymen had to withdraw from 
their hard-won position for the 
night. The next day, as they 
advanced again, -they received 
enemy rocket fire and grenades 
from the hilltop. Calling for an 
air strike to blow away the thick 
jungle growth, they assaulted 
again, this time virtually walk· 
ing behind their fire support 
from ARA ships firing as close 
as 20 meters to their front. 

Four Bodies 
When they reached their ob~ 

jective for the second time, the 
Cavalrymen found the enemy 
had abandoned the position for . 
good, leaving behind four bodies 
and trails of blood leading into 
the jungle. 

Lions Club 
Sponsoring 
'Mail Call' 

HAMPTON, Va. (Special) 
The Mercury Lions Club of 
Hampton, Va., is sponsoring 
"Project Mail Call," making ar­
rangements to supply students 
in the city's school system with 
names and addresses of men in 
Vietnam. 

All i n t ere s ted Sky troopers 
wishing to correspond should 
send their name and mailing 
address to: 

"Project l\lail Call" 
c/o Curt Sinclair 
11 Southerland Drive 

. Hampton, Va. 23369 
The Hampton students are cur­

rently writing some sixty men 
in Vietnam but are seeking an 
additional 200 names. 
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Saves Six Lives 
. II 

217 Cav Captain Dives Oil Grenatle 

CPT OSCAR L. O'CONNOR 
And Everyone Waited 

PHAN TffiET - A tin can 
knocked off its perch atop a 
five· foot high bush has touched 
off one of the Vietnam war's 
most heroic acts. 

Captain Oscar L. O'Connor, 
commander of Delta company, 
2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry, 1st 
Air Cavalry Division, was lead~ 
ing a platoon through the ·Le 
Hong Forest, 12 miles northeast 
'of here, when one of his men 
picked up a tin can drivan into 
the ground. Out feU a grenade. 

"I hollered, 'Grenade!" re· 
calls O'Connor. "Everyone scat· 
tered before it exploded, and no 
one was hurL" 

"We had found a number of 
bunkers, caches, metal cans 
sticking in the ground, and this 

That Christmas Dinner 

Cav Cooks Work 
Everyday IMiraclel 

LZ BALDY-One of the least 
known miracles of the war in 
Vietnam is performed everyday 
by the cooks of the 1st Air 
Cavalry Division. They prepare 
two hot meals daily for the Cav's 
infantry troops in the field. 

That may sound simple, but it 
is not. 

No Roads 
The infantrymen are often 

miles from base camp, forward 
command post areas, in country 
where there are few usable 
roads. Trucking meals to them 
is out of the question. 

So the Cavalry uses some of 
its 450 helicopters _ to lift break· 
fast and supper to Sky troopers 
all over the Central Highlands of 
Vietnam. 

One of the men who makes it 
possible is Staff Sergeant Rob-

1st Brigade 
Flying Bus 
Aids Travel 

BY SP5 H.A. KLEIN 
Covolo1r Staff Writer 

LZ ENGLISH - The newest 
form of hitch·hiking in the 1st 
Air Cavalry Division's 1st Bri· 
gade at Landing Zone English is 
via the new airborne " bus." 

The bus, a CH-47 Chinook, 
began its runs throughout the 
brigade area of operations in an 
attempt to reduce the extra loads 
forced upon the Huey log ships. 

Because of the 1st Brigade's 
wide dispersement of elements, 
log ships had carried passengers 
through the AO. Logging many 
extra hours, the Hueys some­
times flew after dusk, thus putt· 
ing an extra element of danger 
to their flights. 

According to Major John 
Rodenmayer, 11th A v i a t ion 
Liaison Officer to the 1st Bri· 
gade, the Chinook, flying once a 
day to primary fire bases to 
pick up and take passengers to 
their destinations, has already 
relieved the log ships of many 
flying hours. He added that the 
flying buses can deviate from 
their schedule by taking much 
needed replacements to their 
com pan i e s, delivering mail , 
company clerks, and R & R 
returnees. 

The Chinook leaves from the 
228th Aviation Battalion pad at 
LZ English daily at 1400 hours. 

The flying bus has been so 
successful that a second flight 
may be added to the schedule. 

ert EnSign, a veteran of 13 years 
of Army service. Sergeant En· 
sign is an assistant mess ser· 
geant of the First Team's 1st 
Battalion, 7th Cavalry. His story 
is typical of all the Cav's cooks. 

Sergeant Ensign, who bas 
been an Army cook for 11 years 
(he was an airborne infantry· 
man during his first two years) 
agrees with most of his fellow 
cooks that duty in Vietnam is 
the roughest he's seen in the 
Army. 

Open 24 Hours 
His average work day is 16 

to 17 hours and his battalion's 
mess hall is qpen 24 hours a 
day to prepare food for the four 
infantry companies and. one 
headquarters company in the 
unit. When additional companies 
are attached to the battalion for 
operational purposes, the mess 
hall may have to prepare 3,500 
meals in just a single day. 

It all starts at 0200 hours when 
the first shift of cooks begin to 
prepare a breakfast to be flown 
by helicopter to the companies 
in the field. If the company has 
some time before it starts that 
day's operations, a full break­
fast of eggs, bacon, toast and 
jam and hot coffee can be flown 
to them in insulated containers. 

"No-Backhaul" 
A helicopter hauls the cans 

back after breakfast. If the com­
pany has to move out in a hur· 
ry, they can have a "no-back­
haul" breakfast of boiled eggs, 
juice, and sometimes toast, 
bacon and coffee, placed in dis· 
posable containers that do not 
need to be carried back to the 
messhall. 

The battalion's speCialty - of­
fered whenever a company has 
a secure landing zone and some 
extra time - is a breakfast 
cooked on the spot by a cook 
who is flown to the area with a 
stove. To a tired, hungry in­
fantryman, the sight of some· 
one cooking breakfast eggs to 
order is a pleasure on a scale 
with mail from home, rest and 
recuperation leave and rotating 
from Vietnam. 

Supper, Too 
During the remainder of the 

day, Sergeant Ensign and the 
battalion's two other cooks 
prepare breakfast and lunch for 
the headquarters company and 
the company defending base 
camp. At 3 p.m., supper has to 
be in insulated containers and 
ready to go to the companies in 
the field as soon as they are 
secure for the night. Later there 
is supper for the base camp 
troopers. If they are lucky, the 
cooks get off by 2130 hours. 

-GRAHAM 

was the clincher. We decided to 
call the engineers and sit tight 
until they got there." 

Fort Sierrn, a nearby ARVN 
outpost, had received fire all 
night, and in case some Viet 
Cong were still in the area, 
O'Connor began organizing a 
few small scouting and ambush 
squads. He was getting together 
the initial scouting party when 
his radio operator brushed a 
small ,bush, knocking a tin can 
,from a top branch. The can 
bounced off the ground, popping 
a hand grenade into the midst 
of six soldiers. 

"We were still a bit jittery 
from that first grenade going 
off," O'Connor said. "Now I 
saw this second one, ly;ing there 

with its pin pulled." 
O'Connor dived on top of the 

grenade while the men around 
him scrambled for cover. 0'· 
Conner remained motionless on 
the grenade. 

Everyone waited. 
When . his RTO started com­

ing 'back, O~onnor waved him 
off, hollering at him to stay out 
of there. The RTO got back 
down. 

Feeling the grenade against 
his lower chest, O'Connor la· 
horiously inched his hand under 
his side toward the grenade. He 
forced his hand between the 
ground and his shirt until he 
felt the grenade against his 
fiingers above the grenade. His 
men watched anxiously as he 

reaehed around the grenade 
with his fmgers and squeezed. 

Motioning his men to get 
down, O'Connor looked around 
to find a safe place to throw the 
grenade, drew himself up, and 
hurled the grenade hard toward 
a nearby hole. 

"About one second after I let 
go of it," he said, "the grenade 
exploded. I tried to scramble 
away as soon as I threw, but a 
fragment caught me in the left 
foot." 

"I'm still a bit nervous about 
the grenade," be smiles. "I 
must have shook for four hours 
afterwards. But we all have Our 
lives, and that's what really 
counts." 

LARSON 

US ARMY PHOTO BY SP5 DON GRAHAM 

Providing Cover 
A 1st Air Cavalry Division machine gunner provides cover for his comrades as they cross 

an open field to root out a North Vietnamese Army sniper near Chu Lai. These troops are 
members of Alpha Company, 2nd Battalion, 12th Cavalry, engaged in operations near Chu 
LaL 

Vietnam, South America Guerillas 
Activities Similar Says Maior 

LZ UPLlFf -Major Teddy J. 
Hardy will concede that there 
are similarities between gueril­
la activities in Latin America 
and in Vietnam. He is some· 
what skeptical, however; about 
too easy comparisons. 

Around the world, from Cara· 
cas to Phu My. he has spent the 
last four years in direct support 
of counter,gueriUa activities. 

The taU, lanky, Texas-bred 
major came to Vietnam over 
four months ago and took charge 
of the civil affairs program for 
the 1st Air Cavalry's 2nd In­
fantry Brigade. 

Before that, he had served 
with the 8th Special Forces 
Group based out of Panama. He 
was on frequent missions to 
Bolivia and Venezuela, where he 
served as advisor to newly·form· 
ed "Ranger" and "Hunter" 
units organized to fight against 
the riSing small Communist· 
trained guerilla bands. 

His civic action work was only 
part·time in Latin America, he 
says, and along the lines of 
developing "rapport" with the 
indigenous population. 

After arriving in Bolivia, the 
major and his team of Special 
Forces advisors he I p e d the 

troops there construct a neat 
new outdoor latrine. The Bolivi· 
aDS were so proud of the out· 
house that it was always in· 
eluded in a VIP tour of the base 
camp. 

He has brought much the same 
touch to Vietnam. "Civil action 

He's Really 
'Hard Core' 

AN KHE-A 1st Air Cavalry· 
man bas proved how bardcore 
be really Is. 

During a recent flrefight, PFC 
Roger Poupore, Kinston, l\ficb.~ 
a member of Company A, 1st 
BattaJ,ion, 8th Cavalry, was 
pinned down in a f!reek bed, by 
heavy enemy automatic weapons 
fire and band grenades. 

Suddenly Roger beard a gre­
nade go off near by, and 
moments later felt something hit 
bim in the chest. "It just 
bounced off my f!hest," said 
Roger. "I looked down and saw 
a pief!e of shrapnel about the 
size of a silver dollar cut in 
half. I don't know why it 
bounced off me like lhat, but 
I'm not complaining". 

is really made down at the grass 
roots level," he says. He and 
his assistants research for him 
information concerning the tradi­
tions and culture of the military 
groups and civilian residents in 
the area he works. He is as 
scrupulous as a diplomat in 
learning what actions would be 
considered offensive by the Viet­
namese. 

He speaks fluent Spanish and 
says that this was a great ad· 
vantage to him in Latin Amer· 
ica. He does not speak Viet­
namese and considers this a 
major problem. 

The Vietnamese National Po· 
lice attached to the 2nd Brigade 
have agreed to teach him and 
his staff Vietnamese. They, in 
turn, have promised to teach the 
National Police English. 

Now it would appear that 
there will be aIm 0 s t insur· 
mountable difficulties in this 
kind of language instruction. 
Perhaps. Major Hardy never 
shouts, "Drive on!" but this 
spirit is impliCit in his talk. No 
doubt he will soon learn Viet· 
namese and the National Police, 
English. 
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Cllvlliry SlIIIIslles NVA Forte 
Antenna Reveals 
Enemy Positions 

Wins Safety Award 
Major Paul B. Robinson lIeft), commanding officer of the 228th Assault Helicopter Bat­

talion's Alpha Company, receives an award for two years of accident-free flying "by his 
·company. Lieutenant Colonel Robert C. Kerner, 228th commanding officer presents the award. 

Over Two-Year Span 

AN KHE (Special) - Ele­
ments of the 1st Air Cavalry 
Division smashed Communist 
hopes of a major victory in 
Vietnam's Central Highlands 
last week as Skytroopers out­
ballied a large North Vietoam­
eoo Army force near Dai Dong 
(I), (2) and (3) about eight 
miles north of Bong Son. 

After lour days of heavy 
fighting Skytroopers had killed 
307 enemy while elements of the 
40th ARVN Regiment, aoting as 
a blocking force in the action, 
reporting killing 167 enemy. 

APCs Used 
The engagement -involved two 

companies ~ from the 1st of the 
_ :;Oth Mechanized Infantry, the 

unit which has been working 
-with the Cavalry since late 
September to clear Binh Dinh 
Province 'Of Viet Cong and NV A 
influence; · three companies of 
the Cav's 1st Battalion 12th 
Cavalry; and elements of the 
division's unique 1st Squadron, 
9th Cavalry. 

It was the first major hattIe 
in Vietnam -involving the exten­
sive use of amored personnel 
carriers . ~APCs). tactifully em­
ployed by troopers of the 1st 
of the 50th. 

AI h 5 t Fl · M k Artillery Support 

P a e S ylng ar The Cavalry's supporting 

~Ni~~? 2~n~~e~~ ~!~r3~:'~ 
By SP4 nUKE !.ARSON all kinds of weather and over Warrant Officer I\obert East- the first four days of the action. 

Covaloir staff 'Writer all types of terrain. Pilots flew land, Alpl::ta Company safety of~ The contact started when the 
AN KHE _ In Sou t h Viet. both days and nights, during the fieer, doesn't see that happen- antenna of a North Vietnamese 

ilam, where heavy rains , and dusty dry season and during iog soon: Army radio - peeking out cif 
dust beat incessantly against monsoons, even those approach- "It's sort of unfair to the oth- a well)camoflagued bunker -
he 1 i cop t e r 5, where Vie t ing typhoon proportions. er 'companies for us to receive was spotted by a Cavalry heli· 
Cong shoot at them, and where "The pilots are familiar with this award. The other com- copter recan pilot. 
the least neglect by ground the biggest part of Vietnam," panies. will just have to do with· The sighting sent in a platoon 
crews'·could be fatal, occasional added Deppey, "after operating out,. SInce the only acceptable of the 1st of the 9th - the 
accidents are bound to happen. in the Phan Thiet sand the aCCIdent rate for Alpha Com- "Blue Team" - which imme-

Yet, in two~ years of combat mountain peaks and rain f~rests pany is zero." diately tangled with what was 
flying, Alpha Company of the of Pleiku and Kontum, the jun- '-~-~:..:..:.---------=:.:..:..:.=---=:::::-=~=:..:..:.=:.:..-= 
228th Aviation Battalion, 1st Air gles and elephant grass of An 
Cavalry Division, has not had an Khe. the sometimes wet and 
accident, even a minor one. sometimes d u sty Bong Son 

During the two years, the Plain, and the coastal plains and 
com pan y has flown 16,857 low mountains from Chu Lai to 
hours. Da Nang." 

Alpha Company flies Chi- Ground crews must be com-
nooks. The huge duo-prop heli- mended too, Deppey said. "The 
copters are attractive targets Chinook is a tremendously com­
for enemy sharpshooters. Yet, plex aircraft, maintenance--wise. 
Captain. Robert Deppey, 228th This, with the almost always ad­
safety oUicer, believes, "it is verse conditions we are forced 
doubtful that any comparable to operate in, are a true tribute 
aviation unit in Vietnam and to the- unit mechanics and di­
possibly in the U.S. Army can rect support element." 
lay claim tQ such an outstand- The award,_ a plaque presented 
ing safety record." to Company A commander, Ma-

Participating in all 1st Cav op- jar Paul B. Robinson, will leave 
erations since November, 1965, Alpha Company only if one of 
the record was established in its Chinooks has an accident. 

Teamwork Key Word 
for Two 227th flyers 

By SP4 JEFF MCCRACKEN 
CavQllor Stoff Writer 

BONG SON-People working 
together as a team have ·been 
the key to the 1st Cavalry Divi­
sion's success in Vietnam. 

Typical of that team work ~ -
two aviators of the 227th Assault 
Helicopter Battalion, who have 
the responsible positions of 
flight leaders. The flight leader 
leads the First Team's famed 
air assaults on enemy positions. 

First Lieutenant Larry E. 
Read and Herbert L. "Jim" 
Lawton have alternated on a 
day-by-day basis as flight lead· 
ers for C Company of the 227th. 

8 CAVALAIR 

"We always try to reeon the 
area we're going into before­
hand," Lieutenant Read said. 
"We look at the size of the land· 
ing zone, see how many ships 
we can get into it, and look for 
possible enemy positions." From 
this information the two leaders 
determine what type of forma­
tion they can use most effective· 
ly. The lieutenant went on to 
say> "We also coordinate with 
the infantry commander of the 
unit we're inserting, concerning 
artillery, touchdown time and 
position of the troops as they 
land." 

Lieutenant Read has served as 
a flight leader for more than 
six months with Company C and 
is also 2nd platoon leader for 
the company of lift ships. 
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Piggyback Style 
One of the Cay's 478th Flying Crane's carries a Huey 

and OH-13 into An Kh" for some repair work. Chief Warrant 
OHicer Tom Carlisle flew the unusual mission for the famous 
Crane Company. 

believed to be elements of -the 
22nd Regiment of the 3rd NV A 
Division. 

Dense Palms 
"More than a battalion of 

Cavalrymen were thrown into 
the melee. fought in dense 
stands of palm groves between 
Highway One and the South 
China Sea. 

Major General John J. Tol­
son, the -commanding officer of 
tbe division, visited the battle­
field only hours after the fight· 
ing died down and consulted 
with tbe officers and chalted 
with men, many of -whom wore 
tattered jungle fatigues, torn 
!Juring the fierce .fighting. 

'Prevented Victory' 
"I feel we prevented an old 

adversary ·from making a vic­
tory in an attack on U.S. and 
South Vietnamese units in the 
area," General Tolson said, 
"The last major fight on the 
northern Bong Son Plain was 
with this same NY A unit last 
JUly. I think ·they decided to 
stay and fight this tim~ because 

. they were under orders .to get 
a good victory and get it now." 

A total of 16 Sky troopers were 
killed during the .engagement 
while ARV.N forces reported 
their losses as "~ight." 

Tough Fighting 
The fighting was made 

'-; tougher due to the dense palm 
. groves and -the deep mud 

-caused ...:by~ :the- monsoon rains. 
The abandoned '\illage com­

plex where the fighting took 
place was about 500 by 2,000 
meters in size, -criss-crossed 
with hedgegrows and thickets. 
contained a'bout 40 bunkers 
(eaeh about four feet deep) and 
was laced with two-foot deep 
trenches. 

Only five 'hooches' were in 
the area when the Cavalrymen 
moved up .for the fight. There 
were no civilians in the area 
and the five structures as well 
·as scores of three were leveled 
in the battle. 

Xmas Cards . 
Designed for 
'Fi rst T eam l 

By SP4 MARVIN NEELY 
Covalair Stott. Writer 

AN KHE - 1st Air Cavalry 
Division Sk}1roopers will be 
sending home some 300,000 per­
sonalized Christmas cards this 
year. 

The card was designed by 
Specialist 5 James McGath, 
Combat artist for the Division 
Information Office. and was 
selected by the chaplains of the 
division. 

The face of the card shows 
the traditionalIst Cav patch 
with the inscription 1st 
Air Cavalry Division Christmas 
1967. The message written in 
script above a pen sketch of the 
three Wise Men reads: "May 
the Peace and Happiness of 
Christmas be yours today and 
throughout the New Year from 
the FIRST TEAM in Vietoam." 

The cards are being distribut­
ed to Skytroopers at allotments 
of 15 per soldier. The chaplains 
are distributing them to all in­
country hospitals so that every 
man will have the opportunity 
to send a Christmas card to 
friends and loved ones. 


