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UNIT OPERATIONS 

For Troop B the events of 1968 were indeed a fine prelude to those occurring 
in 1969. During the latter year Troop B, 7th Armored Squadron, 1st Air 
Cavalry conducted and wus involved in many operations rangine throughout the 
Mekong Delta whioh proved to hnYe a considerably detrimental effect on enemy 
personnel, weapons, and logisticcl strength. 

In this respect the month of Janunry started with a bang. Operating out of 
en Mau in the U Minh Forest on New year's Day, the troop destroyed several well-fc 
fortified bunkers, inserted troops, captured six prisoners of war, killed three 
Viet Cong, and captured 15 weapons. This action proved to be typical of things 
to come, for on the 6th, the troop killed 13 Viet Cone neLlr R'lch Gill. and on tho 
13th picked up 16 POW's, 3 RPG launchers, ammunition, and 2 AK 47 Llssault riflos. 
Howover, on 20 Je.nuary, Troop B bad to pay the price of success for on th'lt date 
one LOH was shot up, one Cobra gunship developed engine trouble, two slicks were 
shot down, one other slick received numerous hits LInd the pilot was wounded. 
This loss did not affect the doterminl\ tion of the troop to accomplish its 
mission and on 25 Jan11'lry Troop B inserted severol sorties of Ground troops 
who dug up two fresh graves and subsequently discovered a·'!L<trgo 1Lmmunition 
cache containing 54 cuses of 8-40 rockets and 21 cases of 82JiTIn nortar rounds. 
This wus a fitting end to a month which saw the Dutchmasters croditod with 120 
Viet Cong killed by air. One hundred thirty-five struotures and 119 SaJ:lpans 
were also·:dest.royed. 

The nonth of FEbruary found the troop in support of the 44th SpecuaJt Tactical 
ZOllO, for the first two weeks and the 21st ARVN Division for the last two weeks. 
On the 4th the troop killed 10 Viet Cone and destroyed 18 hooches Ilnd sllmpans. 
The 7th was a little better with 14 va killed by air and 9 enomy soldiers taken 
prisoner. The Dutchr,1£\sters hit the jackpot on the 11th. While operating fren 
Cao Lanh, the scouts and gunships surprised several large groups of NVA soldiors 
travelling via sampans. Employing numerous air attacks, the cobras accounted / ~ 
for 37 KBAs and also destroyed 5 snmpans in the process. Shifting to Flach Soi 'c," 
on the 23d and to Ca ~~u on the 26th, the troop destroyed 24 mortar tubes 
and killed 16 VG respectively. All totaled, the Dutchmasters received credit 
for 126 structures and 81 sampans destroyed in addition to 140 enemy soldiers 
killed bY air which turned out to be their highest kill total for 1969. 

March found the troop under the able co=nd of Me. j or Willial!l Gillette, populc.rjy 
known as "The Blade". Operating in support of the 9th ARVN Division for much 
of the month, a good portion of' the troopl s enerGY was devot0d to disrupting 
the enemy's transportation systems. On the first day of the month Dutchmaster 
clem0nts d0stro~d 35 sampans, and one large sampan factory located inside a 
car.JouflElged hooch. On the 6th and lOth, the troop killed 12 VC and destroyed 
numerous sanlX,ns in the process. The 13th was a bad day for the :broop. Mr 
Chase, a scout pilot, experienced engine feilure in bis LOH and while exiting 
his aircraft after mkine 0. successful autor-mation, he was decapitated by e. 
min rotor blo.de. 



,. 

This was our first fnt{11i ty incurred during 1969. Tho 27th \Ins somovh{1t bottor 

;Ii th 33 stinpo.ns and 5 hootches beint: destroyerl. }lurch' /3 tot!'.l \If\S 34 Viot Cong 

ldllod 104 structures Mr>,189 scnpnIls destroyed. 

During tho nonth of April, the tronp 8:1.;1 hen.vy conkct on ~overnl oc,,':\sions nnd 

on the 5th onjoyod ono of ito noat GUecousful rkys'of the y>:;{1r. 11-·, ·cf-i·.'n 

hOG~,n ;men .'l cavnlry u.ni t of the 7tJ1 ARVl! D:tviaion, ;lh1c11 Dr,o,vo Troo:, \lO.S support­

in.'r, reported " cor1l~'D:lr of Viet GonG nl'.rchinr~ to;/Qrr1 tho Vietnnn-Cr:J:bo(lia border. 

Upon boinf, ,liscevore~., onar.W forccs on both sirlos of tho bor(ler opened fire. 

Al thou!'h tho Dutch.'1l1ster Cobras sustained nul tiplo hi ts, thoy suCCOC'd8d in 1211inl)' 

40 Viet Cong MO, North Vietn{1TIcso soldiors. The d8nr'.ly .'lccurr.to firo provido,", by 

the (':lUlships 8l1D.blod tho ground olenonts to S;TOep t01"""rr\ tho border noo,r Co,i Coi 

vhcre thoy (l5 s coverer', enc ot he b,rgost \-Ieo.p0118 oachos 8'Tor found in tho }lol:ong 

Del to.. 'Consistinr~ of 750~ rifles nn,1 o0.rbin08, ovor 100 Chines() Connunist 9ru'1 

pistols, ;Z00's1:s cnrbtnos, nUT.wrous Al(~,7 0.58:\ul t riflas, '-n"1 • .30 eIld .50 cllliber 

nf\chino r,uns, tho cncho ,·m.s ostillfltec\ to Hoi':l, 150 tons, on OU (']1 to supply fl VC 

or NVA rlivisirm for threo nonths. !.l thow:h D Troop apcnt the rCrl['.inr1or of tho 

d."y reno'rine cquipnont, tho co,cho 'IllS S<'J In,rge thc>,t ovor 50 tons he,1. to bo do­

stroyed in pl:',co. Tho 10th o.nrl 12th provo(} to be alno,;t etS lucro,"i;ivc ui tl1 57 

onony solr1iors slain onr, sovorrll nortnrs oIld rnchino ITlms [llus OJ"1"1l1n:i.tion of'rturort 
, , 

On the 13th,",lso nonr Cai Co.i,' tho troop Cetpturor} 1,'\,/0 ;'oru hoi"vy T',-",chine [{UnB, 

one lif(ht no,chine gun, , rifles, 3 U.S. B:l...'t! s, 27 B-I,O rocl:ots, 15 n.crkr rounds, 

1 571·1H-recoilloss rifle, 75 1dl03 of totrilchleric ~,cid, c.nd 65 booby trnps, rmothoJ 

subst(1ntic.l h<"ul. The 29th fou.nd tho troop inflictinG rl'1T.1!',[!c upon tho onor'y! s 

nGc'icf'l supply systeT.l, for grouIl,l troops inserted by Dutchno.stcr sliel:s captured 

5 snnprms full of ne,1icino in adc1i tion to 4 nr'!'1Ul1i tion boxes stuffc'l ;,0. th ip.por­

t:1nt docnT1onts. This Has n fino fino.lo to {1 vory pror1uctivc -'(mth r,n'1 corto,inly 

nOT'."nstro.tcr1 the benefits to 1)0 reaped thrOUGh prol)or 11 tili zo, tion of eIl nil' 

C1',vrtlry typ e u.ni t. 
-

1"'''.yoIld Ju.ne once 0,!5G.in fcu.nd B Troop in support of the 44th STZ. Throughout this 

tine fr::>Do [.'ost of tho troop! s rjuties consisted of visu"-l recenrwissn.nce .o.l"~ 

rcsup;lly Pi8sj,'1nS Hi th ". fou neriol convoy ~scort rlissions concluctDd on boh!',lf of 

.-" P<'Jw".or VG.lley, 0. U. S.~~~_~:r~uni t stco'l;ionec' c"t Chi, L-mg: ;,J. thnuf;~ the n,ction 

sl01·10r1 rlm-rn sonm'lhl1t ,",ur:1ng this pertor1, cxci<tenent rOIl h:1l7,h, e~PGcl8,lly rluring 

tho "fternoons of 12 nnr1 18 May ;,hen the VC ~nr'. N'J1J. 18.unchod a rsrouncl (md nortc',r 

attn,ele ."wdnst tho Chi Lr.me '\irstrip. Fortun,',tf)ly, these ::ttt8,C):S ;rere:: repulsl)'l, 

but they served I),S 0. reninder of the onnipr08".-nce of tJ10 oncrw oIlr] cn.us~(l the 

non of B Trp to n,,-intl'.in thoir hir~h stntB of alertness. This vir~lr,nce pnid off 

(, on 19 June Hhon tho :lOrD scout pln,tonn locator< VC fightinc positions iiI the 

\ Nn.1.-TrM.)'>,rerl Host of Chi L:mg. ',fter the Cebro.s crnpleto(l their ,;orl~, 40 oncny 

!brJ;fio;;'~lor8 faun'" in spir1Gr holos in tho tr·ll grass surroun<1inr; thon. Thi.~ He,s " 

the first of sovernl !Sood r1ays in th{1t n,reo.. 

For B Troop July cane in'"lith c, I'llsh of uctivi-bJ. ~1hile conductin[! 0. VR of tho 

Nhu Tro.n !'\TOn, 011 the 4th, tho scouts surprised r. lnrgo tro.nsiont £:roop of VC [!JIll 

}IV,'·, ~~'1 . rOl;>.>'" ~.rs. 
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After l'11lJdna the tnrr:ets, the scouts cclled upon the cobrC\s l.rho systElJ"J.'.tico.l1y 

beenn to cslobrnto Indopenrlcmce Dny with plenty of firc~rorb r,t tho anany' 8 

e:xp"nso. By the d(',y's enr.l 90 oor3-"y solr~iGrs 1('1 nond, tho hir..host nimbcr 

ld.J.led by the Dutchn:'.stcr troop il1 one c\ny durinG 1969. On the 16th the 

troop st..'1.r:c,l (lilt ef Vi TO.l1h. 'Groun~. troeps Here inserterl to checJ: ~t 96 

sc,,~p,:1ns 100.(100 ill. th Gquipnent, 56 of than Hero subsoqucntly destroyed. As of 

1830 on 24 July, B Troop bo/!nn to pull night ~:rl.ssions .".t Chi Lmd ~'..'1<l Hoc Ho.o .• 

Host of th? n±ssions, a1 thOUGh hix 1101'0(1 by br.rl "e:,thor, Horo routine sO:lrch and 

rlestroy opore.tions. No insertions or extrnctions ~Iero' ;;ncle. 111 or,ler to cover 

both (',ror.s, tho tr00P ~Ins split'into "1\." D.nrl "B" tarns, o(~ch tor",., being cnn .. · . 

prisorl of ~ro LOB's, wo Cobras, Ol1e COI1I1L'nd :m(l Control ship, <O.l'1d " fl.'\re . 

ship. "A" teCl"' stngeo out ofl1oo HOIl nnrl "B" tOt'.T'. flw out of Chi Lo.ng. Des;oi to 

the fn.ct thc.t th0 purposo of those nii3ht fliehts ~ms hr.m].ssnont un<'1 intordiction 

n Troo;; h.v1 only norlorn.to success \n th 0l1e exception. On tho 29th they received 

nn.chine gun fira frry·'. roves (lue: into tho S1.lT~·'i t of lit. Nui Coto "11". roturn0rl tho 

fire in sp::vles, l:i.lline 40 Viot COl1g. So Gn(1er1 tho nir.ht r'issions ot Ch,i. wn8' 

0.n(1 with their t01"·un.~.tion D Tr0"i' breathed n ooJ.1octivo si::;h of roll.of. 

}.ugust ,,,,,,s a fairly routino' r~nntJ:r for DutcrulC'.ster. Whilo tho mlTlbcr of Viet 

C0l1g killed bo air ncclinec1, the nunDor of sn;"![:lctns c1ostro)'oc' sur(;ed upw.rd to 

194, the hir:host nonthly tot~.l for 1<)69 in thr.t CQ,teeory. 

Septenber sOow the' tmi t operntine out of such \rirlcly rlispersec1 ('.ro'.'\s ·'\S Ben TrG, 

Vi Tanh, TInch' Gilt, M'l Chi Inn.-:; "hilo'supportinG, P.t vo.rious ti,'os, tho 9th 

ATIVtl Division, the 21st ,\RVtl Division, nnil the 4/. th Specicl Tactical Z0 ne 

respectively. While conilucting 1\ visu8.1 racorr,0.issonco neo.r Chi leng, tho 

LOH's received her.V)' r..ut0T\'\tic ~Iep.pons fire end nHnil.gec1 to ldll 5 ve. Then 

tho C;'bro.s rollor1 in ,".]1'1 they cOP;Jlet01,( r1.\J:o,1. tho [',re.'\ wi th r\ovt'.statinr, rrcl:et, 

4Or1T' .• , "n', nini~m firo. The "SnC'.l:os" uero subsequently croeci tOll Hi th 15 . 

\losBiblo lm_~' s plus 1 .30 caliber rm,' 2 ; 50 c/'.Utor I1"--lchi.no guns rlcstroyoc1, 

On tho 24th the scouts ldllor1 4 :1"'1'0 Viot Cons c.t Vi To,iili, i1".crorlsi1".r; the 

totnl nur~bcr of ldll.s for tho nonth t" 91. On the 2f~th, D TrCl0p unr]oNent 

mother ch~.nf(a of COrl'·'1.nd with Mn.jor Gillette transferrinG control of tho tIDi t 

to Hajor Go.r:;r p. Borr,ero1".. . '.tc '. '. • 

nuring Octrobor D TrO()P flOH mst' of its r:D.ssi0ns out of Don 1'r.'1, Dong TIlT', 

nnr] Trn Vinh ."nr1 Tlroclucti()n t.nso, it Wt1S on excellont nonth. Fror~ the 31'(1 

throur,h tho 14th .31 VC nnr] NVA were ldllerl, mstly <'.t Tro. Vinh ."!l(1 on the 

15th 17 pere net their dostiny unnor the hail of leo.o. spmnni3 fron the cl(:u(lly 

guns of )')utchr/:tster. TO~/I1ril.s the end of the nonth B Troop pr.rti cipr.ted in one 

of tho mst intcrostinr, und pror~sine op13rr..ti,ms flf tho yc:.:tr. "joint US 

Arrey .. Air Force effort, i t ~If'.s (lesi~od to l::nocJ~ out tho eller:y' s ~rintor offensivr 

cnp:1.bili ty in the Chi I~[( nron,. lno tUrr:Gts consisto(l of 7 cno!'l\ous C(lVO 

co~lexos on 11()unt.."ins Nui Gin, N1.\i Q:\r1, and lTui Coto. DnGico.lly, tho scouts 

under tho C'rot0ction of the Cobr:.:ts were to') nr.rl~ tho cnve entrLmees with rocl­

snoke whGreupon Air Farco F-4 Ph,'ntrn fir;hter_bonbors waulel lc.unch l'rvlc.r (;-uii'.erl 

Bul~p8x nissiles fror' [l. l"f'nee of 2 l"iles. The first ntt(lck rosul ted in a direc' 

hi t, hO~lover, because of the intonse enorv o.ntio.ircrnft fire beine directed 

ur,rtinst then the scouts ~10re unf.ble to fly closo enoueh to .c.ccur1.tely c.ssess 

the c1cnc.r;e. !Q togeth0r ()nly .3 out of the 7 cnves wero clninor1 to hr.vo been 

rlestroyeil in this nn(l subsequent P.ttuc],s. During this russion the weather 

bec::\"~e ~. f.o.ctor of cansie.ern.ble n .. ".gni tude; fog \oms very prevc.lent nnc] 
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vi silili ty ~r.s ofteln 1 el8~ t';,·],. 2 c") l.r.,n. 1.1d.8 f::ct"r ,>r'lclU-'.(Jr' oYJr.-.tions for 
.'3 ~,~.:rs. :1.1 th0u{;:h the r'..i.ssinn (1ir1 nlit poet tho (1e~rcc of SUCCOG,I) th~.t U.':'.5 

o.nticipc.tec'., tho ide.' a.n:' pI o.nnin[; ","'.S vcry sounr1, f'nel it is J:nOl-m th~'.t the 
enorcy sufferer'. flc'.versG effects fro:". tho'stril:cs the·.t· I;Gro succc3si'uJ.. During 
Octnber D Tr,,")l '.connnto(' fnr 101 1:5.118, 1/,2 S.T-,pO.nc, en', 29[: struct.ures 
rlestr0 yc r' .• 

t-Tovor'.bGr W·'.S 0. '·'.onth thnt lIill J.onr; be rcn.onborcd 1)y the -:·Lltchnr.stcrs. On the 
?nr', M01 StoJ'.':ernw r'ovclopoc~ engino "roblC"'s in his LDH -.11:' HhHo' cnrCluto 
1,- cJ: tn Vinh Lnnr; fro," Chi Ie.n(l, hi,~ engino f.c.ilor!. Unfortum.toJ.y, ho cr:.'.s11o" . 
. 'me'. sinc0 it 11.-.S still ".~rJ:, the 11rec1:e.r;o ;)lus tho 11("~ic3 of P01 Stoc~:~(()nvn, 
his nbser,rer Me,. orG\{ chief vore not found for r'x,othor 2 hoors. The 2n:' W'.S 

in('.cer1 J. s".~~ r\,.y for Drr.vo Troop. On the 7th v.nc1 9th the troop l~illcd 11 VC 
nnd r.estro:yBr1 . .39 structures -.11e' 22 so:'.;)o.ns D.t Cn lhu .'.11". R"'.ch 0501. Tho 11th 
He.S r.lso c. h~.·l. rl~.y. Ste,yin:; out of Vi Tenh, ,'.11 5 sliel:s Hal'O strue): hy cner:~r 
fire ·~.s uore :< OH_6.~ LOH's. Forttmr'.toly anI:" ~r.o ;.)ersor.·]JflS s0rir·usly ucun"or1. 
On the 12th tho unit l:iJ.loil 7 VC nnr) HV', Q.nr' on the 16th, nec.r C". Ur.u in tho 
hO.~.rt of the U lun..l-j1i'or8st, 41 )"ore cn.<'.J1Y soJ.r'.iors '--Ioro ·,'Clr.".anontly ;lUt out 
of cor!'"'ission. nurinr'; HOVc;'lbor D T:r-(,\OP 1:il1oc1' [t7 VC by ~.:tr, (~ostr:::yo(~ 21L;­
structures .-nr' 108 s.e.n;'ons "nr~ fleH 2549 hours, thei.r hi.:;hest ,.,anthly tr,t.'.l 
for tho yo~,r. 

11urinF{ noco~'~l)cr D T1"o::-1' opcr;-!,tcr1 fr0T', Il:~,ch .Soi, Vi T',l.n.'I1, Co. l"tm, ".'.n(1 Vinh LonG, 
"'.n'-'. '"1"rl.orl 27 ~"0rt") lCD,'R's, 225 structurcs, , ....... n('. nO !"~0ro :3"':'~J'''''.ns to lt~; Jist, ~ .. s 
of 31 'oce:'bcr, 1: Tr"'1\1 IletS officidly ercr'ib:~ ,·Ii th l:i.ilinr, 879 Viot Cone cnr'. 
rJV'~ by 'ir, ('G8trn::lin."~ 1622 struct1.1!'oS ''.n'~ 1360 s.~r:J;~n;.:;, ""nd fJ.yin:.; 2~.,fS2D hours 
nf c:,pb~t tiT~O, '}:i~l.")tocn hun.'"'.re(~ ::n(~ sixty-nine \.,r,~.s cor-c"1.inly ::}1 outsto.!1r'.ini.: 
YC'.r for T] Tr""'" .'. yc-r '.Thioh tho :lutc;'c"'.sta'3 OrJ1 10')': l-" ... c'~ on lri.th prir1c 
o.nr' ", (1.ec:).scT!.so of ..... cec.:·'.~)lish;·~ont fOl"' its c~mtri.~it~t:.i.~n to the lo")scnin~:; of 
the ol1er-y l" ~;rip or th,) poople J.i.vini': in tho t'o1:r>l1;: lol to. rOGioll of tho fio;)uhli e 
of Vi 0 tnc.n. 
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TROOP OPERATIONS .. : . ..... \. ..... RESULTS 

Tons Hours A/C% I 
Sorties Po:x Cargo Flown A'I}'ailabili ty I KFJA Struc Sllllpc.ns - -

JAN 3':t70 4714 8 1672 
:, 

74.2% I 120 135 119 
;j 

J!ElJ 3215 3353 4 1 1~81 73.3% 140 126 ~1 

MAR 3651 4804 ~ 2203 72.1% 34 104 189 

APR 4599 6650 28 2337 75.2% 105 91 170 

M..~y 39lfl 4708 13 2131 70).6% 24 86 ~ 

JON 'YI69 1,0~6 9 1893 83.4% 42 ;1'!.1 G2 

JUL 4021 41103 6 2100 80.9% 99 52 77 

'-PiG 4440) 4429 5 1857 85.8% 18 157 194 

SEP 3625 3302 10 1869 92.4% 91 116 64 

OCT 3824 3911 20 21C7 ~1.6% 101 2913 142 
NOV 43~1 /,·325 17 2549 rl2.2% ' ~ .• n7 214 108 { l . c..' 

11* 9* 1* 
DEC :!655 2523 7 2149 92,3% '. ,(l 225 225 

9* 32* 32* 
TOTAIS' , 

45;'42~' 51,600 135 24,~28 81.0% (Av): C79 16~~ 1369 
I 20* 41* 33* 

* probnble 




