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UNIT OFERATIONS

For Troop B the events of 1968 were indeed a fine prelude to those occurring
in 1969, During the latter year Troop B, 7th irmored Sguadron, lst Air
Cavalry conducted and was involved in many operations rangine throughout the
Mekong Delta which proved to hawe a considerably detrimental effect on enemy
persomnel, weapons, and logisticrl strength.

In this respect the month of January started with a bang. Operating ocut of

Ca Mau in the U Minh Forest on Now Year's Day, the troop destroyed several well-fc

fortified bunkers, inserted troops, captured six prisoners of war, killed three
Viet Cong, and captured 15 weapons., This action proved to be typical of things
to come, for on the 6th, the troop killed 13 Viect Cong near Rach Gla and on the
13th picked up 16 POW's, 3 RPG launchers, armmunition, and 2 AX 47 assault rifles,
However, on 20 Jenuary, Troop B had to pay the price of success for on that date
one LOH was shot up, one Cobra gunship developed engine trouble, two slicks were
shot down, one other slick received numerous hits and the pilot was wounded,
This loss did not affect the determination of the troop to accomplish 1ts
rmission and on 25 January Troop B inserted severnl sorties of ground troops

who dug up two fresh groves and subsequently discovered a-large armmnition

cache containing 54 cases of B~40 rockets and 21 cases of 82um nortar rounds,
This was a fitting end to a month which saw the Dutchmasters credited with 120
Viet Cong killed by air, OCne hundred thirty-five structures and 119 sampans

were alsordestroyed,

The month of February found the troop in support of the 44th Specuak Tactical
Zono : for the first two weeks and the 21lst ARVN Division for the last two wecks,
(n the 4th the troop killed 10 Viet Cong and destroyed 18 hooches and sampans.
The 7th wes a little better with 14 VC killed by air and 9 enemy soldiers taken
prisoner, The Dutchmasters hit the jackpot on the 1lth., While operating fron
Cao Lanh, the soouts and gunshlps surprised several large groups of NVA soldiers

trovelling via sampans, Employlng numerous air attacks, the cobras accounted v _
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for 37 KBAs and also destroyed 5 sampans in the process. Shifting to Rach Soi
on the 23d and to Cz Mou on the 26th, the troop destroyed 24 mortar tubes

and killed 16 VG respoctively. All totaled, the Dutchmasters received credit
for 126 structures and 81 sampans destroyed in addition to 140 enemy soldiers
killed bp air which turned out to be their highest kill total for 1969,

March found the troop under the able cormand of Major william Gillette, populardy
known as "The Blade!", Operating in support of the 9th ARVN Division for rmuch

of the month, a good portion of the troop's energy wns devoted to disrupting

the enemy's transportation systems. On the first day of the month Dutchmaster
elenents destrowed 35 sampans, and one large sampan factory located inside o
canouflaged hooch. On the 6th and 10th, the troop killed 12 VC and destroyed
numeroug sampans in the proecess. The 13th was a bed dey for the broop, Mr
Chase, & scout pilot, experienced engine feilure in his LOH . and while exiting
his eireraft after mking o succegsful autorctation, he was decapitoted by a

main rotor blade,
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This was ow first fatality incurrod during 1969, The 27th wuns sonmevhat botter
with 33 sanmpans and 5 hootchcs being destroyed. March'as total wns 34 Viot Cong
¥1led 104 structurcs and 189 sorpons destroyed,

During tho month of April, the tronp sav henvy contact on scveral oceasions nnd

on the 5th onjoyod onc of ita rost moccssful dsys of the yuar, Thu -etieon

bephn vhen a cavalry unit of the i ARVN Divlsion, which Irave Troop vos support-
in~, reported n cormafy of WMot Cong rarching tovard the Vietnnn-Giybodia border.
Unen being dlscovercd, cnaty forces on both sides of the border opened fire.,
Although the Putchraster Cobras sustained mmltiple hits, thoy succecded in +11inga
L0 WMot Cong and North Wetnaneso soldiors, The dendly nccurnte firc provided by
the punships enabled the ground clements to swoep townrd the horder noeor Col Coi
vhere thoy alscovered one ot he largest weapons caches ever found in the Melong
Dolta. ~Consisting of 750 rifles nnd cnrbines, over 100 Chinose Corrmnist 9m
pistols, 200 sks carbines, nunerous AX 47 asswlt ritlos, ~nd .30 end (50 callber
rnchine puns, the enche was catimnted to welsh 150 tons, cnonrh to supply a VO

or NVA divisinn for three months. M thourh B Troop spent the roreindor of tho
dry reroving equirnent, the cnche wae so largo thnt over 50 tons hart to be de-
stroved in plnce. The 10th and 12th proved to be alrost as lucrative with 57
eneny soldlors slmin and sovern] mortnrs ond mchino guns plus arrurdtion capturad,

On the 13th, ~lso nentr Cal Cai , the troop captured tuo nore heiwy rochine guns,
one 1ight machine gun, 5 rifles, 3 U.S. BAR's, 27 B40 roclets, 15 nortar rounds,

1 5 recoilless xifle, 75 ldlos of totrachloric ncid, and 65 booby traps, eno thes
cubstantial houl., The 29th found the troop inflicting dannge upon the cnany's
nedienl supply systen, for ground troops inscrted by Dutchrinster slicks captured

5 garpans full of nedicine in addition to 4 crrunition boxes stuffed wvith impor-
fant docunents. This was a fino finale to a very productive —onth and certninly
der~nstrated the henefits to he roaped through proper ntilization of on adr -~

crvalry type unit.

A B Troop in support of the 44th STZ, Throughout this
of visunl reconnolssance ~nd
missions conducted on beholf of

Mry and June once again foun
time fromo nost of the troop's duties consisted
regupnly rissions wlth » few nerial convoy escort

!~ Payder Valley, 2 U.-‘J.'.(:'_Lﬂfrm‘br?'unit stntioned ot Chi Lang. #although the action

oxcltenent ron high, especially during
VA launchod a ground ond nortar
these attacls were repulsed,

slowed Amyn sonewhat Auring this pertod,
the nfternoons of 12 and 18 May vhen the VC sncd R
attaclk amainst tho Chi Lang AMrstrip, Tortun~tely,
but they served es o rerinder of the ormipresence of the oneny and caused the
nen of B Trp to mnintein thelr high stote of alertness, This vigilance pnid off
on 19 June whon the aero scout plntoon located VO fiahting vositions in the
(¥hn Tran mren west of Chi Long, After the Cobras cerpleted thoir work, 40 eneny
Toodes were found in spider holes in the tall gruss surrounding than, This wos

the first of several good days in that arca.

T While conducting a VR of the
Nha Tran aren on the 4th, tho gcouts surprised o large transient proup of VO and
NV. rogul-rs.

For B Troop July cane in'with o rush of activity.
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After maldng the targets, the seouts called upon the eobras who systerntically
begnn to celobrato Tndopendence Day with plenty of fircworls at tho cnery's
expenso, By the dny's end 90 one&wy gnliiers lay dond, tho highest nurber

ld1led by the Dutchrnster troop in one Any during 1969, On the 16th, the

troop staged eyt of Vi Tanh, ~Ground troops wereo ingerted to checl out 06
serpang loaded with equipnent, 56 of ther verc subsequently destroyed. dg of
1830 on 24 July, B Troop began to pull night »lasions ~t Chd Land nd Moc Hoa,
Most of the mkaslions, although hopored by boad wenthor, wore routine gearch and
destroy opcrotions. No insertions or cxtractions were rade, In order to cover
both arens, tho troop was split into "% and gt 4enns, onch temn belng ey ’
priscd of two LOH's, two Cobras, ono Coprpnd and: Control ship, and o flore
ship., nAM team stoged out offtfoc lHoa and "B" team flew out of Chi Lang, Despite
the fact thnt the purpose of thoso night fllghts wns harassnient and interdictlon
N Troop had only rodernto succoss with me exception, On the 29th they roceeived
rachine gun fife from caves Aur into tho qrrit of Mt, Nul Coto end roturned the
fiye in spades, 1411ing Lo Viet Cong. So ended the nipht ridsslons nt Chi Lnng
and with their terminntion B Troop brecthed & collectivo sigh of relief,

Lugust wns a fairly routine’ ronth for Mutchrester, Whilo the murber of Viet
ConZ ldlled be air declined, the nurber of serpans destroyed surged upward to
194,, the hirhost monthly total for 1969 in that eategory.

Septerber saw the wnit opernting out of such widély dispersed sTens ns Ben Tre,
Vi Tanh, Rach’Gin, anA Chi Lonz while supporting, Wt wvoriocus tircs, the 9th
ATWN Division, the 21st ARVE Division, ond the 44th Specizl Toctical Zrne
respectively. While conducting a visual rocorraissonce neur Chi Leng, the
10H!'s received henvy eutorntic wenpons fire and rnennzed to 1411 5 Ve, Then
fne Chbrns rolled in and they corpletely raled the cren with dovastating rrclet,
L0rm., and ninigun rire, The "Snales" were subsaquently eredited with 15
possiblo KBA's plus 1 .30 caliber and 2 .50 cnliber machinhe guns Aestroyed,

On the 24th the scouts 1dlled 4 noro Viat Cong nt Vi Tonh, incrensing the
total muber of ldlls for tho month to 91, On the 20th, B Troop underwent
anether chengo of corrand with Major Gi1lette tronsferring control of the wnlt
to Major Gary D. Bergerons -~ - e AIUEE TR

Muring October D Troop flew mogt of 1ts rissions out of Bon Tri, Dong Tar,

and Tra Vinh and nroduction wise, 1t wos en oxtellent nonth, Frorn the 3rd
through tho 14th 31 VC and NVA wero kllled, rostly ot Tra Vinh and on the

15th 17 nore net their destiny under the hail of leod spewing fron the deadly
guns of Nutehrpster, Towards the end of the nonth B Troop participnted in one
of the most sntercstifyg and prorising operntions of the yoar. & joint US
Arvy—flr Force efford, 1t was designed to Jmocl out the encry's winter offensive
enprbility in the Chi Ieng aroh. e tarprets consisted of 7 cnorfious cave
corploxes on Mounteins Nui Gia, Mui Con, ond Jui Coto, Basically, tho scouts
under the nrotection of the Cobras werc t5 rrrlk tho cave entrances with red -
arole whereupon Air Porce Fel, Phantom fighter-borbers would launch radar puided
Bullpex missiles from o renge of 2 riles. The first nttack resulted in s droe
hit, however, because of the intense encry onticdrernft fire being drected
againgt thon tho seouts werc uneble tn fly closc enough tn nccurately assess
the donape. M togethor only 3 out of the 7 coves wer't claired to heve been
haequent attacls. During this nission the woeather

destroyed in this anct su
becare a factor of sonsiderable nognitude; fog was very prevalent and




visiHlity wos often loss thvn 2 viles, Mils foetor procluted oncretions for
3 Aoys,  Although the rission A1 not neet the defres of success thot wos
antieipated, the ide~ an planning wes very sound, snd it is Jmown thot the
enery suffererd adverse offects from the striles thot werc successful, During
Octoher B Tronn nccountod for 101 1d1ls, 142 sxmpang, ~nd 296 structurcs
Aestrryed,

Voverber wns o month that vill lone be rarorhered by the ™atchirsters, On the
2ndl, Y01 Stoldernan develope? ehgine probless in his IOH ~nd whilo enroute
hrele to Vinh Long fro- Thi Lend, his engine fodled, Unfortunntely, he crashed
md since 1t wes still Anrd:, the wreetnse dlus the hofics of UOq Stoclkerrim,
his observer anA crew chief were not found for snother 2 hours, The 2nd wns
indeed a s~ Any for Brevo Troop, On the 7th and 9th the troop ldlled 11 VG
and Aestroyed 39 structures ~nd 22 sapins at G ifau ~n? Roeh Soi.  The 11th
wes rlso o hnd day,  Stoying out of Vi Tonh, 11 5 sliclis were struck by cnory
fire 2s were 2 OH-6. LCOH's, Fortunntely onl™ onc berson was sericusly woun’ad,
Cn the 12th the unit xilled 7 VC and FV\ an” on the 16th, neor O» iu in the
heort of the U Minh Forest, 41 rore cnony soldiers werc Permancnitly nut out
of cormission, During Hoverber D Troop killed &7 VC by oir, “ezirayed 214
structures ~nd 108 sonpens n? flow 2549 hours, their hihest monthly tatal

for the year,

Maring Decerber I Tromp'opernted frem Rech Sei, Vi Tanh, Co i, ind Vinh Long,
onAd e 27 rhrn KNts, 225 structures, ~nd £0 rore a~omns o dts list, s
of 31 Tceeber, & Trow was officiclly crodited with 1dlling 879 Viet Cons cnd
NV. by ~dr, Aestroyines 1622 structures ond 1369 sarpons, ~nd flying 24,828 hours
nf corbet time, "NMinateen hundred and sixtvenine wes ecertrinly -n outstoncing:
yeor for B Troon, o yenr yhich the Mutclrstors con 1ol heels on with pride

an® 2 deed scnse of reesplishrent for its eontribution to the loosening of

the enery's zrip or the people living in the Folons Deltn rorion of the Republic

of Wetnoy:,




AFPPENDIX T

TROOP OPERATIONS T et msuLTs

: Tons Hours 4/C%
Sorties Pax Carge TFlown Availability | KBA Strue Sawpeons

JAN 3270 414 8 1672 The2% 120 135 119
FEB 3215 3353 4 1881 73.3% 140 126 81
MAR 3651 4804 8 2203 72.1% 3 104 189
j; APR 4599 6650 28 2337 75 42% 105 91 170
i
MY 3967 4708 13 2131 79, 6% 24 86 68
JUN 769 LoB6 9 1893 83,4% L2 1n 82
JUL 4021 4803 6 2100 20.9% 99 52 77
MG 4449 lA29 5 1857 85.8% 18 157 194,
SEP 3425 3302 10 1869 92,4% 91 116 64
0CT 3824 3911 20 2187 a1,6% 101 298 142
NOV 4381 4325 17 2549 82,28 (707 214 108
1% o 1%
DEC 2655 2523 7 2149 92, 3% ‘g 225 225
| o% 32 32
TOTALS® ‘ ‘
L57428° 51,600 135 24,828 81.0% (av)) 879 4622 1369
i 20" 41 334

¥ probable






