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SUBJECT: Combat after action reporte

TOs Commanding General
1st Air Cav Div
ATTN: G3
APO US Forces 96490

1, Neme and type of Operation: "EAGLES CLiW", semrch and destroy.

2. Dates of Qperations 16 Feb - 27 Feb 1966,

3, Location: BINH DINH Provience bounded by coord BRE06O, BRE0IS, BROOGO, BRIOIS.

4+ Comirol or Gonmqggrﬂeadquartefsz 2d Bde, lst Adr Cav Div.

5« Roporting Officer: Col William R Lynch

6. Tosk Organizations

1/5 Cav ‘ Bde Control
TACP 1777 arey 24 Plat B Co 8th Engr
2/5 Cav C 4 ™ #41 2d Plat 545 MP Co
T4CP Tm 13th Sig 10 RRU Tm
12 Gav Weather Tm IPW/CI Tm, 191 MI
TaCP 24 Fwd Spt Trp B 1/9 Cav OP CON
T.CF

7. Supporting Forces:

ae During the Operation EuGLES CLAW the 1/77 Arty provided dircot support arty
%o units of the 2d Bde. These fires were reinforced by 1/30 irty (155) and 8" and
175rm gun Battalione positioned at PONY & DUCK. Extensive use was made of arty
during the entire operation to prepare LZ's and to prepare Obj areas. Perhaps the
most distinguishing characteristic of the entire operation was the nlmost exclus~
ive usc of arty to oonduct H&I at night over the IROK TRIANGIE ereas During the
hoight of the campeign between 200-500 rda of all types were fired into the area
ench night.

be TiC Air support wes provided by the 24 .iir Div. Extensive use of TAC alr
was uscd to prepare LZ with napalm, WP and frag bombs. Extensive uase of AIR CAP
was uscd through out the period to strike at pockets of enemy resistances 4 total
of 30 sorties were flown during the first 6 days of the operation. Llmost one
third of these sorties werc used on LZ preparation. Also during the operetion SAC
provided a B52 strike on 21 Feb at 1600 on the IRON TRIANGLE. The attack was made

by two flights of three A/C each. Target ooverage was excellent.

ce The 227th AHB provided the necessary lift ocapability for the Bdo tc agcomp—
lish its essaigned mission., The 228th HB provided the Bde with the capability %o
displace arty into inacccssgble areas and to rosupply foward units in bulk.

8. Intelligencas

ne The initial intelligence received for RAGLES CLAW was timely and in mest
cases accurate. Locations and identifications of enemy units were quizcd from a
captured NVi Battalion Commander. is units of the brigade became heavily engaged
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in the IRON TRIANGIE aree the intellipgence picture oontinued to be kept current
frem captured prisoners, documents, and weapons, The infermation gained from
VC3's normally confirmed estimates of enemy units engaged. . -

be Intelligence from the captured battalion commander ocaused the initial
movement of trcops inte the area. The presence of many heavy weapons, comnunica-
tions complexes and the intensity of fighting in the area resulted in the deploy-
nment of three dns and culminated in g B52 ptrike and sweep of the arcas of oper-
ationses The SONG BIWN River flows in a SW-S direction through the heart of the
ares, of operations. The river valley 1s covored with elephant grass five tc six
feet high and is deminated by the HO SON Mountains which arc heavily forrested.
The aren wes so dense with Jjungle growth that landing sones wero cxtromely limit-
ed in size and number. Intense AW fire was received from well dug-in positicns
up to snd including .50 eal nachineguns. Mancuver units were also subject to ine
tense 57rm reeciless rifle and mortar fire indieating the presence of g heavy
weapons unit. Based upon the defensive positions and the number and types of
weap ns onecuntered, it was estimated that elenents of the 93rd and 95th Bns of
the QUEYET CHIEN (2ve) Regt and elements of the Regt Headquarters and weapons Bn
were cnorged in the "IRCON TRIANGLIEM, In addition, cnemy radic tronsmissions were | :
interccpted indieating the presence of a major type headquarters or econtrol unit.j
Infored coverage was used throughout the area which further confirmed a heavy ’

conceniration of het spots in the area. Soveral thousand rounds of erty and apprex--

imately 20 sorties of TAC air and aerial rockets wore fired into tho area, 411 of
the above described fire power including the B52 strike was neoessary to prevent
heavy casualties t- the infantry which had attacked the arca from three direotiens
on the two previsus dayse Because of the lateness of the strike (1600 hrs) guffe
icient daylight did not remain for immedinte sweeping of the target aren. is a
result, tho enemy was afforded the oppertunity to drag away his wrunded ond row
cover many of his deads Bvidence of many derd in the arca was detected by the
stench of desd VC bodies in the area which cnvered the entire velley flnor,

% Opcrations within tho "IRON TRIANGLE" nrea dealt severe losses to two Bng
of tho QUYET CHIEN Regt, {93rd and 95th) and to oclements of the regt headquarters,
Results of the WHITE WING Operation in the IRON TRINGIE (15-27 Feb) are as fol-
lowss

(1) Persomnel Iosses  {2) Weapons and Equipment (3) Other Matorial
KIi 337 SKA 5 Rice - 38 tcns
LIi (BST) 407 4K 6 Cmb% Packs 20
WL 4 IMG 5 Hand Grenades 27
WIi (EST) 1009 Rillos 6 Mines 5
VCC 15 US Ml Carbines 4 5%om Amma 10
ve/NvA 15 US ML Rifles 4 8lmm Armao 84
VeS 23 A4 Wpn 1 82mm fmrio 5
60cm Mortar 1 SA Ammo 8 Casges
8lnm Mortan 3 Flastic Gas Mask
82mn: Mor tar 1 Surgical Equip (ecmplete
A0mn Rkt Loh 1 with instruments)
57mm R 5 Hedioal supplies
Mount .50 Cal L
75mm RR 2
Us DR 5
9nm Pistol 1
SMG 4
US 430 Cal MG 1

9. Mission: 2d Bde attaoks SW in zone of the Div 40 to find, fix and destroy
NVA/VC froroos,

10+ Goneept of Operaticns:

ae 26 Dde attacks SW with two Tns to seize objectives COIL & RECOIL. One Dn
eatablishes blocking posttions vies RECOIL and ancther battalion attacks W from
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COIL driving the enemy into prepared blocking positions. 4 third battalion held

- in reserve to be used as a reaction and rescrve force and to proteat the Dde base

and arty in the vic PPONY. .
11, Exccution:

ae Operation EiGLE CLAW commenced with a TaC Air strike on Obj COIL (DR820
765) followed by a twenty mimute arty prep which sheowered the Obj area with 930
rdse Lt 0948 the first 1ift of C Co lifted off from TWO BITS (Dit848955) and air
assmulted into COIL at 0958 hress. By 1112 hrs the entire Dn had olosed into COIL
and 4 & D and C Cos moved out from the LZ to search out assigned arcas. No eneny
contact was made, however iwo deed VC were found vie BR814791 end 5x8lon mtrs rdg
were found abandoned by the cenemy, D 1/77 Arty was air lifted into COIL by CH4T
aftor the area had been scoured by the infantry. At 0800 hrs 2/5 Cav boeame att-
ached to 2d Dde frm 34 Idc. The same A/C were used to carry 2/5 Cav as ware to
carry 1/5 Cav into Obj COIL. 4t 1200 hrs the arty fired a twonty nimute prep on
Lz JOE (DR778718) with 669 rds. At 1220 hrs tho first 1ift of 2/5 lifted off .
from PONY (I800840) landing in RECOIL (BR760745) at 1230 hrs. The Dn closed the
LZ at 1352 hrs. C Co was lifted out of JOB and seized LZ MIKE (BRT72763) to round
out all blocking positions. 2/12 Cav acting on informaticn obtained from a POW
sent B Co from SIX BITS (BR848102) to seerch for a large cave vic BS841048. At
1445 hrs B Co found the cave which was divided int~ several chambers end wes
laxge cnough to hold twe companies. Cave wns destroyed by en engr dens squad.
2/12 Cav-utilizing UHID's and CH47's began to move from SIX BITS to PONY., The n
clesed PONY at 2000 hrs. A Co, the first company to arrive at I'ONY moved into a-
blocking position SE of FONY vic BRB24822 for the night.

be On 17 Feb at 0630 arty fired a TUT into the ares beitween COIL and RECOIL
expending scme 431 rdsy 4 & B Co attacked West on seperate axis toword blocks
set up at block #l and LZ MIKE end YETE by eloments of 2/5 Cav. 2/5 Cav attacked
to seize LZ PETE with B Co. B Co made contact at 0915 vic NR768740 with an cstime-
ated Y€ Co with heavy wpns and large numbor of AWe 4 & C Co moved SW from L7
MIKE tSholp D Co and B Co 2/12 wms attoched to 2/5 Cav te help the situation,
Co 3 2/12 landed at an LZ DR755744 and irmedially ceme under fire., irty and T.iC
Air was used tc suppert the ground trocpss Dy 1800 hrs the cnemy had broken cone= i
tact, Iiesults of the sharp acticn were 127 VC KIA (3C) and 100 VC XTI.. (EST), also
captured and destroyed were 3x81mm mtrs, 45 Tmm RR, 1x75mm RR, 75x81mm mtr rds
snd 10x57mm RR rds. The entire area was laced with commo wire, bunkers and defene
sive positions and numerous trails. From heavy weapons, the heavy AW fire receive-
ed and the network of bunkers and commo wire and telephones in the area it was &
determined that 2/5 Cav had attacked and destroyed a Heav n, A Co 2/12
Cav at the blocking position S of PONY (BR823823) camé under heavy ememy attack
by an estimated VC Co at 0415 hrs. in tho morning. Arty and Smokey therBear were
used in support of the Co, encmy broke contact at 0700 hrse When the oneny with-
drew they left on the battle field 15 VC KI4 (BC), 20 VC KIA (EST), amd 17 WIA

(EST), olso found were 5 AK-47s, 35 KA Carbines, 2 RFD IMG, and one BR 4Cmm rock-

- et launcher, 10 field packs, 2000 rds of SA ammo and 38 grenades. Friendly logses

in the engogement were 1 KIi and 4 Wil

¢e On 18 Feb 2/5 Cav experienced somo ocontaot with the enemy attempting to
flee the areae From 171000 Feb until 180600 Feb a total of 117 arty missions were

fired oxponding a total of 879 rdss Thesc missions were fired into stream beds,
trails and other likely avenues of escape for the VC from the RECOIL arca, In
cenjunction with an extensive H&I program, Snokey the Bedr derotved flares over the
area to further reduocs enemy movement in the area o .

' Elements of 2/5 Cav continued to sweep the area of LZ PETE end JIM
to loonte and destroy sbandoned cnemy cquipments Enemy contaot remained light

end sparadic through out the day. At 1645 4 Co air amssulted into blocking positions
Equipment located end destroyed by 2/5 Cav werc two tons of rice, 54T mines, 2 Mi4
mines, a large amount of small arms ammo, 1x82 mm mtr and bipod, Ax8Znn rds, a rkt
launcher znd- two containers of ammo, 1/5 Cav contimued to attack West toward the
blocks established by 3/5 Covy 5 & B and engaged with sporadic individual V¢ while
noving to link up with 2/5 Cev at 1205 hre 3rd plt of B Co became cngeged with an

5 o e . — Y,
L'f“':"\lf'* "?}L"."J\‘-_: I”"’?L
3

>

R TINTUREERY RIS Y SRS N U I K G TN S
v »




I
DL TR AT T NAT IS AR g

CONFIpENTIAL
AVCBB-C ’ 16 March 1966
SUBJECT: Combat after estion report.

estimated Co size foree viec BRTT9757. At 1350 hrs 2nd plat of A Co became

engaged in the same vic. Arty and TAC Air was called in to engage the enemy
positions. At 1530 hra the two platoons were still pinned down by extreamely
heavy AV fire being placed on them from well positioned bunkers and emplace-
ments, L/S Ca¥ maneuvered A & B Co (~) to help the two pinned down platoons.

The two oompanies remained heavily engaged with the enemy until dark at which
time they were able to break contact end retrieve their dead and wounded from
under the enemys guns. A Co closed back .into block #3 (BRY78750) for the night,
B Co closed inte LZ MIKE, From the volunn of heavy AW fire received and ithe npum-
crous bunkers in the area it is estimated that A & B Co mede contact with a
heavy weapons Bn. Once friendly troops were clear of the area arty fired cons-
tantly into the area for the remainder of the night, and Smokey the Bear pro7id~
ed illumination to prevent the enemy from slipping out of the area. 2/12 Cav
continued to secure PONY and DUCK through out the day. At 1315 hrs C Co oonduct-
ed a raid into LZ GENE (BR785867) end GRAHAM (BR783879) to olear the arca of VC
snipers who had been firing at A/C in the areas The reid netted 1 VC KIA, 3 VCS
and twWwo weapons. o _ :

ds On 19 Feb 2/12 Cav was ordered to LZ SuM (BR743733) and then conducteq
attacks toward Gbj 2 (BR750733) and. 21 (BR732759). At 1430 hre 2/12 Cav air
lifted into SAM closing at 1549 hrs. 4 Co 2/5 became attached to 2/12 Cav. No
eneny contact was made however abandoned equipment was found through out the
erca. C Co 2/5 and B Co 2/12 commenced a parallel swecp from PETE o LZ JAM.
At 0910 C Co 2/5 made contact with an estimated VC plat, B Co 2/12 mancuvernd 4o
attenpt to flank the platoon and becamo cngaged with an enemy platocn. Both
conpanies broke oontact while arty and TAC Air was called in to rako the aren.
Both units meneuvered to the high ground and conducted a coordinated attack
againet the enemy positi-ns ceusing the encmy to become dislogged and withdraw,
The action resulted in 36 VC KIA (BC) and the capture of misc equips 1/5 Cav
after closing into their blocking positions the night before, was ordered to
attack with C Co attacking west and A Co to link up with € Co vic BRT8675T7 and
the two companies attack west into the IRON TRIANGLE arca. B Co was ordered to
place three blocks around LZ MIKE to prevent the enemy from slipping out. A%
1500 hrs 4 & C Companys linked up and attacked west down the ridge line wvith
C Co leading at 1635 hras. C Co made contaot in the area of the IRON TRIANGLE
(BR783758) with heavy iW fire from wecl prepared positions. Contact romained
heavy until dark when onoe again A & C Companies broke contact and cvacuated
thoeir wounded. 4 Co returned to block #3 while G Co returned to BR787757 to
take up defensive positicns.

e. On 20 Feb 2/5 Cav continued to ennduct local patrols in the vic of

Lz PETE. Linited action was made with 4 rifle men and one other VC in widely
seperated instences. VG were taken under fire but esocaped. During the nignt

of 19 Feb two companics detecoted movement to their front but when illumination
was fired into area nothing was observed. 2/12 Cav patrolled in the vio of LZ
SAM while C Co attacked and seized Obj 20 and returned tec SAM. Iight contaot
was experienced by the patrols operating out from SAM. At 1050 hrs the recon
plat of 2/12 Cav conducted an air assault into LZ JOHN (BR733759) on Obj 22
followed by A Co 2/12 Cav. Recon plat scoured the LZ while one plat A Co attao-
ked south to Obj 21 and one plat attacked north and 4 Co (~} remained at BR
729746« Threc hundred meters from the LZ lst plat A Co engaged three snipers.
At the same time 4 Co (=) came under a strong attack by a est VC oompany armed
with en unusal number of AW. lst plat returned to relieve pressure on the oon-
pany CP and after three determined attacks the eneny withdrew. At 1900 hrs the
eneny broke contaoet leaving 23 derd in front of A Cos positions. & Co remained
at block #3 and sent one platoon back into the IRON TRIANGIE area to recover
bolies of troops killed the day beforec. B Co renained in blocking positions
around 1Z MIKE, C Co attackcd the enemy strong point vic BR784758 after a heavy
avty prep but onece again was stopped by heavy ooncentrated fire power from well
constructed positions. The company withdrew to their assigned position and arty
once again begon teo pound the area.
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fo On 21 Feb 2/5 Cav conducted local patrols around PETE and at 1146 began
movenent to block #2 80 es to clear the oren around the IRON TRIANGIE for a B-52
attack later in the day, 2/12 Cav remained at LZ SAM and JOHN on Obj 22 and conw
ducted local patrols vic of the two L2's, no eneny contact wes made. 1/5 Cav cone
ducted one plat probe with C Co into the IRON TRIANGLE area in the early morning,
The plat once again received heavy AW fire from the same rositions as before. The
plot withdrew after which 4,B & ¢ Conpenies were extracted from their positions
around the IRON TRIANGIE and returned to PONY. At 1001 hrs the first flight of
3 B-52s dropped their bombs on the IRON TRIANGIE and at 1607 hrs the second flight
of threec dropped their bombs om the area. At 1614 hrs an A/C dropped 300 CS gre—
nades on the Obj area after which arty fired a prep as 1/5 Cav air asssulted into
Lz SOCKER (BR794756) with B Co securing the LZ for the In. The Bn closed at 1755
hrs, Recon plat secured block #1 at Obj COIL while A & C Co attacked woest toward
the TRON TRIANGIE area. 2/5 Cav in conjunction with 1/5 Cav air assanlted back
into LZ PETE to set up blocking positions while the recon platoon seized block #3.
At 1711 hrs another CS drop was made over the obj arcas By dark A & C Co wexre up
~ to the edge of the obj arca where they held up for the night. Smokey the Bear
provided illumination during the night while arty fired scme 748 rds into the area.
A psywar loudspeaker ship flew over the aren urging the VC to surrcender and safe
cenduct passes were dropped, :

g~ On 22 Feb 3/5 Cav attncked on into the IRON TRIANGLE area. Thoy encount-
ered no resistance but found 41 bodies and several IMG's and weapons through out
the area. also found were numerous bunkers, foxholes, trenches and defensive pos-
itions indicating a large forge was housed in the area at one time, Upon complet-
ing their sweep of the aren 1/5 Cav was lifted back to PONY closing at 1610 hrs.
2/5 Cav conducted a sweep from L2 PETE to LZ SAM and then lifted out of the POgw
ition SiM to positicn DUCK, 2/12 Cav patrolled viec of SiM and JOHN finding scme
8lrm mortar amao end 6 lbs of deno equirment. 4t 1300 2/12 Cav moved back to FONY
by CH4T7.

he 1/5 Cav and 2/12 Cav remained at PONY during the day end conducted maine
tenance on equipment and conducted looal patrols, 2/5 Cav remained at DUCK and
conducted maintenance of equijment. At 1450 hrs 2/5 Cav received AW fire at a
bathing point which wounded 4 personnel. A Co was sent to clear the aresn and
killed 5 VC who tried to escape from the area.

i. On 24 Feb 1/5 Cav and 2/12 Cav remained at PONY and continued to conduct
maintenance of cquipment. Lt Col Lymnn recoived command of 2/12 from Lt Col Engrem
while Lt Col Lytle assumed command of 1/5 from Lt Col Ackersons 2/5 Cav remained
at DUCK anc. conducted maintenance of equipment.,

Je On 25 Feb 2/12 Cav scoured PONY and ccnducted one company search and
destroy nission in zone north elong the river. 1/5 Cav conducted sweep and destroy
operations in zone. At 1125 hrs 4 Co 1/5 using 12 UHID'e air assaulted into LZ
S1UG (BR86086T) followed by B Co and the recon rlat. 4 Co attacked to seize obj 22
(3R867873) while recon seized 21 (BR8T1869) and B Co seized 20 (BRBT4B59). All
units were lifted back to PONY at 1800 hrs. No enemy contact was made during the
operations. 2,-/5 Cav oonducted a three company oreration in the nountains to the
east #€ PONY, 2/5 Cav air assaulted in L2 BILL (BR850849) and PAT (BRB61843)e A Co
landed at I'AT and while B Co secured IAT C Co attacked and seimed L7 MIKE {BRBT3
844)s The only contact was nade with the recon rlatoon who took two VG under fire
who quickly fled the area, 4 Co found e 34 ton rice cache at BR831834. 2/5 Cav
closed back into IONY with C Co remaining at LZ MIKE to act as a blocking force
for lst Bde Operations to the south.

ke On 26 Feb 2/5 Cav continued to secure DUCK while A Co secured a rice eache
80 that it could be evacuateds C Co remained in blocking positirne at AT and MIKE
and oconducted looal patrolling, 2/12 Cav conducted one comjany air assault into
LZ vic BR7T53884 which then patrolled south to seize obj BILL. The recon plat pat-
rolled south elong the river two thousand meters and returned to L'0NY. B Co moved
to TWO BITS tc provide security for the log base. 1/5 Cav conduoted an air assau~
1t back into the IRON TRIANCIE area by landing at LZ MIKE after a ten mimute arty
preparations 4 and C crmpenies attacked toward +the obj area with B Co trailing.,
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A special Engr Demo team accompanied 1/5 Cav into the area to aid in blowing up
bunkers and fortifications. 1/5 found elaborate camp sites with underground
gtoves and bunkered huts. There were indications that the ecnemy had besn back
into the area to bury their dead and police up lost equipment. .1/5 Cav found a
total of 6 new graeves in the area, but little equipment. 1/5 Cav was lifted back
to PONY closing at 1657 hrs. ’

1. On the 27th of Feb 1/5 provided a one platoon blocking feoree at WILL for

2/5 Cav and one platoon as a blocking force at PAT to assist 2/8 Cave 2/5 Cav
conducted an air assault inte NEAL with A& fnd B companies. A Ceo attacked normth up
the ridge line toward WILL while T Co attacked tec seize obj 3. No enemy contact
was made during the operati-n. C Co was replaced at PAT by a platecn of 1/5 end
was lifted tc NEAL to become the Bn reserves 2/5 Cav closed inte DUCK at 1730 hrs.
2/12 Cav provided security for PONY. At 1410 hrs A Co moved te HAL teo secure arty
praiticns fer Operaticn LLACK HORSE and C Ce moved to GEORGE te alse secure artye.
2/12 Cav returned to TWO BITS. At 271800 Feb }/e Cav and 2/8 Cav were attached to
_ the 2d Bde for Operation BLACK HCRSE, while 1/12 Cav came under cperaeticmal con-.

trol of 24 Bde for movement onlye

m., On 28 Feb 2/12 Cav moved to TWO BITS from positions arcund PONY. 1/8 Cav
remaincd at GEORGE in preparation for BLACK HORSE. 2/5 Cov remained at DUCK and
also preparcd for Operation BLiCK HORSE. 1/12 Cav from BIRD te base camp by'Ajb
and became attached te lst Bde upen arriving back in base camp et 1200. A squad

vom 1/5 Cav wes patrolling vie DRE05827 when it engaged at 0730 hrs an unknown
gize enemy forcee B Cc mrved te relieve pressurc on the squad but when they arr-
ived at the scene they found that the squad had been overran. As a result of the
actirn A & B Ccs conducted an air assault inte LZ LEE (DR611768) and LZ LINDA
(LR79%768) end ottacked nerth dewn the ridge line to vic (DR790810). At this loc-
atirn beth eemmnics linked up and ceme under sniper fire frem the surrcunding
high grounds 4 & D compnics proparcd tr emnd the night at the sbeve leeaticns
2/8 Cav was disposed with 2/8 () Cav at Cuff, C Cc at GLOVE and i Cc at e hos~
pital area lecoted vic (DRB63615). I Cc wes pir lifted te a position scuth of 4
Co ond attacked north tr link up with 4 Co attacking sruthe In the drive 4 Cc
captured 8 cascs of 84 ammo, 1 x 12.7mm AA guny 1 x 50 cal MG mount, 5 cans of
nedical supplics, and one surglcal kit. :

12. Resultst

as The roesults of the eperation were as folleowss

Encmy Losses
KLin (BC) KIa (EST) WIA wLi (EST ves  ¥ce VA
339 409 8 1023 25 17 1

Equipment capturcd frem the enemy: 86 x 8lm mtr rds, 10 x 57om RR rds, 25 gre-
nadeg, 39% tens of rice, 8 cases of Si amme, ruck sacks, 15 lbs of demo, mines,

7 x AKA - 47, 2 RPD IMG, 3-SKS, 1-BR-40, 3 x 8lmm ntrs, 1 x 75 RR, 4 x 57um RR,
1 x 60pm mtry, 2 x 8lmm biped, ¥ x IMG, 4 M1 rifles, 5 M1 carbinocs, 1l 9m p?stcl’
4 BiR's, 3 MG, 1 x 12.7 44, 1 x 50 cal mt, medical supplies, 1 surgical kite

be Friendly Lcsscss
KA MIA
46 211

13. Administration Mattcrs: Ldministration motters for this pericd are carried in
the after actirn ropert of WHITE WING. .

14. Comandoxrs fnalysiss : - - -
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as During "BAGLES CLAWY 2@ Dde units inflicted many casunlties cn the cnemy.
Iy the number of heavy weaprns captured and dostrryed it is felt that 2d Dde units
destrryed & heavy weaprna Dattalicn in the vic of LZ PITE and inflicted great leg-
les on a Regt Hq in the IRON TRIANGLE arean. The extensive use of arty and TAC air
inillicted great losses on the enemy the exact number will prebably newer be known,
hawever from bleed trails, end blerdy bandages found through cut the ares of oper-
aticns indicetes that the enemy suffered more casualties than astually were coun-
ted,

bo Dua tc the mevement detedted by 2/5 cn the night of 20 FPeb and 1j5 en 21
Feb at PETL end block #3 it is folt that the enemy slipped cut of the area in
emall 2 tc 3 man grrups. Fucther the reguirment to withdrew friendly trocps 8,000
meters frem the aren during a D-52 strike alsc permitted the enemy tc leave *he
arca pricr tn the strike at 1600. It is felt thet the enemy left the area cover a
pericd of three daye in small greupe using small little used traile or moving
cress country. Suspected direction of mevoment was tr the Weste

15. Reccpmendaticnst That the requirment to withdraw great distances during a
L-52 strike be reviseds That units always cerry M-72 LAW inte ccmbat. That ges
magks be carried in Bn train to be available feor immediate usos

FOR THE CQMMANDER3

VINCENT A PﬂC
Maj, Inf
Adjutan
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