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J!Ei\D'~U ARTEl:l.S 
2D BIlW;iliE, JST GAVALllY DIVI:3IO!:l (AIR) 

APO 1-'S FORCES S'i' 45'0 

AVGBB-C 

SUBJECT: Combat after acticn report. 

TO: Commanding General 
1st Air Cay Div 
ATTN: G3 
1~0 US Forces 96490 

• 

16 Maroh 1966 

1. Name and type of Operation: "EAGIES CLfM", search and destroy. 

2. Datils of Qperatior,l 16 Feb - 27 Feb 1966. 

3. Loo;:,.t},91l;' BINH DINH Provienoe bounded by ooord BR6060, BR6095, BR9060, BR9095. 

4. 0'2",.-:.01 or Command Headquarters: 2d Bde, 1st Air Cay Div. 

6. Task Orgapization: 

~Cav 
TJ,CP 
2/5 Cay 
TJ,CP 
2/12 Cav 
T"CP 

7, Slmporting Forces I 

Bde Control 
1/77 ilrty 
C i. Tl1 #41 
TIll 13th Sig 
WGather TIll 
2d Fwd spt 
T,.CP 

2d Plat B Co 8th Engr 
2d Plitt 545 }1P Co 
10 RRU TIll 
IPW/CI TIll, 191 MI 
Trp B 1/9 Cay OP CON 

a. During thG Operation E"GIES CLAW the 1/77 Arty provided direot support arty 
to units o.f the 2d Bde. These fires were reinforced by 1/30 lll:ty (155) and 6 If and 
175mm gun Battalions positioned at PONY & DUCK. Extensive use was made of arty 
during the enUre operation to prepare LZ1s and to prepare Obj aree.s. Perhaps the 
most distinguishing characteristic of the entire operation was the almost exolus­
ive use of arty to oonduct H&I at night over tho IRON TRIANGIE e.rea. During the 
hoight of the campaign between 200-500 rds of all types were fired into the area 
each night, 

b. Ti,C f.ir support was provided by the 2d dr Div. Extensive use of TAC air 
was used to prepare LZ with napalm, WI' IlIld frag bombs. Extensive usc of 1.m CAP 
was used through out the period to strike at pockets of enemy resistance. A totel 
of 30 sorties were flown during the first 6 days of the operntion. 1.lmost one 
third of these sorties were usod on LZ preparation. Also during the operation SAC 
provided a B52 strike on 21 Feb at 1600 on the IRON TIU1.NGIE. The attack was made 
by two flights (If three 1I/c eaoh. Target coverage was excellent. 

c. Tho 227th lJ!B provided the necessary lift capability for tho Bdo to acoomp­
lish its assaigned mission. The 226th HE provided the Bdo with the cnpabi1ity 10 
displaao arty into inaccGssqble areas and to resupply foward units in bulk. 

6. Intelligence, 

a. The initial intelligoncG received for EAGIES CLAW was timely and in most 
cases accurate. Locations o.ud identifications of enemy units were quiz0d from a 
capturecl NVi. Battalion Commander. J.s units of the brigade b<lcrune hGavily engaged 
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SUBJECT: Combat after aotion report. 

in the IRON TRIJiNGIE area the intelligence pictu.ro oontinued to be kept current from captured prisoners, documents, and weapons. The infcrmation gained from VCSla normally oonfirmed estimates of enemy units engaged. 

b,. Intelligence from the oaptured battalian oC'mr.lander caused the initial movement of troops into the area. The presence of many heavy weApens, oommunica·· ti"ns c2lllplexes and the intensity o,f fighting in the area resul tad in tho deploy­ment of threo bns and culminated in a B52 strike and sweep of the area of oper­ations. Tho SOlTG EIElI River flows in a SW-S direction through the heHrt 0f the Rrea of operations. The river VAlley is covored with elephant grass five to six feet high'and is drminated by the HO SON Mountains which nre heavily forrested. The area was so dense with jungle growth that landing ~ones were extremely limit­ed in size and number. Intense AW fire was received fram well dug-in pasiticns up to md in oluding .50 cal oaohineguns. Maneuver uni ts were also sub je ct to in­tense 570m reooiless rifle and ncr tar fire indicating the presence of A heavy weapons unit. Based upon the defensive positians and the number and types of weap~ns enoountered, it was estimAted that eleElents of the 93rd and 95th Ens of the QUEYDT CHIEN (2VC) Regt and elements of the Regt Headquarters and weapans En were on::;-c.god in the "IRON TRIANGIE". In lldc1iti0n, enemy radio transmissians were i interoeptod indicating the presence of a major type headquarters or control unit. ; Infn!"", c~v"rago was used throughout the area which further oonfirmed a heavy , cono(m~rc.tion of hot spots :in the area. Several thousand raunds of arty and approx·, il:le.tel..v 20 sorties of TilC air and Rerial rockets were fired into tho area. J,.11 of the abovo described fire power inoluding the B52 strike was neoessary to prevent hellvy ~~sualties t~ the infantry which had attacked the area fr~m three direotions on tho two previaus days. Because of the lateness of the strike (1600 hrs) suff­icient d~ylight did not romain for immediate sweeping of the target area. As a resu1 t, tho enemy was afforded the oP1'0rtuni ty b drag away his w~uncle(l t'.nd re­oover uw.ny of his dead. Evidence of oany do':cl in the area WP,S dotootocl by tho stench of dead VC bodies in the area whioh oc,vered the entiro ve.lloy fl~or. 

o. Oporations wi thin the "IRON TRIANGIE" area dellt severe losses to two Bns of the QUYET CHIEN Regt, (93rd and 95th) and to elements of the regt headquarters. Results of the 1.lHlTE WING Operation in tho IRON TRI,;NGLE (15-21 Fob) arC' as f"l­lows I 

(1) Personnel losses (2) \'leai)OnS and Eguiyll1ent (3) Other Ma torial Ic:t,~ 33'( SRA 5 Rioe ~ 38 tens n' (EST) 407 JJ( 6 Cmb t Packs 20 
~\_.~J.I. 

Illi, 4 IMG 5 Hand GrenacLes 'Zf IlIA (EST) 1009 Hines 6 l'jj,nes 5 VCC 15 US 111 Carbines 4 5 '(rrun lImmo 10 VC/NVA 19 US Ml Ri.fles 4 8lmm Jlrnruo 84 vcs 23 Jj.A Ilpn 1 82mm Jlmr.lo 5 60mm l10rtar 1 SA Jumno 8 Cases 8lLml 110rtar 3 Plastic Gas Mask 
82Jn1;l Mortar 1 Surgj.onl Equip (oomplet" 40mra Rkt Loh 1 with instruments) 
57rnm RH 5 Heelical supplies 
Haunt .50 Cal 1 
75mm RR <' 
US BiJl ~ 

9mm Pistol 1 
SHG 4 
US .30 Cal ~1G 1 

9. Mission: 2d Ede attacks SI,{ in zone of tho Div JlO to :find, fix and clcstroy NVl1"VC f.crces. 

10. Ccncopt :)f Operation!ll. 

a. 2d Dele attarlcs SI{ with two Dns tc, seize objeotives COIL & RECOIL. One lln establishes blocldl'g positions vic RECOIL and another battalion attacks U from 
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COIL driving the ener~y into prGpared blocking positions. A third battalion held 
in reserve to be used as a reaction and reserve foroe and to proteot the BdG base 
and arty in the vic PONY. 

11. Execution: 

a. Operation ]<J"GIE CL:,w oomt1enoed with a T;lC .Air strike on Obj COIL (DR820 
165) followed by a twenty minute arty prep whioh showered the Obj e.rea ~li th 930 
rds. l.t 0948 the first lift of C Co lifted off from TWO BITS (BH848955) and air 
assaulted into COIL at 0958 hrs. By 1112 hrs the entire Bn had olosed into COIL 
and A & 13 and C Cos moved out from the LZ to searoh out assigned aro('\s. No enOlJY 
oontcot was made, however two dee.rl VC wore found vic BR814191 e.nd 5xBlmn mtrs rds 
were found abandoned by the enemy. B 1/11 l.rty wns air lifted into COIL by CH41 
after the area had been seourec'. by the infantry. At 0800 hrs ~5 Cav beoame att­
aohed to 2d Bde fr"m 3d llde. The same A/C wore used to carry 2/5 Cav as were to 
carry 1/5 Cav into Obj COIL. ilt 1200 hrs tha arty fired a twenty minute prep on 
LZ JOJ]! (BR778718) with 669 rds. At 1220 hrs tho i'irst lift of C 2/5 lifted off . 
from PONY (:JR800840) landing in RECOIL (ilR160145) at 1230 hrs. The TIn oloso(l. the 
LZ at 1352 hrs. C Co was lifted out of JOE and seized LZ MIKE (BH112763) to round 
out all blocking positions. 2/12 Cav acting on informati'cn obtained from a POi, . 
sent 7] Co f"rom SIX BITS (BR848102) to search for a largo oave vio DS841048. At. 
1445 rus D Co found the oa.ve whioh was Iilivided int~ several chambers e.nd was 
large enough to hold two c0mpanies. Cave was destroyed by an engr dono squad. 
2/12 Cavuti1izing UHlD's and CH41's began to nove from SIX BITS to PONY. The TIn 
01000(1 PONY at 2000 hrs. A Co, tho first oC'mpany to arrive at PONY nlC'ved into a· 
blocking position SE of PONY vio DRB24822 for the night. 

b. On 17 Feb at 06)0 arty fired a TOT int0 the area between COIL and RECOIL 
expending s~me 431 rds, :, & Il Co attackocl Hest C'n sorerate axis towc.rc1 blocks 
set up at bbck #1 anit LZ HIKE anel PETE by clements of 2/5 Cav. 2/5 Ccw attacked 
to seize LZ PETE with DCa. D Co made ccntaot at 0915 vic BH768748 with an estim~ 
ated V.Q Co with heavy wpns ane, large nunbGr of Alv. il. & C Co nOVGel S~l fron LZ 
MIKE to help B Co and D Co 2/12 was attachoel to 2/5 Cav tc help tho situation. 
Co J 2/12 landed at an LZ DIt155144 and innedially oame under fire. i..rty am', T,~C 
,iir was used to support th.e ground trocps. JJy 1800 hrs the cncny haec broken con- i:\ 
taot. llesults of the sharp actiC'n were 127 VC KI!!. (nc) and 100 VC Kli. (EST), also ,-
oaptured and destroyed were 3x81mm mtrs, 4X57mm RR, 1x75mm RR, 15x81mm mtr rds 
end 10X51mm RR rds. The entire area was laced with comma wire, bunkers and defen­
sive positions and numerous trails. From heavy weapons, the heavy AW fire reoeiv­
ed and the network of bunkers and comma wire and telephones in the area it was ~ 
determined that 2/5 Cav had attacked and destroyed a Heayx W,,8:pO£S llyl", A Co 2/12 
Cav at the blooking position S of PONY (BR823823) cam~-unaer-1ieavy enemy attack 
by an estimated VC Co at 0415 hrs. in the morning. .Arty and Smokey tho"Bear were 
used in support of the Co, enomy broke oontact at 0100 hrs. When the enemy with­
drew they left on the battle field 15 VC KIA (BC), 20 VC KIA (EST), and 11 WIA 
(EST), also found were 5 AK-41s, )5 Kit Carbines, 2 HPDLMG, and one BR 40mm rock­
et launoher, 10 field packs, 2000 rds of SA ammo and 38'grenades, Friendly lossos 
in the engagement were 1 KIA and 4 I.LI. 

c. On 18 Feb 2/5 Cav experienoed some oontaot with the enemy attempting to 
flee the area. From 111000 Feb until 180600 Feb a total of 111 arty missions were 
fired oxpending a total of 819 rds. These missions were fired into stream beds, 
trails and other likely avenues of escape for the VC from the RECOIL area. In 
conjunction with an extensive H&I program, " Sookey ~le Be&r d~ru~ed flares over the 
area to further reduce enemy movement in the arEla . , 

Elements of 2/5 Cav continued to sweep the nren of LZ PETE' and JIM 
to looate and destroy abandoned enemy eqUipment. Enemy oontaot romained light 
e.nd sporaclic through out the day. At'1845 11 Co air assulted into blooking positions 
Equipment looe.ted e.nd destroyed by 2/5 Cav wero two tons of rice, 51.T mines, 2 M14 
mines, a large amount of snall aros anmo, 1:x82 Illl!l mtr and bipoc., 4:x82mm rds, a rkt 
launoher ?nd two containers of anna. 1/5 Co.v continued to attfl.ck Ilost tQward the 
blocks established by 2/5 Cav, ,i & B and engaged with sporadio individual VC while 
moving to link up with 2/5 Cav at 1205 hrs 3rd plt of B Co becaoe onge.ged with an 
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estimated Co size force vic BR77975 7. At 1350 hrs 2nd plat of A Co became 
engaged in the same vic. Arty and TAC Air was called in to engage the enemy 
posi1;,ions. At 1530 hra the two platoons were still pinned down byelCtreamely 
heavy All fire being placed on them from weU positioned bunkers and emplace­
ments. ~5 Cav maneuvered A & B Co (-) to help the two pinned down platoons. 
Tho~wo ocmpanies remained heavily engaged with the enemy until dark at which 
time they were able to break contact and retrieve their dead and wounded from 
under the enemys guns. A Co closed back into block #3 (BR"(78750) for the night, 
B Co closed into LZ MIKE. From the volucn of heavy AW fire received and '"he num-
e:rous bunkers in the area it is estimated that A & B Co made conbct with a 
heavy weapons Bn. Once fri0!ldly troops were clear of the area arty fired cons­
tantly into the area for the remainder of the night, and Smlilkey the Boar pro-rld­
ed illumination to prevent the enemy from slipping out of the area. ~12 Cav 
continued to secure PONY and DUCK through out the day. At 1315 hrs 000 oonduct­
ed a raid into LZ GENE (BR185867) and GRAHllJIl (BR783879) to olear the areI:'. of VC 
snipers who had been firing at 11/0 in the aren. The rf'.id netted 1 VO KIA, 3 VCS 
and two weapons. 

d. On 19 Feb 2/12 Cav was ordered to LZ SilM (BR143733) and then oonducted 
attacks toward Obj Z) (BR150733) and- 21 (BR132159). At 1430 hrs 2/12 Cav air 
liflNd into SlIM closing at 1549 hrs. i. 00 2/5 becnoe attached to 2/12 Cav. No 
enemy conto.ot was made however abandoned equipnent was found through out the 
arGo.. 0 Co 2/5 and B Co 2/12 cOOll!lenoed a parallel sweep froo PETE to LZ .::.tlM. 
At 0910 0 00 2/5 made conto.et with an estioated VO plat, B Co 2/12 maneuverod to 
atteopt to flank the platoon and. be-oru:lo engaged with an enemy platoC'n. Both 
ooupanies broke oontact while arty and TAO Air was called in to- rake the area. 
Both units oaneuvered to the high ground and conducted a ooordinated attack 
against the enemy positi ens causing-the enomy to Ilecome dislogged and withdraw. 
The action resulted in 36. va KIA (BO) ~.nd the capture of misc equip. 1/5 Cav 
after closing inte their blocking positions the night before, was ordered to 
attack with 0 00 attacking west and A 00 to link up with 0 Co vic BR186151 and 
the two companies attack west into the IRON TRIANGLE area. B Co was ordered to 
place three blocks around LZ MIKE to prevent the enemy fram slipping out. At 
1500 hrs 1;. & C Companys linked up and attacked west down the ridge line nth 
o 00 leading at l6.~5 hrs. 0 00 made oontaot in the area of the. IRON TRIANGLE 
(BR78,758) with heavy AW fire from weel prepared positions. Contact remained 
heavy until dark when once again A & 0 Oompanies broke contact and evacuated 
their wounded. 1. Co returned to block #3 while 0 Co returned to BR781151 to 
take up defensive positions. 

e. On 20 Feb 2/5 Cav continued to c:)nduct local patrols in the vic of 
Lz PETE. Lim ted action was oade with 4 rifle men and one other VO in widely 
seporo.tod inste:nces. VO were taken under fire but escaped. During the night 
of 19 Feb two companies detected ooveoent to their front but when illumination 
was fired into area nothing was observed. 2/12 Cav patrolled in the vic of LZ 
SAM while C Co attacked and seized Obj 20 and returned to SlIM. Light contact 
was experienced by the patrols operating out from SAM. At 1050 hrs tho FOcon 
plat of 2/12 Cav oonducted an air assault into LZ JOHN (BR133159) on Obj 22 
followed by A 00 2/12 Oav. Reoon plat secured the LZ while one plat A Co attac­
ked south to Obj 21 and one plat attacked north and k Co (-) remained at BR 
129146. Three hundred meters from the LZ 1st plat A Co engaged three snipers. 
At the sane time A 00 (-) come under a strong attack by a est VO ccmpany armed 
wi th e.n unusal number of AW. 1st plat returned to relieve pressure on the com- J 
pany CP and after three determined attacks the eneny withdrew. At 1900 hrs the 
enemy bro#ke con tact leaving

l 
23 dered in. front OfIRAO~OTRs PI,oiJ~J.G· tLEions. 1.

t
OO rCLlL\ined . 

at block 3 and sent one p atoon baok J.nto the , .. ! i , !'.rea 0 recover 
bo~ios of troops killed the dp~ before. B 00 reoained in blocking poAitions 
around LZ MIKE .• 0 00 attnck"d the eneny strong point vic BR784758 after 0. heavy 
!l.1:ty prep but 0110e again was stopped by heavy ooncentrated fire power frm well 
constructed positions. Tho conpany wi th(\rew to their assigned position and arty 
onoe again p.egan to pound the area. 
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f. On 21 Feb 2/5 Cav c~mducted local patrols around PETE and at 1146 began 
move~ent to block #2 SO as to clear the area Ground the IRON TRIANGLE for a B-52 
atbck later in the day. 2/12 Gav remained. at LZ S1J1 and JOlIN on Obj 22 and con­
ducted local patrols vic of the two LZ's, no ene~y contact was ~de. 1/5 Gav con­
ducted one plat probe with G Co into the IRON TRIJiNGLE area in the early morning. 
The plat once again received heavy Ali fire from the eame positions as before. The 
plat withdrew after which A,B & C Gonpanies were extracted frem their posit.i0ns 
around. the IRON TRIlINGJE and returned to PONY. At 1001 bra the first flight of 
3 B-52s droPJ?ed their bombs on the IRON TRIlINGIE and at 1607 brs the second flight 
of th.r.ee dropped their bonbs on the area. At 1614 bra an A/G (trapped 300 GS gre­
nados on the Obj area tofter which arty fired a prep as 1/5 Gav air assaulted into 
LZ SOCKER (BR794756) with B Co securing the LZ for the Iln. The En closed at 1755 
brs. Recon plat secured blook #1 at Obj COIL while A & C Co attacked west toward 
the IRON TRIJiNGLE area. 2/5 Cav in oonjunotion with 1/5 Cav air assaulted back 
into LZ PETE to set up blooking positions while the recon platoon seized blook #3. 
At 1711 brs another CS drop was nade over the obj area. By dark A & C Co were up 
to the,edge of the obj area where they held up for the night. Smokey the Bear 
provided illuoination during the night while arty fired some 748 rds into the area. 
II psywar loudspeaker ship flew over the area urging the VG to surrender and safe 
conduct ,11£ls8es were dropped. 

g. On 22 Feb 1/5 Gav attacked on into the IRON TRIANGLE area. They encount­
ered no resistance but found 41 bodies and several TIMG's and weapons tbrough out 
the, area. ll1ao found were numerous bunkers, foxholes, trenches and defensive pos­
itions indicnting a large force was housed in the area at one time. Upon complet­
ing their sweep of the area 1/5 Gav was lifted back to PONY closing at 1610 brs. 
2/5 Cav conducted a sweop from LZ PETE to LZ SllM and then lifted out of the pos­
i tion Sl.M to position DUCK. 2/12 Gav patrolled vic of SioM and JOIDl fine ling some 
8lm:! mortar ammo and 6 Ibs of dl!J:lo equipment. j,t 1300 2:/12 Cav noved back to PONY 
by CH47. 

h. 1/5 Cav and 2/12 Cav remained at PONY during the day and conductod main­
tenance on equipment and conducted> local patrols. 2/5 Cav remained at DUCIC and 
conduote(: maintenance of equirlllent. At 1450 brs 2/5 Gav reoeived 1M fire at s 
bathing point which wounded 4 personnel. A Co was sent to clear the area and 
killed 5 VC who tried to escape from the area. 

i. On 24 Feb 1/5 Gav and 2/12 Cav remained at PONY and continued to conduct 
maintenanco of equipment. Lt Col Lynn received connnand of 2/12 from Lt Col Engram 
while Lt Col l{ytle assumed command of 1/5 from Lt Col Ackerson. 2/5 Csv ra~ined 
at DUCK an<', conducted maintenance of equipment. 

j, On 25 Feb 2/12 Cav secured ?ONY and oonducted one company search and 
destr.oy nission in zone north along the river. 1/5 Cav conducted sweep and destroy 
operations in zone. At 1125 brs L Co 1/5 using 12 UHLD's adr assaulted into LZ 
SLUG (BR860867) followed by B Co and the recon plat. A Co attacked to seize obj 22 
(illl867873) while reoon seized 21 (BR871869) and B Co seized 20 (BR874859). All 
units woro lifted back to PONY at 1800 brs. No enemy contact was made during the 
operations. 2/5 Cav oonducted a tbree oompany ororation in the nountains to the 
east ff PONY. 2/5 Cav air assaulted in LZ BILL (BR850849) and PAT (BR861843). A Co 
landect at l'AT and while B Co secured l'AT C Co attacked anel seized LZ MIKE (BR873 
844). Tho only contact was made with the recon platoon who took two VC under fire 
who quickly fled the area. A Co found a 34 ton rice cache at BR831834. 2/5 Cav 
olosed back into I'ONY with C Go remaining at LZ MIKE to act as a blocking forca 
for 1st Bde Operations to the south. 

k. On 26 Feb 2/5 Cav continued to secure DUCK while A Co secured 0. rica cache 
so that it could be evacuated. C Co re~ined in blocking positions at j,'l;T and MIKE 
and oonducted local patrolling. 2/12 Cruv conducted one conlan.y air assault into 
LZ vic BR753884 whioh then patrolled south to seize obj BILL. The recon plat pat­
rolled s0uth along the river two thousand meters and returned to l'ONY. B Co moved 
to TVlO nITS to provide se ouri ty for the log base. ]/5 Cav oonduoted an air assau-
1 t back into the IROn TRIltNGLE area by lane ling at LZ MIKE after a tan minute arty 
preparation. A and G cf'np8lllies attacked toward the obj area with B Go trailing. 
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A speoial Engr Demo team accompanied 1/5 Cav into the area to aid in blowing uk< 
bunkers and fortifications. 1/5 found elaborate camp sites with underground 
stoves and bunkered huts. There Here indications that tho Gnemy had been back 
into the area to bury their dead and policG up lost equipnent.l/5 Cav found a 
total of 6 new graves in the area, but littlp equipnent. 1/5 Cav Has lifted back 
to PONY closing at 1657 hrs. . . 

1. On the? 27th of Feb 1/5 provided a one platoon blocking fC'rcG at 'YILL for 
2/5 Cav and one platoon as a blocking foroe at P.i.T to assist 2/8 CaN. 2/5 Cay 
oonducted an air as saul t into NEAL with A 1.n.d B oompanies. A Co attaoked nC'r.th up 
the ridge line toward WILL wile B Co attaoked to se?ize obj 3. No enemy contaot 
was made during the operati ~n. C Co was replaoed at P].T by a platr-rn of 1/5 8.'1d 
"as lifted tc- ~lEIu. to beoome the Bn reserve. 2/5 Cav closed int<' DUCK at 1730 hrs. 
2/12 Cav provided seourity for PONY. At 1410 brs A Co moved to H.ll.1 tc seoure arty 
praitions f"r Operatirn BIJ.CK HORSE and C Ct' moved te GEORGE tl' also seoure arty. 
2/12 Cay returnGd tc T\.,rO BITS. At 271800 Feb 1/8 Cav and 2/8 Cay were attached to 
the 2d Dde fer Operation BLACK HORSE, wilG 1/12 Cay oame under <'peratiC'ne.l oC'n­
trel of 2d IJdo for mClVemGnt cnly. 

m. On 28 FGb 2/12 Cav mcwed to TWO BITS from posit:ipns around PONY. 1/8 Cay 
remained at GEORGE in preparation for B1ACK HORSE. 2/5 Cay remained at DUCK and 
alsC' p2'Gparcd fC'r Operation BL..~CK HORSE. 1/12 Cav .frClll :BIRD to bA.se oamp by Ale 
and beoame attachod to 1st Bdo upon arriving ba.ck in baaG camp at 1200. A squad 
.f:-:oo 1/5 C:w was patrolling vic IJR805827 wen it engaged at OnO hrs an unknOHll 
size enemy f('rce. B Co moved tC' relievo pressure rn the squad but when thoy arr­
ived at the soono thoy found that the squad had been ovorr~n. As a result of the 
acti".'! A & IJ Cos ccnducted an air assault intr 1Z 1EE (IJR8ll788) and 1Z 1INDt. 
(DR79~788) and attacked n~rth d~wn tho ridge line to vic (BR790810). At this loc­
ati<'n brth crmlltnies linkod up Ill1d come under sni~er fire frC'!!l the surr0unding 
high grC'und. A & IJ c('1!lp1nios propared tC' sIDnd the night at the ab<'Ve 1rcation. 
2./8 Cav was disposed with 2/8 (-) Cav at Cuf.f, C Co at GLOVE and i. C0 at a hos­
pital aroa lrcated vic (nR863815). B Co was air lifted tC' a prsitirn sruth C'.f A 
C<' and at"tacked north tr liDk up with J. Co atta.cking 9"uth. In the drivo 1, Cc 
captured 8 cas os o.f SA ammo, 1 x l2.7mm All. gun, 1 x 50 cal MG mount, 5 cans 0.f 
medical supplies, and one surgical kit. 

12. Results, 

a;. The results e.f the rperation wore as frllow81 

Enemy 10sses 

KIiI. (BC) KIA (EST) WIA W!J1. (reT) !Q§. !QQ m 
339 409 8 1023 25 17 1 

Equipment captured .from the enemyl 86 x 8lnn:J mtr rds, 10 x 57mm RR rds. 25 gre­
nades, 3% trns C'.f rico, 8 cases of sr. amI:lC, ruck sacks, 15 lbs C'f domo, minos, 
7 x /J{J.'. - 47, 2 RPD LMG, 3-5KS, l-BR-40, 3 x 8lmm mtrs, 1 x 75= RR' 4 x 57mm RR, 
1 x 60mm mtr, 2 x 8lmm biped, 3 x LMG, 4 Ml rifles, 5 Ml corbines, 1 9J:Im pistel, 
4 Bl.R1s, 3, SMG, 1 x 12.7 .Ali., 1 x 50 cal ot, medical supplies, 1 surgical kit. 

b. Friendly 10S808'1 

13. Administration Mattersl l.dministraticn oc.ttcrs f0r this pe:r.iC'd arG carried in 
tho after nctirn rcprrt cr-WHITE WING. 

14. pommanders .An~J.Y~ 
( 6 1"1 j:: I J) E 1\/ Tlf7 I.... 
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AVCl31l-C 
Cor',1 r-, :JEN II !+L 

16 March 1966 
SULJECTI Combat after action roprrt. 

a. During II~GLES CL.-M" 2d Dde units inflictod many casualties on the enemy. 
Dy tho number C'f heavy weapons captured Md dostr~yed it is felt that 2d Dde units 
destrryed a hoavy weap~ns Dattalirn in the vic rf LZ PETru and inflicted great 108-
les rn 11. Regt Hq in the IRON TRIil.NGLE area. Tho extensive use rfarty and TAG aix 
ini'llicted great losses ('n the enemy the exact number will prrbably newer be knrwn, 
hawGVor frrm blrrd trails, I'..nd blrf'dy bMdages frund thr('ugh rut the area of opar­
atirns indicates that the enemy suffered rn('re casualties thnn actually were coun­
ted. 

bo Duo tr the mrvemont detodted by 2/5 on the night C'f 20 Feb 1l!l1 1/5 ,~n 21 
Fob a'~ PETE, and block I?> it is felt that the enemy slipped out cf tho area in 
soall 2: tc 3 mnn grrups. F~thor the roquirmont te withdraw friendly trcrps 8,000 
metors from the area during a D-52 strike alse permitt.ed the enomy te leave the 
aroa priC'r to the strike at 1600. It is felt that the enemy left the area over a 
poricd rf throa d~s in small grrups using small little used trails cr moving 
cress ocuntry •. Suspeoted directicn rf movement was· tr the West. 

15. Rec.crnrnendatiC'ns1 That the roquirment to withdraw gFeat distances during a 
Il-52: strike b€ revised. That units alw~s cerry ~1-72 LAW into oornbat. That gas 
masks be carried in Iln train to be available frr immediate use. 

:E'OR THE CCMMiJ.NDERI 
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