CONFIDENTIA W }*/
HEADQU.RTHERS '
2D BRIG.DE, 18T CaV.IRY DIVISIOF (AIR)
_ APO US FORCES 96490
AVCBB3=C 16 ilarch 1966

SUBJ=CY s Combat Uperations After Actien Roport

T0. Gomananding Genoral
~at aix Cav Div
Anls G3

20 Us ¥arces 96497

1. Fame and Type of Operetion: Operation HaBHER and JHITE wING, Search and Destroy,

2. Dates of Oporaticns 2 Feb 66 - 15 Teb 65

Y 3. Lec tieps BIT DINH Proviince boundod by ccord BR7070,329990,BR7030,B£993N,

A. Gontrnol er liitnand Headquarters: 24 e, lst air Cav Div

5. Repording Ufficcrs Col Villiam R lynch

6. fask lrgenizations

1/5 Cav Bdo Control
TuCp Tm 245 YFsyops Ce vo B Bth ingr
2/5 Cav 10th RRU Tm ond ¥lat 545 lir Co
TP Jeather Tm I/ CL “m, 191 KT
2/12 Gay 2¢ Fwd Spt Trp 3 1/9 Gav Ci: CON
TaCr . 0L0P Ca D ,;;'I'.].l

Naval Gunfize 5pt ™m Tm 13th Sig

/77 ixty

Te Bupvorting Forecsss

a. During Opsratien Ma3TER & VHITS JING 1/77 Arty provided direct arty support
to the Battalione within tho Bde. this fire suprort was augmented by 1/30 srty
(155) anc 175mm gun and 8" in goncral support arty battalions. Hxtensive wuso of
arty was usad to prepare all landing zones prior to the assault landings of ground
troops by helicopter. 4t night oxteneive wec of H & I fires were uscd to suyprosa
enomy wovoment. These fires were placod on trails, stroam bzde, and probablc asse-
mbly arcas. Evidenco of tho siccess of this program can be secn by hlood trails,
blocdy bandagcs, and clothing found along trails, in the oceves and in amall iscla-
ted hote through out the arca. Whenover a battalion moved to the edge of the range
1limit of thce 105mm How a battory was placcd with the battalion to provide dircet
suv»ort to tho battalion ceonecorncd. This can be so.n in 1/5 Gav's vnove to LIOW
(BR740105) and 2/12 Cav's move to RU3BIS (9R835072), and STX 3ITS (Bu848102), It
may zlso be noted that tho battorics always steyed within mutural sup ort of cach
other thus insuring masscé concontratsd firopowor if any onc battalion bose arca
caie untor ottacks In adoition 24 Bac was also sup orted with a Favel gunfirc
susprrts toosl yroviding 5‘%58 ship to shore Faval gunfire support.

by L.0 oir support was providod by the 24 idr Dive 7.0 adr was uscé to proparc
5 GLr.uR ¥ & 5 prior to tho stert of thc arty proparation. The type ordenance
uscd wag 500 G, naplam, 250 frag and /<. Jhrough out the wntirs period of Opire
ation ~Zis MG T.C air was on 4IR CsP or ground alzrt. whonever a tergst pro-
sentot dtself a strike was callod in on torgets, The resction time verisd from a
forr wwimotos for ﬂ/C alrcody in the arca fo 30~45 min if thoy were ¢ 11ué from
atrin alurts All's provide the bost ground sup, - re duc to the lo-¢ thoy carry and
T lovzth of time they cen sty on targot. smokoy the Fcar was on =trip alert er
in $h edr ever $he arce snch night for use by the bottslions should thoy bocems
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CONFIDENTIAL 7

AVCB3-C 16 March 1966
SUBJSCY: Combat af ter acticn renort, :

¢c. The 227th AlB proviced the Bde with tho necessary lift capability 4o
accoiplish its assigned mission, The numbor of-@/C proviced varicd from day to
day nécording to the tactical situation. The 228th AHB provided the oa Bde with
the heavy Wifye capability to disylgee . arty and heavy loads of equivmont. The
CHAT e ntzo usoed to transvort troops 4o and from sccurad arcas, The CIH 4 wasg
usce ko displace the 155ma how batterics as raguired,

Co Civil ffairs

(1, Concral - Duzing operation WHDED i G BAGIE UL ang M UK HCRQ$
extensive i activities wore accomplished by one Prigrde Clvil ~ffairs Team -+
41; In reCabl o, Py Jar wos used to a la;ge GXLQQt to cpntro% refug@g movc_
ment and during tactical opcrations using Give To gng "Bafe Jonduct Pamgi
lea: lets €0 o svoat degree. . total of 3175 rofus, ses trare svacuated from come-
oat sreoe bo the saf 2ty of district officials curing these Okerations. Capturcd

o

cividdon anpule cvacuation totaled 51.5 trns of rice and 13 tons -f salt. Thraec
(3) toas of ricc were cegireyed during all thres Uperaiicns,

(2 riitatary Civie sction/Uperstiong

(v Luring uperation WAITE I1G 2/5 day conductaed Yick Uall on 9

dab ot TG L L t%JT42120), # LOA VALLIY and troatad approxmatly 75 poranng

for mingr ilinvagos,

(b) n 6 Fob the o, Team condrctoc ick Call at FAUNG DU o+ 1 (B3R
886065;', 'treating 114 P tionts of which mly oo /1) was o shrepel wound,

(e) The Ca “ean wag airliftcd into Ut MUK (BR691138), en areq
securad by the sRVN abn Bde, This area was inhabitzd by the vC vefore sbn ele-
wents moved in and had no medieial attonticn for mere than % yoars, 4 200 meter
sectron of the town had heen wiped out by & B-52 strike recently.  Trestment
was conducted there over a three (3) day porisg trecting a total of 301 Viot-
namese, Seven (7) shrapnel wounds were rccorded, one (1) of whicl was evacuated
by chopier to BUig SUN bpecial Forces disponasary.,

(d) 1/5 Cav hele Sick Call with tho assistance of the G cem in
AP LU Valley on 10, 12, 13 Yebs, tirice cach tay, at coordinatcs (BR742120),
(25744105), (Bu738062). 4 total of 165 Victnamese wepo treated, to include four
(4) shreonel wounds.

(e) Saveral iick Calls were heold at the BUI.G $OF iefugee Camp on 22,
25 and 28 ieh by the Ca Team, Cne fundrod fifty sight (158) refugees woro treated
in <he absenge of the Camp Dispensary Chief.

(£f) ‘Vorking in 1T 4F District the Ca Toam held ik Call at IHO:
TR (33802856, BRBO2B56) on 24,25 and 26 1ob 66 and in the vicinity of (3Rs0
3885) on 1 and 2 iar 66, total. of 407 Visctnamese -rere treated, reeording one
(1) punji stake wound and one (1) shrapnel wound. fTwo (2) children were evace
uatcod to J0EQ SU Vispensary for lialmitrition and Tuberculosig,

(8) On 4 Mar 66 the vy Toam ves airlifted by UH-11) into Ly PAINT
(BR975957) to conduct medicial treatment and obtain any intelligencs information

for 1/8 Cav, Beventy-Six (76) persons were treated, Two (2) shrapnel wounds
were recorded.

(h) The following medicinl supplics wereg expended by the Ci Team
during cperations:

2350 ispirin ‘fablets g o oo
950 Malti Vitamin tablets

63 Penicillin, Procaine (vials)

2% Bacitracin Uintment (tubeg)
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVCBB-C y 7 16 lfarch 1966
4UaTECT:s  Combat after action report. . .
(c) © Company 1/8 Cav captured 79 .mplules of injectable Vitemin 3
12 (1co), 35 Vials Salicylate Sodium Glucose (50¢) and 500 aspirin teblets on
3 uap 65 a° coordinates BROT0930. Bupplies were given to BOLG 30¥F SF Lispensary.

8, Intellizences

a. .12 initial intelligence information received was volumnous and coupléte
with ove L.ya, however, the great majority of the information was not current.
liost of the intelligence that proved to he of valus wes gatharad by the battalions
end the 75 tzam attached to the brigade. Immediate utilization of information
onntained in locuments end gained through iterrogation often produced highly
sucegsrul rosults.

Y. Inioonetion sourees from the G2 section and the INH DIVH sector advisor
Tosrnd © the AK L0 Valley ares of operations was dominated by the VO and
1,4 me ambencive probes hed been made into the area by friendly forces in many
senrn. whe eres of operatirns was suspeoted to contain numerous caches, o VC
hesmital, and vossible regimental headquarters. 4srial photos, map study and
vieuel recomes ccanoe. revealed that the area of operations consisted of a rich
fortile valley *hrough which the Song in Leo River flows and which is dominated
by mowntein voclis and razor baock ridges. Numerous valleys and draws ware haavi-~
ly forested, providing many areas in which ooncealment from aerial observation
jg afforded. (bligue photos were found to be best for seleeting landing zones
and terranin appreciation. Aecause of the lack of vegetation on most high
ground and the valley floor, the selection of LZ's in moet cages wes not diffi-
cult, Infrared covereg: was used throughout the area and hot espots weres report-
ed on a timely basis, however, the hot spots rarely showed s pattern or concoen-
tration.

¢, waily air recommaissence, ground patrols and sweep operatione were oon-
ducted by 1/5 Cav, 2/5 Cav and 2/12 Cav in addition to eserial screening by 1/9
Cev. Results of these operations showed that large VC forces had ocoupied the
aren a few Cays prior, mt were no longer in the area in any large nunbars. .eve
eral large rice and salt ceches wore disoovored as wes one 46 bed hospitel with
medicil supplies. uestioning of VUs's and VuC's provided a wealth of informe
ation on past unit activities and unit iworale, but often too late to he acted
Uupon. :
? ~ Ragults of the iasdsR, HITE WilG operations (4-15 Feb) in the sN Li0 Valley
are as followss

(1) Perpopnel logses (2) Jsapons and lLiguipment (3) thex Materipls
KI. 47 HKA 5 RICE 84 tons
KTn {est) 122 aK 5 SALD 71 tons
Wi 12 RIFLiS 1 RIS 105mm 126
Jia (2st) 85 U8 M1 CsRUIiLE 2 RDS 60mm 40
Vg 20 CULIAAT P.lbS 50 H-ID GREN Dds 6
v/ BV 1 ASSURTMID AL 2000
Yus 492 IWPERY <l 34 bolts
, SuNAFY 2
D 35 1bs

#HRLTIG S0t 1
YEDICTAL SUPTLIE:
Goss

N

. -iosiont 24 Bde attacks in the N snd I/ zone of the DLiv .0 {BUKG LGL) o
find fix and destroy KVai/VC froces.
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CONFIDENTIAL b

AVCIB- 16 siarch 1945
pLAdLC: Jombat after cetiong roort.
214 mrythromyein tableta 655 Brown's Iijixture tablets
775 thloroquine 4ablets 185 sodium-salicylate tohlets
“0 Fiperzinetartrate tablets 113 Strptomycin (Vials)
<% .eficiency tablets 61 :iolymagma tabletg
. lentopen 3 wveromyein Apt Ointment
-2 boap 3ars 165 Gelucil tablets
“ (epacol Lozenges . 150 Tetroeyeline

25 Lodiumbicarbonate Yepvermit tablets
150 Hypocermic ieedles
150 Syringes
(3) ¥ublic selfare.,

(o) i Team i 12 distributed 25 gartons of Sweet Tart candy, 175 bars
! 500 vitamin pills,

b} 1/5 Cav issued the following eupplies during 8ick (all activitees
-+ cages of uilk

" Box of Vitamin pills (1000 tablets)

% Cartons of sweet Tarts

1 Carton of Clothing

(c) 2f5 Cev @istributed three (3) cartons of Sweet Parts and four {4)
cages of condenged milk,

(d) 2/12 Cav distributed twe (2) tone .of : captured rice to the
Vietnamese in MY 3IFH Villege (BRB43097),

(4) Captured Medieal Supplies,

(a) On 1 ilarch, . Co. 2/8 Cav capturse the following medicel suppliess

3 Bottles normal human Plasns 227 Vials Ins. Feniceillin
30 Vials Dextran ' 9 Vials vater
23 Vials Lormal waline 10 Vials Morphine (12¢c)
11 Capsules vurgical ut 25 Vials Vitamin 1
29 ea. Hypodermin Needles 24 Vigls inti-Tetanug Serum
3 ea. Syringes 20 Vials Campi to
5 1lbs &f Salt 2 Vials .tropine (2ec)
5 Vials Thiopental 1 ea. Tourniquet
2 ez. Tissue Jorcens 3 ea. Hemcstatic Forceps
1 2a. Sterilizap 13 Viels iateor mrification tabletsg

(b) “he following list ig g continuation of supplies captured by
L2/ v thet were turned over to 15 ied, Bn for field use:

2 ea. iake Hetractors 14 Towel Clamps (Backus)
2 eas Bullet Sxtractor Forksets Y Crilles Forceps

12 ea Curieg 108quite Hemostats 1 Melzenhoun 12 Scissors
1 Jone Holding Forcey 10 Str. Kelly Forceps

1 syelows Jlamp

- Curved Fercaps

¢ Ceuge Pad lnlding Forecps
welf Retaining Retrzctor 7ein Retracting Rakes
iztethoscope Rectal Spectrum

1 Bendage seissors
2
3
2
) 1
Crilles Curved Forceps 2 Intestinal TForceps
3
2
1
2

Bene Currette
~bdominal Hetractors

Longue Lespressors adson's Foreens
Tissue Forcoos Dressing Forceps
~lzsma (250¢c) Dextran

1 izedle .older eae« Jokers

T “TRY=3 ovy Retroctors
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CONFIDENTIAL

. AVOEB-C 16 llarch 1966
BUSL5G0 e Combat afYer action repert. , : o

Ce Congeps - Lpyrations

#e Do with three inf battalions seizes Bie¥s (BRE01151) ané GOLD {BRE56
2En) i s te block lVﬁ/VB‘forces frol escoping the coastal plains inte the
Ao T

by wicon wsicblishing a base at DRSS, 24 Bde allicks with two inf bns and one
norasame o svige the high grond Vv of the ¥ Lau v IL8Y and attacks = im con-
Juneticn w0 Marines attaking 5 to locate =uc destroy enamy forees within
the valiz-.

Saowomoensios of initiel obfectives 2d Bde wnits conduct search and destroy
Oper~ticus *i uuas to find -nd destroy the enemy, his supply bascs, rice caches,
and obae oo tosaments, ond aifes the return of AV government officzls to the
dlio s Lbiire weoravion BasHIR cdmmenced with ths movement of 2/§ CGav from the
Dby eme eene vear . RHE %o psn (ULD (B2856156) I of BONG SU. (m % fed 2/5 Cav
WEL 0wl Pe U gy on the Bagrier line and moved to BUG (BR875010) utilizing

29 Ovz sorbic:; Lro elesents beggn to arrive at DOG they were further moved to
GO0 by helicepter. The bn closed into GULD at 1730 hre. 24 Bdc CF moved 4o TWO
BITa‘(B1848955; trim sk KIS utiliging 3 CV2 sorties and truek CONVOYe

~e {n 4 T¢b at 0800 hrs 2d Bdc assumed control of 1/5 and 2/12 Cav. 2d Bde CF
et %0 BRubb using 13 CH4T so¥tics. 1/5 and 2/5 Cav conducted sctive patrols in
the vie of BRabS & GUID. C Co 3/5 attackod cwoss eountry to seize TOF KICK (BR8OO
171). Uned TUP KIWK was scoure B 1/77 Arty placed 4 tubes on the position using
C4T. 2/12 Gav attacked 5. from SUE (BRB40230) to 4% HO (B3861182). 2/12 Uay cap-
tured and evecuated 15 tons of rice and 15 tons of salt found wic BSB641T2 and
35062186,

be Dme to marginal flying %eather on the 5th of Feb the Bde's attack plan into
the .I" L0 VALLEY was postphamed until the following day. 2/12 Cav moved by CH4T
to BRub as the weather allowod single ships to slip through the haso and land at
BRas3s On 6 Fob onco again due to marginal flying weather the Bde's attack to AN
LAO VELLRY wes postphoned. B Co 2/12 Cav attacked overland from #R:iS. to soise and
sacurs an Lz vie DIME (BS79313%),

o ‘Gn'7 Feh at 0715 TAC air attacked the LZ's COPPER S & F to. stert the prep-
aration for the assault landings. sfter the air strike, arty fired a twenty min-
ute preparation uaing 105mn and 155mm. At 0804 hra Co B 1/5 liftad off from BRASS
and landec on CULLR (BSTO6097) S at D810 hrs. Thirty-two air oraft wore used in
flights of four spaced & minute apert in the assault. By 0916 hrs 1/5 Cav completad
their movement to the L. I'o enemy contact was mede and 3 & C Co attacked dowvn the
valley toward objective Lis.. (35745115)o after refueling at DOG the same 32 air
eraft bugan to lift 2/9 Cav into COPLER N (BS699109). .t 0944 hrs to 0951 hrs arty
fired preparation on the LZ and the first 1/C of A Co 2/5 lended at 0955. 2/5 Cay
closed the L% at 1040 hrs. Fo onemy resistance wes enoountered on the Lz. 2/5 Cav
attacked . down from the high ground to seize Obi 1. 4 & C Co seizod (bj 1 and
cno: secured, 3 and the reuainder of the Bn were sir lifted into Obj l. In oon-
junction with the attack, the 2d 3de and 2/9 Merine Bn atéeckoed 5 from the high
grounc dovm into the valley to eatoh the encmy between two elosing forcos. at 1700
brs /5 Cav was ordered to place a rifle eocmpany in the valley at Bu728150 to yre-
vent ery eneny from slipping out of the velley., The firgt 1ift touchod down in the
ovjoclive area at 1830 hrg after a five minuto arty preparation and the company
z¢. 2% 1930 hrs, 2/12 Cav continued to defend the Bde CF and arty at BRuSS and
coatastiad a company swe.p end destroy operstion vie DIz, '

d. tn 8 Feb 1/5 Cav continued to atteck toward Obj LilaD. 4t 1030 hrs & uo
hads coatact with 7 VO at 30700096, v broke contacts i1 & C Co were air lifted
to 3 74L24T to conduct a swezp into the town complox. 2/5 Cav attocked to seize
Obj TIr, Onece Ubj 2 was seceure and 2/5 Gov hed linked up with 2/9 izrine at the
ton of the valley, 4 Co attecked MEUAL (35742145) after an A/C dropped 300 (S
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SUBJECT: Combat anfter actions report.

16 March 1966

grenndes on the Obj. Attack nctted 22 V(S. Once MEDAL was securc the remginder of

the Bn attacked and secured Obj TIN (BS743134). 2/12 Cav continued to defond pos-
ition BRASS while B Co conducted o sweep from DIME to vic BS761139.

c. On 9 Teb 1/5 Cav conducted a two company sweep up through the town of AN
La0 with 4 Co on the left and C Co on the right. The sweep of the town netted 127
V(5 which were evacuated to the VCC oompound for interregatinn. The recon plat
conducied a patrol vic of NUOC CAN while B Co patroled the high ground in the vic
oo BRY30107, 2/5 Cav conducted a two company search and destroy cperation in the
vic off 'y VIN while one Co remained at TIN as a ropid reaction force. At 1255
krg A Co 2/5 found & 20 ton rice cache in the viec B5725118, Rice was evacuated to
the BONG SON District Hq to be used at refugee camps in the areaq. 2/12 Cav con-
ducted 7 squad size air assaults int> the arean arcund BRASS to conduct scarch and
destroy and to recen likely enemy hideouts and caches. At 1015 hrs a patrol found
rour well camouflaged store houses with approx 50 tons of rice and 126x105mm rds.
Bice and How rds were cvacuated and the buildings wore deetrcyed. Cache was found
irn the vie of BS813128, '

fo & ° Feb 2/5 Cav conducted looal patrol ling vic of TIM and then at 1252 hrs
began - ~unm.t from TIN to DOG closing DOG at 1630 hrs. 4 combination of CH47 and
UHID' = »w-e used in the move. 24 Bde Hg moved from BRASS to TWO BITS using 18 CH47
sortics. /5 Cev conducted local patrol Mng and then noved to pesiticn LICN.. 41777
arty was move ! frem BRASS by CH4T to LION to provide 1/5 Cav cffective fire supp-
ort. C Co cinducted an eir assault into a suspected hospital area to conduct sear~
oh and destroy operaticns vie BS765032. 2/12 Cav conducted six platocn size patrrls
in the vic of BR4SS. Patrols mnde sprradic contoet with VG trying to esoapo from
the ccastal plains area in small groups. Also found was a cave with about 500 1lbs
of salt and rice, all was destroyed in place.

g+ On 11 Feb 2/5 Cav continued to secure DOG and TWO BITS. 2/12 Cav conducted
six patrols in zone arqund BRu.S. A% 1500 hrs 2/12 Cav began movement frem BRASS
to ROBBIE (BS838086) to be more centrally l-cated in zone for the conduct of oper-
ationse. 1/5 Cav remained at LION while C Co remaincd in the vic of a suspacted hos-
pital area coord BR764035. i(fter receiving Si and AW fire fronm BS752026 B Co was
1liftcd into area tc olear it. The crmpany cemc under heavy .W fire and mortar fire.
TuaC .dr and AR: were called in. Secondary explosions resulted from the T,.C Adr
strike. it 1815 the enemy had broken contact. Sporadic eontact wgs nade through
the night. Smckey the Bear provided illuninatinn,.

he On 12 Feb 2/5 Cav continued to seoure the log bases at DOG and TWO BITS,
a Co 2/5 Cav was attached to 3d Bde to seoure orty at BIRD (BR730810). A Co 1/5
Cav Lifted off from LION and assaulted into an LZ vic BS750020. .. Co moved N along
the river to link up with B Co moving S. Sporadic SA fire was received through out
the day by both elements. 4 Co found a cave with three weapons and scme webb geaf
while C Co forund a cave with 24x60mn nmtr rds, 2/12_Cav crnducted local patrol ace
tion eround ROBBIE (BS835072). C Co found and destroyed a two ton rico cache at
B3837099« B Co while on patrol found approx 25 tons of salt vic BS829060.

Js During 13 Feb 2/5 Cav remained at TWO BITS and DOG. 1/5 Cav helped evac
sone 3175 personnel from the AN LAO VALLEY by CH47 by securing an LZ for the 4lst
CA Tm vic BINH HOA & HNUG LUNG. The remainder of 1/5 Cav conducted loeal patrols
in the vic of the wvalley to keep th¢ enemy off balance. 2/ 12 Cav conducted local
patrol action vic ROBBIE. At 1400 hrs 2/12 Cav began to move to SIX BITS along
with C Biry 1/77 Arty. At 1430 hrs elements of 1/9 Cav observed approx 25 armed
VC vic BS865105, Target was engaged with ARA and Arty. 2/12 Cav operating in the
vie of 1Z SIX BITS (BS849093) were notified to provide a rifle company as o blogk-
ing force, on LZ JIM (BS875134). all available aircraft were comnitted within the
Sde, whioh were logistics ships from the attached Bna. 4 total of 8 airoraft were
utilized. The recon plat and Co B, 2/12 Cav were utilized as a blocking foroe. At
1748 hrs the redon plat lifted coff for 12 JIM while ARA fire was used to prepare
the LZ. By 1910 hrs B Co closed the LZ apd began to move out to make contact with
the VC, .t 1905 hrs.the 1/9 Cav team took under fire 15 VC sbout 400 moters south
of the LZ killing 4, while B Co captured 1} VCS and killed 4« VC woere observed in
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AVCDB-C .
. SUFAJECT: @ombat after acticn report,.

the open fields in a state of confusion while AiRi and arty fire was called in on
targete As darkmess fell B Co and the rceon plat pulled back inte the L% forming
a defensive perimeter while at the sane time sending cut crmbat patrols of rlat
size to keep up pressure on the eneny, At 2350 hrs 00 2/12 was notified to nove

C Co N tc B Co at 12 JIM while B (o and recon plat noved s:uth ao as to trap any
VC between the two closing elen and to drive toward the block established by B Co
ant the rcoon plat, 2304 hrs the 2¢ plat of C Co moved from SIX BITS tc gain con~
tact with the VC from the socuth, Srokey the Bear and arty illumination was used
through out the area to help spnt eneny trying to slip out between the two cloa=
ing forces. ot 0410 hrs C (o (-) left LZ SIX BITS noving NE to link up with their
2¢ plat, Co'B and the recon plat moving SW frem Lz JIM. Units were s{i11 noving
at first light. at first light a scout element from /9 Cov began to rccon +he
area for bypassed and escaping VC. at 0830 hrs 2/12 Cav was notified te withdraw
from the area st ARVN forces could nove intc the area. 2/12 Cav elenents began

to move back to LZ SIX BIMS,

. The results of the operation netted 16 VG killed (BC) with 40 est killed.
2/12 Cov captured 63 V(S and 3 VCC and 4 wpns. Friendly lesses wore 1 killod and
1 slightlv wounded,

matter of min which confused and scattered the eneny force. The mobility of the
aircraft and the reaction time of all units involved helped make g successful
nission against a target of cepportunity.

The romeinder of the day 2/5 Cav (-) becane attached to the %d Bde and moved
to BIRD (BR730810). 1/5 Gav still operating in the AN LAO VALIEY ocnduoted anm air
assault to o suspected hospital area. Imnediately after landing twe platocns of A
Co caue under heavy AW fire from the hMgh ground. Arty and ARs4 fired on ares., The
enemy broke contact after about an hour and the Co meved forward to eclear the small
valleys, 4 Co did find evidence of a hospital being in the area but no personnel
or equirment were found. & Co moved back to LION to secure 4 /77 Arty while the
renainder of the In olosed on TWO BITS,

ke On 15 Feb 4 Co and 4 /17 Arty closed TWO BITS while the reanainder of the
Bn prepared for cperations in the "CROWS FOOT" area. 2/12 Cav continued t5 patrol
viec BILL. 4 Co found a 60 bed hospital with & mess hall, cperating room, one
strecher and a snall anount of medical supplies. Structures were destroyed. C Co
ratroled 8§ from SIX BITS capturing and destroying 5 tons of rice. 21 Bde Hq noved
from TWO BITS tc PONY for future oper:dtions. '

12, Regults:

gs The results of Operation WHITE WING in regards tc eneny losses aret

K14 WIi yee ve(NVA yes
47 (BC) 12 20 19 492
122 (EST) 85 (EST)

Equipment eaptureds 84 tons of rice, 71 tone of salt, 126x105mn rds, 40x60mm
rds, 1lx82mm rd, 5xAKi-47, ox5Ki, 2xM-1 Carbinece, 2xRPB IMG, 1 Mauser rifle, 6 are-
nades, 35 1bs of lead, 3500 rds Si ammo, medical supplies, 50 ruk sacks.

bs Friendly lecsses for the period wores

KIa M
7 49

13, idministrative Matters:

& General: During the period 3 Feb 1966 through 6 March 1966, Operntions
7
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVCDBDB-C _ 16 March 1966
SUBJECT: Combat after action report.

MASHER & WHITE WING were logistically supported frem psn TWO BITS (BR855975) .
The 3de troins an'! 2d Fwl Spt Klem were locnted at psn TWO BITS. This optimn -
locatiorn resulted in the follewing: supuly and resupply within 10 minutes or
less; a ground LOC from QUI NHON to BONG SON (TWO BITS 5 an airfield adjacent
to TWO BITS.

be Supply:

(1) Containers, Food, Insulateds dlthough 33 ingulated food containers
were issicd to brigade units during the period 3 Feb through 6 Mar 66, o short-
age of A2 containers existed at the cenclusion of the operation. The constent
use of containers, food insulsted is rapidly rendering thesec itcnms unserviceable,
Moreover, sereral crnteainers are consistently l-st, danaged, or destroyed during
cach combat operaticn. It is emvisioned that this rrovlen will beconme morc aeute
in the forth coming months.

~(2) Clothing: The non-availability of mediunm sized Jungle fatigucs end
boots presented a major problem. In several instances dus to noneavailability
troops wiote foreced to wear fatigues that were ill fitting or do without. Other
Bizes “ore received in adequate quanities.

(3) Water Containers: The shortage of 250 ganllen ccllapsible water cone
tainers continues to hamper water resurply to troops in forward cperationsl areag.
With the ensuing spring and sunner nonths this will develrp intc a serious prob-
lem. Tive serviceable containers arc on hanc, The brigade has a minimon reguire-
nent for eleven 250 gallon ccllapsible water containcrs,

Ce Serviccst

(1) Water Purificaticn: Initially the water point established by Div Iro-
duced insufficicnt potablo water to meet the needs of div elements operation in
the DONG SON area. Units werc required to wait up to six hours to obtain water,
However, on 6 Feb 66, lst log Comnand obtained a truck mounted erdlator (3000
gallons por hour) which produced adequate quentities of water.

(2) Laundry Facilitics: The establishment of a QM laundry point on 14 Feb
66, at DONG SCN provided a needed service. However, maximum utilization could not
be nade of the laundry since the brigede hed nct made provisions for naintaining
extra clcthing for the troops in the trains locations.

de Medical BEvacuation: This creration revealed the need for a nedical ovac
helicopter with a hrist eepability. On threo occasions CH4T7's with hoist werec
utilized for the evacuation of critically wounded personncl. If medical evacuation
heli:opter (UHID) had had this capability the reaction time could have been sign-
ificantly reduced. In addition the CH47's could have been more effectively util-
ized. '

14. Speciel Equirment and Techniguest

During Operaticn WHITE WING a 1550m How btry was moved frem DOG +o BRASS and
back agein using a CH54. Spt Cmd had tc fashion a special sling with which %o
sling the weapon under the A/C but once the sling was made it proved a fast and
effective way for moving heavy arty into extrencly: remote areas of coperation to
provide fire support. Depending on the distance involved g 4 gun battery oon be
noved in two to 4 hours.

15« Coomanders Analysis:

ae Operation WHITE WING was a successful operation ss far as destroying the
eneny insiallations and helping the return of RVN government control of the LN
L20 VALIEY. Information acquired about enemy trails, his movement and pattern of
supply bases will heljp in future operaticng. The enpture of 126x105mm rde will
limit his use of two 105mm How captured errlier from ARVN forces. The loss of 84
tons of rice and 71 t ns of salt will further limit his ability tc conduct large
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o CONFIDENTIAL |
AVCE3B-C 16 March 1966 ‘
SUBJECT: Comt:at after action report. ‘

seale operations in the area for some time to crme. US Forces operated in an area
never before pententrated by friendly forces. 4 total of 3320 peraonnel were evac—
uated from the AN LA0 VALIEY which will hinder the enenys ability to control the
porualation.

be Weather must be taken intc account when operating in areas which are sub-
Ject to early morning greound fog. Operatisns should be planneéd taking into account
the effect of fog obscurring the target areas, L% locations, and cneny movements.
Alternate plans for ground attack should be nade for an air mobile operation in
case weather precludes the use of A/C to make the assault.

c. The use of Psy Wer teams during the cperations greatly contributed t- the
effectiveness of the entire operation. The teans were used to gide in control of
oivilien persomel in populated areas, they helped persuade scme V(¢ to give themw
selves up, and they helped the units gain local inf-rmaticn about the VC. The one
major fault is there were never enough teams to g~ around to each battalion.

ds The Civil Affairs team attached to Bde was very effective in helping to
treat civilians through out the area of operation, however the full extent of
their work oan not be utilized due to the short ternm stay in any one area by the
brigade,.

16. Recommendations:

& Due tc the success of night operations, that more night patrols be conducted
in areas of cperaticnse.

be That encugh Psy War teams be made available to the drigede tc provide at
loast one tcun per Lattalion,.

ce That alternate plans be made tc attack cbjectives in case weather pereludes !
ailr assault opergticna.

d. That necessary action bhe initiate?l to alleviate the shortage of insulasted
ford eorntainers.

e, That cetion be initiated tc obiain sufficient quantities of jungle fatigues
end heoots in the medium size range.

fs That renewed emphasie be initiated to obtain six 250 gallon ccllapsible i
water conteiners for use within the unit. : 5

g+ That an erdlator be placed in support of all brigade sized operations to
insure an adequete, timely supply of potable water.

h. That Quartermaster laundry facility be adjacent tc brigade size units dur-
ing extended operations.

i. That medieal evaeuation heliccpters be equipred with a hoist to perform
medical evacuation missions in areas where 1Z's are nen~existant,

G\ VINGENT 4 PACELLT
> Maj, Inf
Adjutant
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