BT THE ARMY
62nd INFANTRY PLATOON (coMBaT TRACKER )
lst SQUADRON 9th CAVAIRY °
lst ATR CAVAIRY DIVISION
- AFO San Francisee 96490

AVDAIP.CT 1 Sept 69
SUBJECT: OPERATIONAL REPORT - MONTH OF AUGUST

T0: Cemsanding Officer
lst Squadren 9th Cavalry
ATIN: 8=3

1st Air Cavalry Divisiem
AFO US Fereses 96490

1. Signifiecant cr(aniution and unit activities,
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a, Prineiple speratiens: The platoen continued te suppert
the divisien with three Cembat Tracker Teams lecated at FPhues ,
Vinh, Quen Lei and Tay Ninh. Heaviest utilizatien eof the teams
is at present te previde intelligence infermatien en greound
Prebes and attacks at fire suppert bases,

1, Missiens (tetal) fer August }% . ' X
2, Missions (tetal) fer Quarter 36, :
be Other setivities 1+ NOHE,

e, IDage defense: Cembet Tracker Teams have been used frequently
te previde intelligence en the mevement ef enemy persennsl frem -
rocket sites, prebes and eentact sites in the Phuec Vinh AD,

(4.0, CHIEF) _ : : '

d, Duse imprevements: H/A.

@, Iraining and erganizatien: Due te the turnever of deg handlers
this mentk, training soent, sentry and bleedheund handlers has been
the principle training task ef this Unit, Beecause eof a shertage of
qualified deg handlers instrueters and a general lack ef excess
persemnel te ocenduct training this partioular Phase of unit train-
ing has been hampered this months The number ef eperstiona® de
teams prejected for 1 September is 1 team, with a _secénd
eperationsl by 7 September, end a third by 1.6 o TVF
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f. Administratien and 103151:108!
1, Flatoen strength-

Authoriged dssigned Present for Duty
OFF WO EM OFF WO EM ' OFF WO EM
‘ 1l NA 22 1 Ma 23 1 R 23

2, Organization fer Combat-

C.0s = 1LT RICEARD E. BAUMER
P.S,G, = SSG RAY ADAMS '
T.L. = SGT HOWARD JOHNSON
T-Lo - SGT GARI COOK

T.L. = SGT LAWRENCE DeROSIER
TQLQI - HONE

3. Awvards and Deceratiens-
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b, lesses fer August-

Programeed Unpregrammed
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7. Replacemeonts-
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8. b, Class IT

Fatigues - 20 pr (eameuflage)
Beets -0
Seeks -0

- 19 Chss III :

JP-4 -NA
MS' - 275 Flo
DISEL « NA

ds. Class IV « NA
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¢s Merbundity (DOG/ Days nen-eperational)

1. NAME  FBN Ne DAYS REMARKS
RICE 5Z61 24 “Ne Handier
LUCKY B383 20 New Handler
SAMBO - 5A15 18 Ne/ New Handler

2, Pessible Days 93 (3 degs)
Awelilable days 31

3. Cemmander's cemments:

The majer preblem encountered this month, as in the rast, was
the elapsed time frem an actual centact, te when the missien
was actually laid en, Many units de net realize that time is
the biggest ebstacle that Cembat Tracker Teams enceunter, Tee
many tracks were 7-10 hours old and the enemy exfiltrated befere
the tcam was even inserted. Additienally, in mest GRSes, even:
with tracks twe heurs eld, units are reluotant er unwilling te
deviate frem preplanned lines ef march te pursuwe the enemy,
Hence, the Combat Trecker Teams have enly rarely been utilized
te thelr true petential, The majerity ef the missiens this
menth have invelved "intelligence gathering® whiek is noet the
Rrimary -:l.ssg.on of the Trackers,
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I Reoemnendatiens:

It w111 be necessary te trief alli Bn S-3's, and Hrigade eperatiens
sectiens again en the utilizatien and employment of Cembat
Tracker Teams, ‘
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