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Combat Operations Alter Action Report

Commanding General

.- 1st Cavalry Division (Airubl}

- ATTN: AVDAGT~DT
APO 964,90

Name of Operation: Jeb Stuart III.
Dates of Operation: 17 May 1968 - 2 November 1948
Location: Northern I Corps Tactical Zone

Comtrol Headquarters: lst Cavalry Division (Airmobile)

-

Reporting Officer:

Sqdn €O - Date
Ir'C Richard W. Diller 17 May 68 - 5 June -68
MAJ Harold L. Rose 6 June gB - 17 June .68
ITC Richard W. Diller 18 June .68 - 7 July :68

ITC William C. Rousse 8 July 628 ~ 1 Nov 68

Hg Troop - : Date
CPT Dexrel A. Harral 17 Moy 68 - IL'I. Avg 68

1LT Eari D. Eikenberry 12 Aug 68 - 26 dug 68
27 Aug 68 - L Sept 68

5 Sept 68 - 27 Oct 68

CPT Darrel 4. Harral
CPT Alfred W. Heustis Jr.

CPT Frank L. Alverson Jr. 28 Oct 68 = 1 Nov 68
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SUBJECT ¢

MAJ Allen L. Matthews Jr.

Combat Operatisns [

A Troop

LI T

LIC Clemon G. Courtmey -

CPT Frank L. Alverson
MAJ James W.I Nepier
CPT Harry E. McCloud
MAJ James W. Napier
MAJ Robert E. Foston
B Troop

MAJ. Jimmy D. Weeks
MAJ Charles T, Gilmer
MAJ Frederick N. Olson

C Troop

| * MAJ Thomas H. Sherron

- MAJ Allen L. Matthews

MAJ John M. Toolson
MAJ George H, Calvert
MAJ John M. Toolson

D Troon

CPT James R. Howe

CPT Carl H, Chaboudy
"L‘t‘ Zerpest L, Uaniels

CPT Darrel A. Harral

g Janmary 1¢°%%

ArLien Regort

Dzte

v o =

17 Moy 68 ~ 29 lMay 68

30 May 68 ~ 7 June 68

8 June .68 - 19 Sept -68
20 Sept —68 - 5 Oct -68 ‘
-6 Oct 2»8 - 10 Oct -6;8

 110ct 68 - 1 Nov 68

Date
17 May -68 - 8 June ;8

9 June 68 - 18 July 58
19 July ':‘38 = 1 Nov 28
Date

17 May .68 -~ 1, July 68
15 July 68 - 27 July 68
28 July 58 - 18 Avg .68
19 Aug ‘68 - 10 Oct -68
11 Oct 43 ~ 25 Oct :58'
2.6 Oct -68 ~ 1 Nov 68

Date

17 May 68 - 18 May ;e
19 My 68 - 17 Aug 68
18 Ang }38 - 4 Sopt :sa
5.Sept 58 - 1 Nov 68
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SURFCT:  Combat Opersiions Arbsr eouion Repord

6, Task Organization:
a, Initial Organization - Hy, A, B, O, and D roops,

b, Subsequent Organization - D Troop went under operational cortrol
of the 2D Brigade for the major portion of Jeb Stuart III. The Iong Range
Patrol (IRRP) cams under operational control of 1/9 in the closing days of Jeb
Stuart III; other task organization did not change,

7. Supporting Forces: -Nore .
8, Intelligence: See lst Cavalry Division (Airmobils) Intsum

9. Mission: Conduet recomnaissance in general support of elements of
lst Cavalry Division in operation Jeb Stuart III. '

10. Concept of Operation: The 1/9 Cav was in general support of the
Division during the entire éperation. The exception to this was the placing
of D Troop under operational control of the 2D Brigade for the major portion
of the operation, The Alr Cavalry Troops supported each Brigade with gereral
reconnaissance and conducted other reconnaissance on a mission type basis. D
Troop conducted dismounted ground reconnaissance in conjunction with elawents
of 3/5 Armored Cavalry Squadron as well as mounted operations in suprport of
20 Brigade throughout Jeb Stuart III. Also during the operation, A Trocn
was tasked with general support of the Marines lst Murine Division and the 3D
Marine Divisiom on several occasions and B Troop was in general support cf
the 10lst Airborne Division (Airmobile) ducing an operation in the A Shau
Valley,

!

1ll, ZExecuktion:

2o The first significant action the 1/9 encoimtered during Jeb
Stuart III occured shortly after a rocket attack on Camp Evans destroyed the
LSP. B Troop's asro rifle platoon and D Troop were inserted vicinity of IZ
long (YD 573217). As some of the elsments were being inserted, they came under
irtense AW fire from an unknown sized enemy force, REesults of the encovrter
were 6 friendly XIA, 6 friendly WIT4, 1 UH-1H shot dovm with enemy casualties
wnicwwn, B Troop gunships, ARA, tube artillery and airstrikes were called
juto the area. The enemy broke contact and friendly troops were extracted
with no further casualties. This action seemed to initiate extensive
ovperations in this area by the 3D Prigade throvghout Jeb Stuart III.

b, In the menth of May, all Air Cavalry Troops consentrated on

)
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reconraissance of Base Srzas S0 and 1M, The "Street Without Jor' =..n

received heavy emphasis as L Troudp was insertvu inhe an area viecialy of 7D
4851 and conducted operations theie fiom 23 - 25 May. A D-4 bulldozer was
also employed to destroy the bunker complisxes uncovered. Results of this
operation were 1 arms cache wcovered, 5 tona of rice capiured, 2 NVA KIx
and several detainees,

¢. During the month’of Jurs, Jeb Stuart IIT continued and 1/9
elements continued with extensive air and ground reconnaissance. During the
month, & Troop worked with lst Bribade in conducting reconnaissance of the
northern portion of the AO and Base Area 1OL. -On 8 June, “A" Troop Blwes
(Aero-rifle Platoon) were inserted at YD 289476 and found 11 75 MM recoiless
rifle rounds and 5 " of documents; both were evacuwated. B Troop conducted

everal very successful operations with RF's and FF's during the month of
June, Several enemy KIA were accounted for in these operations which wsr
mzinly centered around combined operations with the RF/FF and B Troop Bl ues.
O 18 June LZ BEvans received a rocket attack from the mountain range Just
scuth of the LZ. B Troop responded immdiately, pinpointed the enemy rocket
Jzunching positions ard directed elements of the 3D Brigade into the arza.
i Troop conducted several night ambushes during the month. Thesa ambushes
ware ianstrurental in helping the 1lst Cuvalry Division in denying the NVA

“he vice which was being harvested at this time.

de D Troop conducted several search and cigar operations durirg
Junz while cenducting ambushesdwring the houres of daritess, It was durir;g
Jme that D Trocp .,n:l.tul...v camz urndsr oriraticral control of the 3/5+ Cn
27 Junz, D Troop while woricing with elements of 3/5 vicinity of YD 403633
:ngaged and killed 1 NVA. This engagement initieted what resulted in contact
with elements of the 84%h KVA Battalioa. Dwring the action, D Troop and
several companies of the lst team clnsed a corden cf the area of contact while
..ur Cavalry elenerts of B axd € "'“0"'-05 sereeneC, the flonks of the contact area,
’Joon corvletion o"r' the ackise, a %ody court revealed nat D Troop had accouvnted
» &) NVA KIA, 574 of dosuwrss car dred, Sr individuel and § crew served
-\.L,al.,ons capt.urcd, :

e. Juy saw the sontirvance of exbtensive vis'nal reccrnaissance Ll
sne bip Gevalry Troeps and zostirved grewmg rocomnndssaice by D Troop. Mring
L3 1onth increaced um)l-:l.s ¥3.5 Di 3.:;00 uron Yhe gathering of intelligerce
P ug“x the use of 'enifl “"., Thesz rmisszons increased markedly during the
month as the eremy bepgan evading conw vt with the lst Team. Armed recomidicsance
Lo gpd Tili 230 worz ernloved with sniffer afrcraft thus providing the
H

nntabilitr to exploit J.mmﬂdlut_oly Ak mode LM readings ottaired by theo gnifiiz,
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Night hunter kills» operations were coaducted by & Troop in conjunctiosn with
vhe lst Brigade; thece actions resulted in succosafeyd interdicsion of the nain
rivers leading into the lst Brigade T4CR and the destruction of several enery
Sarpans.

f. General reconnaissance in the Jeb Stuert IIT 40 continued

throughout the month of August. During the month both 4 and B Troops were

put under operational control of other XXIV Corps elements., © Troop supported
the entire division with reconnaissance during one period of time dwring the
month.  Special emphasis was placed on denying the eneny the use of previously
z2upied positions in Base Areas 101 and 114, Continwed pressure was placed
apon the enemy throughout the A0 as elements of the 1/9 continued to find
uérous bunker complexes and enemy staging areas. Upon insertion of the blues
on 20 August near Quang Tri City, A Troop came in contact with what was later
dztermined to be an enemy battalion. This contact was exploited by D Troop
and other elements of the lst Team and resulted in 14, WA KIA as well as
several enery captured, The month was characterized by a general scaling

down cof offensive operations conducted by the enemy and an increase in eniffer
aind other intelligence gethering missions by 1/9,

g. Septerber saw the 1/9 continue in general support of the I term

- with the period purctuated by several brief encounters with the enemy. leAvy

emrthasis was pluced upon reconnaissance of the rocke® belt surrounding {ig
Camp Zvans area and the Song Bo River. Extensive rice denial opsrations ware
conducted by all the Blue platoons and D Troop as well. C Troep etntured o

-
.

tntal of 18,0C0 pounds of rice and micked vp L1 CD's. 4 totzl of over 1l Long
of rice were cagbured by 1/9 dwring September, D Trooz continued to operate
with 3/5 elements on extenszive seczrch cud clear cpercticns during the ronth
conducting a total of 17 of thess missions as well zs 29 ambusa patrols, ©
Dlocking operations and 2 cordon operaticns, On 27 Septemder ot YD LE5EEZS D
Troop accounted for L WA XIA and cantured 2 Wi officcrs,

h. Cctober vas highlighted by the retwn of D Troop to 1/9 corbtrol
aad the imrediate utilizstion of the Treop in several reconnalssance in force
snerations. The 4ir Cavalry Troops conducted extensive aerial reconnaissance
‘with the Blwes and D "roop The Bluss were inscrted over 20 times during thre

myyche D Troop was inserted et 1Z Y3ako on 5 October along with C Troop Blves.

1y330ations were conducted in the 2r23 swrrounding the LZ and at YD 166315 en
ioensive enemy base camp and hospital compiex were uncovered, This fird
wezulted in the captwe of tremendous amounte of enemy weapons, ammuniticr,
~quipment and medicai supplies by The lst Team. D Troop was inserted or 3

5
-
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more orcasions during thz morth resulting in ths varovering of scveral enery
base areas and vhe rescmmalszerce of soveral zozas of suspected euemy achivity,

is The end of Cctober saw the conclusion of Operation Jeb Stuari
III with the enemy rendered essentially ineffective in the 1lst Cav TACR .
Continued emphosis upon exploitation of the results of aerial reconnaissance
reaped great dividends fer the 1/9 as well as the lst team, The enemy base
areas were satirated by artillery, TAC air, Troop insertions and various other
offensive operations frequently initiated by findings of the aero-scout
plovoons. large numbers of the enery were killed and captured and his supplies
were destroyed. He was denied the food he so urgently needed as sightings by
+/? aero-scouts resulted in the capture of vast amoumts of rice. Combined
eflorts of ‘all 1/9 elements with the various wnits of the lst team resu'iod
in the successful interdiction of the ensmy's routes of resupply, his biasn
erezs and in & general disruption of his entire schems of maneuver to the extent
that his forces were essentially ineffective in all parts of the &0.

12, Results: Through extensivs reconnnissance efforts, beoth ground and
air, several large enemy contacts were made resulting in significant losses of
enemy personnel. Several large stoging areas were uncovered as well as
nurerous bunker complexes, Significant amounts of rice were ceptured by
elerents of 1/9 as were saveral KVs and VC cadre, Successful interdiction 5.°
eremy resupyly routes was accormplished and the enemy was denied the use of tas
previous sanctuirys of Base area 101 end 11y, In addiSion, a cicse ocnd frureiy’
working relationgiiip was-establisched between the 1/9 and the verious GV -
District Forces in the AD. This proved very beneficizl to all as the /9
provided mobility and fircpowsr while the GVN Forcas provided reod intellipgense
and reaction forces. This relatisnship resulted in a very successful effoxt
to eliminate the VOI, with most of the VCI being killed, septured or driven

ot of the arsa, 4 reswme of eremr losses inposed by the 1/9 Cavelry Squadron

diring operation Jeb Stuart IIZ is &5 follows:

NVa KIa _ 3250

VC KIA 66
Detaineen 585

Wons Capturer 202

Rice Captucend “h Tons
Documents Captired o244 Inches

smmunition Captured  L(29 Rounds
15. sadménistracive Matters: None

6
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SUBJECT: Combat Operction aftir action Report

1;. Speciul Equipment and Techniques:

a, IExtensive use of the "Sniffer® as an intelligence gcthering
source was mide more effective through the use of & scout team. as the sniffer
aircraft flew over an area in which & mix reading was obtained, the area was
marked and the scouts conducted visual reconniissance of the arca. This
technique frequently resulted in the location of ensmy bunker complexes which
would have been very difficult to find otherwise,

b. Extensive use was mude of the muc quire rig during operation
Jeb Stuert IXI. again it proved to be an invalucble aid in the extraction
of persornmel from otherwise inacessabls areas.

c. Plcecing the IREP's under operational control of the 1/9 resulted
in more rapid and complete exploitation of enemy sightings. Support of the
IRRP teams has also been simplified by this relutionship.,

15. Comsander's analysis: The operat ional cababilities of the Squadron
were fully exploited during Jeb Stuart ITI. Daily reconnaissance activities
were influenced by existing weather conditions and availability of aircraft.
The validity of the general support role for the Squadron was clearly evident
throughout the operation as Squadron resources were erployed virtually the
entire length and breadth of the ICTZ. Souwsdron assets were used in support
of 21l four divisiens within the Icrz. ' '

&« The effectiveness of the reconnaissance conducted by an ai-
cavalry squadron cannot be dccurately measured soley in terms ol enemy
KIa. Effective aerial recomeaissance will provide a sound tasis upon which
tactical disposition of ground troors can be madc., These dispcsitions will
lead to enemy contact and the oppuwrtunity to inflict even heavier losses .

upor the enemy. Such hos been the cise not: only in Jeb Stuart IIT but 4
those instances when squzdron trocps surported other divisions in iCTZ,
Accurate reporting of no enemy activities within an area provides the
commiznder a2 sound basis for economy of forces thus permitting (reater
concentration of combat powers in these showing evidence of eneny activity,

b. The short period of tirewhich elapsed between gaininrg operationsl
control of the IRP Company and the conciusion of Jeb Stuart IIT has not
orovided sufficient oppurtunity to accurately evaluate the impact. During
future operations » this relationship and its resultant impact will be
Lhoroughly examined., .

¢. Detaching any Troop from this squadron adversly affects its
~bility to perforn its mission most effectively for the Division. During mosh

7
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of this pericd D Troop has been OPCON to other units. Leck of thiz sownd
reconnaissence cabablility restricus the squadron largely to serial
reconnaissance. Hesults obtained during Octoter whex this trcop was under
the centrol of the squadron are considered much more productive than perieds
when other headquarters controlled its combat enmrleyient. Wnenever tact.ical
conditions permi%, the troops of the squadron should be employed under
squadron control in support of the Division's recomnaissance pi=n.

16. Recommendations:
a&. That sniffer aircraft continus to be employed with aerizl scout
teaims and TaC air to enhance the effectivensss of wbilizing sniffer as an
intelligence gethering media.

b, That continued emphasis be placed upon the use of the kac
Quire rig for extraction of persomnel from inaccessable areas.

N .
R g Y\
Cvrva QB VTN ;j,a\/l-_; e,
1 Incl \}m\. M. PETERSCHN
After Action Repori for L0, ARMR
Operation Commanche Falls Comand:.ng
!
8
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“Inelosure 1 to After Acticn Keport for Jeb Stuurt IIT

SULJECT: after actien Rerort ror Operzticn Cormunche Falls.

l. Name of Operation: Conmanche Falls I, II, III.

2. Dates of Qperstion: 11 September 1968 — 23 Octoker 1948.
3. location: Base area 101 |

L. Control Headquarters: 1st Cavalry Division.

5. Reporting Officer:

C Troop_ _ Date

MiJ John M. Toolson Jr. 1l Sept €8 = 10 Qct 68

MAJ George H. Calvert 1l Oct 68 - 23 Oct 68

6. Task Organization: ¢ Troop in general support of 2D Briga.dé.
7. Surporting Forces: None
8. Intelligence: See lst Cavalry Division Intsum

9. Mission: To provide general reconnuissance for elements of the
1st Cavalry Division in support of Operaticn Commanche Falls I, IT, III.

10. Concept of Uperation: C Troop 1/9 Cuvalry provides general support
for elements of the lst Cavalry Division in Operution Commanche Fzlls. Conduch
other reconnaissance on « rigsion type tasis,
© o1, Execution: C Troop initiated reconnaissence in support of Commznche
Falls on 1) Sept 1968. Througchout the initizl stages of the operation, G
Troop located several tunker conplexes and enemy staping arceas throushout
the TACK. Support was also provided the ARVN's as they opsrated throurhout
the 40. Toward the closing days of Coumsnche Falls, D Troop 1/9 was used
in rccommaissance in force oper.tions in western 40 vicinity of LZ Idaho.
Operutions in this area resulted in the location of a large encry storage
area and tase area. The ARVN elements in the area were trourht into the
complex for further exploration of the arca and evacustion of the captured
supplies.

12. Hhesults: Ease area 10l was successfully interdicted 'y clements of
the lst Cuvalry Division. Extensive acriul and ground reconncissance by
elements of 1,9 Cavalry resulted in the loccticn of several enery storige
areas, iteconnaissance in force opsrations by D Troop resulted in the capture
of vust amcunts of enemy munitions, medecal supplies and weapons.

—
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Inclosure 1 to After action Report for Jet Stuart III.

SUEJECT:  after acticn Report for Oporcticrn Cormanche Falls

13. Administrative latters: Ncne
14. Special bquipment and Technigques: XNone
15. Comn.nder's Analysis: None

16. Hecommendations: None




