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1. Sipnificant Organization and Unit Activities

‘a., Principle Operations

(1) All elements of the Squadron were fully operational in the III
CTZ by the beginning of November. 4 Troop is locatsd at TaY NINH WEST; B
Troop~is locazted at QUAN 10I; C Troop is located at PHOUC VINH. D Troop
initially moved to FHOUC VINH and articipated in Base Defense.” On 18 Nov
€8 théy moved to QUAN 10I (1Z ANDY) to perform road reconna.:.ssmnce and convey
escort.

o

. (2) A Troop closed at ThY NINH WEST on 2 Nov ¢ and inunediat.ely
returned to its role as " The Eyes and Ears " of the 1st Bde 1st ACD.

(3) Aerial recomnecissance of the A0 has revealed sirnificant enemy
activity and led to numerous air strikes and aiC lights on enemy supply .
points and stiging areans.

- (L) During the month of November, A Trp accomnted for 16 NVA KIA
and 1 VC KIA. They had 22 aircraft firings and 4 aircraft sustained hits;
however they all remainced flyable.

(5) it the close of the month A& Trp was conducting 2 Mini~Cav op-
eration with C Company 1/5th Cav in #0 BEsR.

(4) B Troop completed its portion of OFiRATION LIEERTY CiNYON by
closing into O_UAN LOI on 1 Nov 68.

274
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(7) E Troop begen support of OFEHATION FHERIUAN SHERE on 1 Wov 68

by killing 4 VC, receiving fire 7 times with 1 afrcEWHHRADEHSA RS YEAR INTERVALS
churacteristic of action throughout the month. DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS

DOD DIR 5200.10

T




t

DECLASSIFIED

DAIM-FAR-RR # [9 0 Aaen /  DATE: s &Q/w ?7

L )

aVDsRS-3 : . 4 February 1969

SUEJLCT:  Operational fieport for Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 1968

(8) Durins lovember, E Troop conducted extensive riconncis
ance of the border arcas in the 3d Bde nO. They plotted the major tr;..ll
networks and roads rumning from Coambodia inte South Vietnam. Observations
indicate that during the first part of the month, there was wxtremely
hecavy traffic, both foot and bicyele from the border area North of 1CC NIKNH
to the Southwest. During the middle of the month most of the movement
appeared to be small units moving back to the North and West. During the
latter part of the month heavy Southward movement was arain indieated in the
area North of LOC NINH.

_ (9) On 12 Nov é8, B Trp flew its first night visual reconn-
aissance mlssion utilizing a starlicht scope mounted in a UH-1H. B Trp
reported that they could effectively observe roads, rivers and open ter~
rain at nicht. these missions should be very selective in that they do
plece a heavy burden on owr resources.

(10) On 14 Nov €8 while on screening mission for the 1/12th an
OH-é4 from B Trp received intense automactic weapons fire; the pilot and
observer were killed, the gumner who was only slirhtly wounded was mede~
vaced by another OH-6a from B Trp.

(11) On 17 Nov 68 while screening for 1/12th an OH-6i ob~-
served an ensemy ambush position toward which a friendly element was moving.
The OH~€4 killed 5 NVa and disabled a medium machinesun which was in the
center of the ambush position. The remainder of the ambush, an estimoted
L0 to 50 NV. opened up with intensive autorictic weapons fire. The CH~fa
sustzined 1 hit and had to lund immsdiately. The armed helicopter covering
the CH-£a put suppressive fire around the downed circraft resultine in 6
additional NVa KEH.

(12) On 22 Nov 62 while on a general reconnaissance Nerth of
the 10C NINH rubber plantation, & small villare was observed that did not
appear normal. GCloser examination revezled apb,roxlmately 40 military are

" males and 25 bicycles in the village. C Trp 1 11th arumd Cav was notified

and beran moving into the area. The armored Cav Troop made he avy contact
killing well over €0 NVa on 27 Nov é8. B Trp 1/%h Cav -rovided & con-
tinous screen to the North of the contact areca taking fire 5 times, killing
6 HVa and coordinating 3 alrstrikes. Enemy ceswalties during this encount-
er was wcll over 150 NVa KIa. -

(13) Dwing the month of Nov 48 E Trp Blues were inserted 3
tines, detaining 17 individuals who were all later classified as ICS.

(14) B Trp conducted 11 sniffer missions with 261 max read-
ings. - They recelved fire on 1 mission and engaped the area with art.illery
end airstrikes resulting in 11 Kba
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_ (15) During the ronth of lov €€ I Trp accounted for 42 KVa
iln, 12 VC KL., 2 sK~47's destroyed and 115 enery structures destroyed.
Their casurltiss were 2 KIi and 3 minor Wla.

: (16) C Troop was the last air Cav Trp to move South. They per-
formed a dwl role by supporting the Ease Defense of Div Hgs 2nd the 2d Ede
with ceéneral reconnaissance.,

(17) The Elues were inserted 3 times during the ronth res—
ulting in 3 enemy KIa and 1 civil defendent captiured. -

(18) C Trp performed reconnaissance, insertion, screening and
extraction of 9 Long Lanre Eecomnaissance Fatrols., 5 of these patrols
were extracted under fire at night.

(19) aero-scout teams accounted for A1 enery KIa with their
organic weapons and directed artiliery resulting in 2 KIa. C Trp also
coordinzted air strikes which killed 24 enemy soldiers, destroyed nurer-

~ous structures and Intridicted enemy supply routes,

(20) ¢ Trp conducted 2 nirht reconnegissance missions util-
izing a larre starlight scope which proved to be effective.

(21) D Troop completed their move to PHOLC VINH on 5 lov 68
and were on stand down for maintenance and worked on their living cuarters
until 11 Nov é8. '

(22) 12-19 Nov 68 D Trp perforred Search and Clear, and
reconnaissance missions in the PHQUC VINH zres.

(23) On 19 Nov é2, D Trp was placed OPCON to the 23d Group
1I Field Force artillery and moved to LZ SHIRIEY (Vie «K 10C). They re-
tained the OPCON status for the remninder of the ronth.

(24) The month of Decerber showed a decrease in enery activity.

(25) & Trp continued to support the 1st Ide end ccecmpanied
the Bde into a new Ta0R designated o0 NaVaJO WaRHCRSE in the vicinity of

(2¢) Sampan and foot traffic was obscrved along the Sairon
kiver Mortheast of TaY NINH., Several small ammo caches were found by the
Trp oand exploited by Ede elements.
oo (27) During the ronth of December s Trp accounted for 3 Wa
KIi and 21 VC KId. They had 20 aircraft firings with 1 sustaining a hit.

3
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(28) E Trp continud to support the 3d Ide in OFfZ.TICH
SHEi IDnb~SakiE . The most siynificant aspect of this month's operctions
was the increzsed availabilty and utilizetion of Tacticel .irstrikes. E
Trp coordinated air strikes on 21 tarscts resultine in 131 eneny killed, 50
probatle killed and 109 bunkers destroyed.

(29) The Trp conducted 13 sniffer uwissions with 451 mex reade
ings.

(30) B Trp aircraft accounted for 46 Wi KIs and 10 VG Kla.
They had 25 aircraft firings and 3 circraft were hit.

(31) C Trp provided extensive rcconnaissance in the 2d Ede s0.
They alse supported the Div Hgs iase Defense on 3 operations as well 2s pro-
viding a daily first lirht and last lirht rcconnaissance around PHCUC VINH.

(32) The arco—kifle Platoon was inserted twice during the
month. On one of the insertions, the riission was to retrive a downed air-
craft belenrings to the 2d Ede. The airecraft was secured, risred and ext-
racted from hostile territory within 10 rinutes. The Platoon was alse in-
serted to recover the bodics of thiec failen comrades.

(33) On 29 December 1968 an CH~éa was flyins in the vicin- -
ity of the " Fishook " along the Cambodian border; the aircraft received .
an intense amount of small arms and automatic weapons fire. The aircraft
was hit and dowmed. all three crew members woere killed.

{34) C Trp inserted 9 IZRP Teams during the month and ex-
tracted ¢ Teams under fire at night.

(35) Ahrco=-scout teams accounted for 78 enemy killed with
their orranic weapons and directed artillery resulting in f more KIA.

(3¢) Durinc the month C Trp had 55 aircraft firinss; 14 air-
craft were hit (2 ty incoming mortar rownds), 2 aircraft weie de stroyed
by corbat.

(37) 1 Dec €8 D Trp continued its roud missions out of
THUKDE:: IV while being OFCOM to 3d Ede, The .ed Flatoon made contact with
an egtimated two squads of enemy troops while scéreening for a convoy be~
tween AN 1OC and I10C NINH. They received 3 to 9 rounds of RPG fire, plus a
heavy volume of small arms fire. Three personnel were wounded, only one reg-
uiring medevac. B Trp engaged with rockets and artillery was requested. 4
guick search of the area resulted in nergative findings.

(38) 4 Dec 68, D Trp was released from OP(ON 3d Bde and re=-
turned to PHCUC VINH and became OPJON to 2/5th Cav. The Trp was CPCCK to
2/5th for the remainder of the month and conducted ambushes and search and
clear operations in the wvicinity of PHOLC VINH. :
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‘(3‘9) Durin:- the wonth of Jun €9 A Trp continued Lo support
the 1st tde, concentmtin their recenneissance. in the SHLLIDAL SAEE aC,
They performed reconnaissance in the LkaViJO WaiHO.S% <0 on 2 mission reouest
basis.

W™ (40) In the latter part of the month & Trp Blues were in-
serted 3 times along the Saigon ..iveir to check bunker complexes for poss-
ikle caches. Hesults of these actions were 4 VL ILIi and 1 VC FOW. Nume-
erous tunkers and SaLpaNs were destroyed.

"B (1) For the month i Trp accounted for 5 IVa KIa and 13 VG
KIi. They sustained 2 US KIA and 5 US WIa. They had 7 aireraft firinss
with 1 aireraft beine hit.

" :>) Durin~ the month of January, B Trp continued in peneral
support of 3d Bde. Observations indicate that the enemy continues to move
throurh the 3d Bde A0. Major contacts continue to occur along the seame gen-
eral infiltration route in an area approximately ten kilometers Last of the
SCKG Tun. They will continue to monitor this area closely, particularly the
portion to the East and Southeast of QUnN LOI.

" (13) Tactical air Strikes continued to be utilized. B Trp
put in a2 total of 39 strikes dwring the month.

(,,..) During the month of Jan 69, B Trp conducted 17 sniffer
rissions resulting in 567 max readings. ,

(45) B Trp operations for the month zccounted for the following:

BNERY - - Fr IENDLY

MWa KIa 106 . US WIi 1
VC KIa 17 4/C Firincs 32
Detainces 14 «/C Hit L
VC Captured 2 : A/C Hit (fly) 2
Indiv Wpns 3 »/C Hit (no fiy) 2
C/S Ypns 1 /C Dest (non- cbt) 2
ammunit ion 200 rds

: qll,é) C Trp continued its reconnaissance throurhout the 2d Bde
#0 and supported base Defense at PHOUC VIMH with daily recomnaissance. .

WP (47) The aero-Rifle platoon was ingerted 4 times dwring the
month; on 2 occassions their mission was to secure downed aircraft.

P (48) In the area South of the "Fishook" C Trp maneuvered a

friendly elerent into a larpe ammo cache. The ground unit estirated 30 tons
of ammo was air lifted by CH-47 out of the area.

5 .
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¥ (1,9) aviators of C Trp accounted for 74 enemy killed with
or;anic weapons. They also adjusted artillery resultine in 2 enemy killed
and 10 secondary expl osions.

(50) C Trp directed 31 Tactical air Strikes resulting in 13
enemy killed and numerous bunkers and supply points destrcyed..

@ (5t) D Trp remeined OPWN to 2/5th until 14 Jan €9. st this
tire the Trp became QPCON to 3d Ede.

“(52) 15 Jan 49, D Trp arain moved to QUaN I0I where they per=-
formed various rissions for Ease Defense at 1Z aNDY.

i (53) at the close of the quarter 2ll air cav trps wereé supp—
orting their normal Edes and D Trp was again OPCON to the 3d Ede.

(54) Summary of losses for the quartcr are as follows:

(a) Enemy losses: NVA KIa 480
_ VC. KIa T4

Wa Cptd 1

VC Cptd 2

Detainees L8
Wpns Cptd 13

Rice 75 1lbs

Document. s 3 tfamn

ATIO 204 rds

Pack 1

(b) Friendly losses: US KIa 8

US Wls L8
Us mla 3
&#/C Firings 255
#/C Hit Lé
AfC Fly 16
4/C No Fly 26
2/C Dest 12

b. Other Activities
(1) Base Defense

" (a) During the quarter, the squadron manned 4 bunkers and 1
tower nirhtly, plus an additional tower during the day, while maintaining

" control of Fed Sector Base Defense of PHCLC VINH.

é
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(b) ked Svetor ecnsisted of 10 bunker frames when it was
taken over by the Souadron. Since then, the bunkers heve been sandbagred
and modified both inside and out. Three new towers have been put up and
saundbagred; 1500 meters of outer fence, tangle feot and apren wire have
been empliced. Wire standoffs were put up in front of each bunker end 33
furas obstacles have been installed. s sector aSP was constructed, a
fuard SOP was published and the RRF platoon was established.

(2) Base Improvement.

(a) Duwring the quarter, a new Squadron Tactical Cperations
Center was constructed, the Squadron messhall was painted and 1 shower and
1letrin: Wwas installed.
~ {(b) all troops concentrated on police of individusl areas and
flirht lines to preclude FOD from occurring to the aircraft.

(3) Civil action. During the quarter the Squadron Chaplain was
respensible for delivering fuel and asserted candies to the orphancge, in
additicn, having the main penerator repaired. '

(4) Training and Orranization.

~,

(a) & new Training SOP was published and implementd. Troop

ladder training was conducted for the Squadron rnedical persomnel. The ros,

chember and rifle range was utilized by the Squadron during the quarter.

(b) The Squadron continued to cenduct aviation treining on a
priority basis due to the rapid changecver to OH~fa and H-1G aircraft.

(¢) administration end Logistics.
(1) 81 nctivities.

(2) Durinr the last quarter the Sguadron processed
18¢ inconins persomnel and 184 outroins personnel including 30 unprosramred
lcsses resulting in & net zoin of 2 personnel. The rnost critical shortuge
of persomnel continued to be 11B HOS's. :

(b) During the quarterAthe fcllowing enlisted pro~
motions were made:

4 to B7

17 to Eé
101 to E5
158 to E4
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(¢) During the quarter the following awards were

presented:
S5 4
DFC 20
BS WV 24
AM WV 25

&CH WV 59

(d) . The Squadron utilized 187 R&R allocations dur-
ing the quartcer.

(2) Sb setivities.

(a) logistical support continued to improve dur-
ing the quarter. Various essential items, i.e. Nomex Flyinre Suits und
rleves, vehieles, GhC-10é radics, etc. were received. i convoy was estab-
lished to pick up supplies at 15th S&S, FIEN HOa,

(b) Critical items of supply shortares exists for
fire extinruishers (all types), armor airecrewman, helmets (flyine) and
truck 1/4 ton.

{c¢) Shortage of H227 rockets wes a problem crea, it
is anticipated thet & shortaze of H490 rockets will d6V€lop due to the all—
ocation chanre to the ~SK.

(3} aircraft Maintenance.
(a) Durins the quarter, Squadron aircraft muinten-~

ance personnel inspected all trocp elements and made recormendaticns as to
the methods to be utilized in improving maintenance.

{c) . total of 19 aircraft were cither turned in or

picked up.

(e) Squadron maintenance persornel presented TafiiS
classes to all aviation mechanics.

2. Commanderts Observations and Recommendat ions.

a. Part I - Observations (lessons Learned).

(1)} Personnel. None.
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(2) COparations.
ITEM: Employment cf "Tac airt,

DISCUSSION: Throushout the querter, "Tic oir" has been very
successfully enployed by the Sguadron. This has been particularly true when
the trocps have becn performine aerial reconnaisscnce in areas distznt fren
friendly forces ¢n the grocund. On such missions, clearance to fire can be
obtained for larre areas and "Tac «ir" can be ewpleyed on tarrets of apport-
unity as they are found. This method of employment contributed greatly to
the 238 KEi's accounted for by "'I‘ac air" employed by the Squadron during the
thdr °

OESERVATIOKS: In order to exploit the unigue capability of the
air Covalry Squedron to successfully empley "Tac air", the Squadron sheuld
be allocated three preplanned air strikes per day as long as scod targets
are available. This would enable each trcop to enploy one air strike per
day. The primary advantares of these preplanned air strikes for the Scuadron
are as fcllows:

{a) Tt enables the troops to plon their visual recemnaissance
(VK) in conjunction with the air strike, thereby minimizing the time spent
solely for the purpose cf employinr the "Tac »ir", Currently, the rreat
mijority of preplonned air strikes are being allocuted to the krirades,

Hany of these are subsequently beinr employed by the 1/Sth at the Eriface's
request, Not havinr a forekncwledre of the frar times of these strikes, it
requires o complete riission be flown for the sole purpose of locatins a td‘—
ret for the air strike.

(b) Tt enables the troops to plan their VRi's in remote areas
at tirnes which correspond to the preplamned strikes. This in effect, pre-

vides an ~ircap which is always desirable and cften necessary on missicns of -

this type. -

striles are perforrned. This has cften resulted in significant findings
which would heve pone unobserved if air strikes had not cpened the cincpy,
or if the enemy had been piven time to clear and camvuflage the area after
the strike. ‘

(¢) It inswres that prompt and accurate BDats of the z2ir -

(3) Tra:‘l;ning-.-‘and Orranization. Seme as last quarter.
(4) Intelligence. None.

(5) logistics. None.
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Fart II - heccruendations.

(1)
(2)
3)
(&)
(5)

Personnel., None.
Operations. MNone.
Intellirence. Same as last guarter,

Trainins and Organizaticn. Same as luost guurter.

JaMuS M. PETER SON
C AL MOH
COkreNDBIG

Ioristics. None.




