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SUBJECT: (U) Operational Report cof First Squadron, Nineth c.ewalry5
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HEADQUARTERS
1ST SQUAVRON 91H CAVALRY
1ST CAVALRY DIVISION (AIRMOBILE)
APO 96490

:E‘or)ﬁuarterly Period Ending 30 4pril 1969. (BCS-CSFOR-65
RL

(¢) Section I, Operations: Significant Activities
A. There were no changes or additions to the unit mission.

B. Organization:
ASSIGNED UNITS ' UNIT LOCATION

1st Sqén, 9th Cav Phoue Virh

Headquarters Troop . | Phouc Vinh

A Troop (Air) ' Tay Ninh

B Troop {(Air) | Quan Lol 1 Feb ~ 17 Mar

Long Binh 17 Mar - 19 Apr
Quan Ioi 19 Apr - Present
¢ Troop (Air) _ Phouc Vinh

D Troop (Ground) Quan Loi 1 Feb ~ 12 Mar
Phoue Vinh 12 Mar - Present

ATTACHED UNITS

H Company (Rangers), 75th Inf  Phouc Vinh
62nd Inf Platoon (CTT) Phouc Vinh
Co COMMAND: |

The following are personnel occupying major command and staff
positions:

(a) LIC James M, Peterson Squadron Commander
(b) MAY Frank S. Stewart, Jr. Sguadron Exscutive Officer

- T DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAK JI™75-
' VAL. DECLASSIFIED AFTIR
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C e S
(e} CPT"Eduardo Yates Adjutant
(@) 1LT John B. Ramssiur 02
{e) MAJ Peter M. Noyes S-3
(f) CPT Michael J. Havrilla 5=4
{g) MAT Mlen F. Pulser Maintenance Officer
(b) CPT Charles Blanco Signal Officer
(1) CPT Michael J. Flannery Sefety Officer
() CPT James J. laNasa, Jr. Flight Surgeon
(k) CPT James R. Roberson Chaplain
(1) 1LT Robert M. Hanson €0, Headquarters Troop
(m) MAJ Frederick N, Olson CO, Troop 4
(n) MAJ John M. Toolson, Jr, ~ CO, Troop B
- (o) MAJ Thomas M, Felton €0, Troop C
(p) CPT Norman E. Lorsung €0, Troop D
(q) CPT George Paecei-eni €0, Co H, 75th Inf,
(r) 1LT Richard K, Baumer O, 62nd Inf Plat (CTT)
D., Unit Strength as of 30 April 1969:
1, Military: |
OFF o '\w'o _ EM TOTAL
UNIT AUTH O/H AUTH O/ ATTH_ O/H AUTH o/H
"HHT 19 18 6 é 186 184 211 208
A 18 24 30 31 10 110 158 165
B 18 20 30 26 10 99 18 5
¢ 18 19 30 28 10 19 158 166
p .5.6 0 0 132 121 137 127
HCo 3 . 2 0 o 138 | 98 141 100
€2 Inf1 1 0 0 22 18 23 19
1/9 8 9% % . 9 808 749 986 930
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CPT' Eduarde Yates

1LT John B. Ramssur

MAT Peter M, Noyes

CPT Michael J. Havrilla
AT Mlen F. Pulser

CPT Charles Blanco

CPT Michael J, Flannery
CPT Janem J, LaNasa, Jr.
CPT James R. Roberson
1LT Robert M. Hanson
MAJ Frederick N, Olson
MAJ John M, Toolson, Jr.

MAT Thom=a M, Felton

CPT Norman E. Lorsung
CPT George Pacceralll

1LT Richard K, Baumer

54

Maintenance Officer
Signal Officer

Safety Officer

Flight Surgeon
Chaplain

G0, Headquarters Troop
€O, Troop A

CO, Troop B

€O, Troop G

€0, Troop D

CO, Co H, 75th Inf,
€0, 62nd Ing Plat (crT)

D, Unit Stremgth as of 30 April 1969:

UNIT AUTH O/H . AUTH __O/H  AUTH _O/f AUTH _ O/H
ET 19 18 6 6 186 184 211 208
A 18 24, 30 3 Mo, 190 . 158 165
B8 20 30 .2 M0 % 18 s
¢ 18 19 30 28 10 .19 18 166
5 b0 00 132 a2 137 127
HCo 3 .2 © 0 18 - 9% 11 100
Il 1 Q0 2218 23 19
Y9 & % % oA 8 . 9. %6 90
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2. CIVILIANS:

TECH REPS US CIV "KIT CARSON"  3rd NAT
UNIT AUTH O/H UTH O/H AUTH_O/H AUTH_O/H
HAT 0 O 0 0 0 0 0 0
A 0 0 0 o0 1 1 0 o0
B 0 O 0 0 1 0 0 0
C 0 o 0 o© 1 1 0 0
D 0o o0 0 0 3 3 0 0
HCo 0 © 0 © 6 3 0 0
62nd 0O 0 0_0 0 o 00
/9 0 O 0 0 12 8 (I
E. Adreraft _Authorized/ On Hand |

UH-1B/C UH~1H AH1G OH-6A
UNIT AUTH O/H AUTH O/H AUTH_O/H UTH_O/H
HHT 2 2 5 5 o 0 0o 0
A 2 2 6 6 9 8 10 10
B 2 1 6 6 9 9~ . 10 10
C 2 2 6 6 9 9 1010
179 8 17 23 23 27 26 30 30
F, Cumlative Totals

ENEMY INDIV c/8
UNIT  NVA/VC KIA POW  HEAPONS WEAPONS RICE
A. 100 0 26 0 30 Ton
B 168 0 5 .0 0
C 348 1 17 10 3070 1be
D 5 0 1 T 85 1bs
HCo 59 2 19 3 2400 1bs
62 Inf. _0 0 < 0 0 0
1/9 722 3 68 13. 32 3/4 Toms
Qo Gt uom B entlialiad -1,
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G. Porsomnel

3. Friendly |
_ AfC VEH
. UNIT _KIA _ WIA _MIA A/C HIT  DESTROY _ DESTROY

A 10 22 0 23 5 0
B 1 15 0 1 7 0
c 4 29 o 30 5 0
D 12 27 0 N/A N/A 3
H 4 18 0 N& N/A 0
2 Inf 0O 0 Q 0 0 0
1/9 FA R b B 0 67 17 3

’ 1. Personnel has functioned normally throughout this Quarterly

Period. They have notexpsrienced any real problem areas, howsver,

_ the Squadron is having difficulty obtaining a W
a Yo <t reconds t-jefté .

2. The Squadrdn galned a total of 286 persomnel and lost a
total of 247 for & net gain of 39 personnel for the quarter.

MONTH

FEBRUARY

MARCH

APRIL

TOTAL

GAIN

0££-3
W09
M-81

0ffa14,
WO-21
M-78

Off-13
W0-13
EM~54

0ff-30
WO-43
EM-213

LOSSES

Of£-7
Wo-9
Bf-52

- Off-5

Wo-9
EM-35

Off-4
Wo--6
EM-44

Of£-16
WO-2/
EM-131

LOSSES (CASUAITY)

- 0ff-3

W0-3
EM-32

off-0
Wo-3
M-8

Off-3
W0-6
EM-18

Ooff-6
Wo-12
EM-58

3. The Squadron used 165 promotion allocations during the
quarter, of which 59 were impact promotions without regard to time
in grade or time in service.

MONTH

. FEDRUARY

-
-

=4
| Impact 1"
Regular 8

CE5-

=6

3
2
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MONTH . B4 . Es E-6
MARCH Inpact 5 9 1
‘- Regular 25 - 28 1
APRIL Impact 8 ' 9 3
Regular 5 14 3
TOTAL Tmpact 24, 28 7
Regular - 38 62 6

4e The members of this Commend recelved 586 awards for this
Quarterly period broken down as follows:

SSc0eead? BSeseees99
DFcoo-oozg AMooocn.148

" BS/VG 00025 ACM-:..-.49
M&/VQQQOAO PH...I..116
ACM/ Voo W71

5. The Squadrou received a total of 206 out-of~gauntry R&R allocations,
of which 25 were not used,

Ba-ngkOk.ooooog'oooooz5 Penangooonlnoo-olooé
}hwaiioo-oooaoooqo-045 Sin{-‘.'aporeeo--o---ooé
Hong Kongooooul'oooozg S;Vdney-u-.uu.-.-31
Kuala L'lmpurr.ooooo5 Taipeiu.u........22
m..‘..!‘-n..l'io To]qfonnuu...“.‘h?

In addition, the Squadron'foooived a total of 46 In-country R&R
allocations of which 10 were for officers and 36 for EM, Four officers
and 6 EM allocations were not used.. B :

6a The following Courta ﬂartials were completed during this Quarterly
Period,

CwoNrg GENERAL, SPECIAL SUMMARY
february 0 - 2 0
March .0 2 0
April 1 1 2

He. Intelligence . ' . S

" The 8~2 section continued to receive and compila daily
intelligence gathered by the line troops. During the past quarter
one Kit Carson Scout was processed into the Squadrone FPhysleal
security control was reviewed and updated with a view towards

' standardization of control measurea throughout the Sqnadron.

rOperations

1. During the reporting period A, B, and C Troop. remained
under 1/9 Cav control, co-located and in support of the 1st, 3rd and
2nd Brigade areas ofkoperations respectively. The Squairon remained

Y Y g
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' in geperal support of the FIRST TEAM.

@M. Durirg the reporiling period 1/9 Gav conducted extensive
rceonrialssance and survelillance operations throughout the Divisions
LC on a daily basis., Extensive first and last 1light reconnaissancs
was performed on a daily basis around Quan Loi and Phuoc Vinh.

o 3. Routine missions for the Squadron for this reporting period
were: locating targets for airstrikes, bomb damage assessment,
taniffer"’ missions, visual reconnaissance, rocket and mortar position
reconnalssance, insertion of the Troop's Aero Rifle Flatoons to
conduct ground reconnaissence and to secure downed aircraft, insertion
and extraction of Long Rengs Retccnnaissance Patrols, providing
combat gupport for the Gomnat Tracker Teams to and from the area of
contact, and the insertion of special detection devices,

“Wmes® ;. Many of the FIRST TEAMS euscessful engagements wers initisted
by signtings or contacts by units of the Squadron, .

oy 4, February:

1o Omo of the most significetn contacts for the 1/9 during
this anarterly period occurred on 12 February. The action was
initiated when a B Troop Aero Scout helicopter was shot down and
destrcysd by 50 Caliber and automatir vreepens fire from an estimated
NVA batialion moving through a ribbsr plautation Just east of Song
Be Province, Another scout helicoptar assisting in the effort to
extract the downed crew recelved fire from three sides, taking
numerous hits, and eventually crashed one kilometer to the north
of the first downed aircraft, One squad from the Aero Rifle
Platoon was inserted et each downed aircraft to secure the crew
and aircraft, Botk =gquads encountered intense machine gun and
autonntic weapons fire; upon returning fire they killed 3 NVA
while suffering five wounded. Both rifle squads were immsdiately
extracted as was the crew of the scout helicopter that landed to
the north., The wihole operation was supported by C Troop, ARA,

Tac Air, end Artillery. Continuous fire was placed on the enemy
until dark, A bomb damage assessment confirmed 66 enemy KIA while
B Troop suffered three KIA the crew of the first helicopter hit,
and fivs W I,

W2, On 15 February in an ares 1 kilometers east of Nui Ba Dien
Mountain, A Troop encountered heavy enemy contact when an LOH was
shot down. The Aero Rifle Platoon was inserted to extract the crew
and securse the aircraft. During the extraction of the rifle platoon,
the 1ift helicopters encountered heavy small arms and RPGS or B=40
fire. Two 1ift ships were shot down, crashed, and burned. A Troop
suffered five KIA and i3 WIA during the brief encounter, which was
followed by an immedinte B-52 strike and ground raid., Enemy.
casuelities could not be assessed.

W 3., On 19 February C Troop located an enemy base camp at
YT238368, While waiting for artillery, eight enemy were killsd by
helicopter, weapons end severn by artillery. Following the barrage
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of artillery the ¢ Troop Arro Rifle Platoon was inserted and destroyed
the enemy base camp, Their efforts led to the death of 6 NVA
& soldiers and the seizure of numerous small items of equipment,

&y 4+ On 22 February a Scout Helicopter from C Troop spotted a
suspected enemy cache site at ¥T7122568, The Aero Weapons Platoon
immediately engaged the area with organic weapons. Their expert
marksmanship led to 12 NVA killed, the destruction of 12 bicycies,
1000 pounds of rice, an 8 by 10 foot hut and destruction of over a
ton of rice throughout the area.

» 5. At IT100279 C Troop spotted 30 individuals wearing black
and green clothing, Some were resting elong the bank of a stream
while others were washing clothing in the stream, The troop
commander called for artillery and an airstrike while his troop
fixed the enemy with organic weapons. The coordinated effort
caused numerous secondary explosions. The combined fire power killed
23 NVA plus an additional possible 10,

<Hl B, March:

1. On 10 March at XT5/5883 to XT545885 B Troop spotted
approximately 30 NVA in new uniforms, new web gear, and new AK-47
rifles in what appeared to be a resting area., Aerial Rocket
Artillery (ARA) and an airstrike were called to inflict mesximm
casualties, . The final results were 7 NVA killed by helicopter,

7 killed by the eir strike, 4 killed by ARA and several blood
trails leaving the area,

- Following the winter-spring NVA offensive of 1969
numerous NVA were spotted maneuvering, almost daily, in small
groups. This led to the destruction of a large number of NVA/VC
over a period of time, an example of which action follows, for
the day of 11 March 1969. At 0820 hours at XT565701 three NVA
vere spotted moving to the North, all three were killed by helicopter
weapons, At 0850 hours at 569708 three individuals one being carried
on & stretcher, were observed eveding to the north; again all three
were killed by helicopter weapons. A4t 0930 at 562717, eight NVA
were spotted moving to the north; they were engaged by helicopter
organic weapons killing all eight. At 1116 hours at 567721 three
individuals were observed hiding in the bushes by a LCE; all three
were killed by helicopter weapons., At 1442 two more NVA were
spotted evading to the north at XT548798, they were engaged with
organic weapons killing one and wounding the other. These small,
relatively insignificant contacts, gave C Troop & significant day
with eighteen kills,

@y C. April;

1 On 2 April at XT23377/ A Troop Aero Rifle Platoon
was inserted to conduct ground reconnaissance of an area where a
helicopter had recently been shot down, At YT238794 the Aero Rifle
Platoon destroyed a 25 foot long bridge crossing a stream, At
1120 they entered an enemy base camp area of numerous well concealed
bunkers with overhead cover and cook stoves. At 1130 hours, in the

e e o T e e
(1
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. seme ares, they destroyed two 15X20 foot long structures, And

found several new graves. Eight tons of rice were destroyed by

C-4 and burning, At 1400 hours in the vicinity of 223792 the

Aero Rifle Platoon was pinned down by heavy enemy fire. With

the aid of an airstrike and Aerial Rocket Artillery contdct was
broken with one may wounded while four NVA were killed., The

mortar rounds and bunkers. At XT221791 another bunker complex

with clothing, food, hand grenades, and documerts scattered about

was located. Documents and notebooks were confiscated and the platoon
vas extracted at 1625, The efforts of A Troop's Aero Rifle Platoon
led to the discovery of a large NVA base camp and cache area along with
valusble information found in the documentse '

&P 2, On 10 April in the vicinity of XT167796 a Long Range
Reconnaissance Patrol emcountered an overwhelming enemy force.

The five man patrol was surrounded, and by 0930 the team, suffered

2 KIA and 2 WIA in the action. The extraction helicopters were
unable to pick up the patrol until 1030 due to the heavy enemy action.
Throughout this Quarterly Period the LRRP'S have provided the FIRST
TEAM WITH irreplaceable information.

WD 3, On 13 April A Troop assisted the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment,
which was attached to ths 1st Cav Div on 12 April, by providing

gerial reconnaissance. A Troop flew extensive visual reconnaissance
and secured two downed aircraft organic to the 11th ACR, This
operation lasted through the 20th of April and the coordinated

results were over. 150 NVA killed, several POW's captured, documents
confiscated, and a large quantity of material captured.

@/, At 1000 on the morning of 18 April A Troop celled for an
air strike at XT407760. The air strike caused one large secondary
explosion, opened two underground mess halls 20X30 feet with 12
wooden tables in each mess hall, one office type building conteining
desks and filing cabinets, 9 billets with bunk beds, several other
buildings and numerous bunkers throughout the area. The A Troop
Aero Rifle Platoon was inserted at 1500, The complex was SO extenslive
that assistance was required to fully exploit the complex. At 1535
hours they reelized they had hit a large NVA hospital complex. After
finding 31 tons of rice and numerous medical supplies the decision
was made to remain in the position over night. By late afternoon the
tero Rifle Platoon and the reaction force %B 2/5) had gathered two
laundry bags of documents, numerous chicom grenades, claymores, books,
propaganda, and medical supplies. The remalnder of the afternoon was
spent making an IZ so the equipment could be evacuted. The Aero Rifle
Platoon was extracted at 1711 on 19 April,

@5, On the 22nd of April the 11th Armored Cavelry Regiment moved
to Quan Loi, B Troop, which had moved from Iong Binh to Quan Loi on
19 April was assigned the mission of augmenting the 11th ACR Air
Cavidlry Support along with supporting the third Brigade. B Troop,
reinforced by A and C Troops, provided two "Pink Teanms" daily for
‘the 11th ACR performing extensive visual reconnaissance and secured
two of the 11th ACR's LOH's that were shot down by NVA anti-aircraft
emplacenents. On the 27th of April at IT474731 the

CONFIDENTIAL
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11th ACR located a large weapons cache enmtaining 171 SKS rifles,
mortars, machine guns; and s lorge ouantity of ammunition previously
o located Ly € Irocp on 7 Arzil,

&P 5, On 25 april a Victnamese unih was in contact with an NVA
Begimunt in tihe viecintiy of TU447403, well out of the FIRST TEAM's
40, At 1715 Squadron recoived & call that a medevac helicopter
had been shot down by heavy enti aircraft weapons and that the crew
and patients were pinned in the helicopter. B Troop immediately
dispatched their Aero Rifle Platoon to the location to provide
agsistance, With complete disregard for their personal safety,

a lift ship hovered over the downed hslicopter while the riflemen
repelled into the wrecksge., They freed the crew and passengers
and saw all lifted out safely cxcept cne who wes deed on their
exrival,
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Jo Supply

Te The Squadron continued to send two to Ffour 2% ton trucks
every three wecks to the 15th S&S at Bien Hoa to procure Class IT
and IV bulk items. This vas supplimented by UH-1H missions as
necessary. !

"y b QO 2 13 0y
2+ The Squadron used over 650,000 rounds of 7 « 62MM, ~F5500.
2.75 rockets, and 506 WP grenades this quarter, WP gLEERRdR g
were~una¥&i&&ble~fmaﬂh%he—miédle-of“ﬁarch»temthehmiddle~of-April‘
seriGusﬁ;*wnnrhsiiing"the*Squ&d@oniﬂ_firehug»miasibﬁbw

3. A_ahortagetof:flight”sﬁfety,equipmeﬂf still existed through
this quarter. Ibems—in-demsnd vere bahrb—eud 5
baltestis-helmebe,- . There is also a
shortage of 1/4 end 3/4 ton vehicles, The forementioned items are
arriving in country, however, in insufficient quantity to alleviate

the shortages, . . e e - o
Y 3 Shmi kee, O x fhdre  &o- AU/""’;'e 1 TR e £ootiahe B e
K Aviatigﬁ' ,.3E‘ .nte % uce\c "l 2 Ceap {'"T e Ree s il T g <
® Imn .

1o Working long and arducus hours under the expert guidance
of a new Squadron Maintenance Officer, the Squadron aireraft avail-
1lity has increased to over 70 psrcent without subtracting fron
overall fiight time.

25—Puring the-lash thres nonths ‘a total o 65 GIFerart-vire
elthesr~gained orlogty- .

AN R+ The following wag accomplished by Squadron during this
Quarter: N '

8+ Coordinated retro fit of AH~1G TAT 102 on 5 A/C,

bs Gave a class on TAERS to pertinent personnel within
the Squadron,

¢e Conducted inspections of Troop motor pools end airecreft
maintenance,

d. Made several technicel assistance visits to B Troop,
€. Started a maintenance news letter,
f. Initlated a Squadron OJT programn,
B Held monfhly maintenance meetings,
h.. Coordinated DS maintenance assistance visits,
1. Member of study group for detachment concept,
lJ. 'Established & seperate motor pool for C Troop.
ks Assisted Troops in establishing PLL,

CONFIDENTIAL
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L, Safety.

TVE SEuaster reagultatn- "aqu;“SJou d improve ccnsiderably
ir the next Qu“r,eflj TarTrd with the recent addition-of-a-school
trainsd Squadvone.Safety UUficer. Currenbtly soximun effort is being
piaced on updating the Squedron Safety 50? and flight standardization,

2. One of the difficulties being experisnced in aviation
safety has besu the influnce of new rclutively irexperienced person-
nel while the more ewperienced personnel, IFls and SiPis are
rotating, This problex should ba reduced with the recent addition
of & well: qualifipd 1P -who is-the Squadron SIP., The Squadron is now
in the process of insuituiing what should prove to bs most effective
flight standardization Progrym.

3. ALircraft Accidents

"~ February March April zutal
HHT 0 0 0 0
A Troop 0 2 1 3
B Troop 0 0 3 3
C Troop 9 0 1 1
1/9 d 2 5 7
A, Vehioie Accidents R -

Teh Max 4oz Total

HHT 0 0 0 0
A 0 0 0 0
B 0 0 0 0
C 0 0 0 0
D 0 0 0 0
H Co 0 0 0 ¢
62 Inf 9 0 0 0
1/9 0 0 0 0
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Annex A To Operatlons
SUBJECT: Neame of Operations in which involved and Area of Operations.

w1« Flrst Squadron, Nineth Cavalry was involvéd in Toan Thang
II from 1 February through 17 Febrvary., From 18 February th.rough
30 April the unit was involved in Toan Thang III,

2. Listed below are the areas of operations that the Troops
of the Squedron worked in throughout this Quarterly Period. '

00

1., A0 Navajo Warhorse 1 Felbruary = 13 February
2. AO Sheridan Saber 1 February - 12 March

3. AO Montana Scout 13 March ~ 30 April

B _Troop
1. AO Sherldan Saber 1 February - 12 March
2. AO Cheymne Saber 13 March - 20 April
3. AO Montana Scout 21 April - 30 April

C Troop : '
1. AO Wolfe 1 February - 30 April
"2, AO Sheridan Seber 1 February - 4 February
3. AO Cheynne Saber /4 February - 12 March

Ae AO Montana Scout 13 March - 30 April
D Troop

1. AO Sheridan Saber 1 February ~ 12 March

2., AO Wolfe 13 March ~ 30 April

Both H Company and the Combat Tracker Team, 62nd Infantry, conducted
operations in all of the above AQO's,




