VIETNAM HELICOPTER PILOTS ASSOCIATION
Dear Tom Pearcy and Greg Ross, _ 25 Dec 1991
Merry Christmas ancd Happy New Year!)

As you most likely khow, Bill Graenhalgh and 1 have decided to
Feature the 7/17 in the History Gection of the 1992 vHPA
Directory. For the laslt several months we have been "getting
prepared” and now that 1 can spend some - time on it things are
moving into a higher gear. Bill and I plan to send a draft :
verslion to all 7/17ers in the Sprlng and really start beating the
drum for input" ' o : .

The reason for writing this lelter Lo you guys is th&tuI d like
o use some of the material vou two ol ] Leact tmqerhvr for the F/g
Cav hiztory presentation we enjoyed so much at the Long Baach
Rewnlon., L am especially inlterested in the story aboul the guy
who put the briefcase near bthe front seat in the LOH just before
Flying it ofF the ship. The case fell over, wedged the coritrols,
and caused the LOH to nose dive {nLo the water. Then the story
of Tom gelting shol down a Few hours after the Troop becamsa
operational. HMavbe it waz the way that Greg presented it and
Knowing that Tom iz still ahlv'to giroWw old gracefullys but T
really, really ahjoyed it And the picture of the holes in

tha LOM From the VO bullebts and From the US tank canister rounds,
we have to have that in the Directory!!  We now have a scanner,
B0 We can ins b photos or documents or drawings or patmha%'into
the narrative. We could praepare the narrative des nr[blng Tom”
cexperience and include a picture of the damagad ship within thﬂ
narrative.  If I remenber correctly, your pictures are on slides.
Slides are the best nedia because the printers can go diractly
from.thﬁ_alide Eo Lhe plate they use or we can seah them in“

flso 1 havw a uopv of your Troop unit history 1 JAN. 6? rhru 31\
DEC &7 prepared by CPT Cornelius C. Molcomb, dr, the UnLt“_ :
Historical OFficer and signed by MAJ James D. Marett, the - .
Comnander in Chu Lai. (If yvou want a copy of this history, just
let me know.) HOWEVER, I believe vou guys carried the name -
C/7/17 for the Tfirst tew months of ¢8. The unil hx&tory of
C/7/107 says Lhat on 1 MAY 68 we wareé radewlgnatad at Trom
Tt C/7/17 while shill at Ft. Campbell.’ | claearly romnemnte
dJay. anyway, 1%d like to include anything that happenadmt
1r0¢p during L9268, DO EITHER OF VUU HAYE & COPY OF THE 19
HISTORY OH KHOW ANYONE THAT DOFEST Yo Feally like Lo get
of it. Rucker doesn’t have a copy of ity only. ‘Lhie - L9E
h10] EITHFH DF YO KHOW THE EXACT DATE WHEN ¥ eI L/?fi?;w_"
redesignated F/8 (i1 would be great if you have a cmpy
Genaral Order so we can ref@raﬂc& Lhd1 as. weLlJ

I dlwo believe yvou bobh have a goadt cwl}eutlon oE © 10'
and know of others that do as Cwell. _have lette :
Martines and Tin Conningham uonu&rning Gover. photosy
love any in;ut from you guys. . 1T NEED CANDIDATES Fi
You both hdve Leen what 1 hav@ put . on thm_gavwr$;in



current thoughts (but wugg stions from you are most walcome) are
o put 3 or 4 helicopter pictures on the front cover (OH-&, UH-
M, UH-1C, and A-1G) . The trick i “they all MUST BE FROM THE
7/17. Golor is preferred. Qlarify and contrast are 1mp0rtﬂntn.-
(Contrast Is measured by how clearly the helicopter is
diztinguished rrom the background. Far example, the 1990 1$$ue
~hasg the Skycrane allhovetted against the sky and in 1991 the _
backaround didn”t bother the H-34 at all: both had-gocd contrast,
The 1989 pickture of the hook hawling the snake iz an grample of
poor contrast (and clarilty too becalse you couldn’t see many of

the details on . elther hetiaoprmrj ) If you have some candidates,
please let me BORROW them, TR L '

Thanks for all you do for VHPA.

Mike Law, Vice Pre&ident'ahd ﬁiﬁectofy Editor





