
VIETNAM HELICOPTER PILOTS ASSOCIATION 

Dear Tom Pearcy and Greg Ross, 25 Dec 199.1 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!! 

As you most likely know, Bill Greenhalgh and I have decided to 
feature the 7/.17 ill the History Section of the 1992 VHPA 
Oirectcwy. FOI' the la~,t sevel'al l110nths we have been "getting 
prepared" arld now that 1 can spend some time on it things are 
moving into a higller gear. Bill and I plan to send a draft 
version to all 7/.17ers ill the Spring and really start beating the 
dr'urn fOI" input", 

The r'eason 1'01" wl'it,:ing this (fyttel' to you t)I.JYS is tha't r'd like 
to use sorne of tile material you two pulled together for the F/a 
Cav Ilistory preselltation we erljoyed so rnuch at the Long Seach 
Reunion. I am especially interested in the story about the guy 
Wll0 put the briefcase near tt,e front seat in the LOH just before 
flying it off the ship. Tile case fell over, wedged the controls, 
and caused the LOH to 110se dive into the water. Then the story 
of Torn getting shot down a f.w hours after the Troop became 
operational. Maybe it was the way that Greg presented it and 
knowing that Tom is still able to grow old gracefully; but I 
really, really enjoyed it!! And the picture of the hole. in 
the LOH froln tile VC bullets and from the us tank canister rounds, 
WEl have to have thClt: in the DI rectol'Y! ! We nOIe) have a scanner, 
so we cCln insert photos or documents or drClwings or patehes into 
tha narrative. We could pr'apare the narrative describing Tom's 
experience Clnd include CI picture of the dClrnaged .Ilip within the 
nClrrative. If I remember correctly, your pictures are on slides. 
Slides Clre the best media becCluse the printers can go directly 
from the slide to the p1C1to they us. or we cCln scan them ih. 

Also 1 hClve a copy of your C Troop unit history 1 JAN 67 thru ,31 
DEC 67 prepClred by CPT Cornelius C. Holcomb, Jr., tha unit 
Historical Officer and signed by MAJ James D. Marett, the 
Comrnander In Chu l,ai. (If you "mnt a copy of this ~dstory, just' 
let me know.) HOWEVER, I believe you guys carried, the name 
e/7/17 for the first few months of 68. Tile unit history of 
C/l/1? ~,ays that Oil 1 HAY 68 we w~~ni! redesigl'1r.1ted at 'frorn, 
to C/7/11 while still a't Ft. Cl'lrnpbell.· I clr,ClI'ly r'~1metnber' 
day. AnywClY, I'd like to Include anything thClt happened 
tr'oop during 1968. 00 EITI~ER OF YOU HAVE A COpy OF THE .1 
HISTORY OR KNOW ANYONE THAT DOES? I'd reCllly like to get 
of' :{ t;. Ft.. Ru c he I" doe,,;n 't h<\ V(i> H copy of it; on 1 y 'the 
DO EITHER OF YOU KNOW THE EXACT DATE WHEN your C/7/17, 
redesignated F/B (It would be great if you hClve a copy 
General Order so we cCln reference that HS well). 

1. <11$.0 believ€) you both have a good collection of color:" 
and hnow of otlml"s that do a$, well. I' hi'lV~\l letters ,ou:!; 
MHrtinas and Jim Cunningham concerning cover photol; 
low; Clny input fTOITl you guys.. :r NEED CAI1DtO(:lTESFo.R 
You both have $,.en whCl t. r' h<1v~; put: all the covers, l-n 



current thougllts (but suggestions from you are most welcome) are 
to put 3 01' 4 hel icopter piCtlll'("~; on 'the front cover (OH-6', UH-
1H, UH-1C, and AH--1G). 'rhe tl-ick is they all MUST BE FROM THE 
7/17. Color is p~eferred. Clarity and contrast are important. 
(Contrast is measured by how clearly the helicopter is 
distinguished from the background. For example, the 1990 issue 
has the Skycr.ne silhouetted against the sky and in 1991 the 
bacl~ground d.i dn 't: bothc"I't:he 1+<~4 at all; bc)'th Iwd good contr'a$t. 
The 1989 picture of the hook hauling the snake is an example of 
poor cont:r-ast: (and claril:,y too because you COUldn't see many of 
the details on either' helicoptel').) If you have some candidates, 
please let me BORROW them. 

Thanks for all you do for VHPA. 

Mike Law, Vice President and Directory Editor 




