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Db;,'ARTl'iE..rr 011 TIlE ARiIY 

HElCIXtUA!,Thl,S AdD 1;~~lX.LA:,'rLliS mOQI' 

7TH Ar~IOIillD SI.JDADMJ, 17TH AIn CAVA my 
APO San ~'rancisco 96262 

HIS'roo OF HlIJdX..llJJIlCfill(S T1WO? 

FOItWAlUl 

This document lIiH serve as the initial history of Headquarters Troop 

from tile period of activation until 31 December 19b8. Currently the only 

morning re~orts on file date from April 1967. Efforts have been made to 

obtain access to the morning reports for the missing period frOIR activation 

on 25 j~ov(lmber 1966 until April 1967. This history is not meant to be an 

exhortation on the merits of the troop or the squadron; its purpose is to 

objectively portray important events which lead to the activation, deployment, 

and functional being of tLe air caval!"; squadron. Some events have been 

omitted, not oecause tlle/ "ere unimportant, but due to the lack of factual 

datn. However, tl1e facts ;:>rcseated horein present certain aspects of the 

troop's backGround which otherwise might be forgotten. 

HliJ.ALDRY 

-'--------

---- -______ J_: 



-"--'-'--._-------

o C) 
The squadron patch is only available on OD cloth with black characters. 

'!'he horse shoe centered in tho patch re~resents the horse cavalry of our 
heritage wltile "the superim;)osed lightning bolt re:prosents the speed, power, 
aad s tr'lilgtl~ that air and t;round vehicles hav" (,i ven the modern cavalry. 
The flasher uith the 'fOrds hlJTliL&;S I(IDJ!l(S appears beneath the circular patch. 
Tho avionics door on "the nose of all 7th Squadron UH-lH and AH-IG helicopters 
bears a ullite horse shoe with yellou lightning bolt on a black bacl.ground. 

LIltiGE AJD HO.IORS 

Constituted 1 July 19i6 in the Regular Army as Troop C, 17th Cavalry and 
organized at For'h Bliss, Texas. 

Inactivatud 26 SeptemiJer 1921 at the Presidio ofhonterey, California 

Redesignated 1 July 1940 as Troop G, 17th Cavalry (Corps Reconnaissance) 

Disbanded 9 Harch 1951 

Reconstituted 4 Hay 1959 in the Regular ArrllY as Troo? G, 17th Cavalry 

Activated 6 December 1962 at Fort Ord, California 

Inactivated .31 August 1965 at Fort Ord, California 

Redesii;nated 27 September 1966 as Headquarters and Headquarters Troo..;>, 
7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry (orbaiuc eleme,1ts concurrently constituted) 

Activatod 25 i~ovember 1966 at Fort Knox, Kentucky 

WORLD WAR II 

i'lorthern France 
Rhineland 
Ardennes-Alsace 
Central Europe 

DECOltATIO.'1S 

Pending President Unit Citation 
Peilding i'ieritorous Unit Citation 

------,--._----------_. __ .--------- -- -------------, 
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BACKGllOlJiID 

IlliI\.~LAl:rL)(S A.ID llEAlX;:lJ"E'i'ill.S TROO", was acti va tod 25 October 1;l66 by 
General Order 249, \{eadqICarters, LS Army Armor C~:mter, Fort Knox, Kentucky 
40121 dated 25 .fovombcr 1966 under TOE 17-9 Oct. The center of activities 
for the troo.) a,ld tho squadron was Godman Army Air Field at Fort Knox. 
Based on the' ~)rov .. m value' of the 1st Squadron, 9th Cavalry with the ist 
Cavalry Division, tuo armored squadrons, the 3rd Squadron and the 7th Squad­
ron from tl1e 17th Cavalry Regiment uere reactivated ana designated as air 
cavalry squadrons. As >lith all neuly activated units the squadron, for the 
next fOl;- months, received personnel and equipment almost daily. Those per­
sOlmel assigned to the Squadron at that time immediately sturted plamul1G 
and making pre;?aratiolls for the trainin" proc,rmn. Other training exercises 
uere conducted at Camp Atterbury, Indiana, the 110untain Hanger Camp, 
DahloneGa, Gecr"ia as uell as the Fort K'1OX Reservation. Tbe Rangers 
provided the air cavalry squadron >lith threo da;rs of training and practical 
a:)plication in ii..::ubor techluques and repelling of infantry. Additionally, 
tho scouts and ",'un ships began working in mountainous areas for the first 
time against ag~ressors. 

The line troo)s of this squadron were all activated on 4 Februa~1 1967 
officially, evon though they physically existud ~)rior to that. Thus Head­
qU;lr'wrs 'Iroop carried ever/one in the squadron 011 their mor,1in(; reilorts 
and other administrative documents until l"ebruar-J. By A,)ril 1967 the troop 
strength W;lS 17 officors, 4 warmnt officer, and 135 enlisted mell. These 
morning reports roflect that iildividuals sturted taking l'O!i 113avGs near the 
end of July, and cOiltinuod throubh August and i:)OpteialJer. Adva.'lced squadron 
level trai,ung conunenced 5 July 1:;67 WJ.th tLc squadron mald.llj;; road and air 
movGmoat to Carn,) IJ.::.USOil, West Virgilua with the Uational Guard and Specific 
Forces Heserv0s. Therefore, during tho period of April. Hay. and June oue 
can assume t.hat normal .eON activities such as ra'lgo firing, conox container 
packing, final aircr(lft and vehicular maintcllUnce and the various inspec­
tions Wor(; all taking place. The squadron did coaduot a lengthy field 
trail1j.ll& OJ:ercise 011 the Fort Knox reservation and the Green Rivor area 
which incc.uded aerial gUlmer:r. ;lever before had so many helicopters assem­
bled at Fort K,10X and only Fort lJemung, with tho activation of the 1st ---­
Cavalry Divisien can compare l~ith Fort Knox for air activity during those 
days. Over 174 aircraft were involved ui th both squadroils trailling and 
filing. The SqU;lt<rO.l A'i"£ was adnuiusterud b~r the DS Army AviatiOll Group 
(PhOV) from l"ort Knox. The testias area selected was tile Green llivor area 
near Cajn~)bellsville, Kentucky. Tho ATT, cOdducted 2-4 Au(;ust COVered all 
aSDects of air cavc.lr" operations. Persoilnel from the forming 7th Armored 
Squc.droa, 1st Air Cavalry served as aw;ressors. No records are available to 
determine the da tGS whoa equi;)IDemt loft Fort Knox to be loaded on the ship 
at i!obile, ,Uabrunai hou8v<lr, on 16 August 1967 the squadron iIIaintenance. 
officer, Major Joseph Tlliring, depart(;d to Sharp Army Dc)ot. During the ne:;ct 
two wooks, sturtL1e; 28 .;.U[;ust, the b7 organic aircraft to the Squadron 



'·,l. 

: ". 

() (J 
-----­._---. 

dupartod ~'ort Kilox for Sharp Jmay D();)ot,Luthrop, California. On 4 Octohor 
1967 tho troo) prope-rod to depart Fort Knox and submitted its first morn­
inG ruport with tho uSJiI.2,tC A,'O SF 96558 hO<ldill{;. On 9 October 19b7 the 
the troop l~i\S airlifted from Stanford ""iuld, Louisville, Kontucky to Oak­
luild Arl1lY TOl'l1liil.'ll, Oakland, Califoraia.. The troo), uith tho remaindor of 
tho squadroll :.told the 3/17th cavLllr,r, boardGd the DS.JS Gu'leral ilolsoil H. 
Walkor and dl3partud 0:1 10 October 1967. On 27 Octobur 1967 the troops 
arrived at Qui l/hon, I:V1J uitll a strollgtL of 20 officers, 4 warra.lt officers 
and 163 enlistod moa. By COilVO:;; thoJ procoGded throubh the An Khe Puss to 
Cmnp i!:nari to hocol1lG OJ'COJ to' tho 4th I:u'a:ltl"J lli vision. The adva;lced ;Jarty 
of 75, r,lOstlj' llluLltmumco ?ersollael, lo.-.ded at Bien Hoa on 13 October 1967 
and uero tl;O:1 flOlm to PlojJru and Vung Tilu roS!?octivoly. 'rhe cha:'.l1 of com­
mand, h01~<lVer, for ,tho squadr'oil runs to 17t.h CO:l1bat Jlyiation Group i;1 ,/ha 
Tranb and no;;(t to 1st ilvhtien Brigado l.ll l~onG Bil1h. l'ho 1st ;u:'mored 
SquaUJ:'oll, lOth Cavalry prcv:i.ded tho rQc<"I,t..i.cil .• housi;:£, lo[,isticul SU1Jport 
and assistud tLc; Bqt~adrOil \1itJ.~ Ull i:il .. CQU!"lJ,:-,ry oricnt.1.ttoll traini'lb prof£;ram 
to b",C01,1O o..loI';:ttiO!ul ns soon as pos3ibla. For tl:o nc::t T.\Onth the troop 
lived in GP tents uLil6 tl.o outer periI,l(;',.cr of Cnmp Lllllri wus enlarGcd to 
accor,lOdato the l'.uthloss heliport, rov0tmmlt aroa, and base complux. l'he 
aircraft, l-litr. oscort )orsol1llel, arrived ia Vung Tau by sea on 23 Octobor 
1967 aad 15 CH-6.:l I S \lere delivered b:/ air on 30 OC'~obur 1,)67. Illitiulmain­
to,Ja.lCO su?port Ciline from in-country r6sourc<)s of tho 34th General Support 
Group. About mid-"ovomber tl.e perimeter had been re-0stablished and tho 
squadron nlovod. into tt.o o,)en field--t.;l0 ;:troD. it presently occupies. Again 
the co,wtruction prol;,ram began b.' ;)ouring C()ilCrete, constructing buildings, 
la;,riJl(:; PSI' add errc,ctLll:, r,mill tents, l'r'~I'inb buildi,lgs uith electriciti and 
building but'cer and llEJttor s),ouors and l: .. trines &ily i The ruiny Douson 
ended just ,)rior to tho squadI'm: u!'ri val lJut all occ;:tsional rain lmuld have 
boon u;>proci2.t()d to settl" t;,.., dust. On Hovembor 22, C Troop became O.'CON 
to tho JU71orie{\l Division at Chu Lui :llld a numb"r of staff officor cJmnc;oD 
rcsul ted. Tho iluildin6 ;Jro[,ram wns to cCHtiilUe until Septembor 1968 with 
lnrl;c interr";Jtio'lB duo to the' k.cticn.l oitmtion. 
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C) 

LTC Lalll"OllCC Jol'Hnon 
LTC Stephen F. Camcron 
LTC hobort Ii. Rout(Jr 

LTC Je.r.JOo D. Hardt 

rIM Owon Ho.xton 
liM Alfrod J. Illor 
H&J Scott T. J:iym:m 

S-l 

l'LAJ Ray Hill 
CPT L:llIrel1co R. KmJyon 
ililJ 'Jilliru.l B. vlildor 

S-l HCO 

SEC Percival n. Crisp 
SiC Russoll ~ •• Hillur 

S-2 

lLAJ Robert W. Cock 
iLIJ Charles L. BrOlffi 
lJ&ilK 
HAJ lwb0rt A. Lofford 
C2T Hichaol .~. Hodge 

S-2 HCO 

HoG liornor ? Harder 
Sli'C Goorr;o J>. U ray 

S-3 

() 
CI"l1'1'ill 3 

Do;oloYl1l("lt. k .30 Her 60 (lOJan6'l,,26J:mcB ell t1nergy Lv) 30 lIar 60 t.o J. 5 ~;~D 68 
15 Sep 6n t~"", " ':1' ... ,J 4 ." •• :, •• (;.&. (', 

De·'l~-Y""[l.J. .r,t 1. ... -:- )"\J~l'" 0'7 .I.~ .. ,I.. v ""' ... J ~ .., 

22 Dec 67 to :'0 1.1.;;: 68 
25 Sop 68 to PrCSClr~ 

Deploymcnt to 10 11:lr 68 
10 liar 613 to 3 Sap 68 
3 Sop 68 to Presont 

De;>loymC:lt to 9 Oat 60' 
9 Oct 68 to Present 

De)loyment to 20 Feb 68 
20 Feb 68 to 14 Apr 68 

9 Jun 68 to II Se? 68 
1 Oct 68 to fI'usent 

DO;Jlo;ymol1t to 25 Oct 68 
25 Oct 66 to Present 

11M Richard H. Harden D(3plo~1lll()nt to 27 Sa? 68 
l'lM Richard H. Harshnll 27 Sep 613 to Presunt 
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ASST S-3 

W,J Robert Hafford Deployment to 22Jov 67 
CPr JOllcph C. Gross III 22 j~cv 67 to :'.1 .S(,)) 68 
CPT JorrY L. Causoy 11 Sop 65 to 1. (let, 6el 
CPT ltichael G. LD.lf 1 Oct 68 to j'n .i).)d 

S-3 ,JCO 

NSG Jacldo Conroe 
lSO Williurn C. Ohl 
SFC HalmTaY Hadford Jr. 

11M Florll.1.l1 A. 'fhiring 
CPr J 'JS oph L~0bu 
CPr Ted Bidigaro 
lIAJ Frank Heegan 

De.)loyr.lmr;; b:> 9 C," L (,8 
9- .bct (.13 td e j.T:.r: .. " Sf; 
8 Nov W to Pl'O!'dnt, 

DC.r;"!.Cj"r.-40.1t. t.o ';' ;~.!~J (;!3 
7 ::3\-~~) 6l~ to jJ~' tG;;" 6("; 
J U... "iO· .• , t')8 t .. ·, °1'/ j',:,',';;- I;.',f,r, •. uv ....... ,,; ... ,'-•. ) 

17 Nov 68 to h';."l;;l!-:; 

CPr Riclmrd V. Doty Activation to 17 Jlpr 67 
i'iAJ Charles L. Brown Jr 17 Apr 67 to 18 Feb 68 
!-1M IJilliur,l B. Ifilder 18 Feb 68 to 3 Sep 68 
HAJ \lillard D. Conklin 4 Sop 68 to Prosent 

FIRS'r Si1iG;£JUT 

iiSG Robort L. Frazier 
Sl"C Uarvin C. Gibson 
SFC James Touchstoao 
S~'C I:(;ru.::.n r:L th 
lSO hobort L. Greene . 
iiUl'Oh OliIC....i. 

cPT Jolul P. Goso 
lLT Horbort C. Gatos 
lLT Carlin N. Craig 

AVL1TlOil ;;l!:C'l'IOn L&lD6R 

CPT Dallas ~I. Halcomb 
cn James ~I. Basta 
CVl2 David P. Davis 

TROOP SlJP!'LY OFFICll/. 

Activation to 10 .lov 67 
10 ,lov 67 to 1 May 68 
1 Hay 68 to 9 Oct 68 
10 Oct '68 to 31 Oct 68 
1 Ilov 66 to Present 

Deployment to 6' liov 68 
6 ,lov 68 to 10 Jan 69 
11 Jan 69 to Present 

Deployment to 2 Jun 68 
2 Jun 68 to 27 Sop 68 
28 Sep 68 to Present 

CW2 David J. Peterson Deployment to 1 Oct 68 
\oil Fredrick R. Bonnett lOct 68 to Prosent 

-.----~-.-
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H0TOli. SBRG);:H'lT 

SSG Daniel II. Feazello 7 Oct 6~ to 7 Oct, 68 
SFC Francis 1. Badon 8 Oct. 63 'l,I) P;:',j,,;,,,yi; 

Sl'C illbc;rt Ar:lnao Jr. 
SSG Thomas L. Damm 

,C\'J2 J 080ph S~Bt.:J.rich 
WI Hor..er-o ~i, (Hom!: 

DoplOJml.Gl""~ .;~() '7 f).; t, 63 
7 Oct. 68 t-.: [-''':o",o'"n'0 

26 ~?sb 6a liO '17 P'; c 61-; 
J':~ 1)':\(~ 60 tv ;:::·l.:;(~H·b 

/) 
\j 
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CHAPTER 4 

/;,. TACTICAL COI'Il:!I'fTllEIJTS: During '~:'.ir i)C'io(~ Headquarters Troop ;:>ersonnel 
Tolarmed forwurd cor,1Illi.U1d posts at Oasis, KOlltuH: lJ.,ld w.k To for short periods of 
timo from November 1967 until Juno 196[;, Dud .• !?: 'TtT' tho ontire Squadron's 
activitios and onertiies were devetod to the Kontum area which liUS nearly all 
eccupied by tho NVA. Howevor, from June through l~ovUlilber 1968 a largo troop 
colillll1ttmcnt )1l£UlIled tho forward CP at Ban No Thout &:let in support of A Ilnd D 
Troop oporations. This support naturally illcludeq. 1h013S personnol with largo 
car.unittmonts··of cOl11Ilmnications, medical, l'11lintonanco, S-2.lllld S-3 personnel. 
Another suries of forward CPs wure ostablishod at Kontum Illld west of Ploi 
Morong for the m<.:i1th long operations agllillst the North Vietnamese Amy rood 
in the Ilrea. 

B. SlJ?PLY CCH1UTT1!El'ITS: Independent of S-4 aild Headquarters Troop supply, 
headquarters persOlulel operated the ~ntire squlldron technical supply until 
late i~ovombor 1968. At that timo the SuP?ly.was divided,and each separate 
air cavalry treop givon a section plus all nen~viation partD such os motor 
pool parts were moved to tt.eir respective sections. 

C. IJS;)ECTIOj~S: The unit did not receivo any tonnal inspeotions after 
arriving in countT'J until 12 Sop 66, when thlJ He.; Troop was given an Ullan" 
nounced CWII by 1st ljV,~ Bde. Weak Ilreas wore in Ammunition, POL, Dud Hnin­
tUllUilCO and Hilil1t(manoe /'InllULement; howover, tho ~'roop rocaivud an ovorall 
satisfo.ctoI"',{ rati;.1€.' ' 

Th() Squadron WIS schedulud tv rucoive the ,lOI on 4-8 .lov 68. A pro-AUI 
was admi.dsterud by the 17th GAG and tt.e 4th In! Div during Oct 66. Much 
improwmo,lt l,as shown in all nreas and ninny favQrabla comments were received 
from mlJIllb(lI'S of the AGI TeUlil. 
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CllJl.PTilll 5 

A. EQlJIPj'I&,rr: Headquart"rs Troop h~tll :\~,:', ",i}::lc,l'r(ono tho 1m'go, cguJ.pment 
changes that tho 11110 troops havG? 1-(:.vJw·:~'t"0! ~ 'th(;,~Q h[,D 'bU·3:t~ .:l. Ch~:'..llt~a in tho 
IIUlintenance structure. Initially tho !.('t,h T.G ::etaehr.l'311-b pi':)I':.dsJ. an mail1-
tenance sup:)ort of tho line troops. Gl',",;\,,,, Vy f.l'! a:lo. RT. '!;vcms u"-r'i vCld ill 
country and soon all tlJ.O ,;troops had tli~.:Hj"7! 'ttiU1lln llnd thn LO'~h ~C v..Y.!'.S dOilcti­
vated and rotur.led to the states.' Dur i.::!!: :';,ctJk1r.bc!'· l108 ti'to :I nst J.'er.lailling 
uH-lCs in tho troop were turnod il1tu SUP,));,;' Cll~'tlll(":'.S anti as c f Jacember ]968 
the troo, had on hand' five UH-lHs and om: '[;,.6A Beo.v01'. The U-OIL was turned 
in for reissue to another unit 011 26 Jan 69. 

B. LISTAllilTIO,/: Upon arrival the Troop W;lS hcused ill te'1ts. 'l'he 4th Inf 
Div Ei1gineors office allocated and apprvv"d the construction of pennanont 
buildings for th& Troop. On 19 April 1968, the mess hall was destroyed by 
firo. The mess holll was rebUilt, enlarged aud dedicated on 15 October 1968. 

Tho first 90rmano:lt aircraft han~ar wc.s com .It.>ted by C Troo>, in llovambor 
1968, and cOllstruction ,is under way to complote a second bangar tor A Troop • 

. 
, From Sept.,mb<>r 1968 until preot.>nt, the motor vO!l1cle maintenance was 

oporattJd under a squadron coasolidated concept. The area WllS extremoly poor, 
in as much a5 no purmanent mai.lteuallCt; buildings were built. }Ia:l.utenance was 
hrunpeored by monsocn ruins and mud. A permanent vehicle maintenallce shop will 
be compl"ted in J ulluary 1969. llaintonanco rosponsibili. ties will then b", 
given back to tho i .. dividual troops. Vehicle" and Engineer PLL was moved frem 
tho flight lin6 to the new office ill the motor pool and a r~organized main-
tenance system wns plncoJd into effect. ' . 
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SILV'..ill STAR 

LTC J ohllson 8 14ur 68 

W3IO,f 011 HElUT 

LTC Cam"ron 2 Sop 6b 

DISTIlfOU ISHJill ~'LYIlfG CROSS 
,·-t, 

CP'!, Busta 2 Sep 68 
CPTiuung· 20 Sop 68 
11M Ing1utt 29 Aug 68 
lIM Iller 27 Jan 68 
HAJ \~ilder 16 Hay 68 

BRONZE STAR 

CPT Basta 17 Jun 6& 
C:"l' Causey 27 Ju1 68 

. , S~'C Crisp 26 llay 68 
0\'14 Gurr"tt 22 Dot 68 
i1i,J Gross 2 Mar 69 
lISO Harder 16 Oct 68 
S$ Hollis 20 Sep 68 
CPT Lnehu 10 Aug 68 
lIlw Harden 7 Stl]? 61l 
HSG Ohl 18 Dec 68 
SP, Stidham 12 Oct 66 
PFC Wright 2, Mar 68 
cn Konyon 7 llov 68 
CPT Boyd 21 Dec 68 
11M Brmm 28 Oct 66 
JIAJ Inglett 24 Aug 68 
lIM ililder 26 Nov 68 

AI!.HY CGlllJ>.IDATION IfuDAL 

CPT Basta 11 Jan 66 
sp4 Carrillo 2 Mar 68 
sPS Dabrowski 8 Fob 68 
sp4 Emlurds 2 lfur 68 

.i sp4 1!.'w1ng 6 l1nr 68 
SSG Hollis· 2 Mar 66 

, 1 

I 
I 

J 
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C) 

LTC Johnson 
SSG Padgett 
100 Touchstone 
SPS Horr:i.son 

13 Jan 6~ 
16 Jul 68 
28 Aug 68 
18 Jun 68 

o 

None 


