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HISIOKY OF HEsSDQUALTHIS ThoO?

FORWARD

This document will serve as the initial history of Headgquarters Troop

from the period of activation until 31 December 1968, Currently the only
morning reports on file date from April 1967, Efforts have been made to
obtain access to the morning reports for the missing period from activation
on 25 Wovember 1966 until April 1967. This history is not meaat to be an
exhortation on the merits of the troop or the squadron; its purpose is to
objectively portray importaat events which lead to the activation, deployment,

and functional being of tle air cavalry squadron. Some events have been
ondtted, not because the; were unimportant, but die to the lack of factual

data, However, the facts preseated herein present certain aspects of the
troop's back;round which otherwise might be forgotten.

CLAPTER 1
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The squadron natch is only available on OD cloth with black characters.
The horse shoe ceatered in the patch represents the horse cavalry of our
heritage while the superimposed lightning bolt represents the speed, power,
and strongtl that air and ground vehicles have given the modern cavalry,
The flasher with the words LUTHLuSS KRIDERS appears beneath the circular patch.
The avionics door on the nose of all Tth Squadron UH-1H aund AH-1G helicopters
bears a white horse shoe with yellow lipghtning bolt on a black background.
. LIH{aGE A.D HOJCHS

Constituted 1 July 19i6 in the Regular Army as Troop C, 17th Cavalry and
organized at Fort Bliss, Texas.

Tnactivated 26 September 1921 at the.Presidio of Montersy, California
Redesignated 1 July 1940 as Troop G, 17th Cavalry (Corps Reconnaissance)
Disbanded 9 ifarch 1951

Reconstituted !} May 1959 in tke Regular Army as Troop G, 17th Cavalry
Activated 6 December 1962 at Fort Ord, Califoriia

Inactivated 31 August 1965 at Fort Ord, California

Redesignated 27 September 1966 as Headquarters and Headquarters Troop,
7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry (orgaaic elemeants concurreatly constituted)

Activatod 25 dovember 1706 at Fort Knox, Kentucky
CAIPATG. PARTICIPATION CHaDIT

WORLD WAR II

Northern France
Rhineland

Ardennes-Alsace
Central Europe

DECCRATIONS

Pending President Unit Citation
Pending Heritorcus Unit Citation
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CHAPTER 2

BACRGILGLWD
HEADGUARTLES AJD HEADGUALTLELS TROC? was activatod 25 October 1966 by
General Order 249, Headquarters, US Army Armor Center, Fort Knoax, Kentucky
10121 dated 25 Jovember 19466 under TCE 17-9 Oct. The center of activities
for the troop aad the squadron was Godman army Air Field at Fort Knox.
Based on the proven valuo‘of the lst Squadron, 9th Cavalry with the 1st
Cavalry Division, two armored squadrons, the 3rd Squadron and the 7th Squad-
roa fram the 17th Cavalry Regiment were rcactivated and designated as air
cavalry squadrons, As with all newly activatcd units the squadron, for the
next few months, rececived porsomnel and equipment almost daily. Those per-
sonnel assigned to the Squadron at that time iimediately started planning
and making preparations for the training program. Other training exercisos
werc conducted at Camp Atterbury, Indiana, the Mountain Ranger Camp,
Dahlonega, Gecriia as well as the Fort Knox Reservation. The Rangers
provided the air cavalry squadron with threo days of training and practical
anplication in na.ager techniques and repelling of infantry, Additionally,
the scouts and gun ships began working in mountainous arcas for the first
time against aggressors,

The line troops of this squadron were all activated on I} February 1967
officially, cven though they physically existud prior to that., Thus Hsad-
quarters wroop carried everyonc in the squadron on their morning reports
and other administrative documents until February., By April 1967 the troop
strength was 17 officers, 4 warrant oftficer, and 135 enlisted men. These
morning reports rcilect that individuals started taking Q4 leaves near the
end of July, and coutimed through august and september. Advaaced squadron
level training commenced 5 July 1967 with the squadron making road and air
movement to Camp Dawsou, West Virginia with the National Guard and Spocific
- Forces Hoscrves, Thercfore, during thoe period of April, Hav, aad June one
can asswae that normal POl activities such as raage firing, conex container
packing, final aircraft and vehicular maintcnance and the various inspec~
tions wore all taking place. The squadron did coaduct a lengthy field
training ciercise on the Fort Kinox reservaticn and the Green River area
which inc’uded aerial gunnery. .lever before had so many helicopters assem-
bled at Fort Kaox and only Fort Bemning, with tlio aetivation of the lst — -
Cavalry Division can compare with Fort Knox for air activity during those
days. Over 17h aircraft were involved with both squadrons training and
flying. The squadron ATT was administered by the US Army Aviation Group
(PLOV) from Fort Knox. The testing area sclected was tlie Green ltiver area
near Campbellsville, Kentucky. The ATT, couducted 2+ August covered all
aspects of air cavalry operaticvus. Persomiel from the forming 7th Armored
Squadron, lst 4ir Cavalry served as agpressors, No records are available to
determine the dates when equipment loft Fort Knoax to be locaded on the ship
at lobile, Alabama; however, on 18 August 1967 the squadron inintenance
officer, Major Joseph Tuiring, departed to Sharp aramy Depot. During the next
twe wocks, stortisg 28 august, the 47 organic aircraft to the Squadron
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departed Fort Kinax for Sharp Ammy Depot, Latlirop, California. On L October
1967 the troop propared to depart Fort Knox and submitted its first morn-
ing report with tho USALPAC A0 SF 96558 heading. On 9 October 1967 the
the troop was alrlifted from Stanford IFicld, Louisville, Kentucky to Oak-
laind Army Terminal, Oakland, Califoruia. Tho trocp, with the remainder of
he squadron aad the 3/17th cavalry, boardsd tho USJS General delson i,
Walkor and departed on 10 October 1967, On 27 October 1967 the troons
arrived at Qui ihon, LVJ with a strengtlh of 20 officers, L warraat officers
and 163 enlistcd mea. By couvoy they procecded throupgh thoe An khe Pass to
Camo Enari to become OPCCJ to tho Lhth Infantry Division., The advaiced party
of 75, mostly waintouance persomiel, lauded at Bien Hoa on 13 October 1967
and wero tiicin flowa to Ploilu and Vung Tau respectivoly. The cha’n of come
mand, however, for tho squadroi runs to 17th Combot Aviation Group in iha
Trang and next to 1st iviation Brigade in long Binh, The lst armcrad
Squadron, 10th Cavalry prcvided he recoptici, housing, lopistical support
and assisted tle squadron with an in-conndry oricutation trainiag pregram
to becoue c)erationsl as soon as possibls, Por tho next month the troop
lived in GP teats while tle outer perimctor of Camp Lnari was enlarged to
acccrtodate the huthless heliport, revetmsnt arca, and base complex. The
aircraft, with cscort jersomnel, arrived in Vung Tau by sca on 23 Octoboer
1967 and 15 CH-6i's were delivered by air on 30 October 1967. Initial main-
teaaace support caime from in-country resources of the 3lhth General Support
Group. 4bout mid-Jovember tlie perimeter had beon re-cstablished and the
squadron moved into the open field-~tie area it prusently occupiess Again
the construction program began by pouring coacrete, constructing buildings,
laying PSP and errveting main teats, wiving buildings with electricit, and
bullding butter and vetter shewers and litrines deilys The rainy soason

- ended Just prior to the squadron arrival Lut an oeccasional rain weuld have

been appreciated to settle tue dust. On Hovembor 22, C Troop became O2CON
to thic americnl Division at Chu Iai and a nuber of staff officor changoa
resulted, The building projram was to ceatinue natil September 1968 with
large interruptions due to the toctical oitunticn.
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Sulaliid COMHA JDET: 2

LTC Lawwrcinee Johison
LTC Stephen F, Camcron
LIC Lobert M. Reuter

o
CiaPIER 3

COLLAD 40T COILOL

Deployment t 20 ler A8 (10Jans3.

30 Mar 08 to 15 3S:n 6B

15 Sep 68 t5 Poescnd
»

SQADKO] DAUTY CCri Lu:TDiJi s

LTC Jenmes D, pHarctt -

2% Apr o8 to 7 oul &

- SQUADLO:T EXSCUTIVE OFFTCLLs

MaJd Owon Hoxton
Had Alfred J. Iller
MAJ Scott T. Lyman

S~1

tIAJ Ray Hi11

CPT Lawrence K. Kemyon
HAJ William B, Wilder
S=1 HCo

SFC Pcreival k. Crisp
SIC Russell L. iiller

52

HAJ Robert W, Cock
liad Charles L. Brown
LReaK

Had Kobert A, Lefford
CPT Hichael w. liodge
S«2 HCO

HSG wWerner ?, Harder
SFC Georpge L. Gray

5~3

IIAJ Richard H. Marden
Had Richard H, Marshall

Denloymens e 1% Bac 67
22 Dec 67 to 26 wug 68
25 Sop 68 to Present

Deployment to 10 Mar 68
10 Har 68 to 3 Sep 68
3 Scp 68 to Presont

Deployment to 9 Ost 68°
9 Oct 68 to Present

Desloyment to 20 Feb 68
20 Feb 68 to 1, apr 68

9 Jun 68 to 11 Sen 68
1 Oct 68 to Prosent

denloymeit to 25 Qct 68
25 Oct 66 to Prosent

Deployment to 27 Sep 68
27 Sep 08 to Prescnt

~
20000

&€ on Pmergy Iw)




;"\

@

ASST 5.3

I Robert Hefford Deployment to 22 Llov 67
CPT Joseph C. Gross III 22 Hov 67 o i Sup AB

CPT Jorry L. Causcy 11 Sep €8 tc i Oet &3
CPT Michael G. law 1 Oct 68 to prrcsans

S~-3 CO

MSG Jaclde Conroe Dealoymoeus to 9 Loy 58
15G William C, Ohl 9 0ot 65 to & il &8
SFC Halaway Radford Jr, 8 Hov €6 to Presens

SWADROd MAT M Eida.JCL OFFICER

HAJ Florian A, Thiring bepleymead to © Son 45
CPT Jascpli Lachu 7 Jep 63 to 10 Vov 50
CPT Ted Bidigaro 1G siov 68 1o 1Y Few &5

MAJ Frank Meogan 17 Nov 68 to prusent

HEADQUAKTLRS TROCP CGiii AJDER .

CPT Ricliard V. Doty Activation to 17 apr 67
HAJ Charles L. Brown Jr 17 Apr 67 to 18 Feb 68
HAJ Willian B, Wilder 18 Feb 68 to 3 Sep 68
HAJ Willard D. Conklin U Sep 68 to Present

FIRST SiukGii T

115G Roburt L. Frazier - Activation to 10 Jov 67
SI'C Marvin C. Uibson 10 dov 67 to 1 May 68
SFC James Touchstone - 1 lay 68 to 9 Oct 68
S¥C I'cruzu Toth 10 Oct 68 to 31 Oct 68
15G hobert L. Greene 1 Hov 68 to Presecnt

LOTGL O¥FICL. | -
CPT John P. Goso Deployment to 6 sov 68

1LT Herbert C. Gates 6 dov 68 to 10 Jan 69
1IT Carlin N, Craig 11 Jan 69 to Present

AVIATION SECTION LEaDER

CPT Dallas W, Halcomb Deployment to 2 Jun 68

C2T James M. Basta 2 Jun 68 to 27 Sep 68
CW2 David P, Davis 28 Sep 68 to Present

ThOOP SUPPLY OFFICER

CW2 David J. Peterson  Deployment to 1 Oct 68
Wl Fredrick R, Bennett 10ct 68 to Present

TN
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MUTOR SERGRANT

SSG Dandoel W, Feazelle T Oct 67 to T Ozt A8
SFC Francis L. Baden B8 0zt 63 to Prusunt

FLIGHT OPLitaTIOHS S_RGALT

SIC slbert aranao Jr. Deploymens %o 7 Qqb 68
855G Thomas L. Damm 7 Cet 68 o Pruseat

TROO? 1iaL:IVielh JCIE OFFICER |

. CW2 Josaph Sastarich 75 Feh 85 to 17 Tho 6F
Wl Rober= ¥. (lowk 1 Dac 85 to Tregcud

S
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CHAPTER |

UNIT ORHRATIONS

ho TACTICAL COMMITTMBJTS: During this pciiod Headquarters Troop nersonngl
manned forwerd command posts at Oasis, Kontun, and Dok To for short periods of
timo fram Wovember 1907 until Juno 196L, Durd.g 'Ti?' the ontire Squadron's
activitics and onergies were devoted o tho Kontum aroa which was nearly all
occupied by the WVA., However, from June through November 1968 a largo troop
committment menned the forward CP at Ban Mo Thout Bast in suppert of A and D
Troop operations. This support naturally included woss peraonnel with large
camittments ‘of conmunications, medical, maintenanco, S$~2 and S-3 personnol,
Another sericd of forward CPs were ostablishod at Kentum and west of Plod
Morang for the mcath long operations against tho North Vietnameso Army road
in the area,

B, SUPPLY CQEITTHENTS: Independont of S-l and Headquarters Troop supply,
headquarters persomncl operatoed tho entiro squadron technical supply until
late Wovember 1968. At that time the supply was divided and each saparate
alr cavalry troop given a section plus all non~aviation parts such as motor

pool parts wcre moved to their respective sections.

C. I.ISCUCTIONS: The unit did not roceive amy formal inspections after
arriving in country until 12 Sep 68, whon the HG Trocp was given an unan-~
nounced Gitil by 1st AVN Bde. Weak arsas were in Armunition, POL, and Main-
tenancoe and Maintenance Hanagement; howuver, the Troop receivid an overall
satisfactory rating. '

The Squadron w.s scheduled to roceive the AGI on 4~8 dov 68. A pre-aGI
was admisistered by the 17th CAG and the hth Inf Div during Oct 68, Much
dmprovement was shuwn in all areas and many favorable comments were received
from members of the AGI Team,




CHAPTER 5
BQUIRES 20 TR TALIATIONS

A. EQUIPMEIT: Headquarters Troop has nen aadzrone the largo- couipment
changes that the linec troeps have, Hewover, there hes bes o chinuge in tho
maintenance structure., Indtially the 40tk T0 Detacknent providsd all mailn-
tenance support of the line troops. Grodvally ¥03 aand RI Loows areived in
country and soon all tlie troops had theis tesws and tho LOth 70 woa deactie
vated and roturned to the states.  Duriug Septudber 1908 tie last remaining
UH=1Cs in the treop were turned into supsly chaaneis and as cof Dscember 1968
the troo, had on hand five UH~1Hs and one T84 Beaver. The U-dh was turned
in for reissue to another unit on 26 Jan 69.

B, XLJISTALLATICJ: Upon arrivdl the Troop wus housed in teats, The 4th Inf
Div Eagineers office allocated and appruved the construction of permanent
bulldings for the Troop. On 19 April 1968, the mess hall was destroyed by
firo, The mess h2ll was rebullt, enlarged aud dedicated on 15 October 1968.

Tho first jsermancut aircraft hangar was comleted by C Troop in dovember

" 1968, ond construction is under way to camplote & second hangar for A Troop.

. From Septembor 1968 until preswit, the motor vehicle maintenance was
oporated under a squadroa coasolidated concept. The area was extremoly poor,
in as mich as no pormanent maiutenance buildings were built. Maintenance was
hampered by monsocn rains and mud. A permanent vohiclo maintenmice shop will
be completed in Jamary 1969. Maintonanco responsibilities will then be
given back to tho iadividual troops. Vehicle-and Engineer PLL was moved fram
the flight line to the new office in the motor pool and a roorganized nmain-
tonance system was placud into effect. . o




LTC Johnson
LEGION OfF MERIT

LTC Cameron

SILVLR STAR

8 Mar 68

2 Sep 6b

DISTINGUISH&D FIYING CROSS

CPT Dasta
CPT foung:

1iad Ingluett

HAJ Iller

" MAJ Wilder

BRONZE STAR

CPT Basta
CIT Causay
SKFC Crisp

CWly Garrett

Mad QGross
1SG Harder
SuG Hollis
CPT Lachu
Hnd HMarden
s8¢ Ohl

SP5 Stidham

PFC Wright
CP’T Kenyon
CPT Boyd

HAJ Browm

IMad Inglett

HAJ Wilder

2 Sep 68

20 Sep 68
29 Aug 68
27 Jan 68
16 Hay 68

17 Jun 6b
27 Jul 68
26 May o8
22 Oct 68

2 Mar 69
16 Oct 68
20 Sep 68
10 sAug 68
7 Sap 68
18 Dec 68
12 Oct 68
25 Mar 68
7 Hov 68
21 Dsc 68
28 Oct 68
2y Aug 68
26 Nov 68

ALY COMLIEMATION MEDAL

CPT Basta

SPL Carrilloe
SP5 Dabrowslidi
apPly Edwards

SPly Ewing

53G Hollds -

11 Jan 68
2 Mar 68
8 Feb 68
2 Mar 68
6 Mar 68
2 Mar 68
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LTC Johnson
S5G Padgett
15¢ Touchstone
SPS Morrison

O

ARTY COMMuADATTON MubiL (CONT)

13 Jan 68
16 Jul 68
28 Aug 68
18 Jun 68

HOJOR LOL: ofF dM kS KILLDh 1y HRURERY:

None



