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TROOP 0, 

CJ 

DEPARTMEm' OF THE ARM! 
7TH A!llIORED SQUADRON, 17TH AIR CAVAIRY 
, APO SAN FRANCISCO 96262 

HISToRy OF C TROOP 

FORWARJ'J 

This document is a surnmal'lY of the activities of "C" Troop, 7th Armored 
Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry. It covers the period from activation until 31 
Dece~er 1968. Some facts have been omitted, not because they-were un­
important, but due to the lnck of data. However, the facts presented herein 
present certain aspects of the troop's background which otherwise might be 
forgotten. 

For the relatively short time that our "Charlie" Troop has existed, 
W'a have moved fast and have accomplished much. However, this is only the 
beginning. With the spirit and the zeal which is inherant to the' unit, "COl 
Troop continues to build what !.'"ill ultimately be a long, proud, and ildmirable 
history. 
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CHAPl'ER I 

IIERA1DRY 

5th Unit Patch of 

(J 

7th Armored Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry 

; ~,., ';,', '_. .. ,. 

The G'lUl.Qroo pat<./I ::5 cnly Il:Jail",blp. 011 on cloth with black charl\ctp.rs._~ 
Tn<' hOrse ~J1ac; ceqter"li 'in th" patch reoresentl' the l>orse cavalry of our -
h~rit2.8F. wh; Jc t,h,) !jupd-in'pOIl"d lj p.htnjne: bolt represent~ the speed, nower, 
and st.ren!)th that air and p:rolll'd.vehicles ha"e given the modern cav-alry. 
The fl~"her ,d ch the words nU'l'HLESS /lJ~. appears beneath the c:l.rcular 
!"'I,,",cn. Tile avionics door on t·he no' e of all 7th Squadron U!I-IJl and Atl-IG 
helicopters bears a white horse s~oe with yellow l:lphtninp bolt on II black 
bacl<~ound. -
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

LINEAGE AND HONORS 

7th SQUADRON, 17th CAVALRY 

Constituted 1 July 1916 in the Regular A:rm;r as Troop G, 17th CavaJ.r;y 
and organized at Fort BUm., Texas 

Ir.'.ct1.vate::! 26 SaptfJm'?er 1921 at the Presidio of Monterey, California 
Rcd()signatf.d 1 July J940 as Troop G, 17th Cavalry (CO:'Pf ReCOlm'lisllan(8) 
Disbanded 9 March 1951 
Reconstituted L May 1959 in the Regular A:rm;r as Troop G, 11th Cavalry 
Activated ~ December 1962 at Fort Ord, California 
Inactivated 31 August 1965 at Fort Ord, California 
RfJdesignated 27 September 1966 as Headquarters and Headquarters Troop, 

7th Sq'ladron, 17th :::avalry (organic elmnents concurrently ncr.dituted) 
Acttlrated 25 November 1966 at Fort Knox, Kentucky 

C~fPAIGN PARTICIPATION CREDIT 

WORLD WAR II 
Northern France 
Rhineland 
Ardenness-Alsace 
Central Europe 

DECOR.'.TIONS 

NONE 

---
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The C ",'.cop patch was designed by Warrent Offioer Robert Allen J!llllGS~ 
a lll\lmbe~' of 0 'l'r-oop from October 1967 to December 1968. 

A, black horlN uith wings of fire before a yellow background with a 
red bO/lt'de,'. Til" Yll.lmerical notation of 17 in blue above the horse represents 
the 17th Sq\laf;jron and the troops motto on the flag below the crest is blue 
01'1 a whi te bile ka'rou;]d with a red boarder. 

The piltd\ :ren~cts the tradition and proud history of the horse cavalry 
or. 8Se.li pa.t and the ai.r cavalry of t.oday1s army as Troop C issues its 
c.h-.UlI1\ge ' 

Th$ p<lt.Ch ts 8l1ai'ole in cloth with the ab~v€ mentioned colors and as 
a pl'es.sure StlIlBi.t.ive decal that appears on both sides of all of Troop C 
airc.ra.t. 
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CHAPTER II 

BACKGROUND 

On 5 October 1967 Troop C, 2nd Squadron, 17th Cavalry was formed at Fort Campbell, Kentucky as part of the reconnaissance element of the lOlst Airborne Division. Troop C was placed in the unusual position of having a full compliment of officers and enlisted men, but only 5 OH-23G rav~ns for it.s ;.,.~~1.:10" :18",,-1> ... Because of this C Troop did not deploy to the Republic vr Viet Nnm with the lOlst and the ground troops Qf the 2nd Squadron, 17th Cavalry. 
This period of time between 5 October and the end of December 1968 was an important time in the 'history of C Troop. C Troop commanded by Major Robert W. Frost was given the mission of moving the lOlst Divisions Support Command to the Republic of Viet Nam. The movement of the lOlst Division to the Republie of Viet Namwas a joint Army and Air Force operation call­ed "Operation Eagle Thrust" which to date is the largest airlift, in the history of the Army, Qf a unit into a combat situation. 
Major Frost was the movement officer for the lOlst Divisions Support Command which included the men and equipment of the Divisions Headquarter and Headquarters Company, Military Intelligence Section,· the Divisions Hospital and Medical Battalion, the 506 Signal Battalion, the 2nd Muint. Battalion, the lOlst Aviation Battalion·, and the 2nd Squadron, 17th Cavalry. To handle this task Major Frost, turned the officers a~d men of C Troop into deployment teams to facilitate the ·movement of the Division Support Command. 
Captain Michell Law, the gun platoon leader and his platoon Were givon tho responsibility of running tho Support Commnnd Mars~ling area. LTs Douglas P Hammond and Edward F Johnson and their Scout Section wore assignod to the Squadron as movement mfficers. The Lift Platoon under tho command of Capt,~in Robort Davis were responsible for running the weighing stations and computations of all equipment in the Divisions Support Command. As Operation Eagle Thrust went from the planning phase into the execution phose, C Troop's officers and enlisted mon started to work in 12 hour shifts 24 hours a day. After the Squadron departed Fort Campbell r;r's Hammond and Johnson became trouble shooters for tho Support Command. GQing to a unit prior to thoir movement and inspecting personnel and equipment so that faults could be corrected before their arrival in the marshalling area. The Dlll.rshalling aren under tho cOllll1lllnd of Captain Law, broke tho units down into aircraft loads, which was a constant battle as eqUipment was deleted and added while still trying to maintain the units integrity. It is with great pride and a feeling of aecomplishment that C Troop look~ baek at the part tt played in Operation Eagle Thrust and the mOVGment .f the lOlst Airborne Division te the Republic of Viet Nam. TToop C recicved its aircraft on or around the first of January 1968, and the t~op began its training cycle for deployment to the Republic of Viet ~ram sched.J.led for the first part of June 1968. The last two weoks in 11areh were spent in the field conducting the troops Fl'X under tho command of llajor Frost. C Troop originally located itself at area f8 on the Fort Campbell reservation. As the troop developed its taGtios and methods of enployment, Mnjor Frost moved the base of operations several times from area 28 to the various drop lanes on the reservation while still conducting its FTX. The troop learned 00117 thing" -luring its two -.,\c FTX IlIUVI'IlS t,ll-01\7 



I 
" 
" i! 

--
() C) 

arctic survival, as snow and froezing rain were the provalant weather 
cond it ions, 

The troop tmderwent two ATT's in the month of April. The first was 
conducted by the 6th' Infantry Divisions Avbtion Battalion at Fort Campbell. 
The sc)C()!1cl '\'\'.S oondueted at Crunp Atterbury, Indiana by the First of the 
NL::1"ch Ail" Cavalry f,:cm Fort Knox, Kentucky. During these two ATT's C Troop 
fi.naJ.i.,~ed its tactics and benifited greatly from the assistnnco given to 
C T)~oo[l by the 1/9 Air Cavalry throught its training week. 

On 1 M'lY 1968 Troop C, 2nd Squadron, 17th Cavalry was redesignated 
Troop C, 7th S'lundron, 17'bh Ai,;: Cn.valry by gener&;!. o::,dor~ 116 datod 27 April 
1968, 'fhis chlln~ of unit designatio!; involved !l: maja:' upheavel in C Troop. 
C Troop changed from the Atl' Troop in D. ground Cavalry Squadron to an Air 
Cavalry 'T'1'<)op in an Al.r Cavalry Squadron. This change involved a new TOE 
~.\1 ¥lhic.h tl\e !IIll.jor change was the elimination of our old mnintenco platoon. 

By the Slid of M'lY 1968 C Troop had completed its trairiing for deploy­
mellt to the Iicpl1b'jic of Viet Ham and had proparod its aircraft and ·voi!:::::.::lS 
for' sh ipl'le.nt. Th<l a hoc.raft wero flolm t.o Sharp Army Qepet in Stockton 
Goll.fornla f!'olll 'FOl't Gal"pboll by tho m,~mbljrB of Troop C" Those who took part 
ill t.he. ',:':t.:i oper.a.tl.on plann",d by Captain Robert Davis wUl long remembor 
1he f Jj silt 3114 the vari.ous RON location'>, 'I'\le VohHle and connexes lift 
Mob.i:le. AlabaMa on thG loth cf Juno 196(1 ,CT, -th" Jlmerican Corsair bound for 
Qv;i.n ~on.1 flepubUc cr Viet Nam. On 4 JuJ,,.. '}1.1r advnnced party connnnndad 
1>:)' Mdjor WHll/IITl 'r Glover left Fort Calnpb'211 and !Il:rivF.)d on 6 July at Camp 
Enari

l 
Pl.Q'ik~, RepubUc of Viet Nam. On 15 J'uly the nnin bo~y of Troep C 

departed Fort CllaJpbe.U on an Air Foroe C .. litl nnd arriYed at New Pleiku Air 
Basel Republ io of' Viet Nron on 16 July 196&. On 20 July the rear detachment 
ar:ri.ve<l in Pl.ell(u on a c~14l. On 10 Augu:;t our '!Chj.~los and connoxs arrived 
by convoy fr.om Quin Nhrm, Our troops aircral't arri.ved aboard tho aircraft 
carri.Q'II Kula Gulf fr;:;m Californin and liIil'e flown to Camp Enari on 10 July 1968. 

4s the troop prepared its men and eq~irment and improved its living 
qWl.rt.ers in an effort to become operat.ional a new TOE bQcame effectivo nnd 
C Troop t.u.rned in its Charl1e model gunships and replaced t.hom with the 
ne~'T9r AH .1G Cobra, ,],h1.:5 introduced a r.'lW prchlem bocnusoC Troop did not 
haye any' a"liator-S 4uali.fl~d ill, -th'? AH.la, By infusion of nvi:ltors and enlisted 
personnel the u-oop became operationa.l on 1 Sept~mber 1968, and qecBmo to 
makes i"\;S p'" ,", knoWn in the Central Uighlands. 
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CflA~ III 

lJNI'I' C1!'U:"4TI(lN~ 

From ~eptember 1, 1968 until Decem~pr 31, 1968, Troo~ C'provided 
support for the Fourth Infantry nivis; on. Tlurinl' t.his t51"e, thA troop 
activity consisted mainly of visnal reconnalssance in th", l)jv:Jsion ~(l 
in support of t.he First and Third Brllrades. 

Acti vity durin~ this tir>e I'1'l.S extremely 1:1 p'ht and contacts were 
few and far bebreen, consist:lnl' maJnlv of a~sist.:!nl1 l'lP's in contact 
and a few LRP extractions anrl medicAl mi.ssions. 

Troop r. had its first ma,10r contact. ann lost. :Its f:l rllt ai fOcra I't an 
OH-.6A piloted by LT H;d1"arti F. ,Tohnson aml 1'1' natdr.1r '1'. l'urphy, on 27 
Oct.ober 1968. '1'he Troop ll'a,<ie cont.act 1.ri+hR. platoon s1 zed force and 
killed twelve enemy wUh tt>eir ~H-l(Ps anti ~cout rq-6.~ 's, ~ souad from· 
the troop's ,I)ero-rifle platoon was inserted t.o search th" bodiAs for 
intelligence purpose, but they :I1"m",d:la t ely camA under intense auto-
matic weapons fire. l.fter several hour" of hAavy Mnt.act, tiur:lnlr' which 
the LOH was shot down: thA rAst of t.he Aero-~:lflA ~latoon was :Inserted 
along with an infantry COJ1l1"ony from t.he Th:lrrl·Pr:lP.'arle. A mech~ni!!ied 
Infantry platoon, also from the Th:l rd Pr:ll'arle. later arr; 'rAd on t.he 
sceen and contact was brokAn by the AnAITlV around lMO hours. '!'he 'ero­
Ilifle platoon and the do'-"npd a)l'crat c"ew we"p extractpd lAav:Jn" thA 
mechanized infantry ~latoon a.nr! the infantrv c0mp'my to 8eCl1re the arAa. 
Troop C was credited wjth thirty-six confirrnf'd .. ills and le.l:er :lntelli 17ence 
maintained th.<tt Troop C had 1"arle contact mth a P'lV al ion aized force •. 

Durjn? the week of 10 to 1'7 ~rOVetnbflr, 'l'roop C encoun'l;"rp.d heavy 
enemy contact on an almost daily basis alon~ the rSl"hodian Porder near 
Duc Co. Durin" t.his week Va ior Hobert "rost had one nommanrl a~d Cont.rol 
Helicopter shot up causinl( h:l.m t.o crash land at LZ lTera' ann a aAcond 
Command and Con'trol Heli copt"r recei vlld sever'll hlt.S rrom twof:l ftv . 
calibAr posit 4 0ns. HthoUf'h '1'roop C a;rcr'art '.-ere rece:lvjn" :lnt.ense anti­
aircraft flre and aircraft h:lts, they were ahle to m~.:Inta;n itll.II1:1ss:lon 
ready status anrl halt thp. pnemy advance, which turned :Into a retre~t 
towards Cambodia .• 

On 24 Now,mber 1968, Ifaior Hobert frost turned OVflr' his COJ11/11and to 
M8.10r .Terry Ledford. From this pArion untn ~l '¥!c"Jllhel:', 'l'l'OOP cont:lnued 
its reconnaissance :In support or thp. .. jret anrl Thirrl '5r:! I'ades, but 
enemy activit·v in the area '<as extreme Iv lilrht. 

. ,"." 

----
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CHUTER IV 

Ca-1MI\ND AND CONTROL 

TROOP COMMANDERS 
Maj Jackie M. Howard 
cpt Jrun'3S F •. Willoughdy 
cpt W'Llliam T. Glover 
llaj Robert W. Frost 
Haj Jerry G. Ledford 

TROOP XO 
it hichael L. Bogdue 

Vacant 
Cpt William T. Clover 

U Hichae 1 r,. Law 
Haj viilliam T. Glover 
Lt Wayne E. Overturf 

Cpt James H. Ray 

CPERA'l'IONS OFFICER 
CW2 Frank L. Wendt 
Lt Michael L. Bogdue 

cpt Robert B. Davis 
Maj 'tlill1am T. Glover 
Cpt James H Ray 
Cpt Edward F. Johnson 

AERO WEAPONS PLATOON 
Vacant 
cpt Michael G. Law 
Cp·~ James L. Phifer 

Lt Tl0uglas P. Hwmnond 

SCOUT PLATOOlI 
cpt J~~s H. Ray 
Lt Ed • .rard F. Johns on 

. Lt David D. RalJuter 

LIFT PJ}.i·OON 
Cpt Robert B. Davis 
Lt James L .. Phifer 

CDt Robe.-t B. Davis 
1t Robert A. Springthorpe 

MADrrENANCE OFJ"ICER 
CW2 Joseph P. Sustarich 
Cpt Joseph Laehu 
CW2 Robert L. Kinlaw 

AERO RIFIE PLATooll LEADER 
Lt Forest E. Kay 
Lt Charles L Campbell 

31 Jan ~? to 12 July 67 
14 Jul 61 to 20 Sept 61 
20 Sep 61 to 7 Oct 61 
7 Oct 67 to 24 Nov 68 

24 Nov 68 to Present 

6 May ~1 to 23 Oct 67 
23 Oct ~1 to 20 Dec ~7 
20 Dec ~7 to 1 Apr 6~ 
1 Apr 68 to 3 May 61: 
3 V~y 68 to 10 Jun 68 

10 Jun 68 to 8 Nov 68 
8 Nov 68 to Present 

6 Hay 67 to 23 Oct 67 
23 Oct 67 to 13 Feb 68 
13 Feb 68 to 20 Jul 68 
20 Jul 68 to 4 Sep 68 
4 Sep 68 to 8 Nov 68 
8 Nov 68 to Present 

31 Jan 67 to 8 Oct 67 
8 Oct 67 to 10 Oct 68 

10 Oct 68 to 2 Nov 68 
2 Nov 68 to Presant 

h Oct 67 to h Sep 68 
h Sep 68 to 8 Nov 68 
8 Nov 68 to Present 

10 Oct 67 to 13 Feb 6~ 
13 Feb 68 to 20 Jul 66 
20 Jul 68 to 8 Oct 68 
8 Oct 68 to Present 

6 May 67 to 10 Oct 67 
10 Oct 67 to 1 Sep 68 

1 Sep 68 to Presen~ 

2 Aug 68 to 10 Oct 68 
10 Oct. 66 t.o Pros.mt 
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REFLECTIONS 

AWARDS 

VIETNAJllESE CROSS PI" GAUAN'l'RY WITH SJL1TEll STAR 

CPl' Johneon 
1LT Cox 

J)ISTJOOtlJSlmD,FLYJOO CROSS 

1LT Hammond 
HA.t Froet 

a~ONlE STAR WITH V 

~II\J Ji'"r,ost 

lun MEDAL \tIITIl V 

CPl'Ray 

HONon ROLL 

API. Edwa;:-d .7. "'aslyn 27 Octoher 1968 
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7TH SQUADflOIl sase; CAlL.' 

Squadron Motor Pool 
I ' I 

.. _. ____ ... _ ............. _ ........ _ .. _. __ ....... _................ .... ... .. ............... , I ! I 3rd Stree'~, . I roO .. - .............. _ .......................... __ ....... 1 .. ··!·1 . 
. ,. ___ .. _ .. _ ...... __ .. __ .. _ ........ "n~·: ....... __ ........... ~,.,. ...... -.. ··-........ t·-·~f.m:a::~.:.::.1.': ........... " ......... == :.:~:~::::::::::.:-:::m"":· I : '\;.: .. : 

Enlisted . I i L&undry Sqdn i i : 
Club I ! nco I i I 

S.4 i ! ' i pl( 9arb~ Quarters! 
\ .: 

Squadron 
Chapel 

j 

i 
i 
I : 

......... 111;1·· .... - ... -.----....................................... - ••• -.-.................. ~ ... •••••• .. •• .... •• .. .1..·· .... '1: .. 

Gerlock Street : 

i i 
i I C.T1IP CTRP I, . .. I I 

~ HALL l~illste~ ! 
C 'l'RP BarrackSl 'I ORDER.::;r/s WPioY' . I :t\. , !l.~ , '\~~ 

ENi'tES .. · ...... · ........ ·-·-.. · ...... · .. ··--.... · .. · .. · .. • .. ··--· .. - ...... · ...... --.-.... -_ ........ _ .. - ... 
R Showers Latrines I i 

) 0 ii' 'n 

it' 
.!' .... !~ ..... !I~ 

..... 11,: ,. ,I" 
I 1'\':' 

I 
DTRP 
ENLISTED BAFltACKS mIT BO('~ 

• f ! i !.~ 
iN; 

PAULI !~ 
t 'i~ 

B TRP BOQS 
11.iInlON 

!tOAD 
! i 

DTRP 
OIIDERLY ROOM 
SUPPLY ROOM 

:~~ 

A TRP 

EIILISTED 

BARRAC1{s 

BTRP 

ENLISTED 

BAHMCKS 

---_ .. 

HIlT 
BOQ 

A TRP BOIlS 

CTRP 
BOQ 

'THE VILLI\' 

NEl'1 OmCERS 
CLUB 

o "'FleERS FTELD 
CLUB GRADE 

BOq 

i It" : :to.. 

\i~ 

D TRP !& 
BARRACKS '~ 

DISPENSERY , 

i i~l~ 
! '1.' 
,..;J 

:~ 
iN! 
l~ 

! 1 ~. , , . 
1 mIT Iii 
I 

I 
Hlrr EnLISTED!, ! ;':1 
MESS BJU~ACKS 

II HAlL H ~ 
1 __ ."_ ..... ... 'Ir.-.:uUll"''',.I' .. ' ................. -..:.::_--:·.:·:IIUII:~''U:''':w.''"''''''' ..... ,..................... I \ .. ~ I, I 

~:.~~;~==---.=L+-t ~EBLY :"LISTL:-l1l 

.. lL::... .. --:.-·--BiR::~-:·· _~~~~~=-J I i ~ J i 
. I 
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RUTHLESS IillLIPORT 

ATC Fen THE llELI~)CfiT IS PROVIDUl THROUGH IillllSEL TOlliER, ll1i fSEL AIlilY AIRiilELD, 
CluiI' E!fAllI. DHAGOl'l uC'UNTAIN, RVU. 

I 
RIlENlJES 
o'n TECH C TRP 

SUP~)LYlIANGEn 
STOR COHPLETEl) 
AREA 

ATRP 
IU,NGEfl 
mULR 
CONST. 

AIRcr.Al"l' 
W.lllT"i,NANCE 
TEST AREA 

ATllP 
SCC'UTS 

A TRP 
SCCUTS & 
117i~S SHED 

ATRP 
LIFT 

ATRP 
CO;;RA 
PARIC 

C TRP 
SCOUTS 

DTRP 
LIFT 

D TRP 
SCOUTS 

GENERAL I The entire heliport ill )0011 lollG 
and 150 14 lIide and is covered .uith pentaprine 
oil as a d\lst control agent. " 

METAL 
RAI1P 

HHT 
REVETMENTS 

CTRP 
LIFT 

DTRP 
COJI1A 
PARK 

SQmI 
COIS 
REV8T 

CTRP 
CO;;RA 
B\.RK 


