By George,

Angels Adopt 390th

DA .NANG AB (Special) —
Crews of the 390th Taciical
Fighter Sq. here don't ciaim a
guardian angel but they do
claian a ceriain rapport with 13
heavenly bodies attending
classes at Michigan State Uni-
versily.

The stars are the members
the university's Angel Flight, I
coed auxiliary of the Air Foree
Reserve Oificers Training
Corps' Arnold Air Society.

As a universlly service organi-
zation, the Angel Flight decided
to sponsor a Southeust Asin
fighter squadron. The 380th TFS
of the 366th Tactical Fighter
Wing was selected. The sponsor-
ship program consists of letters,
cards, small holiday giits, and
pictures sent to the men.

AF Unit Cited for Valor

PHAN RANG AD (Special) —
The Air Force Qutstanding Unit
Award with “V*" device for va-
lor was presented to the 14th
Special Operations Wing here
recently by Maj. Gen. Roberl J.
Dixon, vice commander of Sev-
enth Air Force.

Farned for exceptionally mer-
itorious service against enemy
forces in Southemst Asia from
June 1067 to June 1968, the
award was recelved by Col.
Clyde S, Cherry of Deaver, winy
commander, Some of the out
slanding wing achlevements in-
eluded killing more than 4,200
enemy soldiers, deslreying or
damaging 44 enemy trucks and
156 sampons and conducting
psychological operations which
vesulted in the surrender of
15,000 enemy (roops.

Top ‘Gunfighter’

DA NANG AB (Special) — Alt -

Force Capt, Harold L. Castall
was recenlly selected as ‘‘Gun-
fighter of the Month™ for his ac-
complishments as an F-4 Phan-
tom pilot with the 366th Tactical
Fighter Wing here during Octo-
ber. Castell, who Mies with the
421st Taclical Fighter Sq., main-
tained the highest avernge bamb
demage asscssment throughou
the month. .

Aviators Win PUC

LONG BINN (Special) — An
alr cavalry team [rom the tst
Aviathon DBrigade has becn
awarded the Presidentiai Unit
Citation for its efforts in a iwo-
month-long  operation agalnst
the encmy in early 1968,

Traop C,-7th 8a., 17Tth Air Cav.
was selected for the high honor
along with the unit it supported,
the Americal Div. 1st Sq., 1st
Cav, They killed 1,046 of Lhe ene-
my while sustaining only 11 fatal
casualiles themselves in the op-
eration. .

S&5 Viginum Bureou '

GIA NGIIA, Vietnam -- Alr
Force Maj. Georpge R. Latlin
volunteered for Vietnam be-
cnuse he wanted to get in on the
action.

In just {hree weeks, he's seen
enough to last a lifetime.

Thirly minutes after Lattin
stepped off the plane for his new
asslgnment as a forward air
controller with Air Liaison Advi-
sory Team 32 here, he was cirel-
ing in his tiny 01 Birddog ovcr
the ill-fated Fire Support Base
Kate, directing jet air strikes
and dodging enemy 37mm anti-
alreraft and machine gun fire.

Two weeks later Lailin was

“flylng just east of Bu Prang

when he saw VNAF A3 jets
dive — Dbombhing their own
troops by accident. In a daath-
defying maneuver, he flew his
Birddog In froni of the jets to
warn them away before they

He Flew Right

coutd make another bombing
run. This prevenied further
deaths, although more than 20
ARVNs had been killed.

Three days after that, Tattin's
plane was shol up as he directed
fire against enemy artitlery
shelling the Bu Prang Special
Forces Camp 110 miles norih-
west of Saigon,

“Hawk. Hawk, I'm hit, I'm
hit. I'm going down,” Lattin
screamed into his headsel as
bullets smashed into the cockpit,
destroying most of his in-
struments and control cables.

“Hawk" Is the call-sign Capt.
William Albracht used at Kate

“pefore he ted his men back to Bu

Prang in a desperate night es-
cape. The two inen are good
Iriends.

“Don’t worry, baby,” shouted
Albracht, “We're coming lo gel
you if we have to send out a
whole regiment.”’

But Lattin dido't need it. With

Into the Action

only slight rudder movement far
coniral, he brought his plane
hack to Bu Prang for what Air
Force observers called onc of
the most astounding landings
they had ever seen.

Lattin soared in through a
rvain of artillery and mortar fire
as a heavy crosswind swept the
dirt airstrip. He just missed a
wire and wood barrier that fran-
lic soldiers were struggling to
pull out of his way. Albracht
talked him down, .

Lattin and his co-pilot, 2nd Lt.
Walter C. Phillips, received only
minor facial scratches in the ac-
tion. Both are back flying over
Bu Prang.

Lattin, 38, was born in Hunt-
Ington, W. Va. He joined the Air
Force as an enlisted man in 1948
and was commissioned in 1853
after attending Aviatton Cadet
Schaol. He has more than 8,000
houts of flying time, mostly in

troop transport planes. He
sarved a stx-month tour of duty
in Vietnam flying a C47 trans-
port with the 18t Air Command
Group, the Air Force equivalent
of the Special Forees, in 1963,

«Jrye never flown a jet,” he
gatd. *I always thought a plane
without a prop was like a train
without a smoke-stack.” He spe-
cifically volunteered to fly the
Birddog in Vietnam.

Latlin has also served in Oki-
nawa, Japan, Korea and Laos, -
He last worked in a siaff job in
the Speclal Air Warfare Center
at Hurlburt AFB, Fla. .

Lattin sald he has enjoyed his
first three hectic weeks in Viet-
nam, even though he works a
“95.hour day.”
~ “1 My all day, debrief at night,
talk to the erew, drink two beers
and hit the sack,” he said.

Lattin’s home is now Dover,
Del,, where his wife and two
sons await hls return.

Sgt. Ralph Wilsen of D Co.,
spreads his arms to direct a su
landing near Landing Zone Grant.

. S g e R s e )
Giving Huey a Hand
15t Bn., 12 Cav., 151 Alr Cav. Div.,
pply-laden Tluey helicopter io a
(USA)

Thais to Try NCO
In Slaying Case

By $SGT, RUSS ANDERSON
5A5 Thonand Bureou Chlet

BANGKOK-—A U.8. Air Force non-commissioned. of-

ficer at nearby Don Muang Royal

Thai Air Force Base

has been charged in Thai couxt with the murder of a Thai

woman making him the

to be placed under the ju

a capital crim

second American serviceman ever
risdiction of Thai court for

e,
Sgt. Paul Kelly, 30, 631st Combat Support Group,

was allowed to .post batl of
210,000 almost immediately after
he was charged. )

He had been held in a Bang-
kok prison since September in
connection with the death of a
30-year-old woman found in a
hoiel room August 30.

The first American to be
placed under Thai court Juris-
diction for a capital crime was
MSgt. Eugene M. Walker.
serving at Udorn RTAFB. He is
accused of murdering his 16-
month-old adopted daughter last
Dec. 31, While his case is being

processe¢ Walker is free on a-

$15,000 hond.

Kelly’s first hearing is set for
Yan. 2. He has been restrieted lo
his base. A military spokesman
here said that before Walker’s
case, the U.S. had jurisdiction in
similar cases. :

There is no Status of Forces
Agreement - with Thailand and
the Thais can and have asked
for jurisdiction.

H Walker or Kelly are found
gailly, they could he shot hy fir-
ing squad or senlenced to a
maximum of 20 years imprison-
ment.

Airman’s Project

City Comes

BINH THUY ADB, Vietnam
(Specialy — Airman st C. Ter-
rence A. Sasek of Jasl Detroit,
Mich., a special vehicle muinte-
nance repairman with the 032nd
Combat Suppori Group, began 8
dgummer’’ project in early June
to obtain clothing and toys from
familles in his hometown for
Vielnamese orphans.

His project lasled nearly five
months. Seeking the help of Enst
Detroil Mayor Walter Bezz, Sa-
sek asked for the items because
« .. these kids are too litle to
help themselves. Most run
around In nothing more than
rags.” The East Detroit Council
of Fralernal and Veleran orga-
nizations went to work gathering
¢lothes and toys.

A shipmeni of 18 boxes weigh-

ing nearly 400 pounds was to he
flown lo Saigon by inilitary air-
crafl. Instead, 1 went by fusler
conmercial carrier with the city
of East Detroit picking up the

tab.

Tho shipment went to Hong
Kong where it was to be trans.
ferred to another airline to Sai-
gon, When it landed in Bangkok
instead, cooperative officials of
Trans World Aivlines helped lo-
cate it and get it back fo ils
proper destination.

From Saigon the clothes were

‘own to Can Tho, near Rinh

Thuy AB. However, the customs
declarations which must accom-
pany packages in international
iransit were misplaced some-
where along the line. Back lo
Saigon went the clothes.

Through for Kids

“There they stayed for wecks.
Sasck could not convince anyoene
10 let him have the packapes. He
iraveled from Binh Thuy to Sai-
gon twice before he left Victnam
for leave In Australin. .

After his vacation, he again
journeyed io Saigon where he
contacled the civic actlon officer
at Tan Son Nhut AL, Together,
ey broke through tho red tupe
entaogling  the runaway ship-
ment.

Again, the clolhes were sent to
Con Tho.

is “summer"’ project finally
succeeded, but morc in time for,
Christmas than for summer.
Wilh only a week left on his
tour, Sasck delivered the gifts lo
the Providence Orphonage in
Can Tho.

Red Plan:
Kill More
in Hamlets'

SAIGON (UPI) ~— The Com-
munists have ordered their
cadres to accelerate rural ter-
rorism in an effort to set back

-the government's gains in pacifi-

catlon, informed allied sources
report.

The campaign, they said,
would seek to frighten the
people away from the govern-
ment by killing up -to three
people in every hamiet in the
country.

Most doubted the drive would
he successful, but were disturb-
ed about the possible implice-
{ions.

“Before Ihey stressed re-edu-

-cation (indoctrination) in thelr

orders to the security (terrorist)
units,” one sourge sald, “Now
they are pushing Killing in-
stead.”

The allied estimate of coming
Communist actions was primar-
ily hased on a series of docu-
ments captured by allied troops
within the past 60 days. Several
of these papers talked of quotas
on the number of people o be

_killed and threatened at the vi-

lage and hamlel level,

In one document, Viet Cong .
province officials called for
three ,persons to be “elimi-
nated” and 30 {hreatened In
each hamlet. The victims, the
paper said, could be selected by
the local Communist cell, but all
must be listed on a “blood debi”
yoster and (ried by a peoples
court.

“Death penaltles will be given
by the courts to heighten the
pride of the revolutionary move-
mt_sgt," one captured document
sald. .
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