
A 4-Man 
Crew of 
Carters 

By SPEC. 5 
HOWARD LAVICK 

QUAN'd 5!*Rtre~':;~m _ 
Standard operating procedure 
calls for four men to launch II 
twln-englne OVIO Bronco on II 
forward air oontroi.(FAC) mls. 
sion. Nothing In the manual says 
they must have the same name. 

But at Quang Trl four men 
named Carter, though unrelated, 
have been trained In the four 
Jobs nect!ssary to put a Bronco 

~Jr: II~~'~: I~h~he ~r:m':~:::: 
First Lt. William R. Carter Is 

II pilot, and S. Sgt. Michael R. 
Carter Is an aerial observer. 
Airman I.e. Al'IlD V. Carter Is II 
radioman, and M. Sgt. Mar­
lin D. Carter Is the OVIO line 
chief. All are on tempOrary duty 
with the G05th Tactical Control 
Group at Quang Trl. 

"It's really remarkable, eon· 
sldering the Influx of personnel 
and the chance of being trained 
In the four Jobs and then being 
assigned to the same unit at the 
same time," said Marlln Carter. 

The pUot, aerial observer and 
line chief are all TDY from the 
23rd Tactical Support Sq. The 
radio operator Is TVY from the 
20th Tactical Support Sq., In Va 
Nang. 

"We are practically a four· 
man tacllcal air squadron ,"" 
Marlin Carter said. "On any glv. 
en sorUe, we four Carters are In· 
volved In the planning. launch· 
lng, conlrol and recovery of an 
entire FAC mission." 

Pvt. Beats 
Dralt­
Joins U.S. 

CAMP H. M. SMITH, Hawaii 
(Special) - Marine Pvl. Carl A. 
S. Klem, a Vietnam veleran, has 
avoided being drafted by becom· 
ing a U.S. citizen. 

Klem was serving with Marine 
Observalion Sq. (VMO·2) at Do 
Nang recently when he received 
a draft notice from his native 
Norway. Although of Norse de· 
scent, he hasn't seen his home· 
land since he and his parents 
emigrated from there 10 the 
U.S. When he was three. 

W hen Immediate nalural· 
i~allon became urgent, Hq., 
Fleet Marine Force, Pacific in 
Hawaii auisted in having him 
flown to Hawaii where he re­
ceived the oath of clUtenshlp 
from Judge C. Nils. 

Klem enlisted in the Marines 
in December 1988 and was dis. 
charged shortly afler the Hawaii 
ceremll_"oy· ____ _ 

Viet Press Fined 
For Violations 

SAIGON (5&5) _ A Saigon 
court levied fines rangIng from 

:~~~ctl~n:o:r~io~~~:~~~s o}n t~: 
National Press Code, the gov· 
ernment news agency said Mon· day. 

Eleven newspaper Issues, in· 
cludlng issues of Saigon's three 
English.language newspapers, 
we r e acquitted Ilf similar 
chargllS tor lack of evidence, the 
Vietnam Press saM. 

Goodwin Talces Over 
DONG HA COMBAT BASE 

Vietnam (Special) _ Col. Warn: 
er S. Goodwin Jr., look com. 
mand of the 11th Inf. Brigade 
"Jungle Wal'riors" from Col. 
~~!Ji,~J8;~n,l, ,m Wim~W~~. 

Ask a Cobra Jockey 

LOBclles? Slicks? You Get to Lur 'Em 
By SGT. JOHN MUELLER 

I&S 5!01l I;OrrespOno'tnl 
QUANG TRI, Vietnam - "Big AI" am­

bled down the metal plank taxiway past the 
Loaches and Slicks parked in their stalls 
and stopped besIde Snake 822. 

On the pilot's side of the Cobra gunship 
were stenCiled a gray truck, a tank and 

h~~ sO~~~~e :i:;h~:~ ~~~kiilh~~r~~e :: 
er6. 

Behind his seat were three fresh patches 
on the Snake's metal skin where AK4.7 rounds and a .M had rJpped through. 

"This one's had two sets of blades on It 
now," he said. Two mechanics cUmblng 
over the chopper joked with him about the 
wiring. 

For "Big Al" _ CWO Lawrence Marcl· 
nlak - it would be one of his last looks at "Eight Double Deuce." It was one of the 
Cobras he had flown during the last year In 
Cambodia, Vietnam and Laos. "Big AI" was going home. 

Marciniak is a Cobra pUot with C Troop, 
7/17 Air Cav., a unit that has been flying in 
Laos since the beginning of the South Viet· 
namese operation. 

Everybody liked "Big AI." He was mod· 
est and somewhat shy and didn't especially 
like talking to reporters unmercifUlly. 
"They just don't understand that we don't 
go looking for pUblicity." 

Technically 822 was AI's ship. But be· 
cause It had taken so many hits, it was often 

GI in a Jam 

laid up for repairs and he would have to fly 
someone else's ship. 

When It's all over and done with, you think 
'wow, that could have been me.''' He was ready to go home to his wife and 

year-old son he had seen only a few weeks before coming here. 

AI's lost eight friends in the Laotian war. 
He's glad he's not going back to Laos. 

His 889 comhat hours had been racked up 
In a month and a half In Cambodia, seven 
months in Vielnam and "just about every­
day" for a month and halt In Laos. 

Several Huey slicks clattered by "Snake" 
822 as he slUmped on the open turret door. 
He looked older than his 21 years, 

"I don't feel like telling people What it's 
Ilke 10 be here or In Laos," he said. "MOIII of 
'em know what It's Uke anyway." 

His hairiest day In Laos came about the 
middle of February when he and his wing· 
man knocked out two of three gun positions. 
"We rolled in on them and 1 took one out 

"Down there we used to sit and read tbe papers and say 'wow, that's what the war's 
like,'" he laia. "Down there" was Qul Nhon 
where his unit was based before being moved up north and Into Laos. "Down there 
we had to go out and beat guys over the head to get them to shoot at us. It got so boring and routine. But we kept telling our­
selves not to lei It get to us. One of these 
days the rouUne would kill us." 

:,~d :n~k~~~~ 'f::no~k \i~ o=r.e~~g~~ 
back and we ha~ seven or eight holes In the 
chopper." 

He said his unit Is one of the best, and 
that the rouUne hadn't gotten to them when 
thay moved up north. 

He said a favorite tactic of the North 
Vietnamese was to let Ihe beilcoptel'll fly 
Into Laos without firing a shot, but open up 
on the choppers from behind when they 
turned back toward Vietnam. 

"We're gOod. That's why they chose us 
for the job." 

Sal~~t • .'l::'~ ~~r:n:f t~ :ea:o~ ~:::"B~~ 
we don't go around bragging or saying, 
'Hey, want to see my plane?" 

AI Isn't concerned about the medals he's 
received for his bravery under lire. ':The Army says we think you're doing a good job 
80 we'll give you a medal. Well It doesn't really mean anything. Coffee is sUli a dime. I'm here to do my job," 

Compared to Laos, Cambodia was a pic· 
nlc, he said. Before Laos, he had never 
faced such stiff antiaircraft fire. 

What was he thinking about when he was 
flying over Laos? 

"I don't know how to explain It. Every. one f~ls his own thing. Scared, 1 gue&&. But 
when It slarts to happen, you do your job. 

For him the thrill of fiylng Is enough re­
ward. He will be back In the United States Boon, flying he hopes. 

On the Job Training 
Halts a Red Attack 

PHAN RANG AB, Vietnam 
(Special) - The Vietnam war 
saw another first as a "sehooI· 
room" went Into combat. 

Republic of Vietnam Air 
Force (VNAF) personnel train· 
ing with U.S. advisors here in 
the ACUlI gunship program, 
recentJy responded to an emer· 
g~ncy call by Army of the Re· 
public of Vietnam CARVN) 
ground forces who were in com· 
bat with Communlsl troops five 
miles southwest of Daklo. The 
ARVN unit had lost Its inler· 
preter and the U.S. Air Force 
crews supporting them could not 
un d e r s tan d Vietnamese. All 
emergency call was placed to 
the 14th Sp&(!ial Operations Wing 
Headquarters here, where the 
deCision was made to divert the 
VNAF crew and their American 
instructors, complete with their 
ACU9 cla8sroom. 

Arriving on the seene of the 
fighting, the VNAF crew found 
the ARVN unit surrounded by 

Viet Cong and North Vietnamese 
Army forces. With the enemy 
about 800 meters away from the 
camp and closing in, the VNAF 
crew posilloned their gunship 
and opened fire on the enemy, 
keeping them off guard long 
enough for their ARVN counter· 
parts to regroup. 

Maj. Donald D. Fraker, a 
USAF Instrnctor flying on the 
gunship, stated, "Even though 
the VNAF crew members were 
only half·way through their 
training, they dld an A plus job. 

~::~et ::e~ ~~ 1:ry::y a~ 
tual mission which should help 

th~'::e~:ff'~rew, one of those 
that compose the first class 
training in the ACn9, was com· 
manded by Maj. Dang Van Duc. 
Duc acted as Interpreter for 
the crew during the mission 
over the base camp and aided 
greatly In insuring his crew 
worked IImoothly. 

5 Armorers Build 
30-Seat Act 01 Faith 

CHU LAJ, Vietnam (Speclal) 
- Take five able·bodIed men, 
give them some time, a Uttle 
working material and wha\ do 
you get? Another company 
club? A roof for their outdoor 
theater! A vollyball court? A 
chapel? 

A chapel? 
Unlikely a~ It may learn, In 

what many people consider an 
age of materialism, five men of 
Hq. lind A Co., 723rd Malnte­
nllnce Bn., pooled their off·hour 
resources and buill a company 
chapel. 

Under the direction of Sgt. 
I.C. John G, Saldivar the men 
volunteered their· services to 
eonstruct the 30 seat inter· 
denomlnationaJ chapel. 

eomplete the stained, wood.pan· 
eled ehllpel. The chapel Is one of 
but a handful of air-conditioned 
religious facilities for American 
troops In the Republic Il Viet. 
nam. 

In addition to working togeth­
er on the chapel, the five men-

ffa~el150~~~~ S~.es4 =i.! 
Rockford, Spec. 4. James Wil· 
liams, and Spec. 5 James Wlnn, 
are in close contacl on their 
regular job. They all are em· 
ployed In the armament secUon 
of the 72Srd Mainlenance Bn. 

All American trouper stmgJ:les to IIInJalll • lQaehlne,:un atop a 
lank duriug an ambus!! on Route 9 In nortbern South Vietnam. He 
finally gal'e up on the macblneguD ud pleked up a rifle to use iu t'li'c'lliUit:' <;, ",,,, '. ,,".',.'., '.~,.',c,,,. "'cAPR:adiopbolo) 

"The chapel we used to go to 
was too far away from the com· 
pany," Saldivar explained, ".nd 
with this chapel we don't have to 
be away from our work area for 

~"li<\f~: t!iti me'n' i~o months'tO 

Whether it Is due to a sudden 
influx of religious spirit . on the 
part of the men In the company, 
the chapel's strategic location -
directly across from the com· 
pany mess hllll- or the alr-con· 
ditioner, the fact remains that 
church attendance is up. 
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