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CHAPl'ER I 

'!!Ie base camp of the 227th Aviation Battalion remained at Camp Rad-

olitt, .In Kile, Republic of Viet Nam, throughout the year. Improvements 

or living areas, maintenance facilities, and airoraft parking areas pro-

greased slowly due to the battalion's heavy operational oommittments in 

the field. Semi-permanent buildings, showers, and latrines were ereoted 

by the individual oompanies whenever they were left at An Khe in support 

of the base defense mission. A great portion of the building materials 

for these projeots were purohased by individuals ani assembled through 

unit initiative. 

Engineer support was very limited although a mess hall was ereoted 

in each oompany area. Very little lumber and oement was available through 

normal supply ohannels. Foundations for buildings were dug by hani. Sand 

and gravel was oarried into the area by organizational vehioles. Cement 

was mixed with shovels and rakes, and then hand-oarried in buckets. This 

was a slow tedious task. The heat and humidity increased the fatigue fao-

tor and further decreased the amount of work that oould be acoomplished. 

Offioers ani enlisted men worked as laborers on these projeots. Auy 

individual that hed previous building experience was aoliepted as the pro-

ject direotor, and the rest of the personnel pitohed in with a tremendous 

spirit to make the base camp a better place to live. 

Better protective bunkers were constructed and sand-bagged. Pierced 

steel planking was used as a base for the bunker covers ani then sand-

bagged for further protection. This work also was done by hand. 

A significant number of personnel still lived in tents. M3.uy of the 

tents were in extremely poor condi,tion. No relief in replacing the tentage 
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J'Hlbed until late summer. During the monsoon season, everything 

bee ... dlllDP and leaking tents were a normal part of everyd~ life. In-

diyiduals erected shelter-halfs or ponchos over their cots to shed the 

rain that came through the tents. 

The two basic seasons in Viet Nam rendered equal harrassment to 

to everyd~ life. During the dxy season, Camp Radcliff became a dust 

bowl. The development of dirt roads throughout the camp caused dust to 

penetrate all structures. The wind, no matter how Slight, carried the 

dust into every conceivable spot. This condition also increased the hel-

icopter maintenance problems. The life of hydxaulic and oil seals was 

considerably shortened. The engine d,ust filters had to be cleaned daily 

. or a noticable reduction in engine power was experienced. During the 

monsoon season, the dust bowl was transformed into a mud bowl. The tran-

sition time was almost nonexistant. Soft wet mud appeared wherever 

people walked or vehicles dxove. In heavily used areas, the mud became 

six to ten inches in depth. It was impossible to keep helicopters or 

vehicles clean. L~ers of mud would build up on boots and clothing be-

came muddy after a few hours on the job. Clothing was difficult to dry 

once it was washed. Uniforms hung on lines and remained wet until a 

break in rain showers allowed for a semi-dxy condition. ~ individuals 

donned damp clothing and permitted body heat to slowly dry their clothes. 
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.. t27&b '''uUon ]!attalion oontinued to support brigade elements 

the Pir_t CaTalr7 Division. The normal mission was to provide direct 

8apport to a speo:U'io brigade for a particular operation. On initial as­

'&ults ot the brigade elements into an AO (area of operation), as many 

as sixty l:U't helicopters (UH"lD's) might be employed. The 229th Avia-

tion Battalion, our sister unit, would provide support to the 227th 

Aviation Battalion, on these initial mOVes, with aircraft and crews as 

required. 

OPERATION MATADORE 

4-20 January 1966 

The 227th Aviation Battalion supported the First Brigade on OPERATION 

MAT.ADORE. The AO extended along the Cambodian border from the Ia Drang 

~~ River north for one hundred kilometers, and covered approximately twenty 

five kilometers in width. One company of the 229th Aviation Battalion 

was attached to the 227th Aviation Battalion for this operation. A re-

fueling point was positioned at Katecka, eighteen kilometers southwest 

of Pleiku, with subsidiary points at the Duc Co and Plei Djering 

special forces camps .• 

Very little enemy contact was made during the operation and hostile 

ground fire was seldom encountered. The landing zones were small and 

covered with high barriers, stumps, and elephant grass. Landing zones 

were created by bombing with conventional ordnance and napalm. The conven-

tional bombs cleared some of the elephant grass and small trees which did 

improve the landing zone. The napalm bombs developed a condition which 

was more of a Pazard to the helioopters than the landing zone would have 
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l'ltt.alt •• '1M 1'I&PIl1- 414 burn out the elephant grass but 

trees. These hazards were difficult 

,'.'1l1li1. tho croW'lll Wall blackened in the same wq • .An additional haz­

tIM oreated lIT the heat in the landing zone whioh raised the density 

alUtud •• boYe the normal high level. One helicopter could not hover after 

IIIIIdng an approach ani crashed on a stump. There were no casual ties, but 

the ruptured fuel cell oaused a flash fire that destroyed the helicopter. 

Blowing ashes ani cinders picked up by ro'tor wash produced a near-IFR con-

dition at a hover. 

MASHER-WHITE WING-EAGLES CLAW-BLACK HORSE-JIM BOWIE 

25 Januaxy-21 March 1966 

Th-ese opera.tions were conducted in sequence in an AO sixty kilometers 

west of a north-south line running between Phu Cat ani Bong Son. CompalV B, 

227th Aviation Battalion was attached to the 229th Aviation Battalion and 

moved with that unit to the vicinity of Phu Cat. The mission was to sup-

port the 3rd Brigade on 25 January 1966. AiJ· the tempo of the action 

increased, the 2nd Brigade was also committed in the AO. The 227th Aviation 

Battalion (-) was placed in support of the 2nd Brigade. CompalV A, 227th 

Aviation Battalion, remained at Camp Radcliff, An Khe, in support of the 

base defense mission. 

Hostile ground fire was very heavy on all assaults into the valleys 

ani low ground. This resulted in a change of tactics as operations pro-

gressed. Assaults were made to the high ground to support a ground tao-

tioal plan of sweeping down to the valleys. Very little hostile ground 

fire was encountered with helicopter assaults to the hill tops but air-

craft accidents inoreased. Landings were made to the mountain peaks or 

ridge lines which required a greater amount of pilot skill to overcome 
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1'hi1M,.,. and demity altitude problems. One helicopter, which attempted 

1aftl on a high pInnacle, rolled CNer ani killed two infantry passengers. 

TWo night missions were successfully performed during these operations. 

One was 11 medical evacuation and the other was an extraction of an infantIy 

platoon. lloth missions were supported by flares to illuminate the landing 

zones. 

During Operation JIM BOWIE, 13-21 ~ch1966, two more UH-lD heli-

copters were destroyed. One'fatality occur:ed. ~ese two accidents involved 

pinnacle landings. Very little enemy contact was mad.e during the search 

ani destroy operations; consequently, JIM BOWIE was terminated earlier 

than initially planned. Lift helicopters landed at an artillery position 

to wait to extract one security oompany of the 1st Battalion, 8th Cavalry, 

after the CH-47 helicopters completed the extraction of the artillery 

tubes. It was dark when the last tube was finally lifted out. No pt'ior 

planning for lOading the security company had. been made during daylight 

hours. This resulted in confusion ani excessive delay before the extrac-
, 

tion could be effeoted. The infantry company commander had a difficult 

time getting his troops loaded because he couldn't see which helicopters 

were loaded or not loaded. 

LINCOLN-MOSBY I 

25 March-17 April 1966 

These two operations were basically reconnaissance-in-force missions 

near the Cambodian border. The initial assault was made from Camp Radcliff 

to a landing zone south of Duc Co. The flight covered a distance of one 

hundred thirty five kilometers and carried the entire assault elements of 

the 1st Battalion, 8th Cavalry. 
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JIll"";;" .... ht IqUldroIl, 9th CaTal17, oould IIOt disengage from ._j_11, .UPII'Jor Viet Cong toroe. The 227th A.viation Battalion 

up,.,.. 0 .. ooaJl&lV troll the lot Battalion, 12th Cavalry, into a laniing 

.,ne to reintoro8 the outnumbered troops on the ground. Eighteen UH-ID 

helioopters were utilized to make the lift ani encountered no hostile 

tire. The plan was to reinforce elements and effect the extraction of the 

Amerioan dead and wounded. Once this was accomplished, all of the ground 

elements of the Amerioan force were to be' extracted prior to darkness. 

The ground commander radioed that he was ready for extraction at dusk. 

A CH-47 was scheduled into the landing zone first to extract while the 

area was relatively secure. On approach to the landing zone, the CH-47 

_ received heavy automatic weapons fire. The CH-47 landed but could not be 

flown out. This prevented the extraction of the troops until the CH-47 

could be repaired or extracted. A decision was then made to secure a 

position for establishing a fire base to support the stranded troops 

with artillery. Since it was now dark and a visual reconnaisance could 

not be made, a landing zone eight kilometers west was selected from an 

aerial photographic map. At 2}}0 the decision was made to air assault one 

company of the 1st Battalion, 8th Cavalry, into the selected fire base 

point to secure the area. At 0100 the first three UH-ID helicopters 

landed without benefit of illumination and discharged a pathfinder and 

engineer team. The pathfinder team set up lights ani established radio 

oontact for the remaining lift. At 0105 the first platoon of infantry 

was airlifted into the fire base. By 02}0 hours, twenty-four UH-lD 

loads of troops and two cargo sling loads were on the ground. 

The volume of hostile fire on helicopters during this operation 
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till, "",1.t (Ions IuI4 1IO'I'ed. 1n olose to friend~ locations. 

or ~ hotUl. tire oOlllDlenced at dusk or after dark, ard when the 

a1fttratt were on short tinal to a larding zone. Most of the aircraft 

were hit while at an altitude of 200 feet or less, while within three 

to four hundred meters of the landing zone. 

The earlier decision to commit helicopters in no less than flights 

of two was reaffirmed several times during this period of time. On one 

occasion one aircraft flight of two had to lard on the beach south of 

Qui Nhon due to mecha.n1oal difficulities. The aircraft was immediate~ 

taken under fire by Viet Cong in a village approximately two hundred 

metersawa;r. The accompan;;ring aircraft landed and picked up the crew, 

weapons, aId radios of the downed aircraft. Tac Air was called in to 

neutralize the hostile fire. The aircraft was then repaired and flown 

out. 

DAVY CROCKETT 

4-16 Ma,y 1966 

The 227th Aviation Battalion supported the :3rd Brigade on Operation 

DAVY CROC.KETT in the llong Son AD. The 3rd Brigade was supported with 

twenty-four UH-lD's daily. Eight DR-lD's were la.a.gered at LZ Dog (6 kilo­

meters NNE of :Bong Son) each night with the remaining sixteen returning 

to base oamp after the da;r's operations. This . arrangement was not satis-

factory. The poor weather coIditions serious~ hampered the flight of 

aircraft between Camp Radcliff and the AO each da;r, and unproductive 

flight time resulted. 

On :3 Ma,y 1966, 37 sorties of the 2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry, were 

lifted to Pbu Cat. The aircraft and troops were laagered overnight as 
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"neUon toro. in the event the 1st Battalion, 7th Cavalry, movirg 

..,00""0,. at ni8ht 1188 attacked enroute to LZ Dog. On 4 ~ the thirty-

.. ".n h.lioopters at Phu Cat and twenty-seven helicopters at Camp Radcliff 

were sOheduled to air-assault elements of the 2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry, 

'into pre-selected landing zones in the Bong Son AO at first light. After 

oompletion of these assaults, the elements of the 1st Battalion, 7th 

Cavalry, were to be picked up at LZ Dog and air-assaulted into their 

respective landing zones. Poor weather conditions in the morning of 4 

May prevented the departure of the twenty-seven DR-lD's from Camp Rad­

cliff. The thirty-seven DR-lD'e took off from thu Cat as scheduled. After 

lifting the thirty-seven troop loads of the 2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry, 

into their assigned landing zonee, two lifts out of LZ Dog completed the 

assaults of the 1st Battalion, 7th Cavalry, which had arrived at LZ Dog 

during the night. The thirty-seven airoraft completed the move of one 

and a half battalion into their assigned positions before the twenty-

seven DR-lD's could depart Camp Radcliff. 

On the night of 11 ~, a decis:!'t>n was made to laager forty-eight 

DR-ID's at a forward landing zone to be prepared for a first-light 

assault on 12 May. The landing zone was a series of rice paddies sur-

rounded by palm trees. The perimeter was positioned within the palm tree 

line. During the night an enell'('f force attacked the position with small 

arms and automatic weapons fire. Twelve DR-lD's were damaged and one 

crew member Wall killed. 

Enemy sniper fire aganist helicopters increased as the operation 

progressed. Most of the hostile fire was experienced approaching and 

departing friendly positions. Twenty-nine helicopters were hit during the • 

B 
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'rlI. mtb"'ution Battalion returlllld. to An Khe on 15 May. 

CRAZY HORSE 

16 MaY-2 June 1966 

The 227th Aviation Battalion ~ovided support for this operation 

on 16 M!;y only. Three companies of assault troops were lifted into the 

AO. One helicopter was lost on the last lift. Contributing factors were 

darkness, poor weather conditions, and relatively inexperienced pilots. 

The 227th Aviation Battalion remained at An !the supporting the base 

defense until 2 June 1966. 

PAUL REVERE I 

2-9 June 1966 

The 221th Aviation (-) moved to "Turkey Farm", approximately two 

kilometers northwest of Pleiku, to support the 2m. Brigade. compalV A, 

221th Aviation Battalion remained at An !the . in support of the base 

defense effort. The southwest monsoon season curtailed aviation activity 

until ap~oximately 0900 each morning. NJ significant activity occured 

during the operation. 

HOOKER I 

10-23 June 1966 

On 10 June 1966, the 221th Aviation Battalion moved by wheeled 

vehicle am. organic air from "Turkey Farm" to Kontum. !!he battalion 

continued to support the 2m. Brigade although additional committments 

were assigned. Daily aviation support was ~ovided to the 1st Battalion, 

5th Cavalry, in the Dak To area and to the First Field Forces-Vietnam 

ready reaction force. These added committmsnts required the use of l~ 

of the mission ready aircraft each day. NJ significant activity developed 
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and the 227th Aviation Battalion returned to An 

. , 

NATHAN HALE 

26 June-2 July 1966 

The 227th Aviation Battalion (-) moved by organic ani Air Force 

0-130 aircraft to Tuy Hoa. to eupport the 1st Brigade. Oompany B, 227th 

Aviation Battalion, remained at Camp Radcliff to support the base defense 

plan. The ,[0 included the range of mountains to the northwest of Tuy Hoa. 

very little enemy contact was made although the 227th Aviation Battalion 

committed all mission ready aircraft each da;y. The battalion's field 

position was located on the beach approximately three kilometers south-

east of the north-south airstrip at Tuy Hoa .• 

Weather was excellent during the da;ys ani nights. The da;ys were 

extremely hot although the steady sea breeze relieved the intensity. Sand 

ingestion Caused maintenance problems for both helicopters and wheeled 

vehicles. The easy access to the South China Sea provided all personnel 

with a refreshing swim each da;y. However, the beach was restricted from 

1000 hours until 1600 hours daily as a preventive measure aganist 

sunburn. 

HENRY CLAY 

3-28 July 1966 

The 227th Aviation Battalion continued to support the 1st Brigade. 

The AO extended along the river west of Tuy Hoa and included the special 

forces camp. The area along this line and fifteen kilometers south was 

thoroughly searched by the 1st Brigade. 

Due to an intelligence report on 7 July 1966, the 227th Aviation Battalion 

10 
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,j,..n thf! misoion of air as~aulting a battalion size cmc force into a 

ion approximately fifteen kilometers north of the Chung Son special 

toroes oamp& The mission was received at dusk, A daylight reconnaisance 

was impossible& The aviation battalion utilized organic aircraft to drop 

illumination flares to light the landing zone& The landing zone could 

accomodate only one ship at a time. APproximately one half of the cmc 

force was on the ground when the supply of flares was exhausted. The Air 

Force flare ship was not available so the mission could not be completed 

until the next morning. 

The 2nd Battalion 8th Cavalry was given the mission to search ani clear 

an area of two hundred square kilometers within the AO. Fifty one heli-

copters supported the mission and lifted the assault troops into a total of 

forty-nine landing zones throughout the area. 

On 13 July the 227th Aviation Battalion moved to Ban Bleck by organic 

and Air Force C-130 aircratt. Company B, 227th Aviation Battalion moved 

to rejoin the battalion from An Khe b,y wheeled vehicle and organic aircraft. 

The next morning, the battalion moved to the abandoned airstrip at Ban Breing 

due to the cOnjestion at Ban Bleck. 

Weather conditions deteriorated after the battalion arrived at Ban 

Bleck, and missions ware postponed or delayed continously throughout the 

remaining portion of HENRY CLAY. 

On 20 July 1966, a flying hour program was established to reduce the 

number of hours flown each day.. The objective of this program was to 

insure better utilization of aircraft by supported units, and allow time 

fcr the required daylight maintenance on aircraft. 

The 227th Aviation Battalion returned to An Khe on 27 and 28 July 1966. 
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PAUL REVERE II 

2 - 25 August 1966 

The 227th Aviation llattalion scrambled twenty-four UH-lD's to airli£t 

an infantry compalV to Pleiku at 1130 hours on 1 August, because of a 

mortar attack against an element of the 25th Infantry Division south west 

of Pleiku. The following day, Operation PAUL REVERE II commenced. The 

227th Aviation llattalion (-) returned to the "Turkey Farm"", to support 

the op;!ration. COmp3.1V C', 227th Aviati~m Battalion, remained at Camp 

Radcli£f in support of the base defense. On 8 August, the battalion was 

plaoed in direct support of the 2nd Brigade. The initial mission was to 

combat assault troops of one infantry battalion into landing zones 

approximate~ sixty-five kilometers southwest of Pleiku. First elements 

of the infantry battalion were air assaulted into landing zones at the 

eastern base of the Chu Pong hill mass. The first li£t went without 

incident. During the second lift of the remaining battalion elements, 

the flight of forty-eight UH-ID's were diverted in flight to a landing 

zone in the vicinity of LZ Oasis, twenty-five kilometers southwest of 

Pleiku. Elements of the 3rd Brigade were heavily engaged with NVA forces 

and required reinforcements. The flight leader was directed to pick up 

troops at the original. lam.ing zone and deliver them to the 3rd Brigade 

area as additional reinforcements. A reserve battalion at Plei~ was 

then airlifted by the same forty-eight aircraft into the 3rd Brigade zone. 

The last lift was completed at 2045 hours in darkness and deteriorating 

weather conditions. 

The 2m. BL-igade operations resumed in the Chu Pong mountain area on 

11 August 1966. Light enell\Y contact-was exp;!rienced during the operation. 
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The 227th Aviation Battalion was credited with the capture of four ~WA soldiers, 

complete with weapons. The four men signaled,. their intentions' to surremer 

and were picked up by two lift ships with armed UH-IB's providing cover • 
• 

During this operation a large number of new personnel arrived in aviation 

battalion. Through inexperience of these individuals numerous main rotor 

strikes, tail rotor ,strikes, and stump daJJl9.ge to helicopters oocurred. 

The tempo of the operation was not interrupted, am the new arrivals acqu:1.t.-ed 

an acceptable level of proficiency prior to the compJe tion of the operation. 

Poor weather conditions existed throughout the operation. Reduced 

visibility, low clouds, am terrain with few landmarks oombined to make 

it difficult to locate LZ's and check points. 

Paul Revere II terminated on 25 August and the 227th Aviation Battalion 

returned to Camp Radcliff. 

The 227th Aviation Battalion refi tced at Camp Radcliff from 12 August 

until 13 September 1966. At 2155 hours, 3 September 1966, the enemy attacked 

Camp Radcliff with mortar fire. The "Golf Course", (helicopter parking area) 

was the primary target. The battalion suffered no personnel casualties. 

Eleven UH-lD's and eight UH-IB's were hit by mortar fragments. Two heli-

oopters were damaged beyond repair, As a result of this attack, aircraft 

were dispersed throughout Camp Radoliff eaoh evening at 1800 hours until 

first light the following day. 

'mAYER I 

13 Sep ~ 10 Oct 1966 

The 227th supported by the 229th Aviation Battalion, airlifted five 

battalions of the 1st and 2nd Brigades into the ring of mountains around -
the "ell€1e claw" area approximately 15 kilometers southwest of Bong Son. 
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1'/1e 227th Aviation J3attalion had mission responsibility for air lifting 

1st Brigade elements. Thirteen UH-lO's and four UH-1J3's of the 14th Aviation 

Battalion were attached to the 227th Aviation Battalion. Company C, 227th 

Aviation Battalion (-) supported the 1st Brigade from Camp Radcliff. The 

value of this procedure was proven on 23 September when the enemy attacked 

Hammorli Airfield with mortars. Company C, 227th Aviation Battalion, suffered 

no casualties or damaged aircraft. 

This operation was characterized by light enemy contact within the AO, 

heavy aircraft committments, and a large number of aircraft hit by hostile 

ground fire. }'lost of the hostile ground fire directed at helicopters occured 

from the plains area near arli north of Hammorli. On successive' nights, com-

menciI¥5' 18 September, three aircraft were shot down within ten kilometers of 

Hammond. The 227th Aviation Battalion transported security forces to the 

-.. downed aircraft. Once the aircraft were rigged and lifted out, security 

forces were extracted by helicopter. On the firet night, no hostile ground 

fire was experienced by the lift helicopters. On the succeeding two nights, 

intense hostile ground fire was encountered upon entering and leaving the 

area of the downed aircraft. The UH-1J3 gunships proved their value on both 

nights. These erm~ helicopters returned such a volume of suppressive fire 

into the enemy positions that no lift ship was damaged. On both nights, a 

gunship was hit with several rounds that damaged the aircraft and wounded 

several crew members. The three downed aircraft were retrieved arli both 

gunships made successful landings at Hammorli. The door gunners of the lift 

helicopters also returned the enemy fire, and contributed to the success 

of the missions. 

14 
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2 - ,1 October 1966 

TM 22'{th Aviativn llnt1.aliun air-allsaulted tlu'ee in!lUItZ')' batt&l1ofte into 

the Nui Miou mountain range northeast of Hammon!. Armed CH-47 heUcopters 

were utilized. for prepping the laming zones for the first time duri~ thllfJe 

assaults, and proved to be a valuable asset on the battle field. nut three 

infantry battalions were lifted into the mountains without incident. The 

227th Aviation Battalion reached a low of twenty-two mission ready airoraft 

on 3 Ootober due to the heavy committments over the preoeeding month. The 

maintenance starn down program was implemented whereby 25% of mission ready 

airoraft were not oommitted except under taotioal emergenoy situations. 

These aircraft were grounded for maintenance with the stipulation that they 

could be made flyable within four hours. This program also made it possible 

- to more efficiently schedule aircraft into required maintenance inspections. 

Light enemy contact was made and ground fire against helicopters decreased 

from moderate to light during this operation. 

LONG HORN-NORTH 

26 - 31 October 1966 

The 227th Aviation Battalion supported the 1st Brigade on operation LONG 

HORN at the south em of the An Lao Valley. On 28-29 October the 1st Brigade 

conducted operation NORTH, a show of force in the area north of Bong Son. 

No significant activity developed during either of these operations. 

PAUL REVERE IV 

31 October - 27 December 1966 

The 227th Aviation Battalion was released from operations in the Phu cat-
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The PAUL RlV!IlE IT .A.O ext.n4H ... t 

and east from the southern edge or the Chu J.II:IQg 

2nd Brigade made a thorough search of the .A.O on 8earch aut , .. trot opWl,tl~_,'. 

Enell\Y contact and hostile ground fire against helicopters YIl8 li8ht. 

The 2nd Brigade conducted two "Bullseye" operations and Several oordOning 

of suspected Viet Cong villages. Both of these operations required the 

simultaneous landings of three to five separate flights of assault troops. 

These operatiOns were characterized by precice timing, thorough planning, 

and olose coordination. 

The maintenance stand down and flying hour program was routinely adhered 

to during the operation. Thi,s permitted the battalion to maintain a high 

aircraft availability rate.. On two septrate oocasions the 2nd Brigade 

declared a tactical emergency. In each case the required number of aircraft 

were made available within twenty minutes from the time of notice. 

One of the combat assaults was conducted with ptthfinders paxachuting 

into the landing zone fifteen minutes prior to the arrival of the lift heli-

copters. The operation was very successful. The pathfinders set up panels 

and established radio control for the subsequent landing of assault troops. 

Weather conditions were excellent throughout the operation. Dust 

oreated a problem at helicoPter landing areas. One UH-1B was lost when the 

pilot lost ground reference due to blowing dust. The application of peneprime 

at helicopter parking and refueling areas eased the problemi!l the cantonement 

area. The problem was uncontrollable in landing zones. 
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~e 221th A.viation Battalion " .. rele .. ii4 troia tile JIm II •• If . 
AO at 1030 hours on 27 December 1966. A m1ae:l.OD" ..... JcM4 to \bit 

-11 aviation battalion in the Tha;rer II AO on the 8U18 dq. 'l'Went;r-ti .. 

UH-J.Dts ani four m-1B's were lanied at LZ Dog, six kilometers north or 
Bong Son, at 1500 hours on 27 December. ~ese helicopters were to air-

assault the 2nd. Battalion, 12th Cavalry, into the mountains east of 

Bong SOn. 

~e immediate committment of the 227th Aviation Battalion's assets 
from one AO to another complicated tl;le move of maintenance a.nd. admin-
istrative facilities. The twenty-seven m-lD helicopters that were flown 

_ ...... to LZ Dog could not be utilized to aid in the mOVe due to the impending :' i 
.•. - combat assault. 

Hostile ground. fire was moderl!ote. Several helicopters were hit but 

all were flown back to Hammond for repairs. 

The 227th Aviation Battalion continued to support the 2nd Brigade 

on operation Thayer II at the close of the yeer. 

17 
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CIW'fII , 

!!he state ot troop IICra.l. :18 _ouratel,r .... UZ' .. ia •• "..,.1 or 

professional performance. Thill battalion V&I 60-,,"," '" tour ott1o ... 

I during the course of the yeer. Each received aplelll:l4, obetlll'f'ul 8UPport 

n from the individuals assigned to the unit. The mission Vall torellC8t in 

the mind of each man - from the camma.nder - to the privates manning the 

helicopter door guns. Plann~d missions were sterted on time, and emer­

gency missions were performed with minimum delay. Individual companies 

scrambled as lIlS.IW as twelve aircraft and were airborne in seven minutes 

after notice of a tactical emergency mission. 

Flight leaders led as few as two, or as malV as sixty helicopters. 

Missions were successfully completed despite extremely bad weather and 

('I enell\Y ground fire. The tempo of the combat situation at times did not 

.... '" 
allow time for the normal planning sequence. Flight leaders received 

mission information over the radio while enroute to pickup the assault 

troops. In these situations the landing zones were first seen ?y the 

flight leader on the initial assault. The numerous individual decorations 

awerded during the year is indicative of the excellent esprit de corps 

and dedication that characterized the individuals assigned to the 227th 

Aviation Battalion. 

~e response to missions was never impll!ired, regardless. of the 

living conditions. Operations during the monsoon season were postponed 

or delayed when it was impossible to take off due to reduced visibility. 

The poorest living conditions were experienced at Ban Bring. ~e soil 

turned to a slippery liquid mud both inside and outside of the tents. One 

had to walk with extreme caution to prevent slipping and falling into 
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• 
the mud. The cooks continued to turn out excellent meals although the 

mess tent was as slippery as ice. Maintenance personnel worked on the 

helicopters in a steady down pour of rain. The POL perscnnel worked at 

the refueling points for hours at a time with their clothing completely 

.,:;;; soaked. lbe continuous rain caused the best tents in the area to start 

leaking. ~rsonal clothing and sleeping bags sta;yed damp. Undsr these 

primitive conditions, the high morale am excellent spirit was cornrnemable. 

Some of the men assigned to the 227th Aviation Battalion gave their 

lives in support of their beliefs. These tragic losses were psrsonal 

to the unit, and. profoundly shared by all of the members of this 

battalion. The professional am heroic actions demonstrated by individuals 

·within the battalion has motivated others, and. demonstrated that these 

(--" men did not die in vain. , -
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KEY BATTALION PERSONNEL - 1966 

BATTALION COMMANDERS 

Jan - Apr: 
Apr - Jul: 
Jul - Nov: 
Nov - Dec: 

Jan - Aug: 
Aug - Oct: 
Oct - Nov: 
Nov - Dec: 

Jan - Aug: 
Aug - Dec: 

Jan - Jul: 
Jul - Aug: 
Aug - Nov: 
Nov - Dec: 

LTC Jack Cranford 
LTC Walter A. Johnson, Jr. 
LTC A. T. Pumphrey 
LTC James F. Hamlet 

MAJ Robert C. Burgess 
MAJ John B. Howse 
CPT Edward D. Hart 
CPT Harold G. Isaacson 

MAJ Thomas I. McMurray 
CPT Eugene B.. Abernathy 

MAJ David L Johnson 
MAJ Obel H. Wells 
MAJ Samuel J. Hubbard 
MAJ Richard R. White 

Jan - Jul: MAJ Jack D. Joiner 
Jul - Dec: MAJ Gerald D. Lippert 

COMPANY COMMANDERS: 

Headquarters Company 

Jan - Aug: 
Aug - Nov: 
Nov - Dec: 

MAJ William J. Gorman 
MAJ Richard R. White 
CPT Edward D. Hart 

.' 
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KEY BATTALION PERSONNEL 1966 

COMPANY COMMANDERS, continued: 

Company A 

Jan - Mar: 
Mar - Apr: 
Apr - May: 
May - Jul: 
Jul - Nov: 
Nov - Dec: 

Company B 

Jan - May: 
May - Jul: 
Jul - Oct: 
Oct - Dec: 

Company C 

MAJ Floyd R. Wirthlin 
MAJ Thomas J. McAndrew 
MAJ John J. Jones 
MAJ Larry E. Scoggins 
MAJ Harry R.' Glidden 
MAJ Samuel J. Hubbard 

MAJ Fred C. Headly 
MAJ John S. Bond 
MAJ Loren D. Eaton 
MAJ Samuel M,. Pierce 

Jan - Jul: MAJ Eugene T. Boyd 
Jul- Dec: MAJ Milton S. Sheridan 

Company D 

Jan - Jul: 
Jul - Oct: 

Oct -Dec: 

MAJ William E. Hattaway 
MAJ Donald A. Nixon 
MAJ Robert M. Gibbs 

" 
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